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I Commentarie 


*3 Upon the Bo o k s of [T 

i PROVERBS, ECCLESIASTES, ^ 

l^soNctuornsJ^ | 

J w herein the Text is explained. Tome 

% Controverfies arc difcufled, divers Com- gj* 

*3 mon- places arc handled, and many remark- '■ «► 

«j3 fjj , able matters hinted, that had by 

Mt4 Interpreters been pretermicted. 


//, ante mauci a ^ ^ 

tn flU) Interpreters been pretermicted. 

1 Befidesfuodry other Texts of Scripture (which occafio- - 
rally occurred are fully opened, and the whole fo rmer. | 
<3 mixed with pertinent Hiftories, as will yeeld both pie - gd 


^ nallv occurred areiLiny opencu, & 

mix ed with pertinent Hiftories 3 as will yeeld both plea- g» 
fure and profit to the judicious Reader. _ j£» 

J a p p, M, A. Paftour of Wefton §* 

G «^ open Avon in Glocefter (hire .___j&»« 


*uj ” n ZSZaswlfer t ten all men: and bis fame was in dhfatms round 
3 And be iplkf tbreetbwfmd Proverbs, and bis Song s were a thou- 

4 !MK “ b ‘" >y ‘ cL: 

irifd'tne of Solomon. Match. 1 1 . 4 *. , tS** 

5 "cm 5n J*- *«> **' T G, 

•9 P,at 2: __ Stntca. -fc 


op&<J'u&)V. Plato. . cmm/v, 

Qucm pa-nitet peccaflc, pane eftjmnocens. Santa.. 


7 D • TT„ t t? and E for 7o/i« BejJamir, and ace to.be fold at his 
at'dK^tce goldcnLyonsin porn-hil peer the It. i 

...4.M,.,L« n iMMtfiUi<«»wi»«««$!e»asr!ei£aS56SR85KSS2iflK 




0 > :• 


To the R ight Worfliipfull, 

Sir Tho. Rous 

O F 

Rout-tench in the County of Worce- 

fter, Knight and Baronet,all happineffe 
of this life and the next. 

to 

Moft refpcfted Sir, _ 

a ghF Orisen, the firfl Chripan tom: sufeb. i c. sic 
v mcntatourjt k recorded fiat, in lejfc 

,) then twelve yeers free, He fit **%» 
g| Notes upon the whole Bible. Hie- 
rome Jotnewhere fi&fay him- 

felf had, read fix thoufand feve all booty of O- 
rigens making : Short onto the> mere W) . 

*£/• many of them, fiebae {and perhaps ega™* 

.1 A JL * tAOmeWere ; df# cabat, crebro 


mo to •very many vj jww/* , j n * * quidcm judi- 

W long atutmft and fim ££££ 

Forbe held* themtfer may (Jattb tm 
mus) to preach aft rather then long', and Itghtly 
to point at, rather then largely to profecHtethat 
fnlneffe of matter in femneffe of mords, that he 





In brevitare 
verborumlux- 
uriem rcrum 
deprchendir. 
ynifi e mill thus 
nor^ Vmu c ft 
n.ihbus, as (he 
Vulgar corru¬ 
ptly reads it. 

Bjfilius fuav'k 
ter gravis eft., 
graviter fua 
vis, nihil ha 
bens affeftaca? 
loquacitatis. 
F.rafw.B.cc\t(i- 
aft.], t. Vide 
SVtlcb. Adam. 
in vita Buccri. 
Plpres habet 
fenfentiasqua 

VQtbzEurwiiiis 
etc • GhantiUl- 
to, c. i. Lipf. 
in Notes ad' 

Politic.].I.c.p. 

Lit prope ver- 
borum nume- 
rntn numero 


Pulleys Holy 
State : cx Mir ■ 
cat. sUlar.te. 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

fomd couched in the holy Scriptures. God, of his 
goo dneffe,hath given to foweofthechoyeji fervants 
his interpreters (one among a thoufand,^<?£. 3 
q 3 .fitch as Bafil and Enter were in 1 heir genera¬ 
tions^ to be curt and concife, but wit ball full and 
clear in their difeonrfes^to feak^much in few, and 
to utter wore fentences then fayings, as the Oratonr 
affrmeth of his Euripides • Den/us & brevis & 
bmper- fibi inftans Thucydides, ms a fine contr- 
tnead'ation given him by Quintilian,Thucydides 
writes thick and quick, c/ofeand clear : Elocuti- 
onetetagfavis & brevis, denlus lentcntiis, fa- 
nus^udeiis {as a later Critichfoath it) folid he is 
andfuccir£}fehtentious- andjudicious Or,as before 
them both, Cicero faith of the fame 7 hucydides, 
that he was adeo plenusrefertufquc rebus 3 &c. 
fa ‘very full fmight with matter,that you have al- 
moflfomany fyUbles fo many fentences: Andhence 
he is fo highlyprized by all -, atidby forte preferred 
before ally ut B'rimis inhiftoria. Volve, volvc, & 
finu gefta illum'r&lanrum, faith'lea med Cote- 
TUS]Read ovirandoVer that golden hot and make 
it thy Manuak’ • tinmhJvugffirCfait’rone of our 
Country-men nut' o/'Merdator) tiad j ohn Hafel- 
bach-rz Frofeffattr at Vienna, mihitoufaeffe : Who 
being to expound the Prophet Elay to hrs\Anditor 
readoneandtwentyyeers on Efay thefrfl,andyet 

finified. 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

finifaed it not T And what (ball we fay of Sal- 

meron with his twelve volumes upon the Evan- 

selifts? AndofTottms 

quefiions upon tbefhortefi chapter m the Bible? 0/ 

the former ofthefe two, One faith truly, He hath usqu ' am o P ti. 

created himfelfand his Readers a great deale : " oIuitnogfi ^ 

ofneedkffe toyle and trouble, by driving to 

write rather much: then well. Of the later,, i liis :<»»«• c *c!u. 

man would fainehaveus all read him and none 

but him; laying : afide all others for his lake. 

It it far re enough from me (Noble Sir), though 
I prefume to prefix your name to thefe Notes,and to 
craveyeur Patronage (a conrfe never fcrnpled , 

I thinks from S. Lukes timjiU wm alate intlm ^ 
Sceptical age) to mjh you fo much hurt as thereby 
to divert or deteyneyou from better , and more able om> 
Authors ; there is a very precious peace lately 
publijbed and dedicated to your Worfmpphat veell M* *'*. 
deferves your mofadiligent perufafand daily pra- 
ciij'e. ) All that I ahne at in this Dedication (next 

unto your fouls health,which I humbly pray for, 

and heartily defire hereby to promote ) is, to teflifie 
wy true refteSls and clue tbankcfulneffe to your 
Worjhip : as fir thofc many former favours and 
real!courtefies faewedto meandmine in ihofa late 
doleful dayes of our common bamfament ; fo ejpe- 
cially for that fmgnlar goodfervice thatyonfwith 
■ A 3 tfc 




the reft of thofetVorthy Gentlemen of theCommittee 
of the County of Worccfter) have dont to Go d 
and to, my deare native Country , in Jetting up there 
a learned and ^ealosss ntiniftry , where afore-time , 
Ignorance am} Prophanejfe feemed to frive for 
Tttaftery. 

Accept , l befeech You , Sir, this fmall teftimony 
of that great ajfeStion andobfervance , that he de¬ 
servedly bearetb , and yet Jlill oweth into your 
felfyand your vertuous Lady , who pro QJfeth to 
continue at the throne of Grace y 


Your hearty Remembram er. 

Wet ford this 11. 
offline. 1650. 

and daily Dratour 


John Trapp. 



On Mafler Trapp and bis worthy 
Labours., 


M Uch I flight fay of Trapp, and thole 

Choyce Books of his, w** Wit & Grace compofe. 
But lie fay only this. Having fetfoith 
Some fmaller Traftates, but of greatclt worthy 
And after them, his precious Annotations 
(That merit a tranfmiflion to all Nations^ 

Firft on the whole New Teftament, and then 
On Him that was the Meekeft: of all men 5 
And now on Solomons Proverb /, with the other 
That own the Proverbs for their elder brother 5 
He bravely hath ’oth J Church dderv’d 5 and we 
May make a Proverb of his Induftrie. 

As Wife as Solomon, , we ufe to fay *, 

As Studious as John Trappy wc alfo may. 


Gu. Mardo. Sa. Yh.D. 






'S.UUTUKTJM i & 
avrntfcTrieji@~ 
difiu* eft Ori- 
gines, quad 
Compofitor, 
vel quafi 
quadam li- 
bros compo- 
nendi facilita¬ 
te prardiius ; 
quod mulios 
librot compo- 
fuerir,tcfteSul- 
da, Scap. 


n«pl JCUp/tf ’lacLWV TfCtTTXtf, T$ XoAo- 

• :[MyT& (3i£5a/«v oc^iandrii eZvyrjrS. 

(pAihiw 'Qe/yew awnanTikov arty cl ttoAcuoi, 
"Orb *<^A^V ey^t/par -nroAv 'srAy'^eA.ega}. 

”Ei>ceAJ& J 'Q&ywu (Tecro<picr[Ae ^ 

v (3/j3A#-‘ x, v'lrifx^ 

r Ov "bqm t” yAwww peArngp yArnm feei avtyij^ 

’ ^OV&rvTV t&A*{M vroAvicfo^ rj^g rayjcf’d 
. TloMai eyefo-!ro& A. de^iro^ fee 0/0A@\ 

‘ npo;Tct 0g£ <p<A/cc,T^ ^cu^guyo-a ^6 'Txrai^. 
r ’EiTcL Aoyi\ri Jr.crcLvpas clA>$ms 
To Te/T<?v 5 ^a-g(5^v rfrf ev xctteiroiai y^rom 

Hey^TCoV o 6eo$ ^ uk^ccm 'Zs J <x£tXH.A}; / T"q3. 

Koiroi eVecS'e T07ro/, aM.’ mmeypneg. 

KrtJ Jpv jLceVct <p£$, TepkX@ J , 
f O$ -uTfSrov j^/vku tV X^/cp £ rku A/ctEvpt xu, 
r, EiTct^g ^-go-jUo^Tb' CpciTicrcis 'crfciTct5 s ct M xcrtf, 

Nito SoAojuavr®* clttmtcl <?0<pQ MUypLCLTxtyjAoi. 
<! Qq-"amyi\d(TKo\TcL tz'pjx* 1 ?^ a0Tct ? /:K,Jcr,tei1 ’ 

'l£aj H£LrartXdc^e\T(^ (Xvz?^or'p^X^ l C k ^ 

’'EcnieTvciAcL] Tic, Icram;$, w rb'vo/x gS'&xetv 
ricdvreg $<Aotovov, jc t£to ;/g rVyofM I^Tnrw, 
T^iVfM ai^eo-iyxt> 0 x a C / eVT L ^ eo( PC9 v< ^ 

GTv^cuoTe^r tI$ 'urcInroT ev&ote) ctMovj 

T pctXTrw 


t yio,uet t£to [AccAtc^a frfrapev kiranes. 

<$/Ao' 7 r°v© J <p/A@- ’<&*, TTo'ywv x«e/v o/£aj*er *ut$. 

’Em $ «t «Va«* pXAi'a ^ 

"Ooja -sraA ’Q&ye>ys, w oo-«f 2oAofaim yuviim. 

Tho. Dugard ^r/. Mag. 

Refior Barfordix. 

S Olomom major difcipulosjulfit fuos, 

Suo de vefUtu follicitos plus fatis, 

Agrorum Lilia penfitarc mentibus. 

Ea nempe, cjuamvis baud laborent aut ncant, 

Vel aloriara Solomon’s fpccic vinccre. 

Ed fumraa cerce Liliorura gratia 3 
Rofarque, tulpiarquc, & veris primula?, 

Et caryophylli flofculorum plurium, 

Imocnfius aut fragrantium aut. flagrantium; 

Qiu furnma font obleaamenta fcnfuum. 

Amocniorcm Hortum Paradifum cenfeo. 

At Lfjiorum qute tam fplendcns gratia, 

(Yus flofeuiorum tam fuperbiens decor* 

Qucm non rctundat hsc S*/<w*w«* gloria, •- 
Divinior illc culms, quo is confpeftior, 

Et omnibus fufpiciendus prodit magis ' . 

Quid Liliorum , quid rofarum eft ufpiam. 

Quid tulpiarum, quod componas floribus, 

Ec pervenuftis , queis ornatur, veftibus } 

Propago Regis inclyti, Provcrbia, 

Ecclefiadcs, Canticorum Canticum ? 

Ornavit ilia fic, ut nemo quifpiam 
Priorum, quotquot font, vir ornatiihmus, 
Trappus, virorum flos, Theology decus. 


Idem. 





On the Books of Solomon opened by 
Matter TV^p. 

T Stood in Solomons Torch before, 
x Unable to unlock the doore, 

And view the Glory that within 
Rather then live I would have feen. 

Now in his 'Temple walk I can. 

And hear my Maker talk with man, 

And clearly underfhnd his mind; 

Though myfteries, no mills I find* 

The Holy of Holies open lies, 

No longer kept from common eyes. 

Each Stare may now an Eagle be, 

And freely up to Thebm flee. 

If you would know how in I gat, 

I pafled through the Beaut if nil Gate ; 

This Dore of Trappy or this Trap dore. 



A Table of luch Texts of Scripture 

as in the Annotations on the Proverbs 
are occafionally explicated. 


G En.1.1. 

Gen. 4.23. 
Exod. 347. 
Ievit.17.7. 

Deut. 13.5. 
Deut.23.18, 
Jad g .8.i6. 
Judg.18.35. 

1 Sam. 7.1.7. 

I Sam. 25 . 6 . 

2 Sam7.i r. 

2 Sam.12.4. 

2 Sam, 12 . 9 . 

2 Sam 12.10. 

2 Sam. 16.4. 

1 King 9.26. 
Efth.io.p, 

Job 23.2. 

Pfal.5.3. 

Pfal. 10 .^, 10 . 

Pfal.19.11. 

Pfal,23.4, 

Pfal. 26,12. 
Pfal.50,18,19. 
Pfal.50.7* 

Pfal ,76.5. 
Pfal.105.18. 

Pfal.i 11.9. 

Pfal. 119-4)5* 
Pfal.119.69. 


24 
1 16 
*37 
133 

m 

14 
no 
200 | 
66 \ 
*57 ! 
1*3 
107 
140 
40 
188 
6 

234 

217 

5* 

48 

23 

2 6 
U 9 
37 
*34 
.107 
5 9 
89 

128 

55 


Pfal.120.4. 
Pfal. 134.3. 
Pfal.i 38.4,5. 
pfal.i 39,17.18. 
Pfal.i 47.9. 
Iia.4,5. 
Ifa.< 5 & 3 . 
Ifa.26,3. 
Ifa.27.4,5« 

Ifa .28.10. 
Ifa.36.5, 

Ifa. 37.23. 

Ifa 45.11. 
Ifa.45.24. 
Ifa.49.23. 

Ifa.50.10. 
Ifa.52.7. 

Ifa. 57.2. 

Ila.57.10. 

Jer.8.20. 

Jer.i 7 9, ro * 

Ezek. 16.42. 

Ezek.22.9. 

Dan.4*io. 

Hof.5.1. 

Hof.7.10. 

HoC 12.7. 
Zach.5.4. 
Zach,6.i. 
Mat,2 5,26. 
a 2 


Page lit 
22 
32 

57 
188 
126 
96 
1 6 

184 
8a 

*5? 

74 

164 

I6i 

150 

34 

81 

16 

*4* 

13a 

1 66 

148 

*5J 

5* 

167 

54 

98 

5* 

185 
5 a 

Mar 





The Table. 


i 


Mar.6.22. 

Mar.9.50. 

Luk 10.24. 

Luk 12.29. 

Luk 1,5.jo. . v - 
Luka8.4. 

Luk 22.25. > 
John 4.27. 
John 12.27,28. 
John 17.28. 
Ads 4.36. 

Ads 19.10, 
Ads 17.28 
Rom.7,8. 

1 Cor.2.8. 

1 Cor. <5.9. 

1 Gor.734. 
2 Cor.9.i 6, 
Ephef4.30.31. 
Philip.4,12. 
Coloff.4,21. 

1 Thef.4,4. 

2 Thef.3.6, 

1 Tim.2.14. 

i Tim. 5.2.23. 

1 Tim.6.3. 
Heb.4,13. 
Heb.12.25. 
Jam.i^d. 
Jam.2.19. 

2 Pet. 3.15. 

1 Pet. 5 . 5 . 

1 John 5.18. 

3 John 10, 

Rev 4 .6. 

Rev. 10.9. 

Rev. 14.11* 
Rev. 1 (5.i 1, 
Rev,i8,5> 


Page 41 I 
207 
211 

181 I 

151 

174 

75 

do 

182 

id 

219 

134 

191 

45 

7i 

231 

13 

162 

138 

40 

33 

145 

62 

38 

166 

172 

*45 

4 t 

78 

99 
122 

89 

161 

121 

165 

42 

100 

la 


In the Annotations on 
EccleJiajhs and 
Cant ides. 


1 /^En.3,5. 

VJ Gen.27,28, 

35 

66 

Gen.47.9. 

7o 

Exod.r2.4r. 

27 

Exod.34.24. 

J20 

1 Sam.10.2. 

154 

2 Sam.23.6,7* 

200 

1 King.4.33. 

u 

Ezra 8.27. 

144 

Job 14.1. 

S3 

Job 26.14. 

53 

Job 3d. 13. 

. 6% 

Job 38,31. 

4 6 

PfaJ.19.11. 

169. 

Pfal.30.7,8. 

96 

Pfal. 37.22. 

39 

Pfal 45.1. 

200 

Pfal.45.2. 

194 

Pfal. 5 2.3. 

140 

Pfal.6S.li 

3 

I Pfal.73.6. 

190 

Pfal.76.4,5. 

210 

Pf1l.76.11. 

55.58.191 

Pfal.90. 1 1. 

57 

Pfal.i39.16. 

150.157 

Pfal.144 4, 

4 

Ifa.3.6. 

142 

Ifa.27.4. 

57 

La.28.17. 

i55 

Ifa.29,22,23. 

94 

Ifa.36.5. 

127 

Ifa 44.22. 

210 

Ila.59.19* 

204 

Jer-4j.u 


Datt, 


i; 


The Table. 


Dan.5.30. 
Nah.1.10. 
Zaeh.1.19.20. 
Zach.3.7. 
Zach.6.3,4. 
Mar.7.22. 
Mar. 14.41. 
Luke 3.5. 
Luke 11.41* 

John 8.57. 
Ads 13.6* 
Ads 17,11, 
Ads 18.5. 
Rom.8.io.it, 
1 Cor. 3.19. 
x Cor.7.29. 
k Cor, 12.3 r. 


‘Page 27 
lid 
201 
198 
66 
87 
155 
J 3 
94 

197 

3 

143 

45 

22 I 

24 | 

126 | 
94 I 


2 Cor.4.17, 
2 Cor.7.9, 

2 Cor.ii.io, 
Gal.2.9. 
Phil.3.9. 
Phil^.id. 
i f ini 4,1?). 

1 Titn.6.4. 

2 Tim,3.4. 
Heb. 4 .r ( 
Heb. 9 , 11 . 
Heb.u. 13 . 
Jamj.13, 

I* 1 Pet.5.5. 

I Rev.4.6. 

I Rev.5.4. 

I Rev. 16 , 1 . 



FINIS. 







Errata in Notes on Proverbs, 

P 4 ft inline i. for Never read Ever. p.ir.l.zf. dele We 237,8 r. 

hhed,p.z8./37.*/eTh.r,p.jo 4 /7.r.iwilJ,f,3i./ ^.r.puaorum.p.^ 16 . 
i.kcrc,t>.i 57 z6.r.P<i«afe 3 ;j.^i./.i.r.this 5 ^.42.i.r4 /■.vigour-p. tf.Li+.r.cxtra 
tc fis,pfo t z^,r,pntaai,p Vn 38.v.fleeps ,p $ i.l.tf.Y.pradihr,p.s$J. iq.r. 
a[)«vt,p.61X19 /Lord Kceper.pA.l-J zi\hrge\s.p,66-lz8.rXcuh a p.7 f./.r. 

fncerities pride,p.797.8.r. renew,p. 8 ol% 

r.EUipiis,p. 9 ill 9 r.grnc;fied,p.I0l./i.r.hacftcrs,p io87.4r.«rf<7W,&/.i 2 . 
r.j* cellam.p. 111 t.$ far whiles r. wils,p. 114X5 .wwb [d natiufapicns 
p ti6.L6.r.a!vzteit;,p.ii9 i7.r.tri{lc,p.ii0.l.i9.r.iheyec]ic,p.izo.l.ii.r':pr.r. 
vip.ui hjr.<tb\*p.iz 6 ,lMr.zny,p.i' > 4.l.-:.Z.r.medium's,p 140./.37 r.riot 
p.i4«.l.-L 7 .T.rident & twuntur p.i^ l- 9 [Jtitni aniequam jidtas, cafuius 

es,p.i49.U± for 8 erhe,p.ifi.Uo-r.Tiii'riad,p.i^.l-i 7 rMUttsp.l6U.l4 
r.miionsyp i 6 }.Ui.r.Caxtons,p.l 8 ol. 2 ,i r.in hand,p.187 /• 1 $ /. pugiomm,p. 
I^l.l.^.r.nclld^.rox.marg.r.ndr^^'ll^.f-Zi that 3 p.Z»S* / -^'>•*'*that cannot 
lye,p,H7./-l 5 .r.morata,p.iziJs r.Cotu, & Ifi r.Sertorius,f>. iji./.io. r.thc 
Out’s,p,135./,I4 ?.D«>!/m, p.z4i-/.t}^.duelling,p.243.247 
l-ti.y,cancan' Jb.l.i p.r. iivc,p. 248 Pope,p.249 /.zj.r. pare, p.2<? 9 ./. 

/7.r.tenuis,p.273 7.t(5.'.befegcry,p. 185.7.29.r. which the nicn ; p. 293. 1 .1 8. r. 
moody, i> 3oo./,6r.ftr,p.317 l.n-s.qifSmad /ftp2pj,/;.3*o7.« \rneneUi.p 3 23. 
/.i8.r.uicer,/> ; 3267.3 z.r.h'jnt, p-$z 8 Lij /•.miiid;p.346-/.u.".This,/?. 3 56. 
i-4.r.I PMtl y p.{ 6 l.l- 1-for glow r.crow. n 

In Notes on Ecclefiafies and £ antic les 

P 4 if.5.hj.r.GUimcr,p.i8./ lor.hrirg ue.p.z^./.^ rXnnvirrtre.y.^o-Uz 

r.fecu ar,psr/.2S.'.Paradife,p.? 3 / 8 r.Ua'uaicar,p.’6j./.::8.r asaRrche 

p. 6 $.l.\ *.t\hunch;nq,p 687.ii r bjlencflc.p 697.2i.r.wealtl>>p.7^/34- rf - 
niorc,p.Sj7.330.3figliVn'-’Ae,p.84 /.gC.r.fcroufne^.S^/^o ; ,aadcant,p. 108 
L28 r.up to an nfli.ct d ./efthn p io97.ja.r.ftarc,ju n cavctOyp. 119. 
l.xq-r.mvaunt.p iio.l.ia.r.unive>fa,p.ui /.i7.r.blc(Kd.p.: 24,/ }.r thou, 
p.\p i./.js.i-.ftijd'rd.p-U^ 1.9 r.Stnib^morA G ? r:cdc>nutat:l. i7.y,kin, f. 
i 6 zl}.r. bird,p f.a 7./- word,p.164/18j'.fou!c,&/ i9-y.il.vay,p. 170./- 

9.r.Schools,".| 94 /.I 2. r. commends, p. 19$./. iS.v. 7 iezioto's. >. 197- 1 . 20, r. 
difrelifli,p-i9877 goodly,p.loo/,13.y.affcdation,p.2ol./.i3-/«>'Church- 
es y.C luiric>,p. 109 ,1.16.for he r. flie. p 2l87.i<S.r.convtm£j,p. 252. w</rg. 

r.topcrfcfi.t-' 

0/Acr e[capes let the courteous Reader corrcEl or pafie by : the .Au¬ 
thor is far abfent from the Prejfe, and could not do ts he defired. 



: 'A;- 

— r-rjd* r.W- . 


.ftiv .fc- t/^ . li4) * t( .^, y f^r / t - 

,7 r— ef~ ftCsdrji^ as 

' 1 ’VW i* x^pes i », 

'■ "t<X 1 1— f-tt 
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COMMENTARY! 

O R 

exposition y 

UPON * 

The Proverbs of SOLOJVLON. 


CHAP. I. 

Verfe i. T/je 

■ R Mafler-fentences , Maximes, Axiomes 3 Speeches 

of fpecialprecellencyand predominancy : Recei- D °“'“?“V 
ved Rules that muft over-rule matters, and mighti- ^ n * mo f 
ly prevaile inthe minds ol men. The principal ( no j erat j ce se(l'e 
doubtjthey areof thofethreethoufai d, mentioned debcnr. ( 

1 *2. and farre beyond thole golden fayings of 

/;^r (profanely preferred before thefe holy parables by that A- 

as having in them more: fentencesJ* 
than words, and being (o far above all humane pratfe forr weight AJ ^ 
and worth, that (as Saluft writeth of Carthage ) I had better c g- e j n co f cn . 
fpeak nothing of them, then too little; fith too much»s tootenuasquam 

Jlt Of Salomon who better fa deale) deferves to be (tiled Mafi.tr 
of the-Sentences than Peter Lombard : and to be efteemed ««*»' 
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A Conmientarie or Expofztion Chap.i, 

XtnopbM . ?©- £ Wm cmjsw{*» ©■, as one faith of Howe/-: or as ano¬ 

ther faith of Hieromc , that he was a man quern nullum fcibile la- 
luit, that knew all that wasknowable by a man. 

- King of lfrael~] Ecclefi.i. King of ferufalem, which was 

Etta'<Etta- now the lfrael of lfrael, as Athens was fin its flourifl. ) laid ta 
«ft<. Limpid. b e t [ ie G reec e of Greece, yea,the Soule-, and Sun , andeyr of Greece, 

- y ea 1 C ^ e common Schoole of all mankind. For King Solomon cx- 
(Aot EMuJbs. ceeded all the Kings of the earth both in riches, and ir wifdome. 
vemoflb. And allthe world fought to fee Solomon, to heare hi; wifdome 
Koivop • 7 nu- Vvhich God had put into his heart. 1 King. 10.25,54. For the 
Jiuviptov^ more w ife thePreacher was,the more he caught the peo pie know- 

IpJmvSTbu- l^dgejand caufcd them to hear, and fearched forth many Parables. 
cyd. & Diodor. Ejpclcf. 12. 9. Even words of delight, verf 10. Sec the Note 
t|»ere. 

? Verf. 1. To know nifdome~] That is, to give other; to know, 
to wifethem, as 2.3. to give the knowledge of falvation, 
Luke i.77.tollaewmen great and mighty things which :hey know 
not, Jen 3^3- but may herehence be taught, better tiien out of 
Lipfw his bee-hive, or Machiavels fpider-web. 

Verl. 3. To receive the infruPlion^ Tertullian cals the Bible 
('and the Proverbs by a fpecialcy ) Noftra digefa, fron 1 the Law¬ 
yers .- and others our Pandeblj from them alfo. Is there not a thin 
veilc laid over them, which is more rarifiedby read ng, and at 
laft wholly worne away ? Surely as by much reading t ie Statute- 
book men grow word ly-wife; And as a friend (it is Cnryfojlomes 
companion) that is acquainted with his friend, will get out the 
meaning of a letter or phrafe, which another could t ot that is a 
Granger; fo it is in Scripture. And herein (as one well obfer- 
ycth) the pooreft Ideot, being a found Chriftian, gocth beyond 
the profoundeft Clarkes that are not fandilied, that he hath his 
own heart inftead of a Commentary to help him to mderftand 
even the moftncedfall points of the Scripture, 

Verf.q, To givefubulty~\ Serpentine fubtiIty,C/f» ^.i.facred 
fagacity, a fharp wit, a deep reach, a Spirit that fe rrcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God, \ (for.z,\o. and transfor¬ 
med a man into the lame image from glory to glory. Cor-q.iS. 
Equidem fcio multoseffe qui hoc non credant, & non pat ices qui ea 
/ Pet. Marc.m ride ant, nofque infanirc arbitrentnr, faith Peter Marty : fed iftos 
' Rom. Ep.dc* rogatos velim,&c . that is, I wot well there be many that will not 
. dicar. beleeve it, and not a few that will deride ic ? and thi ik we are 

mad 


Chap. 7. upon the Proverbs._ 3 

mad in afcribingfo~ much to the Scriptures. But oh that they 

would be entreated to make tri.ll a while, and to take to the 

reading of the Bible 1 CMafe mlhi ft ( it a enim m tanta caufaju- 

rareaufim) nifi tandem capianiur : fentient demque quantum di- 

vina hie ab human* diftent, &c. Let me never be beleeved if 

they perceive not aplaine and palpable difference betwixt thefe 

and all humane writings whatfoever. And to the fame purpofe 

Erafmm, expert fum in meipfo, faith he, I can fpeak it by ex-Er^fat 

perience, that there is little good to be gotten by reading the 

Bible cur forily and carelefly: But do it duly and diligently, with 

attention and affedion, and you (lull fmd fuch an efficacy, as is 

to be found in no other Book that can be named. ... . . 

To .ho fimplol Fat no fctnD f.otuello (L.pjlas his diimanwe ) 
to the filly-fimple, whofe learning hangs not in his light, who 
holds nothimfelfe too wife to be taught, that is not uncount¬ 
able, unperfwadable, ’Bis defipit qui fibt fapit, he is two fooles 
that is wife in his own eyes. Prov. 3.7- Tlnrrna ignore, fed tgno- chycraus. 
rantiam meamnon ignore. Little though It be that 1 know, yet 
this I know, that I know but little. . 

To the young man~\ Though rude 3nd raff, headlon,, and a rift. Ethic, 
headftronz, untameable and untradable, as a wild-afe-coif. lib1. 
chough addict Co youthfull lufts, zTim.2.,2. and madly lccupon M>u. 1, 
fin, ytc he may cleanfe his vraes, by cleavmgico Gods Word, 10. 

Pfal. 119.9. and become a young Sainc, an old Angel; whereas 
otherwife, like young Lapwings, he is aptto be inatched up by 

Verf. 5. A wife man will heare J Hearing and feeing are % 
zArifiotle called, the learned fenfes ; becaufe by thefe dootes 
learning, yea, life entreth into the.foule, Ifa.’y'y^ DayidC^L 
Zu when he lay adying, lift up himfelf to heare the difeourfes 
of his friendstha/fate by him; and faid, that he ffiould dye with 
better cheere,if he might dye learning fomethmg. • H dl a- ic ;n' el 

And tvill encreafe learning ~j Take heed what you heare, unto Mclch<Adam , 
youthat heare ffiail more be given 24. See^he Note 

there - Onely ponder and apply what you heare. Fortheytbat 
do otherwife are like the Wolf, who never, attaipe to aM.JM? . . 

divine learning then to fpell Pater ; but wnen they fhould come 
to put together, and to apply it to their foules they fay Agmu, 
that minds mmunga maddmg after che profits «>d Ptotos of 
the World, andthey thinking tbofe little hffe then mad, that 
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A Commentary or Expedition Chap.i. 

run to and fro to encreafe knowledge. Daniel 12, 4. 

Verf. 6 . To under(land a Proverb, andthe Interpretation ] Or, 
the fivectneffe thereof; there being nothing fofweet to a good 
foule as the knowledge of darke and deepe myfteries, Pfal. 119. 
103- where the fame word is ufed, The little book cf the Re> 
velation was in John's mouth fiveet cos honj , Revel. 10. 10. Jee 

the Note there. 

Andtheir dirkjayings ] Dark to thofe that are acute obtuft, 
that have not their fenfes exercifed to difeerne both .*ood and 
evill. Heb.$. r4- Legum ob/cur it ates non ajftgnemus culpa feribenti- 
umfed infcitU non affeejuentium, faith he in Cjclliu/. Ii the Law 
be dark to any,the fault is not in the Lawgiver, but in i:hofe that 
fhould better underftand it. 

Verf. 7. Thefeareof the Lord is the beginning ]] Or the chiefe 
and prineipall point* of wifdome ( as the word here f.gnifieth J 
yea, wifdome it felf, lob.t 8.28 This Solomon had lean ed by the 
inftruflion of his father fas it is in the next verfe) who 1: ad taught 
it him of a child, Trov .4.4. with Pfal. 111.10. and theiefore lets 
it here in the beginning of his works, as the beginning of all: 
As in the end he makes it the end of all. Scclef. 12. 13- yea, the 
All of man, without which he counts him not a comp leat man, 
though never fo wife to the world-ward. Heathen Japes, as JV- 
ticca, Socrates, &c. were wife in their Generation, an i had ma¬ 
ny excellent gifts, but they miffed of themaine; there was no 
fcareofGod before their eyesBeing herein as Alchyinifts J who< 
mifs.of their end, but yet find many excellent things by the way. 
Thefe Merchants found goodly pearles, but the pearlc of price 
they failed of, Mat. 13.45,46. The Prophet cals the feare of 
God oar treafure. Efay 33,6. 

Rut fifties deftifi J Fooles; fo areallfuch as feare not God, 
being abominable, difobedient, and to every good work re¬ 
probate, or injudicious, Tit. 1. 16. Evil isHebrew for a/oa/<? ; Ne¬ 
bula of Nabal, Fooleoi f. When one highly commended 
the Cardinal Julian loSigifmttnd, heanfwercd, Tauten Romamtt 
eft, Yet he is a Popding; So, yet he is a Toole, becauifc void of 
Gods true feare. Behold they have rejefted the word of the 
Lord, and what wifdome is in them 2 Ier. 8.9. 

-Verf8. Hearethe inftruSHon of thy Father,.&c. It is not fit 
tadifobey God, thy Father, nor thy Teacher, faith <■ Ariftotle. 
Qur parents,, faid Hierosles, arc our houjnold-gods? 

' " and. 


and their words fhould be received as Grades; This is a princi- 
pall fruit of the feare of God, which it here fitly followeth: 
like as in the decalogue, the Commandement for honouring of 
Parents is fet next of all to thofe of the firft Table, nay is indeed 
(as Thito faith of it ) \v7o\yhukv? , amixt Commandement, 

Verf. 9. For they fball be an ornament ]] A mans wifdome ma» 
keth his face to fbine, Ecclef, 8, 1. Turn pietatc gravem &c, * 

ovrb^wlsvTtiJ^^At vmtctrfel'&nt. Neither gold, nor precious 
Bone fo gliftereth, faith ?lato 3 as the prudent mind of a pious 
perfon. Nothing fo beautifies as grace doth; Mofis and Iofeph 
were faire to God, and favoured of all men. A Crown of gold, 
a Chaine of Pearle are no fuch Ornaments as here are commen¬ 
ded, 

Verf. to. If/inner s entice theef[ To an illbargaine, to a match 
of mifehiefe, as a Ahab did Ichofaphat , as Potiphars wife would 
have done Iofeph : and truly, thatheyeelded not, was no lefsa 
wonder, then that thofe three Worthies burnt not in the midft'of 
the fiery furnace. But as the Sun-lhine puts out fire, fo did the 
feare of God the fire of lull. 

Confint thou not ] But carry a fevere rebuke in thy counte¬ 
nance^ God doth, 7y4/.8o.i6. To rebuke them is the ready way 
to be rid of them. 

Verf. 11. If they fay 3 The Dragon bites the Elephants care, 
and thence fucks his bloud : becaufe he knows that to be the on¬ 
ly placethat he cannot reach with his trunk to defen d. So deale 
the red Dragon and his Angels; with good words and faire 
fpeechesthey deceive the hearts of the Ample. Rom. 16. 18. with 
much faire fpeech (he caufed him to yeeld, with the flattering of 
her lips (he forced him. Prov.7.21. 

Come With mej If finnerS have their Come, fhould not Saints 
much more/ 1 Come let m go to the houfi of the Lord . Efay 2 3. 

Come , let tts W'alk^in the light of the Lord. Verf, 5. Let us go (pee- 
dily to pray before the Lord, and to feek^the Lord of bofls : 1 trill 

goalfi.Zech.%.11 • fhould wenoe incite, intice, whet, and pro¬ 
voke one another.10.24. fliarpeo and extimulate, as Prov. 

27,17, roufe and ftir up each other to love and good works. 

lPtt.i.i}. 

Verf. 12. Let us fft>allo\\> them up alive~\ As the devill doth, 
l Pet. 5.8. 2 Tim.2.26. Homo hominidamon. The poore Indians 
have been heard to fay, It had been betterthattheir Conn trey 
B 3 had. 









5 A Comment me or Expofition Chap. i. 

--SdbwTriien to the devils of bell then to the Spaliards: and 

th«t if the cwell Spaniards go to heaven when they dye, they 
f-foctfceir pares) defire not to come there. 

' Verf. 13. We fall find all precious ftsbfiance 3 Bui thofe that 
rake together, return,quocunque mode rem, that count all good 
filhthac comes to net,will in the end catch the devill and all. 

Fill our fmfesmthfpoilcl Not confidering, that they confute 
frame to their boufes by cutting off many people, and fuming agasnfi 
their oWnfoules. Hub *. 10. He that brings home a packe 0 1 pla¬ 
guy cloaths, hath no fuch great booty of it. 

8 Verf. 14 Let wall have one purfe^ How much getter were a 
wallet to beg from doore' to doore then fuch a curfed hoard of 

CV1 Verf 15! ivJk »ot thou in the Way with them ] Cod will not 
take the wicked by the hand, lob S.20. Why then fhould we. 

PfaU6< Gather not my foule with ftnners, faith David. 0 Lord let me not 

to hell where the wicked-™ : for Lord , thoH kgmfi 
\ed their company here , kid a good Gentlewoman when fheWas 

to dve, being in much trouble of confcience. . , 

Verf. 16. For their feet run to evill~] By the abi fe of their lo¬ 
comotive faculty, given them to a better purpofe. They run, as 
if they fliouldnot come time enough, they take long Andes to¬ 
ward the burning lake, which is now but a little be ore them 

Ve rf. 17. Surely in vaine the net 3 Which is to f iy. Silly birds 
pickup the meat, but fee not the net, and fo become a prey to. 
the fowler. If the fruits of the flefh grow out of the trees of 
Sermon of Re- your hearts (faith bleffed Bradford ) finely, ^5, 
pcnt.pg.70. v atinn e with you: you are his birds, whom w her. he hath we« 
fed, he will broach you and cate you, chaw you, t.nd champ you 
world without end.ineternall woe add nylery. 

Verf. 1*. And they lay Waite 3 Their fin will furely find them 
out. No doubt this man is a murderer faid thofe Barbara , 
Nemo nequU^^ 2 8 4. whom thoughhe hadefcaped the bea, yeevengea 
tiam gerh in f[J crethnot to live.Surely I havefeen yefterday tbebloud of\ No- 
,pcAore,qni , . K ■ 6 Murder ever blecdsfrefhin cte eye of God ; 

SKtohimm^^rcs, yea, that eternity that tspaft, is but yefter- 

da) V,rf., 9 . Whichuk.chwayth'lif'l The greutr wealth the 
greater fpoile awaices a man: As a tree with .hick and large 
boughes, every man defires to lop him, Trsthemins writeth, th^ 



the Templars at the requeft of 'Philip King of France were put 
down, and extimft upon pretext of herefie , but indeed becaufe 
they were rich, and Philip fore longed after their pofiefiions. c> 
prui for its great wealth became a fpolktothe Romans. Anri fa* S!xtas Rufus, 
era fames, &c. A&rtf XiU vrdtnoh/toi iHt 9 i\»%pnuaTia{ if®?. Cove- Virgil, lfidor. 
toufnefs is daring and defperate.* it rides without reines, zsBa- 
lactm did after the wages of wickednefle, the Mammon of ini¬ 
quity. Lttkj 1 6.9. 

Verf. 20. JVifdome 3 Hebrew, JVifdomes : That is, the mod ab- 
foluteand foveraigne wifdome, the Lord Jefiis, in whom are 
hid all the treafures of wifdome and knowledge. Col. 3. who alfo is 
made unto us of Go A wifdome, righteoufnefs &c. 1 Cor* 1.30. 

Cryeth without} The Hebrew word fignifies oft, to Jhoutfor 
joy, 1 % Pfal.%1’2. Levit.9 ult. Chrift furely cryed fwcetly, the 
ioofe of his mouth was like the beft winethar goech down fweet- 
ly. Cant. 7. 9. with a defire did he defire our falvation, though he 
well knew it fhould coft him fo very deare. Luk^ 22.1 y. 

She vttereth her voice 3 Verbis non folum dijertisffed & exertie. 
Inthelaftday, that great day of thefeaft Jefus flood and cried 
faying, I f any man thirff let him come unto me and drinke,&c. Ioh. 7.37. 

Verf. 21, In the chiefe place of concourfe 3 Veritas non quant an- 
gttlos. Chrift, as hi9 manner was, preached in the Synagogues, 
deputed in the market with whomfoeverhc met, and prea¬ 
ched in the midft of Mars-hill, Att.ij.iy,*!, And at Rome hi$ 
bonds in Chrtfi were manifefi in all Ca?fats (fourty and in all other Phil, x ,15. 
places. 

Verf. 22. How long ye fimpU ones 3 The Fatuelli that are ea- 
fily perfwaded into a fooles Paradife. Thefe are the beft fort of 
bad men: The Apoftle calls them akakoi, Rom. 16.18. Optimipu - 
tantur Pontifices (faith Papirius Maffonius a Popifh Writer) fi j n via Paul j. 3 
vel Uniter malt Jint, velminus boni qndm caters mortales effe folent . 

Thofe are thought to be very good Popes that are not ftark 
naughtjOrthat have any good at all in them.ThefeSimpliciansare 
much better then fcorners, that delight in their fcorning, but far 
beyond thofe fooles that hate knowledge. See a like gradation, 

Pfal.i.l. with the Note there. Peccata non [unt paria Nemo re¬ 
pent e fit ttirpijfimtts. All fins are not alike finfull: and wicked men 
grow worfe and worfe. 

Verf 23. Turns you at my reproofed He that reproves, and 
then directs not how to do better, is as he that fnwftes a Lampe, 
bnt poyvres not inoyle to maintained 'Behold 






g ji Commentary or H.xpoJition , j^hap. n 

a£^3sas5£tss«s 

' SaSs^KflasaM 

anfwet with ^Augufline , Docliorem quarat, qut hanc qutflionem 
,. t p> h'mi look one that can tell him; for I cannot. 

** Vert 15. Btttyt have fit at nmgbt~\ As thofc i ecufantgiicfts 

them. They had cither fo 
much to do,or fo hide to do, that they could not make ufe of fo 
faite an offer,fo Tweet advice and advantage. 

AnimulimmoSmjnfroofe^ Kmnam ra«i.»r#. W<u. 

It is a furc preface and defect of ruine, when men will not be tu- 
Pt ov. *... ft- “ r h ' P c f eirethe m ote it is watered themore ,t is w.the- 

red. The tree that is not forfrmt, ’.^'d &e h * 

bC Verf. t 26 °. t "Sl D«!’ h“ inr c “” 

A ^“ lnS - f^re here the^venemo^natureof fin°fo »«£ »“g*o£ asTt 

Jenymrfe.ee cemmeebl That ternble lemfefl fob 15. at, 

T) r ! 11 f *r ullm Ho(ithus ( & profane Print c ) let up &nd 
1 ,ain - ,na ''-“o r ^ppedat^tw 0 new Gods, va.P^r and Pallor at 
«*'»«• ua JL teftifieth. Curator was wont tobe afraid at any fud- 
den noife, as being haunted with the furies of h.s own evillcon- 
n • , fence So was our Rich.Me third aiccr the murther ot histvvo 

?* nK,< innocent Nephews, and Charles the ninth of Tunce after the 
Th “ a S Malfacte Thefe Tyrants became moretemblc to them- 

feivesthen ever they had been to others. 

Verf.27. When jour, fcure cotnmeth as deflation] Scilicet, of 
war, which layesheapes upon hcapes: and leaves notaftoneup- 

00 Aun-Lv/rntod : Suddenly, and irreffllibly, and with a tet- 

tlb Verf. 28. Then jt.ill they enll,&c, Thiswas Stub mifety.^The 


VERBS. 
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Philiflimes are upon me, and God will not anfwer me. Thu 
was Afoahs curfe, lfa 16.12. This was the cafe of Davids ene¬ 
mies, Ffaf.tS.qi. Adolefullcafe it isfurely, when a man dial! 
lofe his prayers and (hall, not be a button the better for all his 

pretended orifons and devotions. Be that turneth away his fare Pcov.zS.f 
from hearing of the Law, even hit, prayer Jhall be abomindfife. If 
God anfwer him at all, it is according to the Idols of his heart, 
£^14.3. with bitter anfwers, as fudg.io. 13,14. Or if better^ 
yetitisbucasheanfweredthe Ifraehtes for Quailes, and after¬ 
wards for a King; better have been without. Dew fiepe dat ira- 
tus quod negat propitiw. Giftlefle gifts God gives (ometimes. 

Jojh. 24 20. Be mil confume yon after that he hath done you 
good. 

Verf 29. For that they hated knowledge'] Thefe are the word 
fort offinners, verfe 22. that not only flight knowledge,but hate Herodor# 
it, as theeves do a torch in the night; curfeit, as Ethiopians do er ° 
the fcorching Sun ; flie againft it, as Batts do againft the light. >• 

This is condemnation, this is hell afore-hand, foh.$. 20. 

And did not chafe] Aps7« qaafid/fiTH: \y&av quafi 

Refufe the evill and chufe the good; chufe the things that pleafe 7 . 
God, \fa 56.4. thac wherein he delights, lfa.6 5. 12. Such a 
choife made Mofes , Heb■ 11.25. and "fojhaah, chap. 24.15. and 
Mary. Lnk^io- 42. 

Verf 30. They would none of my c° fifed] Thefe are condem¬ 
ned and menaced, as well as thofe thac defpifed or execrated 
Gods reproof. So alfo in the precedent verfe, not only they that 
hated knowledge, but that did not chufe the feare. of the Lord 

They defpifed all my reproof] Hebrew, They execrated, blaf- 
phemed it. 

Verf. 31. Therefore Jhall they eate of the fruit 3 Eate as they 
baked, drink as they brewed. They that fow the wind of iniqui¬ 
ty, fhall reape the whirlewinde of mifery. <j£quum efl ut faber 
quas fecit compedes ipfe gefiet. 

And be filled with their own devices] Their Nevcr-enough (hall 
be quit with fire enough in the bottome of hell. 

Verf 32. For the turning away [] Whereas it might be ob* 
je&ed, that meane-while wicked men live at cafe and profpfer.. 

It is granted; but withall averted, that thefe fatted oxen arc but 
fitted for the (laughter. TheSun-(hineofprofperity ripens the 
,finof the wicked apace, "Bernard cals.it mifericordiam omniin- 
C dignatione 






A Cowntentarie or Expefition Chap. 2. 

dignationecrttdelivrem, a merty that he had no mine to. What 
good is there inhaving a fine fate with the plague in it i* As foone 
may a man mifearry upon the foft fands, as upon the hard 
rocks. 

-Vert-#. Shallbe quietfrom thefearej Impavidun: ferient m- 
i»£. Me (hall nor be affraid of evill tidings. His Arke is pitched 
within and without; toffeditmay be, but not drowned; fhaken, 
b ut not fhiveredj&c. 


Vcrfe r. My Sor.~] 

F Atherly and fiiiall affedion ought to be betwixt T eacher and 

hearers. But who is their Father? 1Sam.10.1z, O my Fa¬ 
ther, my Father,(aid he to the dying Prophet, 2 Kings 13.14. 
"Dwell with me, and be unto me- a Father and a Briefi, laid that 
Idolatrous Micah to the wandring Levite. Judg 17.10, Popifii 
Novicesdo foohferve their Patrcj (as they call them) that though 
Spec.Europ* [hey command 1 them a voyageto China or Peru, without difpiue 
or delay they prefently fetforward. Tu dr Afinas tinnm efiote, 
(laid one once co>a young Novice that being to ente.r into a Mo- 
naftery, asked his counfell, how he (hould carry himf;lf?) Come 
Children, hearken untome, I will teach you the r’eare of the 
Ford. Pfitf. 1 r.. 

i Verf: z.-. So that thou enclihe, thine core J Lie low s t Gods feet, 

and fay, SpealgLord, forthyfiervant bearetb. His Saints fit doWn 
at bh feet, every one to- r eceive bis word, Deut.tf. 3. they are 
compared to a garden of Cucumbers, Ij,i. 1 8. which when ripe, 
lie on the ground. Surely aewatejrs meet and reft ir low valleys/ 
(0 do God^ graces in'lowly‘hearts. 

And apply thy heart J Attehcibn of body, intension of mind, 
& retention of memory areindifpenfably defiled o: r all wifdoms 
A A. & Mon. Schollers; fuchas King Edbard the fixth, who cor ftantly flood 
v up at the hearing of the Word, tooke notes, wh.ch he after- 

wards'dili^ntly perufed,' andwroughc the Sermor upon his af- 
fadllofis by-meditaeion. 

Verf. 3 if thou crjefl after knordedg [J 'Bene craffe efi bene 
fiuduijfe,. fai & Luther. Knowledge is Gods gift, J ( mesi, 5. and 
• j afll£l Xll7 . mull be fought at his. hand , (uh he ; .s th e father of lights, and fels 
useye-falve. Rev.^ij, tsAnd. 


II 


Chap. 2. upon the Proverbs. 

~And lifteft up thyvoice J As refolved to give God no reft fill 
thou haft it. A dull fuitor begs a deniatl. Then fhall men know 
if thev follow on to know the Lord. Hof. 6. 3. Teach me, teach 
me, faith David often. Lord (hew me thy glory, Laid UHofet 
newly come from the mount. 

Verf. 4 . if thou feekefi-her tu ftlver 3 OpulentiffimumetaUa quo- 
rttm in alto latent vena, faith Sertepa , your ndveft mewls lie loW- Sen.Epift.: 
eft. yifeera terra extrakimus , ja-digho gefietur gemma, quam 
petimw, faith Pl'my : We draw out the very bowels of the earth, Lib-a.cap. 
that we may get the gem that we defire Shall we notdo as much 
for this pearle of price, the knowledge of God and his Witt, of 
our fclves, and our duties ? Beg we muft verfo. but withail 
we muft dig too , verfe 4 and continue to do fo fearchmg tot hex, 
asforforhidtreafures. Ora & labor a ; for elfe, the talfiafthe 
lip only brings want, Brov, 14 - 25 ; What man finding a richMme 

of Gold or filver, k content with the ifirft Dare that offers it 

felf to his view; and doth not digdeeper and deeperttllhe he^ 

come owner of the whole treafure ? So here, Then (hall ye know 
if V e follow on to know the Lord, Hdf6+ if ye: ceafc not aU ye 
net all the dimenfions of knowledge mentioned by the Apoltle, 

^kphef.^.i 8 . till ye fee that bliflfefutl & 

Verf. 5 Then Jhalt thou under ft anQ I faen (halt tfoouhe aj-thofe 
noble Romans were, chap. 15,14* f goodnefe, filled with 
all knowledge, able alfo to admonifh others; m fine, a well-ac- 
complilht Chriftian; that hath Cbnftianfot ^s mme, and C^- 
thJh for his Sirname. Such a Catholickas Auftm defenbeth 
when he faith, Boni Catholic* funt qui&fidtm integranfeqUHrtur 
& b m o,n,,rc,. Thofe be good Cathobcks, tltttbdeeve well 
and live well. Thefe be thofe ancient Roman-Catholickcs. 

Verf 6 . Out of bis mouth commetb knowledge J lr it could DC 

faid by the divine Ghronologer, £x Adami fapientijfimi dofloris Buchofc. 

ore promanaW, tanejuamex fonte quicquid in mttndo efi Mum 
doEtrinarum, difcipltnarum, feientk & fitpientU* Oat Ot Adams 
mouth (even after the Fall) as out of a Fountaine flowed all the 
profitable knowledge, skill, and wifdome in the World: how 
much better may the fame be faid of -the only wife God, who is 
wonderful! in Counfell, and excellent in working ? W 28 - 2 9 \ Fi * 
tonici lumen mentium e/e dixerunt ad difeonda omm^-eundemipum Aug< a ec ; v ; t( 
Deumk quo faXafunt omnia. The Platonifts fafd that God the Dei. 

Maker of all was that light of the mind whereby we learne all. . 

C 2 ven. 






A Commentary or ExpofetiotJ Chap. 2 .. 

Verf. 7. HeUyethup found rvlfdome ] Hebr. Suljl.wce, re- 
allay i that which hatha true being, in oppofition to ; bat.Vehicl* 
it totl fo riches are defcribed, Prov. 23.5. Heaven only hath a. 
foundation, earth hath none, but is banged upon nothing. Grace, 
hath folid fubftance in it and true worth: whereas opinion only 
fcts the price upon all outward things. The Prophet;fi»wcom- 
plaines of the Epicures of his time, that they atetheLambs out 
of the flock,and the Calves out of the midft of the ftall,uey drank 
wine in bowles and chanted to the found of v\o\s, dec. A,nos 6.4, ?>, 
6 . Thisto feme mightfeem brave and definable.But w, 13. the 
Prophet in true judgement thus fpeakes to them, Te which re- 
\oyce in a thing of nought,dr c. ye embrace a fhadow,ye pnrfue after 
things that profic not, but perifh in theufe: for Meais for the 
,3% belly, and the belly for meats.- but God will deftroy both it and 
them. 

Some fenfe the Text thus.- The Lord layes up font d rvlfdome 
for the righteous,&c. when he is in diftrefle,then he hatbfuch qui- 
etnefleof fpirit, fou.ndnefs and prefence of mind, that in the 
midft of his ftraits he: is in a fufticiency. Not I'o. th: wicked,, 

?0^.2T. 22. 

He is a buckler to them~\ The body cannot be wounded but 
through the buckler, if skilfully handled. Happy art thouO Ifrael: 
*' i9 ' yobo is likfi unto thee, Q people, faved by the Lord,, the field of thy- 
help}&e. 

Verf. 8. He keepeth the paths of judgement J Well may they, 
walke uprightly that are fo ftroogly fupported. Go Is hand is 
ever under his>; they cannot, fall beneath it. He keepeth the feet, 
of his Saints, 1 Sam. 2,p. 

Verf. p. Then Jbalt thou underftand righteoufnefs j] Not as cog- 
nofeitiva, {landing in fpeculation Buc as direBiva viu , a rule of 
life. Knowledge is either Apprehenfivc only, or Aff.ftive alfo. 
This differs from thar, as much as the light of the Sun (where¬ 
in is the influence of an enlivening power ) from the light o£ 
torches. 

Verf. 10. lspleafctnt tothyfouie J Spiritual I joy. mortifies fin. 
His mouth hankers not after homely provifion,. that hath lately, 
tafted.of delicate fuftenance; plealur.e there muft be i a the waies. 
of God, becaul'e therein men let outtheir loules into God, that 
isthefountaineof all good, hence they fo infinitely iiftaftefins. 
raflelefs fooleries:. Crede mihi resfever a eft verurn gaudsum, faith, 
Serna* True, joy is a folid.bufine flic, Ver, 


Chap. a. upon the Proverbs, _ 

~Verf. IK Vtfcretion jj Hebr. T boughtfulnefs,. or good ad- 

vifement. Cogito ^ficoogito. Nouu fer e i,«um fucb« «thacof 

the wifetopleafe her husband, i Cor.j. 34. calling this way and 

that way how to give beft content: Or that of the good hut- Prov.i* u- 

Wife to build her houfe;. ftudying in every bufinefe how to fet 

every thing in orderAs the Carpenter ftudies how to fet every 

part ofthe frame in joint. 

Verf. 12 - That fveaketh frowardthings } As if his mouth were 
diftorted, or the upper-lip flood whtre the nether fkould. See 

A{ Verf 12, " To walkjn the waies of darkle ft J As theeves, drun¬ 
kards, dicers, and our other Solifug* that anufe evenGofpcl- 
light, that put not light under a bufhell, but under a dunghill, 
that when they have walkedthemfelvesa weary in rhefe by ways 
rhieh waiesto hell) fit down in darknefle and m the fhadow of 
death, Luk. 1.79* which pofture imports 1. Continuance there. 

2 . Content, as well apaidof their feat. Thefe hate the light .1 he- Joh 
can/e their waies are evill : the light ftands in the hght of their 
wicked waies, as the Angel did tn^Balaams way, ,td hisfin. 

Verf, 14. who rejoyce to do evill 3 It is their meat, drink,fporc, 

Prov. 4.27-& 10.23. they cannot be merry unlefle thedevillbe 
their playfellow. This is reckoned as an aggravation of forts- Icr.i : r . rr- 
falems fin, when thou doft evill thenthoU ' 

the forrow of him that fuffereth evill,then the jollity of hun that p ^nm qua- 
doth evill, faith Attftin. bijina inlquai 

Verf. IS. whofe waies are crooked"} How juflly may God fay facjtnns. 
tofuch as the Crab in the Fable did to theSerpent wjumhehad 
oivcnhira his“d^^ounafocT,Trc-ro 5 Kci^nd, t .on S , andihen 
faw him ftretch himfelfout ftraight, oporto* fie. vacjfe. Ic 
istoo late now .-. you ftiould have lived fo. , . 

And theyfro^ard-} Abfurd.zThefyz Men madeupqt meere At.™,- 

v «■«-»" 

bands are bands, whofe words are cords to-drawamantnasi- 
foole to the Hocks, or an oxe to the flaiighttr. 

Verf. 17. Which forfaketh the gutde-of her youth} That lS,Her 
husband, as Helena, Heredias, Berenice 25. 13. 

odious harlots. Multerium uuaft ad alteram, , veL ad alt r™ Btcirn. - 
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This Wanton never wants one,though her husband be ne- § 


ver (b neare. 

ssfndforgettetb the Covenant of her Cjod] Marriage is a mixt 
Covenant, partly religious, and partly civil : The parties tye 
themfelves firft to God, and then to one another. Tbe bond is 
made to God, who alfo will be ready enough to tak; the forfei¬ 
ture. For Whores and Adulcerefles God will judge. Heb, 13. 3. 

Verf. 18. Forherhotifc enclineth unto deathly Terence cal lech 
harlots Cruces , quia juvenes macerent & ajfligant. Venery is 
deaths beft harbinger.- Venn* ab antiqttis avsv^sa nr dicla, She pro* 
videth, faith one, not for thofe that are already borne, hue for 
thofe that (hall beborne. Of Pope Paul the fourth ( th-at old 
. . Rcn - lus . Goat) it went for a by-word, eum per eandem partem animam 

UC0 ' C ’ profudiffe, per quam acceperat. Pope John the twelfth being ta- 
Birru. ken with an Adulterefs was ftabbed to death by her husband. 

Alexander the great, and OthoPae third, loft their lives by their 
lulls. But hew many (alas) by this meanes have loft their foulest 
Flefhly lulls ( by a fpecialty ) fight againft the foule, 1 < ZVr.2. 12. 
And nothing hath fo much enriched hell f faith one j asbeautiful 
faces. • 

zsfndher paths unto the dead] Hebrew, El Reflhaim- to the 
nap} -mffFo Qj ants . part of -hell where thofe damned nohftefsare^ 

together with thofe fcnfual Sodomices. who giving themfelves 
y ' " over to fornication, and going after ftrange Heft. ar e thrown 

^eaTlbnr f ort ^ f° r an cxani P' c » (offering the vengeance of eternall fire. 

** Jude 7. 

Verf. 19. Nbne that go unto herreturne again] Some of the 
Ancients havcherehence concluded, that Adultery is an unpar¬ 
donable fin. But all manneroffin , and blafphemy flail be forgiven 
unto men (faith our Saviour) fame only the Jin a gainfl the holy 
Ghofl. Mat. 1 2.3 1 . True it is, that a Whore is a deep ditch , and 
a flr.wge woman is a narro^ pit , Prop. 23. 27. Thai: whoredome, 
and wine, and new wine, take away the heart. Hof.4 * 1. That fuch 
are faid to be. deflit ute of nxderflanding, and to hav; loft the light 
of nature. Prov.6. 32. Rom. 1.28. to be pall feeling and given 
opto a dead anddedolentdifpoGrion,£/>l>.4.18,19. to beimpu- 
whi ouyL*r dent, Jer.z,$. ('wherefore alfothey are comparedl o dog?, Dent. 

23*18. zSam.iS.) and for moft part impeniten:, Ecclefy. 2 %. 
Grace (as One wellobferveth) isfeated inthe pow ers of Nature. 
Now carnal fins difable nature, and fo fetus in a greater diftance 

from 


from grace, astaking away the heart, &c. Howbeit all things 
are poflible with God, Mark^9- 2 <5 ) 2j. And though few have 
awakened out of thisfnareof thedevill, yet fome have is Da¬ 
vid, and that woman, Luk^ 7. 37,5o. left any humbled finners 
fhould defpaire. 

Verfao. That thou may eft walk-in the way] This is another 
work of wifdome, as to keep us from bad company, fo to put us 
into good,where much good may be learned. Dr Tay lour Mar- AB & M 
tyr rejoyced that ever he came in priibn, there to be acquainted * . ‘ 
with that Angellof Cjod John Bradford ( fo he called him. J Lati¬ 
mer and Ridley (while they lived ) kept up Cranmer by inter- Ibid, 
courfe of Letters, and otherwife from entertaining counfels of 
revolt. A child having been brought up with Plato returned home 
to his Fathers houfe, and hearing his Fatherto chide and exclaime 
fnrioufiy in his anger, ufed thefe fpcechcs to his Father, I have Sen. <Jc 
never feen the like with Plata. Llb *3 C3 P 

Verf. 21. For the upright Jbs.lldwell in the land] Of Canaan a 
type of heaven : for by thefe outward andcorporalthings, in. 
ward, fpiricual, and eternal are underftood. Here the vvifeman 
fpeakes after the manner of Mofes Law under which be lived, 
Dem.ii. And howfoever upright men fuffer haflrdfliip and hun¬ 
ger here, yet they enjoy great tranquillity and felicity, as feeing 
God in all, and depending wholly upon him for help, well for 
the prefent, andit Will be better hereafter ;this is the upright mans 
Motto. Heaven {thinks he ) wik make amends for all. He that 
fees vifions of glory, will not matter with Saint Stephen afhower 
of ftones; how much leffe will he think much,though the Lord 
give him the bread of adverfity, and water of affliction?//,?,; 0.20. 

Verf. 22. But the Wicked jhallbe cutoff] Certainly, fuddenly, 
utterly, cum maxime velint vivere , When they have feathered 
their nefts, and let up their reft, and reckon nport long life, as 
the foole in the Gofpel : God will (hoot at them with an arrow 
fuddenly, and fetch them off when they ieaft look fork. The 1 
wicked may dye (inning; The Saints (hall not dye till the beft 
time.nottill that time when, if they were but rightly informed, 
they would even defire to dye. 

Shall be rooted out] Hebrew, pluckt up, as degenerate plants, 
£xorientur,frdexurentttr - God (hall likewife deftroy thee for 
ever, he fhailtake thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling 
place,and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah Pf 34.5. 
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Verfe 1. My Son,forget not ] 

W E fhould be able to fay to Wifdome, as Coe its did to ber 
Udv^toma, Fruftra <Domina, jufftSH : btcewm at- 
Dio in rcfpar. ^cateraomnia^mihiimperas it-.fim*rmmemor» habe,out 
exea deleri non pofftnt. Yon need not,Madam,bid medo your bu- 
f-nefle, fori foremember your commands, as Insed never be 

minded of them. , ^ # a 

ftt jfa fedui tam voile mihi, quampojfe, nccejjt eft, 

I am ready, to my power, to do your p eafare. 

But let thine heart keepe] As the Arke keptthu twoT , 
fweet mercy ,nd 

defired. Pfdl,U. 12. Short life is reckoned as a curie. Pfal. 55. 
M , 24. yet, in fomie cafe, it is a blefling, \ Kings ^ 13. 
pi tte'Qiot, 2vLo,on*ovKu ( .G od rakethaway his from the eull to corners 
dLTS when there is a fire in anhoufe or town men carry out their Jew- 
OratixS els; but then God makes them up in his Cabinet . they do enter 
into peace, their foul es go to heaven, they reft in thur beds, their 
bodies reft Tweedy and l'afely in the grave till the r.Turre<ft«onof 
thfe Tuft, Efay% 7,2. And is noe this far better thent he longeft life 
“here ? Length of daics may prove a curfe, when it wrings fhame, 
foi row,&c. as it did to Cain, Cham, &c. . 

And peace {hull they adde tothee ] Without which, to live is 
nothing elfe but to lye a dying. Rebecca for wan: of this, was 
weary of her life; fo was EH*h, when he fate under the Jumper. 
All the daies of the affixed arc evill, Prov. 15.15. « 

evtffiti They dwell together, they do noc live together, fa.d 
Theomiftocles o f married folk that agree not. Nm tUe dm vix- 
iu fedditt fait, faid Seneca of one. And again, Non mult am 
vavivavit, fed muitum jatlaius eft , He was coded much up and 
down, buc failed not far, as being driven about by contrary 

had they add to thee Q Multiplicem pacemfigmftcat, faith one, 
Peace,peace, 2slfa.26.3- that is, a mulciplyed peace with v^od, 
with ones (elf, with others; or a renewed continued peace, to 
day, tomorrow, and everyday.- Or a perfefr theere, pure 
peace, Vef ' 


chap. 3. upon the Proverbs. ^7 ' — 

Vetf. 3. Let not mercy and truth for Jake thee] That is, true 
mercy, not that which is natural or moral onely, but that which 
is right both quo ad foment, & quoad finem. They that do other- 
wife, as heathens and hypocrites, lay up their treafure in the eyes 
andearesof men j which is a cheft, that hath neither lock nor 
key to keep it. 

Bind them ] That is, My Commandements. He feemes to 
allude to Dent.6$. See the Note there. 

Verf. 4. So Jhalt thou find favour'] As did Jofeph, Mofcs,Da¬ 
vid, he was a man after Gods own heart, and whatfoever he did 
pleafed the people. It is God that gives credit: hefa/hionech 
mens opinions, and inclineth their hearts, as £^oft acknow¬ 
ledges with much thankfulncffe,c%>7.27.0 re. 

Verf. 5. Truft inthe Lord] To truft in Godistobeunbot- 
totr/dofthyfelfe, and of every creature, and fo to leane upon 
God, that if he faile thee thou finkeft. Confidence is the leaft, 
and yet the bHHve can render to the Lord: For hereby we ac¬ 
knowledge his foveraignty, and fet the Crown upon his head, as 
it were. See fudges 9 15. 

And leane not to thine own tinder ft anding ] Which becaufe men 
do, hence it is many times that the faireft blofl’oms of their en¬ 
deavours wither, and the improbable/! things do come to pa/fe : 

God loves to confute men in their confidences, as he did the phi- 
liftims in their Champion Goliah, We muft not therefore truft . 
no we muft not truft itfelf, but God on whom it relies; who is> - - : 
therefore called our Trull. They truft noc God at all, that, not 
alone. He that ftands with one foot on a rock, and another foot 
upon a cjtiickfand will fink and perifh as certainly, as he that 
ftands with both feet on a quickland. Lord lead me to d rocl^that 
ij higher then I, faicb David. Whither when he was once got,then 
he late and lung ,7 he Lord is my rock, and my falvation,&c. Tfal. 

27.1. Surely as one faid of gcnerall Counfels, they feldome were 
fticcefteful, "becaufe men came with confidence, leaning to their 
own underltanding, and feeking for viftory ratherthen verity : 
fo it holds as true in other like cafes. 

Verf. 6 . In all thy ivales acknowledge him] Aske counfell at 
his mouth, aime at his glory, be evermore inthe fenfe ofhispre- 
li "cc,and light of his countenance. It is reported o( a worthyDi- 
vinc of Scot laud, that he did even cate and drink and deep eternal zicbens con-.. 
lifc.This is to walke wichGod,this is to live by faith,this is to fee v C rc.preface, 

D him 




tg A Commntarie or Expofition _Chap^. 

hi m that is invifible {Mofes his optick) this is to go Crupper 
wav- even that way of life that is above to the wife, that he may 
depart from hell beneath. Prov. 15 24-See the Note there. 

\yfnd he flail dirett thy paths j As he carchilly c ao.c out the 
Ifraelites way in the wildernefic; not the (horteft, tut yet the 
lafeft for ihem: So will God do for all that make him their 
£ uide The Athenians had a conceit that their Goddeile Minerva 
turned all their evill counfels into good unto them. The Romans 
thought that their Vibilia ( another heathcmfti Deity) fee them 

againe in their right way.when at any time they were out A 1 

this and more then this is undoubtedly done by the ti ue God for 
all that commit their waies unto him. and depend upon him for 
direction and fuccefie. Loe this God vs ottr god for ever and ever; 

Ffah48.11. he\V\ll be our gnideven unto death. 

Verf. 7 'Be not wife in thine own eyes ] Bis defpit am Jih/apa. 
He is two fooles that is wife in his own eyes. This 
marres all Socrates his Hoc fcio quod mhilfcio , gat him the name 
. . , of the wifeft among mtn.ConjUhfatis in me mi hi- - is rhe proud 

- Arichne apud ^ - He thac wou j d be wile mull be a foole th at he may be 

wulfoT wife. P i^- 3 - lS * Intus exiflensprohibctahcr.tw: A conceit Ok 
wifdome bars out wifdome. . . r , c 

Feare the Lord] This makes a modeft opinion of a mans lelf. 
lofeph a man famous for the feare of God, when Phn-ach expec¬ 
ted from him an interpreration of his dreame as having heard 
^ .. much Of’’is Skill, It is not in me, faidhe, God fall pvel baraob 

• ,Gen ' 4 ^ anfw&of peace. Loe he extenuates his own gifts and afenbes 

alltoGod. Wherefore luddenly after, as Jofeph had faid to 
-Pharaoh, without me flail God make anfwcr tpTharaoh, fo l ha- 
raoh is heard fay to Jofeph, Without thee flail no man lift up bci 
hander foot in all the Land of JEtypt, verf 44 - So th*t here was 
exemplified that holy Proverb. Prov.z 2.4* by humility and the 
feare of the Lord are riches and honour, and life, the originall 
runs thus, By humility the feare of the Lord are riche ., &c. There 
is no And in the Hebrew. Humility and the fear«. of the Lord 
are fo neare akin (this being the mother of that j as if the one 
were predicated of the other, as if they were one and the lame 

^And depart from evill] Another cffefl of this cleane feare of 
God, as <Vavid cAleth U. Pjal. I 9 . 9 .Cave,fpe£lat Cato, was a 
watch-word among the Romans. A reverend and religious man 


before him in his ftu dy A loll 

veccare: Nam Bern videt, 

. r^trfl^ibitur \nfemus ertmabit . Take heed of fin . forGod 

freth thce^ Angels lhndbythee, the devillwill accufe thee, thy 
f nfri tce vvilf teftifie againft thee, and hell will torture thee. 

E111 betides all this, there is mercy with God that he may be fea- pfal. 134 4. 
fed : and the Children of Ifrael (hall feare the Lord and his Hof 3 j • 

80 Vet ft It fiat be w/i t.thy ] That is, Thoti (halt be 

in oood plight both for the out ward and inward man.Thy bones 
S11 of marrow, thy breads foil of milk, thy /pint alfo lively 
and lifted op in the waies of the Lord. And as it is with children 
“the womb ( forto thefe is the allufron here) that by the navdi 
nontiflimem is miniftred unto them yea, even to tee lengthen- 
: n „ of the inward pans: So the godly in the Church ate fed and 
bred by the faith and feare of God: and as without marrow in MuAr.Mcr, 
no Dare of man, no not that which is of greiteftva- c^r.T.W. & 
lue antfforce:is able to^o any thing: So the length that they 
have from God is as the marrow which ftrengtheneth the bone,, 
and makeththem apt to do good things. And as a man that hath 
his bones filled with marrow, and hath abundance of good bloud 
and frdh (pints in his body, he can endure to go with efic 
cloths then another; becaufc he is well lined within. So it is 
with a heart that hath a great deale of grace and peace, he w ill 

co through difficulties and troubles though outward comforts 

Lie him It is recorded of Mr Saunders Martyr that him.elt 

flioul i tell the party that lay in chc fame bed with him in prifon 

that even in the time of his examination before Steven Gardiner Afi< & Mon. 

he ml wonderfully comforted, not only in fpinc.but alfo in bo- follJ ,8. 

d v he received a certaine tafteof that holy Communion ofSamts 

Seft a moft pleafant refreffitng did iflue from every part and 

member of the body to the feat and place of the heart, and 

from thence did ebbe and (low to and fro, unto all the parts 

aSa Verf. 9 . Honour the Lord with thy fubfiance] Freely expen¬ 
ding in pious and charitable ufes, fW.25.19. Dent. 26.2. bee 

rh -Notesthere. See alfo my common place of Aimes. 

“To. So filthy bames be filled-] The Jewes at this day 
though not in tlieir own Countrey, nor have a Leviticall Prieft- 
hood, yet thofc who will be reputed religious amongft themdo 
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diftribute the tenth of their encreafe unto the poore: being per- 
fwaded that God doth blefte their encreafe the moreFor their 
ufuall Proverb is, r Decima,ut Awesfias. Pay thy tithes that thou 
maiftberich. Seethe Note on Aint.$.7. 

Verf 11. Dejpife not the chaftcntng of the Lord J SI :gh.t it not 3 
but fit alone, Lam 3.28. and confider Ecclef.y.\r\. Some think it 
a goodly thing to bcare out a croffe by head and (boulders, and 
iveare it out as they may, neverimproving it: As a dog, thac 
getting out of the water into which he is caft, fhakeo his eares ; 
or as a man, that comming out of a fhower of raine, dries again* 

• and all is as before. PerdidiftisfruttumajfiBionis faith asiaftia oL 
j fuch fcapethrifts. Thusthe proud Greeksfhaving loft two Caftles 
in Ch'erfoncfw, taken from them by the Turkcs) com monly faid, 
that there was but a hogfty loft, alluding to the name of thac 
1 • Country : Whereas that was the firft footing that the Turks got 
in Europe, and afterwards poffeffed themfelvesof the Imperial 
City of Conftantinople. Shortly after zAnno 1358. Callipolis aifo 
being loft, the mad Greeks, to extenuate the matter, when they 
had any talke thereof, in jetting wife commonly faid, that the 
Turks had but taken from them a bottle of wine. So Cjalieniis 
the Roman Emperour, hearing that ./Egypt was revoked, faid, 
Quid. ? fine lino i /Eg ypt 10 e[fe non pojjhnus ? What? cannot we 
be without the hemp of iEgypt f So when fallice was taken from 
us by the French,the Court-Parafites, to cafe Queen A {(tries mind 
j (which yet they could not) faid, that it was only a refuge foe 
runnagate Herecicks; and that no true Roman Cathclike oughc 
to deplore, but rather re/oice at the dammage. 

zs4t Regina gravi jamdtsdtrm fauci.i curd 
Vttlntu alit -vents —- 

Monfieur de Cordesufed to fay, that he would be content with 
all his heart to lye in hell feven ycares, on condition :hat Callice 
were taken from the Englifh. And a confide rate Englifh Cap- 
taine being asked by a proud Frenchman, When wdl ye fetch 
CAllice againe? Gravely replycd, fthnndo peccata veftra ermt 
noftris graviora, When your fins ftiall weigh down 01 rs. God is 
to be feen in every thing wc fuffer: lick light afiMicns not im¬ 
proved are but as a drop of wrath forerunning the gteat {forms, 
a crack forerunning the mine of the whole. 
u ' Neither beWeary of his correction ]] This is the Otf er extreme,, 
defpaire and defpondency of fpirir»See my Love-tokerS) P.44.&C, 

Ver.12* 
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Verf. 12, For whom the Lord loveth~\ The Saints affli&ions 
proceed oft from love difpleafed, offended. And yet we have 
fome now that tell us that God is never difpleafed with his peo¬ 
ple, though they fall into Adultery, or the like fin, no not with 
a Fatherly difpleafure: that God never chaftifeth his people for 
any fin, no not with a fatherly chaftifement, But he (though a 
Father ) doth alterthe fet of his looks towards his Child, who 
is wanton upon his love, and lets down the diligence of his juft 
obfervance and duty. 

In Whom he delighteth ] Qtsem unice diligit whom he cockers 
above the reft of his children. That Ton in whom he is ifceli 
pleafed, faith Mercertu, quern approbat, whom he makes his 
white-boy : So Theophylatt, fifiui excipitttr ii ntimero fingc Hat or urn, 
excipitttr d numero filiorum. He that efcapes affliction may well 
lufpefl his adoption, See my Love-tokens, p.54,5 5. 

Verf, 13. Happy U the mm ] Though afflicted, if withall in- 
ftruded: Si vexatio det intellctfum. Bought wit is ever beft pri¬ 
zed. Bleficd is the man whotu than chafienefi 0 Lord, and thereby 
teacheft him out of thy Law. Pfal. 94.12. Sc ho la cruets, fcbola lucis. 

Gods houfe of correction is his fchoole of inftrudion. See my 
Love tokens , p.143,146. &c. 

And the man that getteth under ft anding~\ Hebr. That araweth 
out nnderft anting , viz. dethcfaarofuo, out of the good treafureof 
his heart, as that good Scribe inftrudted to the kingdome of Mat,i3.5% 
heaven. The Chaldee hath it,jabiang,fcaturireficit, that hath fo 
profited in fpiricual underftanding, thac he can readily bring ic 
forth to the benefit of others. 

Verf 14. F or the mcrchandife of ] That is, The profit that is 
gotten by making ufeofit. Ksps/aWT-gj» xe-ar/sJ^sv faith a Father. 

Scldome is any man weary of taking money. Sing a Song of 
Vtil-, and men will lend their cares to it. The fajfia»s in Straboy 
delighted with the Mufick of an excellent harper, ran allaway, 
asfoon astheMarket-bcil tang; fave a dcafe old man ; andheto 
go too as foon as he heard of it. Now GodUnejfe is profitable to 
all things, as having the P ramifies of both lives: and the promi¬ 
ses arc exceeding great and pretious things, 2 Tet. J..4. even.the 
unfqjrchable riches of Chrift, Sphef, 3.8. who brings gold tried 
ir. the fire, and that which is better. Af^.3.18. For one graine 
of Grace is far beyond all the gold of Ophir , and one hours en¬ 
joyment of God to be much preferred before all the King of 
v D 3 S paincs 
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T^^anrTualTcntradces. What is Gold and Silver but the guts 
and garbage of the earth ? and what is all the pompe and glory 
of the world, but dung and dogs-meat ? I efteeme 

them no better (Turely j that I may win Chrift, faid S:./W,chac 
great trader both by Land and Sea, iCor.i 1.23.25,’6. Let me be 
put CO any paine, to any lofft,tantundum tit Iefttm natt:ifcar, fo I 
may get my Jefus, faid Ignatius. This gold we cannot buy too 
dear .whatever we pay for ir.The wifeMerchant felsall to purchafe 
it Mat.i 3.44,46. Every true Son of Jacob will be content to 
pare with his broth for the birthright, to purchafe fairituall fa¬ 
vours with earthly, Tfal.i 34.3. The Lord that made heaven and 
earth,blefl'e thee out of Sion, which is to fay, the bleflings that 
come out of Sion are choife, peculiar, precious, even above any 
that come out of heaven and earth. Hag. 2.7. When God is 
fluking all Nations the Saints (hall come with their defirable 
things (fo fome read the words) colligent omnes the/aarosftsos, 
faith Calvin • they fliall gather up all their treafures. 

• • 'uni Verf.iy. She is more precious then rubies'] Or, Parries, which 

luSUc of old were moft highly efieemed, as Pliny teftificth : Kcfira ata- 
omnium rc- te rndtis aidsgemmis pofponuntur , Now adaies there are many 
rumprccii other gems of greater price, as rubies, carbuncles, kc. Cardan 
Margaritx k- tcls us 6 t h a t every precious ftone hath an egregious vertuein it 
oSher Hift every fpirituall grace hath,we are fure, and is of more value then 
aq-.aiil. large demaines, ftately buildings, and ten thoufand rivers of oilc. 

• lib.4 if the Mountaines were pearle, the huge Rocks rubies, and the 

Cava. Subt. vvhole globe a ^j n i n g c hryfolite,yct all this were noi: to be named 
L,b 7 ' in the lame day with wifdome. 

Verb id. Length of dates is in her right hand"] This is the fame in 
effett with verje 2. See the Note there, i\f.mi Tlw±,dn.-> mnfi 
t " vccutov, faid Socrates ; The fame againe may be profitably faid 

over; Solomon wanted neither matter nor words, e nd yet he re¬ 
peats and inculcates (for his Readers greater benefit ) the fame 
matter in the lelf fame words almoft. Nmqnam fatu dicit tire] nod 
L , Seneca. m nc]uam fatisdifeitur. As to the Text 5 Health and long life is 
that which every man covets. Now, Non downs <$■ fundus,non arts 
Horae. acervm & auriiAdgroto dominideducat corporefebn s. Riehesavaile 

notin the day or wrath,but righteoufnelTe delivered] from teach. 
‘provao.'i. The honourable garter cannot cure the gout, nor the 
chaire of eftate cafe the collick, nor a Crown remove thehead- 
ach. Ntsgas the Scythian defpifingthe rich prei.nts and orna¬ 
ments 
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ments that were fent unto him by Michael PalcologttsJim'pztout 

of Conftantinople, asked, whether thofe things could drive away p ac hym C r. 

calamities, difeafes, or death? No : this they cannot do; as Hift.Iit.y. 

Henry BeattfoMit rich and wretched Cardinal)found by vvoful 

expedience in the reign of Henry the fixth For perceiving death 

a r hand he asked, Wherefore fliould I dye being fo rich ? If the 

whole Realme would fave my life, I am able either by policy to 

getit or by riches to buy ic. Fye,quothhe, will not death be his- p 0 x Mamrol. 

red f will money do nothing? No; mony in this cafebearesno vo].i.,. 9 zy. 

mailer y. Death (as the jealous man) will not regard any ran- 

fome, neither will he reft content though thou offer many gifts. 

And in her left hand riches and honour] 'Bonus Dsns C on ft an- Aug cLcWt, 
titttm Magnum tantis terrenis implevit mmeribns, quanta opt are V ci. 1.5.025. 
nullus underet. The good Lord heaped fo much outward happt- 
nefle upon hisfaithfnll Servant (JonJhintine the Great, as no man 
ever durft to have wifihed more, faith Atsftin. If God give his 
People a Crown, he will not deny them a cruft: It they have bo¬ 
na throni, the good things of a throne, they fliall be lure of bona 
feabeUi, the good things of thefootftoole. 

Verf. 17. Her Elates are ivaies of pleafantnejfe] Such as were 
thofe of Mam before his fall, ftravved with rofes, paved with 
peace. Some degree of comfort follows every goodadhon, as 
heat accompanies fire, as beames and influences lflue from the 
Sun. Which is fo true that very Heathens, upon the difehargeot 
a wood confidence, have found comfort and peace anfvverable. 

This (faith One) is premium ante premium, a fore-reward of 
well-doing. In doing thereof (not only for doingthereof) there 
isgreat reward. Pfal. ip.n. . , , 

Verf. 18. She is a tree of life] A tree that giveth life, and 
miickeneth: or (as One interprets it) a moft aftured fign ofe- 
ternall life: vvhatfoever it is, healludeth, no doubt, to the tree 
mentioned Gen.zaj. 81 3-22. See the Notes there, 

And happy is every one that retaines her] Though delpiled by 
the world as a poore Snake, a contemptible cay tiffe. We ufually 

call a poorc man a poore foule: apoore foulemay be anch Chn- 

ftiati: as Roger lirnamed Paupere ccnfu was Son to Roger hilhop Godwins Ca- 
of Salisbury, who made him Chancellour of England. ral.p.j j8. 

Verf. 19. The Lord by wifdome] By his cflentiall V\ ifdome, 
bj his eternall Word, Prov. 8.30. the Lord Chrift, who is the 
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• W M a 06 «fthect««io»rfGod. Sev.. 3 - M- *e Note 
■ onI. j. In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth G«.i 1. thatU.Intei^asfome.nterpretit, Uek. 
\ T Col I i 6. This interpretation is grounded 1 pon the Jeru- 

- falimv Targuro, who tranflates that, Gen. i. I. bechochmutham 
fdDie>itid So doth esfugufiine and others: and foi confirmation 

{hey"ring ?■>*”'• 8 - 2 5- ^ ntth:,t is 1 miIbkeiJS B ‘~* ta ' S h ‘ S 
An S 3 <“* W «0 H't. He aptly and -trimly framed 
and formed them in that comlineflethat we now fee The hea- 
vpnc declare the glory of God , and the firmamen: foeweth his 

handy-work. (P/*/.i 9 .i.) Upon the third heaven he hath be¬ 
llowed a great deal of curious skill and cunning -.vontmanfoip. 
■nyvha. Heb. 11 . io. Eut of that no naturall knowledge can be had nor 
any help by humane arts Geometry,Op:icks,^* For it neither 
is afpekble nor moveable. The vifiblc heavens ar 3 (ror the ma¬ 
ny varieties therein , and the wonderful motion Df the feveral 
Ca-lumma’ti- fpheras ; fitly called Krf^. The Original! word here ufed 
me CO nomine ItiosJew* attorn pltts ali^id Jtgmfim qttam puaw* vtl ftabi- 
iiKclligunc j-; t Coner?, Mirum in madam difpofmt. He hath cunningly 
CrIci “ Wflf - contrived# And hence haply our ancient Enghfh word A omr.g, 
and byconcraaion King comrritog of the Verb Con which figm- 
fies ( as Bccantts noteth> Pojfitm. Sch, *Ameo , lean, IWOt, 

I dare do ir. . , 


Vcrf. ;c The deaths arc broken::?] viz. Tho e great chan¬ 
nels and hollow places made in the earth, to hold the water?. 
Gen. i. 9 that they may not overflow the earth : and this the 
very Philbfophers are forced to contcfie to be a work of divine 
wildomc. Others by depths here underdandfounciins and floods 
breaking out, and as it were (lowing from the necnermoil parts 
of the earth, even as though the earth did cleave i: ielr m (under, 

to give them pillage. 

And the clouds drop d>\\n the dew] CIoUu? (the uOCtliS Or rain 
and dc.v) are vefiels as thin as the li'iuouttiut is contained in 
them.- there they hang, move, though weighty witn w.eirour- 
den. How they are upheld, and why they fall here, aiiu nowy.ve 
know not, and wonder. .. 

Verf, 2 1 . Let not than depart] hVcefJht.tn: h.c eu oaths tuts 
faith the Vulgar Ne h&c a this oat Us defect ant in obliejtttmi hue & 
illuc. So Mercer, Let thy eyes look right on, Chap. 4. 25 - look 

vvifoly 
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wi(hlyand"intently on thefe great works of God , and his wife- of . 

dome therein fee forth and confpicuous, as on a theatre. Eye , - 

thefe things, as the fteerefman doth the Load darre.as]the Archer 
doth the mark he fooots at, 2 Cor. 4 - }8-or as the PafTenger doth 

his way| which he finds hard to hit,and dangerou5 to mifll. Yea ^ 


hisway, wnicnnc Lmusiiaiu.«.v..^,——-° % , c .. 

let them be the delight of thine eyes,with the fight whereof thou • 
canft not be fated or furfeited. „ _ , , r 

Verf 22. So Jhall they be life unto thy fettle] For by tnefemen 
live , and this is tbefpirit of my life , faith Hezekiih Jfa:J S. I 6 . 

Even what God had fpoken, and done. verf. 15. A godly man 
differs from a wicked , as much as a living .man from a dead car¬ 
afe The wicked are (larke dead and (lone cold. The 
Saints alio want heat fometimes, but they are foon made hoc 
again. bccaufctbere is life of foule in them,as charcoal is quickly 

kindled, becaule it hath been in the fire. , 

And trace unto thy neckj Or to thy tbroate,that isto thy words 
uttered through the throate. Seethe note or icbap. 1.9. 

Verf. 23. Then fialt thou walkjn thy way fafely] Ftductalttcr 
faith the vulgar, confidently andfecurely. Every AMvoy (hall 
be a Salvoy to thee: thou foak ever go under a guard, 

the pence */ ^within thee, Phll.^.M e/»^^wi*out 
theea Pel w5. Thou (bait be in league alfo with the ftones of the 
field and the beads of the field foal be at peace with ihee.^-a h 

Verf 24? Thoujhalt not be afraid] See this exemplified in 
Tuid P al 3. 5 6. Peter Acl: 12- 6. and Mr Rogers, onr late 
Proto martyr, who when he was warned fuddcnly to prepare for 
the fire, he then being found afleep m the pnfon, icarce with 

much foogging could be awaked. _ r 1 Yeeoer AH &Men. 

Thy fleepjballbefrect ] As knowing that God (thy Keeper 
qsfal 121.4, 5.) doth vvake and wacchforthee pfal. izo. jJ 1 - 
wicked mehs foep is often troublefomc through the workings 0l 
their evil confcienccsj as our AWWthe third ( ;alter the^mur 
therofhisown two innocent Nephews) had fearful dreams, m 

fomuch that he did often leap out of his bed ^ Daniels h:?.. 

catchin- his fword ( which alvvay naked duck by his fide ) hee 0j ^ 

would go didraftedly about the chamber;,.every, where fceking 

to finde § out the caufe of his own-pccafioncd difquiet. So Charles 

the q ^ 1 of France, after that bloudy mallacre of Para, was fo 

wardly terrified , that he was every ii^ht laid to deep, and wa- rbm .h b 57. 

iened again with a fett of Muficians, y er ^- 2< . 
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Verf. 25. 'Be not afraid] Or, thou fhalt not be afraid. Nec 
(t frattus ilUbatw orbisS udden evils do comrrionly difpiric people, 
and expc&orate their abilities, they be at their wits end. But let 
a David walk through the vale ofrheftMdowofdcath, (that is, the 
darkeftlideof death, death in it’s mod horrid and hid soil's repre¬ 
sentations) he will not fear, no though he fhould go back again 
the fame way • for thou art with me faith he. He had Cod by the 
hand, and fo long he feared no colours. Pfat: 23.4, 

Verf. 2 6 . for the Lord fhall be thy confidence'] The Hebrew 
word here ufed , fignifies both unconft ant folly, Ecclef.7. 27. and 
conflant hope, Ffal. 78. 7. And Rabbi Salomon faith , that he had 
found in the ferufalem-Tor gum this Text, thus cenfurcd and ex* 
pounded, The Lord(ball be With thee in thy folly ; that is, he fhall 
turn to thy good , even thine inconfiderate and rafh t nterprizes, 
if thou addidthy felf to the ftudy of Wifdome. 

<ts 4 »d {ball keep thy foot from being taken] In the(hare which 
thou waft near unco by choofing,rather to bee held temerarious 
then timorous. 

Verf. 27. Withhold not goodfrom them to whom it u due. ^ Ei¬ 
ther by the law ofequity, or of charity .- For there i;; a debt of 
love, Rom. 13.8. that we muft ever be owing , and ever,pay. 
And as we fay of thanks ; gratia habenda er agen it, Thanks 
muft be given and held as ftill due,fo muft this debt of love, zftiic- 

quid flerici habent,pauperism eft , faith Hierome. It; true ( in a 
lenfe) ofothersas well asofMinifters.The poor (Godspoore) 
are the owners of that we have, we are but Rewards and dif- 
penfers of Gods bounty to his neceflitous fervants: Slow if our 
reccits be found great, and our layings out fmall 5 God willcaft 
fuch billesbackc in our faces, and turn us out of our ftewardfhip. 
They are fooles that feare to lofe their wealth by giving , but 
fear not to lofe themfelves by keeping it. 

When it is in the power of thy hand] When thou he ft opportu¬ 
nity and ability ; for we muft not ftreetch beyond the ftaple^ that 
were to marreall: Neither when a price is put ino our hands, 
may we play the fools and neglcd it; But wherefoever God fees 
prov. i7. J ^ usupanAlcar, we muft be ready with our facrifice ofalmes; for 
wichfuchfacriftcesGodiswell-pleafed, Heb, 13, S:e my com¬ 
mon place of Aimes. 

Verf. 28. To morroVt>] Bisdat quicito dat, while ye have time 
do good to all; your beneficence mu ft be prompt andprefent; 
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can tell what a great-bellyed day nav bring torch. Ethiopia 
null footte (Letch out her bands unto God. Pfal.58.3 2 : Cltrrerefmt 
Dominant, to note the.t fpeedmeffe in giving filth 
one 7 V»air° when convened once, rn.kesh.fte to feed and .remit. 
cloath God’s poore Saints with the monyand merchandtfe fhec y 

was wont to heap up and hoard. . 5 

Verf. 29. Vivifc not-evil againfi thy netghbotlr] Uelr.plow not 
evil i. r. plot not. One of the Rabbines renders it. SMhtot, 

£ evill Wes, xTmM- Moft unkmdnelfe among friends 
2row upon mifrakes, mifprilions; charity is candid , and takes 
SSj KEg in the belt lenfe, and by the tight handle. 

’ Veif.jo. Strivenonvi'httmanVithmcatfl 

were not bigger then their fuics, there would not be half fo• ma 
nv It is a fault to go lightly to law, but efpecially with fuch as 
KedUe tte no ttltJ. Ztfntglitu renders this test thus: Nr 

,etttere litem rum ^T^nfenUttZi- 

"howC ardtaall irolfiyl *hen hebecame LordChancellom-, Lifl 
Daid home Sit tames P.mlet , for letting him by the heels, when 

?s vet tewu but. poor Sehoole-mafter, is well known How 

much better Arch-billiop Cranmer , of whom the proverb pitted. 

Do my Lord of Canterbury afirctrd ‘“ rm 

ZZ friend for ever after l ‘ And Robert Holga, Areh-bilhop of .*j.«. 
whom it is recorded, that in the year he ob- 

• a konpfirr’ in 1 nlace where one Sir Francis Askew of Lin- 

^S^at^te^Sth^dS 
much of hard meafure from the Arch-bifhop, whofe adverfary 
he had been. But he, remembring the rule 1 ° do Goto. catalog. 

to Sk f ran' tAskert. for that had not he been, he muft have lived . 

“ Taf. fuEtZf m ttlfpref/ftL grows rich by unjuft quar¬ 
rels.and 3 vexatious Uw-fuits. It is not for nothing ftwely that otic 
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Saviour Luke ra, 15- after Who made me a judge} addes 7 d^g 
heed and beware of covetoufncfie-. implying, that molt men go to 
law with a covetous or a vindictive minde ; whereas if they will 
needs wage law, theyfhould doit as Charles the French King 
®ade warre with our Henry the feventh , more defiringpeace then 
profit or victory. It fheuld be with menin thiscale as it was with 
St. Ahfiin and Hierom in their deputations: It was no matter 
who gained the day; they would both win by underftinding their 
errours. 

Verf. 3 2. For the froword uabomination] The vitilitigat or ,the 
wrangler, the eommon-barreter, though he may piofperinthe 
world, yet God cannot abide him,his mony will perifh with him. 
He will one day fay to his curfed heaps of evil-gocte t goods, as- 
Charles the fifth, Emperour, in his old age did of his vifto* 
mi. Mom. rics, trophees,riches, honours: he curfed them all, frying, Abite 
hinc, abite longe. Avaunt, be packing, hence, away. 

TduthUfecret] They fliall be of his Cabinct-councell. that chufe 
gather to lye in the duft, then to rife by evil arts, by vficked prin* 
ciplesjfuch were Jofeph, Micaiah, ‘Daniel, See. 

Verf 33. In the houfeofi the Wicked'] Hiswife, children, fami.. 
ly, poflefiions, all are accurfed: his fine clothes havet te plague in 
them. Of his houfe, which is his caftlethe flying roul of curfes,. 
(that is ten yards long , and five y^ards broad) fhal: remain in 
the midft of it and confume it. Zecb. 5.4. 

But he blefieth the habitation of the juft] Kabvenakj .cafam expo- 
nit & tuguriolum egregio fienfu , faith Mercer . The poore little 
cottage or tenement of the righteous, there's a blefling in it,, 
there's contentedgodlinefic which is greateft gaine: th; blefling of 
God which maketh rich, Ei-a*' ^ «/ esd. Here ar; the Gods 
(couldthe Philofoper fay of his poor habitation , meaning his. 
Heathenifh houffiold Gods) what ever elfe is wanting to me. 
Hovtfmuch more may a Saint fay fo of his God, who will awake 
for him, and make the habitation of his righteoufnelle profpe- 
rous? fohS. 6. 

Vcrf.34. Purely he fcorneth the [comer] Thofe proud haughty 
fcorners, ( Trov. 2 1. 24. with 1 Pet. 5.5. ) who jeare at this 
ru lVlS Do< ^ rine ^ ant * tUt thofe Chat beleeve it. Surely God fcornech 
«bi in calami* thcfe fcorners he loves to retaliate) he that litre th in heaven 
latem incide- lau ghs a good at them, Pfial. 2. 4. he makes them :.lfo ( in his- 
■riju.^fl^iew.ipftiuclsuient) a derifion to others, and pumfheththem with the 
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™„^ta"red of all: Contempt being a thing that mans nature 
is “oft impatient of. and in carnall reafon,Tallying of mjnryes is 

nivelb grace toihelov>ly~\iVou$i opprelfed by fcorners, 
n,,n rhev be no loofets: for God will give grace, and he will 
Live elorv W =5- (grace and glory ? whatthingsbethefe! > 

?” d So good thing will hewith-hold from them that walk tip- 
F c,l 84. 11. Humility is both a grace and a veflell to. 

1 ceive'erace. And as he that goeth into a pondlor river totake s. 

no waten putsthe mouth of hisveffel downward, andXo takes .* , s ■ 

„d • In like fort.he that looks for any good from God, mnftpim. 

hfs month in the duft, and cry out Lord I am not worthy, 

frm\«ue, *‘I »» »%'»'• 1 lm P oor and need l'' make haftt un- PP* • K>. •h 

t0 Ver?fs° rtti/i flail Merit alary 3 Not have it only, but 
Meruit, hoc eflproprio, perfeSlo &perpetmjure pojflletmru , as 
fiJican, they Lll have it as cheir proper, perfeSaadpetpe- 

'“'vllfriwe flail ie,he promotion off,oh ] A faitC promotion 
thcvcome to. but goo/enough for them, nnlelfe they were bet- 
ter 'iTthey attain to high places andpwftrrnents; theft prove 
ta as higKgibbets.ro bring them to more dlfgrace m this world, 

4 mrLnt in the next. Some there be that read Che ten thus, 

and their hope away in a pinch of time, ottwinkl.ng of the eye,as 


Chap. IV. 

Vcrfe I. Heareje children] 

a V dite fercr/i,]fivencs, ojnemjm’enem fenesatidibrmt: Hear 
A me now an old man, Oyc youths; whom old men once 
glidly heard, when 1 wasbuc a youth; with this fpeech A/*g*jh* 

nacifved his mutinous army. 

^ ^ *- Afpice , vulttu Sol Phaetonti 

Ecce meoSiUtinamque oculbs in pettorepofies , apud Ovid. 

Jnferere , & potrios inttu deprendere euros. 

J Behold my looks: and O that thou could ft fee 
Mine ausious thoughts, and'carefull heart for thee 

E; Verf,?.. 
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A Commentary or Expofition Chap.4. 


VerC 2. For I give yougood ‘Dottr'we 3 The common cry is. 
Who will fliew us any good? and every man will lend both 
earstoagoodbargaine. The doftrine here delivered is good e- 
very way, (whether you look to the Author, Matter, or Effeft of 
it) and is therefore worthy of all men to be receiver, astheHe- 
n p 5 averbo brew word here ufed for do&rine, importeth. The vulgar ren- 
quod eft ders it c Donum bonum tribuam vobisA Will give yougood gift, 
accipcre. even that good part that fliall never be taken from you. 

Verf 3. For I Was my Fathers Son} q.d, I that an now fo fa¬ 
mous for wife dome, was once as wife as a wild Atfe-colt. But I 
had the happinefte to be taught, and tutoured by the heft and wif- 
eft man in his generation, and therefore you fhouldthe rather 
regard my do&rine. PLito praifed God that he v/as pupil to 
Socrates, Bucholcertu that he was bred under MeLincbthonyAaViet 
jvhately under Mafter DoFs Miniftery, and I under Mi.fter Ballams 
at Evefhame. Holy David was farre beyond any of thefe, as be¬ 
ing divinely infpired and rarely qualified. Such a heart fo well 
headed, and iuch a head betterheartedwasnottobefounda- 
mona the Tons of men : for he was a man after Goc.’s own heart; 
his counfel to his Son therefore muft needs be very precious and 
ponderous; See fome of it, for a tafte, 1 Chro^ 28.9,10, 

Tender and only beloved} Filins a 9 t\ot. The Greeks common¬ 
ly called their children ^TaT<*, the Latin e f'harf Darlings, as 
, He in Plautus, Domi domitus fui ufjtie atm Cbrris meis. I 
Jll. i.Sctn.u was hardly handled at home together with my deare chil¬ 
dren. 

Ip the fight of my Mother ] Who had other childien, r Chro .3. 
but Solomon (he loved beft, becaufe he had moft gr ice. And as 
a fpeciall fruit of her love (he gave him excellent counfell in her 
Lemuels leflbn, Prov . 5 r. His fall was therefore the more biame- 
worthy,becaufe he had been fo pioutly educated. 

Verf.4. He taught me alfo} As Cato taught his own children, 
and took it for nodifgrace, though fo great a mar. Nurture is 
as neceflary for children as nourifhmenc, Eph. 6. 4 which they 
that negled to beftow upon them, are peremtores petius cyttampa- 
rentes, not parents, but parricides. Onecaufe offuli iris Apoftacy 
1 were his two heatheniln Tut ours, Libanitss and Jan.blicus, from 

whom he dranke in great profanenefle. Doubtlefe David had 
Nathan the Frophet,and ihe beft he could get to breed up his fen 
in the beft things; but yet fo as himfelf had a main ftroke in the 
\ bufinefle. And 


3 * 


Chap. 4. upon the Proverbs. 

F. jIM faid unto me} Jacobus Valentinus, and fome others groun¬ 
ded an opinion from thefe words, that Salomon received this 
whole book of Proverbs following from his Father David : But Ca>j 
that is no way likely. The fubftance of his Fathers Dodrine, he 
briefly fees forth in this and the five following verfes, and then 
proceeds in his own words. 

Retninemj words} As the good ftomack doth food, as the 
good earth doth feed, that is, bene occatttm & occult atum, faith 
One. . 

Verf.5. Get -an!dome,get mderfinndiug J Comparafaptentuim, 
compare intelligentiam. ‘ So Chryfosiome , Comparate , faculares, 
comparate vobis biblia, animx pharmaea. Get you Bibles by all 
meanes, whatever they coft you: you may better want bread, 
light.&c. then the knowledge of the Scriptures. Aujiin makes 
mention of fome that ncglefted the meancs of knowledge, be¬ 
caufe knowledge pufFeth up; and fo would be ignorant that they 
might be humble, and want knowledge that they might want 
pride. This was to do as that foolifli Philofopher , that pluckt 
out his eyes to avoid the danger of uncleannelle 3 or as the (illy 
Frier, to whom Sir Thomas Moore wrote thus 
Tu bene cavifii ne te tilla occidere pojfit 
Littera : Nam not a efi litter a nulla tibi. 

But men muft get knowledge; and left it puft'ethemup, fuel¬ 
ling them beyond meafure,"they muft get humility laid on as a 
weight to keep them down. 

Forget it not} For fo much a man learnes as he remembers. 

The promife alio of falvation is limited to the condition of keep¬ 
ing in memory what we have received. 1 Cor. 15.2. 

Verf. 6 . Forfakg her not : &c. ] Wifdomc is her own reward : 
if file forfake us, it is becaufe thedefertionisfirft on our part. 

But fiie cannot but be juftified of her own true children: falling 
fiars were never but Meteors.- Temporaries were never Chtifti- 
ans indeed. What wonder though fome hold falling from grace, 
fith they miftake common grace for true grace ? Hence Bedar- 
m'me faith, That which is true grace veritate ejfenti<e only may be 
loft, not that that is true veritate frmefoliditatis' which latter 
being rightly underftood may be called ftecia/l, asthe other Com¬ 
monplace. . 

Love her and fhe fhallkeep thee 3 Viz. From recidtvation and 
utter Apoftacy, caufedby the overflow of iniquity, Mat.i 4^1 2. 




2 3 A Commentary or Expo fit ion Chap.4, 

2 Thef.i 10, it. This to prevent, Let knowledge ard aft' edtion, 
like two individuall twins, grow up together,and rnucua lly tranf- 
fufefpirituil vigour into each other. 

Verf. 7. Wifdome ii the principal! thing'- Say tfo: World what 
it will, a dram of this wifdome bworcl, ;; jund of wit. Let 
others ccnfure with the Scribes, let me wonder with the multi¬ 
tude. And for wealth, he is rich, notthac hath the World, but 
that can contemn it. As for honour, Vertue U a th.ntfand E[c*i- 
Magnos ho- . And that is the true Nobility, whereof Got. is the top 

Sn^rnonof the kin, Religion the root: For without this,well may a man 
fortua pru- be notable or notorious, but truly Noble he can never be. Laftly, 
dentes, Nepos. for learning,the Greeks expreffe learnedancTgood by one word, 
as jf t ^ e y were noc learned that are not good : and the Scripture 
cals a wicked man generally zfoole, 

With all thy getting get] With any paines, foran/price. This 
gold cannot be bought too deare. Make Religion thy bufineffe 
other things do by the by : as Ariftotle ftudied Philc fophy in the 
morning; that was his i?yov, but eloquence in the afternoone* 
that was his Or as Cafar fwimming thoro w the waters 

Maior.fuitcu. tQ c p ca p c h j s enemies carried his Books in his hand above the wa« 
btiioruni out ters, but lofthis robe. 

purpur;«e. * Verf. 8. Exalt hey andfhe Jball] Have anhighani honourable 
efteeme of her, and herchildren, Rabbi Salomon or c of th zTal- 
mudifts renders it, fearchforher, minutatim in ea fingulaconfec- 
tuns, doe it diligently, as holding every parceil of her precious, as 
men do the very filings of gold. 

Verf. 9 crown of glory] The PfaJmifl fliews by propbccy- 
in« PfiL j 38.4,5. & 1 ip.72. that even Kings, coning to talie 
the excellency of the comforts of Godlinc/fj, and to feele the 
power of Gods Word, fnould fing forj'oy of hear;, andgreac- 
Jyaekno.vkdgethe excelling glory of God and goddnefs. 

Verf, to Heart, 0 my Sen, and received] How fl ippery an age 
youth is. and how eatily it Otps inro finfuli cau^i’. and compa- 
nies.the Wife min.well knew.: and therefore ceai'ccb, not'roin- 
, cnlcate and repeat- the fame, thing cverand over. Liquid* fmt 

pueorum memoria. 

Verf.i i- 1 hoveled thee in.right ‘paths'] Jmpii ambulant indr - 
cult#, 1 he wicked walk the round, fo doth the dev: 11.(that great 

Feripatetkk ) fob t. Hda> loitg wilt thou go about, 0 thou backs 
fl iditfg daughter l fer, 31,22. How Jong wit. thou nv Retrograde, 


Chap.4. upon the, :•_/_ 

or turne aftdfi unto crooked wales ? Pfa. 125 ■ The waies of the Lord 

are right , and the righteous fhall Kalk in them : but the trahfgref- 
forsfljall fall therein. Hof.14 9. ■ r 

Verf, 12. And when thou rsimefl] Having. a-goodmixfUtteOi 
zeale and knowledge; fo that thy zealeddch quicken thy'know¬ 
ledge and thy knowlege guide.thy zeale. For chat the fohie be 
without knowledge,it is not goodAnd he that (fo; hafteth with 
his feet (being indifereetiy zealous ) fmnetli. Prov. 19.2. 

. Thou (hah not (tumble 3 Or if thou do, thou flialc recover thy 
Rumbling, and fo get ground. Buc.fay thou doio (tumble as to 
fall ■ in falling forwards is nothing fo.much danger as backward. 

So/he that is earned in good, though he may carry fome things 
indifereetiy , yet is far better chan an Apoftate. i 

Verb 13. Take fall'hold of infir net urn] Nam .magnum cert a - 
men Mines adverjttt hstmicos & Epicure os, faith a jew-do&or 
upon this TvXf.Hcrcticks and Epicures-will leek to wring it from 
thee, by wrench and wile. Therefore hold fa ft the raithful word 
as thou baft been taught, Titj.9. Hold it.as. with tooth and naile 
agair.ft thole gain-fayers, that would inatch it.from thee. For 
there are many unruly and value talkers, &e- and fo there areiftany 
loofe and lewd walkers too, thac would.bereave thee.of the b&- ._ . 

nefic of What thou haft learned: but hold faft that whichis.gDod. 

Let it not go , Ne langnefcas, furceafe not, flake nor, give not 
over driving agaift fin and Tinners, 

Verf. 14. Enter not into the path of the wicked J (puimalc 
•vivunt , & pejus credunt, faith One, which live ill, and beleevc 
w0 rfe. Qai *quo animo malls immif :etur, malus eft, -faith Ano¬ 
ther. He that is well content to keep company with thofe that 
are naught, is himfelf naught. The river (Dee in Merionith fhire „; v 

running thorow Pimble-meere reraaines intire, and. mingles'nQt a a[c / l62m 
her ftreames with the waters of theLake. Seei 0.5.9,10,11. 

And $0 not in. the. way 3 Netibi place at. via malorum, So the }rf;;s; ncc fl3c 
Vuloar" Think net thy felf happy- in their company, applaud not fdidnvir. • 
their way. Verb am eundi fignifeationem feheitatis habot in multis Ira cv/rfaifitt 
Unguis. The Hebrew word toga fignifies alfo to be happy: and 
Salomon haply here.wotfd take it in botlvfenfes. <■ - - ■ - iivabicn. - 

Verf, 15. Avoid it, pajje not by it] As yc would not'conie 
neaie a carrion-Carcafe, as the fca^man limns Tands and {helves, 

(the Apoftles fimile , 2 Thef^.6. ) as ye would be loath to come 
neare thofe that have the plague-fore tunning upon them. Eviil 

F men .j 
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A Comwentarie or Exp option Chap. 

'men endanger good men, as weeds the Corne, as bad humors the 
blond, orasaninfeftedhoufethe neighbourhood. Nemo crrat 
jibi ipfi,fed dement urn fpargit in proximos. Incirene Te with wic¬ 
ked Conforts is one of the ftrongeft chaines of hell, ind binds ns 
td a participation both.of fin and ■punifhmenc. ' 'Herce fo many 
words about it there: sAbundans caatela,cfc.Tbis heap of words 
is not without great ufe andemphafis .* there is earneftnefle and 
not loofenefle in this repetition. 

Verf. 16. For. they jleep not^\ So much are they fee upon it: 
Or as empty ftomacks can hardly fleep, fo neither can gracelefic 
.perfonsreft, till gorged and glutted with the fweet-meats of fin, 
withthemurthering-morcelsof mifehiefe. The devil their task- 
mafter will not allow them time to fleep: Which is very hard bon¬ 
dage : they have eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ceafc to 
fin. 

ZJnlejfe they caiife fome to fall ] Protagoras (as Plato rclateth) 
boaftedof this, that whereas he had lived threefcore yeares,for- 
ty of them he had fpent in corrnpring of young men that con¬ 
vened with him. 

Verf. 17. For they eate the bread of rvickednefe~] As Tartar!- 
illy ans feed upon dead carcafles of horfes, afl’es, cats, dogs, yea 
.when they ftinke, and are full of Magots,and hold them as dain¬ 
ty as we do Venifon, As Spiders feed upon Aconite, as Mi- 
thridates, and the maid in Pliny uponfpiders, or as the Turkiih 
Gally^flaves upon Opium-, they will eate neare an our.ee at a time, 
as if it were bread ( the tith whereof would kill him that is not 
accuftomed to it) and can neither fleep nor live without it. 

Verf. 18. ‘Buttbcpathofthejuft isasthejhimnglignt ] He fets 
forth betime in the morning, and travels to meet the day: He 
proceeds from vertue to vertue, till at length he ;hine, as the 
Sun in his ftrength. Mat.\ 3. 

Verf. uy. Is^asdarkyiejfe'] That little light they had by nature 
they lmprifon,Rom.\ .and are juffcly deprived of. Anc! as for thofe 
fparkles of the light of joy and comfort tha t hypocrit es have, 
it is but as a flaih of lightning which is followedwii.h a thunder¬ 
clap, or like the light fmitcen out of the flint: firft, they cannot 
warmethemfelves by it, nor fee to dired their waie2. It will 
quickly go out. 3. And after that, they muft lye dot m in forroW, 
Jfaqo.io. 

They kftow not at what they fumble'] They {tumble fometimes 


atclirilthimfelf. i Pff.2.8. and at his Word, being difobedient; 
whcrcuWtO'Slfo they were appointed. A flirewd lign of reproba- 
tion • The Vulgar renders it, Nefcinnt ubi constant, They know 
not how foonthey may drop into hell, which even gapes for 

t ^Verfao f My Son, attend to my ivords ] Still he calls for atten¬ 
tion as knowing our dulnefle, and fickle headednefle. It fared 
with the prophet Zachary as with a drowfie perfon, who though- 
awaked and fet to work,is ready to fleep at it. Zach. 4.1. It fares 

with many of us as with little children, who though faying thetr 

Leflons, yet muft needs look off, to fee the feather that flies by 
^ Verf. 21, .Let them not depart ] See the Note on Chapter 
the mid ft of thy heart ] As in a fafe repoficory, a ready re- 

Verf.22. For they are life} SeetheNote on cZ.uf3.22.and on 

C,} %d health itnto aH their fejh ] Sin is thecaufeof fickneffe 
1 Cor. 11. iQ.Joh. 5.14* Sin no more, lefl a Worfe thing come unto thee. 
But the joy of the Lord is a mans ftrength, Neh. 8.io.and fuch a 
merry heart doth good like a medicine. T'rov.i 7.22. As fin is an 
univerfall ficknefle, lfa. 1.5,6. like thofe .difeafes wherein Phyfi- 
ciaiis fay ar c corruptio totiitsfubjlantia, a corruption of the whole 
fubftance, as the Heretick,&c. So Grace is a Catholicon , a gene- 
rail cure, like the herb Panace, which is faid to be good for all 
difeafes; whence alfo, faith Pliny , it hath it’s name. 

Verf. 23. Keep thy heart ^ Tilth-free, as much as may be; 
keep a conftant counterguard againft all inroads made by flefh, 
world, anddevill. Keep the heart alwaies fupple andfoluble: 
for elfe thou canft not be long in fpirituall health. Quod fanitas 
in corpore, id fanil it m in corde. Keep it ever well in tune, and then 
all ("hall go well. If in a Violl I find the trebble firing in tune, I 
make no queftion of the bafe ; that goes not out fo eafily So 
hcare. 

For out of it are the iffttes of life ] That is, as of natural 1 , fo of 
fpirituall asftions. FUncfons boni & pcccandi origo , faith Hierome . 
It is the founcaine, Mat.i 5.1 9. the root, Matq. 1 7,18. the trea- 
fury or ftorc-houfe, Luk. 6.49. the Primum mobile, the great 
wheele, the Pharos that commands the Haven, the chiefe Mo- 
F 2 narch 






A Commentary or Exposition Chap,4, 

narch in this Ijle of man, that gives Laws to all ^.Members, 
Row 7. Keep it therefore with all cufbody , or witfri'ah) caution : 
or if thedevill call poifon into it (as he will) deanfeit.ifter. It 
is invaine to purge the Breame, where the fpring is dt filed: buc 
if the fpring be cleare, the Breames will foon cle ire them- 
felves, 

Verf. 24. Put away from thee a froward month Tc the keep* 
ing of the heart, a careful! watching over the mouth,eyt s, feet,&c. 
doth much conduce: For thefe outward parts abufed, as they re¬ 
ceive defilement from the heart fo they refled defilement alfo 
upon it. They Baine.the fouk, and difpofe it to further evill. 
Chrifthad a pure heart; therefore his eyes were not switched, 
nor his eares inchanted, neither was there any guile found in his 
mouth. 

lAndi perverfe Ups put far from thee ] Becaufeit is a duty of no 
fmall difficulty, fames 3. 2, 3, &c. therefore he redcubleth his 
Exhortation. The words ofthe wife are as nailes fadened, &c. 

Ecclef.li. 11 . 

Verf, 2 5. Let thine eyes lookjright o>V[ E regione ve' in rectum. 
Let them be fixt upon right objects. Get that Stoical eye of our 
Saviour,Get a Patriarcks eye,be well skilled in MofesWs Upticks, 
Heb. 11. 27. have ocnlum in met aw, which was Lttdo view Jives 
his Motto. Do as Marriners that have their eye on the Star., 
their hand on the Sterne. A man may not look intently upon 
that that he may not love. The Difciples were fet a gogge by 
beholding the beauty of the Temple. If therefore thine eyeof- 
fend thee ( or caufe thee to offend ) pull it out of the old Adam, 
and fet it in the new man. If thou ufe it not well, the u wilt wilh 
that thou hadft puld it out indeed, as Democritus did. 

Verf 26. Ponder the path of thy feet ] Viz, By the weights of 
the Word. Look to thine aftedions: for by thefe maids Satan 
wooes the Miftris. Take heed where you lee Gun-powder, fith 
fire is in your heart. it ft in thanks God that the h .‘art and the 
temptation did not meet together. Walk^acctsrately, :read right, 
Cfal. 2.14. ftep warily, lift not up one foot, till yo 1 find di me 
footing for another, as chofe Pfal.3 5 6. The way of this World 
is like the Vale of Siddim , flimy and flippery. Caver. We have 
an Sve a Tempter .(each one) jW.khin us, our own flefh, faith 
Bernard, And Nemo fibi de fuojpalpet ; quiff tie ftb Satan eft, 
faith another Father, vve have enough to watchfor cur halting - 


the devil! alfo calls his dub at us, that we may Bumble and fall, 
and be broken ,and fnared,and taken. Jfa.S.i y. 

Verf. 27. Turns not to the right ] Keep the Kings high-way, 
keep within Gods precinds, and ye keep under his protection. 

The Heathen Oratour could fay, A redd conf dent ia ne latum epui- c * . 
dem ungtiem difeedendum. A man may not depart an hairesbredth ll " in c 
all his life long from the didates of a good conference. 

Remove thy foot from evill~\ BeBir thee no otherwife then if 
thou hadll trod upon a Snake. Abhor that which is evill, Rom . 

12 .9 abfiaine from all appearance, all (hews and Ihaddows of ir. 
iThcfs.ii. Run from the occafions of it; come not neare the 
doores of her houfe, Prov. 5. 8. 


CHAP. V. 

Verf. 1. My Son, attend unto my mfdome ]] 

A Rift otic could fay, that young men are but crofs and crook¬ 
ed hearers of morall Philofophy , and have much need 
to be Birred up to diligent attendance. Fornication is by many 
of themhelda/)frc<2^///o: And Ariflotle fpareth not to confefs 
the difability of moral wifdome to redifie the intemperance of Kthic.lib. 7. 
Natures which alfo he made good in his pradicej for he ufed a cap.;,4. 
common Brumpet to fatisfie his luB. 

Verf. 2. That thou maieft regard difcretion~] Or, that thou 
male ft keep in thy thoughts ,as fob did (f hap. 31 . 1. why then Jhottltl 
J thinly upon a maid ? Out of the hearts of men proceed evill 
thoughts,adulceries/ornicationsj&c.faith our Saviour, Marry. 21. 

Many mens hearts are no better then Bews and brothel-houfes, 
by realon of bafe and beaBly thoughts and luBs that rnufler and 
iwarme there, like the flies of jEgypt. There is that Leviathan, ( 
and there are creeping things innumerable. Yea, the hypocrite,who a * I0 ^‘ 
outwardly abflaines from grofle (ins, yet inwardly confcnteth 
with the thiefe, and partaketh with the Adulterer, that is, in 
his heart and fancy, fuppofing himlelf with them, and defiring 
to do what they do. Tfal. 50.18.19. This is meat all adultery , this 
as contemplative wickednefle. So it is alfo to recall former fil* 
thinefle with delight, Szek-23.11. She multiplied her whoredoms 
in calling to remembrance thedaiesof her youth, wherein flic 
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~ ~ d p laid the harlot. Surely as a man may dye of an inward blee¬ 

ding : fo may he be damned for thefe inward bey lings of lull 
and^conctipifcenceif not bewailed and mortified, 14. The 

thoughts of thewickedare abominable to the Lord, ‘Pm/,15. 

26. To look and lull is to commit adultery, Mat.?. 28. There¬ 
fore defire not her beauty in thy heart. Trov.6. 2 5. 

^4nd that thy lips may keep knowledge 3 As Jofeyh did in an- 
fwering his wanton Miftris, Gen. 39. as he in St ts/aftin did that 
replied to his minions. Ego ftim, It is I, At ego no) fum, but it is 
not I. 

Verf 3. For the Ups of a firangc reman drop ^Take heed there¬ 
fore how thou exchange any words at all with hen But if thou 
be firft fee upon, asjofcphwzsby his Miftris, and as Francifeus 
Iun. in vita' funiw was by .thofe impudent Queanes at Lions in France, ( whi- 
fua. ther he was fent by his Father for learning-fake) who night and 

day folliciced him ? then, to keep thee from tfe bitter-fweet 
lips of thefe Enchantrefles, let thy Ups keep knowledge, anfwer 
them ( as Jofeph did ) with the words of truth e nd fobernefle, 
Acts 26.25. with gracious and wholefome words, : 77 ?w.d, 3 .fuch 
as have a cooling and healing property in them; with Scripture- 
language.which the Devill and his Agents cannot a.ifwcr or away 
with. When therefore thou art tempted to this or any like fin, 
fay, No; I may not, I dare not; for it is forbidden in fuch a place, 
and again in fuch a place. How then can I do this great wicked- 
nefle and fin againft God ? Gen.39.9. Loe this is the tray ivalkg in 
it. Let thy lips keep knowledge, and it fhall keep thee from the 1 
lips of a ftrange woman,though they drop as an he ny-combe,and f 
ieem to have plenty of plealureand fvveetnefle m :hem. 

Drop as an hony-comb ] But is like that hony fpoken of by 
Pliny, that had poifon in it,as being fuckt out of p jyionous herbs 
and flowers. In the Cadiz voyage at Alvelana tir. tee miles from j 
Speed. 1210. Li s b on many of ourEnglifhSouldiers under the Earle ot £ffcx j 
perifhed by eating of honey, purpofely left in the homes, and 
Ipifcd with poifon, as it was thought. How much better is it to ; 
bepreferved in brine then to rot in hony ? to mortihe lulls,then 
to enjoy them ? Rom. 8.13. Volnptatem viciffe vo.'nptas eft maxi¬ 
ma, faith Cyprian, nec alia major efl vittoria, cjtu m ca, cjtta c cu- 
De bono. pu- pi^ ltat ibus refertur. There is no fuch pleafure as to have over- 
d ‘ £i! ‘ come an offered pleafureneither is there any greater conqueft: 

then that that is gotten over a man's corruptions. 

Ver. 
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"VeTu Jut her end UitZr as wormwood] The pleafure pafleth, In a more mul- 
We fling remaineth •• for in the froth of this filthy pleafure is Unicft anar*. 

bred tha t hell- vvorme of guilt, that never dyeth. 

Trincipir.m dttlcc efl, fed finis amoris amarus : 

Let a'venire Venus, trifiis sibire folet. 

Liana of the Ephefians was fo artificially pourtrayed, that fhc 
feemed to finiie moll pleafanrly upon .inch as came mto her 
temp'e but to frown at thofe that went out: fo doth fenfuall 
Pleafure. Hem ttsfcholaflice , dtdee & amarssmgujlulumcarpis, • 

Ire. faid the harlot to Apnleim. Hark fcholer , it is but a bitter tas; ^ \ 
fwcet that you are fo fond of. Tim aloesmammelhs ha bet: volU(1cas Tcr . 
Knowefl thou not that there will be bitcerncfle in the end The tu! . 
Chroniclers have obferved ofonr Edward rhe third , that he had 
alwaves faire weather at his paffage into France, and foule upon S ptcd.ira!fiiigh. 
hisreturne. Such is the way of the harlot: The finne committed rtognb. 
withherisasthepoyfonofAfpes. When an Afp flings a man, 
ic doth firft tickle him fo as it makes him laugh s till the poy Ion 
by little and little get to the heart, and then it pains him more 
then ever before ic ‘'delighted him. See Luk^S.i^.Si 16.25. 
j 2.K.16 Job 13.26. Ecclef. 7. 27. 28. 

Ver.5 .Her feet go down to death] fheRomans were wont to ha\ e 
their funerals at the gates of Venus-temple , to (ignihe that lull P! tltai ch. 
was the harbinger and haftener of death, faith Pint arch. As for 
whores,they were of old (hut out of the Oty, and forced to feck uh% .*/«./: 
places among the graves. Hence they were called M*ch* buflua- 1 j. * 9. 
ria: defconis diBiim inter bn ft a proftar.tibtts faith Tame bits. See 
the Note on Chap. a. 1 . , _ . , , „ . 

Her flops take hold on hell] Whither flic is haftmng and hur- 
rvino with her all her flallions and paramours. ( See the Note on 
Chap. 2. iS, 19. ) and where by how much more deiictoufly they 
have lived, by fo much more they fhall have of forrow and tor- 

m VcrCd. Left thou Jbottld'fi ponder] q. d. Left thoil fhould’il 
perfwade thy felf that thou may ft embrace the bofome ot a itran- 
uer and yec lay hold upon the paths ot life by repenting thee ot 
thv folly (this was Salomons errourfomeumes, Ecclef. 1.17. and 

, , ) thou art utterly deceived herein: for her wayes'arc move- 

able, fo that thou obferveft not whither fhe tendeth: the wan- 
dershereand there (andthou with her] yet not fo wide as to 
mifle of hell: lo that’s the center whereunto Ihe is row ling: that s 
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the rendevouz. for all her afi'oeiates in fin. 1- 

Verf.7. 0 ye children^ Set Chap. 4. Shechcm t hough at ripe* 
nefie of age, yet is called a child, Cjen. 39.19. Neaue difnlit pu- j 
er. And the young man (or the child) deferred not to do the j 
thing. A childehe is called, that is a fool, quia non rationefedaf- 
Tarcus. f e lUi rapttur, faith an Interpreter, becaufe not reafon, bat lull o- | 
ver-ruled him. As for thee , thou {"halt be as one of the fools in \- 
Ifrael. faid fhee to her libidinous brother lAmnon, 2 Samuel 

13-13* 

Verf. 8. Remove thy way far from her~\ The Jefuits boaft ("but 
beleeve them who will) that they can dally with the faired wo¬ 
men without danger. But he that would not be bi rnt,mud dread 
thefire: He that would not hear the bell, muft not meddle 
Rom. 1313- w {ch the rope. 

Exod. -I 7 * fluid facies faciem Veneris cum veneris ante ? 

Nonfedeas , fed cos : non pcreM y per eas. 

Chambering and wantonnefie, is a deedofdarkrefleand diflho- 
nefty. 

fome not nigh the dooresf ] Keep thee far from an ev.il matter, 
faith Mofes: The plague ( and worfe) is at the harlot’s houle : 

„ ftandoff. To venture upon the occafion offin, ai d then to pray 

I Tim. 6. Lead ns not mto temptation , is all one, as to thrufi thy hnger into 

the fire, and then to pray that it may not be burnt Was not he 
0 wife man that would haunt tavernes,theatres,an;l whore-houfes 
at London all day : bur yet durft not go forth without private 
Sheph. Sk'crrc prayer in the morning.and then would lay at his departure, i\VW, & 
Convert. 7. Devill, do thy Worft ? 

Lj»uj .; ;’-l *’ Verf. 9. Lefl thou give thine honour^ i.e. Wh itfoever within 

thee or without thee, may make thee honourable or efteemed, as 
the flow rc of thine age, thecomiinefic of thy bady, the excel- ' 
lemy of thy wit, thy pofiibiiity of preferment, that good opini¬ 
on that the better fort had of thee, &c. How was David flighted 
by his own children and fervants after that he l ad thus finned ? 
Confer, iSam.2.30. with aSam. 12.10, Chaftity is amahs honour, 

1 Lhejf, 4. . 

And thy yc.vrcs ] i. c\ According to- fome, thy wealth that 1 
r . n , r thou halt been many years irt gathering.' quaft 

jti* ornatut. To the cruelf\ That is.to the harlotry anther baftardly brood, 
Aym abdyo's whom thou mult maintaine. The Hebrewes expound it of the 
vcncralis. Deviil, Tothecruell, i.e, Prinvipi gehenna > faith R.Salomon y 

Angelo 
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Angelo Mortis faith another, to the Prince of Hell, to the Angel 
of death: Aczar the Hebrew word properly fignifieth (faith one) Dcut.31.33* 
die poyfon of the Afpy which paineth mot at firft, but is 
deadly. 

Verf. 10. Left fir angers be filled] This fin is z purgatory lo the 
pnrfe, though a paradife to the detires. How toon had the Pro¬ 
digall ( A<ra,T of ctrarof) wafted his portion when once hee Luke i 

fell amongharlots (thofe fordidapofcinummia.yhdit crumenimul- 
g<e.) Ask me never fo much gift, and I will give it, faid Shechem . 

Gen. 34.12. what pledge (hall I give thee? And he faid, Thy 
fignet.thy bracelets, &c. Gen. if *8. and if (he had asked more, 
file might have had ic. Ask what thou wilt and rc fhall be given 
thee faid Hereto his dancing damofdl: Nay , he fware to her 
that whatfoever flieftiould ask, he would give it hertothe half of 
his Kingdome, Mar: 6. 22. fo ftrongly, was he inchartcedand 
bewitched with her tripping on the toe;- and wantbn/danemg., . 

The deteftatable fume is able to deftroy Kings.as Mother b ” jg*. 

taught him. Trov. 31.3. And furely Solomon by themany women charum 
that he kept, wasfoexhauftedinhiseftate (for a 11 his great rich¬ 
es) that he was forced to oppreffe his fob jedts with heavy taxes; 

& tributes, which occafioned the revolt of ten Tribes. The 
whore lyeth in wait for a prey, 7^.23.20. anefby means of a 
vvhorifh woman.amanis brought to a morfel of bread,to extreme 
beggery, Prov 6 . 2 6. 

Verf. 11. And thou motirne at the laft} Heb. And thou rot re, 
as being upon the rack of an evil conference, and m the fuburbes 1 
of hell, as it were.- whiles the;*/? Lord makes thee, even here,pof- 
fefle the finnes of thy youth,and writes bitter things againft thee. 

The word fignifies toroare as a lien,ot as thefea , or as the deviil ^ip c ^ m3y j s 
doeth. For the devils bekeve and tremble, orroare, lames ^i’ acio 
2.19. Grecians aferibe the Original ftfirmt to the roaring of Hom. iliad.H, 

vide Euftach. - 

when thy flejb and thy body ] By the word hete fendered body, 
there are that underftand the radicallhumor,the natural moifture ^ * 

that maintaines life : and is much impaired by this fenfual! finne. 
lAvicenna doubted not to lay that theemifiion of a little feed 
morethen the body could well beare.vyis a great deal more hurt- 

full, then the Ioffe of fourty times fo much blood;gowtes, palfyes, 

Epilepfyes, &c. oft follow upon this fin : But the French diteafe 
is the naturall fruit of ic, fuch as will ftick by men when their beft 
G friends 
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.friendsTorfakethem.^/rf^// is caft into a bed,and they that com¬ 
mit adultery with her into great tribulation,fo?'y.2.2o The Popifh 
libidinous Clergy are fmitten with ulcers, Rev. 16M. Their Pope 
Runiusdc vie. Patti the fourth died, ex n'rnio Veneris ufe , faith the Hiftorian, 
pontif. by., wp.fting.bis ftrength infikhy pleafure as the flame comlumeth 

the'cafldk. ■ . ; . ; 

Verf. 12. Andfay 0 How have I hated d^c.} Wr en call out 
with the Prodigall, and hath nothing left him but a di ealed body, 
a diftrefled. foule, then all too, late, he fills the aire with dolehil 
corr^plainfsof his former folly j and cryes out as he did, Tottim 
vii&m'cdtepipM perdidi, quia perlite vixt. O what a wretch,what 
B crn a beaftj what a madded devil wa> I, fowofully to wafte the fat 

and marrow of my dear and precious time , the flower of mine 
age, theftrength of my body, the vigour of my fpirit.sjhe whole 
ofmine.eftate in,finful pleafures andfcnfual delights, &c. Loe 
Keje is a kmdeof ; repentance, which though late, ye: if it were 
Nunquamfc- 'true, would be accepted.. The Mole they lay begins to fee when 
ro liferio. he dies, and nottill then. Oculos incipit aperire moiendo, quos 
Tofht- exPli- clanfos habuit vivendo. But it is a rare thing and leldome leen 
nio. that any whoremonger doth truly repent. One fuch man among 

a thoiifand.havei found, faith Solomon ( perhaps he meant him- 
Ecclci. 7.28. f^'jn 5 ut a woman among all thofe have I not found, And yet 
. . Scultetus tells us, that Dr. Speifer Minifter of Anfborough in Ger- 

Annaiw«?7» preached there fo powerfully, that the com non harlots 
f ag. 118. there tolerated, left their filthy trade of life, and became very 
hoqeft women. > ,, . , , , 

iAndwy'.heart defpifedrepypofe} Experience (hewes that they 
that are once given up to this fin , are more gracelefie, profane, 
and mcorrgible then others, deriders and contemnei s of all good 
counfel, having loft even the very light of nature , ;.nd lo fet in 
their fin, fp wedded and wedged to theft wicked wt yes, as that 

they cannot be removed, but by an extraordinary to uch from the 

hand of heaven.- 

Verf, 13. Nor inclinedmine eare} I would not fo much as hear 
them,much leffe obey their voice. Intus exiflens proinbet alienum. 
The fongs of thofe Syrens Had fo enchanted him, thlt it was paft 
rime of day to give him counfeli.lf you fpeak againft his fweet-fin, 
and diffwifdehim from that, he (Krinkes back into the (hell, and 
lets his hood harken. All that isof ‘Davy Duttons d ream (as the 
proverbeis) and therefore Shy do fabttlam } he will in no wife give 
eare to you. 
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Verf. 14. / was almofi in allevill} Abraham Ben-Hez>ra reads 
ft in the future tenfe, Tirevi ero invmni malo , Ifhall fliortly be in 
all evil: and fo his repentance here appeares to be peenitentiafera, 

Ifcariotica , fuch as was that of Judas, and of thofe Popelings Rev . 

18. ip. adefperate repentance, and not toward God. Aft.20.21. 

not a repentance for fin as it is ojfenfivum Dei & averfivum a 

<I>eo, an offence againft God, and a turning away from him. Such 

a repentance in this man had been, (as the R omans faid of Pom- 

pey) ExBfK**Tpbff[\r*TovTiKror t a fairc and happy daughter of an PJut.ln IW.. 

ugly and odiousmother, of hisfinlmean, the fight whereof had 

fenchimto Chrift. 

In the midfi of the Congregation /] i. e. openly and before all 
men. And this he brings as an aggravation of his mifery , that 
there were fo many eye-witneffes thereof. No unclean perfon 
cun have any alilVrance that his fin fhall alwayes be kept fecret.no 
not in this life. The Lord hath oft brought fuch t fometimesby 
terrour ofconfcience.fometimesby phrenfie) to that paffe , that 
themfelvcs have been the blazers and proclaimed of their ovvne 
fecretfilthinefle. Yea oblerve this (faith One) in them chat are Hiidci-ilu on 
checunningneft in this fin, that (though no body peradventure Joh. 4. 
can convince them evidently of the faftjyec every body (through 
the juft judgment of God) condemnesthem for it. As the Lord 
feerh their fecreteftvillaoies,even fo oft-times he teftifieth againft 
them, according to that which he threatened, Mai. 3. 5. I mil 

be a [wife Witnejfe againfi the adulterers. 

Verf. 1$. Drink? waters out of thine owncifierne} After Other 
prefervatives from fornication (as not to think of, or fpeak with 
the harlot, not tocomenearthe dooresofher houfe &c, but to 
confider of the many mifeheifes that follow upon it, a difeafed bo¬ 
dy, a damned foule, apoorpurfe, &c. ) Here the Wife-man 
preferibeth wedlock as a remedy, properly ordained by God for 
that end. 1 Cor. 7.2,9. And becaufe not the having of a wife, 
but the loving of her keeps a man honed, therefore it followes, 
verf. 1 p. Let her be as the loving Hind, &c. 

And running waters'} Heathen writers alfo fet forth a wife 
by waters .• as Hefiod bids men not to paffe over a running 
water without prayers to the Gods; that is, not to render unto Hefiod. in 

their wives due benevolence.till they have fought God, as lohan - Kr gis. 
net grammatics interprets it. A pious Precept,Marriage as well as 
meats muft be fan&ified by the word and prayer and God bee 

Gz called 4 
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called in toldefse this phyfick to the foulc. Luft make >the heart 
hotand thirfty •• God therefore fends men to this well, to thi* 
ciftern. Confer, 1 fa&. i. The Hebrews call a. woman U. 

• ^ Veri.i< 5 , Let thy fonntaines be difperfed~\ Thy fountaines,thar 

is thy children ; Let thine end in marrying be, that uou mayeft 
have a numerous ofF-fpring, that may be as-an Infantry to the 
r . Kingdome of Heaven. Lawfnll marriage is ufually blefled with 
JS&j ,n many children: and the contrary Hof 4,10. Eraf-.m *(tellsof 
C * one Combe a young.woman in Eub*a t that being married to one 

whom (he liked, became mother and grand-mother, to a hundred 
children The fame Author tells of an Engltftman, a cripple, 

, , • that married a blind woman, lived very lovingly with her, 

and had by her twelve tally boyes that had no defcfe. or defer- 

Yerf 17 Let them be only thine <AV>T] Sint, vel erfi it, let them 
be or they (hall be: It is both an exhortation and apromife:^.. 
Ear be it from.thee to be a pander, to thine own bed ( as ihe Lt- 
tuantans of whom Magimu relates that they have tl eii ‘ cornnhit 
adiutores ,theircoadiucours in. wedlock and prixe them far above 
all their acquaintance: ) God alio-will bleffe.thee with.an ho-- 
neft wife, that (hall be true to thy bed, and not obtrude upon 
thee children to keep that are not thine. Saint Paul ;jives charge 
that no man go beyond, 0r defraud his brother in \ tk matter, that 
Hieronyttu ■ - Venerea, in the matter of the marriage bed ( as fome exr 

nnund it') but that every onepofleffe his veflel, that is (fay they) 
*« nf * s * hiswife that weaker veffcl in fandificatio.n and honour. iThejf, 

4 VeVfl8. Let thy fotwtaine be b/cjfedj Oc th iy fountame fliall 

be blefled,thy wifelhall be fruitfult, as /y 5 «/.i 2.8. ttet Pfalmcfot 
Solomon, whofe many wives brought him but few ch ildren. We 
read butofonefonthathe had, (who was noneof thewifeft 
neither) and two daughters,both ofthemfubjeds. Our Henry 
the T (though blame worthy for.women too .) was more happy 
in Kin* Edward hisfon (that Orbu delict*) and his two daugh- 

‘ r ters, both SoveraifiB.es of an Imperial Crown. 

Re Joyce with the.wife of thy y out As Jjaae did, who was the 
raofl/foving husband that we read of inholy-wnt. Evchuls 
Wife was tfa l delight Of his eyes, hee took Angular complacency 

This, contagall joy « d* In* of love. 
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which therefore he commendeth to all married men in the next 
words, 


Verf. 19. Let her be as the loving Hind &c. J The Hind and 
the Roe are the females of the Hart and Roebuck: of which crea¬ 
tures it is noted,tbat of al other beaftsthey aremoft inamoured(as j ntcr utr 
I may fo fpeakj with their mares,and even mad again intheirheat ardor amoris 
and aefireafeer them. This being taken in a good fenfe may fetfommut, ut 
forth the ardent aftedion that husbands fhould bear to the wives °PP ian;iS dc 
of their bofomes ; fo they are called to,becaufe they fhould be as feribk a£CilS 
dear to them as the hearts in their boforaes, A wife is the moft 


proper objedof love. Col. 5.18. above parent, friend,child or any 
other, though never Jo dear to us. 

■ys'ij' And be thottravijbed alwayes~\ Heb. Errethott alW'aycs in her ^ crc 
love: velutextrafs & rerum aliarum oblivifcare. Ic implyes 
(faith one) a lawfull earneft affedion fo as, firft, to overfee tome 


blemilhes and defedsl Love is blinde. In facie notv ns cauja decoris 
erit. Secondly, fo highly to efteme her, and fo lovingly to com¬ 
port with her, that others may think him even to dote on her. 
Howbeit mulierolitymuft be carefully avoided,as aharmful errour: 
and that faying of Hierome duly pondered and beleeved, ^uifquis 
in nxorem ardentior eft amator adulter eft. As a man may be drunk 

with his own drink , and a glutton by exceflive devouring of his 
own meat: fo likewife one may be uncleanc by the intemperate 
or intempeftive abufe. of the marriage, bed • which ought 
by no meanes to bee Rained or difhonoured with, fenfual ex- 


cefles. 


Verf. 20. nsind why wilt thou my jon\ The yremifes conside¬ 
red,thereis no reafon for ir, but all againft it. Nothing is more 
irrationall then irreligion 5 and yet nothing more ufuall with 
the devil then to perfwade his vaflals that there is fome fenfe in 
tinning, and that they have tc-ifon to be mad. And truly though 
there were no devil, yet our corrupt nature would ad Satan's part 
againft it leif: it would have a iupply of wickednefle (as a fcr- 
pent hath of poy ion) from it fell , it hath a fpring within to feed 
it. Nilimttr in vetitum femper , petimufjue negata. Nothing 
would ferve the rich man's turn.but the poor mans lamb .- if Ahab 
may not have. Naboth's vineyard , he hath nothing The more 
Goa forbidsany flnnc, the more we bid for it. Rom, 7 8. Nay 
but we will have a King faid they, when they had nothing elfe to • 
Jay why they would. - - 


G3, 
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VeriVnTFor the wajes ofman, See .] Turpequiddhtrus te fine 
tedc time. A man chat is abouc any evil fhould ftand in awe of 
him te If, how much more of God ? fich he is **vW**yM, All eye, 
and beholdeth the fecreceft of thine actions •• The proverb is, St 
»on cade faltem cattte, carry the matter if not hon:ftly,yec fo 
clofely and cleanly, that the world may be: neverthe-yifer. How 
cunningly did David art it to hide his (in ? but it would not bee- 
there ^nothingcovered that (hall not be revealed, Laky iz. a. 
Jfl make my bed in hell (faidhe P/^/. 139.8 ) a, indeed the 
places where fornicatours ufe to lodge are little better ) behold 
thou art there: This God alledgcth as a forcib e teafon a- 
gainft this finne, Dr. 13- 27. IhavefeenthcUwclneflcofthy 
whoredomes. And >.29. 23. Evenlknow, andamawicneffe, 

fai Verf^a . 0 own iniquities /ball take the wicked'] As fo many 
Serieants fet on by God: who will lurely hamper chefe unruly 
beafts (that think to (hift and fcape his fingers) wn h the cords 
of their own fins, binding them hand and foot, end bringing 
themto condignc puntfhment. So that, fay the Adulterer be not 
punifhed by the Magiftrate, or come oft by commutation, and yet 
he (hall feel himfelfin the gall of biltetnefs and bond of perdition 
he fhall find that he hath made a halter to hang himft If. No body 
can be fo torn with ftripes as a minde is with the remembrance of 
wicked actions. Tiberius felt the remorfe of confidence fo 
violent , that he protefted to the Senate that hee fufiered 

d 'verf.H ]: H'lhalUy'r,:,bout To tod the fpan 

of thisttanfitoty life after the wayes of onesown heart, lsto pe. 
rifiv for ever, but oh what mad men are they that fc ereave them 
felves of Troom in that city of pearle forafewdirt) delights and 
carnal pleafures! 


CHAP. VI. 

Verf. I. My fort, if thou befur ety] 

T He wife-man having exhorted his fon to many rather then 
burn, and to nourifh a family rather then to haunt harlots 
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houfes, to the end that he mayfhew bimfeJfagood Oecono- 
mick, and provide for the comfortable fubfiftence of wife and 
children he bids him here beware, 1. of unadvifed furetilliip. 2. of 
idlenefle, two great enemies to thrift, without which there can 
be no good houfe kepc. The royalty of Solomon could not 
have confided for all his riches, without forecaft and fru¬ 
gality. 

Verf. 2, Thors art fnared] i. c. Endangered coflavery orpo* 
verty,or both. Hence the proverb, Sponde 3 noxapr<ejioeft; Give 
thy word, and thou art not far from a mifehief. Shun therefore 
fureti(hip,if fairly thou canft.- or if not, propound the worft.and 
undertake for no more then thou canft vvel performe without thy 
very great prejudice : ne, tit leo cajfibtis irretitus diverii, Sipr&fcU 
vijfem ? left thou being got into the hamble trambles come in too 
late with thy fools Had I \X>ift. 

Thou art taken] For a bargain binds a man by the law of nature 
and of nations. Judah, chough in a (hamefiil bufinefle, would 
make good his ingagment to the harlot, Gen.^ 2 . 23. Every god¬ 
ly man will do fo, though it be to his own hinderance. Pfal, 15.^}. 

The Romans had a great care alwayes co performe their word: 
infomuch chat thefirft Temple built in Rome was dedicated to the 
goddefle Fidelity. The Athenians were fo careful this way, that 
(Mtticus tejlts is ufed for one that keeps touch: and Attica fides 
is lure hold.* as contrarily P mica fides , there was no hold to be 
taken of Carthaginian promiles. Of a certain Pope and his Ne¬ 
phew , it is faid that the one never fpoke as he thought, the 0- 
ther never performed what he fpake. This was fmall to their 
commendation. Debt is a burden to every well-minded man,nei- 
ther can he be at reft, till he come to Owe nothing to any man but Rom- * l • 
this, that ye love one another. When Arch-btfhop' Cranmer dif- 
cerned the ftorme which afterwards fell upon him in ■ Qr Maryes 
dayes, he took exp re fle order for the payment of all his debts, 
and ingagements -• which when it was once done', a moft joyful Ad. & Mon. 
manwashe, faith Mafter Pox in his life. For bills and obliga- vo1,1 54*. 
dons do mancipatc the moft free and ingenuous fpirit, and fo put 
a man out of ay me, chac he can neither ferve God without di- 
ftra<ftion,nor do good to others, nor fet hfs 6iyn tfate in any good 
order-• but lives anddits intangkd and pufled with 1 c^ires and 
fnaresj and after a tedious and laborious life paffed in acirde 
of fretting thoughts, he leaves at laft in ftead of better patrimo¬ 
ny 
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iy, a world of intricate troubles to his poftery, who are alfo ta¬ 

ken with the words of his mouth. 

Verf 3. when thou art come into the baud'} For the borrower 
Hieron . ad. i s fervant to the lender. Trov. zi.j. And Facile ex amicoinimi- 
.CdancJam.; cum f dC ies cui promt (fa no-n reddes, faith Hicrom. A friend will 
foon become a foe,if unfriendly and unfaithfully dea t with. Not 
keeping time makes a Jarre in payments(and fo in fritndfhip too) 
as well as in Mufick. „ _ , 

Goe, humble thy [elf ] Crav.e favour and further time of the 
Creditour: fay, Doubt not of your debt, only fort eare a while. 
Caft thy fcif athisfeer, astobetroden ( fo the Hebrew word 
Exck.31. 2. & here fignifieth ) Stick not at any fubmiOion, fo thou maieft gain 
34 . x 8 - time and get off,and not be forced to run into the U urers books, 

that Amalec or licking people, which as Cormorants fall upon 
the borrowers; and like cur-dogs fuck your bloud only with 
licking, and in the end kill you, and crufh you, roa you and ra- 
vifhyou, Pfal.io.$,9,io. 

And make [are thy friend} For whom thou ltan left mgaged : 
•call upon him to favetheeharmelefs. For as Alphiiu the Ufurer 
fometimes faid of his Clients, Optima nomina non appellando mala 
!Her«.EpoJ.i • fieri; Even good debtors will prove flack pay-mafh rs if they be 
tCoIu.n. dc rc j et alone, ffnotnow and then called upon. Some read the words 
aruft. 1 - I C ‘ 7 * t |, US: ' Multiply thy friends, or follicite them, viz. to intercede 
for thee to the Creditor, and to keep thee out ofthisbrake. 

Verf. 4. Give not Jleep to thine eyes, &c.} Angt.jtus wondred 
at a certaine Knight in Rome , that owed much and y et could fleep 
Bl0 ' fecurely; and when this Knight dyed. he fent to b uy his bed, as 
fuppofing there was fomething more then ordinary in ic, to pro¬ 
cure bleep. The opportunity of liberty and thriving isto be wall 
husbanded: left; fomeftorme arifing. from thecrueltyof Credi¬ 
tors, or mutabilitie of outward things, overwhelme a man with 
def?t anddanger, as the whirlewind doth the unwary traveller 
upon the Alpes with fnow. Now if fuch cate be tc be taken that 
we run not rafhly in debt to men, how much more to God ? If 
to undertake for others be fo dangerous, how f nould we pray 
«. with that godly man, From my other-mem Jim good Lord deliver 

AUgl 1 me l(we are fo tohumble our felves t^ .purfellc w creatures in 

1am. 4 10. this cafe,\n6w much more fhould we hui^Le our fdves under the 

mighty hand of God, that he may life us up in due feafon ? If 
this be to be donewichout delay .where thedanger :;eacheth but po 

the 
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the outward man: how much more fpecd and earneftnefs fhould 
beufed in making peace with God, whofe wrath is afire that - 
burns as low as hell, and gettingthe black lines of our fins drawn 
over with the red lines of his Sons bloud ; and fo utterly rated 

out of the book of his remembrance ? 

Verf. 5. As a Roe from the hand, &c.} This creature maybe 
taken, but not eafily tamed : It feeks therefore by all meanesto 
make efcape, and when it fleeth, looketh behind it, holding it no ChaM.paraph.' 
life, if not at liberty. inCanr.8 14. 

Andos a bird} A mod fearefull creature and defirous of liber- 
tv .that Avis-paradift efpecially, that beingtaken never gives over Nin ’ tun ‘ n tyl- 
groaning, till let go again. '■%£££ 

Verf. 6 . (Jo to the Ant thou Jluggard} Man that was once the 
Captain of Gods Schoole, is now (forhistruantlineffe ) turned 
down into the loweft forme, as it were, to learn his Abe again, 
yea to be taught by thefe meaneft Creatures. So. Chrift fends us 
to Schoole to the birds of the aire, and lilies of the field to learn 
dependance upon divine providence. Mat.6. and to the Stork, 

Crane, and Swallow to be taught to take the feafons of grace, 
and not to let flip the oppercimities that God putteth into our 
hands. ferX.j. This poore defpicable creature,theAnt,is here fee 
in the chaire to read us a Lefture offedulity and good husbandry. 

What a deale of graine gets (he together in Summer? What 
painesdothfhe take for ic, labouring not by day-light only, but 
by moon-fhine alfo ? What huge heaps hath fhe ? What care to 
bring forth her tloreand lay it a drying on a fun-fhine day, left 
with moiilure it fhould putrifie, &c ? Net only Arijlotle, i&lian 
and TUny, but alfo ’Ba/il, Ambrofe, and Flierom have obferved 
and written much of the nature and induftry of this poore crea¬ 
tures telling us withall, that in the Ant, Bee, Stork, &c. God 
hath fet before us as in a picture the lively refemblance of many 
excellent vertues, which we ought to purfue and pra&ice. Thefe, 
faith One, are veri laicorum libri, , the true Lay mens books, the 
images that may teach men the right knowledge of God, and of 
his will, ofthemfelvesand their duties. 

Verf. 7. which having ho guide, overfecr, &c.} How much 
more then fhould man, who hath all thefe, and is both adUbo - 
remnatm , & ratione ornatus, borne to labour, and hath rea- 
fon to guide him ? Only he muft take heed that he be not, Ant- 
like, wholly taken up about what (hall we eate, or what fhall wc . 
drink, &c. H Verf. 
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Verf, 8. Yrovideth her meat in the fummerf She devours in- 
- — "deed much graine,made chiefly for theufe of man : But deferves 
( faith an Interpreter ) for this very caufe, to be fed withthefi- 
neft wheat, and greateft dainties, that all men may have her al- 
waiesintheireye: Diligent men,to quicken their dilgence, and 
iluggards,to fhame them for their flothfulneffe. 

Andgathereth her food in harvefi~\ T hat may ferve in Winter.lt 
is good for a man to keep fomewbac by him, to have fomcthing 
• •] inftore, and not in diemvivere, as the foules of heaven do. Bo - 

’ umtl * npu Servatiw facit bontim Bonifaciim , as the Dutch I roverb hath 

it. A good faver makes a well-doer. Care muft be taken ne 
Protpusp fortior Condopax. our layings-out be not more than our 
layings-up. Let no man here obje&thatof ourS;viour,C<sr.? 
not f^-tomorrow, &c . there is a care of diligence, and a care of 
diffidence , a care of the head, and a care of the heart: the former 
is needfull, the later finfnll. 

Verf.o. How long wilt thou pep O Jluggard >2 The eare we 
fay, is firlt up in a morning. Call a fleeping man by hi:; name and 
he will fooner awake and anfwer to it than to any thi ig elfe. The 
Wifeman therefore thus dealeswith the fiuggard, cnat he may 
go forth and (hake him, as Sampfon, not giving way to exceflive 
fleepe, which comes as a Publican/faith -'Plutarch ) and takes a- 
way a’third pa“rt of our lives at leaft, Pliny faid to his Nephew, 
when he faw him walk out fome houres without ftudy ing fpoteras 
.J.cap.j. hashorasnonperdere , You might have put theft*houres to better 
ufes. May not the fame be faid to the fleepy fluggard ? Whiles 
the Crocodile fleeps with open mouth, the Indian Rat (hooces 
himfelf into his body, and eats up his enrraiies. Whilft Iftbo- 
Jhcthdcpt upon his bed ac noon, Baanah and Rechab took away 
his head. Epaminondas a renowned Captain^ finding on of his 
Sentinels afleep, thruft him thorow with his Sword : And being 
chid for fo great feverity, replyed, T alem enm relief, iysalem in¬ 
vent, 1 left him but as I found him. It muft be our cart that death 
ferve us not in like fort: that we be not taken nap ping, and fo 
killed with death. Rev.2. 21. The bird Onocrotaltt; is fo well 
praftifed to expe&'the Hawke to grapple with her, that evea 
when (he fhutteth her eyes (he fleepeth wither beakt exalted, as 
if (he would contend with her Adverfary: to teach vs continual 
vigilancy; refembling thole who were wont to deep with brazen 
balls in their hands, which falling on vefl'els purpofety feton 

rheie 
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their bed fides, the noife did difwade immoderate deep. Nttlliu s ^ E 

mihi per otium exit dies partem etiam nottutm ftudiu vendteo, laith 

Seneca. I let no day patfe me idlely .- fome part of the night al- 

fo I fpend in ftudy. Our King Alfred, Amo 872. call the natural 

day into three parts: eight h oures he fpent in prayer, ftudy and 

writing; eight in the fervice of his body; and eight in the affaires 

of his State. Which fpace (having then no other engine for itj 

he meafured by a great wax-light divided into fo many parts; 

receiving notice by the keeper thereof, as the feverali houres paf- Daniels Chro. 

led in the burning. The Jews divided likewife the day into three ‘ 3 - 

parts ; the firft ad Tephillah, for Prayer; the fecond ad Torah, for 

reading the Law ; the third, ad Malachah ,for Work; no talk of 

ileep. Their work would (likely ) keep them waking. As for 

the Law, what Serbidius; Scevola faid of the civill Law, holds 

more true of the divine, Jus civilefcr.iptum eft vigilant thus non 

dormit antibus. The Law was not written for fleepers,but wakers. 

Hierome exhorted fome godly women to whom he wrote, not Tencnticodi. 
to lay the Bible out of their hands, untill, being overcome with « , r n e ,0 a ^ ; , ^* 
fleep, and not able any longer to hold up their heads, they bow- dentemfadem 
ed them down, as it were, to falute the leaves, below them,with pagina lacra 
a kifle* And for prayer ; David would not fall afleep at it, but fufeipiat. Hi- 
break his ileep for it. Pfal.i 1962. & i 47 - H e was .at it at mid- cron - adEuft. 
night, at day dawn, and In the morning will 1 direB my prayer 
unto thee,and will lookjip'Pfap.?,. Two military words he there 
makes ufe of (to (Lew his wakefulneffe at his yvorkj ( Souldiers 
are not the greateft fleepers: fcfa was 00 le{fe vi S ,,anc then va ‘ ; arLm - foK 
liant: Scanderbeg from his firft coming to Epirus never flept E p ' crQch ex 
above two houres in a night) He would not only pray but mar- r3diccgnarach 
(lull up his prayers, put them in good array: and when he had ordinmt,aci- 
fodone, he would be as a Spy upon a Tower, to fee whether he emdif ( , 0 Juic: 
prevailed, whetherhe got the day: The Spoufe flept, but her 
heart waked: and as repenting of that half-liecp alfo (which yet fpec » u _ 
the night and foule weather perfwaded) fhe proraifcEh to get bndoexpeda- 
□pearely, Cant A. 2. withy. ia.Our Saviour vvasupand at pray- vir H nc tfo- 
yer a great while before day, Mark. 1. 35. The holy Angels are P'Hhfp^cula- 
ftiled iVatchersfDan.^.io. And they are three times pronounced ”• 
happy char wucb.Luk 12.37,38,43-Watch therefore. ' 

Verf. 10. Tet a.little pep ^ Hebr. Sleeps pmbers, Though 
hefpeaksin theplurall, and would have much, yet all is but a 
little in his pretence and conceit. He asks a little, becaufe he will 
TI 2 not 
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Auguflin. not be denied : Sed finite paululum ibit in longum. F rft, he muft 
have fleep ; having flept, he muft have flumbers; ffleep will not 
quickly be rubd out of his eyes) having (lumbered, he muft fold 
1.3 v. lib, 7 ; his hands, (f'empreffis jedere manibtts, to fit with hanc s folded up, 

is ufed by the Latines in a like fen/e.) He tumbles on his bed, as a 
doore on the hinges, DrovClEa^ a man muft come with a levee 
to help him off his couch, 


Jlihil agendo 
male agere 
difcunc. 


' apyot^pte? 
yot. ^ 

3uThef»3.i:l. 


Verf.n. As a traveller , and thy want as an armed man 3 That 
is, Speedily and irrcfiftibly, Men muft fweat out a living, and 
earne their bread afore they eaceit, iThef. 3.12. Think not to 
have wealth without working, as Cities and Town; are faid to 
have fallen into Timotheus his toile as he was deeping (with (o 
much eaie he took them in. ) Spontanea laffitudines morbos pro 
cedunt , Roamings and Teachings forerun difeafes: fo doth flug- 
giftineffe ufher in penury : when as mams motitans, the nimble 
hand maketh rich} Prov.i o.q.andjfij all labour there is abundance, 
'Erov. 14. But Nailli falfi fmt qui diver(ijjimas res expettantig- 
navia voljuptatem & premia virtutis : They are utterly out 
that think to have the pleafure of Idleneffe, and the plenty of 
painfulneffe. 

Verf. 1 a. A naughtyperfon ] Loe, every idle mar is a naugh¬ 
ty man: is, or ere long will be; for by doing nothing,men learn 
to docvill, faid the Heathen : And, thou wicked and flotkfullfer- 
vant, faith our Saviour, Mat, 35.16, He puts no difference be¬ 
twixt Nequam & Neqvaquam, an idle and an evill j erfon. The 
devill alfo will not long fuffer fuch an one to be idle, but will 
foone let him to work. Idkneffe is the home or Temptati¬ 
on. 

cfydman] Or, an unprofitable man,vir nihVi y good for 
nothing, but to cate, and drink, and deep, and fp >rt,. and fit, 
and talk,and laugh and be merry. Tbefe are Cyphers, nay, they 
are excrements in humane fociety; that live in the world to no 
purpofe, yea, to bad purpofe. Oh it is good (faith One) to do 
fomething whereby the World may be the better .* and not to 
come hither meerly as Rats and Mice, only to devoure victuals, 
and to run (queakingup and down. 

JYalketh.mih a fraward mouth] graditur ore perve ^.Nothing 
more ufuall with Idlcbies , then to go catling up and down; pry¬ 
ing, and fpying, and carrying cafes and rumours. iTi #. 5.13. See 
the note there. It is nothing that they can do ; they will fay the 
rows therefore, Verf. 
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Verf. 13. Hf Wtnketh with hU eyes ] He is reftleffe in evilfand 
with his odde tricks and gefticulations leeks to fpread mifehiefe; 
even there, where he dares not otherwife difeover himfelf. Or 

the fenfe may be this Though he fpeak froward things, though 
he (lander and detrad,&c. to the hurt of the hearers, yet as if he 
fpake nothing but truth, and out of deep affedion to the parry, 
he feeks to affure it by the conftancy of his countenance, by the 
gravity of his gate, and by the motion of his fingers, to make 
bdeeve that it is fo indeed; when as in truth it is neither fo, nor 
fo. 

Verf. 14. Frowardneffe is in his heart] What marvel then*Our@-7* 
though he folecife with his hand, though he twinkle with his eye, X- 1 ? 1 
andtinkle with his feet,&c. When he fpeaketh faire, belee ve him K, ? cu 
not; for there are feven abominations in his heart, ‘Trov 26.25. 

Eventhofe fevennext mentioned h^Verf 16^7,1^,19. as Aben- 
E*ra conceiveth upon that Text. 

He devifeth mifehiefe continually 3 Hebr. At all times. Pliny. 
fpeaksof the Scorpion, that there is not one minute, whcrinic 
doth not put forth the fting.The foul of a wicked man is in a fling, 
reftlefs,and violently toffed about by Satan;who ads and agitates 1 Sam.25.29. 
him, Ephef 2.2. See Mic.z. 1. Hoflj.6. 

Hejoneth difeord 3 And fo (hews himfelf a true breathing de» 
vill, aDifciple of Machiavel , whofe Maxime was, Divide & 
impera Make divifion and get Dominion. In the yeare 1579 Al¬ 
len at Rhemes inftruded his Emiffary feducers fenc over into 
England , to make way for their great pro/eft of perdition in 88. Arc r hb ‘ Abb °fs 
by dividing the people under the termes of Protefiant and Puri- 
tan, and provoking them thereby to realland mutual, both hate fo,’,s. C recrca ' 
and contempt. And what labouring there is now by the Jefuirical 
party to heighten our unhappy differences, that they may make 
rhemfclves Mufters of all, who feeth not ? Herein they deale 
(faith f Jregory of the like fadors for the devil in his time ) as the 
Matter .of the pit, who oft lets two Cocks to fight together to 
the death of both, that after mutual conqueft hemayfup with 
both their carcaffes. The Jews before they were banifhed out of 
this Kingdom,threw bags of poyfon into the wells and fountains, 
that the people were to drink of, and thereby indcavoured to 
poifon them ail: fodo our feedlmen of Sedition: 

Verf. 15. Suddenly Jfjallhe be broken without remedy] Adif- 
malldoome,; Broken and not bruifed only, fnddenly broken, 

H 3 when, 
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. thev lertdrearne _ or~dread the danger. And this without 
7em"dy no poffibility of peering them up agame or putting 
them into a better condition. See this exemplified m Nabal, 

1 Verfitf. Theft fix things doth the Lor dhate ] That is, He de- 
tefte Mamneth, 'punilhefhthem in the flugard, whole foole » 
thefink of allthefe enfuingevils. Where note, that fin make 
w icked men the objeri of Gods hatred; the Saints, ol his pitty : 

As vvehate'poifon in aTode,but we pitty it in a man : in the one, 

it is their nature, in the other, their difeale. 

Tea (evert are an abomination to him ] Gr thatfevt nth lots / _ 
Scptimum Morreth, that fowing of difcord among brethren heightened 
abominatio an d CO mpleateth his hatred of the reft. 

animat illius. y erf [ ^ proud loolf} Hebr . Haughty eyes,. Mens hearts 
Profuto oculis ufuallyand chiefly fit and fhew themfelves k oculis, h loctUu, t» 
animus i„ha- 3 in their eyes, purfes, and cups T he Latines peaking of 
blue. Tim, a nt difdainful perfon fay,that he doth fnpen 

re look loftily. Odi faftunt ifitas Ecclefia , JL>afit, I hate 
Epadnnngr ’ 1 d ftatelinefTe of that Wefteme Church.- th: Church of 
qu.a verum P r ° . w hich even in thofe purer times bigan to look 

urn Tquc'fi,- big and defpife all other in comparifon of it fclf. 1 his he fome- 
ftinciudifcere. vv bere cals Jb m>\ the iVefiern eye-brow, whici occasioned 
lbld * « enath that lamentable reparation of the Eafte n or Greek 

Church from Communion with theLatme: The other fouccPa- 
triarcks dividing themfelves from the Bilhop of lion c ;_and attheir 
parting ufing thefe, or the like words: *1 hy great* f* we how, 

D.Fu/iofihei wtnutneffe we cannot [atisfie, thine iniollenblc nsfolencj 

fTl- TZZtLZZi ulJ'tb ('!{',«<■ God himielE re- 
Cailtosi. fids a proSd P«fon in a fpecial manner >J’-M-V :•»that aUr 
off PCi/i?8.«Ahccannotabidethe fight of biro, I-ooKs aioor 
, r .. at him. For whereas alt oth« vices fly from God (f mli Vocbm) 

the maftcr-poc!: of the foule 
MM. 4* flM l' (olld gate, ridiculous gc(lures, ganfl, at- 

nity* Pci.2.18 rire %fty and haughty looks , that hate of heav n and gate to 
hell. David could not endure it in any of his, T’fi l> io * • 5 * 
more could (A Elizabeth in the greatell favourite ibouther.Dil- 
Son onceHllingout between her and [Effex about a he man for 
government of Ireland, he forgetting hifflfelf ant. negletfmg his 
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duty, uncivilly turned his back , as it were in contempt, with a, Camden's Eli. 
fcornfull look. She waxing impatient gave him a cuft'e on the ear, fab ‘ 4?*. 
bidding him begone with a vengeance, &c. For avoyding of all 
difeontents and diftempers this way occafioned, it were to be 
wifhed, that men would firft get humble hearts, (the Apoftle 
Ephef. 4. makes humble-mindednefle the firft vertue, as here a 
proud look is made the firft vice, the mafter-root) And then, 
that they would enter into a Covenant, as fob did, (with his own 
eyes at leaft, Chap.30. 1.) inch a Covenant as was once made at 
a meeting of the borderers in de marches beeween England and 
Scotland: Security was given and confirmed on both fidesby ibid 
Oath (according to cuftome ) and Proclamation made, faith ' Z79 ‘ 
mine Author, that no man fhould harme other by word, deed or 
look. 


A lying tongue 3 Hebr. a tongue of lying, viz. That hath lear¬ 
ned the trade and can do it artificially. A Frier , a Iyer , was the 
old proverb here, pairing for current of that evill generation, 
thofe loud and lewd lyers. The proud have forged lies againft me, 
Pfal.1i9.69. zAfiuntmendaciummendacio, ( fo the Hebrew hath 
it) they few one lye to another, nntill their iniquity be found to 
be hatefull, Pfial.^6.2. A righteous man (how much more the 
righteous God?)hateth lying; But a wicked man ( for his lying) 
islochfome (Hebr. ft inketh) and cometh to fhame, Prov.i^.y, 
Pilate (forinftance) of whom Egefippus faith, that he was fir 
nequam & parvi faciens mendacium, A naughty man, and that 
made light of a lye. It may feem fo by that Icornful queftion of 
his, what’s truth} Job. 18.38. Tacitue alfo is by Tcrtuttinn faid 
to be mendaciorum loquacijfimus ; wherehefpeaksof Chriftians, 
he writes fo many lines fo many lies} Lyers pervert the'end for 
which God created fpeech, which was, to give light to the no¬ 
tions of the mind. Hence <pw) quaft vi. 

And hands that flsed innocent bloudf] This is fitly fubjoyned and 
fet after a lying tongue: becaufe bloud-fhed is oft occafioned by 
lying. 

- nil eft audacius illis 

Deprenfis: iram atqite animos ex crimine fumunt. 

Ruffians revenge the lye given them with a ftab. Perfecutors 
(as in the French Mafl’acre) give out that Chriftians are the worft 
of men, not fit to live for their notorious enormities, and there¬ 
fore not to be pitcicd if taken from the earth. Thofe that kill a 
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"do* (faith the French Proverb)' make 
fifth fo they a!waies belyed the Church, and traduced her to the 
World, and then perfected her; firft took away her veile, and . 
then wounded her, <>1.5.6. Thedevillwas firfta fanderer■**& 
her and then a mmherer. He cannot murder without he flan- 
der firft. But God will deftroy them that fpeak lies, the Lord 
will abhorthebloudy anddeceitfull man. Pfal. 56. 

Verf. 18 .An heart that devifeth wicked imaginations J 1 hlS IS 
the old Beldame the mother of all the foregoing ar d following 
mifehiefes; and is therefore fitly fet in the midft cf the feven, 
as having an influence into all. From the eyes the Vifeman de¬ 
fends to the mouth, from the mouth to the hanc s, from the 
' hands to the heart, from thence to the feet, and fo takes the parts 
in order as they (land : But as for che heart, it tramhikth its ve- 
nome into all the reft, and may fay to them all, a< che heart of 
Apollodom the Tyrant feemed to fay to hun, w-ho creamed one 
nioht that he was fleaedby the Scythians^ and boy ltd in a Cal¬ 
dron, and that his heart fpake to him out of the kettle, ™ 

, Z Ta , atTict. It is I that have dralton thee to all this. Ihore in hell 
cry fo doubtlefle. . 

Feet that he fmft 3 As if they fliould come too fete. This is a 
foule abufe of the locomotive faculty given us by God for better 
purpofe j that we flaould be fwife to heare, run to and fro to en- 
creafe knowledge, *D*» 12. Walk in the way tha- « called holy, 
20 from firength to firength, taking long Andes towards heaven, 
Pfal.SA.i. Thofe then that walk in a contrary road, and make all 
polfible haft to heap up fin upon fin, mult needs tc abominated 
andaccurfed of God. 

Verf. 19. Afalfe witnejfe thatfpeakethlies 3 Hcor. that blo\\ s 
abroad lies, as with a paire of bellows ; that vents them boldly 
and freely in open Court, in the face of the Couitrey. Thele 
Knights of the poj} can lend an oath for a need, as ihey did Jcfa- 
^//a gain ft Naboth; and like thofe in the biftory, v/ill not ftick to 

fweare that their friend or foe was at Rome and I neramna both 
atonce. Godoft thundereth againft fuch, to flii.w his utter ha¬ 
tred of them : and hath threatned that the winged flying book 
that is full of curfes within and without, (hall overtake them ere 
they gee home, and ftrall reft in the midft of their noufes, to con- 
fume them with the timber thereof, and the Tones thereof. 
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upon the Proverbs. 


ttAndhim that foveeth difcord~\ See the Notes on t ,erf 14.&16. 

Unity among brethren is fitly compared to a cable-rope which 
will notedly break, but if once cut a funder its hard to tyc a 
knot upon it; what ill officers then are Breed-bates and boute- 

rf 20 My [on, kyyep thy Fathers commandment J Th e com- 
mandements of Religious Parents, are the very commande- 
m-nts of God himfclf, and are therefore to be as carefully 
kep: as the apple of a mans eye. Trov. 7 2. See iheNoteon 

^ Verf. 21’ Bind them continually 3 Obferve them with as much 
care and confcience as thou art bound to do theLaw ofGod given 
by Mofcs, ‘Dent 6.8. See the Note chere. 

Verf. 22. When thougoeft, it (hall lead thee 2 No fuch guide to D , [cet & 
God as the Word; which whites a man holds to, -he may fafely duceu 
fay. Lord, if 1 be deceived-thouhaft deceived me: if 1 be oucofthe 
way,thy word have milled me. 

when thotsftepcfritjball keep tbeel If thou fleep with fome 
good meditation in thv minde, it fliall keep thee from foohfh and 
fin full deeams and fancyes,and fet thy heart in a holy frame, when 
thou awakeft. He thatracketh up his fire at night, thall hnde 
fire in che morning How precious are thy thoughts (that is 
thoughts of thee) unco me, O God? Pfal.t 39. 17. what fol- 
. lows? When I awake , 1 am fiill with thee. verf. rb- 

Verf ^ 2 . Fortbccommandement is alamp \] Or candle, where¬ 
of there is no fmall ufe when men go to bed, or rife bet.me. He 
that hath the word of Chrift richly dwelling in him may lay his 
hand upon his hart,and fay as dymgOecolampadiM M die at lues. 

Here’s plenty of light. Under the law all was in riddles; rfofa ;was 
vcylcd. And yet that faying was then verified, EtlatetO" Iticet . 

.There was light enough to light men to Chrift the end of the 

reproofes of inflrntlion^ 

A lcflon fee on with a whipping is beft remembred. See the Not. 

Verf, 24 . To keep thee from the evill woman 3 Heb. From the 
woman 'of evill , that’s wholly given up to wicktdnefle, as Aaron 

faith of the people, £xod. 3 *-«- a ° daS ^T’ f ‘(TnT 
tota facet uxor, lnthis fenfe Antichrtft is called the man of finne. 

,-r- i r „ tre m 
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From the flat tiery ofthe tongue J This isthe propertffeft of 
Gods word hid in the heart, as an amulet, Belleropbon and other 
Heathens, without this prefervative abftained from adultery, ei¬ 
ther for love of praife, or fear ofpunifhment, or opinion of me¬ 
rit, but this was not properly chaftity, but continency , which kept 
them from the outward z&jed non fine do lore, not withe ut inward 
luftings and hankerings after ftrange fle(h. Vellem^fi noieffem im- 
perator , faid Scipio, when a faire harlot was offered unto him , I 
would, if I were not a Generali. 

Of a ftrange woman 3 Filthineffe (as alfo fwearingand drun- 
kenntfle) in a woman is moft abominable. Hence (c.mong o* 
ther reaions, faith one,) the whorifti woman is called she ftrange 
woman. 

Salutf. Verf. 25. Luft not after her beauty} Aurelia Orefti/U prater 
, , , for mam nihil unquam bonus Lee davit. Amelia Oreftilla iiad beauty 

JBXmuvlu in decd, but nothing elle that was praifeworchy, faith theHifto- 
hilhlibi 1 i.c.1 r ‘ an * H° w much better Afpafia Milefia of whom zs£lian reports 
that fhe was Faire and Mo deft ? And the Lady fane Gray whofe 
excellent beauty was adorned with al variety of vertuei as a dear 
sky with ftarres, as a princely diadem with Jewels. Some wo¬ 
men are like Helen without,within: but it is a fmall praife 
to have a good face,and a naughty nature,a beautiful cc untenance 
and abafelife. 

In thine heart J See the Note on Matth. 5. 28. and on 1 Cor 
7 - 34 - 

Neither let her take thee with her eye-lids 3 Si nefcu t octtliJunt 
*namore duces. Some render ir, Neque te capiat fpier, doribusfm 
® is, Let her nottakethee with her glittering*, and :^ay habili¬ 

ments, or head-tires. Cyprian and Auftin fay that juperfluous 
attire is worfe then whoredome: becaufe whoredom only cor- 
rups chafticy, but this corrupts nature. Hierome faith, chat if wo¬ 
men adorn themfelvcs fo as to provoke men to Juft alter them, 
though no evil follow upon it, yet thofe women fhall foffer e* 
teinal damnation, becaufe they offered poyfonto others, though 
V none would drink it. ' 

Verf. z6 y For by means of a Whorifi/ woman 3 See the Note on 
Chap. 5.10. Thefe creatures know no other language but that of 
the horfleeches daughter, Give, give, and may fitly be compared 
• to the ravens of Arabia, that full-gorged have a tun eable fweet 

xecordj but empty, fereech horribly; or to carrions rowes,that 

\ : . ' ' flock. 
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flock to a dead carcafe, not$e defend it, butto devoure it: and 
no fooner have they bared the bones, but they are gone. Thus 
Dam tzAlice Peirce (King Edward the thirds Concubine) firved 
him whiles he lived, all was here as Are would: and when this Danicts ebro . 
King lay a dying, (he pakc away what (he could fnatch , even to nieic % 
the Tings on his fingers, and fo left him. 

Corpus,opes, animism,famam, vimftuminaScor turn 
‘Debilitat, perdit, necat, aufert, eripit, or bat. 

Will hunt for the precious life ] As Potiphars wife did for fojeph's 
Gen. 39.14.and furely it was a great providence of God that upon 
her falfe accufation he had not been prefently put to death. Into 
prifon he was thrown, and fo laden with fetters, that the iron en- 
tredinto bis foule. i. e. eat into his flefh, Pfal: 1 05.18. and all 
by means of this whorilh woman, whofe lull turned into hatred. 

Ant te ardenter amat } aut te capitaliter odit. See more in the Note Mancuan< 
on Prov. 5. 11. 

Verf. 27. Can a man take fire} Left any man Ihould reply. He 
fee to my felf, and fave one from the forenamed mifehiefs. I have 
more wit thentotruft any harlot, and more skill then to let it 
come abroad to my difgrace and detriment.- The wife man an- 
fwers, that it is as poflible to take a live-coal from the hearth, 
and bear it in a mans bofom, without burning his clothes • or to 
walk upon fire without ftorching his feet,as to attempt any thing 
inthis kind, and to fcape fcot-free. Flagitium & flagellum feta 
aens Grfilum. Sin and punifhment go linked together with chains 
of adamant. Thy clothes will ftink at leaft of that fire, thy 
feet will blifter at leaft with thofe coales. If the great fhowre 
blow over thee, yet thou {halt bee wet with the after¬ 
drops. 

Verf. 28. Can one goe upon hot codes’} Similitudes are never fee 
out to confirme or confute, but to adorn and illuftrate 5 giving 
unto their matter a certaine kinde of lively £>efture, and ftirring 
up thereby men’s drowfy mindes to the confideration and acknow¬ 
ledgment of the truth, and to the perfuit and praftice of vertue 
and godlineile. Of the great ufe of Similes we may read in Chry-' 
foft. Horn, in Gen. 13. Origen in Levit. ro. zsfugutt. de da- 
ttrinaCbrift. lib.z. Greg. Moral, lib. 3. Chap. \ 6 . 8 cc. 

Verf. 29. So he thatgoeth tn to his neighbour} That fufpicioufly 
converfeth with her alone, though haply with no intent or cor¬ 
rupting her. fofeph found the com pan y of his miftcefle, he would 

12 not J 
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not be with her alone, Cjen.^9. io^jghamberirg and fecret fa¬ 
miliarity. with women is forbidden "as a deed of darkncfle and 
difi'.onelly, Rom 13.13^ How much more then wanton touches 
and dalliance. Sit not at all with another mans wife, (it not 
down upon the bed with her, faith Siracides chap 9. Chl ifts dif- 
ciples marvelled that he talked with the woman ofSamiria, Solus 
cum foist, faith r Be*a, But he might do that, that we muft beware 
John 4 . 1 7* o jr | c p. concupifcer.ee kindle. Abraham might fee Sol' ome burn¬ 
ing, but Lot might not look that way. 

Shull not be innocent'] £hall not be held fo.howfoevcr (hall fuf- 
fer in his name, be he never fo honeft (befidesthat hereby hee 
ten,pcs the devilto tempt him to uncleannefte. ) Now the pro¬ 
verb is, Octtlw & famanonpatiunturjocos. A mans oyeandhis 
came will bear no jell. And he was no fool that faid , Negligere 
qy.id defe quifque feutiat, non folttm arrogant is eft , fed & dijfolttti. 
He is not only a proud, but a lewd perion, that takes r 0 thought, 
what others think and talk of him.. Provide we muft for things 
honeft, not only before the Lord, butalfo before mep, 2 Cor. 

'o. 20. 41 . 

Verf. 30. Men do not defpife a theife] We ufe to fay, a lyetis 
worfe then a theife; and Siracides faith the fame of a conftant ly.- 
Potior eft furer, chap. 20. But that an adulterer is worfe then a theife.the holy 
tj,iaincitii 3fli- Ghoft here^ifureth ns : and hisreafons are unanfwenblc. For 
dui-ycmitur. his neccflicy pleads for him: he muft either fteal: or ftarve.- 
.vut&vTt Kkinr ^ an( j t hj s( j 0 thfom.ewhat cxcule him. dtanto as they fay. but not 
.. iyuv. a toto : For as am in (hould rather dye then lye,, fo ht.lhouldra- 

I s^ulas. ther perifii then purloine or pelfer. But what excufe hath thea- 
dulteier, non veneris inedtam patitur, fed cordis indigent iam, hee 
wants not meat,but wit; he prefervetii not his body,but defiroy- 
ethhisfoule. 

Verf 31. He Jhall reftorefcven-fold]. i e. Manifold, accor¬ 
ding as the law limitech, though it be to theutmoftofwhat the 
theif is worth. But what reftitmion can the adulterer make? 
iiould he make him a mends with as much morefThe theif ftcals 
out of wane, the aduIterer,of wantonnefle. 

Verf. 32. Lacksth under(landing] Being wholly carciedby fen- 
foall appetite, againft the diftates both of Religion undofRea- 
ibft. .Beetles love dunghils better then oyncments, and fwine 
love mud better then a garden. Lather tells of a certain Grandee. 
in his countrey fo befoctcd. with the.fin of whoredome, be wa. 

not 
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not aftumed to fay, that ifji^ight everlive here , and be carried 
from one whore-houle to another,thereto fatisfy his lufts,he would 
never defire any other heaven. This filthy man didafeerwards 
breath out his wretched foul betwixt two notorious harlots. Loniccrithc.it.. 

‘Deftrcyetb his o\\'n fonle] It is not therefore levepeccatum a liiftor .p. 568-, 
fmall fin,as the Pope's Canonifts call it. Divine juftice doth not ufe 
to kill Hies with beetles. 

Verf. 33 A wound and dijhonour Jballhc get] Either from the 
husband of the aduitercfTe, orfrom the Magiilrate, who will put 
him to death, according to the Law of God, Levit. 20. 

Detit.. 22. and of direrle Nations, with whom adultery is a 
Capital 1 crirpe. 

And his reproach ft} all not be wiped away] See the Note in chap 1 . 

5. 9, Ho .v oft read we of Davidyhzi he was upright in all things-, 
fave only the matter of Vriah ? What an indelebleblot is that 
ftill upon him ? 

Verf. 34. Torjealoufy is the rage ] Howbeit he may not kill 
the adulterer though taken in the aft, but profecute the Law a- 
gainfthim, and appeal to the Magiftrate, who is the Lmi-keeper Cuftosutriuf- 
of both tables. But if no Law will reieive aman,yet let him know, q«e ubul». 
that he (hall do himfelf no dififervice by making God his Chan, 
celiour. 


Verfe r. My fon keep my mrds J 

A Riftotlc hath obferved, and daily experience makes ic good, 
that iru-n fliewes his weaknefle no way more then about 
moderating the pleafure of his Tafting and Touching • forafmuch 
as they belong to him, not as a man, but.as a living creature. Now 
therefore as where the hedge is loweft, there.the beaft leaps over* 
foondh So Satan willbe fureco alfault us, where weareleaft 
able to withftand him. And whereas old men have no cauleto T^rre eft ft- 
be (ecu re (David was old,when he went in to Bathjheba and Lot sta * n 
not young.when he defloured his two daughters:) of the Brabants 
it is laid that quo magis fenefeunt, eo rnagu fultejcunt . the elder, civiam. Nazi*, 
thefoolilher •' And the Heathen Sages fay , metuendam effe Jenet .m2. 

Slam, quod non veniat fola , that old. age is tobe feared , as that 
which comes not alone, bnc being it felf a difeafe., it comes ac* 

13 cofli^- 
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x companiedwith many aileafes tajjhof body and mir de) young 
SSe a^I'p raen especially whom the Greeks call w'Ssa/ of fbl* to be hot, and 
& <r/S la: St be- Ai^oi of zi« toLoyle, and who think they have a licent e helium, 
nex quafi Se- fcortari,foreseffringere, to drinke and drab,which the/ count and 
uiin ex. call a trik of youth, have but more then need to be conftantly 
and carefully cautioned and called upon (as here they are) to fly 
fornication, i for. 6 . 8- to Ay youthfull lufts, a Tim. 2.22. with 
poft-hafteto flee them, to abftain from fleflily lufts, ( tanqttam k 
mellito veneno) which warre againft the foul, i Pet. 2.1 r. The 
body cannot be fo wounded with weapons.as the foul i s with lufts. 
Holy Timothy (fo temperate a young man, that Saint Paul was 
1 Tim. 5.1 j. fainetoprefcribehimphyfick, bidding him no longer to drink 
water, but a little wine for hit fiomacks fakg and bis often infirmi- 
tics , contracted haply by this too-much abftinence fur the better 
keeping under his body, and bringing it into fubjeftion ) is in 
1 Tim. 5. z. the fame Chapter by the fame Apoftle exhorted, to exhort the 
younger women with all Purity: Whereby is intimated , that 
through the deceit of his heart , and the flipperinefle of his age,, 
even while he wasprefling thofeyoung women to purity, fome 
impure motion might preffe in upon him: Which though but a 
ib-anger to Timothy (as Peter Martyr and others ot ferve out of 
that paflage in Nathans parable, 2 Sam. 12, 5. that lull was to 
David) yet might prove a troublefome inmate if not: Suddenly e« 
jefted.lt is for no marvel therefore that theWifeman is foexceed- 
ing eafneft with his fon about the bufinefle of abhorring har¬ 
lotry, the hatefulnefle whereof he now paints out in £ parable,fec- 
cing ic forth in livelyeft colours. 

Verf, 2. Keekjny commandements a?idlive~\ i.e. Live happi¬ 
ly, Ifa. 48.(7. I am the Lord that tcacherh thee to profit: there¬ 
fore keep my commandments, as if God Should fay; it is for 
thy profit that I command thee, and not for mine ow .i. In doing 
l9 ‘ thereof there is great reward, faith David , and prefent reward 
faith Salomon here; Do it and live. Inthecoims of earthly 
Princes there is -m delayes and chang's. Men arc 

off and on in their promifes: they are alfo flow and lack in their 
performances. But it is otherwife here : The very entrance of 
thy wordgiveth light, ,Pfal. 119.130. And the very onfetofo- 
, bcdience giveth life. It is but Hear , and your foules Shall 

live, Ifa. 55 3. Behold Icomequickly, and my reward is with 
me, Rzv, 12, i2. 
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And my Law as the apple of thine eye 3 Withal! charinefle and 
eircumfpeftion. The leaft mote offends the eye, and the leaft 
deviation violates the Law. Sinne is homogeneral, all of a kind, 
though not all of the fame degree: as the leaft pibble is a ftone as 
well as the hugeft rock, and as the drop of a bucket is water as 
well as the main Ocean. Hence the leaft fins are in Scripture re¬ 
proached by the names of the greateft ; Malice i<-called manslaugh¬ 
ter.- Luft, adultery, &c. concupiscence is condemned by the law, 
even the firft motions of fin, though they never come to confenr,’ 

Rom. 7. 7. Inward bleeding may kill a man. De minutk non cur a) 
lex faith t he Civilian : But the Law of God is Spiritually though 
we becarnall. And as the Sunfbme Onewcs usatomes and motes 
that till then we difeerned not, fo doth the Law difeover and 
cenfure fmalleftfaylings. It muft therefore be keept curioufty 
. even as the apple of the eye: as that little man in the eye that can¬ 
not be touched, bnt he will be diftempered. Gareful we muft be 
even in the minutulalegis, thepunftilios ofduty, Men will notjvw^^ a. 
lightly loofe the leaft ends of gold. N - a6 

Verf,3. ‘Bind them upon thy fingers J That thoumayft have them Ncc l U2 
alwayes in fight-- as God hath his people, I fay. 49. 16. Beho Id au ” tantu m 
I have graven thee upon thepalmesofmy hands : thy walks are con, t^aco- 

tinually before me. The Hebrews here referre fingers to aftion, las. 
heart to meditation and retention. Men fhouJd have the Law 
of God at their fingers ends. ( Any of us Jews, faith fofepbut, be¬ 
ing asked of any point of the Law, anfwereth it as readily as if hee 
had been asked his own name) they fliould alfo be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only. The hand is ogydw o S yhva>v the a -ft ■ 
instrument of aftion. David lifted up both his hands to the word 
as if he would pull it to him with both hands, as if he would do PM. 11948, 
the deed in good earneft. The heavens are the work of Gods fin¬ 
gers, Pfal. 8.3. The Law Should be of ours. 

Verf. 4. Say unto wij dome,thou art my (ifieri q g. If thou muft 
needs have a Lady to fet thy love upon, Let me commend a Mi- 
ftriffe to thee more amiable and affable then any that thou canft 
meet with; and that is Heavenly wifdome. Say unto her, Thou 
art my Sifter, c^c. Chrift oft wooes his Spoufe by this title. My 
Sifter,my Spoufe. As the neareft affinity is, fotheneareft 
confanguinity is Sifter. There are all bonds to knit us to Chrift.- 
there (hall be all to knit Chrift to us,if we fall in with Wifdome * 
this is to become a kin to Chrift; Mat , 12.56. And that is the 

trueft; 
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-nobility , where God himfelf is top of the kin, and Reli- 

oion the root, in regard whereof all the reft, (riches, retinue 
&cj are but (hadowes and (liapes of noblenefle. 

Ca ! l under/landing thy kinfvoman ] i.e. Be throughly and fa¬ 
miliarly acquainted with her. Surely as in nature he is accoun¬ 
ted a lingular Idiot, that knowes not his own fillets or near kmf- 
foik • fo in Religion he is ftcangly Ample and ftupid that is not ac¬ 
quainted with the grounds of behaviour and co mfc rc, asthey are 

contained inthe word. . , 

Verf. 5. That they may keep thee] The wifdome from above 
can and will preferve a man from hankering after ftrange flefh. 
The worlds wifatds have been moft of thcmtackc and tainted 
whh this vice • and that by a juft hand ofGod upon them, forthe 
contempt of Religion. Rom. 1,28. which is indeed the moft excel¬ 
lent prefervative. Hence when the Apoftle had aid, 1 Tim, 

7 excrcife godlinffle, headdes (as a motive,) Gc dlineffe is pro¬ 
fitable to all things, verf. 8. See further for this, P.-ov. 23. 26, 27. 
and 2. 16. and 6. 23,24. with the Notes there. 

Verf. 6 . I looked through my cafement ] Little did this young 
fool think whofe eye was upon him : lefie did ha; heed the all¬ 
eging eye of heaven. Solomon was obferving hisiubjedls carria¬ 
ges, and found a mifearriage. Magiftraccs, asthey have many 
Nig-id a Ne eyes upon them(whence alfo they have their name m the Hebww 
g d, quod in t0 npue) fo they are to have their eyes upon many * watching 
cam omnei whe ” n ot h er me n fieep , and obferving what ocaer men flight, 
coujicnnc Poets fain that ?#/>;m-over-looks the world, and that Sommts 

° c ‘ or Sleep durft never come aneerc him. A King that fitteth in the 
Throne of Judgment, fcattcrethaway all evil with his eyes. Prov. 

J|£ S 

Verf. 7. Among the ftmplc ones~\ The word ignifieth fuch a 
one as may be loon perfwaded; ealily drawr. any way by a 
twined threed.with a wet finger. Patucllus, (uch as whom it is no 

. . hard matter co cozen, and collude with. 

Ccri-usmvi. ^ j\p ccre her corner J Which he fhouldluve balked, ac- 

tmnuk 1 . cording CO chap. y. 8. See the Note there. Mens own inconfide- 

racion I'ccurity, and dallying with the beginning; of fin, orwith 
the occafion doth ufualiy tempe the devil to tempt them i and he 
fedingtheir pulfe thereby which way it beats , fits them a penny¬ 
worth, provides them of mates, fees one Deli, ah or other to 
bindethem (aslhedid Samp/en) with the green withes of flefta- 
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ly pleafure. But let a man divorce the flelh from the world, and 

the devil can do him no hurt. 

Verf. 9. 1» the black A*ddarknigbt~ ] Thinking to obfeure him¬ 
felfbut Solomon faw him , how much more God, cut obfeura 
patent muta respondent, fdentium confitetur , before whom night 
will convert ’it felfinto noone, and filence prove afpeakmg 
evidence ? Foolifh men think to hide themfelves from 
God, by hiding God from themfelves. See T>fal. 139. 

* Verf. 10. And behold there met him a woman ]] Fit lettice for 
fuch lippes ; a fit helve for fuch a hatchet. Every corner is full 
Of fuch duft-heaps,the land is even darkened with them, as Egypt 
once was with the locufts. €xod. 10.15. 

With the attire of an harlot J See the Note on chap. 6 . 2 y. The 
Hebrew word here fignifies a fee habit or ornament finely fitted 
to the body ; veftitns in cjuo plica faith Lavater , pleated garments. 
plait edhmz, C rc. let fuch cake heed of the plica polonica ; that 

dreadful difeafe. , . „ , niTPproD^ 

zAnd Subtile of heart‘d Or, t ruffed up about the breafts, with g Uafi nu j ato 
her upper-parts naked: (o Levi. Ben. Gerlom. erat nudocello cr pU( jendo, ut 
pelf ore, corde tenus, &c. She met him with her naked-breafts cumadconcu- 
?« this day too commonly ufcd by fuch as would bee held b,.um 
no harlots) yea, withfomethingelfe naked (as foine fenfe this aa «- 
text) which modefty forbids to name. ' 

Verf 11. Her feet abide not in her houfe] As the modell wo¬ 
mans do, Tu.2. y. who is therefore called domiporta , fet forth 
by the fnaile which carries herhoufe onherback, and compared 
to the vine, that growesby the houfefide- Pfal. 128. The Egyp¬ 
tian women ware nofhooes, -that they might the better keep 
home. Of the Italian women it is (aid that they are Magpyet 
/ttthe doore, Saints in the Church, Cjoatesinthegarden\ Devils in Heylir.sGcog. 
the houfe , Angtis inthe ftreetsand Sirens inthe Windows 
Verf. 12. Now fie is Without] See the Note on verf 11. and 
further obferve , that the former faults, loudnefle of language, 
ftubbomneffe againftan husbands lawful commands and reftraincs, 
and this of gadding up and down to fee and to be fecn,albeit they 
be not ccrcainefignes, yet they ate ftrong prefumptions ofawho- 
riftidifpofition. _ , . _ „ . , 

Verf. 13. So fie caught him and kffed him] Strange lmpuden- 

cy in this ftrange woman , who hath not her name for nmight. 
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cp 0 ti p hars wifewas fuch a bead:: fo was Meffalina the Empreffe, 
wife to Claudius, )oa»e Qjat Naples^ other prodigious trum¬ 
pets, of the kinde of thole whom they call Tdorborit<e. We have 
I heard (faith a grave Divine) of Virgins which at firft fee med mo- 
deft, blufhing at the motions of an honeft loves who being once 
corrupt and debauched, have grown, flexible to eafie intreaties to 
unchafticy : and from thence boldly lafeivious foasto bliiciteo- 
v : thers, fo as to proftitute themfeives to ull com mers, yea (as our 

n can. Caftiifis complaine of fome Spanijb ftewer) ,to an unnatural fiithi- 
a. cap. nefl'e. 

'• Verf. 14 . 1 have peace-offerings'] Sacris abntitttr m federates 

r * was efl, (he pretends Religion to her hlchv pradifes: Sodidthofe 
wicked women that lay with Elies fonnes at the dooreof the 
Tabernacle, 1 Sam 2. 22. So did King SdWardt he 4.his6o/y 
nhore, asheufcdtocatl her; thatcame to him out of t. Nunnery 
when he lift to call for her. And fuch were thok Ke depoth, oc 
common whores, fo called in Hebrew, becaufe fuch ab jmination 
was committed under a pretext of Religion. Gen. 38. M. ‘Dent* 
23, 17. But what an odde thing was that of David ti nt would 
not iye with Tathjbeba till purified ? Doth he make t.’onfcience 
ofceremoniall, and none of morall purity ? 

Thu day have I paid my vorves] A votary then Hit was (by 
all means) and fomore then ordinarily Religious So was T>oeg. 
why elfc was he deteyned before the Lord ? iSam. 21 A Doeg 
may fee his foot as far into Gods Sanfluary as a David. That many 
Popifh Votaries are no better then this hufwifein the text, 
fee the Lffbon-Nwnery , &c, befides thofc thouiands ofin- 
fants-fculis found in the fifh pooles by Cjregory the great. 

Ccrerc & Verf. 15. Therefore came lforth'] Ashaving much goodchear 
cofngec at home; as at all peace offerings they had. Gluttony iuhegal- 
ss. lery that libidinoul’nefle walkes through. 

Diligently toJeel{thy face] Or thy perfon, notthypurfc, thee,, 
not thine do I feck, Outs credit. 

And 1 have found thee] By a providence no doubt. God muft 
have a hand in it, or elfetis marvell. God hath given me my 
hire (faid Leah) becaufe I have given my maid to niy husband, 
C/fw.30.18. See iSam. 23. 7. Zach.n. 5. 

VLrf.1t). 1 have deckedmj bed] Left haply by being abroad 
lb late, he fhould queftion where to have a bed,(he afCures him of. 
adainty one, with carious curtaines, 

* Verf. 17. 
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Verf 17. With myrrhe , aloes &c,] This might have minded 
the young man , that he was going to his grave: for the bodies 
ofthe dead were fo perfumed. Such a meditation would h.vc 
much rebated his edge,cooled his courage Jerufalems hlthincffc 
was in her skirts: and why ? (he remembred not her latter end. 

Lam 1.9 As the broking of a dead hand (they fay) cureiha 
tyrTpany: and as the a(hes of a viper appliedto-the partthat is 
C, drawes the venome out of it: fo the ferrous thought of 
death will prove a death tofUfhly lufts. I meet with a ftory of 
one that gave a loofe young man a ring with deaths-head with ^ w „ ai 
this condition, thathe (hould onehoure dayly ( for feven dayes 5ermHS . 
together; look and think upon ic.- which bred a ftrange alteration 

Verf. 18. Vntill the morning] But what if death draw the cur¬ 
taines and look inthewhik? If death do not, yet guilt will. 

And here beads are more happy ‘n carnall contentments then 
fenfuall volupcuaryes: for in their delights they feldom furfet, 
but never fin: and fo never finde any caufe or ufe 1 for pangs of re- 
nentance as Epicures do; whole pleafurc paffeth, but a fling 
Lyes behinde. \b calleth fparkes th z fonnes of ^> bei "S^e e ft n “ 
dred by it upon fuell; as pleafurcs are the fonnes of mens lufts 
when the obieft and they lye and couple together. And they 
are not long-lived; they arebnt as fparkes, they dye affoon asbe- 

§0 Ve e r n f 19. For the good manis not at horns] Hebr. the man not 

■» 

life, accoVdiito the promile of our Saviour of an hm** *U 
advantage. f . woris ma ke fooles 

K 2 
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that now (he may do what (he will with him ; for hee s wholly 
at her devotion. 

Verf. 22. Hegoeth after herfiraightwayl without anyconfi- 
deration ofthe fad confequents. Lull had blinded and befotted 
him ; and everntransformed him into a-bruit. Nos animus etiam 
incarnavimus, faith one. Many men have made their very fpirit 
a lump of fkfli, and are hurried on to hell with greateft violence. 
Chidethem.youdobutgivephyfickina fit: counfell them; you 
do but give advifeto a man that is running a race: be your coun¬ 
fell never fo good, he cannot Hay to hear you; but will be ready 
to anfwer as ^Antipater did when one prefented him with a book 
treating of happ'nelTe,he redded it and faid a 1 ha ve no lea- 

fure to read fuch dilcourfes. 

*As an oxe goeth to the Jlaughter~\ when he thinks he goeth to 
the paflure: or as thofe oxen brought forth by Jupiter's riefl, 
with garlands unto the gates, but ic was for a flane-facri- 
fice. APIs 14. 13. Fatted .ware are but fitted for the 
fhambles. 

Or as afoole to the correPHon of the flocks ^ Such flocks as LPaul 
Numella. and Silas ('yet no fooles) were thrufl into,feet and neck alfo, as 

Bezainloc, the word there fignifyech. *APls 14.24. This the fool fears not 
till he feels : till his head be cooled and his heels too, ti! I he hath 
flept outhisdrunkenneffe, and then he finds where hi.*is, and 
muft flick by it.Seethisexemplified7V0.5j1.How many (uch fools 
have wc now adayes [Mori morantur quoctmquefub axe n.orantur) 
that rejoycc in their fpirituall bondage, and dance to he;l in their 
bolts, fas one faith) nay are weary of deliverance. They fit in 
the flocks when they are at prayers, and come out of the Church 
when the tedious fermon runs fomewhat beyond the he ur, like 
prifoners out of a jayle. The devillis atbme with fiich (faith 
Mailer Bradford) and the devil will keep holly-da ,r, as it 
wereinheli, in reipetf of fuch, faith another. 

Verf. 23. 7 ill a dart flrike thorough his liver J /. e, filthy lull, 
that fiery dart of the devil, pointed and poyfoned (as the Sythian 
Plato in hepate darts are faid to be ) w ith the gall of afpes and vipers. Philofo- 
uu t-ar/Go/awT/. phers place lull in the liver. Mathematicians fubjeft the liver to 
*° v p °od 1 ^ er>lu > ihe Poets compiaine of Cupids wounding them in that 
lib & pj. part. 

aj.lib. 1 - * C or f a P lt > & pH!*™ loquitur,fel commovet ira\ 

'Ovid. Ttift. S plen rider efacit } cogit amare jecar, 


Or 
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Or fas fomefenfe it) till the adulterer be by the whores huf- 
band or friends, or by the hand of juflice deprived of life, perhaps 
in the very ad, as Zimri and Cozbi were by Phineas in’the very 
flagrancy of their lull, * 

Verf. 24. Harken »oVe therefore. ] Call up the ears of thy minde 
to the ears of thy body, that one lound may pierce both. Solomon 
knew well how hard it was to get ground of a raging juft : even 
as hard as to get ground of the fea. Hence he fo fets on his ex¬ 
hortation. 

Verf. 25. Let not thine hearQ Think not ofher, lull not after 
her. Thoughts and aft'edions ar tflbimutuocauja, VVhileft I 

muled, the fire burned : fo that thoughts kindle afledions and pfaI * 3 * 
thefe caufe thoughtsto boyle. (See Job 31.1.) fee therefore that 
evill thoughts, though they mfh into the heart, yet they reft not 
in it. . 

Verf. 26 Lor fie hath cafi down many} That have let in death \ 
at thofe windowes of wickedneffe, thofe loop-holes of luft that V 

have dyed of the wound in the eye. Aliorum perditio tftaflt cau- 
tio. Seefl thou another man fhip-wrackt ? look well to thy ~ ’ 

tacklings, y . x - 

Tea, many prong men have been flainehy her} The valour of 
Man hath oft been flayed by the wy les of a woman. Witnefl'e 
many of your greateft Martialifls who conquered country**, and 
were vanquifhed of vices, being captivarumfuarum captivil The , - 

Perfian Kings commanded the whole world, and werecomraan- * 
ded by their Concubines. So was Alexander , Sampfon. , Hercules, - 
(whom fome make to be the fame with Sampfon, 

Lcnam non potttit , potuit fuperare leetnam : . 

£>uemfera non potuit sincere, vicit hera. 

Verf. 27. Her houfe ts the Way to hell J The fhortefl cut to ut¬ 
ter deltruction. This, if well beleeved , would make the young 
man flop or ftep back, as if he had trod upon a ferpent. 

Scd vivunt homines tanquam rtf ors nulla [equal ur : 

Aut velut inferntti fabula v ana floret* 

Going doivn to the Chambers of death j Both temporall and eter- 
mll. Loe thefe Hoafls that welcome men into our Inne with fmi- 
ling countenance, will cut their throats in their beds. The Sirens 
are faid to live in green meddovves: and to have by them ever an Natal.Corccs. 
heap of dead mens bones. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Verf. I. Doth not tvifedome cry] 

A Nd (hall a harlot 6e fooner heard then (he f S tall men pre¬ 
fers drofle before gold, acornes before wheat, a fwinfty 
before a Sanduary? dirty delights and fenfuall pieifures, before 
peace that pafTethall undemanding, joy unfpeakatle and full of 
Xenophon, glory ? Heathen (lories tell how Hercules (when he was young) 
Xenophon by yertue on the one hand , andPkafureon the 

other: but Pleafure loft her fweet words upon him-, hee 
harkened to Vertue rather: Shall not we to Wifdome. 

Tut forth her voyce InherMinifters, who ar: 07^ by of¬ 
fice and muft be earned, Jfa. 58.1. See an inftance in holy Braar 
ford • I befeechyou, faith He, I pray you, I defire you, I crave 
atvour hands withall my very heart; 1 askeofyou with hand, 
pen, tongue and minde; in Chrift, through Chrift, lor Chrift, for 
A&. & Mo n . his name, blood, mercy, power and truthes fake, rr y moftintire- 
i 49°» ly beloved, that you admit no doubting of Gods inall mercyes 

toward you, drc. Here was a lufty Cryerindeed. And fuch ano¬ 
ther was Mafter Perkins; of whom it is (aid, that in expounding 
the commandemencs (when he was Catcchift of C.trifts College) 
Mafttr Fuller' applyed them fo home to his hearers, that he made their 
Holypate P 9 °- very hearts fall downe , and their haires (land upright. 

\ C rf, 2. She fiandeth in the top of high-places] That is, faith 

an Interpreter, in the lofty oracles ot the Patriarches and Pro- 

Rod.Bain. ^VhC 5. At the Mr, of the Cip] Hebr. at thttmtuh • for as 
words go out ot the mouth , fo do men .out oftle City • onely 
men go and come at their pleafure, Scdvolat emijttmfentel,rre- 
voca bile venbtim, A word once uttered cr.nnot bee re- 

At the coming in at thedoorcs] Every where Chrift offereth 
himfelf: hence arifech this phrafe, Myfalvation u gone forth; bur. 
to little purpofe, through mens fmgular perverlneflc. Indeed 
if the Lord would fet up a Pulpit at the ale-houfe-door, they- 
would heare oftener. But (ith he doth not, they will run to hell 
as faft as they can; and if God cannot catch theni, they care not, 
they will not return. __ 
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Verf. 4. Unto you, O men, I call] 0 vinpretfiantes, (fo fome 
render it) O ye eminent men, whether for greatnefle of birth, 
wealth, or learning. The Pharifces and Philofophers for their 
learning are called the princes of tloie World. I Cor. 2. 8. Sedfa- 
pientesfapienter in infer numdefendant, faith one , dr potentespo~ 
tenter torquebuntur, faith another. But the world by wifdome 
knowesnotGod, 1 Cor. r„ 2.1. and not many wife men, nor ma¬ 
ny mighty, not many noble are called, verf 2 6. And yet they 
fhall not want for calling, ifthat would do it; for unto you, O 
miighty nun I call. Sedfnrdo plermcjucfabttlam, but all to little 
purpofe, for moft part. They that lay their heads upon down- 
pillowes cannot fo eafily hear noyfes. Courts and great places 
prove ill aire for Zeale- * Divitibw ideo pietas deejf, quia nihil 
deep. Rich men’s wealth proves an hinderance to their happi- 
nefle. 

Andmy voice u to the fome s of man} i.e. To the meaner fort 
of people. See Pfal. 49 2. Thefe ufualiy like little fifties, bite 
more then the bigger. The poor are Gofpellifed, faith our Saviour.. 

Smyrna was the pooreft, but beft of the feven Churches. Cer* I* 1 ' 

taine it is, that many of the meaner fort hold that they are not 

bound to look after Scripcure-matters, but that it is for rich men 

and fchollers only to do fo. We have nothing, fay they, to live 

by, but thefe hands. How can day-labourers and poor craftfmen ^sJ'vtairo^itt 

intend fuch things ? The bafer fort of people in Sftethland do “ v 

alwayes break the labbath, faying that it is only for Gentlemen 

to keepthar day. See Jer. 5. 4. Joh.y. 45. But Paul ( a poor Chryfoft. hom. 

tent-maker) could fay, Our converfation it inheaven , and Gods n. ad Pop. 

people are afflittedand poor, yet they truft in the name of the Lord, Antioch. 

Zeph. v 12. Who ever richer then Adam in Paradife f poorer 

then fob on the dunghill? yet in Paradife Satan foiled Adam, on 

the dunghill Job foiled Satan. T hink not that poverty can excufe 

from duty: poor men alfo mult liften to wildome’s voyce, ot 

it will be worfe with them •• there is yet but a beginning of thtir 

forrowes. 

Verf. y. 0 ye Jimp/e] If ye be not fet in fin, refolved of your, 
way, as good as ye mean to be : if yet there be any place left for 
perfwafion. See the Note on chap. i. 4, 

And yee fools ] Ye that have already made your condufion ; 
and are wifer in your own conceit, then feven men that can ren¬ 
der a reafon. 


Verf. 6,. 
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Verf. 6 . I mill fpeak of excellent things 3 nyipo /ait Ruling- 
cafes, Mafier-fentences, Axiomes of ftate, principle!; for Princes. 
I h ive written for them the great things of my law. Hof. 2. 12. 
Solomon calls the Scriptures, Lords of colleUions } as i‘o:ne fenfe that 
text. Reef 12.11. 

Shall he right things ] Right for each mans partic liar purpofes 
. and occalions. The Scriptures arefo penned , the c every man 
Aihanaf. may think they ( fpeak defe, inrefud, of him an d his affaires. 

In ail the Commandements of God there is fo much redficude.and 
oood reafon (could we but lee it) that if God did r ot command 
them, yet it were our beft way to pra&ifethem. 

Verf. 7. For my mouth fsall fpeakjruth~\ Hebr. Shall meditate 
truth, i.e, I will neither fpeak falfely nor ralhly, but upon due 
deliberation , and undoubted certainty, See my True treafure 


pag. 122. I 

Verf.8. All the \\>ordsf\ The Rabbines have a faying, that | 
there is a mountain of fenle hanging upon ever} tittle of the 
Scriptures. 

There is nothing froward or perverfe in thcm~\ Some places of 
Scripture may feem to erode other places; but they do only feem 1 

fo. Men may think they are like the accnfcrsof Chi ift, never a j 

one fpeaking like the other *- But thofe that underlb nd them fhall L 
find them like Nathan and 'Bathfieba, both fpeaking the fame 
things. The old Rabbines could not reconcile Ecaefiaftes (fome 1 

paffages in it) to the reft of the holy Scriptures, and had there- | 

Kabuemki. fore lome thoughts to conceale it from the people. But this was | 
their weaknefle, and would have been their wickedrefle. | 

Verf. 9. They are all plains to him that underfiandeth 3 Plain ?■ 
in things neceflary to falvation: for as all dutyes, fo all truches * 

do not concerns all men. God doth not expe& c r require that ; 

every min fhould be a Dodtour in the chaire: But thofe points ; 
that direift to duty here and falvation hercafcer, a c cleave, ex- I 

prefle, and obvious to them chat defire to underlhr d them ; for ' 

Dcrn - fome there arc quint libemts pccccnt lib enter ignoi ant. It was a 

iuiaitanfwerwhichMr.ZXwvwra witty and learnei Miniftcr of 
the Reformed Church of Fans , gave to a Lady of fufpefted cha- 
ftity, and now revolted. When Hie pretended th; hardnefi'e of 
.TK3-- the Scripture : Why? faid he. Madam, what canoe more plain 
then Thou fhalt not commit adultery. Had Ihe not been failing in 
the practice of what (lie could not buc know, flic had found no 

caufe 



caufe to compUine of the difficulty of that, which (he could not 
know. 

Verf.ro. Receive mine inflmUion.andnot money 3 That is,Ra- 
ther chan money,. a ?,7 will have mercy, and not facrifce r t^iat is, ra¬ 
ther then facrifice. Knowledge of foe Scriptures _'is^ ( gr^ep; 
richess Col.I . 1 61 . Let the typrdof Cbrift dwell richly in you, 1 for. 

1. j. The Corinthians were enriched in all knowledge. Plato 
gave three hundred .flourens.for a Eo,ok that he liked. Dionyftus Called So• 
faid that Ariftippus ,\yas alwfoes craving,tppnqy .of,,him \ Via- P hro ”' 

to defiredmothing blit. Books.; WRac fpef}dingof money.^nd 
Uvijhing out of the bqg'is there for humane learning ? And vet 
Artjiotle. himlelfcould'lay,.that a.little knowledge, though but 
conjeducal about heavenly things, isto be preferred above much 
knowledge, though cercaine,about inferiour fofogs. ■ ■ 

Verf. n. F or mfdome is.bet e'er:then rubies 3. See. foe,N 0 te on 
cbap.3.15. :■ / ■ ■ . : 

Verf.12. Fmfdome dSXell with prudence 3 I drgw all into prac¬ 
tice ; and teach men to prove by their own experience, what chat 
good, and holy, and acceptable will of God. is, Of the nipft 
that would be held knowing men, it may we.U-.fee faid/ as. Tuliy 
faics the Proverb went of the Athenians,; foat .rhey i^fed their 
wifedome as men do artificial teeth, for flicw only .-. And that 
they did fcire eyas rettn fnntfed facere nolle, know what was right, 
but_had.no mind to do accordingly. .Socrates faid, there was no 
difference between 5-ofl=»&.«’A>?pofv'»'«, ,wifd,ome3 ! ^ridpru4qnce, or Xcil0 ^ 
moderation;: $ith he that knows good things to do them, and tis & f^ is 
evill things to avoid them, is to beheld a.wife man , and none Socrat. 
tlfe. 


And fade not knowledge of witty inventions 3 Tending to piety ; 

Not thofe tatlcjame toyes fophifmata qut nec ignorant i nacent , nee Seneca. 
fcientemjuvant ,that are hard to come by .but of np^’fe.prvypr.tb, 
proofe or profit: Thefe.ace but,laborious Jo(le of time, as Aylfio- To t» x°>°™ 
tie hath it; like an Olive or Date-ftonc hard to e rack the one,or 
cleave the ocher, buc nothingor nothing worth ought, when Anft - 
crackt or cloven, within cither. Wifdome Rods her Sch.ollers 
fomcvvhat elfeto do,, then tefbe fo bufily idle* Witty ificalioy^ 
them 10 be, but,not wittily wioked, not wife to do^vilf, jnyen- 
tersof cvill or idle things. Walk circtwfpettly, faith (he, not as 
jooles , but as wife, redeeming the time, underftandiflg. what the £ p r lc (~,. ^ 
will of the Lord is, and putting it in fpeedy execution. Keep 16,17. 

L there- 
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therefore and do it, for this is your wifdome,&c. Dmt.^.6. (See 

the Note there) this will fpeak you far more wit :y then thofe 

Wits of the World, who feek out many inventions, Scclef. 7.28. 
but dllto no pnrpofeand become vaine in theitimaginations, 
their fooKfii'hekrt being darkened,'flow.r. i\.- - ! 

Verf 12. fliefaircoftbLorZ] Whichis an higbootnt of hea¬ 
venly wifdome,f Chap.1.7.) to the praife whereof this therefore 
appertainetb. There are that make this verfe an explanation of 
the former, thus: l find out the knowledge of witty inventing; 
fuch asare the feare of the Lord, the hatred of evill , yea; of in¬ 
ward evils, as Pride, ArroganCy, &c ' OM fafium ijbuu Ecclefi£. 

I hate the pride of that Rotrfifh Church, faid ‘Z?* / ;/longfince. 

I hate vaine thoughts:"!?^ thy LaW do I love Pfal. 1 iju 1 J. I hate 
and Mor hint, 163. Yea, Ihate every falfe tray, box h in my fe/fe 
arid ethers, verf .roil . 1 Thou hateft the works of the Nicola.it ans, 
which I alio hate. Rev.7. Gods people partake of deaivinc Na¬ 
ture • and fo have God • like both fy nip at hies and antip tthies ; they 
not only leave fin, but loath it, and are at deadly feud wichir. 

They purge themTclves(bythiscleane feare of God, Pfal. 19 S-) 
from all pollution^, not of-flefi -only, worldly lufts, and grofle 
evils, but offfiM lfo that lye more up in the heart of the Coun¬ 
try as Pride, Arrogancy, (£r.fd 'Perfeftingholineffe in the feare 
of bod 2 Cor.j. r. There may be fome kind of pridt in fincerity, 

*nd of humility in hypocrifie. B^.t hypocrifies humility isfollovv- 
ed with prideand-fincerities'with humility .- This later humi¬ 
lity isYhebetter. And here only it is feemly for veitue tocome 

behind vice. Hypocrifie is proud, becaufe it is humb.e j Sincerity, 
is humble, becauie ic is proud. . . . 

Andtheevillway Ihat is, Cuftome of committing tin. Viam 
pro frequent at tone accipitm Hebrxi. Andthis the godly man doth; 

„ . not that he may appeare to do fo, fedyttia aliter facire von pewit. 

Vc leius. / as o ne falfly and flatteringly fald of but, becaufe having 

his heart feafoned wich this holy feare,-he can c.o no other- 

: W1 Verf 14. Com fell U mine, &cf} thrift is wife in heart, and 
mighty in fti ength . ftb 9.4. his Churches both Coi.nfellour, Ifa. 

0.6. and Champion, Jfa.3 7.23,24. And though fir: he but a vir¬ 
gin daughter of Zion, yet fhe defpifeth heradverfary,and laughs 
himtofcorne.^22. becaufcfhe hath one that is in love with 
her, and will fight her quarrel, who is 

.Afu 

f ctixy-mt. Homcru« 1C 

i Hoflibn hand tergo,fed font pettorevotus. DeAchUle 

( Verf 15 By me Kings reign'] How then can the Schoolemen Catullus. 

defend Th’omds Aquinas in that Paradox, Dominium & pralatio Tho. z.x q.io. 

«* !•>■'<>homarn,Vommon and Government U of 

Man? Thiscrofleththe Apoftle. Rom. 13.1,2. and the w;fe[tof « 4CM ;; S( Hc f. 
the Heathens. ,. , ...... , . Ti(i»/t zk 

Verf 1 6 And Nobles ] So called in the original!, from their eg.Horn. 

liberality and bounty. Hence £»taa.a;. this word isetpreffed 
bv «■ ■Romtifull, or ■Bcmfaamrs, fuch as are ingenuous, 

free, miiniiiccnc, indued with that free Princely fpint. f/ii Im. 

J,agescf.be 2 Though haply they be rec¬ 

koned in the rankc of bad men, but good Princes : Such as 
was Q.ilba. and our Richard the third, and Trajan much magm- 
fled for a oood Emperour, and yet a drunkard, a buggerer, and P!in . fecund, 
acruell Perfccutor. Dion. Catr. 

Verf 1-. / love them that love mej The Philofopher could fay, 
ttatif morallvertue could be feen with mortal! eyes, fhe would 

(Ur up wonderfull loves of her feif in the hearts of the beholders. 

How much more then would the tvifdome of Cjod in a My fiery? 
j r or , 7 that ellenciall wifdome of God efpecially, the Lord 

Terns whois tom dcfidcrabilis , altogether lovely, C^.5.16. the 
defire of all Nations, Bag. 2.7. whom vvhofocvcrloveth not,de- 
ferves to be double accurled. 1 Cor. 15.2?. My love Was crucified , <> \ pvt 
faid Irv ine, who loved not his life unto the death, Rev 12.11. « r z-Jparu. 
Neither was there any love loft, or can be: For I love them that 
love me And if any man love me, my Father will love him, and 

I will love him, and will manifeft my fclf unto him, and we will 
come unto him and make our abode with him. ^0/7.14.21.23. 

1 M cn do not alwaics reciprocate,nor return love for love. For my 

1 love Tfa. 109.4,5 they are mine adverfaries:yea,they have rewar- 

fj[ dedme hatred for my love.ar^loft his love upon Abfolom.Paui 

upon the Corinthians. Old Andromcus the Greek Emperour up- 
on his Ptacclelle Nephew of the fame name. Buc here is no inch 
/ danoer It ftiall not be calie for any man to out-love Wifdome. 

For whereas fome one might reply, you are fo taken up with 

States,and have fuch great Suitors,Kings, Princes, Nobles,Judges, 
as that it is not for meant men to look for any love 

tmm vou.’ Not fo, laith Wifdome : for / love them that love mc i Sol. 

L 2 be 
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A Q/ntimentdry or E xpofition C hap.8 ; 


Eph.6.tj. 


Eiigl.Elifib. 


be they never fo much below me. Grace be with all thus that love 
the Lord jcfas in Sincerity T antiimvelu , & Dew tib'i pr£ occur- 
rct, faith Nai.iahz.en. eftfmbulas, ft amas : Non enim pafftbus ad 
Deum , fed ajfeclibus curritur, faith nsLuguftinJChou walked it thou 
loved : thou aided if thou affeeded. 

They thatfeek^me early As Students fic ciofe to it in the 
morning. Aurora mufts arnica. 

Verf.i8. Riches and honour arc with me’] I come not unaccom¬ 
panied; but bring with me that which is Well worth having. The 
Mufes (though Jupiter’s daughters, and vvell-deferving ) yet are 
faid to have had no fuitors, becaufe they had no port ions. Our 
Hwry theeighth,whcnhedycd, gave his two daughters Mary 
and Elizabethbutten thonfand pounds apeece. But this Lady is 
largely endowed, andyetffuchismensdulneffe) fhe is put to 
follicire Suitors; by fetting forth her great wealth. See the Note 


. , on Mat.6 ^^. 

Verf.i r. My fruit is better then golPfl his wifdome is as thofe 
two golden pipes, Zach. 4. through which the two olive-bran¬ 
ches doe empty out of thcmfelvcsthe golden oyles oi all preci¬ 
ous graces, into the Candledick, the Church: Herne grace is 
here called/mor, and Cant 4.16. p leaf ant fruits, and fruits of 
theSpirit. Gal.6.22. 

Verf- 20. I lead in the way of righteoufrefe ] Which is to fay, 

I gat not my wealth per fat atqtte nefas, by right and wrong, by 
wrench and wile. My riches are noc the riches ofunrighteoufnjfe , 
the mammon of iniquity, Luk>i6>9» but arc honeftl)’ come by, 
and are therefore like to be durable, 1 8 . or (as other; render it) 
ancient. St Hierome fomewherc faith,that mod rich me.iare either 
them felves bad men, or heires of thofe that have been had. There 
is a profane proverb amongd Lis, Happy it that child, vtbofe Father 
%oe s to the devill. It is reported of Neve fan the Lawyer, thac he 
Ihould fay. He that will not venture his body fball never be va¬ 
liant •, he that will not venture his joule,never rich. But wifdcmes 

walk lyes not any fuch way. Cod forbid, faith die, that I or any of 
Geui4 i’. minefhoud take of Satan, from a thread even to a fl: oe-iatchec, 
led he Ihould fay, I have made you rich. 

Verf. 2 1. To inherit Cub ft ance~^ Hebr. That that it, that that 
hath fometack or fubdance in it, lome Hrmicy or folid confiden- 
cy. Wilt it hou fet thine eyes upon that which is not} Outward 
things arehot, but only in opinion, in imagination; lr iemblance, 

not 
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not in fubdance. The pompe of this.world is but a fancy, ABs 

25 33. the glory of ir a conceit, Mat.q. the whole fafhion of it 

a meere notion. 1 £V.7.3i.Riches get them great Eagles wings, Prov.ij,*. 

they fly away without once taking leave of the owner; leaving 

nothing but the princof their talonsin hishearr, to torment 

him. When we grafpe them mod greedily, we embrace nothing 

but fmoke, which wrings teares from our eyes, and vanifheth 

into nothing. Only true grace is durable fubdance the things 

above outlall the daies of heaven, and run parallel with the life 

of God, and line of eternity. 

Verf. 22, The Lord pojfejfed me ~J Not created me,as the Ar- ^Sy¬ 
rians out of the Sepcuagint prdTedit, to prove Quid a Crea- 
tnre. 

'Before his works of old~\ Hebr. Ante opera fua, ante tunc, id eft , 
priufejuam quit dicere poteft , tunc, before there was any either nm 
otthen, before all time, therefore from all eternity : For what- 
foever was before the world and time (that was created with the 
world ) mud needs be eternal!. 

Verf 23. 1 was Jet up ] Coronatafum, I was crowned, fo fome 
render it. Inunci a fui , I wasannointed ( fo others ) for King, 

Pried, and Prophet of my Church. And to this high honour I 
grew not up by degrees, but had it prelently from before all be¬ 
ginnings. 

Verf. 24. when there were -no depths ] In mentioning ^Gods 
works of Creation, fome obferve here that wifdome proceeds 
from the lower elements to the fuperiour and heavenly bodies, 

She begins with the earth, ver. 23, goes on hereto thy waters, 
and fo tothe aire called Streets (rendred fields; verf.26. that is, 
the vad element of theairc; which compared with chefarlefie 
elements of earth and water, mud needs feeme exceeding large, 
fpacious, and open, as dreets, or fields. Ladly, by the higheft 
part of the dud of the world, the Hebrew Dortours underdand 
the element of fire, Judiciumfet penes LeBorcm. Let the Rea¬ 
der judge. 

Verf. 2 5?. Was 1 brought for th~\ Or, begotten: Thus Wifdome - 

deferibesher eternity in humane words and expredions, for our 
better apprehenfion. Which while zMrrius either knew not, or 
weighed not; he herehence took occafion to oppofe the Deity of 
our Saviour, and to propagate that damnable errour in theEa- 
iterne Churches, to the ruine of m any foules. This Aach-Here- 
L 3 tick 







-g ~TCommentarie gr E^ofition Chap. 8. 

-^iTSw^ntting on chTftoolc to eafc nature ac Crnffimtimfli 

■ voided there hisentrailcs. And now Mahomeufme .s there a S the 

fM. ur <l,' w: see the Note on 

Weth ’27- irhcnhc prtpareithekeavm^ Or caufed them to be 
prepared, 7 took order to have it done, «. by me,who was w.th 

.icempaf] Or, drew * circle rotudabo.’.l the mk h, 

or the "hereunto St M 

al VcTr^ ^vhenb^fiablified the chads above^ Thai they mighc 
be kept there, as ic were,intunncsand bottles till he would have 
them to pourc down their dew, or raine. T ,~ r ir fhould 

Verf. 39. When he appointed the foundations J Tiatitlhcuia 
remaine unmoveable, though it hang in the a.tc, c.s « were by 
Geometry. 

Terra pit* ftm\Us mtllofttlcmune mXJ, 

JviJ. Acre (ufbe,1(0 tarn grave pendet omu. 

Verf.’o. 7faw/nwi, himi Accurfed then for ever be that 

cr ,, .CftdKm. But Hereticks pervert the Sc,purer, 
SirhSt Sk °<7>«. 5 . A metaphor from "ho e who pur a 
fiKhSc tWt * rack and make him lpcak that which he never 
ZuT Trh^cats^ the Heretic!, el/e, *«««, 
becaufe ofhis at.odingand gnawing the Scripture,to make rt ler- 

Cr, as.i amrifier. Thlt,i|1 ” 

maintainet ^C u ^' d ^L°$elniurdnt render it, TwaT viltMum 
*u™*P<«* Creation. Hcb.\>V ine bepaug ’ ,... 

the very 

Jewsareforced Co cor,fclTr)doch notably{?od ttrdeth “tteap. 
rifum rap«n‘ J abk focetnelle and joy that the bkfled God hndeth tn p 

arconciluns. * V. 

Meutr> __ 
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prehenfionof his own wifdome, which (fay they ) is one and the 

uH.r~$ That is, Inthehn- 
mane nature, wherein the fulneffe of the Godhead dwelt bodily, 
bymeanes of the hypoftaticall union. Or in the Saints, whofe 
hearts the Lord Chrift inhabited by faith. Or m the work ot 
Creation, which Chrift did without either tooles or toole. 

V erf. n z. Non> therefore hearken unto me J <>siudite fenem 
ve „es. laid Auffufftu to his fedltious Souldiers, and had audience.- 

And (hall not wifdome, that is fo ancient as before the Creation, 

fo eminent, as to make and confervea world, fo gracious with the 
Father, r* ? Shall not (he be hearkened to > 

Forked arc they 2 And bleffedneffe is the mark that every 

Verf 22. HearehifirnFlion and be rs>ife~\ This way wifdome 
enters into the fouie. Heare therefore : For elfe there is no hopes; 
Hr-are howfoever. Auftin coming to Ambrofe to have lus eares 

tickled, had his heart couched. 

Verf. 2 4. PFaitin? at the pofles of my doores J At the bcnoo.es 
and Synagogues, fay the Hebrews, where men {hould come in 
with the firlt, and go forthwith the laft, asdoore-keepers do: 
which was the office that David defired, Tful. 84. 

Veri.35 .Jrorivhofo findeth me,findeth Hff] Left any man (hould 
hold it too hard a task to wait at wifdomes gates ( as Princes 
guards, or as the Levites did in the Temple) (betels them what 
they (hall have for fo doing . ... ~ , ;r , 

Andfballobtaine favour ] Which is better then life- Godsfa- 
vour is no empty favour; it is not like the wincers-fun, that caits 
a ocodly countenance when it (htnes, but gives little heat or com- 
forr. As aire lights not without the Sun, nor wood heats with¬ 
out hie, fo neither can any thing yccld comfort without Gods 

Verf. 36 . JVi-onoeth hit own (ottle ~\Rapit animam fttamMe plun¬ 
ders his own Coiile of its happinede yea, he cruelly cuts the 
throat thereof, being ambitious of his own deft ruction. 


CHAP. 



A Commentary or Expofition Chap.9. 


CHAP. IX. 

Verfe i. Wifdome ] 

H Ebr Wifdontes in the plurall: and this,, either honorti caufd : 

for honours fake, or elfe by an E&pjis, as if the whole of it 
were Wifdome of Wifdome s, as the Song of Songs for a molt excc l- 
lentSong. Cant.i. i. ^ttnius renders it Summafapientia. See the 
"Note of Chip. 1.20. 

Hath bunded her houfe 3 That is, the Church. 1 Tim.3.1 5.See 
the Note there. , ... . 

She hath heivn oat her [even pillars 3 Pillars, and polifhed Pil¬ 
lars. Any thing is good enough to make up a mud- ,vail; but the 
Churches Pillars are of Marble: and thofe,not rough, but hewn, 
her fafety is accompanied with beauty. 

Vevf. 2. She hath killed her beafisf] Chrift proddeth for his 
the heft of the fat things full of marrow.wines on the Iecs.crc* 

lfa.i6. his own flefh which is meat indeed, his own bloud which 
is drink indeed, Ioh 6. 55. befidesthatcontinuall f:aft of a good 
confciencc* whereat the holy Angels (.iaith are as cooks 

and butlers, and the blellcd Trinity joyful guefts. 

She hath mingled her n'ine~] 'That it may not infVime or diftem- 
per. Chrift fpake as the people ivereable toheare , lifping to them 
in their own low langu ige: So muft all his Minifte .s; accommo¬ 
dating themfelves to the meaneft capacities. Mc.-cers note here 
is, (ftim fobrietatetrattand* Scripture. The Scriptures are to bc 
handled with fobriety. 

Shee hath alfo furnified her table 3 So that it even fweats with 
variety of precious viands, wherewith her guefts are dayly and 
daintily fed. Mr Latimer faies, That the ajfarar.ee of Salvador, 
is thefWeet-meats of this fiately feaft. But what a dolt Was Car- 
dinall‘So^jWho fpeakingin commendation of the Library ot 
Tionony (which being in an upper-roome hath und:r it a viduai- 
Anp.el- R^ccha ling-houfc, and under that a wine-cellar) had nought he had 
ia Vatican. : bkit| in applying thereunto this Text, tl'if dome hath built her 
and hottfe, hath mingled her vise, and fimiifbed her table? 

Verf. 3. S he hath font forth her maidens 3 So Miniilers are cal¬ 
led fin profecution of the allegory, for it is ft: that this great 
v Lady 
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Lady fhould have fuicable attendants) to teach them innocency* 
purity, and fedulity, as maidens ; keeping the'word in fincerity, 
and not adulterating and corrupting it as Vinthers oft do their 
wines,or Huckfters their Wares. Hence [fay alfo putteth the Pro¬ 
phets and Evangelilis in the feminine gender, Mebafiereth 


j/rf.53.7. _ . . 

She crjeth upon &c 7 \ She, together 'with & it m aids, crieth ; 
fire puts not off allthe bufmefl'etd^hemr, ;but hath a hand in it her 
Leif. We are workers together with Gdd, faith ‘Paul. 

Verf. 4 Who f 0 is fimple~\ And Wit'nsW perfivad^able ■, that have 
not yet contracted that callum obdftttvm, corneas ftbras ,1 brawny 
breafts, horny heart-ftrings. ; , -T- ■ 

She faith to him f It is Chrift then thdt-fpeakethih'his Mini* 
fters. He that heareth you, hearth me. Ye received it not as the 
word of man, but as it is indeed, the Word of the ever-living 
God. 

Verf 5. Come, eate of my bread ] Stand notoff in a finful mo- 
defty : fay not, I am not worthy, &c. but come, for the mafter 
cals yon, as they faid to the blind man, who therefore came. 

And thofe recufant guefts, by not coming when invited, 
might not tafte of Chrifts Supper ; for they were unworthy. 

Afat. 22- 

Anddrinkj>fthe wine Which I have ming/edj Loe here a full 
feaft, notadryfeaft. Lyrantts notech on this Chapter, that the 
Eucharift was anciently delivered in both kinds: But bccaufe of 
the danger of fpillingthe bloud, the Church ordained that Lay¬ 
men fhould have the bread only. The Counccll of Confiance 
comes in with a Non-obfiante againft Chrifts inftitution, with- aranz * r 
holding t he Cup from the Sacrament. 

Verf. 6. Forfake the fooltffj ] No coming to this feaft in the 
tottered rags of the old Adam\ You muft rdinquifh your former 
evill courfes and companies. 1 here are that read the words thus: 

Forfake, Ofoolifl) ones , wsiyour own waits , and live. 

csfadgo in the Way of undcrsidndingf] Renounce yoiir ,vices, | 

and pradice the contrary graces. True repentance ftands in an 
entire change of the whole man, from all that is evill to all chat, 
is good. 

Verf. 7. He that reproveth .1 Scorncr J This, with the three 
next verles,may leeme to come in by way of Parenchefts: And 
they do not obfcurely intimate, what manner of hearers Mmifters 
M mollly 
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as opr Saviour d\ii,Luk}6. i <\&mhe 
&*utuV'ti&p '&&dx&M 4 iiJfc 7 Mre.j%p £ tPWj derided wblety tkfir noJfs;.,it him, as 

fbap.&AQ. Preempt upon Precept, lineuponline, &c. One ob- 
ferveth that.that vy^sa fcoffe put.uppn the Prophet: And is as if 
they (hould fay, Here is nothing but line upon line, preeept-upoij 
precepf- The very (onpdpf the vyords in the Qfiginal ( Zau le 
Zatf ,, kats, lakau) carries, a .taunt, as fcprneful people by the 
tone of their voice,, and, riming words, ^ orn ? at fuca as they. 

defpife. 

Verf. 8- Reprove not a [corner [J Seeraycornmon.pl ice of Ad¬ 
monition. Look how dogs prefer loathfome carrion before the 
fweet^f pdpurs, apd ; vvpuld% inthe/atesoffuch as would drive 
them from it : Sois u here. . 

tsind he will love thee T When he hath well con.idercd he- 
will • though forprefenthemay feeme to do otherwife; As Afa 
fwaggered with the Prophet andput .him in prifon. We- read in¬ 
the E«lenaftic?ll.ldi,fto.ry, that ^dgapqtus, Bilhop of Rome being 
fent by jTheodatus King of Goths to Conti ant inop le on an Embaf- 
fage to fuftinian, and having obtained^ peace,, he wa? earneftly 
entreated'by the Emperour, to.fubfcribeand confirme the.Here- 
fie of Eutychcs, This when he utterly refufed.to do,. iheEmpe- 
1 rour threatned him in cafe he did not. ^;erw.ther;to boldly 

replyed, I had a deftreto wait upon J uftinian, whom l took l to be a 
moil pious Prince , but now /perceive him to be a mo(l violent per- 
fecutor , afecond Diodefian. W ich this free reproofe, and Gods 
blefling withall, frftiman was fo wrought upon, that he prefent- 
ly e mbraced the true ■ faith.- and banifhing Bilhop Anthemius a 
. great propagator of the Eutyckian Hcrefie, he fet up Menna an 
| i-uncciur.. orthodox Divine in his roomq, whom Agapetus coniecrated, if 

Flatina may bebeleeved. ‘David loved Nathan the better while 
I he lived for dealing fd plainly with him: And named him a Com- 

AufrComp. miffi6nerfor C he declaring o£ his.Succeflbr, r Kings i. So Ah- 
pitu loved Auflin for reproving him.: . 

Verf. p Ctveadmonition to a wire man J This is an Aimes that 
thepoortlVmay give and be never the poorer, but the becter.For 
by inftrufting another, a man engageth himfelf; leftheheare, 
Phjfuftqnheflfthy fclfe ? Turpe eft doctor,i, cum culpa ndargmt ip- 
rW. See my commpn.place of Admonition 

Verf. i o. 'Thefeare of the Lord ] See the Note on Chap. i .7. 

Here 
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Here i t is given as a reafon why Wife inch art the betterfbr ftiar^e 
and feafonable admonition, becaufe thy feareof the Lord is m 
them, This makes them, wijieh -ithey*-arci^pt'jdvfcd pir'all, Jfatf 
opontheiffacts, '^vbtfti^'Gdd, .andtay, ijoft isin yon'ofatrUth, 

1 C?or. 14.26;; Whaf(hall weT^tfnto rhyLpfd 1 ? What (hall we 
fpeake ? How (hill we juftifie’oUr felves ? ‘godhath fotind out the 

iniquity of thy fervants&ct < 3 en, fait., 

And the knowledge of the hvliff "That is, of theholyGod.Kj- 
ly ishef6 in thie.'plfirall of Pefforts* 
as likewife ftofh. idfttff. here,,holy 

Angels and Saints, whipfe ftiHgdfcmi is in Dmti ‘faid to'be the 
fame with the Kingdome of God. Dan.bizi, ijd and Whole 
knowledge is the right undeiftanding of Gods will revealed in 
his Word. . ... . 1 ' ’* '•/ 

Verf. 11. tor by me thy dales ^\ This verfe Upfo^ yfr.$. 

See the note on verf.y, Thofe.thac embrace vyifdome mail be 
paid for their paines, either in money, or monies-wPrth: Either 
they (hall dye, as Abraham did, with z good gray-head} Qt elfe 
with Ioftah they (hall live long in a little titfle," .aiid then live for 
ever'fh heaven., : Hemh had the thPfteft lire ©f atty 6'f thyten 
* Patrilrthes: But then he was reedmpenefed in the fohgeft; life'of 
his fon Adethufelah ; but efpecially, in that God took hurt to 
glory. Befides, that though he departed the world foon,yet ful- EcclcSj pollrt 
filled he much time, as Mr Hookfr "hath it., ; l.+p. xo8. 

And theyedre of thy life [had be ericreafcd~\ Hdbi.They fhall 
encrenfe the years of thy life. That is, they that furvivethee (hall 
perpetuate thy memory, thy good name fliall never dye. Some 
livd to be their own Executors for their good name: and yet 
they fee them (not honeftly) buried before themfelves dye : Nay, 
many are as thofe^.a/.i^^. hiffed and kicktoff this Stage 
of the World, buried before they are half dead. There fs feared 
a vicious man, w'hofe namels not rotten beforbhis'carcafe. On 
the other fide, a good mans nameis oft-times the heireto his life. 

Or, ifobfeured for atime, as the Martyrs were, yet as the Sun 
breaks through 1 the cloud that masketh it, fp God (hall bring 
forth their rightdouftieffe is the light, add thttir ^ judgement as the 
noon-day. Pia/^y.6. 

Verf. 12. Jftbou be wife, thou Jhaltl The benefit (hallbeihin e 
own, Tlutarch reports of the Palme-tree that it yeelds toth e 
‘Babylonians 360. feverill commodities: And is therefore in grea t 
Ms efteeme 
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efteemeamongft thenu How fliould men eftecme of found wik 
dome* fiththere isa/Mt/jj/o^rtfisTi/f in.it, i Tim,^ 8. nhoufand 
commoditiestgbe teajpedbyic'l,,^. f 
Ttjok alone fhalt beari'i^Tky fcprnVng Jfhall net,,as thou 
thinkeft, hurt- him that tenderethmy. falvatiop.; For as theaire, 
when beaten, is not hurt f noj.norTo much as divided,, bucre- 
turnes to his place, and becomes thicker : Ira animus-retti confei- 
us & ad • optima [ . qre&ns npnpdmitt.itjrridentium fiatutneefentit, 

faith One j fo hpt^fet.fox hfave^ ,'flights ihcvcon- 

tempts of graceJcfre perlbns;..ind .puies'them that j;are when 
they' 'fliould' Feate,' as much'. asTgootf' Lot once did his profane 
Sons in Law. His words,^o fhch are li^e thqfe of the Fropher. 
ISe not ye mockers lefi your bands be fncreafed, 1 [a. 28.2 > , with 10. 

Jee verf. 7. of this Chapter. . 

. Verf. 13. A.foalijh ■woman pclamorous^. This woman is lolly, 
4s that woman fitting in .the Ephah is W'icledncjfe, .Zack. 5. 7 „ 
La^ater is ofopinion, that a? by VVifdome is meant Cirift, foby 
this foolifli woman here is meant t/intichrift-, to whom therefore 
he finely fittethand applieth.allthe following words. 

hclamorous Q Folly is full of words, and of a lavifir tongue.- 
her favours are extreme talkative, and ufually la / on more 
words then the matter will beare • A great deale of l’raall talk 
Ecd 10.14. youfhall ufually have from them. A foole alfo is fu 'i of words,. 
3 faith Solomon, And this fond cuftome of,his is chcre er.prefled by 

way of imitation, in his vain tautologies ; t tA man cannot teil 
ivbat Poall be \ andivhai (ball be af ter him who can tell? Ecclef ic, 
24. The bafelt things are ever the moft plentiful./’ Scmekindof 
mice breed 120. young ones in one neft ; Whereas the Lyon and 
Elephant beare but one at once ; fo the lead wit yeelds the moft 
words. AriJtpplianesfmA Luchvn when they deferibc fooles,they 
call them us,Gapers, or Open-mouthed, Guiltir efle is ever, 

clamourous, and the moft lewd are moft loud, AEl 7.27,28. 

Verf. 14 . Forjhejltteth at. the Joore~j In a harlots habit, to fee. 
and be feen * the guife and garbe of harlots. Tally u ittily com- 
••• f pareth the Greek tongue to an am^jtious ftrumpet, qu& multo 
luxu fuperfiaat? which ov.erlafheth in too much bravery : But the 
Latine tongue to an honeft and modeft Matron, cu i nihil dee fi 
qxodadhonefiam per tinea t mmdiciem , That wants nothing per- 
| taining to a neceflary neatnefle. ^uch a like companion between 
i Wifdome and Folly is here made by Solomon* 
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Verf. if. That go right on their way ]] Shefights at thefaireft, 
feeks to feduce the forwardefl.T^j Jhall deceive if it were poffible, 
the very eleEl. Flies fettle upon the fweeteft perfumes, when 
they are cold, and corrupt them. 

Verf. 1 6. who it fvmple~\ Wifdomes own vvords.'tWjfy.Take 
heed, faith our Saviour, they come unto you in fbceps clothing , Mat. 7 

but truftchcm not: for with faire words and flattering fpecches 

they deceive the hearts of the Ample. Rom. 16. Samuel him- 
felf could not have fpoken more gravely, feverdy, divinely to 
Saul, then the feind at Endor did ; when the devill himfelfputs 
on gravity and religion,, who can marvell at the hypocrifie of 
men? 

Verf. 17. Stollen Waters are frreeQ Forbidden pleafures are 
moft pleafing to Senfualifts, who count no mirth but madnefle,no 
pleafure nnlefle they may h'ave ; the devHl to tc !heir play-fellow. 

Vcnifon is nothing fo fweet, they fay, as when ic is Itolen. 

JPaod licet ingratum efl^uod non licet , acrius writ ; 

Sic interdiftis imminet ager ctcjuis. Q vi j 

Men long to be medling with themurchering morfelsof fin 
which nourifti not, but Fent and conliime the belly thac re- 
eeives them. Many eace that on earth, that they digeft irr 

Verf. 18. That the dead are there'J See the Notes on Chap, 2, duennr quod* 
l8. & 7. 27# apud inferos 


Verfe r. The Proverbs J 

TT}Roperly fo called. (.fee Chap.t. 1.) for the nine former 
J Chapters are a kind of Common places, or continued di- 
fcourfes, premifed as a Preface to thele enfuing wife and grave 
Sentences tending much to the information of the mind, and 
reformation of the manners, and containing things profitable for 
all forts of people. They are not unfitly compared by a Divine 
to a bag full of fweet and fragrant fpices; Which (Ruffled or fha- 
ken together, or taken Angle, yeeld a fweet odour: Or to frars- 
in the Armament, each in it felf glorious and independent 
of another, yet all receive their light from the d’un,. 

A wife Son maketh a. glad Father] Children are certaine cares,, 

M 3, ' butt 





%6 A [Commentary or Expofition Ghap.ro 

a*.- but uncertaine comforts. Every Son fhould be an Aener, that is, 
his fathers light : and every daughter an ^Abigail, h it father'sjoy. 
£S)ihu.. Pluc. g ve promifed her felf much ip her Cain, and David did the like 
in his Abfolom. Sedfallitur angnrio Q>es bona fape fac: they were 
both deceived. Samuel /iicceed sEli in his erode, as well as his 
place, though not in his fin: and had caufe enough to call his 
Sueton c 6 untoward children, (as sAugufats did) tres vomica*, tria carci¬ 
nomata, fo many ulcerous fores, mattery impoftuqies. Vertue is 
not, as Lands, inheritable. Allthat |s traduced with the feed, is 
either evill, or not good. Let Parents labour to mend by educa¬ 
tion, what they have marred by propagation : Anil when they 
have done all, pray Godperfwade laphet : left elfc they be put to 
williQneday,aS/4«gtf/#r did, O that I had never married, or nef 
ver had children. And let children checre up their Parents, a£ 
Iofeph, Samuel, and Solomon did; and as Epaminond u, who was 
„ wont to fay, Se longe maximum faarum faitdnm full urn caper e 

n,Ncpor. q!io d earumfteftatores haberet parentes, that he joyt d in nothing 
more, then that his Parents were yet alive, to take comfort in 
his brave atchievements, For otherwife, Qod will take them in 
hand as he did Abimlfch, to \vhom he rendred^wickedneflc 
done to his father, Isfdgff. And as he did Abilov,, whom h.e 
trufied up in the height of his rebellious practifes, with his own 
immediate hand. Or elfehe will punifhthem in and by their po¬ 
larity, which fhalleither be none (Prov. 20.20. compared with 
2&MW.14.7.) or uorfe then none; ashe, who wh.rn hisaggrei- 
Mr fullers ved Father complained that never man had foundutifullachild 
Holy Succ. as he had; yes, faid his fon (with Jefl'e grace then truth) my 
grandfather had. 

The hcavineffe of his mother ] The Mother i:; mentioned, 
(chough the father haply as heavy) firftr as moft faulted if her 
children mifearry, Prov.i 4 15'. Next as moft High ted by them, 
Prov. 15.20. And laftly, as moft impatient of fud anafiMion. 
Rebecca was weary of her life by rcafon of the daughters of Heth 
brought incoherby Efau, Gen, 37. 45. If they lye lusking ac 
home, mothers have themiferyof it 5 if they do worfe abroad, 
the word is made of it to the mother ac home, by fame that loud 
Iyer. 

Verf. 2. Trcafnres of wickednejje J Our Saviour calls it Mam. 
Luk.16 mon 0 f tt nqtuty, that next odious name to thedevi 1 . Moft mens 
care is how to grafpe and get wealth for their children, —rem 
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rem, quocunqne modo rem. Virtus, pofinummbs, &c. But what Mr Bdton 
faith a grave Author ? 'Better leave thy childa wallet to beg from 
doore to door e,then a curfed hoard of evill-gotten goods. There is for 
moft p&tz,lucrum inared'idamnum in confeientid,gzlne in the pitrfe 
but lofle in the conference. * AugulK- 

But righteoufaeffe deliverethfrom deat’h]Vkty,though poor de- 
liveteth from the fecond death, and from the firft too , as to the 
evill of it. For as Chrift took away the guilt of fin. not fin it felf: 
fo he hath taken away, not death, but the fling ofdeach from all 
beleevers - making ittofuch, ofacurfe, ablcfling; ofa punifii. 
menc a benefit; of a trapdoor to hell, a portall to heaven : a po- 
fterne to let out cemporali life, but a ftreet-door to let in eternall 
life. 

Verf. 3. The Lord will not fa far the foule of the righteous 1 That 
refufethto enrich himfelf by evil arts, and to rife by wicked prin¬ 
ciples For it might be ob/etfed; If I ftraine not my confcience, nr. 

I may ftarve for it .* Fear not that faith the Wife-man : Faith So l 

feares not famine : Necefiaryes thou (halt be fure of.- Pfal . 37. 2y, 

26. Pfal. 34.11. Superfluities thou art notto (land upon. 1 Tim, 

6 .S. TheHebrewesby righteoufaeffe in the formerverfetinder rr^huTfu- 

fandalmtf deedszs<Dan. g. 24, 27. . See cheNoteon Mat 7.1.) 

and fo the fenfehere may be. The righteous, though he givcf? T *“ * 9<r ‘ 

much to the poor, (hall be never the poorer: fith not getting ‘ U> ’ {/C47W ‘ 

nut giving is the way to thrive. See my Common-place of 

Aimes. 

But hecafieth away the fubftance of the Wicked] For either they 
lofe it, or live befide it, and are little the better for k. He that 
get ret b riches and not by right , Jball leave them in the middefiofhis 
dayes, and in his end be a fool: God will make a poor fool of him *»«as quci.« 
quickly. Andthelike maybe faidofthe illiberal 1 and renacious non concediwr 
perfon. See the Note on chap. 3.27. Niggardsdear to lofe their V CJ ? 
wealth by giving , but fear not to lofe theiir wealth and foules 7 ‘ ”* 
and all by keeping it. 

Verf.4. He bee emmet h poorc] Left any fhould fay,. If God do' 
all, we need do the lcfic; Doingyou muftbey faith the wife- 
man; or elfe the begger will catch you by the back- Labour alfo" ^°l- 
you nut ft with your hands, working the chingthst-is-goody 
that yee may have to give to him that needeth. EpheJ. 

4-: 28 . 

’But the hand of the diligent'] Or of the nimble,that do nictitate 

laith 
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faith Kimchi ,are aftive and agile; that will lofe nothing for look* 
ing after, but take care of fmalleft matters that all go right, be¬ 
ing frugal! and parcimonious of time, husbanding the opportu¬ 
nity of thriving and plenty. How did Boaz follow' the bufindfe 
himfelf? How were his eyes in every corner, or the lervants 
and.on the reapers, yea on the gleaners too ? He doth even lodg 
in the midft of his husbandry, Ruth. a. and 3. as knowing we l 
the truth of chat proverbial! lentence, Procul d vi.'ldfud dijjttus, 
Columcl. )a£htr<e vicinrn. He that is far from his bufineffe, is not far from I 
lofle, [ 

Verf. 5. He that gathereth in Summer^ A well- chofen feafon | 
is the greaceft advantage of any action; which ss itisfeldome [ 
found in hafte, fo ir is too often loft in delay. The men of If- 
fachar were in great account with David, bccaufe they had tm ’ 
der(landing of the times to know what lfrael ought to do, and when 
to do ir. 1 Chron. j 2.3 2. So are they in great account with 
God for their wifdome , who obfcrve and ufe the feafon of well¬ 
doing. 

But he that feepeth in harvef~\ i, e. That lets Hip his opportu¬ 
nity : as Tlutarch writes of Hannibal, that when he could have 
taken Rome he would not; when he would, he could not. And 
as it is fturied of Charles King of Sicily and ferufdem, 1 that hee 
was called (faroltu Cunttator Charles the Lingerer, not fin the 
fenfe as Rabins) bccaufe he ftayd till opportunity camft, but be* 
caufehe ftayd till opportunity was loft. 

Verf 6 . Bleffings are upon the head j] Plentifull} and confpicu- 
oufly.- They ftiall abound with bleflings, 7 >rov. >8.20. As the 
fear of the Lord is not only in them, but upon them 2 Chron. 

19 j. fo bleflings of all forts, a confluence of all fpirituall and 
temporall comforts and contentments fuall be , lot only with 
them, but upon them, fo that nothing Hull hinder it. See Gal. 6 , 

16. They areblclled , andthey fhall be blefl'ed. Gen 27. 33. 
Neither fhall any roaring or repining Efau bee able to re- 
verfe it. 

But violence covereth the mouth of the Wicked J '.'hey ftiall bee 
certainly lliamed, condemned, executed •• as Hainan whofeface 
cheycovered, Efih^y.S: andihorcly after ftrangled. And us 
Sr '.Cjervaife Elloivuyes Licutenanc of the Tower.haugd on Tower- 
hill, forpoyloning Sir Tho-nat Over bury his prifoncr.. This Sir 
Ccrvife being on cuegallowes, freely confcfledihathehad oft 
* • 4 in 
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[This playing at cardes and dice whht that hee might bee 
hangd, if it were not fo and fo, and therefore confeflcd it was 
juft upon him. 

Verf. 7. The memory of the juft is hlejfedj Demetrius had a 
good report of the truth, 3 fob. 1 2. In the Hebrew tongue the 
fame word fignifieth a good mane and a blejfwg. This is one of 
thofe bleffings mentioned verf. 6. that {hall be heaped upon ho¬ 
ly men. Holy and reverend is his name,Pfal. 111 .v- 9 - how comes 
Gods name to be reverend, but by being holy? Be good and do 
good ; fo fhall thy name be heire to thy life: yea, when thou art 
laid in thy grave, thy flock remaines, goes forward andihall do, 
till the day of doome. 

But the name of the wicked (ball r.oQ And ftink as putnhed flefli. 

Hypocrites then muft be detefted, though they carry it never fo 
clearly; how elfe (halt they b tdetefied, and ftink above ground? 

Simon 'Magus fo handled the matter, that Philip miftookhim 

fora Beleever,and Baptized him: but Peter foon fmefc him out . - 

and laid him open in his colours. He that perverteth his wayes 

ftiall be known, Prov. 10. 9. The Lord (hall lead them forth 

with the worker? of iniquity, for all their cunning contrivances. 

Pfal. 125. 5. . ' . 

• Verf. 8, The Wife in heart fhall receive commandment J. i.e.Sub? 
mit to Gods holy word without replyes and cavils. This is check 
to the brave gallants of our age, which exercife their ripe heads 
and frefh wits in wreftling with the truth of God , and take it 
fora glory to give it a foyle. The Athenians encountred. with 
Paul, and had argument for argument agaidft him j. that Chrift 
was not the Saviour of the world, that he was not rilen from the 
dead.e^c.This Ihewed they were not wife in heart,though reckond 

cheife among the worlds wifards. 

■ But a orating fool (ballfall t ] Or ,be heater.-, fuch a fool was Dio- P^apet. 
trephes , '3 fob to. Who prated or trifled againft Saint fohn With 
malicious words; and might have been; therefore Cunzm^dNugax 
as Rodulphtts (that fucceeded Anfelme in the See of Canterbury) Godw.Cntal. 
was. 

- Verf. 9 H<? that walketb uprightly , Walketh fttrely 3 Bccaufe 
keeping within Gods precinas, he keeps under his protection.* 
as the King undertakes to fecure him that travels the high wayy 
and betwixt Sun and Sun. He is Tutus fub umbra leonti, iafe un¬ 
der the hollow of Gods hand, under the (hadow of his wing.. PS 
91,-1, N 
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Shall be known^ All 1 (bailout to his attccdffgrace. See verf. 
7. Or he (ball be known, by Tome exemplary judgment of God 
inflicted upon him, for a terroor to others ♦ as one tl at is hangd 
upia gibbets. 

Verf. 10. He that winiyth with the eye} That iskth to (land 
to thole truths that (hall bring him to fuftering. Or he that 
winketh wiles: for all winking is not condemned. See phn 
iJ- 34 - 

Cattfeth forrow 3 fc. To his own heart, finneth againft his own 
foule: orcaufeth lorrow. i. e. finne, for fo borrow istaken for 
Rt^Ecchf.n. 10. 

But a prating fool JbaU fall 3 He that runnes himfelf upon 
needle/fe danger (ball come to mine. See Prov, 28 25. and the 
Note above verf. 8. 

Vert 11. The mouth of a righteous mom is a We Ucflife} Vetta 
vita os juft. A fountaine rims alter it hath run, fo (loth a good 
mans mooch uncertainly atter the words of truth and fobernetfe, 
moreperennis aqua. Sec the reafon hereof, Bfal. 37. jo, 31. The 
law of his God is in his heart, that law of his minde, Rom . 7. 23. 
that counterpane of the written law, tieb . 8.10. tha : good trea- 
fure, Matth. 12.35. that is daily drawn out, ami yet not di- 
mmifhed, Salienti aquarum fonti undos fi tolios, \tec exhauri- 
tur , nec extenuatur, Jed dulcefcit. Take water from a well, 
it lofes nothing,but becomes better and fweeter. 

Bftt violencecovereth} See the Note on vtrfdn. 

Verf. 12. HatredJHrreth up firifes J Efpeciaily wl en> hatred is 
grown from apaflion toanhabit; which is, whemhe heart is 
(ofetledin an alienation and eftrangementfrom the jerfon hated, 
that ilgrowsto wi(b,and defire,and feek his hurt.I could like that 
cxpoficion well if it were not (falvitis faid Maldanat : and that 
reformed Religion,if Luther hid not had a hand in it, faid George 
Duke of Saxony. 

But love cover et ball fins'] See # theNote on 1 Pet, 4. 8. and on 
1 Cor.i 3.4. Love hath a large mantle. If I fluuld finde a 
Bifhopcommitting adultery (faid Confiantine the grt at) I would 
cover that foule fad with mine Imperial Robe, ntherthenit 
flioufcl come abroad to the fcandal! of the weak, ami the fcorne 
of the wicked. Love either diflembletb a trcfpaffe fificbelight> 
or by a wife and gentle leproofefeeks to redaime the offender 1 
claps a plaifter onthe fore, and then covets it with! cr hand, as 


we have fecn Surgeons do. See the Note on Levit. 19. 17. £*- 
therus commodius fentit qum loquitur, dum efervefeit , faid Crd- 
ciger: So MeUntthotJ t Sciebam horridius (cripturum LutherUm 
quam fentit. The fay ings, doings of others are r ever enter gloffan * 
da , to have a reverenta faire, and favourable glofle put 
upon them, as one faid once of the Pontifician lawe$<. This is 
love, 

Verf. 13. In the lips of him, drc. 3 Grace is poured into his 
lips ns Pjal.tf.x and he poures it out as fart, forthegoodof 
others: who do therefore admire him , as they did our Saviour. 


Luke 4.22, 

Butarod is for the back 3 That fith he will not hear the word, 
he may hear the rod , and (mart for his uncounfellabienefle, Mic. 

6. 9. Hee that trembfetb not in hearing, (ball be broken to 
peeces in feelings faith Bradford. 

Verf. 14, JVife men lay up knowledge} To know wbefl to fpeak« 
and when to be filent. Jt is a great skill to be able to time a ward. 

Ifa 50.4. tofetituponthewheeles,Pm/.25.u. How forcible 
are right words ? Job. 6 . a y. 

‘But the mouth of thefoolijh 3 An open mouth is a purgatory to 
the Matter. Nemo ftaltfts tacere potej} , faith Solon. A fool tells 
all faith, Solomon. And, Vt quifque efi ditfolutijpm* vita , it A eft Ecclcf.lo. 
folutiffimo lingua faith Seneca. A fools bole is fo on (hot, and as 
fo on retorted ofixn-times upon himfelf. 

Verf. 15. The rich mans wealth, &c.} Wealthy worldlings 
think themfelves (imply the better and the fafer for their hoards 
and heaps of riches. Thebeft ofus m more ready totruftioun* 
certain riches, then in the living Qod, who giveth us al things 
richly to enjoy, x Tim. 6. x 7. Surely this (hould humble us.that 
riches that (hould be our rifes to raife us up to God, or glaflej to 
fee the love of God in, our corrupt nature ufech themas clouds, 
as clogs, &e. yea fets them up jn God’s place, and laith to tbc 
fine gold, Thou art my confidence. Job. 3 1.24?. 

The defir uilm of the poor is their poverty} They are devoured by 
the richer Cannibals {?/,</. 14,4 J as the letfer fifli are by the 
greater. Men go over the hedge where it is loweft. Boor and af-. 

Hided are joyned together, Zepb. 3, 12. Senate to want and to . 
be abafed. Phifd - 1 *• . . . ' 

Verf 1 < 5 . The labour of the. righteous, &c.} If the righteous 
man may but fweat out a poor living, get enough to bear bis ebaf- 
N 2 ' £« 
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gcs hometo heaven, have enough to ferve his turneLere, bee it 
but food and rayment , he is content. Cibus & poi us funt dhi- 
tia Chrifiiamrum. The true Chriftian defires but meat and 
-drink. . 

The fruit of the wicked'] Or the revenues of the wicked are 
wafted upon their lulls; which to feek to fatisfy , i; an endlefle 
labour; befides the danger of bithomlefle perdition, i Tim, 

’ Verf. 17. He ii in the Way of life] Rich fools re 'ufe reproof- 
hold themfelves above admonition ( Tange montes &fumigabunt) 
and are therefore by the juft judgment of God, led through a 
fools Paradife into a true Prifon. Divitibtts ideo amicus dee(t> quia 
nihildeeft. Rich men have few faithfull counfellours. 

Verf 18. He that hideth hatred, &c. 3 Thefe are dangerous 
creatures that thus lye at the catch, and wait advantages to do a 
man mifeheif, as Cain dealt by Abet , Abfolom by Amnon, 
loab by Amafa, Indus by lejus i Tut a frequence via efi 


And he that uttereth a fancier , is a fool] Becaue he hath no 
command ofhis paflions, as the former feemes to have, bccaufe 
dofe in cloking his malice, who yet is a fool too before 
j . • God. 

Verf. 19. In the multitude of Words] In muhiloquio ftultilo- 
quium. Many words are hardly well managed. No 1 efi ejufdem 
faith one, It is feldome feen that a man of many v\ ords mifcat- 
ryes not. 

Buthethatrefraineth his lips] As£//fc«did, Jo^ 3 2,11, 
as Epaminondas is worthily praifed by Plutarch fo .* this , quod 
nemo plura noffet , dr pandora loqueretur : that no mail knew more 
and fpake lefl’e then he did, 

Verf. ao. The tongue of the juft is as choice fiver] He fcattereth 
pearlcs, Matq,6. he throws abroad treafare. Mat, 12. 35. even 
apples of gold in (hrines of River jProv.iy. ii. I will turneto the 
people a pure language,faith God, Zeph. 3.9. a lip cf excellency,. 
Prov. 17.7. the language of heaven. As William she Conque- 
rour fought to bring in the French tongue here , ty enjoining 
Daniels bill. children tOufe no of her in fchooles,lawyers topraflifein Frenchj 
no man was graced but he that fpake French, efr. 
f -The heart of the wicked is little worth] Eft quafi pnrttm , is as 
iittkasneedcobe, He is ever either hatching cockatrice egges 
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orweavingfpiderswebs, as the Prophet hath it : Vanity or vil-Ifa.f? y. 

lany is his whole ftudy ,& his daily difeourfe. _ 

Verf. 21. The Ups of the righteous feed many] A great houfe- 
keeperheis; hath his doors ever open; and though himfelfe be 
poor yet he maketh many rich, 2GVr.tf.T0. he well knowes that 
to this end hath God put hony & milk under his tongue, Cams ,1 r 
that he might look to this fpirituall lip-feeding .* to this end hath 
he communicated to him thofe rivers of water, foh.j. 38. that 
they may flow from him, to quench that world of rvickedneffe, that 
being fet on fire of hell would fet on fire the whole courfe of na¬ 
ture. 7*70.3. 6*They ueempty vines that bear fruit to themfelves. 

Hof. to. 1. Thofe are void houfes , we fay, where the doors 
daily open not. The people hung upon our Saviours lips, as ’the , 

young bird doth on the dammes bill, Luk, 19. 4 ;. Bilhop Ridley 
preached every Lord's-day and holy day, except letted by fome 
weighty bufinefle - - to whofe Sermons the people reforted (faith 
Mafter Fox) fwarming about him like bees, and coveting the Aft. & Mon. 
fweet juyee of his gracious difeourfes. Look how lofeph noun- 
fhed his Fathers houfhouid with bread according to their fami- M 
lies, otaccordingto the mouths of their Families^ Cjen, 47.12. So p pp 
doth the righteous man thofe of his own charge efpecially. Wel¬ 
fare Popery for that (faith a grave Divine .) I have heard old M.Satr.Hicr. 
folks talk, that when in thofe daies they had holy-bread (as they 
called it)given them at Church, they would beare a part of it to 
thofe that did abide at home ; So fhould Matters of Families car¬ 
ry home the bread of life to their houfliolds. 

But fooles dye for want of Wifdome ] By their either refilling or 
abufing the food of their foules (as the Pharifeesj they pine away 
in their iniquities. Lev. 26.^9' 

Verf. 22. The blefftng of the Lord it maketh rich] As is to be 
feen in the examples of the Patriarches, csfbraham, lfaac ) \acub, 
and others. Whereas there is a curfe upon unlawfull practices 
though men be indiiftrious. as in I ehojachim, Ier.22. And all our 
policies without prayer arc but Arena fine calce , Sand without 
lime, they will not hold together. 

tsFndhe addeth no forroiW With it] Thofe three vultures (hall 
be driven away, that conftantly feed on the wealthy worldlings 
heart. Care in getting, Feare in keeping, Gviefe in lofittg the 
things of this life. God giveth to his wealth withoutwoe, ftore 
without fore, goliwithouc guilt, one little drop whereof trou* 
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bleth the whole fe* of all gjjivyard corafoK*. Richard the third 
had a whole Kingdom tteoromuwJ, and yet could not reft in his 
bed f o t difquietme nt o f mind. Tolyior Virgil thus j vrite s of hi s 
dreamp that night before BoftoortL field : That he thought all 
the devills in hell pwlfed and haled him in inoft hideo is and ugly 
fhape s; and concludes of it At faff; I do nop think it was io much 
his dreame, as his evill eopfeienee that bred thofe terrours, 

Verf. 23. If ii a flort to afoelc to do mifehiefe ] He i s then mer* 
riefl, when he hath the devill for his play-fellow; He danceth 
to hell in his bolts, and is parting well apaid of bis wofull bon¬ 
dage. Was be a father oraMonfter (chink you) that playing 
with his own child, fora paftime, puc his thumbs it theboyes 
eyes-, and thrift out the balls thereof? This was Robert de Be- 
lUfrne Earle of Shrewsbury in the reigne of our Henry the firft, 
Amo Dpm.n 11, And what a mad fporc was that of look and 
Abner y 2 Saw, 2. r4. to fee and fee thofe youngfters of Helkjth 
hazzurim to (heath their fwordsin their feltowes be wels ? And 
that of Nero, who fee the City of Rome on fire for his pleafure, 
whiles he plaid on bis harp the definition of Troy. 

But a man ofunder/} finding bath mfdome~\ Vi*.. For his fport 
or delight. It is his meat and drink,his hony and hon/-comber. 
Lib. 9. Epm. L\y enter orn n\bHt m»et opes conceferim,ut mibi liceat\ vi mil a ini, 
terpe/lante, iflo mode in Uteri} vivere, faith Cicero, I would give 
all the w ealth in the world that I might live altogether in my fiu- 
dy, and have nothing to trouble me. Crede mihi extingui dulce 
Lea Diggcs. e jfzt Mathematicarumartiumftudio, faith another • Beleevc me, 
it were a dainty death, to dye ftudying the Matheroi ticks. Nuf- 
quam requiem invent nifiin libra e/r cl an fir a, faith a Third. All the 
comfort 1 have is in a book and a cloyfter or clofet. Mentior if 
Slatt. on i Ep, ^/ joule accord him not, faith learned Dolour SUtte -. The old 
to Thciiai.Kp. Lord Bnrlcy (Lord high Treafwrer) to his dying da/ would car¬ 
die- Peach, ry alwaies a T nUies ojjifes about him, cither in hi: bofome or 
LlenwWj'/f P ot l ipr ' And the Lmperour Charles the fifth rook fuchdelioht 
vUlyjfujmty. *!» the Mathemayickvbat even in the midftof his whole Army.in 
p." 116 l' his Tent, he fate clofe at his ftudyj having for that purpofe as his 
inftru&Cf, T nrrignw of Cremona evermore with hint. So fweet 
is the knowledge of humane arts to thofe that have :afted them : 
How much more the knowledge of the Holy (which faith Agwfc 
toafeynd up into heaven. fVet/.go.3,4.)to thofe mature ones,who 
by reafon of ufe have their fenfes cxercifed to (ifcernc both 

good 
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good and evill ? Heb. 5. 14. SttV/aC ii$i, 103, pb 23 . i 2 , 

Rom.-y.t2* 

Verf.24. The fear* of the i»ick*d flail come upon hint] A found 
of feare is in his eares: in fyofperity the deftrsyer flail come upon 
hittti Job 15. 21. PejJtjnHs indabiU AugurTirndt^*- Thus it be* £ tat ^ u f 5n 
fell Caine, Saul, 'BeljbtezAr, Witte (who fot kite of C&fae Thcbai<J ' 
delivered upChrift tobecrxicified^rtd was afterwards by the fame 
Cafar kicked off the Bench; yea off the Stage of the world) thofe 
wicked Jews that feared that the Romanes would come and take „. 
away both their place and Nation, Jok 11.48. Which accordingly n°- 

befellthem feme forty yeares after* at which time ferae of chefti moriarc^moii? 
alfo killed themfelves left they fhoukl be taken by the ertemy. The 
like may be faid of our Richard the third, (fee the Note on 
Verf.n.) and Henry the fourth of France, after his revolt to 
Popery.He being perfwaded by the Duke of Sully not to readmit 
the Jefuites which had been banifhed by the Parliament of Paris, 
anfwered fuddenly, (five me then fecurtty for my life : and after-. Camden* Eli-, 
wards admitted them into his bofome, making Father Cotton his P rcf>i 
Confeflor, and ufing them ever with marvellous refpeft } yec 
was ftabbed to the heart by Ravifliac, through their inftigation. 

Excellent is that of Solomon‘Prov.lp. 25. The feare of man bring- 
eth a fnare \ but 'toho fo puttsth his trufi in the Lord (as Hezekiah 
did,2 Kings i7.4,5„andourKing Sdwardthe fixth,and that peere- 
k/Te Queen Elizabeth ) flail be fafe. 

Tut the dejire of the righteous flail be granted"} Provided that 
chefe be the lawful defires of honeft hearts, if fuch aske and 
miffe, it isbecaufe they askeamiffe, James4.%. either theyfaile 
in the matter, as Mofes in his defire to enter into the promifed 
Land, or in the manner, as the Church in the Canticles , cha. 5.3, 

VirtHtemexoptant, intabefcuntqne relittd, they would, and they Pert 
would not: There is a kind of wambling willingnefle and vellei- 
ty, but ic boilcs not up to the full height of relblutionforGod, 
and utmoft endeavour after the thing defired .- Now affechon 
without endeavour is like Rachel’J beautifoil but barren. Oc 
Jaftly they faifcin the end, either of Intertttonjfam'.^.oi oiD»- 
rat ion t they draw not neare with that true heart, Heb. 

10.22, that is content either to wait, or to want the thing deft- 
red, being heartily willing that God fhould be glorified, though 
themfelvesbe not gratified.Lec them but bring this true heart,and 
they may have any thing, See the Note on Mat.^.6. 
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' yerf.25. As the tykirlewind paffetb aityay 3 The;: whirlewind 4 

terrible for the time, but not durable s Lo fuch is t ie rage of ty¬ 
rants and perfecutors. Nubecula eft, cito tranftbit, faid Athana- 
fim of the Arrian perfecution. Our Richard the thit d, and Queen 
J^rrhad as.the blpudieft, fo the fhorteft reignei ofr.y fince 
the Conqueft •: Bloudy and deceitful men flailnot liv ? out. keif their 
dayes. Diocle fum, that crUel perfecutor, giving over his Em¬ 
pire, decreed to lead the reft of his life quietly- Hut he efcaped 
not fo : For after that, his houfe was wholly cc nfumed with 
Hufeb.de vit. lightening and. a flameoffite that fell from heaven; He hiding 
Confhlib 3. (jimf^iffor fear^of ttie lightning, dyed within a little after.Then 

terrourstook ho'd on him as waters, a tempeft ftealetb him away 
in the night. The Eaft wind carrieth him away and he depar¬ 
ted : and as a ftorme hurleth him out of his place; ForGod 
(hall caft upon him, ,and not fpare: he would fine flee out of 
his hand Men {hall clap their handsat him, ; and fhallhiffc him 
out of his place, as Job elegantly and emphatically fees it forth, 
^27.20,21,22,23. ■ 

‘But the righteous is the ever la fling foundation- J Or, is the 
foundation of the world , as firme as the worlds foundation, which 
remaines unmoveable. The Hebrews fenfe itthus : The righte. 
ons it the foundation of the world , which , but for tin ir fakes Would 
Abfcjucfla. io. f oon flatter, andfall to mine. SanBum femen flatu wen terra, Ifa. 
n'.bus nen fla» $ j , j heare up the pillars of it, faith David, PfaLyj 3 . 
rctmundus. Ye'ff.2(5. So ft the fhiggard to them that fend him 3 Haber.t au- 
lt [aum cito, cito. What thou doft do quickly, faid cur Saviour to 
the Tray tour. He cannot away with dulnefle and c lcitancy in any 
of his ; But condemnes it in thofe flow-things the Hebrews 
ro>h-l Heb 5 ■ n. and commands them double diligence chap. 6 . 11,12, 

Not flothfull in bufinefle, fervent in fpiric, ferving the Lord. 
Rom. 12.1' • A dull heart makes no riddance. Haptic accendip [e- 
ivftsm Neb 3.20. repairing earneftly, and fo finiEt his; task in 
(horter time. Let Embafl'adours, Minifters, Meflengers, &c. 
nimble up their bufineflfe.or look for no thank. V/hat a dcale of 
concent gave Cranmer to Henry the eighth,by his expediting the 
buiindfe of the. divorce both at home and abroad mforreigne 
Univerfittes ? And what adeale of diftafte gave Wot fey by the 

C ° Verf^27. Thefeareof the Lord prolongeth dale. ] Hebr .addetb 
dales, viz. Beyond expetfation or likelyhoodin a courfeoHia. 
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ture. Gen. 2 7.41 .The daies of mourning for my Father are at hand, 
faid "bloudy EJau , and then will 1 flay my brother fatob.. But 
threatnedmen (if theyfeare God efpecially, Scclef. 8t 12,13 ) 
liveltm^ For even Ifaac, who dyedfooneft, lived above fifty 
yea re t bt^ondthis. Seethe Note on EaW.2o.I2. 

'But the ipeares of the wicked Jhall be flattened 3 Be not over¬ 
much wicked, neither be thou foolifh : why flonldft thou dye be- : 
fore thy time? Ecclefj. 17. Sin brings death, and the worft of: 
deaths, an unfeafonable death, when it were better for a man to 
do any thing then to dye.- Fortofach, death is a-trap dooie to 
hell: And as their freinds are fcrambling for their goods* the 
wormesfor their bodies, fo are the devils for their foules. 

Verf. 28, The hope of the righteous flail be gladneffe] The righ¬ 
teous doth not fofeare God, verf.2,7. but that he hopes in him 
alfo. See Tfal.i 30.4.5. and that with fuch an hope asmaketh 

not afhamed . Deo confift nunjuam confufi : The righteous bath 
hope in his death, Prov. 14.32. his Motto is Cum exyiro, fpero. 

My hope lafts beyond life, 'rpes ' 

But the expectation of the wicked'] As Efau came from hunting 
with his head full of hopes, but went away with his heart full of 
blanks and his face full of blufhing. 

Verf. 29. The way of the Lord is flrength ^ The joy of the 
Lord ('that joy of hope, fpoken of in the precedent verfe) is 
their ftrength, Neb. 8. the peace of God within them and the 
power of God without them beares up their fpirits under what- 
foever prcfluies*fuch can boldly fay, It is well with me forthe 
prefent, and it will be better hereafter. 

But deftruElion_ jSuch as they (hall never be able either to avoid, 
or to abide. , 

Verf. 30. The righteous flail never.be removed] Or they 
fhall not be removed for ever, though for a while they may teem 
to be fo* _ ■ • , 

But the wicked flail not inhabit e the earth] God fits upon the 
circle of the earch, to fliake them out thence, as by a Can- 

Verf. 31. The mouth of the juft Grc.] Hebr. Buddeph forth, as < 
a fruit-tree,to whic;h th? tongue fs fitly and finely, fiere refembled. 

Hence fpeech is cziXgd the fruit <oft be lips. . . i . 

But the frppoeprfttongue.flail be cut out] As a ffuiclefle tree; is j; n . 

cut down to the fire, Neftorius the Heretick his tongue was ea- gua vermibu* 
O ten excf ** 
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ten off with wormes. Arch-biftiop Arundel's tongue rocred in his 
head. From Miriams example, Ntm-u. the Jew Dodtors 
gather, thatleprofieisapuniflimentforanevilltongiie: and in 

fpecial for fpeaking againft Rulers. The Lady de had by 

her virulent and railing tongue more exafperated the fury of 
King lohn (whom (he reviled as a Tyrant, and a murtl erer) then 
could be pacified by her ftrange prefenc (of foure hmdrtd kine 
hl„i ' and one bull, all milk-white, except only che cares v/hich were 
red ) fent unto the Queen. 

Verf. 32. T he lips of the righteous - ] He carries, as it were, a 
paire of ballances betwixt his lip?, and weighs his wo rds before 

he Utters them. Et prodejfe volens & dele flare -willing to fpeak 

things both acceptable and profitable. Tbe wicked :hrowsouc 
any thing that lies uppermoft, though never fo ablurc, obfeene, 
defamatory, &c. 

zs£raputo nofei timittt, pe flora verbis : 

Sic efi, namque idfont utraque quale fonant. 


CHAP. XI. 


Hof 1 v 7. 



Verf. 1. A folfe ballance is abomination t J 

S Eethe Notes on Levit. 19. fo. ‘Deut. 2$. 15. This kind of 
fraud falls heavieft upon ihe poore, Aww 8. 5. who arc faine 
to fetch in every thing by the penny. Hither maybe referred 
corruptions in Courts, and partialities in Church-bufinefles, See 
that tremend charge to do nothing by partiality, or by tilting 
the ballance, iTim^.n. Thofc that have the bal la ices of de¬ 
ceit in their hand are called Canaanites (fo tbe Hebrew hath it) 
that is meere naturall men, Ezjefi. 16.3. that have no goodneffe in 
them, no not common honefty.- they do noc as they would be 
done by; which very Heathens condemned, 

Verf. i. when pride conmeth] Where Pride is in 1 he Saddle, 
fhame is On the crupper, tanquam Nemefis a ter go. FI e is a proud 
foe/e , faith our Engliflh Proverb. Proud perfons v;hiles they 
leave their {landing, and would rife above the top oft heir places, 
theyfaile of their footing, andfalltochcbottome. 

But with the lowly is wijdome J Which maketh the free toftiine. 
Pride proceeds from folly, and procures contempt, But god 

give* 
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fives grace to the humble, that is, (as fome fenfe it) good repute 
and report amongft men. who am I ? faith Mofes : a °d yet who 
fitter then he to go to Pharaoh? He refufed to be Pharaohs 
daughters Son : he was afterwards called to be Pharaoh /God. 

Exod 7. 1 - Aben-Ezra obferves that the word here rendred 
lowly fignifies bajhfoll, Jhame faced, qui pra verecundiafefeabdunt , 
that thruft not themfelvesinto obferyation. The humble man, 
were it not chat the fragrant fmellof his many vertues betrayes 
him to the world,would chufe to live and dye in his felf-content- 
ing fecrecy. Hence humility is by Bernard compared to the Vio¬ 
let which grows low to the ground, and hangs the head down¬ 
ward , and"befides hides it feif with its own leaves. 

Verf. 3 • The integrity of the upright fhall guide them J An ele¬ 
gant allufion inthe original. Their uprightneffe (hall lead than 
whither thev wuuld.and fecure them from danger: They fulfill 
the royal! Law, fomes 2 8. keep the kings high-way. andfoare 
keptfafe, whiles thofe that go ouc of Gods precindts are out or 

Of prevaricators, that 
run upon tough precip,ces. Tneie are By the Prophet Amos like- 
ned to horfes running upon a rock, where firft they breake their 
hoofes, and then tbfir necks, Amos 6 . 12. 

Verf.4. Riches profit notin the day of wrath J Neither their 
filver nor their gold fliallbe able to deliver them m the:day of 
the Lord’s wrath, Zrpi.i.i8. If* i|- 7 - yea, they earned away 
the richer Jews when the poorer fort were left to til the land, 
zKing. 24. The great Caliph of Babylon , (whom all the Maho- 
metan Princes honoured above all others, as the true lucceflour 
of Mahomet,Mdtte grand Oracle of their Law)berng takentoge¬ 
ther with his City by the great Chamoi Tartary was by kim fee Turk m 
inthe midft of his infinite Treafure, & willed to feed thereon.and fo! 
make no fpare; In which order the covetous wretch kept for 
certame daies miferably dyed for hunger in the midft ot thofc 

things, whereof he thought he (houldoever have enough. Where¬ 
fore (frould l dye being fo rich ? faid that wretched Card,nail 
Henry Beau ford Blfhopof Winchefler m Henry the fixths: time A&> & Mon. 
Fie, quoth he, will not death be hired ? will money do nothing/ foJt ^ 2J< 

His riches could not reprieve him. 

But righteoufnefe delivereth from death 3 See the Note 0 

Chu h vo.i, Q j verf. 
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Vcif. 5. T herighteoufnejfe of the ftrfeZt~] This is l.he fame in 
Seneca* effect with Vcrfe 3. Nunquam fat is dicitur, quod nut quam fatis 
difeitur. 

But the wickedJballfall by his own wickednejfe ]] Or, in hit own 
wickednejfe : he fhall fall out of one wickednefl'e unto another, 
whiles he draws iniquity with cords of vanity, and fir, as it were 
with a cart-rope. 174.518. Thus Babylon's fins are is id to reach 
tinto heaven, quaft concatinatusfunis,Rev. i8.5. Therefore floe is 
fallen, fhe is fallen, certo, brevt,pemtus, nondum tamen Flagitium 
&flagellum, ut acus & fi/um. Sin and punifhment ar> infepara- 
ble companions, 

Verf. 6 . The right eoufnef • of the upright Jball del. ver them 3 
As Noahs integrity prevailed for hisfafety. Many are the trou¬ 
bles of the righteous: but out of them all they art furetobe 
delivered. No Country hath more venemous creatures then 
TFgypt, none more Antidotes: So godlinefle hath many’trou- 
bles, and as many helps againft trouble. As Mofs hand, it 
turr.es a Serpent into a Rod .* and as the tree that Mofts caft into 
the waters of Mar ah, it Iweetnerh the bitter waters of affliflion: 
Well may itbe called the divine nature-: For as God t rings light 
out of darkneffe, &c. fo doth grace. 

But tranfgrejfounJhall be taken in their own naughtinejfe J Ta¬ 
ken by their own conlciences (thofebloud-hounds ) and by the' 
juft judgements of God which they fhall neverbe able fo avoid 
or abide : Though now they carry themfelves as if they were out 
of the reach of his rod, or had gotten a proteftion. 

Vcrf. 7. Whtn a wicked wn dye th, his expectation] tall perils'} 
He dyed perhaps in ftrong hopes of heaven, asthof: feeme to 
have done that cajne rapping and bouncing at heaven- ^ates, with 
Lord, Lord, open unto us, but were fenc away with 1 Non tiovi 
vos. Departy I knoVe you not, Matq . 

And the hope of mjuji men J Etiam jpesvalentijfma peril. So 
fome render it: hismoft ftrong hope fhall come tone thing. He 
made a bridge of his own fhadow, and thought to go over it,, 
but is fallen into the brook: He thought he had talen hold of 
God * but it is-but with him, aswitha child that catcheth at the 
fhadow on the wall, which he thinks he holds faft, but he only 
thinks fo. 

Vcrf. 8, And the wicked conrneth inhis ft cad 2 Thus it befell, 
i Hama#, and "Darnel’s enemies, and thofe inhumane Edomites , 

V Lam,. 
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lamA 21. And Herod with hisHacfters.^fl.i 2. itisari|hceotis 
thin° with God. 2 Thef.1.6 q. though to men it feeme an incre¬ 
dible paradox, and a news by far more admirable then access 
table, that there fhould be fuch a tranfmutatioq of conditions on 
bothfides, to contraries: Buttjuis'it falls out frequently. John 
Martin t)f Briquerds (a ftb&ArtgfWne in Frbfjce) viilA- 

ted everywhere that he would'flit the Miniftefs nofe of aAngrog- & Mon. 
ne. But behold himfelf was fhortly after affaulced by a Wolf, 6,1.871. 
which bit off his nofe, fo that he dyed mad thereof. 

Verf 9. An hypocrite'toithhidmouthdeftroyethfj T^atj$i, The 
flatterer, flanderer, evil! coutifdlbutf but efpetially the Hbfetickj 
• a s the Valent'inians\ quiartificiutoi ^at^rAntf^tfppfiUi 'pirjfu'sukrem Tcrtuh. 
qudm docerenn by their ‘Pithanology, by good words and faire 
fpeediesthey deceive the hearts of the fiiriple. Rom.i6.19. they 
bring tneW into the Uoh^mouthi; y 4s%^pM{eddcer^id^' by tel¬ 
ling them of an Angel that fpokdtbthfeft^ ah’dlb jh‘a& prize of 
them, Col.i.%. arid d<aV$fcipleS after them. 'A&dL&io. 

But through knowledge'Jball the juft be delivered^ He is too 
wife to be flattered, and too knowing to be plucked away with 
theerrour of the wicked. 2Vetq.tj,i^'Zanchius\ras fecwpbn zanch.Mifc. 
by Socimts • bye the Herecick loft iris' Ifcbbiff. Whtrefbit (id'de 
to yonrVe^ue’knor^ledge, PTeUi.J. and have yourfepfes exer- 
cifed to difeemtgood arta evill. Heb'^.ult. 

Verf. 10. When it goeth well wUh the righteous When they virtu vino, 
are fet in place of Authority, all the Country fareth? better for 
it. All cannot chute blit do well, fo long as thou ruleft well, 
faid the Senate to SeVerUffoz Errfpetbi#. And Ita natieftis (faid Dio«. 
he in Tacitus) ut bona mdlaque veftrd ad rempublicath per tine ant. 

Publike perfons are either a great mercy,or a great mifery to the 
whole Countrey. 

And when the wickedperijb there is JhoUting J For by their fall, 
the people rife: and their rtfine’ts the repaire of the City. 

Cum mors crudelem rdpnijfet f£va Neronem, 

(fredibile eft multos Romam agitajfe jocos. 

Verf. 1 2. Ey the blcjftng of the upright the (fity is exalted^ 

This is given in as a reafon' of that publike joy in the welfare of 
the juft.- Becaufethey are of publike fpirits, and will by their 
good deeds, good do/trines, good counfels, and good prayers, 
promote the publike good to their utmoft. Catonis mores erant 
—Toti genitam fe credere man do. .faints are clouds, Heb. 12.1. Lucan, 

O 3 that 
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that water the earth, as a common blefling. 

But it is overthrown by the mouth of the Wicked 3 Whether he 
be a feed (man of ledition, orafeclucerof the people, a Sheba, 
or a Shebna, a carnal Gofpeller, or a godlefle Politician (who^e 
drife is to formalize and enervate the power of truth till at length 
they, leave us a hearcleffe and fapiefle Religion ) One of chefe 
finnersmay deftroy much good. Ecclef, p. 18. 

Verf. 12. lie that is void of wifdome dc(pifeth his nrighbour~\ 
Not remembring that he is his neighbour, cut out of the fame 
cloth,Jthe fhearesonly going between,and as capab'eof heaven as 
himfelf, though never fopo.ote, meane, deformed or otherwife 
defpicable, Nonebuta.foole will do fo, none but he that hath a 
bale and beggerly heart of his own, as the words fgnifie. 

But a man of underfunding holdeth his peace [] That is, Re- 
fraineth his tongue from fuch opprobrious language, fpeaketh the 
beft he cap of another, thinks with himfelf, 

ns 4 ut fumus, autfuimusy aut poffumus efe quod hie eft. 
Or if himfelf be flighted or reviled, objetta proent digno fup- 
plicio punit, feftivofcilicet contcmptu & oblivione, >;>el fitantiefi , 
mifcricordik elevat. He knows it is to no purpofe to wafh qff dirt 
with dirt, and is therefore as a dumb man, &c. 

Verf. 13. eyf tale-bearer revealethfecrets ] Heir. Fedler, 

Set the Note on Levit- ip. 1 6. and on 1 Tim. 1 ). 13 Si fapis ar~ 
cano vina recovde cado. God forbids us to chaffer with thefe pet- 
ty-chapraen. ‘Brov.20.19. 

Concealeth the matter 2 Tacitus to him is the t eft Hiftorian, 
pr'yntts in llifiorid. He is a rare friend that can bo :h give coun¬ 
fell, and keep counfell. One being hit in the teeth with his (link¬ 
ing breath,wittily excufed it, that it was by reafon of the many 
fecrets committed to him, and concealed by him fo long till they 
were even rotten in his bofome. 

Verf. 14. Where no counfill is ,the people fall 3 As where no Pi- 
lot is,the fhip mifearrieth. The Vulgar renders it. Vbi non eft 
gubernator , corruit populus. Tyranny is better then Anarchy: 
And yet, Woe alfoto thee O landwhofe King is a child, that is, 
wilful and uncounfelable, as Rehohoam, who was a child at forty 
yeares old: when as his father was a man at cwelve. Age is no 
juft raeafure of wifdome; and royalty without, v/ifdome is but 
eminent difhonour, Solomon the wife chofe him an excellent 
Councellof State, whom Rehoboam refufed to he are, being as 

much 


much more wilful then his Father as ldfle wife ; all head, no heart; 
lofing thofe ten tribes with a churlifh breath, and returning to 
^erufalem lighter by a Crown then he went f orth. He and his 
green headed Councell was like Acribiades and his Army, where 
all would be Leaders, none Learners. Or it may be it was now 
in Ifraelyzs once it was in ‘Perfia, (and as now it is in Turly when Turkt ^ 
the great Tutkeftands at the dangerous doore) where'if any 
Councellour delivered any thing contrary to the Kings mind, Kccfccrm. P 0 - 
flagris cadebatur, he was chaftifed with rods: Or as in regno Cy - btic. 
clopico ubi bM * kqv <*> where no man cared for lUyfleiinterro- 

bettercouncel, but each one did what was good in his own eyes, e 8 * 

Such cannot long fubfift. rfup.cum ?re- 

Butinthe multitude of Counfellors 2 So they be good Coun- fpondu bile- 
fellours; better then Balaam was, better then Ah'uophel, better nU5 > / 
then thofe of Aurelius , by whom the good Emperour was even 
bought and fold . One fpeciall thing the Primitive Chriftians prayed “f ts * 
for the Emperour,was,that God would fend him Senatumfidclem, Te'rtul. A poL 
a faithfull Councel. There were in fofiah’s daies horrible aba* 
minations : And why ? The Brinces were as roaring Lyons, the 
Judges Wolves, &c. ZepL$. 3. Queen Elizabeth was happy in 
her Councell fby whom fhe was moftwhat ruled ) and grew ami¬ 
able to her friends,and formidable to her enemies both at home 


and abroad. Wifdome is better then ftrength, faith Solomon', And, 
Romani fedendo vincunt , faid they of old. The welfare of a State 
is procured and preferved, not fo much by a multitude of wor¬ 
thy Warriers, as of wifeCounfellours; as Cleon in Thucydides 
longfinceobferved, and as we have bleflfedly found in this pre- 
fent Parllamenium beneditlum, more truly fo ftiled,then that was 
in the 25. of Edward the third. 

Verf. 15. He that is furety for a fir auger fhall fmart for it 
Hebr. Shall breaks, prove a bankrupt, Sec the Notes on (fhap.e. 


Polyb. 

Thucyd.Iib. 3* 


1,2 2.&c. 


Vtrf. 16. A gracious Woman retaineth honour 2 Such a one as 
is fet forth in Lemuels Leflon, Brov.^i. fuch as vus Sarah, De¬ 


borah, Abigail , Efiher, Queen Elizabeth , of whom a great 
French Printefle gave this Elogium , that fhe was glorioftffima, & 
omnium qua unquam feeptrum gefferunt felicijfima feemina, the Thuan.hift. 
braveitand happieft woman that everfwayed Scepter. Piety, 1,b - ,2 4 * 
Sobriety, Purity, Charity, and Chaftity ( maugre the venemous 
tongues of all hell-born flandcrers, fuch as Sanders, Rhifion, znd 


other 
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Sanderuslu* otl^r $omjfk rayte and dead dogg^sthat barkeci againft ber) 
pimAngUca- V ve?e herinfeparable companions - never buffering any Lady to 
nam appeiiat. a p proac ^ facred prefence, of whofe ftaine (he had but the 

&Ct And ftxongwen ret (tine richef\ By their induftry 2 nd good huf- 

speed-11^6, bandry : that they .may tnaihtaine their wives honour, and bear 
up their port according to their place. Others renierit Improbi 
apprehendunt div'ttias. Wicked men catch at wealih , fc. in the 
choyceof their wives* And indeed among fuitour; 60th in love 
and in law.Mony is a common medler, and commonly drives the 
bargaine an d bufirteffe to. anupfhor. 

Juvenal. Protinus adeenfum : de moribus ultima fin; 

jgutjHo, - ;good enough if goods enoft). 

Verf. 17. The mercifull doth good to his oytme fotile~\ His chief 
bufineffe is with and for himfelf: how to fet all to rights within, 
how to keep a conciniuli Sabbath of foule* a confta at compofed- 
neffe. He will not violate his confcience to get or retaine riches, 
as verf 16. or purchafe earth, with the Ioffe of heaven. And in 
Corpus five afmuch as the body is the foules fervant (and fhoul i therefore be 
Corpor quafi neither fiupra negotium , nor infra; negotium, but par negoiio fit 
cordis por he. £^ r foules bufineffe ): it ought not to be pined ot pinched with 

m^Tus^ea for- and, over much abftinencei, as thofe-Imp jftours fit off. 

ir.nqua Man- 2; 23. and our popilb Merit-mongers that ftarve the ir Gtnius, and 
cipor. Qu; n - are cruel co their own fleih. Thefe Qiall one day hear. Who re- 
tipor.Camer. quired f he fe things at your hands ? 

Verf. 18. The rokkedyoorketh a. deceiifull ivorkf] 3 y defrauding 
his ( iv>iw, and affluSing his fleih (as verf 17.) he chinks he doth 
a,yery good work ; (Tome Emperours have left their thrones, and 
thruft into a Monaftery, there to macerate themfel /es with mtich 
fading and courfeclothing, out of an opinion of promoting their 
foules health thereby,) But bodily exercife protiteth little, 1 Tim, 
48. And as the pride of Virginity is as foule a fin as impurity: 
Augnftin. Iq is it in this cal'e. The Formall /after lofeth his labour, Ifa. 

58.3. Zach, 7. y. In fevency yeares.they kept feveafeore falls in 
Babylon: yecamongft them all not one faftco God. There are 
chat render it thus,^ Improbw comp amt premium falfnm , The 
wickedgecs a fa I fe rewards all chat he hath is bui; the things of , 
this life , nec v.era funtnec veftr^u For the vr ry fafhion'of 
this world paifeth away ) And furely, every man wa Iketh in a vain 
, fliew, or fhadow , furely he difqutccech himfelf in viin : he heap- 

eth 


Chap. 1i. upon the P a o v e r b s. 

ech up riches, and knowesnotwho (Ball gather them. pf a 439. 

6 . They that dig in mines, or labour in mints, have gold enough 
about them, but are little the better for it A fumpterhorfe 
beares much treafure on his back all day:but is cafed of it ac night, 
and turned into the liable with his back full of galles and briufei-. 

So Qoall it be with wicked rich men ac death • fo, that they have 
no great bargaine of it. 

Tint to him that foweth righteostfnejft And fo foweth upon bief- . 
fings fas the Apoftles Greek hath ir, 2 Cor. 9.6. See the Note 
there, and on Gal. 6 . 7,8.) upon well watered places, Ecclef.11. f G £. 
3. To fuch fhall beafure reward : Only he mud have patience; 
and not look to fovv and reap, all in one day. fam. 5.7. See the* 

Note there. 

Verf. 19. As rigbteottfncjfe tendeth to life Hebr. Lives , for 
godlinefle hath thepromife of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come. Andthisis that furereward fpo- 

ken of in the former vede: For he that ioweth to the fpirit, dial! 
of the fpirit reap life everlafting, gal. 6 . 8. which indeed is 
the onely life that deferveth fo to bee called and coun- 
ted. 

So he that pttrfnethe r jill~\ That followes it hot-foot, Us Afa- 
bel followed Abner, that is wholly carried after it, and thinks to 
have a great catch of it, that works all uncleanncffe with greedi- 
nelle, Eph. 4.19. This the Prophet calls a fpirit of wheredome, a 
ftrong inclination , a vehement impetus to that and ocher (innes, 
an adding drttnkenncffe to thrift, rebellion to finne , till wrath 
come upon them to the utmoft. Hell gapes for fuch fin- 
ners. 

Verf ac. They th.it are of a frtward heart,&cf] Not only thofe 
that puriue and pradtile vvickedndle, but they alfo that harbour 
it intheir hearts, are hated of God, Luke A m3n may 

dye of inward bleedinga man may be damned for contempla¬ 
tive wickcdnefle. Jer. q. 14. The Schooles do well obferve that 
outward lins arc major is infamies ., but inward hart-fins are majors'* 
realtu , as we fee in devils. 

Tut fuch as arc upright intheir tvay~\ The Antithefis requires 
thac hefliould fay, fuch as are upright inheart. Buchechufeth 
rather to fay in their way , not only becaufc a good heart ever 
makes a good life , but to meet with fuch as brag of the gcodnes 
of their hearts, when their lives ace altogether ioofe and licen- 
. - P tious 
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tiou*. Whereas holineflfc in the heart ( as the candle in the 




Sapyh. ap. 
Ovid. 


lanthorne) well appeares in the body; Thcfe boaters are ig¬ 
norant. Rev. 3- 17 . proud. John 9.41. carnall. Rom. 8. 6. there¬ 
fore dark naught. Prov.19. 2. 

Verf. 2t. c ihough handjoyn In hand.drc.] Hebr. hand to hand, 
that is,out of band, by and by , as fome interpret it. Ad nr ft er ren¬ 
ders itj Though plague follow upon plague f he wicked Will not amend. 
Others, though chere be a combination , a confpiracy of wicked 
doers, as if ( Cfnm-like) they would fight againft Gcd. and refift 
his wrath, yet they (hall never be able to avert or avoid it. The 
wicked fhall be turned inco hell , yea whole Nations that forget 
God, pfal. 9.17. God (lands not upon multitudes : he buried 
the old world in one univerfall grave of waters. And turning the 
cities of Sodome and Cjomorrah into afhes, condemned them with 
an overthrow, z c Pet, 2 > 6 . This is agood fenfe. HowbeitI can¬ 
not but incline to thofe that expound Hand to hand, fat father and 
childe , in regard of the following hemiftich, ‘But the feed of the 
righteous fhall be delivered. As if the Prophet fhould lay. The 
wicked traduce a curbed ttock of fin to their childrer , and fhall 
therefore be pnnifhed in their own perfon, or at lead in their po¬ 
sterity. Pfal. 49. II. 13, 14. This their way is'thnr folly \ yet 
their pofterity approve their fayings. Therefore like fheep 
they are laid in the grave, death ft allfeed on them , &c 

Verf. 2 2. zeds a jewel of gold in a fwine's fnottt] It is a final! 
praife faith one to have a good face and an evil natui e. No one 
means, faithanother, hath fo enriched hell as bcs.utifullfaces. 
Aurelia Or eft HU prater for mam nihil anqtl am bonus la: davit , faith 
Soluft. In ^Aurelia Ore(lilia, there was nothing praite worthy 
but her beauty. Arc thoufaire ? faith an Authour: be not like 
an Egyptian temple or a painted fepulcher. Art thou fouleflet thy 
foulebe like a rich pearle in a rude (hell. 

Si mihi diffcilis formam n at nr a negavit • 
lngenio forma damna rependo met. 

So is a faire woman Which is without diferetion] Sc dignitas in 
indigno eft ornamentum in Into, laith Salvian. Faire and foolifh 
one's abufe their beauty to pride and inconcinency,arid fo give oc- 
cafion to fome THogenes, to fay, O qiiam bona don us & mains 
hofpes. O faire houle, but ill inhabitant. 

Yerf. 23. The deftre of the righteous is enely good] i.e. Sofarre 

as he is righteous, or fpirituall; he delights in the. Law of God 
J after 
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after the inward man, willing in all things to live honeftly, Heb . 

13.18. Evil motions haunt his minde otherwhiles, but there 
they inhabit nor. hud was a ft ranger to David , as Tetsr Martyr 
o'oferves out of Nathans parable 5 Therecame a traveller to this 
rich man. 2 Sam. 12.4. The maine ftreair.e of his defires, the 
courie and current of his heart ran upon God and godlin ctteftfal. 

119.4,3. And Pfal. 39.1, 3. herefolved to do better then he did. 

The fpirit ever lufteth againft the fled 1; howbeit when the fieflr 
gecsthe wind and hill of the fpirit, all is not fo well carried. As 
the ferry-man plyes the oare, and eyes the fhore homeward 
where he would be- yet there comes a guft of winde chat carries 
him back again , fo it isofc with a Chrillian. Buc every tnan is 
with God 16 good as he defires to be. In vita librofcribmtur qui Bern. 
cjuod poffnnt faciunt, etft quod debent, non poffnnt. 1 hey are writ¬ 
ten in the book of life that do what good they can , though they 
cannot do asthey would. 

Tut the expectation of the Wicked is wrath ] e. The good they 
expert proves to be indignation and wrath , tribulation and an- 
guifh, Rom. 2.8,9. wofull perplexities and convulfions of foule 
which will be fo great and (0 grievous,as will makethem rave and 
rage with madneflfe and fury , efpecially becau(ethey looked for 
a better (lace. 

Verf. 24. There is that (cattcreth. and yet increafeth] Bounty is 
the mod compendious way to plenty: neither is getting,but give- 
ingjthe beftthrift. The five loaves in the Gofpel, by a itrange 
kind of Arithmetic!;, were multiplied by divifionjand augmented 
by fubilradlion. So it will be in this cafe. 

But it tenaeth to poverty] Sr. Auftin defcanting upon thofe 
words, Pfal. 7 6 . 5. They ha. e flepe their tleep, all the rich men, 
and have round nothing in their hands, (for fo he reads chac text) 

And why is this ? faith He,' Nihilinvemrtmt in mamba> fuis.qttia 
nihilpofiserunt in mam Chrifti. They found nothing in chcir own 
hands, becaufe they feared to lay up any thing inChrilis hands. 

Alarms pauperism gazophylacium Chrifti, faith another Father; 

Tne poor mans hand, is Chrifts creaiury. 

Verf. 25. The liber all foule fhall be made fat ] See the Note on 
Adat. 5. 7. and my Common place of Aimes. 

Verf. 2 6 . The people fljall curfe him] i.e. complaine and cry 
out of him : as the people of Rome did ofTompey in another cafe. 

Noftra miferia tu es Aiagntes. In another cafe, 1 lay ; for in this 
P2 I 
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' T miift acquit him, remembring thatfpeechofhts, when , being 

by his office to bring in corne from a far-country for the peoples 
necefiicy, and wifhed by his friends K) ftay for a better winde,he 
hoy fed lip fade, and (aid. Ncccjfce0am, non at viv.m , 7 here is 
a nccefficy of my going, not io of my life.- if Iper.fr I peri 

Hence he was the peoples Corculum , or fweet -hearr, t s it is faid 
of Scipio Nafictt. 

Verf. 27. He that diligently feek^th good j Hebr. he that Is up 
betime to promote the publike gtod. as Jojeph, who came notin 
till noone to eat meat, as Nehemhth who willingly brake his deep 
and traded every talent for his peoples comfort.- as Scipio Afri- 
cant/s, who ufually went before day into the Capitcdl in cailum 

Gcij. ijb 7 Jovis, and there Itayd fcgreat while, cpuafi coufultans ie Rep. cum 

Cap. 1. * %ve, as conlulcing with his God about the weak pnblike:whence 

!,is deeds were pUraqne admiranda, faith mine Author r, amiable 
and admirable, the moil of them. And as ‘Daniel who though 
fick, yet rofe up, and did the Kings bufineffe. (Jhapter 

It frillcome to hint ] it (hall come certainly, fudder.ly, irrefifti- 
bly, and (as we fay or foul'e weather) nnfent for ; God will fay 
to iuih.as Anlus Eulvius did to his traiterous ion, anc then flew 
him, Non Catilinete gentii fedpatrk. The Lord dial; poure up¬ 
on him and not (pare 1 becaufe he cruelly oppreffed , fpoiled his 
brother by violence, and did that which is not good among 
his people, therefore hee (hall dye in his iniquity, Ezef. 
18.18. 1 

Verf. 28. He that trufleth to his riches frill fall } F.iches were 
nevertrueto any that trufted to them. Therich chuile that mi¬ 
lted and boafted that he had n.uch goodslayd up in ftoi e for many 
yeares, when, likeajay, he was pruning himlelf inf is boughes,' 
hecame tumbling down with the arrow in his fide. Luk-t 2.15. 

16. &c. So did Nebuchadnezzar, ‘Beltefloaz.z.ar , Heroine. The | 

righteousalfo (ball lee and fear, and laugh at fuch an one faying, 

Loe this is the man thar made noc God fus ftrength, buttrufted in 
r the abundance of his riches,and flrengt'nned himlelf in his wickcd- 

neife, Pfal .52. 6, 7. But 1 am like a green olive-cree &c. ver. 8 . 
Agreeable whereunto is this that followers here. 'Bttt 1 he righteous 
A ' 1 ^ E? '^ 1lZO fri/l flour ijh as a branch, whiles the wicked famed cfvidam felici¬ 
tate temporaliter floreni, & cxortmturut extirantnr, flourilhand 
ruffle foe a time , but (hall be foon cut down like the grafle, and 
■ wither as the green herb. VerL 

j Verf 29. He that tronbleth his own houfe~J Either by prodiga- 

| lity, or exceflive par/imony, Prodigifmgults auribus bina ant ter - 

J‘ -/independent patrimonia, faith Seneca, we have known great rents 

I foon turned into great ruffes,and lands into laces. Forparlimony 

1 and crue!ty,fee the Note on chap. 15-27. 

Shall inherit the mndj That is, (hall bring all to nothing -• as 
he did that having wafted his efface, vainly vaunted that he had 
left himfelf nothing, prater cal urn drc&nttm. His fubftancefhall Mr- Livius. 

(lye up like fmoake into the aireand nothing be left to maintain 
him on earth. And when all his goods are gone, his liberty muft 
goe after (forthis foolefhall be fervant to the wife in heart) if 
not, his life,- as that notorious unthrift Apicitu , who having eaten 
up his eftate, and finding by his account that he had no more then 

2cocoo.crownes remaining, thought himfelf poor, and took D ; 0 
downaglaffeofpoyfon; S C /] C c 3 , 

Verf. 30, The fruit of the righteous is a tree ofl if I ?3 /• <?. The 
commodities and comforts that one may every way receive from 
a righteous perfon ( for eU a/iquid quod a viro bono etiam tacente 
dipt as, faith Seneca , fomewhac a man may learn from a good man, 

1 even when he fayes nothing) are more then can be imagined. 

Plutarch reporteth that the Babylonians make three hundred and 
threefcore feverall commodities of the Palme-tree, and do there¬ 
fore greatly honour it. Should not we much more honour the 
multivarious gifts of God in his righteous ones, for our good? 

For whether it be Paul, or tApollo , or Cephas—-All ts ours . 

1 Cor. 3. 

Andhe that winneth foules~\ And ufeth lingular art and induftry 
therein, as fowlers do to take birds, ( for fo the Hebrew word 
imports) or Hfher-men fillies. He is Wife, and wifeth others, as 

Daniel hath it chap 12.3. he is juft and juftitiech others; he fhall 
lave a foule from death, Jam. 5,:o. He fhallfhineasa ftarre in 
heaven. And this is inftanced as one fpeciall fruit of that tree of 
life mentioned in the former hemiftichrthis is a noble fruit indeed, 
fith one foule is more worth then a world, as he hath told 11s, who 
only went to the price o« it, A 4 at, 1 < 5 - 26. 

Verf. 31. The righteous pjall be recompcnfcdfj i.e. Chaftened, 

i afflicted, judged or the Lord, that they may not be condemned 
with the world (for their fufferings are not penall,buc medicinal, 
orprobational) and they have it here in the earth (which is their 
houfe. of correction) not in hell. 

P3 Much 
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~ Much wore the wicked'] Nahum 1.9. Non far get hie affliEtio, 

thefc {I'laU be totally and finally confiuned at once. See the Note 
on 1 Tet. 4.17> 18. See alfo my Love-tokens, pag,o9. &c. 


CHAP. XH. 


Vcxatiodac 

intcllc&uui. 


Virglll. 


Epift. ad 
Evagr, 


Vei'fe Whofo loveth infraction, loveth knowledge?] 

T 7 Ere is (hewed that Adverfty is the befl Vmverftj faith an 
O Interpreter. Scbola cracis , fchblaltscis, Cor .'effions of in- 
ftruftion are the way of life. Men commonly beat and bruife 
their hnkes before they lighe them,to make them bi rne the brigh¬ 
ter. God firft humbles whom he means to illuminaie; a s Gideon 
took thorncs of the wildernefleand briers, and with them hee 
taaoht the men ofSuccotb, fudg . 8 . 16. bee my Treatife on Revel. 
l.? 9 . pair, 152. &c, Mr. Afeham was a good fchool-matter to 
Elizabeth,but affliction was a better, asone wellobfcrvcth. 
That verfe was much in her mouth. 

Non ignara mail miferi:face tirr ere difeo. 

’Bat he ihat hatethreproof] Whether it be by he rebukes of 
men, or the rod of God, he is brutifh : he is fallen be¬ 

low the ftirrop of rcafon.hc is abeaft in mans.fhap:: nothing is 
more irrationali then irreligion. That faplcQe fellow Nabd 
Would hear nothing: there was no talking to hi n, no dealing 
with him : but as horie and mule thathave no undt rftanding 
3 ,9. 'Bafil com plaints of the Wetictnc Church-, s, that they were 
grown fo proud , at ejaid verttm ft neque feiant, neque fuf meant 
difeerc, that they neither knew what was truth, nor would bee 
taught better. Such are neareto ruinc, and that w ichout remedy. 
Prov. 9.1. See the Note. 

Veil. z. A good man abtainetb favour of the L.rd] Or, bath 
ivh.it be will of Cjod , id quod vult a domino impetrat: quia ejets vo¬ 
luntas efi ipfffima Dei voluntas, necaliud vult. 1 bus Mercer out 
of Rabbi Levi. Thus it is written of Luther, that by his prayers 
he could prevaile with Go.d at his pleasure. When great gifts 
were offered him, he refufed them with this brave fpeech, Valde 
protefiatusfam me nolle fc fatiari a Deo. I folemr. ely protefted to 
God that I would not be put off with thefe low t hings. And on 
a time praying for the recovery of a godly ufefull man, among 

other 
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other paflages he lee fall this tranfeendent rapture of a daring 
faith, Fiat mea voluntas. Let my will be done : and then falls off 
fweetly, Me a voluntas, Domine, quiatna; My will, Lord,becaufe 
thy will. Here was a good man, here was a blfffed man ; accor¬ 
ding ro that rule. Beams efi quihabet quicquidvult, & nihil ma¬ 
le vult. Blc ffed is he that hath what he will , and wiiies nothin* 
but whatheiliould. 0 

'But a man of wicked devices ] Such as no good man is: he doth 
not ploc or plow mifehief, he doth not cater and make provifion 
for the flefh, Rem 13. there is no way of wickedneffe found in 
him: the peace is not broken betwixt God and him , becaufe his Pfa 
rninde never yeelds to fin, Rom. 7.25. hee walks ne t after the 
flefh, but after the fpirit, therefore no condemnation Rom $. 1 
If an evil thought haunt hisheart (asefcfoonesicbefals) iris the 
device of the man, he is not the man of fuch devices. The wicked 
(on the contrary) is wholly made up of (infull thoughts and pur- 
pofes, and is in the middeft of them .- therefore God will call him 
to an heavy reckoning, fer. 6. r9. Revel. 2.23. 

Verf. 3. A man fall not be eflablijhed by wickedneffe] For hee 
layeshisfoundation upon fire work, and brimftone is fcatrered 
upon his houfe top: if the fire of God from heaven but flafh upon 
it, Twill be all on a light flame immediately. He walks all day 
upon a mine of gunpowder- - and hath God with his armyes ready 
to run upon the thickeft boffes of his buckler, and to hurle him to 
hell. How can this man be fure of any thing ? Cain built cities* 
but could not reft in them. Ahab begat 70Tonnes, but not one 
fucceffourin theKingdome. Phocas having built a mighty wall, - , 
heard from heaven ; Though thy walls were as high as heaven,fin “ » T * 
is under it and will fubvert it. As-«0^»ra^7o kakov, Sinne hath no rxiN'ivwl*' 
fettledneffe, et ioautos. 

But the root of the righteous frail not be moved ] For though (ha- » eroKss. 
ken with winds,yet they are rooted as trees: like a (hip atan- 
chour, they vvaggeup and down, yet remove not. God is my Rocl^, 

1 fall not be greatly moved, Pial. (52.2. Nay , I fall not be moved 
at all. verf. 6. the gates of hell cannot doit, Mat. 16.18. None 
can take them out of Gods hands, Ioh. 10. 28. for he hath laid 
help upon one chat is mighty, Pfal. 8p. 19. 

Verf. 4. vertuous woman is a crovrne to her husband] Hebr. 
vA valiant woman, an able hufwife, fuch as B.athfeba commends 
to her fon, Chap, 31. and as Paul delc.ribes, Tit, 2.4, 5. Shee is 

faid 



* A Comment arte or Kxpojition Chap. 12.. 

faidtobe a crown to her husband, not a ring for hi; finger, or a 

chrinc of gold for his neck, but a crown or garland for his head, 

a chiefe and choife ornamenc, as Sarah was to Jbra.um , as Ltvta 
;of f/i . to Angtsfius, as PlaciUa to Theodofius , as Nation**ns mother to 
k sk her husband, cFc. 

h i • Is as rottemefie in bis bones'] Not a difgrace only to him, but a 
a/-, difeafe and fuch a diteale as is far work then a quartan ague.* tor 
there be two "ood dayes for one bad ; but here a continual! paine, 
and hardly curable. The -wife man here exprefleth the mifcheife 
of an evil wife, by a very aptfimilicude. And that of Huron* is 
not much behind it, Sictit in ligno vermis , it a per ait virumfuum 
uxor malctica. As the vvorme eats into the heart of the tree and 
deftroves it: fo doth a naughty wife her husband. All evils fas 
elements) are moft troublefome, when out of their proper place 
as impiety in Profeilours, injuftice in Judges, diftonour and dif- 
comfort in a wife, . , _ rT r j <• 

Vert 5. The thoughts of the righteous tire right j He feeds his 
thoughts upon the beft objeds; thofe efpecially mentioned m 
that little Bible, Philip.*.*. Finally brethren, whichever things 
are true, whatfoever things are honeft,^. if ihenbeanyvertue, 
if there be any praife,think on thefe things. If worle.break in as 

they will, he juftles them out and rids the roomc or them. See 

the Noteonckip. 1K 23. _ , , _ , l 

Hut the comjels of the Wicked are deceit ] Notthe.r rafh thoughts 
onely, but alfo their deliberate ones are, how to circumvent ci¬ 
thers, or ro cloketheir own wickednefle. Every imaginatk u, 
6 ' the whole frame of their thoughts is evil, onely evil, and conti¬ 
nually evil. If good thoughts look into a wicked heart, they i.ay 
not there as thole that like not their lodging: The fiafhes oi 
[joi un inns may be difeerned into the darkeft pri ons. The ligat 
that (bines into an holy heart is conftant, like that of the Sunne, 
which keeps due times, and varyes notthe courk tor any of the a 
fublunary occafiors, . , n ; 

Verf. 6 . The words of the wickpd are to ip c h. w. itjor blood] As 
they think not, fo neither fpeak they the language ol the righte¬ 
ous Ye are the light of the world- and bccaufc the light Irands in 
1 the light of their wicked vvayes, as the Angel in 'Balaams way to 

his fin,therefore they hate the Saints*, and (as all hatred is bloody, 
leek their lives, mixing cruelty with their craft, as Cain, Herod, 
' j,ilian, See, The old ferpent lends them his lc\ en heads to plot 
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and his ten homes to pufh. Their own ftudy and exercife alfo 
hath made them expert and skilful in their hellifh trade; and the 
tafteof bloud hath made them as hungry as hounds after it. Thus 
I kept the ban-dogs at ft ayes end ( faid Nicholas Shotterden Mar¬ 
tyr) nocas thinking to eicape them, but that I would fee the 
Foxes leape above ground for my bloud, if they can reach it ( fo & Mon. 
it be the will of God ) yet we (hall fee them gape and leap for 

Hat the mouth of the wicked Jhalldeliver them]] Shall defend 
harmeleffe men that are helplefle, Prov. 24.11. Hence thofe ma¬ 
ny Apologies of Tertullian , Apollonius, cuLrnobius, and others 
for the Primitive Chriftians under perfecution. Hence we had 
that unparaileld pcece, ^n/vi»iInftitutions.^ which was written 
upon this occahon. Francis King of France willing to excule his 
cruelty exercifed upon his Proteftant Subjeds to the German 
Princes (whofefriendfhiphethendefired ) wrotetothem. that 
he only punifhed Anabaptiftsfor their contempt of the Scrip¬ 
ture?, and of all civill Government. Calvin , (though then but 
five and twenty yearesof age) notable to beare that blur caft fclllteriAnM j 
upon the Reformed Religion under the name of thole Sectaries, 
fet forth that excellent work, as well to vindicate the truth, as to 
plead for the innocency of thofethat profefled it. 

Verf. 7. The wicked are overthrown and are not j Say that the 
righteous cannot prevaile by their Apologies for themfelves and 
others, God will take the matter into his own hand, and avenge 
them,^1S.7. as he did the Primitive Chriftians,and the French 

Proteftancs, upon their mercilefle Perfecutors. , 

Tu vero Her odes fanguinolente time. 

As Beza warned Charles the Ninth Author of the Mafiacre. 

But the houfe of the righteous fhaH flatid] Gods houfe the 
Church fhall (as the Glofle applies this Text J The mount aine of 
the Lord Jhall. be exalted above all mount at ties .. 1 The Church as l.t is 
higheft in; the favour of God, fo it fhall be higheft in it felf: when 
the enemies (hall be in that place that is fitted: for them, the low* 
eft,that is the footftoole of Chrift. There is a Councelin heave^n 
will dafh the mould of all contrary Councils upon earth* 

Pfal.i. G audio quod Chriflus damims eft: alkqui tot us defterafr. , , . 

fem. I am glad yet that Chrift is King: For otherwifel thaul'd 
have been utterly out of hope, writes Ailconius to Calvin, up¬ 
on the view of the Churches enemies. 

O Verf. S. 
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Verf. 8 . A man {ball be 1 commended according to his mfdome ] 
And alt wifdome confi.ts in this, Vt Deum quis cognofcat & culat , 
faith Lattanrius, That a man rightly know andv.orfiiipGod. 
This did not Apollonius, whom yet PhiloFlratus com t.lender h,tfiat 
hwaivtu he was nam doRtis, fetffapiens , not inflrii< 3 fd v but bo rtl wifc (" See 
.'jkipolli the contrary fob.i 1.12) Nor Arckimides, who yet had the name 
iruvtffe. anc j note (faith Plutarch ) of a divine and not hums ne wifdome. 
^ ut ' Nor A riflutle, whom yet Averroes admiresas the very Rule and 
Copy that Nature invented, wherein to fet foith i heutmoft of 
humane pafe&on ; And ftu their faith, that his dodlrine wasthe 
chiefed truth, and his underftartdihg the utmoft extent of hu¬ 
mane wifdome. The<e were wife, I confeffe, in their generati¬ 
ons and fo accounted : But by whom? Not by Saint Paul; he 
had another opinion of them. See Rom. 1.22.2 3. 1 2 < 5 . Not 

by our Saviour, A/nt.i r.25. Nor by any that are rightly infrac¬ 
ted Wthe Kingdom of heaven, and have their lerfes exercifed 
to difeerne good and evil). 1 he Italians arrogate tothcmiclves 
the monopoly of wiidomt in that Proverb of theirs, halusfapit 
antefaflum, Hijpanusinfafto, Cjermanm fofi fafttrn Italians, 
fay they, both feeme and are wife: whereas Spania rds feem wife 
and arefooteS, Frenchmen feeme foolcs and are wife, Portugal 
neither are wife, norfo much' as feeme fo. Thu: the Jefaites 
fthofe great Clerks, Polititians, and Wifards of the world) 
do vaunt that the Church is the fouie of the World, the Clergy 
pf the Church, and they of the Clergy. But what faith that 
great Apoflle that kneW more then twenty of them? Hie thac 
glorieth,let him glory in theLord :fornor hfeibat commendeth 
himfelf is approved, (no nor he whom the World cries up for % 
wile-man) buthewhomtheLordcommendeth^^-io.ra. 

But he that is of a per verfe heart ] As all are that are not hea¬ 
venly-wife, and that {hew not out of a good convi'rfatipn their 
works with meeknefle of wifdome, Irfw.3.13,17.811c fodid hone 
1. of thofc heathen Sages, whom God for their unt harikfulnelTe, 

gave up unco vile afte&ions, and vitious converfatio 1 ; and fo fet 
a Noverint Vniverji, as it were, upon them, Know all men that 
thele. men know nothing aright, and as they ouj.ht to know; 
Pwfe^ng themfelves to be wife, they proclam e themfelves 
fbojes. 

Verf. Better is he that isdefpifed~\ Viz.. Of others, and hath 
no extraordinary opinion of himfelf, but flicks clofe tohisbufi- 

nefie 


upon the Proverb: 


nefie, and hath help at hand when he pleafes, a fervant at his 
beck and check. This was the cafe of Gmile actus Caracciolus that 
noble Marquefle in his exile at Geneva for confcience fake. Sec his 
life fet forth in Englifli by Mr Crafiaw. 

Then he that honour eth himfelf and lacketh bread~\ That {landing 
upon his Pantofles, and boafting ckf his Gentility ( as thofc 
Spanifh Hida/goes ) ruffle it out in brave apparre!, but hath not 
apenny in hispurfe, yea, not fometime food fufficient to pucin 
his belly. Spaniards are laid to be impudent braggers, and ex¬ 
tremely proud in the lowcft ebbe of Fortuoe: If a Spaniard have 
but a,Capon, or the like good diih to his fupper, you fhail find 
the feathers fcattered before his doorethe next morning. Hey • Gco & 

Verf 10, righteous man regardeth the life of his beaft~\ 

There be beafts^ «/«>», <£- adefum. Some are profitable alive, 
not dead, as the dog, horfe,e^£. Some dead, not alive, as the 
hog: fotrie both,as theOxe. Thereis.amercy to be flawed co 
thefe dumb creatures, as we-fee in j Eleaz,ar t Gen.z\. 3 2. And the 
contrary in Balaam, who fpurred his Afie tillfiie fpake,iV#w.22. 

27. Otherwife we (hall make them groane under the bondage 
of ourcorruption, Rom. 8.21. andhethatheares the y.oung Ra¬ 
vens may heare them : for he is gracious. The reflraint that was 
of eating the blond of deadbealls declared, that he would not Exod.u. 
have tyranny exercifed on them whiles they are alive. 

But the tender mercies cf the ivicked^ If any fuch thing there 
were; but they have no fuch bowels left, with Judas, no fuch 
tendernefie, fcarce common humility : Cannibal-like they eate 
up Gods people as they eate bread, feeding upon them afiye,and 
by degrees; and dealing by them as-the cruel Spaniards do by 
the Indians. They fuppofe chey fhew the wretches great favour, 
when they do not for their pleafure whip them with cords, and s. Frar.-Drace's 
day by day drop their naked bodies with burning bacon, which is Worlif cncOih 
one of the lead cruelties chat they exercife toward diem. In the i> af. 
fixth CouncJ’of Toledo it was enabled, that the King of Spume 
fbould fuffer none to live within his Dominions that profefle not 
the Roman Catholick Religion. In purfuance of which Decree, 

Philip King of Spainei aid, he had rather have no Subject then 
Protefiants: And out of a bloudy zeale '>uffered his eldeft Son 
Charles to be murdered by the cruel Ii.quifition,btcaufe he feem- 
ed to favour that profeflion When the Spaniards took Hcidcl- 
bergj they took Monfieur My Hus an ancient Jviinifter ; and after 
0^2, they 
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they had abufed his daughter before his eyes, eyed 2 fmall'cord 
about his head, which with truncheons they wrethe d about till 
they fqueezed out his braines. What fhould I fpeak of che French 
Maflacres, and late Irifli immane and monftrous muithers equal¬ 
ling, if not, exceeding thac ac Athens, taken by fy/A.’, which yet, 
m faith Appian was cAnMht <r&iy>) a merciles Maflacre O thac ofPto- 
lomeus Lathttrtts^xn^oi who flew thirty thoufand Jews 
at once, and forced the reftto feed upon the fiefh of their fi-fne 
fellows; Or laftly, that of the Jews committed upon the inha¬ 
bitants of C yrene, whom they not only bafely bui chered, but 
- ■ afterwards ate their fltfh, drank their bloud, and doathed them- 
felvej with their skins, as Dio relates in the life of Trajan the 
Emperour. 

Verf. ir. He that tilleth his land fh all be fatisjied, 2 rc.j} This is 
true of all other lawful callings manuallotmentall, the lweac of 
the brow or of the braiue. Sin brought in fweat, Gtn. 3.1 9* and 
now notto fweat increafeth Gnne; Men mud earne their bread 
before they eaie it, 2 Tbe/. 3.12. and be diligent in their callings 
to ferve God and Men, themfelves and others with the fatneffe 
and hveetmflfe thereof; and then they have che promife, they 

lhall be fed, Pfal: 37.7* ‘ _ . f . 

’But he that followeth vain Terfons , &c.J It is hard to be a 
Dum dc moi - good fellow and a good husband too. Qui aquo ani.no malts int* 
mifcetur.malwefty faith one, He that delights in bad company 
cannot be good. 

Verf. 12. T he wicked deftreth the net of evill men] i. e. He fo 
furioufly purfueth hislufts, as if he dtfired deftrudon, asifhe 
would ouc-dare God himfelf; as if the guerdonr of his grace- 
lellenefle would not come time enough, but he mufl needs runne 
to meet it. ThusThrafonical Lamech. fjert,^. 23. tlunkstohavc 
theoddes of God, feventy to leven. Thus the Princes of the 
Philiflims (whilome plagued) came up to Mizpeh againft JfraeL, 
(who were there drawn? water a. e. weeping abuncantly before 
the Lord J as ic were tofccch their bane. Thus Pope lulitts the 
third will have his Pork-flefh, aldcfpito dedio, And Doctor 
Story willcurfe £hjeen Elizabeth in his daily grace afore meat, 
and yet fay in open Parliament, that he faw nothing to be aOu- 
med of much lelfe to be lorry for, but that he had t.one no more 
againft the hereticks. yea againft the Queen her felt n the days or 
her Sifter Mary. This S/or; efcapingoutofFrifon,got to e^r- 

tverpy. 
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twerp, and there received Commiffion under Duke D'Al-va to 
fearch all fhips coming thither for Englifti Books. Put one Parker 
an Englifh Merchant; trading to Antwerp, laid his net faire Co ""f 

catch this foule bird,,cauGng iecret notice to be given to Story, __ 

that in his fhip wefe ftore of heretical books, with other mid- 
intelligences that might ftand him inttead. The Canonift con¬ 
ceiving that all was cock-fure, halted to the fhip,where with lboks 
very big upon the poore marriners, each cabbin, cheft, and cor¬ 
ner above-board were fearched, and fome things found to 
draw him further oti'; fothat the hatches muft be opened, which " 
feemed to be unwillingly done, and' great fignes of feare were 
{hewed bytheir faces. This drew on the Doftourco defeend im Sprcd.^ifl. ot¬ 
to the hold; where now in the-trap the moufe might well gnaw, great Brittain, 
but could noc get out; for the hatches went down, and the fails* f '°kn 74 - 
hoy fed up, which with a merry gale were blown into England, 
where ere long,’he war arraigried and condemned of high Prea* 
fon, and accordingly executed at Tiburne, as he-had well de- 
ferved. 

Verf. 13. The Wicked is fnared by the tranfgreffion pf his lips ,[] 

His heart is oft fo full of venome that ic cannot be hid, but bli- 
fters his tongue, .and breaks out at his lips to his own mine 4 , as it 
befell Storyy Campian , Garnet , and other PopHh poifoufull fpr- 
ders, who were fwept down by the hand of Juflite, and drew 
their hft threed in the Triangle of Tiburne. Detexit facinm fatu- 
us, cir non itnplevit; as Tacit tss faith of one that was fentbythe 
Senate to difpatch Nero, but bewrayed and betrayed- him- 

But the jufl [hall come out of trouble,J They fuffer fomerimes 
for their bold and free invedives againft the evils of the times,, 
orotherwife for difeharging their confciences: but they fiiail 
furely be delivered. There is yet one man, (faich Ahab) A-Iicaiah 
the fonne of Jmlah, by whom we may enquire of the Lord, but I 
hate him, for he doth not prophecy good concerning me, but 
evill. Ic is veiy probable that Micaiah was thac difguifed Pro¬ 
phet, w ho brought to tAhab the fearfull mdTage of difpleafure 
and death for Qifmifling Benhad.nl : for which he was ever fince 
fall in Priion, deep in diigruce. But God with the temptation 
madeawayfor him to clcapc, So he didfor Veter, Atts 12. 

PauliTim. 4. All the Apoftles, John Baplifi indeed Aa & M 

ivas without any law, r<ghr,. or reafon beheaded in prifon, as “ 

Q^j though. 
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aITs (^"‘though God bad known nothing at Mdhw.M\G»geMjJh 

W. u«i. theMarty-t. Andthe fame may be faidof fundry other fatthWl 
witneffes to the truth, but then by death they- entred mtohfe e- 
ternall, Mors fait anmnarum requies, which was (fhaucers 
Motto * befides-that, heaven upon earth they had during their 
troubles. Thilipgraved H#, beingftjongt.mePrifoner 
under Charles the fifth, was demanded what upheld him all that 
while, Refpondit divinas confolationes Martjrum ft fe sfi(fe , hean- 
fwered that he had felt thedivine comforts of the Martyrs, The 
be ft comforts are ufuajiy referved for w.orft tun es. 

Verf. 1 4 . es 4 manjhall bcfatiated With .good.fit*] Thereare 
empty vines that bear fruit to themfelves, Hof. _tn• i. And as 
empty caskcs found loudeft, and bafe mettalting Ihnllcft: fo ma. 
nv empty tatlers are full of difeourfe : fedcmbono } ^\\th\A. Plato 
and Xenophon thought it fit and.profiwhl ?i that jners fpeech« at 
meals fhould be written. AndLifChr^s ihpuld.fodo, what 

Mat, a ». kind of books would they be ? ; And i yet ; fon every die .word ao 

Mai.,. count muft be given; as for every good word there is a book of 

remembrance. Much fruit will redound by holy fp leches toour 
feives, much to others. PWfheweth chat the very report of his 
bapd&did a greatdeale of good inp/^Fhogfe. A poor .captive 
maid was the means of Naamans ,Convechop. As a terwards; the 
words ofhisfervants were greater m operation w»:h him, then 
the words of the great Prophet EHJb.u 'One fec fonable truth, 
falling upon a prepared heart, hathofc aftrongand fweet inbu- 
ence. Sometimesalfp though wekpow t-^at which we .ask or o- 
thers as well as they do; yet good fpeeches will draw us to know 
it better, by giving oc-cafion to fpeak more of ir, wnerewith the 
fpirit works more effeflually, and imprintsfit deeper; fo that it 
(hall be a more rooted knowledge then before; For that fauates 
the foule that is gracioufty known: and that is gratioufly known, 
that the fpirit fealsupon our fouls. In the morning therefore fow 
thvfeed. and in the evening withhold not thy band, tor thou 
know eft not whether (hall profper this or that, cr whether they 
both fliall be alike good, EcclcJ. n. 6 > 

<zs 4 nd the recompenf ? of a mam bauds [hall be nven unto him] 
He (hall eat the fruit of his doings, Ifa. 3.10. For thetalkofthe 
lips (if that be allj tendeth only to penury. Prov. M- 1 3 ; 
Nos non eloqnimttr magnafed vivimtu, fold they of old. Oagcm 
teaching and living were Paid to be both one. He cannot I00K to 
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be fatisfted with good by the fruit of his mouth, qui operibus de¬ 
firm quod retie docer , who fayes one thing and does another. A 
fmooth tongue and a rough hand carries away double judge¬ 


ment. 

Verf. 15. The way of a foot is right in his often eyes] He thinks 
his own wit bi^Confiiii fatis efi in me mibi ,he will not part with ^ rac ] inc a R* 
this Common-wealth of babies,for the tower of London. And ° v ‘ ' 
fuch a fool is every natural man, Job 11.12. wife enough, haply 
in his generation (fo is the fox too,) wife with fuch a wifedome, 
as (like the Oftrich wings) makes him out-run others upon .earth, 
and in earthly things, but helps him never a whit towards hea¬ 
ven ; nay hinders him and hangs in bis light, as it fared with the 
Pharifees. Mat. 21.31 Of fuch ic may be faid, as Quintilian faid 
of fame over weeners of themfc-lves, that they might have pro- . 
ved excellent fchoilersufthey had not been fo perfwaded already: 
fo might many have been wife, if they had not been conceited of 
their own wifedome * and faved, if not over?well perfwaded of 
their good eftate to God-ward. They dafpc andhug the barn 
of their own braine with the Ape, till they ftrangle it. 

—-a At parts Ht vivai regnetque beat ns 

*' • Cogipojfenegat. -- - , HocEp.*,. 

* 'But be that hearkneth to cdttnfell is wife] He that fufpeftirfg his 
own judgement, takes advice of wifer thenhimfelf, feldomc 
mifearnes. There is that felf-loye in many, that they think their 
Molehill a Mountain, their Keftrilan Eagle. their Gooie a Swan,. 

And beirfg lelf-conceiced, they lovetobe flattered. Not fo the 
wife man: He knows that humanism efierrare. And that Trifik 
mortalitatis privilegitwiefi lictre aliquando peccare. He is there¬ 
fore glad of good counftll, and thankfull for a feafonable re- 
roof. Let the righteous fmite me, 

Ver. 1 6. A fools wrath' is prefentlyknown] Health no power 
over his paflions. Hence £ zfoole, and fttddtnly, 

rafhly , is from the fame root, Like tow he is foon kindled, like a 
pot he foon boyls, and like a candle whole tallow is mixt with 
brine, a<= foon as lighted he fpitsup and down the ropme. A 
foole utterethall his mindc. Trov. 19.11. 1 he Septuagint ren* Qv^v,. 
derit all his anger. .For, as che Hebrews well note" in a Proverb 
they have, A mans mind is fooneft difeovered, bekis, bekosi be- 
cognos, in locnlis , in poculis t in ira 3 in his putfe, in his drink, in his 
anger. See my Common-place of Anger. 
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—- crntrethfumH By conc«lmg his wtath or 

rathrr by foppreffing it. when ic would break 01th to bis dif- 

grace,or the I'uft grief of another, ft fragile gUc.'s cccdu ,m 

mr,i Thiswas Sauls wifedome, 1 Sam. to. 27. hnifmmhMi, 
whenincehfed by his fathers frowardneffe, he went afliootmg, 

, 0! 2.2 5 And Ahajbuerojb, when in a rage againft Human, 
he walked into the garden. The PhUofofJer wtftred Auguftu* 
when anerv to fay over the Greek Alphabet -, Ambrofe defired 
to repeat the Lords Prayer, before h: decreed any 

th, Verf 17. He that fpeaketh truth Jheweth forth 
will be ready to help the truth in neceflity, and w: 11 do it boldly 
(as the word fignifiesj even with a courage, not budging for 
an Angels Authority Qal i ^Charity rejojeeth not w mnghteouf- 
„ e (f e Lut rewyceth in the truth, r Cor, 13,6. ■ ■ . 

But a falfewitneffe uttereth deceit] Coloured his fycophan- 
cies with plaufible pretences, and taceth down an untruth Pf/d. 
no 69 The proud have forged a He agamft me. The Hebrew 
hath iiU(f><unt mendacium mendacio, they ceke out one lie with 
another, they arc loud and lewd liars: as Egefnpxs faithiof Pt- 
, At . rhlt he was Vir tteauamzt paritifacicns methlactftm, Whats 
iruth ^faid hcTcornfully to our Saviour, q. d. Thy life is in que- 
flion,anddoftthou talk of'truth? 

Verf. 18. There is that /peaksth lies like the piercing , Crf.J 
Falfe witnefles do fo, with a witnejfe. As Doeg, ffal. 5. 2, and 
his fcllow-hackfters with their! withering weapons ip -.mads 
bones, pfal. 42.10. whereby they killed hima'.ivtf,. andbimed 
him iotheir throats, thofe gaping graves, ope ifepnlchrcs, A- 
-himilech wikis fellow-Priefts were killed with the tongue as 
with a tuck or rapier : fo was ;NMwi his forties, *>«««“ 
Saviour Chrift hitnfelf. Reckon thou Shmei and Rabjhakeh a 
mohg thefirft and chiefeft Kil-Cbrifts (faith one) becaufe ever 
an honeft minde is more affixed with words then with blows. 
You fhall finde tome (faith Erafmus) that if dea th bethreatned, 
can defpife it: but to be belied they cannot brock, nor from re¬ 
venge contain themfelves. How vyas David cm aged by iVabals 
Lay-lings ? Mofes by the Peoples murmurmgs ? Jerem) by the 
de rifions of the rude rabble, chap. 20. 7 , 8. 

Stit the tontine of the wife is health] Ota medicine, asthetenett 

is to the wounded fifties, or as that noble Lady Elianorj tongue 
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was to her husband Prince Edward, (afterward Edward the 
firft' who being traiteroufly wounded by a poyfoned knife in the 
holy land, was perfectly cured by her daily licking his rankling 
wounds, whilft he flept, and yet her felfe received no harme ; Speed, 
foveraigne a medicine is a good tongue annointed with the yer- Camden, 
tueoflovcand wifedome. Wholefome words as certain lalves 
or treacles, cure che wounds of afflitfed hearts, and extract the 
poyfon infufed by evill tongues. _ T , . 

Verf. 1 9. The lips of truth Jhall be cflablijhed for ever] Veritas 
odium parit : Truth breeds hatred; a good miftrefie fhc is, but 
he that follows her too clofe at heels mayhap have his teeth 
ft ni ck out. He that prizeth truth, (hall never profper by the po j- 
feftion or profeftion thereof, faith Sir Walter Rawleigh. This is libt ltC u 
moft true, (for moft part) of the truth of the Gofpel, Gal.n, 5. 
thedo&rine according to godlineffe, iTi'w.6.3. fweec in the 
mouth, but bitter in the belly. Rev. 10.9. very pleafanc m itfclf, 
hut the publiftaing of it, (whereby the fruit of it might come to 
the reft of the members ) is full of trouble and angui(h. How 
many faith mil witnefles ofthe truth have loft their lives in the 
defence of it ? All which notwithftanding, ihe lips of truth Jhall 
be effabiijhed, faith the Spirit here. Great is the truth, andftiall 
prevaile. He that lofech his life in Chrifts caufe,. (hall hnd ic in 
heaven His name alio Hull be famous upon earth, the generation 

of the upright (hall be blefled. . - . . 

The l)ina tongue is but for a moment] As is tobe feen in Gehezi, 
in tAnaniaf2nd Sappbira. in Deeg and other?, Pfal. 5,2 5, .God 
fhall likevvife dtftroy thee for ever, an4 root thee out of the land 
of the living Did he not deale fo by Julian,Ecebolim, Lat omits, 

'Bom’lius PendlctontfardingM other both ancient and moderne 
llcnegadocs and Apoftates. How are they brought into d e fo- 
Jution as ioa.moment ? they are utterly cornumed with terrOur. 

Deceit is in the heart of them. &c.] Incendiaries and 
Make-bates, Counfcliours of contention, have twenty devices to 
make trouble, andto put all into a combuftion ; but they (hall ei¬ 
ther be defeated of their purpofes, or have imall joy of their ac- 
chekements: witntllc our. late EngUth boncifeaus , -with the 
whole nation of I omit inns, whofe piacftile is to machinate nut- 
cheife and breed bate : being herein no le(Te dangerous then once 
thofe leweswere , who before they were banilhcd hence , threw 
R ‘ bags 
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bags of poyfon into the wells and fonntaines that the people were 
to drink of, and fo endeavoured to poyfon them all. Thej’uft 
judgement of God upon TSicolas Saunders Erieft; (the fire-brand 
of Ireland Anno 1580. fpent with famine , and foi faken of all 
fuccour) is molt worthy to bee kept in perpetuall n membrance. 
He being impatiently greived at the evil fuccefle of his rebellion 
with Earle Vefmond , and feeing that neither the Popes blefling, 
nor the confecrated banner,nor the plume of Phanix feathers (lo 
feid to beatleaft) fent from Rome could do him any help, loft 
himfelfandranftarkmad, wandringupand down in the moun¬ 
tains and woods, and finding no comfort, died mife rably. Thus 
God met with a rcftlefle and wretched man * and that foule 
mouth was flopped with famine , that was ever oper tofowfedi- 
tion, and ftirre up rebellions againft the ftate. 

But to the counfellour sofpeace there u joj~\ They fhall have peace 
for peace peace of conference for peace of countre y, pax pefto- 
risforpaxtemporu; they fhall becalledand counted thechildren 
of peace, yea the children of God , have the comfort and credit 
ofit, Matth.y.g. (fee the Note there) as Angst (hat Cafar^ and 
our Henry 7. had: who as he went into banifhmmc together 
ivith the publike peace, lb he brought it back with him at his re- 
curne; and was afterwards wont to fay j If we Princes fhould 
take every occafion that*s offered , the world fliould never bee 
quiet, but wearied with continual! warres, 

Vcrf. 21. There Jhall no evil happen to the juft J Fir ft, for evil of 
fin, God willnot lead him into temptation, but will cut off oeca- 
fions, remove ftumbling blocks out of his way: dev oratory evills 
(as Tertullian calls them) he fhall be fure not to full into. That 
Tv ill one Jhall not touch him , I foh.^.iS. vi<. ta(h: qualitative^ 

as Caietan expounds it y with a deadly touch; nibble he may at 
their heelcJ, but cannot reach their heads; fhake he tniy his chain 
atthem, but fhall not fee his fangs in them: orfo rarthrufthis 
fling into them, as to infufe into them the venome of that fume 
unto death, verf.ij. Next for evil of paine; Though many be the 
troubles of the righteous Pfal. 34. and they fall irto manifold 
temptations, fam.1.2. they gonotinftepbyftepirto thefe wa¬ 
ters of Mar ah > but fall into them, being as it were precipitated, 
plunged over head and earesyet are bidden to be exceeding 
glad, as a merchant is to fee his (hip come laden in. Their afifli- 
ftions are Wtpenall,. but probation*!,. not mortal, luc medicinal, 

&c> 
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&C. By this fhall the' iniquity of Jacob b e purged.and this is all 
the fruit, the taking away of his fin. Ifa. 27.9. Look how the 
fcourging and beating of a garment with a flick, drives out the 
mothes and the dull:, fo do afflictions corruptions from the 
heart; and theresno hurt in that, no evil happens thereby to 
the juft. 

But the wicked Jhall be filled With mifeheife [] To treafure upfin 
is to treafure up wrath, Rom. 2. Every bottle fhall be filled with 
wine, fer. 13.12. the bottle of wickedneffe when once filled with 
thofe bitter waters, will fink to the bottom .• the Ephah of wick¬ 
edneffe, when top full fhall be born into the land of Shinar, and 
fet there upon her own bafe. Zech, 5.8,11. Hee that makes a 
match with mifeheif, fhall have his belly full ofit, Hof. a? 17. 

Frov, 1414. he fhall have an evil, an evil, an onelj evil, Ez.eksj.%. 
that is, judgement without mercy, as St. James expounds it. 

Chap. 2.13. Nonfsirgethicaffliclio, as the Prophet Nahum hath 
\z, chap. 1. 9. afflidion fhall not rife up the fecond time : God 
will have but one blow at him, he fhall totally and finally be cut 
downe at once. The righteous are fmitten in the branches but the 
wicked at the rooty Ifa. 27.8. thofe, he corrects with a rod (yea 
with the rods of men, hominumdebilium, ofweakoroldraen, as 
the word fignifyes, 2 Sam.7. n.) but thefe, with a grounded 
ftaffe, Ifa, 30. 32. and yet the worft is behind too. Forwhatfo- 
ever a wicked man fuffers in this world, is but hell typical), it is 
but as the falling of leaves: the whole tree will one day fall upon 
them. It is but as a d rop of wrath forerunning the great ftorme, 
a crack forerunning the ruine of the whole buildingIt is but as 
a paying the ufe-mony required for the debt, that muft bepaydat 
laft. 

Vcrf. 22. Lying lips are abomination to the Lord] Who hath 
therefore threatnedto cut them off, Pfal. 12.3 and to broilc them 
on coales of Jumper, Pfal. 120.4. which burne fweetly, fiercely, 
laftingly : and to make them eate their falfe words, as Matter ^ & Moj> 
LeW'es of Manchefter made the Summoner (that came to fol. i8zy. 
cite his wife) eate the citation, by fetting a dagger to his 
heart. 

Hat they that deal trttely are his delight] He defireth truth in 
the inward parts, c I J fal. 51.6. and all his, are children that will 
not lye, Ifai. 61 . 8. they will rather dye then lye; Necprodam> 
neementiar, faid Lirmm in tAugufHm : Non ideo negare volo, tie 
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peream;/cdideo mentirinolo, nc peccem , faid that good woman 
upon the rack mentioned by Hierom. Asthey love in the truth, 
2 ^oh. i. fo they fpeak the truth in love, £^.4.15, andarethere- 
fore deare to the Father in truth and love, ijoh.j. ef pecially fince 
they do truth as well as (peak ic , i Job. 6. and. do not more 
delire to bee truely good then they hate to fee.n to bee To 
only. 

Verb 23. A prudent man concealeth knowledge J fc. Till hce 
finds a fit time to vent it: for then* the lips of the wife do fpread 
abroad knowledge, chap. 15.7. he is no niggard w here there is 
need, but lovesnot to ouciafh. Taciturnity is a vercuewith him, 
runius. lib. 4. "Tacitus a good hiftorian. Per ft. magnam rent fufiiueri pojfe non 
crednnt ab eo etiitaccre grave fit, The Perfians hole not him fit 
for great deployments that cannot keep cou.ifell, faith, 
Cnrtitu- 

But the heart offoolcs proclaimethfoolifitnefie^\ In it is, and out 
it muft : Pleni rim.irttm fmtt they can keep no cour.fel, hold no 
fecrets, muli needs tell all what ever come of it: ut uui r.ec tacere 
nee prudenter loquinorint , they can neither holdtbcii tongue, nor 
ufe it to purpole. The Moralift advifeth »oiyiv h k.ucoova eny» f 
Kiyitv either to fay nothing, or that which is better then nothing 
And Socrates\tt\ng asked by on^ how he might have the reputati- 
on of a wife man ? Firft, faid He , thou muft hold thy tongue 
oftner then fpeak: Secondly, thou muft learns how 10 frame 
thy fpeeches. 

Verf. 24. The hand of the diligent fij.ill be arc rule~\ i,c% Itfhall 
, make rich,and fo get preferment : for reginapecunL, Mony bears 

;■ the maftery, and is a common medler in moft bufind es. yjgatho . 

t clcs, by his induftry, gat to be King of Sicily , frmmvell to 

bee Earle of fifex, Cranmer to be Arch-bifhop of Canterbu - 
by. &c. 

But the Jlothftill ( or deceit full) Jhall be under tribute J Cajetan 
•r>n'bu renders it, 'Dolus erit ad liquefaPlionem. Deceitfull dealing lliall 
iicdi&um q^Ta me ^ c tonot hing. The fame word Jigniheth both melting and tri- 
paulatim ii- btite; becaufe too much tribute waftoth mens eftates: as wljen 
quefeere fad: the fpleen fivels, the reft of the body confumcs. King Jobns^x- 
faculta es* adtours received from hisSubjedls no leflefummes ofeurfesthen 
■ -feuxto:. of coyn: He gathered mony the finewes of war, but loft their af- 
fe(ftions,the joy nts of peace. He had a troubJefome rcigne, ill 
beloved of his people; and far a leJTe King, only by ftnvmg to 

be 
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be more then he was: the juft reward of violations; what tribute 
he payd to the Tope’s legac at his abfolution ( 8000 Markes, be- 
fides other huge fummeS; infomuch as that *fohn Florentinm the le- Mat, Paris. 
gat was nicknamed Fercnt'mus, for bearing away fo much mony) 

I need not here relate. And yet this King was not flothfull (for Speed. 
his endlefle turmoyles kept his body ftill in motion , his mind in 
paffions, and his prowefife in ure) deceitfull, I cannot deny him,in 
breaking promife withHis fubjecFsabout their juft liberties. But 
agreat part of that blame may well lye upon his Court-parafircs, 
who fuggefted, that now he was a King without a Kmgdome, a 
Lord without a dominion,and a Subjeftto his Sub/ecb,(j-'c.Wick- 
ed Counfellours, as it it were not enough to be above men. but y __ 
to be above mankind, as thofe Princes would be 3 that would not J,!K " 
be under the Law. 

Verf. 25. Heavinejfe in the heart of a man makrtb it fioop ^ 

Griefc is like lead to the foule,heavy and coldjit finks downward, 
and carryes the foul with it. A tfj- yd? i> mkothti Ppf-ni Kj.Te.y,)^ q j v( y* r< 
raw, How decrepit was David grown with much griefe at 70. \\,vls»ir‘de is 
years of age. The like we may fay of Iacob , who attained not to 
the dayesofthe years ofthe life of his fathers, Gen. 47.9. as be- il0KC Jf) be - 
iug a man of many forrowes. And this, fome think, was the r t a- fo 

fon that our SaviourChrift, at little paftthirty, was reckoned to wkokfoim- 
be toward fifty, loh. 8.57. Hewasthe manthathad fecn affli<ft,on tretb.bur being 
by the rod of God's wrath. Lam 3.1. • _ once ink:. 

But a good Veord maketh it glact\ Such as was that of our Savi- 
our to the poor Paralytick.jWw,^ of good cheat , thj fins are for¬ 
given thee. The promifes are called a good word, ler. 29. 10. 

16 David found them, Pfal.i 1 . Phyfick for the foule (more < w 

truely fo called then the library at Alexandria) cordials of com- * 
fort, breafts ofcor.folation, /fa. 66. 11. wells offalvation. Ifay ,!tT S- ia ' 

J 2.3. i^.AKTim mijcriarttm (as Plato faid of Wine and Mufick) _ 
that which mitigates man’s mileryes: and without which wine, 
mufick, merry company drc. will prove but miferable comforters 
and at the beft, but the devils Anodynes. 

Verf 26. The righteous is mere excellent then his neighbour ~) 

Let him dwell by vvhomfoever; he is ever abetter man.then his 
neighbours: he is a Prince of God amongft them; as Abraham 
was amongft the Hittites. The Jewes fay, that thofe 70. faults 
that went with iacobinio Egypr, wereasmuch worth as ail che 
70 nations in the world. . Nemo me major nifiqtti jufthr, faid A- 
R 3 gefilaiis 
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' geftlms when he heard the King of Per fa ftiled The great King; 

i.e.I acknowledge none more excellent then my felljunleffe more 
righteous: none greater, unlefie better. Upon all tire glory (hall 
be a defence, If a .4.5. there i?, upon all the righteotu , thofe onely 
glorious, thofe excellent of the earth, Tfal. 1 <5.2. that are fealed 
up to the day of redemption, epb;^. 30. Now what oevcrisfcal- 
ed with a feal, that is excdlentin its ownkinde, us If a. 28.25. 
hordeum fignatum excellent barly. The pooreft vill age is an Ivo¬ 
ry palace, in quo eft Paftor &credentes aliqtti, faith Luther , if it 
have in it but a Minifter and a few good people. 

But the rvay of the nickedfeduceth then t} i.e. The wicked will 
not be perfwaded of the juft mans excellency; he cannot difeerne, 
nor will be dra wn to beleeve chat there is any liich gain in god- 
Jinefle, any fuch worth in well-doing, any fuch difference betwixt 
the righteous and the wicked, betwixr him that ferveth God,and 
him that ferveth him not. He Therefore goes another way to 
work,but is fearfully fruftrated: For who ever yetfc ardened him- 
felfagainft God, and profpered ? lob 9.4. They think them- 
fclvesYarbecterthen the righteous : and fo they were indeed, if 
they could finde that felicity in wicked wayes which their 
deceitful hearts promife them. But this they can never 
doe. 

Verf. 27. The flothfull ( or deceit full) man roifteth not that 
which he tool^ in hunting'] He (hall never enjoy his evil-gotten 
goods: but though he heap up lilver as the duff, an d prepare rai¬ 
ment as the clay, he may prepare it, but the juft fiall put it on, 
and the innocent (hall divide the filver. Job 27.1 6 ,3 7. I read of 
a falfe butcher that having ftolen an Oxe, and caufe i it to be dreft 
on his wedding day, was on that very day appreheided, and not 
long after executed. I read ofTecehus t the Popes pardonmonger 
in Cjermanj .that having by faleof indulgencesferaped together a 
huoemafl’e of mony and returning for Rome, he wasmetandea- 
fedofhiscafh by an odde fellow; who being afterwards profe- 
cuted for a felon, produced a pardon for future (innes granted 
him by T ere/i«jhimfelf, and being thereupon acquitted by the 
Judge, he roafted that which that other old fexhad taken in 

bunting. r . . , 

But the fubfiance of a diligent man is precious J Great in value, 
whatfoever it be in quantity = as afmall box-ful ofpearlcs, are 
more worth then mountaines of pibblcs. Pfal. 37 16, Prov. iy. 

JO. 
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16. and verf. 1. The houfe of the righteous hath much treafure, 

F though there be bur cnrtafupellex, Res angufta domi\ he is without 
that care in getting,feare in keeping, griefe in lofing,thofe three 
/ell vultures that feed continually on the heart ofthe rich World¬ 
ling, and diflweeten allhis comforts. /*£*,/that dwelt in tents, 
and tended theheards,had Inbatt® his brother the father of Aftt» 
fiek^- labat and lubaf diligence ahd complacence, good husban¬ 
dry and a well-contenting fuffjriency dwell ufually toge¬ 
ther. 

Verf. 28. In the nay of righteoufneffe is life] And life fin any 
fenfe) is a fweet mercy, a precious indolence. Life natural is but 
a little fpot of time between two eternities, before and after: but 
it is of great confequence ( for ex hoc moment0 pendet atemitas ) 
and given us for this purpofe,that glory may be begun in grace and 
we have a further and further entrance into the kingdome of 
heaven here, as Peter faith. 2 Ejr. 1. ir. 

And in the paththereofthere U no deatlff Chrift hath unftinged 
the firft death,and made it of a puni(hment a benefit ;of a pofterne 
to let out temporal life, a ftreet-doore to let in eternal life. M° rs janua. 
Surely thebitterneffe of this death is paft tothe righteous there is vita v porta 
no gall in it (as the Hebrew word there figmfyes) nay there is 
hony in ic, as once there was in the corps ofSampfonsdezd lion. 

And for the fecond death,there is no danger; for they (hall pafle 
from thejaWesof death to the joyes of heaven; Yea, though hell 
had clofed her mouth upon a child of God , it could as little hold 
him, as the whale could Jonah; it muft (perforce) regurgitate,and 
render up fuch a morfel, 


CHAP. XIII. 

Verf. r. Anife fon heareth his fathers tuftruEHonf 


H Eb, is the inftruttion (ordifcipline) ofhu father: be wasnot . 

natus fapiens (as Apollonius) fedfaBtts ,. not born wife to P ,loftratu, ‘ 
falvation, but made fo by his fathers di(cipline, as SoJomon y Prov. 

4.4. See the Note there. 


c 


'Rtft a fcorner heareth not rebuke] Ot.heareth and year eth.zs Lots 
foas^inlaw^as Eiie's fonnes; and (afterward ); Samuels. Samuel 
k v fucceedi' 
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fucceeds Eli in hiscrolfc as well as. in his place;, dough not in his 
fin of indulgence. God will (hew, that grace is by gift, not by 
inheritance, or education. Ciceroni degenerem fuijjeplium confiaty 
Crfapiens Me Socrates liber os habuit matri Jimili>res quampatri 

faith Seneca. Cicero' had, a fonne nothing like him: fo had Si 

^Yerf. 2. A man {ball eat. good byt.be fruit of bis mouth} See the 
Note on Chap. 12.verf.14. and.on Chap. lo.ver.S. and on Mat. 

12. 37. 

Verf. 3, He that keepethhis month 3 As the gU ird keepech the 
gates in,afeige._. God hath fee. a double guard of lips and teeth 
before this ®ate : and.yet unlefle hee hirofelfe fei the watch, and f 
keep the do^r, all will be loft, Ty^/. 14*. 3. 

'Ettt he that openeth wide his lips'} As (lie did he' feet, to multi¬ 
ply her whoredemes, E<ef i6.2<j. Ke^y-int G aping-mouthed 
men are noted for fooles by Lucian and Ariftcpbanes^ An open 
\rab, moyth is a purgatory to the Mailer, fay we. And cave neferiat 
fit. I. lingua tua collum tuum , fay the Arabians in their Proverb j Take 
heed that thy tongue cut not thy throat. 

Verf. 4. The Joule of the fluggard defir eth &c~} Fully & non 
vult pi^er (fo the Vulgar reads icj The Guggr rd wou'd.and he 
would not - he would have the end , but hec would not ufe the 
meanes; be would fic at Chrifts right hand, but he would not 
drink of his cup, or be baptized with his. bapfane. Lyra com¬ 
pares thefe men to Cats thac would faine have ftf a, but are loth 
to wet their feet. (This is anEngliGi Proverb; for Lyra was a 
s famous EngliGi Jew, and flourifhed in the.year; of grace 13204 
Affedtion without endeavour is like Rachel , beautiful, but bar¬ 
ren. 

But thefoule of the diligent {hall be made fat} i.e. Thofe that 
work as well as vvifli, thac adde endeavours to their defires, as 
zCor.S.11. David ravillied with the meditation of the good 
mans bleflednefle, prefencly conceives this defite andr ucfuesic 
not, Oh that I had this h.ippixejfe! blit, Oh taat 1 could ttje the 
means , that my n 'ayes Were fo direSled, Pfal. i i o. 4, 5. 

Verf 5. Arighiaausman batetb'lyiug}- Haten it as hell, Rom* 
y ivU; ‘ i2 'P' 1 hateand.abhore lyingfairh c bavidy c P{tl 119.1and 
yet among ocher corruptions, he had an inclination to this finhe. 
See how roundly he tels three or route lyes togu&er, 1 Sam. 21.2. 

8. and 1 Sam. 27.8,10. but he both hated it in h tttlelf, and praydl 
againftit. TfaU 119.29. * But^i 
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But a wicked man is lothfome} Stinks above ground 5 a Iyer c- 
'becially is looked upon a, a 7 >efi. Riches cannot make a man fo 
graceful, as lying will difgrace him •• for a poor man walking inhu 
integrity s is better then a rich man that U a Iyer. Prov. 19. 22, 

Hence che Iyer denves his own lye, becaufe he isafliamedto bee 
taken wich it. Some read it thus; A wicked man mekfth others 
loAtbfomey and caftetb-Jbame upon them, fc. by railing or reporting 
lyes ofthem, by blafting or blemilhingtheir good names. Thus 
Core and his complices fought to call an Odium on Alofes , The 
Pharifees upon ourSaviour, the Arrians upon Athanafius , the 
Papifts upon wiclijfe, whom Bimus Ganders for his milling the 
Biftioprick of tVorcefler , to have fallen upon that fuccefleful con¬ 
tradiction • like as the fpiteful Jewes faid Paul did, becaufe . 
he could not obtaine the high.Priefts daughter to wife. bpiphan. 

.. Verf 6 . Righteoufneffe keepeth him that is upright} That,though 
belyed or otherwife abufed, he will not let go his integrity, fob 
27.5. Davids feet Good on an even place, Pfd.26.12. The 
Spoufe.though defpoiled of her veile, and wounded by the watch, 
yet cleaves dole to Chrift. 5. Not but that the belt are 
fometimes difquietcd in fuchcafes.- for not theeveneft weights, 
but at their firlt putting into the ballance, (omewhat fway both 
parts thereof, not without feme Grew of inequality 1 which yet 
after fome little motion , fettle themfeives in a meet poize and 
pollute. 

Tint wicktdrttffe over throweXh.the finfcr 3 Hcbf. the Jiff ^ 2S if the 
man were transformed into linnes image. What is the tranfgref- 

fion offacob ? is it not Samaria , Mic. i. y. Tuhttlm cjuidam 

paulo ftpra C tceronem Prat or fait: homo tdm projeBe improbusut Lipf Aptlq. 

cysts nomen non hominis,fed vitii ejfevideretur, faith Lipfius, The 

Pope is called the man of fin, iThef.^.z. to note him Merum 

feelu s, faith Beza, made up meerely of fin. 

Verf. 7. There is that make thhimfe If rich} Such 
fas the witty Grecian calleth them) there are not a few, that 
Wretch their wing beyond their neft, that beare a port beyond 
their cftare,that trick up themfelvs with other mens plumes,laying 
ic on above meafure in cIothes,faire building <£r.when not worth 
a groat, but dye in prifon, or make a fraudulent compoficion. This 
is no better before God then rapine and robbery. 

There is that makes himfelf poore &c.} As the new-elecTed 
Pope doth, wheninhisLateranproceflipn, he calls among the' 

S people 
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people peices of braflc and copper, faying, Silva and gold bate 
B.iiafi Serm./ none, hut fuchas I have I give you. So the Frieis are a race of 
people (faith One that hath been long amongft them ) that are 
Spcc.Europ. .alwaies vowing Obedience, but ftill contentious: Chaftity, yet 
moftluxurious: Poverty,yet everywhere fcrapihg and covetous. 
No Cappucine may take or touch (liver: at the offer of it he ftarts 
back, as Mofes from the Serpent: yet he carries a joy with him 
that cakes and carries it, and never complaines of either metall, 
B. Hals Rpift. or meafure. Wc had in King Stephens daies a rich Chancellour 
GodwCatal England, who yet was and would be called Roger paupere 
° W ‘ 3 3 ’ cenftt. 

Verf. 8 . The ranfome of a mans life are bis riches 3 They may 
help a man out at a dead lift, and get him a releale out of capti¬ 
vity, or a leafe of his life. Slay us not fay they (j*r .41.8.) for 
we have treafures in the field, &c. So he forbore and flew them 
not among their brethren. Some reade it thus, The price of a 
mans life are bis riches. It coftshim his life that he is rich, as 
Naboth, and as many Turkifh Vifters. In the daies of Caligula 
DioinCalie. the Tyrant, publicum crimen fuit , divitem fui]fe t it was crime 
e enough to be rich; And in the reigne of Henry :he fecond of 
France, many were burned for Religion as was pietended: but 
indeed, to fatiate the covetoufneffe of Diana Pale: tinathe King’s 
Tj.n , ~ n . Miftris.tq whom he had given all the confifcations of goods made 
ccl of Trent, in theKingdome, forcaufe of herefie. 

387. ’Butthepoorehearethnot rebuke^ Hefcapes many times as not 

confidetable, as not worth a chiding,as under-law. In a Tragedy 
.there is no place fora poor man.but only to dance, as Arrian hath 
obferved uponEpifletus. 

Verf. 9. The light of the righteous rejoyceth 3 As the Sun re- 
fur "c° tfn' j°y ccth t0 run race, and feemeth fometimes to fuffer ecclipfe, 
fed ^videtur hut doth not. A Saints joy is as the light of the Si n, fed by hea- 
uutum paci. venly influence, and never extinft, but diffufed th rough all parts 
of the world. 

Butthe Lamp of the wickedJhall be put out 3 Their joy is but 
as the light of a candle, fed bybafe and {linking 1 natter, foone 
wafting and ending in an offensive fnuffe. The ligl it of the wic¬ 
ked (hall be putLOut, and the fparke of his fire f aallnot ftiine. 
The light (hall be darke in his Tabernacle and his < andle fhall be 
Apuleiusia put out wkh him. fob 1 $.5,6, Ecquandone vidijli flammam fii- 
Apolog. ft*ld exortam claro ftrepitu, largo, fulgorc, cito incremento, fed 

enim 



Chap. 13. upon the P roy e k b & 

enim materia levi, caduco incendio,nullis reliquiis? Salomon com- 
pares it fitly to a handfull of brulh.wood, or feare thorne under 
the pot. Ecclef.7.6. 

Verf. 10. Only by pride cometh contention, 3 Hebr. dabit jur- 

glum. Pride if there be no caufe of contention given f will make 

it. Tranfcendo, non obedio,per turbo, is the Motto written upon 
prides tripple-croivn, A proud perfon is full of difeontent 
nothing can pleafe him, &c. Juft like one that hath afwelling 
in his hands, fomething, .or other toucheth it ftill, and driveth 
him to out- cries. Pride maketh a man drunk with his owq con¬ 
ceits, Hab.2.5. The proud man is as he that tranfgreffcth by wine : 

And drunkards we know are quarrelfome. The Corinthians had 
riches, and gifts, and learning; and carried aloft by thefe waxen 
wings, they domineered and defpifed others,. 1 Cor. 4.8. they 
were divided and difeontented, iCw.3.3. and thefe over-flow¬ 
ings of the gall and fpleen came from a folneffeof bad humours. 

Pride is a dividing diftemper -* gouty fwoln legs keep at a diftance: 
bladders blown up with wind fpurt one from another, and will 
not clofe: but prick them,and you may pack a thoufand of them 
inalittleroome. 

But w{th the well.advifed is wifdome'] Thcmeeknejfe of wifdome ,- qc- 

(as Stfames hath it ^4/1.3.13.) of the whichwe may well fay as 
TertuUm faid to Felix. All, 24.2. By thee we enjoy great quietnejs . 

It was a great trouble to Haman to lead Mordecai's horfe, 
which another man would not have thought io.. The moving of 
a ftraw tcoubleth proud flefti: whereas humility if compelled to 
goe one mile, will go two for a need: yea, as far as the (hoes of 
theGofpelof peate can carry it. The wifdome from above is 
peaceable, lames 3. 

.Verf. it. IVealthgotten by vanity Jhallbe dirntni/hed] % wo- „ 
le q site fit is vix gaudet tertius hares. Ill gotten goods flie away ° rat ' 
without taking leave of the owner: leaving nothing but the! 
print of talons to torment him. Prov. 23.5. Many when they 
bavealolfe in their riches, it is as it were raked out of their bel¬ 
lies, Job 20.15;. A peece of their very heart goes with it. 

But he’that gathereth by labour, fhaH encrcafe] Howbeit 
fometimes it is Otfaerwife; Adafier , we have laboured all night and T u k' 4 * 
taken nothing. Behold, is it not of the Lord of Hofts, that the 
people (hall labour in the very fire, and the people (hall weary 
themfelves for very vanity? Hab. 2.13. Thcrcisacurfeupon 
Si un- 





1^2 A Commentary or Expofiiim Chap.rg, 

unlawful practices, though men be industrious, as in lehojakpm, 
Jer.12. 

Verf. I Hope deferred maheth the heart fickf\ Hopes houres 
ate full of eternicy : and how many fee we lye languishing at 
Hopes Hoffitall, as he ac the poole of "Bethejda ? Spes in terrenis 
inccrti nomen boni: Jpes in d.ivinis nomen eft ccrtiffnm, Heb. ii. I. 

Hope unfailable, Rom. 5.5. is founded upon lakh unfained, 

3 Tim. 1.5. 

:Butwhenthe defire commeth~\ As come it will to. thofe that 
wait patiently upon God .-.(lor Waiciiig is but hope^ndtruft length- 
ned) Deoconftji, nunquanS confttft. The vifion is but for an ap¬ 
pointed time; therefore wait, Hah.2.3. yoir fhali be well paid 
for your patience. We are .apt to antedate the Promifes, and 
to fetGodatime, as they ( Ier.8. 20.) looked for lalvation at 
Summer at fivrtheft : We are fhort-breached, (hort-fpirited; 
Buras God feldomecota^ at olir time, fo he never failes at his 
own .• and then he is moft fweet, becaufe mod feafonabfe. 

Verf. 1 3. Who fo deftifetk the Word, fall he defrayed ^ B'ifhop 
’Botmtrj Chaplaine called the Bible (in fcorne) iis little pretty 
lindin. pan. GodsBook. Gijfordand. Rain olds faid.it contained doftrinam pe~ 
lib. 1. cap.?, ngrinam tlrange doflrine, yca/ome things profane and Apocry- 
. phal. The more model! Papifts account Tradit onsthe touch- 
rium^Bclh" Gone of doftrine, and foundation of faith: And repute the 
Scriptures to be rather a kind of ftorehoulc for advice in matters 
of Religion.. We account them the divine beafrii.*, and mod ex- 
aft ballince. ( C'or&$nim4mBci , the heart and foule of God, 
as Gregdry calleth them; the bed fortrdfe agiiift errours, as 
Auftin,&c. though fome of our fublimated Seda :ies blafpheme 
that blefled Book as a dead letter, and a beggerly element. 

Bat he that feareth the Ccmmatidement J That honourcdl the 
Scriptures, and trembleth ac the word preached,a; King Edward 
the lixth did, (that fecond lofiah) and as Queen Slizabcth (his 
fweet filler Temperance, as he ufcdto callher) who when the 
Bible was prefented to her as {he rod triumphantly thorough 
London after her Coronation, the received the fame with both 
her hands: and killing it, laid it to her break, faying, that it 
had ever been her delight, and fhould be her Rule of Govern¬ 
ment. 

Verf.. 14. T he law of the wife is as a well of life ] Or, the Law 
to the. wife, is afountdine^ &c, whence he may druw the beft di~. 

T*“‘ .", "* “ ’ Kflfe 
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^Sons and helps to hohneffe and happineffe. It confines him 
to live in that element where lie would live ( as if one were con¬ 
fined to Paradife where he would be) though there were no fuch 
Law The wicked, on the contrary, leaps over the pate after 
profit aodpleafure, and falls upon the fnares of deathas Shi - 
^ifought his fervants, loft himfelf. .. 

Verf. 15* Good under {landing givetb favour J- See this exem¬ 
plified in lofepb, David f, Daniel, Patti, 27. 43 * & 28.2. 

God oft fpeaketh for l'uch in the hearts of their enemies, who 
cannot blit admire their piety and patience, and fpend more 
thoughts about them then the world is aware of; as Darius did 
about Daniel when caft into the Den. Natural confhencc can¬ 
not but do homage to the Image of God ftamped upon the na¬ 
tures and workes of the godly,-when they fee in them, that which 
is above the ordinary nature of men. or their expe&ation, they 
are afraid of the name of God, whereby they are called, Dent. 
a 8 P , o’ and are forced to fay, Surely this is 0 wife and under ft and- 
ingnat isn, Dent. 4.6 . Qod is jn this people of a truth, 1 Cw, 14.25* 
Certainly this was a righteous man, Lukjl 3. 47 * 

But the Way of tranfgre(fours is hard ] Or rough and rugged. 
Satan is a rough hatfh Ipirit, ( hence devils are called S Ixegmnm, 
hairy ones, Levit. *7.7. Sacyres, 1(A. 34.1 4 - )- So are all his- 
an feirce, heady,high-minded, zTim, 3.3,4- hvmgm ma¬ 
lice and envy, hateful and hating one another, Tit. 3.3. Such 
were Ifhmacl, Efatt, Saul, Antiodws, (that.little Antichrift) the 
Pope that fuTa^ei^and our the third; who w.?ll know¬ 

ing it was no good policy to play the devill by half deale, re 0 * 
ved to leave never a rub to lye in the way that might hinder t e 
running of his bowk: and hence was he fo infinitely hated ot 
all. 

Verf. \6. Every prudent man dealeth with k»owledge~fQbiCt\'CSr 
circumfUnces; and deports himfelf with diferetion; thrufts not. 
himfelf into unneceflarv dangers, carvesnota peece of his heart 
but to thofe he is well allured of. See an inftance of thisprudence. 
in Ezra char $.21- i\\Nchetniah,((hap.i^. He calls it not the 
place of Gods worfhip,. (fuch an expreffion that Heathen King 
might have dilgufled ) but the place of■ his.fatb^ Sepulchres;}- 

in Either, who concealed her (lock, and kindred tilUhe^lavv hec 

time in Chrifl,when he was tried for hislifc: ; in Tattl, Alt. 23.- 6. 
&^tT.ip.iaheHvedtwoyeares at ephejus. andfpake notm ^ 
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againft the worftiip of their great Goddeffe Dian^Verf^y. The 
prudent (hall keep fiiencein an evil time. zAmos^ 13. ’Tis not 

good provoking evill men thac are irreformeable: nor fafe pul- 
ling a beare or mad dog by the care. 

But afoolc layeth open bis folly 3 Tlajbeth it, and fetteth it a 

fuming, as it we,re, by his headlong headftrongexorbitancies-, 
by his inconfiderate courfes he openly bewraies and proclaimes 
what he is: he fees his folly upon the cliffe of the rock, that it 
flaould not be covered, E&k.24. 7. 

Verf.i 7. A wicked mejfenger falletkintomifehief ? ]] Incurs the 
difpleafure and juft revengeot them that fent him.- Or at kaft, of 
God, in cafe of their flacknefle. How-much mor; then wicked j 

Miniftcrs, thofeMeflfengersof the Churches, 2Cr. 8.23. that W 
mvVI' do thc Lords work Mghgtnlh that corrupt his mellage, 2 Cor.2, * 
tt '~ vuv ' 17. that huckfter it and handle it craftily and covet oufly, calling 
good evil, and evil good, &c. who is blind but m / fervant ? or 
deafeas my meffenger ? If*. 42. ip. Such an EmUfladour was 
once worthily derided in the Roman State. As at another time, 
a certaine ftranger coming on Embaffage to the Senatours of i 
Rome, and colouring his hoary haire and pale cheeks with ver¬ 
milion hiew, a grave Senatourefpying the deceit, lood up and 
faid, what [merity are We to expeft of this man's bands, Xvhofc 
locks , and looks, and lips do lyc ? It was an honeft complaint of a 
Popifh Writer, We (faith he) handle thc Scriptu re, tantmnt 
nos pafeat & vefliat , that we may pick a living 011 of it.- and t 

are therefore fain to preach placeatlt, and fo to pu' men into a £ 

foolesparadife. Btit fhallthey thusefcape by iniquity ? Pfal. J6. 

7. have they no better mediants? 

But a faithful Embafiadour is health J To him that fendeth him, 
tothofehe isfentto, and to himfdf; So is a faid:full Minifter 
chat delivers the whole counfel of God, all that he lath in Com- 
miflfion. ^er.\. 17. £>*4.3.17. 

Verf. 18. Toverty and Jbame~\ Thefe two are fitly fet toge¬ 
ther; for poverty is ufually flighced, if not foamed. lames 2. 16. ; 

Nil hahet infetix paupertas durius in fe \ 

fjhsdmeju'od ridiculos homines facit. - 

The world'looks oyer a poore, though vertuous man. Luk> 

XJ. This thy fonjnot this mj brother. And why? but becaufe 
in poverty. Howmuthmore an nncounfelable and incorrigible 

man, 
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man, as here, and that Prodigal had been, till he came to him- 
felfe 

Tut he that regardeth reproofe, Jhall be honoured ^ Though not 
haply enriched, he fhall be of good account with the wife and 
godly,though in meaner condition. Mafter Vox being asked whe¬ 
ther he knew fuch an honeft poor man,whohad received fuccour 
& good counfell from himin time of trouble,anfwer z&,lremem¬ 
ber him well-, i tell you 1 forget Lords and Ladies to remember 
fuch. 

Verf. ip. The defire accomplijhed is fixe et to the foul~\ Tot a vita 
boni Cbrijiiani fanttum defiderium eft, faith Align fine. The whole 
life of a good Chriftian is one holy defire : he even fpends and ex¬ 
hales himfelf in continuall fallyes as it were, and exprefTions of 
ftrongeft affedion to God, whom he hath chofen, and with 
whom he hath much fweet intercourfej he cannot be at reft with¬ 
out Somecommings in from him every day; And then Othe 
joyes, thejoyes, the unconceivable jojes 1 as fhe once cryed our. 0 Mrs Kath. 
that joy l Omy God, when Jhall l be With thee? Thefe were the Brctcer &h. 
dying words of the young Lord Harrington : He was in heaven 
aforehand, as having let out his holy foule into God, thefoun- b U "jf c §™‘ ck 
( taine of all good. y r ‘ oc ’ 

' Tut it is abomination to fools to depart from evilQ To be pulled 
from their vaine delights, though never to finful, never fo deftru- 
flive: Efau for a meffe of pottage fold his birth-right. Cardi¬ 
nal Bur bon would not part with his partin Paris, for a part in 
Paradife, Theotimus in Ambrofe, being told that intemperance 
would be the Ioffe oThis eye-fight, cryed out, vale lumen amicum . 

He would rather lofe his fightthen his fin.-fo doth many a man his 
foul.The Panther loves mans dung,they fay,fo much, that if it be 
hanged a height from him, he will leap up and never leave till he 
hath burft himfelf in pieces to get it: andthisisthe way they get 
that creature. Like policy ufeth Satan, by bafe lulls to draw 
many to hell. It was a fpeech of Gregory Nyjfen ; He that does but 
hear of hell, is without any further labour or ftudy taken off 
from finful pleafttres. Mens hearts arc grown harder now 
adays. 

Verf 20. He that walketh with Wife men, fljall be wife\ He that 
comes where fweet fpices and ointments are ftirring, doth carry 
away fomc of the fweet favour, though he think not of it.- fo he 
that converfeth with good men.foailget good. Holincffe is fuch. 

aa 
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an E/ixar, as by Conta&ion, (if there be any difpoftion of good- 
nefle in the fame mettal) it will render it of the property. A child 
having been brought up with Plato, and afterwards hearing his 
< a ‘ra father break out into rage and paflion, faid, l nave never feen 
T'cZ the like with 'Plato. 

Tint a companion of fools (hall he broken) There is an elegancy 
in the Original that cannot be tnglilhed. Bede by acompanion 
or friend of fools here, underftands thofe that tak: delight in Je- 
fters, Sta°e-players, and fuch idle companions, ur profitable bur¬ 
dens , — [rages confrmere nati, the botch and canker of the 
Common-wealth. Theatra jttvenes corrumpunt , faith Blato, 

, -—ludi prahentfemina neqtiitia, faith Ovid. The Lacedemonians 

riutarc . wou |d not a d m i c 0 f them, that fo they might not heare any thing 
contrary to their laws, whether in jell or in earne ft. And Hemp 
the third Emperour of Cjermanj, when a great fort of fuch fel¬ 
lows flocked together at his wedding, fencthem all away, not 
Fane, chron, allowing them fo much as a cup of drink, 1044. 

Verf. 21. £v'tllpurfueth /inner/) Hard at heels. Flagitium & 
flagellum, ut mm & filum. Sin and puniihmenr a - e linked toge¬ 
ther with chains of adamant. Offinne we may fa^ as 1/idore doih 
of the Serpent, Tot dolores , cjttot colores , fo many colours, fo ma¬ 
ny dolours: The wages of iinne is death, but the gift of God is 
eternall life, Rom. 6. tdt. The fame in effe<ft with this fentence of 
Salomon. 

"But to the righteous good Shall he repaid) Or hc,(that is God.) 
fhaii repay good. Now he is a liberal paymafter, end all his retri¬ 
butions arc more then bountiful. Never did any yet dooriuffer 
ought for God that complained of an hard bargain. God will rc- 
L, Brooks dlf- tompenfeyour loiTes, (faith that thrice noble Lord 'Brooks who 
courfc of E- loft his precions life inthis late unhappy war res, at Litchfield,) 
f ifeop. as t ^ c K j n g 0 p p 0 r afJ( i did his noble fetvant Zelljlt iu \ having loft 

his hand in hiswarres, he fenthima golden hand. Cam ( A • 
grippa having fuftered imprisonment for willing him Empe* 
rour,) when he came afterwards to the Empire, the firft thing he 
did was to preferre Agrippa, and gave himachiineofgold, as 
heavy as the chaine of iron that was upon him in Prifon. Thofe 
that lofe any thing for God, he feals them a bill o: Exchange, of 
* a double returne, nay an hundred fold here, and e ternal life here- 
afrer. 

Verf. 22. A good man leaveth inheritance to hi.-child. :(] Perfo- 
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■nal oGodhefle is profitable- to ^ofteriry .-r God gives not, to his 

fervantsfeme fmall annuity for.life only,' {asgreat men ufe to 

do*) but keepeth-mercy for thouknds ofgenerations of them that 

fearchim, Sxodf 3447. Where thefMaforixes;obterve NunrJSah- 

hath, a great N in the word Not/enkeepeth : to-’note the largeet- 

tent of Gods love to the good mans pofterity. God left David a ^ 

lamp in Jernfalem, i Kings 15.4. although his houfe were not fo 

with God, 2 Sam. 23. 5. - : ’* , 

■ slnd the wealth of 4 he [inner is-laid up for. the juft]}' As. Nahals 
was for’ David, Hmaris for Mordecai, the. Canapes,for the If* 
radices. Howbeic this holds not perpetually and univerfally in 
every wicked perfon: for fome of them ate'full of children, and 
leave the reft of their fubftance for their babes, PfaL.ij . 14. 

Hereupon their inward thought is, . that their, hpufes (hall con* 
tinne for ever, &c. they call their lands after their Qwnrumes, (as 
Cain called his new built city after the name of his fonne Henoch, - 
f/V«.8.4.)This their way is their folly, or is their conjlant hope, (foC 
the word flgnifies both) and their Pofterity approve their fay- 
nigs, ahd voce the fame way, *Pfal. 49.11,13- Bn ^together -with 
their lands, they bequeath their, children their fans and pun.ifk- 
mencs, which is farre worfe then that legacy of leprofie that loab 
left his ifl’ue, 2 Sam, 3. 2 9. Confer Job . 27. 16 , ij.Ifa. 


61, 5. 

Verf. 23.- Aftick food is in tise tillage of the poore) who have but 
a little, - and look well to it. , That of. the Poet.is well known 

--- Laudato ingent'ta rura,Exigttum colito -‘It is beft for.a Virgil,Geor 

man to have no more then he can mafter and make his beft of. ll!) ‘ 

The ground Ihould be weaker then he that tils it, faith Columella. 

The earth is a fruitful mother, and brings forth meat meet for Ll ’ I,C3p ' 
them by whom it is dretted^Bch. 6. 7: v,. 

Bat there is that is defirojedfor re An ofjudgement Jviz. in plow¬ 
ing and fovving. 1/a 28- 26. or in managing and husbanding what 
he hath gotten, iorihe beft. Tor non minor efi virtueqttam qua- 
r ere, part a tueri. Wemuft begood husbands, and fee that 
befi-rtiorpromo, our commings jn more then oiuday ihgs ou^. Bo- 
nns Servants fitcit bor.itm r Bonifacittm, faith -the. Dytch man 
in his blunc Proverb ; good [aver makes a well-doer. 

Verf, ? 4. He that Jpareth his rod. bateth his fonne~\ It’s as if one 
fhonld be lo tender over a childe.as not to fuffer the wind to blow 
upon it, and therefore hold the hand before the month of it: but 
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fo hard as he ftranglcth the child : It is faid ofche Ape that ihe 
hu^geth her young one to death.To do many fond Pa rents, who are 
rherfore peremptores potiusquam parentes , rather Pa ricides then 
Bern . Parents. £/< would not correft his children; -God therfore corre- 

ded both him & them, David would noc once crofle his Abfolom, 
and his Adonijah, and he was therefore fingularly cioftin them, 
ere he died. The like befelold Andronicus the Grech Emperour, 
in his unhappy Nephew of the fame name; and A'Juleajfes king 
of Tunes, in his fonne Anuda: whom he cockered o long, till 
AbfolomAtkc he rofeagainrt his father; and po(Telling himfclfe 
of the kingdome, put ouchis father and brethren’s eyes flew his 
Turk. hut. Captains, polluted his Wives, and took the Caftle o \ Tunes. 

74 ; • 74 / • ^ ^ / ove th him , chafteneth him betimes J And this is a 

J 7I( god-like love, Prov.^i^-Rev.yi 9 » fee the Notes there. Cor- 
ivtuSti*. A. rtdion is a kind of cute faith the Philoiopher, che 1 keiyeft way 
rift. Ethic, U. to fave the Childs foul •• where yet ,cur am exigeris, non enrationtm, 
faith Bernard it is the care of the child that is charged upon the 
parent, not the cure; fer that’s Gods work alone. But he ufn* 
ally workethby this mean,and therefore requires thai. it hefotmd- 
ly fet on, if need fo require. A fairs hand, we fay, wakes a fettle 
wound. A weak dofedoth but ftirre bad humours and anger them, 
not purge them out: (n fome difeafes the Patient mud be let 
blood, even ad deliquium animx, till he i’woon againe. So here. 
'VuinUlian tcis us of fome faults in a child chac d jferve not a 
whipping. And Chryfippus is ill fpoken of by fome , becaufehe 
rtrft .brought the ufe of the cod into the fchooles. [twashe ([ 
trow ) that (ird offered that drift and tecrical d viffontothe 
world, Ant mentem out rcfiim comparandam. Either a good heart 
o r a good halter for your felf, and yours. The con iemned per- 
foncomesoutofadarkpriton, andgoes tothe place of executi¬ 
on : fodo children left to themfeives, and noc nurtured,come 
from the womb their prifon tothe rire of he) their ex:cufQn„SVz/r« 
S/de»ni:i s Ey< At as tamcn non fit tetra,fed tetrica\ Corrcftions m lft be wifely 
ho. 4. and moderately difpcnled. Parents,provoke not jo.trchildren to 

t*r*tby left they bedifpirited, and, through dd'ponc ency , grow 
Col 4- 1 defperare, Or heartleffe. Our Henry 2. firft crowned his elded fon 
Henry whileft he w-as yet alive : and then focurbei him , that, 
through difeontent, he fell into a feaver, wherof he dyed before 
his father. A prince of excellent parts, who w:.sat firdcad 
Danicll hift. av «£y ty Bis fathers indulgence•• and afterward;, by his ri- 
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Vcrf.25. The righteous eatethto the fatisfying of bis fettle] Have; 
he more or lcfTe, he hath that which'fatisfyes hurt, Natnre-iScon- 5 
tent with a little, grace withldfef Gibus crpdttufuHtdivUu 
ChrijHanontm.\ f 'Jacob may but have bread to eat,& clothes to put 
on, it fufficetff him: and this he dare be bold to promife himfelf.- 
Beg his bread he hopes he (hall not: but if he fhonld , he can fay 
with Luther ( who made many a meale with-a broyled herring) 

Adendicatopane hie' vivamttsy annon hvc fulchief arch rir tneoqudd 
pafcimssr pane cum angclis , cr vita atekna, Chrifio' X^'/atrament is? L “ u ** in 
Let us be contentto fare hard here: Have we not-the bread that 3 
came down from heaven ? 

But the bellj of the wicked Jball Vrani] Becaivfe their belly'pre¬ 
pares deceit, fob 15.3 5. riottheirheads only'-- theytakcab nVudh ; 
dclightin their witty wickedncffe.as the -£)»V/^iWhisbdfjrJtrAi-*;job :o, n. 
ber , therefore in rfsefulnefe of their fttffciencj they are in fir ait s, Mic. 6 -: 4, i.<. 
they are fick ofthc bulimy or doggifh appetite. ' ■ ' 



CHAP. XIV. 

Verfe «, Every wife woman buifdeth her houfeff 


Q Vavis phr& jerita. \ Every holy and handy- wom^n* {nnltfech 
fiebhdnfe - not . only by bearing and breeding irp children, as 
Rachel and Leah btiildetlthe hBufeof f frael, RmW. 4.11. but by a 
prudentandproviderrt preventing,ofloffes,& dinners, as Abigail, 
asalfoby a careful plotting and putting everything to the Left: 
like as a Carpepterthac is to build an houfe, layes the plot and- 
platformirorltfirff in his braine,forecaftsTri hts mindeheny every¬ 
thing fhall be , and then fo orders his fUiftethat nothing be cue 
towaftc. Loe fuch is the guife of the goodhbafwife, Asthehuf- 
band is as the head from whom allchcfmewesdo How: fo foe is 
asthe hands into which they flow, and enable them to ^0 their 
Office. ' : u-' ’*•' ; V'-- , , 

But thefoAHh p/ncketh it down with her hands'] With' both’hartd s 
earneftly: the undoes the family , whereof (he is the calamity i Jn ]5 
be ffic never fo witcy', ifwithall (Tie be not religious and thrifty, vcrm j s - u f 
heedy and handy. Be the husband never fo fmoal, if the wife be n Cr< ji t virum 
idle, or laviffi, or proud, or given to gadditig ana goflipping, &c. iuum mul cr 
he doth but draw Water with a feive, orfeek to pull a loaded cart malc.ica. Hicu 
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through a fandy way without the help of a horfe j it little bootes 
him,t&eftif.ro'hiuifplf, for he put&his gets : into a hg> v>ith : hales * 

. .. pjff he labours in the very fab. 2. 15, ;is £avpper& i-, 

{hop.of Lincoine didy .whofe wife.burnt ail his Note; that he had 
been ei°htyeares in gathering,, led hefhouldkijJ hinfclf with o- 
ver-much ftudy (forfhe had muchadoetogethimtohis nieales) 

,. . f 0 that he-was, forced to fa^ workagajn, and wa; eight.yeares 

fSfAffia ingathering tixelame Notes wherewith he compof.:dh«Di&o- 
153, ‘ nary 1 that ufcful kook. How much happier in a wife wasrhac 

learned GuU Budeus? Conyux me a, faith he,/?c mill morem gent 
at non traclet negligent ins llbros mos quam liber os fitc. My wife 
ferine rue bookifb, is no Iefle diligent about my books then 
abo'ut m barnes , whom the breeds Tup with .lingular care and 
tendernpfle. Hovy well' might he have done, ( having fuch a 
learned helper) as a country man of his did, of whom Thuanus 
Andreis Tira- reporteth, quodfingulU annis fmgulos fiibros & liba os> Reip,dcfc- 
tjucllius. rit 9 that he fet forth every yeare a book and a child, a book and 
a child ? But this, by the .way only.— „ - - 

Yerf. 2. He that rvalketb in hisuprightnejfe, fearetb the LordJ 

He is in the fear of the'Lord all day long, ?rov. 23.17. hee 
walketh in the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the holy 
Ghoft, Atts pt . 31. The feare of the Lord is upon him, fo that 
he takes heed and do.qs.it,. 2 Chpgn. 19.7. for be kno^es itJbalLbe, 
wellyhhtbw that far G fai tfatfiar before Mim. Ecclef. 8/12 J 
Gods Covenant was with' lev'll tffeanjl peace, fot the. feare 
wherewith he feared 0 od , ^hd was afraid before his Name. 
Hence the Law of truth was in his mouth * ,'and iniquity was not 
found in his. lips: he walked vVith'Goci # peace & d equity, and 
did turne ; many from (wqujty, MaL2. ,5 > 6» He, i. iat. ttm .fears 
Gqd,is like untd-C^i of whom it is laid, that he was Hfmovir- 
tuti fimilimus , and that he never did well that h( might appear 
to do fo, fed quia aliter faceremnpotuit, but becaile he could not 


do otherwife., . 1 . 

But he that Uperverfe in his wayes, defpifeth ht n\ Setshim a?, 
fid^departs fronr his fear , dares to do that befc re him that hee 
would be loth to do before a grave perfon. Thu;; Daviddcfytf- 
ed God when he defiled his neighbours wife, 2 Sam. 12. c^Notc 
bui that even then he had God for his cheif end, iwt he erred in 
the way, thinking hee might fulfil his Inl and, keep his God too, 
(he vyoijitf iior. forgpe God^poiiany terraes) as S demon thought 
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toretainehiswifdome, and yet to purfue his pleafures. Hence 
his partiallanditemporary Apoftacy (asthe word here rendered 
perverfie importeth) his warping and writhing fromthe way of 
ri^hteoufnefle (as the Septuagint here interpret it) which was tKohtjfa tfir . 
interpretative , a defpifmg of . God , a faying Hee fieeth it tuofeinedens 


Veri. 3. In the mouth of the foolifhf A rod ofpridi} wherewith 
he beats others , and laves about him like a mad-man, or rather 
like a mad-dog he bites all he meets,and barkes againft God him- 
felf.- till he procure the hate of God and men, and fmartforhis 
petulancy } being beaten at length with his own rod, as the Lyon 

beats himfelfwith his own taile. 

But the lips of the Mtfie Jhall prefierve tbemj. From the afperfion 
offalfe and foolifh tongues. Their,good names are oyled, fo chat 
evil reports will not ftick to them. Dirt will flick upon a mud 
wall not fo upon marble. Or if they lye under fome undeferved 
reproach for a feafon, either by a reall or verbal! Apology they 
wade out of it, as theEclipfed Moon, by keeping her motion, 
wades out of the (hadow, and recovers her fplendour, EfitL 


^ Verf. 4. Where no oxen are , the crib is clean\ The barn and Gar¬ 
ners are empty. Neque molt , nequefarina, no good to begot 
without hard labour of men and Cattell. Let the idle mans Mot¬ 
to be that of the Lilly, Neque labor,ant ., neque nent. They nei¬ 
ther coyle nor fpin. Adat.6. 28. : -Man;sborn to toyle, asthe 
fparksflie upwards, Job 5.7. And Spmfier they fay is a terme 
given the greateft women in our Law. Our lives are called the 
lives of our hands, Jfa. 57* I0 ‘ becaufetobe maintained by the 

labour of our hands. i, 

But much increafe is.by theflrength of the 0 * 0 : This is one of 
thofe beafts, that ferve ad efum & ad ujum, and are profitable 
both alive anddead. An heathen counfelleth good husbands that 

would thrive in the world to get firft an houfe, then a wife, and 
then an ok that loftily plowed,, and bringeth m much meteafc. 

Bede applyes chistext to painfull .Preachers ffet forth by oxeo t , 

, Cor 9 . 9 . R<v- 4- 7- fo “ h,:ir tolera , nce andt “SS‘ n g !ltth ' 
work) where thefe labour loftily, there is (commonly) a harveft , 
ofholmelTe, a crop of comfort. Only they muft be dujhly ° ! 


’ Verity. J faithful mtneftc mil «.»/•>] Nec price. »cc ]>recii>, 
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- he cannot lend an oatTfoTTiiccd before a Magiftratc. Nay- 
he will not lie upon any condition. See theftote on chapter 

1 a falfeivitnefie W,II utter lies'] Or he that tdleth lies will 
be a falfe witnefle: he that makes light of a lie, will not ftickat ' 
Penury. That was a foule blur to the Romanes of old (if true) 
that Mirrhanes the Perfian General chargeth upon them, Roma- 
nis premittere prompt** eft, prcmiffis auumquaiujram juramento 
firmans minimipare. The Romans will prefently promife any 
thing “but perform no promife though conhrmed with an oath. 

^ \ Of the Romifts at this day it is written by an Italian (no ftrangct 
to the Court of Rome) that their Proverb is, Mercttortm eft ,, non 
Recant, fl are jur ament is. Ic is for Merchants, r.ot for Princes to 
hand to what they have fworn. Rides cum litre tic is non eftfer- 
vanda is their pofition: and their prance is according. They 
play withoathesas the Monkey doth with his co lar, which he 
" /S \ doth flip on for his Mafters plcafure,and flip off again for his own, 

°) ) Pafcemus fcoffes King Junes for the invention oftiie Oath of Al- 

-'£ < ' legiaucc. ; , 

Verf. 6. Scorner fesketh rvifedome andfindeth it not \ Or, he 

' C feeketh wife dome and he feeketh rt not. He lccketh it not lerioufly, 

^ Yeafonably, duly: he leeks it'as a Coward feeks his adverfary, 

with a hope he fhall not findhim .-or a man fecks his falfe.coyn , 
which he hath no joy to look upon* What struth laid Vtlate i ? in 
a jeareto Chrift; but ftaid not the anfwer. How can this, man 
give us his flelhto'eat, faid thofc carnal Capernsites? John 6. 

\ and away they went; whoifthey had ftayed ovt the Sermon, 

A might have been fatisfied in the point. Herod fought to he 

Chrift, but neyer fent for him, nor went to him;, and when the 
Lord Chrift was brought before him, he looked upoh him no o- 
therwife then as upon lome jitglerto fliew hi 11 Tome tricks, 
and make him (port; and is therefore anfAercd within 

But knowledge is cafe to hint that doth undcrjlan 1] fn 3ny Ici- 
encethc word is atfirft: as the root of the herbe Molj in Homer, 
is faid to be black and unfightly, but the leafe lovely, and the fi nit 
pleafant. The more a man fees into heavenly myrtcries,the more 
rov. 9 . 17. ma y. Hove them that love me, faith Wifedo.nc, and thofe 
that feek me early ftia 11 find me: Provided that th :y be not proud 
Perfons, but come with a defire to learn, and a rcfoliition to pra~ 
_ ftife.^ 
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clile. He that comes toa fountain to fill his pitcher, muftfirft 
wafhit, and then pot the mouth of it downward to take up wa¬ 
ter.- So he that would have heavenly knowledge muft firftquic 
hisheartof corrupt affe&ions and high conceits, ( Intiu exifier.s 
probibet alienismj and then humble himfelt at Gods feet, Deuc.jj.j. 
every one to receive his words. See the Note on chapter 5 
8 , 9 - 

V erf. 7. G 0 from the prefence of afoolijb man\ If he be a proud 
foole, as verf 6. a (corner and derider of good counfel, and one 
that knows nochow to lifp out the leaft fy 11 able of (avoury lan¬ 
guage: Break oft* fociety with fuch, as foone as maybe: for 
whac good can be gotten by cheic company or conference ? Doe 
men gather grapes of chornes, or figs of thirties? They infeft 
the very airethey breath uponand are therefore called aoW, ,, 

Pep ( according to the Septuaginc) If a/. 1.1. their tongues ^rffochhei-" 
have the very plague in them, their breath at fire fhall devour e you , tpesi. 

}fa. 5? 1 o. Non potefi v‘r ille fine convitiis quenquaw A quo di(fen- v**\ 

utvelinleviffimis , nom'tnare, faith Dr. Rivet concerning Eiljhop 
Montague. That man hath not the power toforbeare railing . ■ 

at any onetfiat diftencs from him,though in never fo final! a mat- ^ 

ter. Is there any good to begoccenby luch ? do not their words t Tim.* .'17.. 
cate as a gangrene? 

Verf 8. The wifdome of the prudent is to under [land his way ~] 

His wifdome begins in the right knowledg of himfelf, and ends 
in the right knowledge of God, that he may walk worthy of 
God in all wel pleaflng,worthy of the calling wherewith he is cal¬ 
led,that high and heavenly calling, Heb 2.1, to the fruition ofhigh 
and heavenly privileges,to an Angelical and convincing conven¬ 
tion, fuch as may draw hearts ordauntthem. We ufe to fay of 
him that knows his place, and carries himfelf accordingly. Such 
a mar. nnderjiands himfelf well enough : So here. 

Rut the folly of forties is deceit J Or, is to underftand deceit, 
to know the devils depths, to fearch his skull for carnal argu¬ 
ments that they m iy cum ratione infan ire, be mad with (hew of 
realon. and deceive the hearts of the Ample. This their way is 
their toil v .- yet their poftericy ( as wife as their foole-fathers) 
approvetheir fayings, abbet their practices, Tfal.tyA^. 

Verf. o. tPoles make a mocke of fm] A fport or paftime of it, 

Trov. i o.2v. (Sec the Note there) they dance with the de.il 
all day, and yet think to fup with Chrift. But what faith the 

Hea- 
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. ien.ivk voluf totem & premia iirnitts. In good truth they 

are utterly out, that take their fwmge tn Tin, and y ;t look for the 
reward of vertue. No! their fweet meat nutft irav: forvre fawce. 
God alfo will laugh at their deftruftton and mo:k when tnett 
tare commeth r And then they all (hall be damned that had 
pleafureinunrighteoutaffe .r^nr, yctfa W-At- 
raufetbev ieared when they (hould have feared, 2 *et. 2.13. 

1 But among therighteous there is favour j That, though they 
fin of infirmly, yet for as much as they are fenfib , e *" d f °™£; 

full for their failings.and fee them to confejfton, Go i will never lee 
them to their confufion. Homo agnofeit, Deus ignofcit, Man re- 
penteth, and God remitteth : yea, he compaflfcih his returning 
people with favour as with a (Weld, he ^accepts them-with ^11 
' fweetnetfe through Chrift, who is the propitiation for their Jins, 

1 10, T he heart knowethbis own bittern/’fe _ None can con¬ 

ceive the terrours and torments of a heart chat, lies finder the 
fenfeof fin, andfeare of wrath. A little watei in adeadeiu'el- 
fel is heavy. Some can beare intheir gnefe bett er then others: 
Butall that arc under this affliction have their back-burden. lobs 
(iroake was heavier then his groaning and yet his complaint was 
bitter too Chap.i 3.2. Some holy men (*s Ut.Leaver )uave de¬ 
fied to fee theirfin in the molt ugly.colours; and God hath heard 
them. But yethishand wasfoheavy upon them, that they went 
alwaies mourning to their graves: And thought ic fitter to leave 
ic to Gods wifdome to mingle the potion of lo row, tnencobe 
their own choofers. . , 

*s4nd tlse firanger doth not intermeddle with hi: joy J None but 
fnch as are of the family of faitbjtin conceive the lurpailing fweet 
nefl'e of fpiiitual joy. The Cock on the dungh: 1 knows not the 
worth of this jewel. It is joy unfyea\cable, 1 Pet. 1. S Such as 
none feele but thofe that ftir up fighs unutterable, Kom 8.2(5. it is 
{oyunfpeakeable and fill of glory, ahanfel of heaven, aforctafte 
of eternal life. It is the peace that pafcthallu. aerftanding : they 
that have it underftand not the full of it, nor cm relate the one 
ha'ife of it <Paul fa»d fomewhat to the pome, when he laid, / 
do over-abound exceedingly withjoy : but wordsaretoo weaketo 
' "" utcer it. Father Latimer faid fomewhat, whe l he faid it was the 
4- - facet-meats of the feaft of a good conferee. E it fermo non valet 
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exoerimento opusTft. It is~a thing fitter to be be- 
leeved, then poftibleto be difeourfed. Tell a man never fo long 
what a fweet thing honey is, he can never bclcevc you fo well, 
as if himfelftafte it. Thofe that never yet rafted ho w. good the 

Lord is, are far from intermedling with the juft mans joy. I he 

World wonders ( faith Mr Phil pot Martyr j how we can be fo 

merry in fuch extreme mifery. But our God is omnipotentwhich Aa . & Mcn 

turncth mifery into felicity. Belecve me there is no fuch joy in fo .. 16". 

the World as the people of Chrift have under the Croffc. I (peak 

it by experience,eh'. Another holy Martyr,IJicW M^afcer 

his condemnation fang a Plalme.- Wherefore the Pnefts and the Ibid, ay 3 3. 

Officers railed at him, faying He was oat of his wits. 

Verb 11 .The hottfc of the Wicked Jhatt be overthrown^ As Phocas 

his high wals were,becaufe (in was at the botcome Bamftone alfo 
(hall be fcattered on thetop,/o£ 1S. 15-^s ic bdcWioclefan^ho 
houlc was wholly confumcd with fire from heaven : Wherew h 
himfelfe alfo was fo terrified,that he dyed within a while after. Eufcb.dc ™ 
But the tabernacle of the upright (hall jlotmfh 1 The wicked 
have houfes, and are called the Inhabitants of the earth, Revel. 

12 ra.The upright have Tabernacles or Tents that were tranfpor- 
rative, and taken down at pleafure: Here they have nocontinu- 
ing City, no manfion-place: And yet that they have (hall flou- 
rifh. Our bed is green, tsae beamesof our houle aie Cedar, and 
our rafters of Firre. Cant .1.16,17. See 2 Sam 23.4. 

Verf 12. There is a way that feemeth right unto a man J Sin 
comes cloathed with a fhew of reafon, Exod i .10. And luit will 
fo blearethe underftanding. that he (hall think that there is grea 
fcnfe in finning. Adam was not deceived, < 1 Tim. 2. 14. I hat 
is, he was not fo much deceived byhis judgement (though 
alfo bv that too ) as by his afte&ion to his wife, which at length 
blinded his judgement. Thc hearc firft deceives us with colours , 
and when wc are once a doting after iln, then we jo.ne andde- 

ceive our hearts, James u z6. ufing fallacious and fpecious (o- 
phi limes, to make our fclvcs think that lawfull to day, which wc 
our lei vs held unlawful yefterday: and that we are pofleft-of thole 
graces whereto we are perfect ftrangers. 

Bm the rod thereof are the waies of do ath^ l a 

mortem The very firft ftep in this evill way was aftep to hell. 

But the journcyes end (if men ftop not, o r ftep not back in time) 

is undoubted deftruftion. Some fleeter themfelves as .M** 
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Judg. 17.13, The;’ Rye to the Temple of the Lora, the Temple of 
the Lord: And chink to rake Sanctuary and fave themfelves there 
from all danger; as the Jews fablethac Og King of 'Bajb.w esca¬ 
ped in the floud by riding aftiideuponthe Ark without. Where¬ 
in it fals out oft as it did with the riders of Seminvm j her tomb: 
who, where they expe&ed to find the rich elf treafure, met with 
a deadly poyfon. Or, as it doth with him that lying afleepupon 
afteeprock, and dreaming of great matters befaln him, ftarts 
iuddenly for joy, and fobieakes his neck at thebot tome. As 
he that makes a bridge of his own fhadow, cannot but fall into 
the water: So neither can he efc3pe the pit of hell v/ho laies his 
own preemption tnplaceof Gods pro mile, who calls himfelfe 
upon the unknown mercies of God, &e. 

Verb 1 3. Even in laughter the heart is forr or frill ] Nulla efi 
fine era voluptas. Labor efi etiam tpfi voluptas,Of carnal pleafures 
a man may break his neck, before his faff. *sfll this availes me 
■nothing (aid tinman. Omnia ftu & nihil prof ait, faid thatEm- 
perour. Vanity of vanities, all is vanity, faid Salomon , and not 
vanity only, but vexation of fpirit, Nothing in themfelves, and 
yet full of power and a&ivity to inflidt vengeance ard vexation 
upon the fpirit of a man; fo that even in laughter the heart is 
lorrowful. Some kind of frothy and flafhy mirth wicked men 
may have : fuch as may wet the mouthiut not warme the heart, 
fmooth the brow, but not fill the breaft : It is but a toldarmfull , 
■I'jy-rp Tt&- as Ljcopbronfivt h of anevillwife:as they repent in the face,Mat. 
i.ayK*htffuet. < 5*1 6 . fo they rejoy cetn the face, not in the heart, Cor. y, 12. 
L) c. * Rident &ungmtur: there is a fnare ora cord in the fin of the 
wicked, chat is, to flrangle their joy with, but the righteous fing 
and are merry, Prov.zp.O. Ochers mayrevell, the; only mult 
rejoice, //o/.p.i. 

nAnd the end of that mirth isheavinefie~} They dance to the 
Timbrel and Harp, but fuddenly they turn into hell ,hb ai. 12,13. . 
& fo their merry dance ends in a miferable downfall JVeebe to joi> 
tuk- 6 . that laugh now : thofe merry Cjreeks (thac are fo afraid of lad- 
neffe, that they banifh all fcri'oufneffe ) (hall one da ; wring for 
it. Adoniah's guefts had foone enough of their gooc. cheere and 
jollity : So had 'Belfbaz.zar and his combibones optimi. Thou mad 
Ecclef.z. ff ole whatdofi thou? faith Solomon to the mirth-monger that holds 
it the only happinefle to laugh and be fat, Knoweft :hou not yec 
there will be bitcernelfe in the end, Frincipiumdvlct efi, fed finis 

amoris - 


Chap. 14. upon the Proverbs. j 

amoris amartts , The candle of the wicked fhall be put out in a 
vexingTr.uffe. Their mirth fas Comets) blazeth much; but ends 
in a pehilent vapour. As lightning it foon vanilheth, leavetha 
greater darknefle behind it, and is attended with therencingand 
roaring thunder of Gods wrath. 

Verf. 14. The Back^flidcr in heart fhall be filled with his own 
ml jcs 1 He hath made a match with mifchiefe,hefhaU foenhave 
enough of it: he hath fold himfelfe to do wickednefle, and he 
fhall be fure of hispaiment: he hath drawn back to perdition, 
he hath Aden from his colours, run away from hisCapcaine, ^ 
Heb. 10.38, he fhall have marfhal Law for it. God will ferve 
fuch odious Apoftates,as TheodorickYfing of Gotbes did a Deacon, 
that to ingratiate with this Arrian Prince,turned Arrian inllead 
of preferring him, he cut off his head. Or as that Turk ferved. 
the Traitour that betrayed the Rhodes: His promiftd wife and 
portion were prefented; but the Turk told him thac he would 
not have a Chriftian to be his Son-in-law, but he mull: be a Mu - 
fulman, that is, a belecving Turk both within and without. 
And therefore he cauled his baptized skin (as he called it ) to be 
taken off, and him to be caft in a bed ftrawed with fait that he 
might get a new skin, and fo he ftiotild be his Son in law. But 
the wicked wretch endcd.his life with (Lame and torment. 

Tut a yood man fhall be fatisfiedfrom himfelfffiot he hath a 
fpring within his own breaft, he needs not fiiarkeabroad: he 
hath an autarkje, a felf-fufficicncy, 1 Tk^ 6 . Hicfatlucis, laid 
Oecolampaditis dapping his hand on his breaft, when fick and as¬ 
ked whether the light did not offend him ? Another being like- 
wife Tick and asked how he did ? anfwcred, My body is iveafi, my 
mind is well. A third, when the pangs of death were upon him, 
being asked by a very deare friend that took him by the hand, Mr 
whether he felt not much paine ? 7 ruly no, faid he, .the greatefh 
J find is yoiti cold hand Thefe good men knew within themfelves, 
that they had in heaven a better, and 3 more enduring fubftance, 
#*£.10,34. Kith in themfelves they knew it; not in others, not in 
books, but in their own experience and appreherifion, in the 
workings of their own hearts. Their knowledge was Non in co - 
dicibus fed in cor dibits : They could feelingly fay, chat in doing of 
Cods nill 'not only for doing it, or after it was now done,but even 
whiles they were doing of it) there Was great reward, Pfal. 1 9 - 
11. llighteoufneffe is it’s own reward, and is, never without a 
U 2 dou- 
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double joy to be its ftrength ; Gaticlitsm in re } gaud'urn in fpe, 
gaudium depoffcffior.c, gaudium de promifftone , gaudium de prafenti 
cin. exhibition, gaudium de futures. cxpcttatione, joy in 1; and, and in 

hope, in prelent pollefiion, and in certaine reverfion, 

Verf.i). The fimple belecveih every word j\ You may draw 
him any way with a wet finger, perfwade him, to ar y thing, as 
Rehoboam that old bub). N»$s udu ; ii<ro d'zntiiv, was i very good 
rule of Epic bar mas. Be not li'jbt of beliefe : Try before you trilft, 
ern.de tono look before you leap. Alioqui j at tens a.ntequam vidcac ,cafurus 
e ^ r ‘ ant cyst dm debeas . Wifdome would that as men fhouldnotbe 

over cenfortousf This man blafphnneth, faid they of out Saviour) 
fo neither over credulous as the giddy-headed GalathUns were, to 
their feducing Doftours, Chap.i.6. I wonder that ye are fo foon 
removed,ft c. Let us leave to the Papifts Mhufrorum muta offi¬ 
cii, populi etc a obfequia , their Minifters dumb ferrices, their 
people’s blind obediences .• And ever count it a fingu! ir folly, to 
take mens bare authority in matters of faith, and not to prove 
thefpirits whether they are of God, i hh.4.1, as thofi noble £e- 
mans did 5 and are worthily renowned for if, zAft.i 7, 

Eat the prudent man looketh well to bis goings J He . ooketh noE 
' fo much what others beleeve ; or not beleeve, doot not do, as 
what he is bound to beleeve or do. He pins not his filth to ano¬ 
ther mans fleeve, lie frames not his pace by another mans prac- 
tife, but walks by line and by rule, treads gingerly, heps warily, 
lifts not up on foot till he finds fure footing for the oner,as thole- 
, Pfal.tf.6. This is to vvalke exaftly, accurately , not as fooles, but 
as wife, £^.5.15. 

Verf. 16. v/t Wife man fearcth and departeth from evill J He 
trembleth at the judgements, whiles they hang in the t hreatnings, 
meets God with entreaties of peace, and fo redeemer his own 
forrows. Solo audita contremifco, faith Hlercm, Speaking of 
that terrible text, £^16.42. I tremble at the very hearing of 
it. So Erafmus repeating thofe words. E^ek. 3.18. His blond 
will I require at thy hands , Thefe, faith he, are fulmin. 2 non verba , 
not words, buc thunderuoks. A good thi’d, if but threatned on¬ 
ly, will amend his fault; yea, if he but hears other i threatned. 
Danielwzs more troubled then Kebuchadncz.z,ar was, Van. 4.18. 
Habakkuckj when in a vifion he law the judgements of God that 
were to come upon the Qaldeansfi made his very hcai t to ake and 
quake within him Chap.^iC*. 

But 
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But the foolerageth and is confident"] Some render it Rangeth 
and is confident, tranfit <Sr confdit , (fo the Vulgar and the Ori¬ 
ginal will well-enough beare it)he paffeth on from fin to fin like 
a madman, and yet perfwades himlelf that all fhali do well", fuch 
a de-fperate fool was Balaam : though the Angel met him with a 
a drawn fword, yet he would r.etds on ; and what was the iffue ? 
he died by the fword of Ifrael, though he feemed a friend to If- 
rad. Not to be warned, is both a juft prefage anddelertof 
mine. 

Verf. 17. He that is foon angry dealethfoolifhly J Alexander irr 
his hot blood few his deareft friends, whom he would have revi¬ 
ved again with his heart-blood . fjhti non mederabitur ire 

lnfcflumvclit effe dolor quod Juaferit , ft mens. 

Raih anget differs from madnefTe, (faith Seneca) in nothing, but 
in time only. See my Common-place of Anger. 

And a man of wicked devices is hatedf} i. e. He that beareth a 
grudge, intending revenge (as one that only wants, andthere- 
fore waits a fit time,as Abfolom did for Amnonj this isa dange¬ 
rous man, and defervedly detefted of all: Its counted Manhood, 
indeed itsdoghood. TheCurreso f Congo they fay, bice buc never 
bark : Efau threatned Jacob. Tiberius lent us in meditando ubi pro - 
rupiffet, trifi tor thus dtclis atrocia faEla conjungebat. The more he 
meditated revenge, the more did time and delay -fharpen it 
and the further off he threatned, the heavier the ftroke fell: 
therefore he was generally hated , as an odious mif- 
creant. 

Vcrl. 18 . Thefmple inheritfo!Iyj\ Acceperuntperfucceffioncm 
feu b^reditariojure, fo one renders it, they are as wife as their 
forefathers, and they are rcfolved to be no wifer. Me exedopini- 
one quanta major thus accept de cultu dear urn , mllitts unquam move- 
bit oratio, faid Tttliy. I will never forfake that way of divine fer- 
vice, that I have received from my forefathers, for any mans 
pleafure, or by any mans perfwafion. The Monarch of Morocco 
cold the Engliih Ambafi'adour for King John, that he had lately 
read Saint Taut Epiftles, which he liked fo well, that were he 
now to chufe his Religion, lie would, before any other, embrace Hevl. Gcog. 
Chriftianicy. But every one ought, faith he, to die in the religion 
received from his Anceftours, and the leaving of the faith where¬ 
in he was born, was the only thing that he diftiked inthac A- 
poftlc. 

U 3 But 
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But the prudent are crooned W'ith knowledge'} They know that 
dies diem docet : and therefore are not fo weddedto their old 
Principles Superftitions and Fopperies, but chat they can, as 
right reafon requires, relinquish and abjure them, glorifying the 
word, A6fs 13. And receiving the truth in love, 2 Thefz. 10. 
Whereby it foone comes to pall'e that they get good repute and 
report of all men fas Demetrius had) yea and of the truth is felf, 
ijohn 12. which is the Crown of all commendation, Haitdve- 
liM Erafml glorik ant nomine vein, faith Lather. 1 cure not to be 
cryed up as Erafmiu is, &c. 

Verf. 1 9. The evill borv before the good} Here they do fo ma¬ 
ny times, as Jofeptis brethren before him in his grea; nefle, as Saul 
before' Samuel, Balfiazzar before ‘ Daniel, the perfecting ty¬ 
rants before Conflantine the great; yea one of them viz,. Maxi. 
Eufcb. minus qaleritts, being vilited with grievous ficknefle, not only 

proclaimed liberty to the poore persecuted Chrift ans, but alio 
commanded their Churches to be reedified, and Publike Prayers 
Cccfius, to be made for his Recovery. So Ezra. 6 . 10. Pray for the 
Kinos life and for his fonnes: fomeof which had died in cheic 
minority, for the reft therefore Prayer muft be made by the 
Church. That place is well known, I fa, 49.23. Yungs (hall be 
thy nurling fathers, and their Queens thy nurfing mothers : they 
fhall bow down to thee with their faces toward the earth, and 
lick up the duft of thy feet, &c. The Prophet feemsto allude to 
Piaorum the manner of the Perfians: who when chey were to fpeak to 

foii.i hi line t heir King, did firft kifie the pavement whereon h: trod. How- 

regum. jwai* foever nacural confidences cannot but do homage to the image 
I)al ‘ of God, ftamped upon the natures and praflifei of the righte¬ 

ous (as is afore noted,) and the vvorft cannot buc think well of 
fuch, and honour them in their hearts In the life to come thcle 
things Aiill have their full accomphlhmenr, and it the laftday 
when the Saints lliall judge the World, and Chrift fliali have put 
all things under his feet, To that they ihall have power over the 
Nations, Rev. 2. 26. 

Verb so. The poore is hated} i. e. Lejfe loved, little rcfpeUed, 
as Gen. 2<?. 3 1 • Mai. 1. =5. Luke 14 26. The Heaahcn could lay, 
Api’jw* to A dverlity finds few friends. ."A cum for tun.i 

fhttejuccaditejuefdes. Few will appear for fufreringSaints, (This 
job and David much complain of;) but as when a Deere is ihot, 
the reft of the herd pufh him out of their company ; fo here 

'I cm . 
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Temporafi fnerint mbila,foltu eris. The fame Hebrew word that 
fignifies Winter. ( anEmbleme of Poverty ,) fignifies reproach. This 
thy fonne, Luke 15.30. Not this my brother , becaufe in poverty, Jofcphf 
The Samaritanes would not once own the J ews when they were 
at an tsnder, but difavow them, as they did to *Antiochus Epipha¬ 
ny. Bttf'when inProfperity, then they would curry favour with 
them', and call them their fweet Coufins. When it was fometimes 
difputed among the Romanes in the Conncell, ufing to deihe 
great men, whether Chrift, having done many wonderful works, 
ihould be received into the number of the gods ic was refol- 
ved that he fhould not, propter hoc quod pauper tatem pr&dicarit &■ 
clegerit, ejrutm mundus contetnr.it , becaufe he preached poverty and 
cholc poore men whom the world cares not for. 

‘But the rich man hath many friends'] Such as they are, olivets Pachas,. 
amici, trencher-flies, fuch as follow the feenr, and (like Bohemian 
currcs) will fawn upon a good fuit. As for faithful friends, divi- 
tibus idea amicus deefi, quia nihil deefi, faith one, few fuch to be 
found, Inch as with Ittai the Gittite,and Hujhai the Archite will 
flick dole to a David when ftripped of all. Jofephus relates of 
the Jews, that they were very carefull how they received Pro- 
fdites in Salamoustime, becaufe then the State of the Jewsflou- 
rilhed. 

Yerf. 21. He that defpifeth his neighbour, finneth} His poore 
neighbour.- Where the hedge is low,the beaft will eafily break 
over; None ufually are fo trampled on with the feet of pride 
and contempt by the great Buis of Bafan , as the neceflitous and 
afflidted. Hence poore and afflided are fet together, Zeph. 3.12. 
fo are to want, and to be abafed, Thil . 4,11, This is a great finne 
faith Salomon, ic is to commit finne, and to be convinced of the 
as tranfgreftours, faith Saint James, chap .3.5?. 

But he that hath mere 1 ) on the poore , happy is he ] His fins fhall 
be remitted, his neecflicies relieved, and the blefiings of God 
multiplied upon him, evena^ve/o.cwt^etsTOS. See my Common¬ 
place of Aimes. 

Verf. 22, Doe they not erre that devife evilf} Heb. That plow it 
and plot it, chat dig it and delve ic: thac whet their wics and 
beat their braines about it: do not thefe erre ? arc they not he a- To;o errant 
venly rvide, utterly out ? {lull they not mifie of theirpurpofe, caJ lo> 
and meet with difappointment ? witnefle thofe ^<f/-buifders, 

Qen. 1 1. thofe Kil-dirifts, Pjal. 2. thofe Statetraicours, Sheba , 

Shebna , 
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T“ Sheha.Scc. divers Englifh Traitours who drew their laft threed 

in the Triangle of Tiburn. Knute the firft Danique King, caufed 
the falfe Edrics hzzd to be fee on the higheft part of the tower 
n vfc hift of London: therein performing his prornife of advancing him a- 
7 9 * bove any Lord in the Land. Traitours alwayes become..odious, 

though the treafon be commodious. Philly Duke of Anftrtt, paid 
the Ambafladours of Charles the fourth (who had betrayed their 
P • .truft) in counterfeit coyne .* whereof when they complained, he 
P?of.‘nSduI. anfwered that falfe coyne was good enough for falfe knaves; 

7 e 9 , J ame s the firft King of Scots, was murdered in Pe'th, by iv.de tr 

Earle of Athol* in hope to attain the Crown bt this hopes fai- 
Hefi. Bocth. j e( j fjj m Crowned indeed he was, ‘but with a Crown of red hot 
iron clapt upon his head, being one of the torture; wherewith he 
ended at once his wicked days and devices. 

But mercy and truth/ball be to them that dev if- good] Mercy 
and truth were the beft that David could wifh to his fait friend , 
ht.ai, 2 Sam. 15.20. Thefe two attributes of God Chall caufc 
that good deviles (Kali not mifearry. His mercy moves him to 
promife.his truth binds him to perform, 2 Sam. 7.18,21. For 
thy words fake, and according to thine own heart haft thou done 
all thefe things. According tothine own heart, that isofmeere 
mercy, out of pure and unexcited love, thou didft give thy 
word and promile, and for thy words fake thou haft perform¬ 
ed it. 

Verf. 23. In all labour there is profit.] In all honeft labour: 
for there arc that do r/tckcdly with both hands can.c filly > and what 
profit have fuch of all their labour, &c. Ecclcf. r 3. do they not 
take pains to go to hel. ? There are alio chatlabour about/*-™ 9 ”* 
wait/. toylefome toyes i that pay not for the pains, that do mag‘ 
no couatn mamas nugal agere. Such a one was Paleottm Arch* 
fcifhopo {Bom-ay, who made a great book of the / fnadow of 
Chrifts body in a findonyand it was commenced 1 pon by the Pro- 
fefiour there. This Arijlotle cals laborious lojfe if time . The A- ! 
poftlecals upon men to labour working with their hands the 
thin a that is good : fo fhall they have, not for their owne 
7-4 zfoi'v ufes^only, but alfo to give to him that ncc ieth , Ephefnm 

ffj. V rJrvy.ct. ^.28. 

But the talh^of the lips tendetb only to penury] (jreat talkers are 
do- lit ties, for moll part Cornlculas citius in Africa,yuan) res ratio - 
ncfqttefolidas in Tttrriam feriptis invenies , faith. oneTurrian was 

a very 
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a very wordy man, ye cannot find matter for words in him. *•>>««• 

Ep pJlagjs The Athenians fought again ft Philip 

with words and mefiages, faith one: but Rabju.ikeh could tell 
Jlezckuth, that wane was to be made, (to is work to be done ) 
not with words, andchetalk of the lips, but with counfell and 
ftrength, Ifa, 3d. 5. And why {land you locking upon one ano* 
ther? gee you down to Egypt, faid Jacob to his i'onnes, Genef. 

AZt I. 

Verf 24. The Crowne of the wife is their riches] An ornament, 
an incouragement in well-doing, and an inftrumenc of doing 
muthgood, if God give an heart thereto : for quideervo in gen - 
tia cornua cum deft animus ? To what end is a treafure, if a man 
have loft the Key that leads to it/ 

Velmihi da clavcm, vel mihi tollcferam. 

But the foolijbnejfe of fools is folly'] That is, of rich fools : fuch 
as was Pope Clemens the fifth , of whom the Hiftonan faith. 

Papa hie ditior quam fapientior , that he was more wealthy then 
wife The Crown of the wife is their riches* but yet give them a 
foole you put afword into a mad mans hand; the folly of fuch 
fools will foon be fooliftmefte. Why ? was it not fooliihneffe be¬ 
fore they were rich ? yes, but nowit is become egregious foo- 
lifhnefie. A tognrit & the earth cannot beare 

the infolencies of fuch. Set a beggar on horseback, &c, 

Veri. 25. A true ivitnejfe delivered fouls] Or lives that lie at 
ftake. He that helps the truth in fuch a neceflity, doth a worthy 
work. To walk about with (landers is to /bed blood,Efck. 12 .9. 

Way was made to that bloody French maffacre, by falfe reports 

caft abroad by the Fryar-liars, that the Proteftants under pretence 
of religion met by night that they might feed daintily, and then 
lie together promifeuoufly. He that hath a mind to hang his dog 
(faicluhe French Proverb) willfirftg.Ve out that: he is run mad. 

The devil was firft a liar, andthen a murtherer from the begin- John8>4S 

Verf. 2 6 . In the feare ofthe Lord is firong confidence] The reve¬ 
rential feare of God is mor.imentum, munimentum , ornament urn. 

The wife man had faid, Verf. 24. The Crown of the wijc are their 
riches, and chap . 1 8 . 11 . he will tell us, that the rich mans wealth 
ishisftrong city. Now left any fltould hereby be brought to think 
of riches more highly then is meet, he gives us to know that 
wealth fevered from the feare of God, can neither adorn us nor 
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fecurevs. Great is the confidence of a good corfcience. Our 
God whom we lerve is able to deliver us,- and he v/ill deliver us 
out of thine hand, Dan. 3. 17. Hczekiah pulled down the brazen 
a Kings 18 j feipent, for he trufied in god . At ego rem divinant facto, But I 
16 5 am faci ificing faid Num.i, when they told himtheeiemy was at 

hand. Non pc Deos colu'tmtts , ant Jic vtvimus tit till nos '<incerent flz\d 
theEmperour ^Antoninus. We are bold; to beleevethat God 
will deal better with us then fo, 

tAnd his children have a place of refuge^ i. e. Gods children 
run to his name and are fafe. Or the children of hi.n that fears 
Cod. For God willblcfie thofe that feare him, both [mail and 
great,Vf al.115. Iff can but once find the feare of God in thoft 
Sclnecer. about me, faid Reverend (flaviger, fat is hnbeo , fl.tifejue miki , 
me& tixori.fi/iis , & fliabtuprofpexi, I fhall have enough for my 
lelfe, wife and children : they will be all cared for, 

Verf. 27. The feare of the Lord is a fountain of Ife.J So faid 
to be, both for the conftanc faithfulnetfe as never faiiing, and for 
the gracious effe&s, viz. Blcffings of all fortsji. T empora!, TroVo 
12.4. Riches, Honour, Life. 2.Spiritual!, Mai. 4.2.Such fhall 
grow up as the Calves of the flail, fat and faire Jibing. 3. Eter- 
nall y VfaL 31. Ohowgreat things, &c. eye hath not feen,&c. 
I-t fhall be always well with them, Ecclef. 8.12. And though ma¬ 
ny aflfli&ions, &c. yet he that feareth God, fhall come out of 
them all, Ecclef. 7.18. 

To departfrom the fnares of death~\ Satan that m ghty hunter, 
hath laid fnares for us in all places : And the way of this world is 
like the vale of Siddim, flimy andflippery, full of lime-pits and 
pitfals, fnares and fhimbling-blocks, laid on purpofe to maime us 
or mifehiefus. He that fears God comes off without hurt, byre- 
membring that, (which as fhort as it is, yet our memories are 
fhorter) Cave, ‘Dews videt. Take heed, Godfeeth ;hee, A god¬ 
ly man had thefe verfes written before him, on j Table in his 
ftudy; 

Neptcces,Detis ipfe videt , tuns Angelas aflat : 

Accafat Sat anas e r lex, mens confcia culpa t 

Mors incert.i furit; cruciat te luridus Or cat : 

Et manetaternum trifti damnatio p£na. 

Verf, 28. In the multitude of people is the Kings sonour] For 
that's a figne of peace, plenty, profperity and juft government, 
as in Salomons dayswhen lfrael and 'Judah were manyasthe 

fand 
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(dd whdtTfe bydhiTfea in multitude, eating and drinking and 
making merry, and as in Attgttfitu his dares, when 

Chrift (the Prince of peacej was borne into the world, carta 
- atc.ue continua totius generis humans out ?**/***> aHt P aElt0 - Fer “ Flor,h 
dinand the third, Kingof Spake, raignedfull 35 * 

which time, nec fames nec peflis fmt tn regno fuo, faith Lope *., Gloffi 
there was neither famine nor peftilence throughout that King. $«p 
Home What incredible wafte of men hath war lately made m 
(that ftageof wane.) in 7«W, and here m this 
Kinodome, befides what formerly ? In the Civil diflentions be¬ 
tween the houfes of T" or\c and Lumaftcr, were flam eighty Pr.n- Dln<h: 
ces of the blood rovall, and twice asmany Natives of England, 
s were loft in thewo Conqueftsof Frame. The Mentions be¬ 
tween la*Uni Scotland, confumed more Chr.ftian biood 
wrought more fpoile and deftruffion to both Kingdomes, and 
continued longerthen ever quarrel we read of,did between any 
two People of the world. Be Wife now therefore 0 yee ICmgs, 

&C. Tu vero Heroic: (ur.gtnnokme time, as covertly war-Cami 

ttChmlc: the ninth, author of the French Maffacre. Many parts >• 
(.{Turkic lie unpeopled : moft of the poore being enforced with 
Viduals, and other neceffaries, to follow their great armies in 
their long expeditions: of whom, fcarce one of ten ever return 
home anain, there by the way periflaing, if not by the enem.es Tui! - 
fword yet by want of Vitals, intemperateneffe of the aire.or im¬ 
moderate painstaking. Hence the Proverb, Whenever the great 
Turk fets his foot, there grade grows not any more. 

Verf. 29. He that is flow to anger, is of great underflundmi 
The wifeuome from above is firftpure, then peaceable, 

&c. Thunder, Haile, Tempeft, neither trouble nor hurt c^kft . 
aibodies. Angermay ruftiinto a wife mans bofome, not reft 
there £cM 7 o it dwcls only where it dommeersiand that is on- 
I where a fool is matter of the family. A wife man either receives 
it noc, or loon rids it. Be flow to wrath , is a leflon that God hath ‘ns 
engraven, (as one wittily obferveth) in cur very nature. For the ^ J. 
lift letter that any child ordinarily lpeaketh is R.- and . th ^ , s ror, wra 
radical letter of all words of ftnfe and wrath, almoftin all 1- warj j 31j 

Olathe that is hafiy of (pint, exaheth folly ] ^ fets it up 
tole as it were: he makes an O yes, and proclames his own fol- 
Cby his ireful looks, words, genres, anions, as tbatfonoo. 
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. . Friar P'evardenfus doth in his book called 7 ~ he cmacb 'd C a fa inifli- 

ca : where he took up his Pen with as much pafiicn and wrarh 
as any Souldier takes up his fword. -Such another ha ly foolewas 
Frier Alphonftis the Spaniard ; who reafoning with Mr 'Bradford 
Aft, & Mon. Marcyr, was in a wonderful! rage chafing with Om, and cho : fo 
that if Bradford had been any thing hot jOne houfe co aid not have 
held them, 

Veri 30. dAfound he art is the life of the fie ft) A heart well 
freed from paffions and perturbations holds out loig, and en- 
joyes good health: Neither caufeth it moleftation c f mind or 
want of welfare to others. It is the life of feftcsfvt, the plural) 
R Levi. noc on 'y ‘ cs own but other mens bodies are the bet :er (atlealt 
nottheworfc ) for it.- whereas the envious and angry man ran- 
geth and rageth : and like a mad dog biting all he meets, fets 
them ( as much as in him lies ) all a madding, and undoes 
them, 

But envy is the rottenneffe of the bones ]] A corrodi ng and cor¬ 
rupting difeafe it is, like that which the Phyficians call Corrupt 
tio totitts fttbflmU, it dries up the marrow ; and bc.'aufe it can¬ 
not come at another mans heart, this hell-hag feeds upon its 
own; tormenting the poore carkaflfe without and w thin. It is 
the moth of the foule, and the worme (as the Hebrew word 
fignifies) of the bones, thofe ftronger parts of the body: it is 
the fame co the whole man that ruft is to iron, ( as Amijlhenes 
affirmeth,) itdevoureth it felf firft, as the worme doth the nut 
it grows in. Socrates called it ferr am ammajihz foulcs faw; and 
wifhed that envious men had more eares and eyes 1 hen others, 
that they might have the more torment by beholding and hearing 
of other mens happinefics. For invidia fimulpeccat >.y plcblitur'. 
expedita jufitia. Like the Viper, ic is borne by eat mg through 
the dams belly : like the Eee it lofeth its (ting and life together: 
like the little flic, to put out the candle, itburnesitfe f.- fike the 
Serpent Porphyrins, it drinks moft part of its own venome .- like 
the Viperthat leapt upon .faint VW}hand co hurt h m, but pe¬ 
rilled in the fire : or as the fnzke in the Fable chat lick'd ofi her 
own tongue, as envying teeth to the die in the forge. In fine 
Envy flayeth the filly ioule, Job 5.2. as it did thatfel ow in Paul 
J'anias : who envying the glory of Theagenes a fame 11s wreftier, 

, whipt his Statue ( fet up in honour of him after his death ) 

fin Ehac#ever y night fo long, till at length it fell upon him, and killed 
him, Verf. 
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> Verf 31 He that oppreffeth the poore, reproacheth his maker ] 

Sith it is he that maketh poore, and that maketh rich, and (there¬ 
by ) killeth and maketh alive, 1 Sam.z. 6 {j, Rich men only feem 

-to be alive. HenceDrfwd,fendinghistervanistothatP<*w;^- 

qus that rich cormudgin Nabal, fpcaketh on this fort: ThurftaU* Sam. 25. er. 

t fay to him that Bvcth (there is no more in the Original ) as if 

richmcn only were alive ; poore people are free among the dead ' ‘ 

(free of that company, as David was ) when they are crufhed 
and 0 DPre(Ved,efpecially by rich cormorants and Cannibals, Tfal. 

14 4 A poore mans livelihood is his life, Luk< 8.43. fora 
poore man in his houfe is like a fnaile in hisfhetl, crufhthac., and 
vou kill him. This reflects very much upon God ,the poore mans 
King (as fames the fourth of Scotland was called j who will 
not Ihffer it pafle unpuniQied .- for he is gracious. As unskilful 
hunters may fhoot at a bcait, but kill a manfo do theie opprei- 

fours, hit God the poore mans maker. 

Tut he honoured him that hath mercy on we poore J gmbMS ver¬ 
bid nihilerravius, nihil efficacius dici pot tut God takes 1C for an 
honour: how (hould this prevaile with us? Honour the Lord 
with thy fubftance, /W.3.8. and take it fora lingular honour, 
that he will vouchfafe to be thus honoured by thee,as ZW did, 

- Sam - 9 How exceedingly fhall fuch be honoured in that great ^fiyjeis 
Ipanegyris at the laft day, when the Judge (hall fay, C erne yeblef- Heb. u. 23. 

fed,&c. I was hungry and ye fed me,&c. Mat.zf 

Verf 32. The wicked is driven away in his wtckednejje j Being 
arretted by death (as a cruell Serjeant; in the devils name, he is 
hurried away, 2nd hurled into hell, as dying in his fins, and kil¬ 
led by death, Rev.z.23. and oh what a dreadfuil skreek gives the 
guilty foule thentofeeit felf launching into an infinite Ocean of 
Raiding lead, and mutt fwim naked in it lor ever! 

'sAbe righteous hath hope in his death ] Death to the ngh- 
teouCasthevallyof Acbor, isadooreof hope to give entrance 
into paradife: to the wicked ic is a trap-doore to hell. Imjroh , 

dim fpirant, fperant: juftus etiam cumexpirat, Jperat. v±ita» 
cels how he once heard a dying Swan ling mott fweetly and me- 
lodioufH, which in her lifetime hath no Inch pleafcmt note. As 
. on the other fide Sirens are laid to fing cunoufly whiletney live, 
but co roarc horribly when they dye. Such is the cafe of the god¬ 
ly and the wicked when they come to dye. f 

i! Verf 33. tvifdome reftcih in the heart of him, &c. J He lets 
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not his good parts and pra&iles a funning, as vainglorious fooles 
life to dOjthac they may be cried up and applauded. Hierome cais 
Crates the Philofopherf we may call the whole nationof them fo) 
Epift. ad ]u- Gloria animal, popular is aura vile mane ip turn, a bafe hunter after 
lian. cohfola- praife of men. The truly wifeconcealeth himfelf till he feeth a 
tor * fit time.-and may be compared to the red Rofe,which though out¬ 

wardly not fo fragrant, is inwardly far more cordial then the 
Damask; being more thrifty of its fweetnefle, and referving it 
initfelf: Or, to the Violet which grows low, hengs the head 
downward, and hides it feir with it’s own leaves : Whereas the 
Marrigold ( of nothing fo good a fmell ) opens :.nd (huts with 
the Sun; which when ic is fee, it hangs down the head, asfor- 
lorne and defperate. So, that which is in the mid ft of of fooles 
is made known, fehonadab muft needs fee wh it zeale fekn 
hath for the Lord ofhofts: His piety is fhored u p by populari¬ 
ty, 0 rr. 

Verf, 34, Righteotifneftc exaltctb a nation ] True Religion and 
Dcut. 28. i\ the P ower of godlincffe is the beauty and bulwark of a State .- 
y fo are good Laws ena&ed and executed. This made the faithful 
City (I/41.21.) to be the Princefle of Provinces, Lam 1.1. that 
land, a land of de/ire, an heritage of glory, ler.z.19. even the 

glory of all Nations, Ezek. 20.6. Jofephus cals that Common¬ 
wealth qzok&tvov, and Pro [pin: conceit is, that I us. at were fo cal¬ 
led becaufe they received jusDei. It was laid of old Angli ejuafi 
P Is ' Vir Hngcli, and, Anglia regnitm Dei. England was called the 
u ' ir °‘ Kingdomeof God ; and Albion ejuafi Olbion, a happy Country, 
the Paradife of pleafure and garden of God. New the Lord is 
with us - , while we are with him, drc. But if we cr ft off the yoke 
of his obedience, as Capernaum, though lifted up :o heaven, we 
fhail be brought down to hell Sins are the Snuft’e; that dim out 
Candlcftick, and threaten the removall of it: the lcven thac 
defiles our Paflfeover$,and urges God to pafleaway and depatt 
from us: the reproach, that will render us a Pro /erb and a by¬ 
word, Dent. 2.8. an aftonifhment and an hiding, Per. 25.9. like 
lfiiU. Sodom and her fitters, a reproach and a taunt, Ezc 1 ^ 5. i 5. which 
to prevent, Currat pcenitentia ne pr&ctirrat fententi i. Adittannus 
Cypiran. preces & lachrymascordis legatos. Let .us break o ¥ our fins and 
cry mightily to God •. For otherwife a difmal change, a fad re¬ 
moval of our Candleftick may be as certainly foreftene and fore¬ 
told, as if vifions and letters were fent us from heaven, as once 
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to thofe feven Churches of Afia,Rev,i.& 3. 

Verf. 35. The Kings favour is toward a wife fervant ] As was 
t pharaohs toward lofeph, Salomons toward Jeroboam, ‘ Dariujfcs 
toward Daniel, Henry the eights toward Cromrvell , whom for 
his wifdome and faithfulnefle he raifed from a mean man (Son to 
abfackfmith) to be firft Mafter of his jewel-houfe, then Baron 
of Okeham in Rutlandjbire, then Knight of the garter, Earle of Sp CC( f, 
Efl’eXj Lord great Chamberlaine, and laftly, ordained him his 
Vicar general. And if Kings do thus, what will not the King 
of Kings do for every faithful and wife fervant of his, whom he 
hath made Ruler over his houfhold? Mat, 24.45. Verily, I fay 
unto you, that he fhail make him Ruler over all his goods ver, 47. 
yea, partaker of his matters joy, Mat,25. 

Rut his wrath is againjl him that caufeth Jhame~\ Such as was 
Jeroboam at length, Human, ShebnA,Ziba,Gehezi , Ahitophel, Ju¬ 
das, &c. It fares with many Princes, as it doth with the creature 
called Millipeda, which the more feet it hath, the (lowlier it 
goeth. Corrupt fervants hinder thecourfeof juftice, that it can¬ 
not run down as a torrent. This reflects upon their lords, and 
at length fals heavily upon themfelves, 


CHAP. XV. 

Verf. 1. A [oft anfwer turneth away wrath~\ 

I T is eafier to dir ftrife then to flint it. Hard to hard will never 
do; But lay a flint upon a pillow, and you may break it with 
eafe. 

Eran git ur ir agravis ejtsando eft rejponftofuavis. 

What more boifterous then the winds } tamen itdem imbribits fo - 
pimtur, faith Pliny, yet arc they laid with foft fhowres. How 
loon was David d ifarmed by Abigails gentle Apology, and made 
as meek as a Lamb ? So were the hot and hafty Ephratmites by 
Gideons mild andmodeft anfwer, Ivdg.8. By long forbearingis 
a Prince perfwaded, and a foft tongue breakech the bones.Prov. 
25.15. Howbeit fomeperfonsmuft be more roughly dealt with 
(or they will never have done; Nettles hardly handled (ling not 
«they will if gently touched,) in fome cafes efpecialiy, as when 

Gods 


i do A Commentary or Exposition Chap.15. 

Gods glory is engaged. When Servetut condemned Zttingliut 
for his harlhnefle, heanfwers, In aliisman[uetus ero, in blafphe • 
mils in Cbrjflum non ita. In other cafes I will fv mild ; but in 
Ep. ad Scrm, cal - e 0 f biafphemiesagainft Chrift I have no pirier.ee. So Luther 
in a letter to S taupicius, Inveniar fane fuperbus , &c. mo do impii 
‘ Jilentii non argttar dam Dominaspatitur. Let me be counted proud 
or paffionate, fo I be not found guilty of finful (fence when the 
caufc of God fuffereth. Madneffe in this cafe s better then 
mildnefle; Moderation here is meere mopiflhneflfo,nay it is much i 
worfe. \ 

Biitgreivotis wordsfiirupanger J Hebr. mal^e it to afeend, viz. | 

into the noftrils, as fire in a chimney, when blown up wich bel- | 

lowes. Some men have quick and hoc fpirits yea, Come good f 

men, asthofetwo breihr enjons of thunder, how foon was their ) 

choler up ? Lukjp. 55. Now,hard and harfh wo rds do caft oile i 

upon the flame, and fet their paflions afloat: arid then there is r 
no ho with them. Fertw cqtiis anriga, nec audit currus habenas. I 
How was Saul enkindled by Doeg, and David by Nabals cur- [ 
rifhneffe ? Rehoboam with one churlilh breath loft ten tribes. 

And Adrian the Emperor gave the Cryer great tha iks,who when 
he was bidden to quiet the tumultuous people, with an imperious \ 

*£16)7™ crzt.TZ 9 Uoldyour tongues, he held out his hand only : and I 

when the people liftned with great filence (as tha manner was) jj 

Dio In vir. toheare the Cry, Hoc verb, inquit,Princepsvult. This is that, \> 

Adl< faid he, that the Emperour requires you, viz. to be filenc. The 

beft anfwer to words of fcorne and petulancy (faithOne) is 
Ifaacks Apology to his brother Ifmael j patienc c, and filence. | 

JJ ar^o.v yzj) 3 K$iixnv& cryni hi-c-iv : >) rhu so. i) 11 J)sa. Either reply 

not at ail, or elfe fo that all may be well betwixt you. 

Verf. 2. The tongue of the \V tje ufeth knowledge vight ^ Hebr. 
deales kindly with her , offers her no abufe, by venting her unfea- 
(onably, and makingher over-cheap, and little fet by. Eloquence 
wifely ordered is very commendable, and avai es much: but 
what a pore praife was that to the Duke of Buckingham, that 
Dirndi hid. fpeaking to the Londoners in the behalte of that I'furpcr Richard 
the third, he gained the commendation, that no mail could de¬ 
liver fo much bad matter in fo good words and coynt phrafes? 

Here W3S eloquentU fatis, [ipientia parttm. The tongue was gi¬ 
ven us for better purpofe ; ’twas Davids glory, a .id he ufed it ac- , 
cordingly. 1 

But v 


Chap.15. upon the P R oveRBs, 


161 


'But the mouth offooles poureth out foolijhneffe} Hebr. bubbleth, 
it out . hlurteth it out as a fountain cafiethotu it's waters, with a 
P reat force and fwiftneffe ; non quid-fed quant um ,is all their care 
being talkative above meafure, and forward to utter whatfoever 
comes into their chaps. _ rT . , mjjccam. 

Vetf- 3 - The eyes of the Lord are in every place J He is ymte 9 . 

^.Kuoi All-eye: and his providence like a well-drawn picture, 

rhat vieweth all that come into the roome. Rev. 2. I know thy - 
works and thy labour not thy works only, but thy labour in do- 
them. And as for the Offendour, though he think to hide 
himfelfe from God, by hiding God from himtelfe. yet God is 
nearer to him then the bark is to the tree 5 for <« him all things 
Cub fid. Col. 1. 17. and move, ABs 17. 28. underftandit of the 
mindsmotionsalfo. And this the very Heathen faw by natuies 
rufh-candle- For Thales Mile ft us being asked, whether the gods VJde Scn> 
knew not when a man doth ought amiffe ? yea laid he, if he do h p . ad Lud! 
butthink amiffe/ Deusintimior nobis intimonofiro, faith ano- 34- 
fher God is nearer to us then we are to our felves. Repletiyely 
he is every where, though inclttfiytly nowhere Nufoameflp- 
Maueefl. As for the world it is to him as a lea ot glafle, Rev. cog .„, tloni ; 
4. 6 . corpttsdinphanum, a dear ttanfparent body, hefeestho- bus , Sc „. 

•Seboldine the eviH ttndthegooP, The evill atefirftmentioned, 

fcecaufe they make queftion of this truth. But what faith a wor¬ 
thy Divine yet alive ? Think not that he who is mvifible, cannot 
(ee- God, like the Optick vertue in the eye fees all, and is teen 

of none. No man needs a window in his bread, (as the heathen 

Mcmm wilh'c) for God to look in at ; every man before God 
is all window.« 34 - «• The eyes of Chrift are as aflammg fir-, 

■ Aev , ,4 Andthefchooleof nature teacheth, that the hery 
eye needs no outward light, that fees extra mitttndo, by fending 

0U Velu. & d nMefome tongue is a me of lifers uttering words 
that have a healing property in them, pure, precious and prohe- 
able; not unlike that tree of life in the midft of Gods Garden, 
that would hive given immortality to the eaters. See Augujt. de 

But pervert' eneffe therein is a breach of thefpiriQ that IS, m the 
confcicnce which it goreth andgafhech; and in theheart which 
iedefileth and diTpoleth to further eviil: ltleaveth bothafting 
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and aftaineinamans ownfoule; befides the much mifchief that 
it doth to the fpirits and manners of other nenthi.t are corrup- 
tedbyit, Godsfpiritalfo is not a little grieved ar.d vexed, when 
the godly man fuddenly fals, (as fometimes he doth,.) into bitter 
words, clamours and evil fpeakings: thefe are even as fmokc to 
•the eyes, and make the fpiric of God ready to loat h and leave his 
•lodging, as the Apoftie intimates, Eph. 4 30. :,i, There are 
that thus tranflaate the text, But the mifehievoufneffe of it, is as a 
breach made by the Winde ; and fet this fenfe upon ii, as a bluftring 
winde , which throws down trees and houfes doth much harm 
To a violent and venemous tongue, caufing troubles and calami¬ 
ties is very pernicious and hurtful, Job%. 2. Pray we therefore 
with David, Pfal.izo. Deliver me Lord from a- lying lip anda 
deceitfull tongue, &c, 

Verf. 5. A fool defpifeth his fathers infiruBion~\ Heb, entertains 
it with contumelious and opprobrious language , as a mad man 
doth a potion offered him for his health, Hierome oft renders the 
word, to blafpheme : and indeed to rejefl good counfel, of a fa¬ 
ther efpecially, with fcorne and reproach, is blajphemy in the[e- 
cond Table. 

But he that regrdeth reproof \ isprudenQ Wife ie is, and wi- 
fer he will be. This made David prize and pray for a reprover, 
Pfal. 141.5. And tis faid of gerfon (that great end wife Chan- 
In vie Gerf ce ^ 0ur Paris) that he took pleafure in nothing more, quam 
n vie. ct • aliqno frat erne dr charitative redargueretur then in a friendly 

Samuels fun. reproof. The like is reported of Sir Anthony Cope, by Dr. Harris^, 
E P Ift * who preached his Funeral: and of that famous man of God. Mr. 

William Wheately by Mr. Scudder, who writes hi* life. He was 
Ml > faith he, when any of the righteous fmote him, and would take 

Pre£. ^ Cyf 'it well, notfrom his Superiors only , but from his eqials and far in¬ 
feriors. 

In the houfe of the righteous is much tteafure*] Every 
righteous man is a rich man, whether he hath iroreorlefle of 
the things of this life.For firft,he hath plenty of tha t which is pre¬ 
cious.Secondly ^Propriety. what he hath,is his own , he holds all in 
Capit e-tenure in Chrift.hefhall not be called to account as an ufur- 
per. Allis yours , 1 Cor, 3,22. becauft you an Chrifis , and 
Chrift is Gods. And although he hath little (many times) in pre- 
fenc poffefiion, yet he is rich in ceverfion: rich in bils and bonds, 
rich in an apparent pledge, that is worth all the world befides ; 



that is, in Chriftj for having given ushisfon, how fha 11 he not 
with him give us all things alfo ? Rom. 8. 

Tut in the revenues of the Wicked are trouble ] For befides the 
curfe of unfacisfiablcneffe , in the very purfuit of them he meets 
with many grievances, fears, jcaloufies, difgraces, interruptions, 
difeontentments: and then after the unfan&ified enjoyment of 
them, follows the fting of confcience that diffweetens all, and 
that will inexpreflfibly vex and torment him thorough all eterni¬ 
ty. He hath fwallowed down riches, and he fhall vomit them 
up again ,* God fhall caft them out of his belly, &c. Job 20.15. 

Difgorge he fhall fiirely thofe murthering morfels, either by 
remorfe and reftitution in the meane time, or with defpaire and 
impenitent horrour hereafter. 

Verf. 7. The lips of the wife differ (e knowledge ] They are the 
lights of the world , and they diffufe light wheteever they come, 
fhining as lamps. or luminaries : and feeking to fave them- 
felves, and thofe that heare them. How did thofe Learn- ^ 
ed Scribes, (our famous Reformers) bring forth their rich 
treafure, and liberally difperfe it; by preaching, writing, ande- 
very way trading their talents for the Churches good ? Farelltu . 

with his talent, gained to the faith five cities of the Catnons, sq.,iGcne 

with their territories. Wickfiffe , Hus, Luther , Calvin , drc. how v *enfes, Novo, 
a&ive and fruitful were they in cheir generations to difpread and comcnres,Mo- 
fcatter light over the Chriftian world, to wife and winne fouls nipelgarden-. 
to Chrift? Prov. 11. 30. Thefe furely fhine as ftarres in heaven, 

Dan. 12.3. that like ftarres 6y their light and influence, made MdckAdam^ 
fuch a fcatter of riches upon earth. Every ftarre (faith one) is like in vie. 
apurfeofgold, out of which God throws down riches and plen¬ 
ty, upon the fonnes of men. And as it is the nature of gold to 
be drawn forth marvelloufly, fothat, as the learned affirme, an 
ounceofgold, will go asfarre as eight pound of filver.- lb it is zsneb. Je o. 
the nature of found knowledge to be fpreading and dif-pei. del parr, 
fufive. , 2. I j. c. 6 . 

But the heart of the fooli/h doth notfo ] Or, is not right, Tis 
little worth, Prov. io.?o, as having no true treafure in them, 
but froth and filth, vanity and villany : hence they do not on¬ 
ly, not difperfe knowledge, (which they have not, \P[. i4.4.)but 
patronize and promote ignorance and errouf, fow cockle, as 
faft as wifer men do corne : and are as bufie in digging defeents 
to hell, as the other are in building ftaire cafes for heaven. 

Y 2 Verf. .v 
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Verf. S.The facrificeof the wicked is an abomination'] T heir ve¬ 
ry incenfe {links of the hand that offers it, Ifa. 1.13. Good 
words may be tittered, but we cannot heare them, becaufe utter¬ 
ed with a {linking breath .* and good meat may be prefenced but 
we cannot eat of it, becaufe cook'c orbroughctoTableby ana¬ 
lly fioven. Works materially good, may never prove informally 
and eventually ;viz. when they are not right quoadfontem *r quo- 
' adfinem. 1. When they proceed not from a right principle , a 
pure heart, a good confcience, and faith unfained. 1 Tim 1. 5. 

2. When they tend not to a right end, the glory' of God in 
our own orother mens falvation. (fhrifhu opera nofira non tarn 
.zanchius' aEHbtts quam finibtu penfat. The glory of God mufi: confume ali . 
other ends, as the Sunne puts out the light of the fire. 

But the c Prayer of the righteous is his delight ] His mufick, his 
Cant. 4.1 u ho tty drops, his fweeteft perfume, his Calves of tre lips, with 
Hof.* i^ 1 *! 2 ‘which when we cover his altar, he is abundantly ivell-pieafed, 

‘ l For as all God's fenfes, nay his very foule is oftent.ed with the 
bad mans facrince, //.i.tg, 14,15. (His (harp nofe ea f ly difcernetb 
and difgufteth the (linking breath of his rotten lungs, though his 
words be never fo kneed and perfumed with fhewt ofholines.) 
5o the Prayer that proceeds from an upright heart though buc 
faint and feeble, doth come before God, even into h is ears, Pfal. 
18. 6. and fo ftrangely charmshim, lja.26.16. (fee the margin) 
that he breaks forth into thefe words, tslskme of things concern- 
incaiuamcB- ingmyfonnes i and concerning the works of my hands command yee 
lutn * me, Ifa. 45.11. O that we underftood the latitude of this Royal 

charter! Then would we pray always with all Prayers and Sup¬ 
plications in the Spirit: then would we watch thereunto with all 
perfeverance, and not faint or frrink^back,, Epkej.6. 18, Luke 

jg. 1. 

VctCy.The way cf the wicked is abomination^ Not his facrifi- 
ces only,but his civilities: all his a&ions natural, moral, recrea¬ 
tive, religious, are offenfive to all Gods fenles, (as the word fig- 
nifies.) The very plowing of the wicked is finne^ Frov.n. 4. all 
they do is defiled, yea their very confciences. Their he a res like 
fomefilthy bog or fenne, or like the lake of Sodom, fend up con¬ 
tinual poisonous vapours unto God : And he not able to abide 
them,fends down dt-fooncsz counterpoifon of plagues and pu- 
nvfhments, Pfal. 11 .6 Rom. 1.18. 

£ut he loveth him that follow b after righteoufnefe^ Although 
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he fulfill not all righteoufnejfeyn if he make after it with might and 
main,('is the word Signifies, if he purfue it and have it in chafe, (as 
ravenous creatures have their prey,) if by any means he may at¬ 
tain to therefurreeflion of the dead, Phil. 3. n. That is, that 
height of holinefle that accompanieth the Refurre&ion : This 
is rhe man whom God loves. Now Gods love is not an empty 
love.- it is not like the winter Sunne, that calls a goodly coun¬ 
tenance when it Haines, but gives little warmth and comfort. 

Thou meetefi him that rejoyceth and tPorlyth righteoufnejfe , thofe 
that remember thee in thy ways. 1 fa. 64. 5. that think, upon thy com- . 
mandements to do them, Pfal. 1 03. quifaciunt pracepta, etft non per- 
friant ,that are weak, but willing, He*. 13. ) 8. chat are lifting at - 

the latch,though they cannot do up the door: Surely (fhall eve¬ 
ry fuch one fay; In the Lord have I righteoufnefle and ftrength, 

Ifa.tf. 24. Ri{bteoufneJJe y that is, mercy to thofe that come o- 
vertohim, and Strength to enable them to come, as thefea 
fends out waters to fetch us to it. 

Verf. 10. CorreElion is grievous unto him that forfaketh the 
waff He pleafeth himfelf in his out-ftrays, and would not be re¬ 
duced: he is in love with his own ruine, and takes long ftrides 
toward hell which is now but a little afore him. And if any 
man feek to favehim, with feare pulling him out of the fire, he flies 
in his face. This is as great madneffe, as if they whom our Saviour Jude 13. 
had healed or raifed, ChouLd have raged and railed at him for fo 
doing. 

And he that hatetb reproof fhall die] He that is mattered by 
rebukes, and not bettered by chaftifements ihallclie, 

fay the Septuagint (hall die Jhamefully , yea,(hall die eter¬ 
nally, as the neat verfe (Lows, fhall be (wallowed upofhelland 
deftru&ion, which even now gapes for him. They that will not 
obey that fweet command, Come ttnto me all yee , 1ire. Hull 
one day have no other voice to obey, buc that terrible Difcedire , 

Go yee curled into everlafting flames, 

Verf. II. tieII and Defirtdlion are before the LorcQ Tophetis 
prepared of old : and where ever it is, as it skils not curioufly to 
enquire, (below m it leems to be, Rev. 1 4-1 * - & **bifit Jentient p 3feus ln . }qc 
qni curio fits qttarunt) fo ic is mod: certain, thathell is naked be¬ 
fore God,and definition uncovered in his fight, lob. 2 6. 6. We 
filly fillies’ fee one another jerked out of the pond of lile, by the 
hand of death ; but we fee not the frying pan andthefire that 

Y 3,_they._ 
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they ate caft into, that die in their Jins and refufe to fce reformed. 
Caft they are into utter darkneffe, Mat. 8. 12. In teoebras ex te - 
Aug- Hono. 1 6 nebris infaliciter exchiftjnfeliciw excludendi. Howbf it this chick- 
eft darkneffe hideth not from God, but the light fliineth as the 
day, Pfal. i^p. 1 2. he perfeftly knows the ftate of :he dead and 
^ the damned. Oh that men knew more of it! and ddbeleeve in 

. any meafure that eternity of extremity that is there to be endu¬ 
es red / Qh that they would be forewarned to flie fro m this wrath 

^ to come! Ohthat they were wife, that they uncerftood this, 

y, that they would confider their latter end, thofe qvatuor novif- 

Jimx 1 Deut. 32. 29, ZJtinamubiqne de Gehenna difreretur, faith 
Chryfoftome. He that doth but heare of hell, is without any fur- 
( [C tber labour or ftudy taken off from (infill pleafures, faith Nyffen. 
)r\ Butifamanhadbutoneglimpfe of it, it were enough, f faith 

V % Beilarmine ) to make him not only turn Chriftian and Sober, but 

£ Anchorite and Monk} to live after the ftrifteft rule that can be. 

y But alaffe we cannot get men to think of it, til they be plunged 
headlong into it. 

3 ‘ffe aliquos 7 »anes } 0 rc. -— 

Juvctul. Necpneri credunt nijiquinondum are lavantvr. 

No though one ffiould come from the dead to teftifie unto 
them, they would not be perfwaded, Luke 16.31. 

Ho\\> much more then the hearts of the children ofmenj Though 
deep and deceitful, full of turnings and windings. Malta funt 
in ammo latebra , multi recejfiu, laith Tally : yet Gc d can fathom 
and find them out, Ier. 17. p , 10. He fearcheth tie hearts and 
reins, which yet are the moll remote and abftruft of all the en¬ 
trails, covered from the eye of the Anatomift with fat and fldh, 
&c. By hearts and reins underftand thoughts and cffe&ions; the 
reins being the feat of the ftrongeft affedion, thtc whichisfor 
generation. Loe thefe are pervious and patent :othe eyes of 
, of God, yea difieded, quartered, cleft in the back aone, (as the 
TiTfA^Kioyi' ^p 0 fti c .' s wor d, Heb.q. ij.fignifies) how much me re then their 
vx " LuX 3 i. eviladions? thefe cannot poflibly be hid from Gods all-feeing 
tiffimi ca-ti eye, though they dig deep to fecure themfelves, 2 s thofe Gun- 
> occultum ni powder-traitours: though they throw thereupon Wood,Scones, 

’ hti cfl’c fink and Rubbifhall thefe to God would be, but as fpedades to 
cromiKs 5 make c ^ eir fi nsa PP ear the greater, or as Perfpediues tomultiplic 
Iotrac. Clau- them. 

dian. Verf, 12. A Scorner loveth not one that re prove th him\ Nay he 

k hate th 
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hateth thofe that reprove him in the gate. Amos. 5.10. as e^ - - 

hab did Micaiah , Herodias John Taptifl , the Pharifees our Saviour 

&c. Btpjop Ridley lamenting a little before his death , the ftate 

of England , even of the greateft Magiftrates/ome (the Kings 

highneffe excepted)evermore unkindly and ungently againftthofe 

that went about moft bufily and wholefomely to cure their fore 

backs,fpnrned privily, and would not fpare to fpeak evil of them, 

even to the Prince himfelfj and yet would they toward the fame 

Preachers outwardly bear a jolly countenance, and faire face. As 

for Latimer, Lever .Bradford & iGio-r, their tongues were fo (harp,. 

they ripped fo deep intheir galled backs to have purged them, 

no doubt of their filthy matter that was feftered in their hearts; 

of unfatiable covetoufnefle, of filthy carnality, and voluptuouf- 

neffc, of intolerable ambition and pride, of ungodly lothfomneffe 

to hear poor menscaufes and to hear Gods word. And thefe Aft. & Mon. 

men of all others, thefe Magiftrates then could never abide , l6lg - 

&c. Thus that godly Martyr, and much more to the fame 

purpofe. - 

Neither will he goe unto the wifef\ Men fhould run to and fro 
to increafe knowledge,^?;. 12.4. The Shmamite rode ordinan- 2 Kmg. 4.2j. 
' ly to the Prophet on the Sabbaths, and other holy-dayes. Thofe 
good foules Tfal. 84.7. paffed on from ftrength to ftrengtb, 
fetting thebeft foot forwards for like purpofe $ yea thofe that 
were weake and unfit for travel, would be brought to the ordi¬ 
nances upon horfes, is chariots, and in litters, 1 fa, 66, 20, But 
now the Scorner holds it not worth while to put himfelf to 
this paines: and is ready to fay with Jeroboam , It is too much 
for men to go up to Jerusalem , to go up to the mountaine of the 
Lord to learn his wayes, Jfa.2. 3. Yea, he fet watchers to obierve 
who would go from him to Judah toworlhip, that he might 
(liamethem acleaft, ifnotflay them, Hof. 5.1. He would ne¬ 
ver have gone to the Prophet to be reproved, and when the Pro¬ 
phet came to him , he ftretchc forth his hand to apprehend him. ^ 

So Hem/had a defire to fee Chrift, but could never find a heart * 
to go heare him: and yet our Saviour looked, that men fhould 
have corneas far to him, as the Queen oi Sheba came to .Sc- 

lomon. 

Verb 13. A merry heart makes a chearfull countenance^ /tilts 
failing in the face, and looks merrily out of the windowes of 
.the eyes. This is not, till faith have healed the confcience, and 

till 
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a race have hufhed the affedlions, and compofcd all within* 
Saint Steven looked like an Angel,when he flood before the coun* 
cel, ASi.6. and the Apoftles went away rejoycing, Aft.$. There 
are that rejoyce in the face onely, and not in the heart, iCor^. is. 
this is but the hypocrifie of mirth, and we may be; ure that many 
a mans heart bleeds within him,when hlsfacecounrerfeitsa fmile. 

It is for an ^Abraham only to laugh for joy of the promife, and 
i. fora David to rejoyce ac the word as one thai: findeth great 
' fpoile: wherein the pleafurc is ufualiy as much as the profit. 
(Thrift’s chariot wherein he carries his people up and down in the 
world , and brings them at length to himielf, is p; ved with love, 
rant. 3.9,10. he brings them alfo into his wine -cellar , wherehe 
cheares up their hearts, and dearesup their courtenances .• and 
this is premium ante premium. Heaven afore-hand thefearefome 
few clufters of the grapes of the coeleftial Qavaan. 

But by the Conors) of the heart , the fpirit ii broken j As the lookes 
are marred, fo thefpirits arc dulled, and dilabled, as a limb out of 
joynt can do nothing without deformity or pi me. Dejedion 
takes off the wheeles of the foule, hinders comfortable inter* 
courfe with God, and that fpiritual compofednefle, that habitual 
chearfulneflc, that Sabbath of fpirit that every man fliould ftrive 
to enjoy. Affidions ('faith one) are the wind of the foul, paf- 
lions the ftorme. The foul is well carried, whe n neither fo be¬ 
calmed , chat it moves not when it fhould, noi yet cofled with 
tempefts of wrath, grief, fear, care ore. to movt diforderly. Of 
thefe we muft be careful to crufli the very firfl infurredlions: 
ftormes rife out of little guffs; but the top of tho e mountaines a* 
bove the middle region are fo quiet, that allies f lighteft things) 
arc not moved out of place. 

Ve rT. 1.1. The heart of hint that hath understand rag feeketh kpoiv- 
lejtte ] As an hungry man fecks mcar, or a cove::ous man gold; 
thonore he hath, the more hedelires. Mofeswvs no fooner off 
the mount where he had fecn God face to face, hut he cryes Lord 
Jjjnv me thy nlory. ‘David that knew more then his teachers, cryes 
ever and anon, 'Teach me thy (latutes. Job preferres knowledge 
before his ncceflary food;' Chryfippus was fojfludjous, thathee 
could not make time to cat his meat,but hadjier.ftied with hung- 
cr ifliis maid Mejijfa had not put m eat i nto his m outh. John face 
the bboktKaTthe Angel gave him, Rcv.io.p. Jacobus deVorag^ 
no, and Petrus Com eft or had their names, fron devouring th: 

Bible 
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Bible. Let fools feed on foolifhnefle, as fyone dp on fwill, as 
flyes do on botches, as carrion-kites do on flicking carcafes* as 
Tartarian do on dead camels, affes, dogs, cats &c. thewife-man 
findes no fuch fweetneffe in the moft delicate and dainty dilhes, as 
in the fearch after divine knowledge, Tfol. 119.103. Even AH * 
flotle faith that a little knowledge, though con/e&ura^about 
heavenly things, is to be preferred above knowledge, though 
certaine, about earthly things. And Agttr faith, it is to afeendinto 
heavem Prov, 30.4. 

Verf.iy. All the dayes of the affixed are evilTf Tbeguiltoflin 
puts a fting into afflittions,and makes them very grievous. Nihil 
eft mi ferine quomanimushotmnie confctusjhid the Heathen. Such p Aut. 
an affliction may well be called as Am, 6 . 6 . Jbebharim a breaking 
tojbivers, forthenGodis aterrourtoman,jfcr.i7,/7. and runs 
upon the thick boffes of his bucklers, lob 15.16. Hindelfis alfo a 
Magor-mijfabib to himfeif: fo that he is for the time, in the very 
fnburbs of hell, and ready to become his own deathfroan as lu- 
Aos. Hence Anfelm, Mallem puna A peccato, faith he, gehen- 
nam intraye , quam peccati ferde pcllatat , cxlarum regva te- 
nere. 

Tut he that is of a merry heart, hatha contitmaUfcafTf The fin- 
cere heart,the quiet confcience will not only ftand tfndergreateft 
preflures, as Paul 2 Cor. 1.9. ia. but goes as merrily to dye in a 
good caufe as ever he did to dine, as diverfe Martyres: be the 
aire clear or cloudy, he enjoyes a continual ferenity, and fits con¬ 
tinually at that blefied feaft, whereat the blefled angels are cookes 
and butlers (asl«t6«*hathic ) and the three Perfons in Trinity 
gladfome guefts. Mafter Latimer faith, that the afflirance of hea¬ 
ven is the fweet-meats of this feaft. There are other dainty 
difhes, but this is the banquet. Another faith. In minimo maxi¬ 
mum efi,bona mens in corpore humano ; qua Ji adjit, deticiofius vivit 
etiam is qui t erunt turn non habet in or be, quam fi-ixunumhomincm 
[excentos confles Sardanapalos. All other feafiscothis are ftark 
hunger. It is a full feaft, a lafting feaft, not for a day as that of 
Nabal, nor for 7. dayes as that of Sampfon , no nor of ninefcore 
dayes, asthat of Ahajhuerofb , but a durable continual feaft with¬ 
out intermiflion of folace, or interruption offociety. Vit ergo o 
homo femper epuluri ? vit nunquam trifiis e{fe? ( faith Bernard) 
benevive. Wile thou therefore, Oman, never be lad > wilt thou 
turne thy whole life into amerryfeftival ? get and keep a good 
Z con- 
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Heathen Phitofopher could fay“o' 

A good man keeps hoiy-day all the year about. 

Verf. 16. * a little with the feare of the Lord^ This S 

one fpecial confideration that keeps up the good hea X ‘n continu¬ 
al! comfort. Concerned godlineflfe is great nches --Mferaefi 

MamcMa ctxr™. Great treafures bring great troubles. It 
is not-the great cage-that makes the bird fing. It is not the great 
eftate that brings alway the inward joy,the cordiall (ontentment. 
The little lark with a wing fees further then the oxe AMth a bigger 
eye, but Without a wing ? Birds ufe not to fmg when they are on 
the ground ; but when got into the aire, or upon the top of trees. 
If Saints be fad, itis becaufe they ate too bufre here below and 
( Martha like) troubled about many things with n .-gleft of that 
one thing neceffaiy. They that will be rich, peir:e themfelves 
thorough with many forrowes. If the bramble beai rule, fire will 
rifeout 2 of it that willeonfume the cedars; the lean cine will foon 
eat up the fat,and it fhall not be feen by them. It is hard to handle 
thefe thornes hard, and not to prick ones fingew. R ches 
fthough well got) are but as Manna: thofe that gathered lefie, 
had no want: and thofe that gathered more, ’twas but a trouble 

“ver?. 0 

feertta eft amicitu filth one. The .able is dedicated to oendftip 
and an abfurd thing it is there toraife quarrels or to revenge 
wrongs, as Abfolom did when he killed .his brother Amnon, as 
Alexander did when he killed his friend Philotes: a id as the great 
Turk when he intends the death of any of his great Bafoaws, hee 
invites them to a feaft, in the midft whereof he commandeththe 
black gowntobecaft upon their (Boulders, and then they are 
frrefently taken from table and Wangled. Jfaac made a feaft for 
AbmelechwlPhicol to Ibew that he was hearth/ reconciled to 
them, Qe».i6 30. The Greeks had their xw™?**-. ; or loye-fcafts 
forbkepurpole. Among.beLatinct (a S ^r».dWy«h .,ym 
held a complcat feaft, ft belli convemant homines > ft temper is J* 
habita ratio , filocus fit non ingratus , finon negligent apparatus, , It 
they were merry men that met, if they fat<e not 0Ve . r *fe™ E 
over-late, if the place were pleafant, andthe cbearindifferenu 
Green herbes(it feemes) was a great diOvWith t^^which there- 
fo.cthey called as .f they though»» “ 

wanting, if that were fctnpon.be table. Thefe Iterbes they a 
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called *Acetaria, becaufe they ufed to dip them inyin^ BccnJan> 

ger: and thereunto if they had bread, ( which they called Pants 
Zfvkt) they held, they had alt chac hearc could wifh, or need re- 

^ Verf, 18; *A Wrathfull man fiirreth ttpfirife~\ .Mifcet lites, he 
mingleth ftrife with his meat, and feeds upon ehafing-difhes. Such 
troublefomeguefts Angnjlin forbad histable by thefe two verfes 
written round about ic, jw.i-em. 

. jguifquu amat di&is aliorumrodere famam, PofCd.inv 

Hanc menfarii. vetitam noverit ejfefibi. 

This is the worft mufike at meat that may be. But fome men 
malediZlis altint nr , ut venenit caprea. ^David met with fuch hypo¬ 
critical mockers in fcafts, that moft uncivilly gnafhed upon him 
with their teeth, 9 >fal. 35. 16. Hence much mifcbeifmany times 
arifeth For, as Bafil noteth, Ira exit at rixam , rixa par it convT 
da, convicia ichts,icltts vainer a, dr fiepe vainer a mors confequitur. 

Wrath ftirres up ftrife, ftrife caiufeth ill words, ill wojds draw on 
blowes.bloodfhed, and lode of life fometimes. 

. Bat he that is JloW to anger, appeajethfirife'} Is as bufie to ftinc 
ftrife, as the other to ftirre it; brings hisfiucketsto quench this 

unnatural fire betwixt others.and puts, up injuries donQ to. himlelf, 

as Jonathan did when his father flang a javelin at hin\, herofe 
from table, and walked into the field. David alfo, though 
provoked, yet he, as a deafman heard not, and root as one dumb, 
in Whofe month there iras no reproofe., Such peaceable and peacc r 

maktno men are hlefled of Godand highly ; cfteem^Pfmen f 
when wranolers are to be fhunned asperilousperfons. Make not 
friendfiiip with an angry man, faith Solomon, Prov.22.24 And • 
they are not much to be regarded , that with-every little offen- 
(ive breath, or difgraceful word are blown up into rage,that, Will 
not be laid downe without revenge or reparation., to cure; their 

Cf Verf 19. The v;ay of a flothfkllman, is as a hedge ofth6mei\’Per • 
plexed and letfome ; fo that he gets no ground, makes no riddance; 
he goesasif he were (hackled, when he is t 0l go upon any good 
courfe” fomanyperilshecafts, and fo many excutes he makes: 
this hewants and that he wants, when in truth it is a heart on 
that he wants: being wofully hampered,and inthraUed m the m- 
vifible chaines of the Kingdome of darknefic, and driven about 
by the devil at his pleafure. ^This will be a bodkin at thefe mens 
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hearts one day to think, I had a price in my hand, but no heart 
to make ufe of it; I fooliflily held that a little With eafe wot heft, 
and fo negle&ed fo great falvation ; ^lifting off him t iac fpake to 
Gerraani di- me from heaven, Heb. 12.25. and pretending fome Lion in the 
cuntAnfer eft aay ftomt goofte atihegate, when I wasted© any thingformy 
in porta. fouleshealch. Never any came to hell (faith one) bit had (ome 

. pretence for their com ming thither. 

Via It rata. But the way of the righteous is made plaine'J Or, is 1 aft up as a 

Catifey , aGabbatba, fob. 19.13. a rode raifed above the reft. 

There feemesto be an aliufion to that bank, or caufe/that went 
from the kings houfe to the Temple, rChren.26.16, 8. 1 Kings 

10,5. 2 (fibre*. 9, n. And the fenfeis, that the godly by much 
praftife of piety, having gotten an habit, difpatch duty with de* 
light, and come oft with comfort; fee Ifa. 40.31. 

Verf. 20. <tA wife fon maketh a glad father 3 See the Note on 
■chap: to. 1. 

Verf. 2i . Folly is joy to him that is deftitute of undtrjlanding^ 

See the Note on chap. 10.23. 

"But a man of under flanging walketh upright lj~\ And hec doth it 
with delight as the oppofilion implyes. Chrifts burder is no more 
Stnceritas Te* grievous to him, ';hen the wing is to the bird. AFat. i 1.30,1 1 oh. 
renitadsma- 5* 3. His fincerity fupplyes him with a ferenity; the joy of the 
*er, fine <j«a Lord, as an oyle of gladnefle, makes him lith and nimble in waies 
omn?s U *te taS • °^holine{fe : And this fpirituail joy in fome ban habitual glad- 
&seft. filar' of heart, which conftamly after affuranceis found in them, 

though they feel not the paflions of joy; but in othe :s there are 
felt at fometimes the vehement pafliens of joy, but not any con¬ 
stant gladnefle. 

Verf. 22. Without counfell purpofes are difappoirted ] The 
word here rendered CounfeU , flgnifies Secret: bec.ufe counfel 
fhbuld be kept fecret; which to figrrifie,the old Roma ns (as Ser~ 
vius ceftifyeth) built the Temple ofConfus their God of counfel 
Jubte&o in (fiirco , in a publike place, but under a covert. And it 
grew to a proverb, Romani fedendo vincunt. The Ro manes, by 
fitting in counfel,conquer their enemyes. But what a fi range man 
was Xerxes (and it profpered with him accordingly) who in bis 
eipedition againft Greece called his Princes together, but gave 
\ them no freedom of fpeech, nor liberty of counlelLeft (faid 

Vat Max.lib. he to them) I fhouldfeem to follow mine own counfel, I have 
* C ap.j. ' affembled you: And now, doy ou remember^hat it becomes you. 1 

' ” " . ‘ '. rather. 

' ____ —^ 

rather to obey then to advife. Such another was that James that \ 

raigned in Scotland, in our Edsvardthe fourths time. He was coo }| 

much wedded ( faith the Hiftorian) to hbown opinion , and Danielt Kifi. I 

would not endure any mans advice (how good foeyer J that hee * 1 

fancied not: he would feldome ask counfel,but never follow any. j 

■ See the Note on chap. it. 14, 

! Verf. 23. A man hath joy by the anfwer of his mauth~\ Itreflc&s 

comfort upon a man when he hathipoken difcreetly to the bene- 

■ fit and good content of others. Some degree of comfort fol- j 

iowes every good a^ion, ash eat accompaniefe.iire; as beams and | 

influence ifiue from the Sun, whichis fo true, that very Heathens 

upon the difeharge of a good confcicnce, have found cotnfott.and 
peace anfwerable. 

A wordfpoken in due feafon , hoW good is.it One, IcafonaMe 

truth falling on a prepared heart , hath oft aftrong and fwecc o- 
peration. galeacius was converted by a fimilitude ufed by Peter 

Martyr reading on iffiorinth . Junius was reduced from Atheifme, 
by conference with a countrey-man of his. Luther having hard 

Staupicius fay that that is kinde repentance which begins from 1 

( the love of God , ever after that time the practice of repentance 

■ was the fweeter to him. Alfo this fpeech of his took well with 

| Luther , Dottrinapradeftinationis incipit a vulneribus(fhrifti. The Melch. Adam. 

* do&rine of predeftination begins at Chrifts wounds. Melanfthon 

tells how that one time, when Luther (as he was naturally paflio- jj 

nate) fell into a great difteraper upon forae provocation, bee [ 

quickly quieted him by reciting this verfe 1 

Vince emimos iramepue tuam cjui cateravincis. 

At the hearing hereof Luther curbs in his paflion,and finding 
faid, Non v damns de his amplius , feddealiis colloqui. VVeele talk Johan. Man!,, 
no more of thefe matters. ... loc * com ' 

Verf, 24. The way of life is above to the mfe~] He goes an higher 
way then his neighbour, even in his common bufmefles, becaufe 
they are done in faith and obedience. He hath his feet where 0* 
ther-mens heads are, and (like an heavenly Eagle) delights him- 
felf in high-flying. Bulled he may be in mean low things, but not 
fatisfyedin them as adequate objeds. A wife man may/port 
, with children, buttbatisnot hishufineffe. Domitian fpent his 
lime in catching flyes, and Artaxerxesin making hafts for knives, 

. but thatwas the bafenefle of their fpirits, Wretched worldlings 
make it their work to gather wealth: as children do to tumble a ;; 

Z 3 . fnow* . 
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fnow-ball • they are Mattered abroad throughout al the land , (as 
thofe poor //>2</i(«were, £W. 5. .2. to gather ftubble) not 
< whhout-aninternegleft of their poor foules. But what, I wonder, 
theft men do when Death (hall come with a writ ofUubtM 
„„ j f u p r) ev il with a writ of Habeas atttm.tm, vyhen the 
co?d grave fh»ll have their bodyes, and hot hell hold their jouks? 

O thft they that have their hands elbow deep in the cart ^ th ^ are 
rooting and digging in it, as if they would that way dig them- 
felves a new and a nearer way to hell, O that theft greedy moles, 
thefeinfatiate muck-wormes would .bq warned i:o flye from the 
wrath to come, to take heed of hell beneath , and not fell their 
Lies to the devil for a little pelf , as they fay[Pope Stlveflerhi 
for feven years enjoyment of the Popedom ! Oh .hat they would 
meditate cverv day . a quarter of an houre (*$ 1 raacuXatterm 
ccnincelled 9 JL 3 King of Fomgall j on that divine (entice, 
X^nilprofifaJnro win the wholeworld end lofe h<so*» 
fottlcX Hefliouldbealofetbythe fale:of his fou e, hee fhould 
be (that which he fo much feared to be) a beggar, begging ( n 

vaine) though but for a drop of cold water to coole his 

t0n ^erf 2 < The Lord will deftroj the houfe of the broad ] \\ here 
he thinks himfelfmoft fafe, God will puli him (as it wereby the 
eares)out of his tabernacle,he will furely imrooft him,unneft him 
vea though he hath fet his neft among the ftarres, as he did proud 
Tucifer. & who keept not his firfteftate, but leit his habitation 
which indeed he could hold-no longer for icfpuedhim out into 
jude < 5 - He jj t h aC j»femtu ab inferendo dtfttts. See tt'.eNote on chap. 

1 ^Bu!he\\ill Ifidlijb the border of the widow} ot the teft of her 
goods only, but the very utmoft borders othei fmallpotkflion, 
She hath commonly no great matters to be pi oud of, nor any 
patrons to fticktoher and fticklc tor her. She hath her name in 
Hebrew of dumbneffe '• becaufe either flic canr.ot fpeab forhet 
fdf (death hiving cut off her head, her husband who was ) , 

fpeak for her) orif (he do fpeak, her tale cannot be heard , Lnkp 
,8 4 . God therefore will fpeak for her in the: hearts of her gr?a- 
reft oppofites and oppreffours. He alfo w.ll do for her, and de- 
fend her borders: as he did for the Sbmamte . and i or. the j 

-septan, and for the poor Prophets widdow (wnofe debts he paid , 
for her) and for the widow of2ir«i»j.whof«:fonheradedwj. 

requefted, Luke 7.13. Especially iffhe be a widow indeed,, Tim. 1 

5. futh as Anna \nz$, Lake 3. A vine whofe root is uncovered { 

thrives not.- a widow whofe covering of eyes is taken away, I 

joyes not. Eut in God the -fatherlefle findeth mercy, Hof. 

14, 3. and he will caufe the widowes heart to fing for joy. Job 

29. 13. 

Verf. 26. T he thoughts of the wicked are abomination ] Let him 
not think to think at liberty. Thought is not free , as fome fools 
would have it. To fuch God faith. Hearken, O earth. Behold I 
bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughtSy ler. 6. 

\g , The very Heathen could fay, Fecit quifque quantum veluiti 
what evil a man wills hee does. And Incejla eft & fine fiupro qua 1 

fiuprum cupit. He that lufteth after a woman, hath lain with her ! 

in his heart. If I regard iniquity in mine heart,faith £>.<?//W,fhall ) 

not God findthis out, and for it re/ed my prayer ? Pfal. 66. 18. 

Kimchi (beingfowred with pharifaicall leven) makes this ftrange f ; 

fenfe of that Text: If I regard iniquity only in my heart, fo that i 

1 it break not forth into outward ad, the Lord will not hear me, [ 

f that is,he will not hear fo as to impute it or account it a fin. But 

was not this ccedem Scripturarumfacere, (as Tertullian hath it) to- J 

murther the Scripture, or at leaft to fet it on the rack, fo to make 
\ it fpeak what it never intended' to force it to go two miles,whem 

it would go but one ? 

! But the words of the pure are pieafant words} Such as God books; 

up, Mai. 3.16. and makes hard fhift to hear, as I may fo fay, for 5 

he hearkens and heares. ib. The rather, becaufe thefe pleafanc ! 

words are the fruits and produds of that law of grace within, \ 

that good treafnre, that habit of heavenly mindedneffe they have j 

acquired. For though the heart of the wicked be little worth,and : 

as little fet by; yet the tongue of the juft is as choice filver, Prov. 

10.20. (See the Note there.) He mints his words, and God layes 

Them up as his riches, yea looks upon them as apples of gold in . 

pidures of filver, Prov. 25.11, as gold puE in a cafe of cutwork jj 

of filver, which is no lell’e precious then pleafant. See Ecclefi 2. jj 

10. with the Note there. p 

Verf 27. He that is greedy of gaine , troubleth his own houfe}, ti 

Fires his own neft, while he thinks to feather it ; fingers chat A fijn> | 

that will burn in his purfe, will prove lucrum in aredy damnum in 6 1 

confcicntid , gain to his purfe, but lofle to bis confidence. Adde 
hereunto that the covetous man's houfe is continually on a tumult 

of 
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of hafte and hurry i Up, up, up, faith he: tobed,tobed: quick 
at meat, quick at work, &c. what with labour, and what with 
paflion and contention, he and his houfhold never live at 
hearts-eafe and reft. Thus it was in thehoufes of Laban and 

Nab til, 

'But he that hateth gifts Jhall live’} Viz. Gifts gi\ en to pervert 
or buy juftice: the fire of God (ball devour the tabet nacles of fuch 
corrupt judge?. lob. 15. 

So for thofe that are bribed out of their Religion, Stratagem* 

Joh. Egnat. mnc eft Tontificium,ditare mttltos, utpii efe deftnant, The Papifts 

Gelli. dial. 5. p r0 pofe rewards to fuch as dial relinquifh the Proteflant Religion, 
and turn to them,as in Aufburgh, where they fay there is a known 
price forit, of ro.Florensa year. In France, where the Cfergy 
have made contributions for the maintenance of Renegado Mini- 
SpecuI.Europ. ft efs> fhusthey tempted Luther , but he would notbe hired to 
naill’a beftiT*" °° co and thus they tempted that noble Marque fie of Victim, 

non curat an- Nephew to Pope Paul the fifth, who left all for Chi ift and fled to 
rum, geneva, buthecryed out. Let their many pertjh with them that 

prtferre all the worlds wealth before one-dajes-comvitih ion with left's 

C hr ift and his defpifed people. 

Verf. 28. The heart of the righteous ftttdietb to a.ifwer] His 
( tongue runs norbefore his wit • but he weighs his -vords before 
he utters them (as carrying apaire of ballance betwixt his lips) 
jivy £9. and dippes his words in his mind ere men fee what colour they are 

7W. of, as Plutarch faith Phocion did. He hath his heart ( not at his 

mouth but) at his right hand,faith Solomon, to make life of, when 
he feeshi 9 time.when fome hard queftionwaspropo- 
fed to him,wonldtake three dayes-deliberation to anfwerit. And 
in his anfwer to Staphyltie he ingenuoufly confeflfei h, or rather 
complaineth: f$uos fugiamus habemue, qms feepu.tmur nondnm 
intelligimui : W e know whom we areto flye fromf meaning the Pa- 
pifts)but whom to follow,we as yet know not.Such c ivifions there 
were amongftthemfefve$,and fuch lack of light, at i:he beginning 
of the Reformation, that it was an ingenious thing to be a right 
reformed Catholike. A young man, one Vinccwixs Vitter (as 
Chemnitins relates it) when learned Auguftin demurred, and 
wonldnot determine the point concerning the Original of a ra¬ 
tional foule,cenfuredboldly the Fathers unrcfblvednefle, and 
vaunted * that he would undertake to prove by dunonftration, 
that foules are created de novo, by God. For which pereimory 

rafli* ; 

l : _ 

TaftineflE, the Father returned the young man a fober reprehen- njIr fignifi . 

fion a mild anfwer, as the Hebrew word here ufed maporceth: not cat rer P ondere 

fo (harp as that of Eafill to the Emperour's cook (who yet well humUi arc , no . 

enough deferved it. ) For when the fellow would needs be pour- § 

rin® Forth what he thought of fuch and fuch deep points of divi- 

ntctcy which he underftood not, Baftl rounded him up with, 

sby ic; Tiis t mv fyy.av r^vKiictt q£?vv?hv- It is for thee, man, to 

look well to thy porridge-pot, and not to meddle withthefe , 

Verf. 29 The Lord is fane from the wicked'] He was fofrom 
the proud Pharifee, who yet gat as neare God as he could 1 pref- . 

fins up to the higheft part of the Temple. The poor Publican, ; 

not daring to do fo, flood aloof off- yet was God far from the j 

1 Pharifee, near to the Publican. Videte magnummiracttlum, {laith ! 

Any lift inf) Aims eft D e m- erigis te, &ftigit a te; incline te & 
defeendit adte, &c. Behold a great miracle.- God tsonhigh, } 

thou lifteft up thy fe’f, and he Byes from thee - thou bo we ft thy 
lelfdownward, and he defeen’ds to thee. Low things he re- . 

fpefls, that he may raife them, proud things he knowes afar ott, . 

1 that he may depreffe them. When a ftubborn fellow being j 

committed, wasno whit mollified withhis durance butthecon- f 

l trary: One of theSenatours faid to the reft, let us forget him a ; 

E while, and then hee’Je remember himfelf. Such is Gods dealing | 

[ with thofe that ftout it out with him. I will go and returne to j 

| my place tilUhcy acknowledge their offence and feekrny face: j 

e intheir affliction (if ever) they will feek me earely. H./.5.15. Hof.?, if. , 

[ And it proved fo, (fhap.6. 1. ■ _ . ., 

But he heareth the prayer of the righteous] The Lord neare 
to all that call upon him. Pfal. 145. 18. His cares are «i> the* 
payers I Pet. 1 2. Yea,he can feel breach, when no voice can .. 
be heard for faintneffe, Lam. 3^6. when the Bella makes fuch 
a din, that its hard to hear the fpiricsfighs , he knowes the mean- 
ins ofche Spirit, Rom. 8. 26, 27. and can pick Lnglith out of our ■ ! 

broken requefts: yea, he hears our afflictions: Gen 16.11 .our - 1 

teares, Pfal. 39. 12, our chatterings, lfa.3S.14. though we cry t, 

to hiin.btit by implication only, as the young Ravens do, Pf. j 47 * ; 

9. k is not with God as with their Jupiter of Greet, that hadino • 

earcs , that was not at ieifure to atrend final matters, that jra r”? va : 3C c * 
cancelies in or/*, as Lucian fames,certain creviles orchinkes in hea, 

> ven thorough which, at certain times, he looksdown upon men , | 
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and hearts prayers : whereas at other times he heaie 3 themnot 
though they call upon him never fo long, never fo loud. Neither 
is it with God as with Baal, that purfuing his cnemk s, could not 
hear his friends: nor yet as with Diana, that beirgprelent at 
Alexander’s birth,couia not atthe fame time prefcrveher Ephelian 
Temple from the fire. Am l a God at hand faith the Lord, and net 
aGod afar of ? Jer.i 3.23. Yes, yes, he is both : and delights 
to’diftiriguifh himfelf from all dunghil-deities by hearing pray¬ 
ers. Hereby Manajfch knew him to be the true God, 2 Chron. 
33.13. and all Jfrael hereupon cryed out with one confent, The 
Lord he is God, the Lord he is God. l King, 18. 39. Ste the Note 
on verf. 8, of this Chapter. 

Verf. 30. The light of the eyes rejoyceth the heart ] Light and 
fight are very comfortable.He was a mad fool that b fing warned 
of wine by the Phyficians,as hurtful to his eyes, cryed out .Vale lu¬ 
men amicum^ If they will not bear with wine, they are m eyes for me. 
Truly the light is fweet,& a pleafant thing it is to behold the Sun. 
Ecclef. 1 r. 7. Eudoxus profeifed^hat he would be willing to bee 
Plutarch. burnt up by the Sun prefently,fo he might be admitted to come 
fo near it, as to behold the beauty of it,and to fee furl her into the 
nature of it. 

And a good report maketls the bones fat'd Lama boni, vet auditio 
bona- A good name,or good newts. Lgofibonamfamamfervafo, 
fat dives era. faith he in Plautus. It is riches enough to be well 
Xenophon. reputed and reported of. It is hArov aW/>ut, the fwet ccfl hearing. 

It pleafed David well .that whatfoever he did pleafed the people. 
It pleafed St. John well, that his friend ‘ Demetrius h;,d a good re¬ 
port of the truth, 3 loh. 12. and he had no greater joy then to 
hear that his children walked in the truth. Pindar as could fay, 
that the Bath doth not fo refrefh the bones, as a goo d name doth 
the heart. 

]ohSatif.<Ic Verf. 31. The ear that heareth the reproofs of life J That is, 
nugis curiali- lively and life-giving reproofes• Veritas afpera tfi, veritrn amari- 
urn, tudo ejus utilior Cr integrisfenfibusgratior cjtidm memricant'n lin¬ 

gua difiillansfavus, Truth is (harp, but be it bitter, yet is it bet¬ 
ter and more favoury to found fenles, then the hor y-drops of a 
flattering tongue. 

Verf 32. He that refufeth inftrutiion, defpifeth his own fouled 
Is a finner againft his own foule, as Core and his complices were: 
and fets as light by it, as if it were not worth looking after, Oh 

.is it. 


Chap. 15. upon the P RO v e r b s. 179 

iTit nothing to lofe an immortal foule, to purchafe an everliving 
death? wilt thou deftroy that for which Chrift dyed? iCor. 8. n. 
what (hall a man give in exchange for his foule ? There is no 
great matter in the earth but man, nothing great in man but his 
foule, faid Favorinus ; whofe image and fuperfeription is ^but 
Gods ? give therefore unto Qod the things that are Gods , by deli - 
vering ic up to his difeipline. 

But he that heareth reproofe , getteth undemanding J Hebr. Pof- 
feffeth his heart. This is like that fentence of our blefied Saviour, 

In your patience pofefeye your foules~d They have need of patience Matto 
thatmufthear reproof: for man is a crofle creature , and hkes Lukc aI _ 
not to be controlled or contraried. But fuffer ( faith that great 
Apoftle ) the words of exhortation: fuffer them in Gods name, 
iharp though they be , and fet on with feme more then ordinary 
earneftnefle. Better it is that the vine fhonld bleed then dye. St- 
nite virgam corripientern, ne Jentiatis malleum conterentem. Certes, 
when the Lord (hall have done to you according to all the good 
that he hath fpoken concerning you, and hath brought you to his 

Kincdome, This fballbenogriefeuntoyouorofenceofheart (*$ i Sam.15.30* 

he faid in a like cafe) that you have hearkened to inftrudtion, and 31. 

.been bettered by reproof. . 

Verf. 3 3. Thefeare of the Lord is the inflruZtm of mj domed bee 
the Note on chap. 1.7. 

And before honour is humility 3 David came not to the King¬ 
dom till he could truly fayj Lord y mj heart ts not haughty , nor mine 
eyes lofty. See. Pfal.131. 1. Abigail was not made Davids wife, 
till fhe thought it honour enough,to wadi the feet of the meanelt 
oi Davids fetvants, 1 Sam, 25.40. Mofes muft be forty years 
a ftranger in Mi dan, before he become King in lejburm, he mult 
be ftruck Tick to death in the lnne,before he go to Pharaoh on that 
honourable Embaflagc. Luther obferved that ever (tor molt 
pan) before God fee him upon any fpecial fervice forthegopd 
of theChurch, he had fome fore fit of fickndte. Surely > as the 
lower the ebbe, the higher the tide: fo thelowerany defeendm 
humiliation,the higher they (hall afeend in exaltation • the lowcc 
this foundation of humility is laid, the higher (hall the roof of ho¬ 
nour be over-laid. 

A a 2 CHAP. 
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CH A P. XVI. 

Verf i. The'Preparations of the heart in rnvn] 

H E faith not of rmn, as if it were in mans power to difpofe of 
his own heart ; but in m.w, as wholly wrough: by God $ for 
our futficiency is not in our fclves; but in "him (as we live, fo) we 
move,/?#. i8 28.(underftand it ofthe motionsoftiie mind alfo.) 

-It is he that fafhioneth the hearts ofmen, 7 yo 3 # 3 « Iliapingthcm 
at Ijis pleafure.He put fmall thoughts into the heart of zAbapute- 
roflj, but for great purpofes. And fo he did into the heart of our 
Hcirry 8. about his marriage with Katherine of Spaing the Rife 
? of that Reformation here, ejaam defoeraffet <ctas p>£terita, admi- 
*»* ratur prfter.s^ obftupcfcct ftstura, as S cult c tut hath it, which for- 

tc.i.ep. c jc. a g es (j e fp 3 i re( j of 3 the prefent admircth, and ti e future fha.ll 
Itand amazed at. 

And the a;; fixer of the tongue is from the Lord] for though a 
man have never fo exactly marfhailed his matter in his hand, as it 
-py difpo- were j n b actc i arr3 y } ( as the Hebrew word here imports, and as 
&acicmin”^ ‘Daviduling the fame word, faith, he will marfliall his Prayer, 
ilrucrc %uiti-and then be as a fpie upon a watch-tower, tofeewhac became 
cat. ofir, whether he got the day, Pfil. 5.3) thou ah he have fee 

down with himfeif both what and how to ipeak .• fo that it is 
not only feriptum in aninso, fed fcnlptum ctiant, zs the Oratonr 
faid : yet he fha!l never be able to bring forth his conceptions, 
without the obftc tricat ion of Gods affiftance. The moft eloquent 
f Dcm?Jlhcnes , being lent fundry times in Emb; fl'age to Phi- 
dp;n e. /joking of Maccdovy, thrice ftood fpeechlefft before him, and 
y .thrice more forgot what he intended to have fpoken. Like wife 
xk J'lihd^.To Latonm 0 f Lovain (a great fcholler,) having 'prepared a fet 
't'wni" eiK(iV fp eec b to be made before the Emperour, Char la the fifth, was 
* fo confounded when he came to deliver it, that he uttered nothing 
but non-fenfe, and thereupon fell into a fit of defp;.ire. So Attga- 
(Une having once loll himfeif in a Sermon, and wanting what elfe 
co fay, fell upon the Manichces, (a point that he had well ftudi- 
ed)and by a good Providence of God, conver.ed one there 
prefent* that was infetted with that errour. Digrrflions are not ^ 

always', 
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always unufeful: Gods fpirit fometimes draws afide the doeftrine 
to fiusfic fome foulc which the Preacher knows not. But though 
God may force ic, yet man may not frame it; and icis a moft 
happy ability to fpeak punctually, directly and readily to the 
point. The Corinthians had elocution as a fpecial gtfcofGod-: 
and Saint Paul gives God thanks forthem, that in every thing 
they were enriched by him, in all utterance and in all knowledge, 

1 Or. 1.5, , . ,. _ 

Verf 2. zAH the nays of a man are clean in his omi eyes] Eve¬ 
ry man is apt enough to think well of his own doings , and 
would be forry but his penny fhonld be good filver. They that = 
were born in hell know no other heaven: neither goes any 
man to hell, bathe hath fome excufe for ic. Quintilian could fay 
feeler 1 unnqtsam defuijfe rationem • As covetoulaclTe, fo moft o- 
thcr fins go cloaked and coloured. Sed ferdet tn con/peBu judtes 
auo-l fulvet in confpeEht icftimantis. Allis not gold that glifters. 

A thing that I fee in the night may Ihine; and that ihining pro¬ 
ceed from nothing but rottennelfe. Melius eft pallens aurum , Bern. 
aiiamfulgcns aurichalcum^ T hat which is highly efteemed amOnglt 
men, isabomination io the fight of God, Luke 1 6. 15- 

But the Lord weioheth the jpirits] Not fpecches and actions on¬ 
ly, as Prov. 5.21. but mens aimes and infides. Men fee but the 
furfaceof things, and fo are many times miftaken : but Gods fi¬ 
ery eyes pierce into the inward parts, and there difeover a new 
found World of wickgdnefi. He turns up the boctome of the bag, 
as jofephs Reward did ; and then out come all our thefts and mii- 
domgs, that had fo long lainc latent. 

Vex-i.Commit thy Works unto the ZmQDcpend upon him amne 
for direction Sc fucce^this is the readieft way to an holy tcciincy 
& found fetelement.Hang not in doubtful fufpenle,as Meteors do 
m the ayr, Luf 12.19.Neither make difeourjes in the nyre^Q one 
renders' kJ as thoft ufe to do, whole hearts are haunted with 
earkino cares. Let not your thoughts be diftrabled about thefe 
things ."so the Syriack hath it. But caft your burden upon the 
Lord rfxl. 35. by a writ of remove^ as it were. Yea call all 
your care upon God : for he careth for you, 1 Vet. 5. 7. I will be 
’Carctcffe according to my name, faid John Cardeje Martyr. 
Commit the matter to God, and he will effect it, lfalm . 


37 - 

And 


thy thoughts ft air bo eftablifhed] Never is the heart at reft, 
A a 3, tuV; 
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till ir. repofe upou God .- till then it flickers up and down, as No¬ 
ah's dove did upon the face of the floodand found no footing, 
till flie returned to the Ark This is certain (faith a Reverend 

M Ca r e Divine, yet living) fo farce as afoule can flay on, and trttfl in god, 

fo farre it enjoys a fweet fettlement and rranquilliiy of fpirit : 
perfeCl: truft is blefledwith a per fed peace : A famous inftance 
for this we have in our Saviour: AViV is my foule troubled and 
tv bat flail / fay ? Father fave me from this hottre • btst Lor this caufe 
came / to this hottre: Father glorifie thy name , Johr 12, 27, 2$. 

All the while the eye of his humanity was fixed upon deliverance 
from the noure ofterrfptadon, there was no peace nor reft in 
his loule : becaufe there he found not only incertaincy but im- 
poflibility ; for this cauje came I to this hottre. But w aen he could 
cometo this, Father glorif.e thy name, when he could waic on, ac- 
quiefee in, and refigne to the will of his Father, we never heare 
of any more objections, feare or trouble. Thus he. 

Vaf.4, The Lord hath made all things for himfe If) that is, for 

Plato (mem his own glory, which he feeks in all his works, and well he may : 
h ijus mundi . f or h r ft he hath none higher then himfelf, to whom to have re- 
dlSrmavh. J P e & 5 And ftcondly, he is not in danger (as we fhould be in like 

C L ‘cafe,of being puffed up or defirous of vain-glory. Or thus, He 

hath made all things for himfelf that is, for the demonftration of 
his goodndfe, according to that of Augufiine , flfuia aonusefl dens 

De Doftr fumus : & in quantum fumus,boni flumus. We owe both our being 

Chriftiana. and well-being, and the glory of all to God alone, Rom. n. ult. 

The wickedalfo for the day of evilf\ i. e. of deftruCion. Hereof 

Pern. Z)« voluntas efi ratio rittionum • nec tantitm reel. 1 fedregttL -. 

Howbeit whereas Divines make two parts of the dtcree of Re¬ 
probation. viz. Preterition and Predamnation. All agree for the 
' latter (faith a learned Interpreter,) that God did never deter¬ 

mine to damne any man for his own pica lure, but th : caufe of his 
Perdition was his own fin. And there is a reaibn for c. For God 
may (to fhav his fovetaignty) annihilate his creature; but to 
appoint a reafonablc creature to an eftate of endlefle pain, with¬ 
out refpeCt of his defert, cannot agree to the unfpotted Jullice of 

God. Andfor the other part of patting over an iforfaking a 
■ great part of men for the glory of hisjuftice, the exa&eft Di-. 
vines do not attribute thac to the meer will of Goi, but hold, 
cliac God did lit ft look upon thofe men as finners :.t lealt in the 
general corruption brought in by the fall; For all nen hafc fin- , 

ned ’1 

k': _^ 

ned by cAdam, and are guilty of high treafon againft 

God. 

Verf. 5. Every one that is proud in heart , &c.f\ That lifts tip j 

himfelf againft God and his righteous decree, daring to repre¬ 
hend what they do, not comprehend about the dodlrine of Re¬ 
probation, as thofe chatters, Rom. 9. 20. Thefe whiles like j 

proud and yet brickie clay, they will be knocking their fidesa- 
gainftche folid and eternal decree of God (called mountains of 
bratte, Zacb. 6. 1.) they break themfelves in pieces. Solikewife i 

do liich as (tumble at the word, being difobedient, vvhereunto al- j 

fo they were appointed, 1 Tet. 2.8. How much better were it 
for them to take the Prophets counfell, Heare and give eare, be 
not proud , for the Lord hath fpoken it. Gtve glory to the Lord your 

Cjod, (let him be juftified and every mouth flopped; fnbfcribe to 

his moft perfeeft juftice, though it wer* in your own utter deftru- j 

Clion) before your feet Bumble upon the darkjmoitntains, Sec. Jer. 

13.15,16- That was a proud and Atheiftical fpeech of Lewis 
the eleventh. Sifalvabor,falvabor: flvero damnabor, damnabor , 

If I fhall be faved, Khali be faved, and if.J-fhall be damned,! (hall 
be damned; and there’s all the care that I (hall take. Notun¬ 
like to this was that wretched refolution of one Rufus, of whom 
it is ftoried, that he painted God on the one fide of his fhield, 
and thedevillon the other, with this mad Motto, Si tnme nolis 
ifle rogitat. If thou wilt not have me here’s one will. 

: Though hand joy ne in handf\ See the note on chap. 11. 21. Some 

: make hand in hand to be no more then out of hand, immediately, 

or With eafe ; for nothing is fooner or with more eafe done, 
then to fold one hand in another, God fhall fpread forth his 
j hands in the midft of them, as he that fwimmeth fpreadeth forth 

i his hands to fwim, and he fit a 11 bring down their pride together 

with the fpoile of their hands, //i 25. u. The motion in fwim- 
ming is eafie, not ftrong: for ftrong ftrokes in the water would 
rather fink then fupport, God with greateft facility can fubdue 
his flout eft adverfarie, when once it comes to handy gripes, 
when once his hand joyns to the proud mans hand, (fo fome 
fenfe this text,) fo that they do manns conferere, then (hall it ap¬ 
pear that it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God,Heb. lo. 

Verf. 6. Ry mercy and truth iniquity is purgedf Leaft the proud 

Perfon hearing thefe dreadful threats Ihould fall into defpair, 

1 here . 
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here is a way fhewed him how to efcape. By mercy and truth, 
that is, by the goodnefte and faithfulnefieof God,by his love that 
moved him to promife pardon to the penitent, and by his truth 
that binds him to performe-, iniquity (though never o hateful.be 
it blafphemy or any like hainous fin. Mat. 12.31.) is purged or 
expiated, ^.thorough Chrift, who is the Propitiation for out 
fins, x John 2. 2. Sec chap. 14. 22. with the note. 

t/fnd by the feare of the Lord men depart from evilQ As in the 
former claufe were declared the caufes of Juftification.fo here the 
exercife of iandiheation, for thefe two go ever together Chrift 
doth not only walla all his in the fountain of his bloc d opened for 
fin and for uncleanneife,Z^b. 13.1. but healeth their natures of 
thac fwinilh difpofition, whereby they would clfe wallow againe 
in their former filth. The Laver and Altar under tie Law fitu- 
ated in the fame Priefts Court fignified the lame, as the water 
and blood iffuing out of Chrifts fide.- viz. the nectflary concur¬ 
rence of luftification and Sandification in all that fr ail be faved 
that was intimated by the Laver and water, this by the altar and 

blood. ... 

Veif. 7. When a mans ways pleafe the Lord J Sm is the only 
make-bait that fees God and man at difference. Now when God 
is difpteafcd.all his creatures are up in armes to fetch in his rebels, 
and to do execution, who then would fet the briar: and thorns a- 
qainft him in battell ? would he not go thorough them ? would he 
not burn them together? Let him then take hold cf my ftrengtk , 
faith God, that he may make peace with me, and he fivali nuke 
peace with me, I/a. 27. 4, 5. And not with God or ly, but with 
the creature too that gladly takes his part, aud is ;.t his beck and 
check. Laban followed lacob with one troop. Sfatt met him 
wirh another.- both with hoftile intentions. But G ad fo wrought 
for Jacob whom he had chofen, that Z^aleavsh m with a ktlVe, 
£/att meets him with a kiffe. Of the one he hath an Oath, Tears 
of the other, Peace with both Who Hull need to feare men, 
that is in league with God ?. 

Verf. 8. Better is a little W'ith rlghtcovfneffe, A fmaU 

flock well-gotten, is morecomforcably enjoyed and bequeathed 
to Polterity, thenacurfed hoard ofcvill gocten gaods. The rea- 
fon why People pleafe not God, and are contrary to all men (as 
this verie refers tothe former) is becaufe they pteferre gain be¬ 
fore God, and care not how they wrong men, fo they may have 

it. See 15,16. Veri., 
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Verf. 9. <tAman’s heart devifeth his way, but God dire Beth his 
ftepsfj Man purpofeth, God difpofeth of all . Trov. 19. 21. E- 
vents many times crofle expedation, neither is it in man to order 
hisown ways, Ier. 10. 23. This the Heathen faw, and were much a yStf. 5?5y. 
troubled atjasthe Athenians were,when their good General Ni- -ns Gso?/a« 
cias,\oft himfelf and his army in Sicily *So the Romans,when Pom- 
pey, Cato, and others, worthy Patriots, were wprftedby Julius 
Cafar, Brutus a wife and valiant man overthrown by vfnonius t S^Mhucyd. 
cryes out d rtojuuv dym\ &c. O miferc.ble venue, thou art a Dio. 
meer flave to fortune. Chriftians have learned better language, 
and can fet down themfelves with founder reafon, if crofted of 
their defignes or defires j they know it is the Lord ; they are dumb 
becaufe it is his doing, and they are pnnilhed leffe then their de- 
ferts, Ezra 9. 13* Pompey (that feeing all to go on Cafafs fide^ 
faid,there was agreat deal of mift over the eye of Providence,) 
did no better then blame the Sunne, becaufe of his fore 
eyes. 

Verf. 10. A divine fentence is in the lips of the King~\ It is, or 
fhouldbe. His words ufually pafle for oracles, and many times 
{land for laws: It fhould be his care thereforeto fpeak as the O- 
racles of God, iPcr.4 11. yea fo to fpeak aud io to do, as one 
that Hull be judged by the law of Liberty, lam. 2.12, (Or as 
fome read ic,) as they that friould judge by the Law of liberty. 

Our old word Koning, and by contraction King comes of Con p 
(faith Becanus,) which comprehends three things, Pojfum, Scto , 

Andco , I can do it, I know how to do it, and I date do it. If eh 
therhe want power,or skill,or couragetodojnftice, the People 
in ftead of admiring his divinations,wilicry out of him as the Ro¬ 
manes did of Tompey/niferia no fir a Magnus eft. This Grandee is 
our great mifery. 

His mouth tranfgrejfeth not in judgement^ viz. if he ask coun¬ 
fell at Gods mouth, as David did, and execute Iuftice, luftice, as 
MofejfycukSj Vent.16. 20. that is, purcjiftlice, without mud or 
mixture of felfifh affedions, fparing nertherthe great for might, 
nor the mean for mifery. 

Verf, 11, A juft weight and balance are the Lord) ] i. e. are com¬ 
manded and commended by him. Seechap.u. i.Deut.25. 14, 15, 

16. with the notes. 

All the waights of the bag are his worlQ i. e. his ordinance, and 
therefore nofro be violated. Yea they are indicia Domini ,as the 
B b vulgar 
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vulgar here reads the former claufe. Gods judgements. Let no 
man therefore go beyond or defraud his brother in buying and 
Ca!.l.n.c.i8. felling, forGod is the Avenger of all fuch, lTbef.q. Surely his 
... Magiftrates muft not tranfgrefle in judgement, left they prove 

Co urn. 1 , i. but fares pub/ici, as Cato called them, Utrones cum prlvilegio, as 
Columella , publike thieves, [cabs , as the Prophet 2fay terms 
them, chap. y. 7. and left their regiment without righceotifneffe 
appear to be but robbery with Authority : So neither muft pri¬ 
vate Perfons cheate and deceive their brethren by falfe waights 
and meafures &c. left they be looked upon as the botches of the 
Common-wealth, and enemies to civil fociety, 

Verf. j 2, It is an abomination for Kings to commit W ickedneffe] 

It is fo for any man, but efpecially for great men, Peter Martyr 
told Queen Elizabeth in an Epiftle, that Princes were doubly ob¬ 
liged to God,firft as men, lecondly as chiefe men. When I was 
Frcnch.Chron. bominto the world faid Henry the fourth of France^ here were 
thoufandsof others born befides myfelf-, what hav ; I done to 

God more then they ? it is his meer grace and mercy \ vhich doth 
often bind me more unto his jnftice, for the faults of great men 
are never fmall. Thushe. It is reported cf Tamberlar.e that war¬ 
like Scythian, that having overcome Bajazet the great Turk, he 
asked him whether everhe had given God thanks for making 
him fo great an Emperour ? who confefled ingenuoully he never 
thought of it. To whom Tamberlane replyed, that it was no 
wonder fo ungrateful a man fhould be made afpefladeofmife- 
ry. For you, faith he, being blind of one eye, and I lan le of a leg ; 
was there any worth in us, why God fhould fet us over two 
LeuncIav.An- great Empires of Turks and Tartars, to command many more 
nal. Tuicic, worthy then our felves ? Good turnes aggravate unkind- 
nefles: and mens offences are increafed by th.’ir obliga¬ 
tions. 

For the Throne is eflablifljedby rightcotifneffe] Politicians give 
many dire&ions for the upholding and conferving of Eingdomes: 
but this of Salomon is farre beyond them all. See it exemplified, 
Jer.2i. 13.^ 20. Shalt thou reigne becaufe thouclofeft thy felf in 

Cedar ? did not thy father eate and drink, and do judgement and 
juftice, and then it was well with him, &c. 

Verf. 13. Righteous lips are the delight of Kings] i. e. Of good 

Kings, fuch as David was, who loved Nathan never the worfe, 
but the better, for dealing plainly with him, gave him free accede 

to | 

n tdchpd chamber, and named him a Commiffionerforthe de- 
cur g of te Succeaour, . »*, ,-King iWthe feh took 
miich^idioht in Latimer that faithful Preacher j and ,S«ee» E- 

enquired much after Dettring, after (he had once heard •»- 

him tellino her in a Sermon, that once it was Tbuc 

now Vdtuindomittt fee. But wichoi.c her 

privity laid op fall enough by the Bilhops, and kept far enough 
frnm coming near the Court any more. , 

And they love him that fpeaketh right] They fhould do : but 
irfhls out fomewhat otherwife oft-times. zAthab hated M, 
and looks upon Eliah as a troubler of l/rael: Atafle: wha had 
thefe righteous ones donePthey taxed his finne they foretold his 
judgement: they defend it not,they inAifiedit not, they were 
therefore become his enemies,becaufe they told him the truth. 

Truth breeds hatred, as the faire Nymphs are famed to do the 

ugly Faunes and Satyres. Moft Princes are led by them Paratrtes, 
who footh them up in their fins, and ftnooth them up witff fare 
words, which foake into them, as oyle doth into earthen vellels. 

: <J) av idwiS none fuch, Tfal. ior. he went not attended, laith 

one, tit mine ft, magno agmine Aionum , Negonnm, Ganeonum, 

Palponnm, qnathonum , Balatronnm , with a great fort 0 jjJVCO- 
f chants, Count-parafices, Flatterers, &c. but had the beft he 

could pick to be next his Perfon, and loved them that fpoke • 

vk 14. T U ./•« Ki*t is a, Omnc- cr.hir, 

p!,:r.,Un,:mUr, the better to let forth the danger of a Kings drl- fecu01 Ctfjri ; 

| pleafure. Thou fiialt furely die Abimelech, i SiV\.ii.\6- Adorn- i,- a malum. O- 

jabttnU be put to death this day, &c. i Kings 2 24. Hang ,Ham?n V id. 
on the tree that is fifty cubits high, &c. HuncPugiomm nbtmtrttt 

Sonants, &c. Queen Elizabeth wasfo referved, that all about her 
! ftood in a reverent awe of her very prefence and afpert, but much j 

more of her leaft frown or check therewith fome of them who 
thought they might beft prefume of her favour, have been fo fud- s P :eil. 
denly daunted and planet-ftricken, that they could not lay down 
the grief thereof but in their graves. One of thefe was Sir <>- 
tiopher Hatton Lord Chancellour, who died of a flux of urine and 
; orief ofmindc. Neither could the Queen having once caft him Camdt E nr c 

down, with a word iaife him up again, though flic vifitedand 406. 

, Tut a Wife man mlipacific if] Either by fome prudent fpeech 

• {• Bb 2 ^ or 
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or politique device, as Abigail did David, and David Saul, as 
Benbadadsfeiv ants did Ahab, and as our King A*ft,Wthe firft 
his fervant did him. For this King venturing his life, by fp Ur _ 
Aft. & Mon. ring his horfe into a deep river, only to be revenged on his iervanc 
that had incenfed himbyafawey anfwer; was loon pacified when 
once he faw him on his bended knees, expofing his reck to the 
blow of the drawn fword, wherewith the King puriued 
him. ° r 

Verf. 15. ]n the light of the Kings countenance is lif\ As when 
ic is well with the head, it is the better with all the members • 
and as when the sky is dear, the bodies of men are in better tem¬ 
per. When David had given Ziba the land, l hun.bly befeecb 
thee, faid he, that I may find grace in thy fight my Lor i the Kino;. 

2 Sam. j 6 , 4. Asifhelhouldfay, I had rather have the King’s fa¬ 
vour then the lands, ssfrtabazus (in Xenophon,') complained 
When Cyrus had given him a Cup of gold, and Ckrjfimas a kifle 
intoken of his fpecial favour: faying, that the Cup that he gave 
him was not fo good gold, as the kilTe that he pave Chrw 
fant as. ' *’ J 

ZJ t mala nulla feram nlftnudam Qsfaris tram, 

,v,t *' JNudaparum nobis (fafaris ira malt eft ? 

And his favour is as a cloud of the latter raine ] that refrefheth 
the ground after droughr, and ripeneththe corne afe reharveft 
In the I (land ofSaint Thomas on the back fide of Africa, in the 

midftof it is an hill, and over that a continual cloud wherewith 

ibbots Gcog. the whole Ifland is watered, Chrifto optime congruit hat fententia 
5! " faith Lavater here. This faying of Salomon may very fitly be ap¬ 

plied to Chrift the King immortal. He fhall come down like 
rame upon the mowen grafle, as fhowers that water the earth 
Pfal. 72.6. One cart of his countenance is more worth 1 3 a David 
then all the worlds wealth. fpfal. 4.7,8. yea more WDrth then 
the corporal prelence of Chrift: therefore he tels hi; Difcipies 
they fhall be great gainers by lofing of him; Fori will fend you 
the Comforter, wholLall fealeupmy love to you, end filed it 
abroad in your hearts. ' 

Verf. 1 6. Hove much better is it to get Wife dome then 0 oldl q d 

Jt is unfpeakably better to gee grace then gold-, for whit is gold 
and filver jbut the guts and garbage of the earth ? and what ferves 
it to but the life that now is, the back and belly ? and what is the 
happmefle that a man hath in much ftore of it, but skjn-c:cep or ra¬ 
ther 
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ther imaginary ? Surely man realketk tn a vnine /here, in heaping up 
riches, &c. That I fpeak not of the uncertainty of riches, their Pfal.jp. 
commonnefl'e to the wicked alfo, the infincerity of the comforts 
they yeeld, andtheir utter inefficiency to fill the infinite heart of 
man. Nonenimplusfatiatur corauroqudm corpus aura. The con¬ 
trary of all which is true of heavenly wifdome. How much bet¬ 
ter is it therefore, &c. 


Verf. 17. The high-way of the upright is to depart from evill j 
That’s his rode, his defire, and endeavour, his general purpofe, 
though fometimes (by miftake, or violence of temptation ) he 
ftepout of the way and turn afide to fin • yet there is no way of a li9 ' 
rvickfdncfe in him. His endeavour is, with Paul, to walk in all 
good confcience, to fhape his courfe by the chart of Cods 
word, to (hun fin as a Serpent in his way, as poifon in his 


meats. 

He that keepeth his way, preferveth his foule J As if a man be 
out of Gods precindts, he is out of his prote&ion. He fhall keep 
thee in allthy Vcaies, notin all thins ont-firayes. He that leaves the 
high-way and takes to by-waies, travelling at unfeafonablehoures 
&c. if he fall into foule hands, he may go look his remedy: The 
Law allows him none. 


Verf. 18. Pride goeth before deftrutiion [] A bulging wall is 
neere a downfall: fwelling is a dangerous l'ymptome in the bo¬ 
dy, fo is pride in the foule. Sequittsr fuperbis ultor a ter go Deus. s ,. ncc ,^ 
Surely, as the fwelling of the fpleenis dangerous for health, and 
of the failes for the over-bearing of a little veflelio is the fwehh 
of the heart by pride. Inftances hereof we have in hiftory not a 
few. fPharaoh, Adonfiezel^, Agag, Human, Herod, &c. Xerxes, HeroJo 
having covered the Seas with his Ships, and with two millions 
of men, and palled over into q-recta, was afterwards (by a juft 
hand of God upon him for his prodigious pride) forced to fly 
back in a poore filhers boat: which being over-burdened, had 
funk all, if the fPerfians, by the calling away of themfelves, had 
not laved the life of their King. It was a great foretoken of 
Darius his mine, when in his proud Embalfy to Alexander , he 
called himfclfe the King of Kings , and Cottfin of the gods, cur.. 
but for Alexander, he called him his Servant. The fame Sena- 
tours that accompanied proud Scjanty to the Senate, conducted 
him the fame day to prifon : they which facrificed unto him as 
their god, which erlt kneeled down to adore him, feefted at 
l & 3 Bb 3 
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him, feeing him dragged from the Temple to the gaole, from 
Dioin Tike - f upr ’ eme honour to extreme ignominy. Sigifmund the yomg 
no * Kin? of Hungary, beholding the greatnetfeofhisarmy, in his 

great jollity‘-hearing of the coming of the Turks, proudly faid, 
what need we fear the Turk, who need not at all to fear the fal- 
ling of the heavens: which if they fliould fall, yet were we able 
with our fpeares and halberds, to hold them up cor falling upon 
Turk. hlft. ful. lls j, He afterwards fliortly, received a notable overthrow 3 loft 
1081 moil of his men , and was himfeif glad to get over Da-nubias in a 

little boat to fave his life. What fhould I fpeak of Bajazet the ter- 
rour of the world, and as he thought, fuperiour to fortune, yet in 
an inftant withhisftate in one battle overthrown nto the bottom 
Ibid. 187, 0 f m jf el . y and defpaire , arid that in the middtft ofhisgreateft 
ffrength? 

Verf. 1 9. Better it is to be of an bumble fpirit j An humble man 
is worth his weight in gold : he hath far more comfort in his 
lofles,then proud giants have in their rapines and robberies. Truth 
it is, that meekneffe of fpirit commonly drawe son injuries. A 
crow will pull wooll from a (beeps fide , (lie dur \ not do fo to a 
wolf or amaftiffe. Howbeit it is much better to fuffer wrong 
then to do it, to be patient then to be infolent , to be lowly in 
heart and low of port, then to enjoy the pleafures or treafuresof 
fin for a feafon. 

Verf. 20. He that handleth a matter W'ifcly, {ball findegood J Do. 
ing things with due deliberation and circumlpedion , things of 
weight and importance efpecially: (for here Deliberandum efi 
dill , Cjuodflatnendumeftfemel ) we may look fc r Gods bleflfing, 
when the be ft that can come of rafhnell'e is repentance. Youth 
rides in poll to be married, but in the end finds cue Inne of repen¬ 
tance to be lodged in: T he belt may be fometimes mifearried by 
their pallions to their coft, as good foftah was, when he encoim* 
tred the King of Egypt , and never fo much as fen: to feremy, Ze- 
phanypt anyother Prophet then living, to ask ,/J. all 1 go sip agair.fi 
Pharaoh or not ? 

And tvhofo trufletb in the Lord, happy is he Let a manhandle 
his matter never 1b wifely , yet if he trull: to his own vviiedom, he 
mult not look to find good. Cod will croUe :ven the likelyeft 
projetfs offucb, and crack the ftrongtft finew in allthearmeof 
flefh. The Babylonians held their city impregnable; andboalled 
(as Xenophon mtnetiah) that they had twenty--years-provifio:J 

aforcl 
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afore-hand $ but God confuted their carnall confidence. The 
Jewesin Ifay 3 when they lookt for an invafion, lookt in that 
day to the armour of the houfe of the Forreft, and gathered toge¬ 
ther the waters of the lower pooh, numbred the houfes, and call 
up the ditches to fortifie the wall j but they looked not all this 
while to God their Maker, &-c, therefore they had a day of 
trouble and of treading down y and of perplexity,by the Lord God 
of hofts in the vally of vifion. /fa, 22, 5, 8,9,10. where the be¬ 
ginning is creature-confidence or felf conceicednefle, the end is 
commonly flume and confufion in any bufinefic. N Whereashe 
that in the ufe of lawfull means refteth upon God for diredion 
and fucceffe , though he faile of his deligne, yet heknowes 
whom he hath trufted, and Gcd will know his fottle in ad- 
verftty. 

Verf. 21. I The n-ife in heart flail bee called prudenfj He Hull 
have the ftile and efleem of an intelligent,though not haply of an 
eloquent man. Of fome it may be faid as Solinus faith of his Po- 
ly-liifior to his friend Ant ins, Fcrmentum ( ut ita dicam ) cogni- 
■ tioms , ei magi)inejfe, quam brflaeas elocjtsentia deprehenda-Sy you Sohn.prasfar. 
may find more worth of wifedom in them, then force of words. Delibm Atri, 
Bonaventure requireth to a perfedf fpeech, (fongruity, Truth 2nd c .‘ fcuptuni re- 
1 Ornament, This latter fome wife men want: and ic is their Or- goTho/i^f 0 
nament, that they negleft Ornament, as Tully writes of At tic us, Sjr^ornatos 
and as Bezel writes of (falvin , that he was fac undid contempt or quod orna- 
& verbornmparetts , fed minimi ineptus feriptor, a plain, but pro- lr >cnta ncgli- 
fitable Authour. gerent. 

Andthe fiveetnes of the lips incrcafeth learning^ That is,eloquence 
with prudence edifieth, and is of fingular ufe, tor the laying forth 
of a mans talent to the good of others. As one being asked 
whether light was pleafant? replycd, That’s a blind mans eyaefli- ^ , 

on: fo if any ask whether eloquence and a gracious utterance be n **' lSs f a7}l P a * 
ufeful in the Church of God? It is an infulfe and inficete queftion. 

Zanchy fpcaking of Calvin and Viret, (who were Preachers to¬ 
gether ac Cjcneva when he firft came thither out of Italy) ufeth 
thefe words, Sic at in Calvino infignem doElrinam, fle in ViretoJin - 
gitlarcm clocjtientiam, C r in commovendis affettibus cfficacitatem ad- jp^i-MifccI.. 
mirabar, i, e. As Calvin I admired for his excellent learning, fo ed ' 
did I Viret no Idle for his fingular eloquence , and efficacy in 
drawing aflfedion. Bez.ii alio was of the fame minde, as ap- 
Rearesby that Epigram of his; 


Cfallied 
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Gallica mirata efi Calvwum Ecclefia f uper, 

Guo nemo doc tut doctius : 

St miratnr adhac ftmdentem mellaVirettm, 

Guo nemo fat nr dulciits. 

Verf. 2*. Under funding is a Well-fpring of life'] Vena vita, ; as 
the heart is the principle of life, the braine offend : fo is wifdom 
in the heart, of all good carriage in thelife.andora timely laying 
hold upon eternal life ; befides the benefit that other men 
make of it , by fetching water thence as from a common 

VVC jL* the infraction of fools is folly] When they would fhew 
moft gravity, they betray their folly; they ad not from an in¬ 
ward principle, therefore they cannot quit themfelves fo, but 
that their folly at length will appear to all men , that have their 
fenfes exercifed to difcerne becwixt good and ebl. There are 
that read the Text, Cafligatio flultorttm fiultitin efi, It is a folly 
tocorreft or inftrucl a fool • for it is to no mo e purpofe, then 
to wafh a black-more, drc. 

Verf. 23. The heart of the wife tcacheth his moti-h] Framethhis 
fpeech for him, and feafoneth it with fait of grace ere it fets it,as 
a didi, before the hearers. Nefcit p&nitenda loqiiqui profsrtrM 
prius fao tradiditexamini, laith Caffiodore. Hi canno^ lightly 

Lib. 10. Ep.4* yp ea ^ am ifle,that weighs his words before he ut:ers them: The 
voice which is made in the mouth, is nothing fo melodious as that 
which comes from the depth of the breaft. Bea :t-fprung fpeech 
hath weight and worth in it. 

Andaddeth learning to his lips ] Ey retraining talkativeneffe, 
and making him as willing to hear as to fpeak,to learn as to teach, 
to be an Audicour as an Oratour. 

Verf. za, Pleafant words are as an honey-comb _ Dainty and di- 
licious, fuch as the Preacher fethimfelf to fearch out, Ecclef. 12. 

I o, Such as his father David found God’s word; to be Pfal. 1 r 9. 
103. wells of falvation, Jfa.17.2. breaflsofconfolation, Ifa. 66 . 

II .the hony-drops of Chrifts mouth, Caat.q.Oh hang upon his ho¬ 
ly lips as they did Luke \9.vult. Haft thou bund hony with 
Sampfon} Eat it as he did , Prov. 25.6. Eat Gods Cook as John 
did Rev. 10. 9. finde fatneffe and fweetneffe in it , ‘Pfal. 63.' 5 * 
oct’joy and gladnefleoutof it, Pfal. 51. 8. Ani if at any time 
the word in fearching our wounds, put us to Paine, (as honey 
will caufe pain to exulcerate parts,) let us bear it, and not bee. 
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likc hon ^ wc l!’ ye l wil L the V 

endure to have it come near their bps, when they have fore 

m0 ?weettothefoule, health to the hones] i.e, fatisfadory to the 
? a 1a medicinal alfo to the body, which many times followes . 
rXmm nro heminde. J/King of S M 

rth!i to onvithhotwate/ponred down their throaty fa 

thofe that are troubled in minde may by patience and comfort of 

deceive another is naught, but k-B,onesfelf 
^^^'i^tou^^ed^ri^ft'aboniinable^^To^itarn usth^refore ofthis 

itto ea ir he gets it with his hands to mamtame the life of his 

and our Abhylubbers; ,3»onm luwttru torn ‘ fjf’ 

o ILm, Iftri,fmmU. &C. see my common place of 

hi , „ M ,I, crtvttb it '.fbim.2 Hcbt. Bowes iOn to him,* w,„, 
,. | -s a luppliant, or as impoitunatdy uigent, hi urn 

S wl ™ caret, neceflity hath no law. ^ 

will havcit, if it be to be had. ©rWfe meat.bemgdcmcdhnn, Tibtr 
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did eat the very ftuffings ot his bed: but that was rotTnouriftT- 
fnent. The ftomack of man is a monfter, faith one.- which being 
contained in fo little a bulk as the body,is able to conf.ime and de¬ 
vour all things: and yet is not coniumed of itfclf, norde. 
flroyed by that heat that dtfgefteth all that comes in- 
to it. 

VerCiy. An-ungodly man diggetk upevilQ i.e, Hi ranfacketh 
andrakethoutoftheduft, out of the dunghil fuch old evils as 
have long laine hid , to lay in the Saints diflies, and to upbraid 
them with. Thus the Manichees dealt by when they 

could not anfwer his arguments, they hie him in the teeth with his 
youthful follyes: .whereunto his reply was only this, Quxvosre* 
prehenditss , egodamnavi. What you difeommend in me, I have 
long fincc condemned. The malicious Papifts did the like to 
Reverend IBcza, reprinting his Wit-wanton Poems (put forth 
in his youth) on purpofeto defpitehim; and objewing to him 
his former mifcariages, which he had forely repented. This when 
one of them did with great bitternefl'e, all the anfwer he had was 
Hie homo invickt mihigratiam Chrifli. This man em'yes me the 
grace of Jefus Chrift. Neither dealt Aaron and Miriam much 
more gently with their brother Mofes, Num. 12. i. when they 
fpske againft him, bccaufe ofthe Ethiopian woman, whom he 
had married. Who was this Ethiopian woman, bu :Zipporah ? 
(for an Ethiopian and a Midianite are all one) And when M he 
marry her? many ayearagoe. Exod.i, But they were refolved 
to pick a hole in Mojescoat : and having nothing elfe to fa- 
ftep on, they digge up this evil, and throw.it is dirt in his 
face. 

lnbie lips there is a burning fire] The tongue (in 1 t’s Chape and 
Tam rcfemblethaflameoffire. fc is oft fet on fin of hell, and 

ian >• it felf fetteth on fire the whole courfe of nature. Their6reath as 
fire, fhall devour you, Ifa.i 3. 10. as the fire devoured 

Empedocles, that would needs go too near it. But 'vhatihall.be 
-given unto thee, or what fhall be done unco chic thou falfe 
tongue? (falfe though thou fpeak the truth, if with a mindeto do 
milcheifj ) Sharp arrowesofthe mighty, with coal j of Juniper* 
yeathatvery fire o$hell from whence thou waft enkiidled, Pf a r 
■ ' ' . .120.3,4. 

Verf. 28. A fraward man foWeth (bifej The Eelialijlbdotc 
mentioned^ verf, 27. as he digges, fo be fowes ,• but as ill feed as 

may- 
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ZZ bTTthat which comes not up but with a curfe, as cud-weed 
and devils-bir. he is a fedulous feedfman of feditionj this 
bad feed hee fowes in every furrow, where hee can finde 

^Andawhifpererfeparateth even very friends'} APeftllent pick? . , 

thank t hatcarryes tales, and fo fowes ftrife. Such wereand 
and other abjefts that tare ‘Davids name and cealed not, PJ*E 
7<. 15. tolling it with their carrion-mouthesasdogs, buzzing 
into Sauls cares ever and anon , That that might fee him a §°g a “ 
gainft him, Such alfo were thofe malicious Makebates, the Pha- 
rifees; who, when they thought the difciptes had offended,fpake 
not to them, but to their mailer, why do thy difciples t!aat which 
is not lawful ? As when they thought Chrift offended,chey .pake 
nottohim, but to hisdifciples. Thus thefewhifperers went about 
to feparate very friends, to make a breach in the family of Chrift, 
by fettin o oft the one from the ocher. The words ofiuchwhil- 
perers are as wounds, and they go down into the innermoft parts 
of the belly. /W1S.8. They are like the wind that crceo« in 
by the chinkes and creviies in a wall * or the craks m a window* 
that commonly prove more dangerous then a ftorm that meets a 

man in the face upon the champion. 

Verf. 2 9 A violent man entifeth his neighbour 1 As thofe fedu 
-, rS at E obelus d rang’d difciples after them , All. $0. Com- gnifaav, 
pel ling them by° their perfwafions to embrace diftorted 
dotftrines, fuchascaufe convulfions ofconfcience. Swh ar e faid to 
thruft men out of Gods waves, Dent.i 3. 5 * As Jeroboam* d he 
honfe of Ifrael, as Julian and other cunning perfecutors did m the 

primivite times : prevailing as much by their tifing tongues , as by 
pnmivue cimui v * M f avven a f un der,they tow 

their terrifying faWes. rieO. I o/« > ,1 • ollurinn twufg-fow 

v. etc tempted. The Apoffie rankes and.reckons their allunng 
promifes among their violent praftifes but though they 

taire.beleeve them not: for there ate feven abominations in.their 

ht ValV? Hcliatteth hit cysto dcviftfrcmtiri thiols’] Wicked 
men are great [Indents: they beattheir bramea and elofe then, 
ever tlut they may revolve, and excogitate nufchetfvuth more 
fretdomc of mi de'. They fcarchthedcvila hull for " c ”; de 'fe 
and are very incentive to invent that which.roarriWi*® 
wits will better feme them to hnd out an hundred ib*» or «mail. 
arguments, then to yceld to one laving crush, though neverTo. 

much cleared up to them Cc 2 
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Moving his lips he bringeth eviU to pafej Mumbling and mut¬ 
tering to himfelf, and fo calling the Devill into counfel!, he hath 
him at hand to bring about the bufinefle. Bartolus writes of Do¬ 
ctor Gabriel Nele, that by the onely motion of the lips, without 
I lih.i-de.ver. , any utterance, he underflood all men, perceived and read every 
l eb,i 6* mans mind in his countenance. If Nele could do fo, how much 

more the Devill? whobeGdeshis naturall fagacity, hath had fo 
long experience, and both knowes and furthers thofe evil] plots 
and pratf ifes, that himfelf hath inje&ed into wicked hea rts. 

Ver. 3 T. The hoary head is a crowne of glory \Oldage an 1 Honour 
Cngnara turn are of ' t a ffi n itv in the Greek tongue, God gave order, that 
uSlf &X’. the aged fhould be honoured, Levit.19.32> See the note there. 

Credebant hoc grande nefas , & morte piandum, 

Juvenal.fat. . juvenis vetulo non ajfurrexerat. 

1 ? * There is a certaine plant (which our Herbalifts call Her mm iinph 

am> or wicked cudweed) whofe younger branches ftill yceld flow¬ 
ers to overtop the elder. Such weeds grow too rife abroad. It is 
an ill foyleihat produceth them. 

InHpJft.ad if it be found in the way of righteoitfnejfe ] Cauties tunc 
Heb. Term 7. venerabilis eft , qttando ea gerit qua canitiem decent } &c, faith old 
Arfatius fuc- chrj(oftome. Hoarineffe is then only honourable, when it doth 
f C fto Cd ^r^h^asbecomefuch an age.- elfe it is mucor pot ins qudm 
an olddotaU 6 canities, rather filthy mouldineffe, then venerable hoare-head- 
of 80. yeates, edneffe. Manna the longer it was kept againft the command of 
^uempifcesfa- q 0( J j the more ic flank. What can be more odious thananold 
cundiaran* g 0at ’ an old fornicator, ere ? What more ridiculous then puer 
irabant? ^ centum ‘wnortm , a child of fcurcfcoreoran hundred y< ares old ? 
Scn.Epifl- 6 i. Turpis & ridiculofares eft elementaritu fenex, faith Seneca. An 
ad Lucil. A B(f-old-man is a fiiameful fight. Nettarisu, that lucct eded Na- 
V'eneranda ca- Hanzen at ^Antioch, had little elfe to commend him to the place, 
nicies, & vul- but a goodly gray beard, and a graceful countenance. Whereas 
tu» facedote 0 f Abraham ic is reported/ that he went to his grave in a good 
^ignut.Baron. 0 j ( j a g Cj orj as the Hebrew hath it, with a good gray k-ad. Pluck 
out the gray haires of vertues, and the gray head car not fhine 
with any great glory. 

Verf. 32. He that is flow to anger is better then the mighty^ 
Unruly paflions arc thole Turkes flairh One ) that we mult con- 
ftantly make war with •• Thofe Spaniards with whom (as another 
faith) whoever made peace, gained nothing but repentance.- 
?• ^Axerit infidajax incerta, as Levi faith of that which the Romans 

made 


I Juvenal.fat. 
*?• 


I In EpJ/k ad 
Heb. Icrm 7. 
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Zd ZM^Samnites, a peace worfe then war, as Auftin faith Qc ^ ^ 
of the peace brought in by Syllai Men muft be at deadly feud Jibi c , l8 . 

With thofe lufts that war in their members, famfy.i. fighting a- 
oa nft their foules, iFet.i.n. Thefe to conquer, is the nobleft 
and moft fignal viftory ; fith in fubduing of thefe we overcome 
the devill, Ephef.4.26. fam.q.y. As in yeelding to-them, wegive 
nlace to him, and entemine him into our very bofomes. Vai- 
fionate perfons, though they be not drunk, yet are not they their 
own men; B ut have‘fo many lufts, fo many Lords, conquering 
countries (as Alexander ) vanquifhed of vices: Or as the Perfi- 
an Kings, who commanded the whole world, but were commas 
ded bv their Concubines. How much better Valentinian the Em- 
perour who faid upon his death-bed, that among all his victories 
one only comforted him ; And being asked what that was ? 

He anfwered, I have overcome my worft enemy, mine own 
naughty heart. 

Latius regnes avidum domando 

Spiritum,qudm ft Lybiam remotis Horat.Jib.z, 

Gadibru jungas , & uterque P anus ' aaiJ 1 

Serviat uni. 

I cannot better Englifh it, then Salomons next words, He that 
raleth his fpirit is better then he that taketh a City. See this exem¬ 
plified in lacob. who did better (when he heard of the rape or 
Dinah) in holding his peace, then his Sons did in taking and pil- 
Jacrins the City Shechem. Cjen.3 4. None was to triumph in Rome , 
that had nqt got five victoriesHe fhall never triumph in heaven Ifidor.Tranq, 
thatfubdueth not his five fenfesjaimfelf. 

Verf. 3 3. The lot is caft into the bof me J This lentence at nrlt 
fight feemes light and unworthy of the place it holds in thisbook. 

But as every line in the holy Bible is pure, precious, and.profi. 
table, fo this fets forth a matter of very great moment; vis.thae 
the providence of God extendeth to the difpofingof all things, 
even thofe things alio, that in regard of us, are meerely contin¬ 
gent and cafual. Lottery is guided by providence, as in the find¬ 
ing out of Achan, defigning of Saul to be King;, dividing the 
Land among the Iiraelitcs, &c. Chance-medly is providence, 

Exod.2 2. (fambyfes lighting off his horfe ( after he had been 
fhewing great cruelty tothem of ^Athens) his fwordflew out of 
his fcabberd and flew him. ‘Difpomt Dens membra pnltcis & cu- 
is. faith Auftin, Goddifpofethof gnats and flies* Birds fly- 
( Cc 3 ; -n& 
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iri£&«sitoflyacliberty, yet are they guided by an over-ruling 
Hand, .AT/imo. 26. he teacheth them to build their lefts, P/,1.84,4. 
p. in the word Jp for a w^y? there is written bigger then ordinary, 
to implyiii much, fay Hebricians:, he alfo provides them their 
meat ( their feveCall meats in duefeafon ) the you lg Raven efpe- 
Hift.animal. cially, c Pfal. 147. p- if that be true that Ariftotle reporteth. 
lib.9 cap ji. This do&rine of Gods particular providence rightly refented 
yeelds incredible profit, and comfort. See my Love tokens, 
pag.11,12. 


CHAP. XVII. . 

Vcrfe I. 'Better is a dry morfel , and qnictncffe 

T Hough the re be not fo much as a little vinega 
Chap.Tj-.17 . with the Note there. The Heb 
perly fignihes a morfell of bread, as Rabbi Elias 1 
better is a cruft of courfe bread without any othe 
(never fo little, with love and peace) then an hou 
ces , that is, of good cheere, ufually at offering 
Trov.'j.iq. And hereunto Saint James-fa mes t' 


therewith 3 

• to dip in. See 
rew word pro- 
ids us. So then 
: cates or diflies 
r e -full of 'fierif- 
•ipof facrifices, 
) allude, Chap, 


Verf. 2. A wife fervant /hall have rule over a fon &c. 3 God 
hath a very graciousrefped untofaithfull feivants, and hathpro- 
mifed them the reward of inheritance C0/4.24. which properly 
belongs to Cons. This fals out fometimes here, as to Jofeph, Jo- 
fljuah, thofc fubjeffs that married Salomons daughter?. 1 Kings 4.. 
10,14. but infallibly hereafter, when they fhafl :ome from Call 
and Weft to fit down with lAbrabam, Ifaac, and Jacob in the 
Kmodorneof heaven, and to enter into their mahrs joy, but the 
children of the kingdom /ball be cast out Atat.t. 1 12. 

Verf 3. The/Urn-f it is for [ilver s'Jrc Gol alfo hath his 
fi^e in Zion, and his furnace in Jeru fulcra Ifa.y^.O- his coups 
rorics , and his craciblcs, wherein he will refine his, as filver is 
refined, and try them as gold is fried, Aceh. 13.? Not as it he 
kn.w them not till he had dyed them; for he made them, and 
therefore cannot but know them.- As Artificers know the fevcral 
parts and p rop,e dies ; of their works, Sed tent at us feint,id «// at 
feire nos facial, faith Atsgrtfiirt. He therefore tries us, that he 
may make us know what is in us, what drolfe, vhat pure metal: 
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and that all may fee that we are fuch as (Tor&nfccd ). can glorifie 
him in the very fires, Jfa.2^.^. that the trial of roar faith being 
much more precious then of gold that -perifheth though tried in 
the fire,may be found to praife, and honour, and^lory, 1 Pet,i.j. 

Verf.4. A wicked doergiveth heed t.i) falfe Hps~\ It isan ill fign of 
avitious nature to be ape to beleeye fc&ndalouS'teports:of gadiy 
men. If men loved not lyes, they would not liftento them. /Some ■ 
are of opinion that Salomon having faid, C/odtrjeth the hearts, 
doth in this and the two next following verfes inftance fame par¬ 
ticular fins fo accounted by God, which yet pa fie amongft men 
for no fins, or peccadilloes at the utmoft, feeing: no man- feemes 
to receive wrong by them: fuch as thefe ;ar$ j. to liften to lying 
lips, to mock the poore, to rejoyce at another.-mans /calamity, 
and the like. Loe they that dothus, though to themfelyes and 
others they may feemeto have done nothing amifte, yet God that 
tries the hearts will call them to account fior thefe malicious raft- 
carriages. . . : .c• ,■ 

Verf. 5. He that wfocketh the poore, err.T See ithbiNott eon 
flap. 14.31. ' ; ~ 

. Andhe that is glad at calamitiesfljAll.noi.be unpuni/hed~\ Heis 
(ick of the devils difeafe which Jobwzs nottainted 

witbr Chap,3. 1 .. as the Edomites, AamomiesJ'hiliJhms^nd othet 
of Stop enemies, Lam. 1. were. ; How bitterly: did the Jewes 
infult over our Saviour when they had nailed himto the Croffe? 

And in like fort they ferved many of the Martyrs,worrying them 
when they were down, as dogs do other Creatures and fhoot- 
ingfharp arrows at them, when .they hadiet them up for marks 
of their malice and mifehiefe. Herein.chey dealdfjke barbarOufly 
with the Saints as the Tucks did with one Johr.de Ch'abes a French¬ 
man at the caking of Tripoli s\n Barbarj. They cut oft his hands 
andnofc, and then when they had put him quick into the ground fol.756. 
to the waft e,they, for their pleafure (hot at him with their arrows 
and afterwards cut his throat. Mr John Denly Martyr, being fet 
in the fire with the burning flame about him, fang a Pfalme; T hen 
cruell Dr Story commanded one of the tormentours to hurle a 
faggot at him, whereupon, being hurt therewith upon the face 
that he bled again, he left his (inging, and clapt both his hands A a &M6 n , 
upon his face. Truly, faid Prb’roryto him that hurled the fagot, fol.ijjo, 
Thou hafl marred a good old fong. This Story being after the com¬ 
ing in of Queen Elizabeth, queftioned iu Parliament for many 

foule. 
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foulectimes, and particularly for perfecting and burning the 
Martyrs, he denied not but that he was once at ::he burning of an 
H'erewme (for fo he termed it) at Vxbridge « where he caft a 
Ti 1018. faggot at his face as he was finging of Pfalms, and fet a wine-bufo 

^ of chornes under hisfeet a little to prick him, &c. This wretch 

was afterwards hang’d, drawn and quartered, and-fo this Pro- 
Anno.l J71. verb-was fulfilled of him, He that is glad,it c dimities frail not be 
unpunifred. . 

Vet.6. Childrens children are the cro^n of old men J That is, if 
they be not children that caufe fhame, as verfe 2. and that dif- 
gracetheir Anceftors, ftaine their blood. If they obey their pa¬ 
rents counfel, and- follow their good example : for otherwife, 
they prove not crowns, but corrolives to their aged Sires, as did 
Efau, tAblclom.Andronicus, and others. 

And the glory of children are their parents ] If thofe children fo 
well defeended do not degenerate, as Jonathan the fon of Ger- 
fiom the Son of Manaffeh (or rather of Mojes, as the Hebrewes 
read it with a Nun fufbenfttm) Judg. 18. $ I • and as Elies, Sam- 
ueis, and fome of Davids fons did. Heroum filiinoxe: Mamfeh 
had a good father, but he degenerated into his e randfather Ahte, 
as it there had been no intervention of an He^kiah. So we have 
feen thekernelof a well-fruited-plant degenerate. into that crab 
or willow that gave the original to his dock. But what an honour 
was it to Jacob that he could fweare by the fare of his father 
Jfaac ? to David, that he could (in a reall and heavenlycomplc- 
ment) fay to his Maker, TrUy Lord l am thy fervane, l am thyfer- 
vnnt, the fon of thy handmaid? PfaL 116. \6. To Timothy , that 
the fame faitl\that was in him, had dwelt firft i.vhis mother Lou, 
and his grandmother Eunice ?'a Tim. l -$. to :he children of the 
Eled Lady &c. To Marl^, that he was Barmi 'tat his fitters fon l 
To Alexander and Rufus ( men mentioned one ly , Mar. t?. 21. 
buefamouflv known in the Church to be the fons of Simon of Cy- 
rcn$? Tothe fons of Confiantinc the Greit, to comeof fuchaFa- 
ther, whom they did wholly put on, faith Etfrbius, and exaftly 
TbKorsavw. refemble ? To be defeended of thofe glorious Martyrs and Con- 
ftflburs chat fuffered here in Queen Mariesdves? 

Verf. 7. Excellent freech becometh not a fool l ] A Nabal , a fap- 
lette worthldfe.fellow, in whom all worth is withered and decay¬ 
ed , qni nullas habet dicendi vires , as Cicero hath it, that c-an fay no 
good, except it be by rote } or at leaft by book ; what flaouldht 
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do difeourfing of high points 1 God likes not faire words from a 
foule mouth. Chrift filenced the devil when he confetted him to 0 di hominetr 
be the Son of the moft high God. The Leapers lips fhould be ignavi opert 
covered, according to the Law. The Lacedemonians, when a bad philofopha 
man had uttered a good fpeech in their Councel-houfe, liking the fcntenti a- 
fpcech, but not the fpeaker, commanded one of better carriage 
to give the fame counfel, and then they made ufe of it. The 
people of Rome fware they would not beleeve (farbo , though he L:v - • 
fware. 

Much leffe do lying lips a fPrince^Ot any ingenuous man,as fome 
render it. A Prince's bare word fhould be better fecurity then ano¬ 
ther mans oath, faid Alphonfus King of Arragon: When Amu- 
rath the great Turk was exhorted by his cruell Son Mahomet to 
break his faith with the Inhabitants of Sfetigrade in Epirus, he 
would not hearken, faying. That he which Was dejirous to be great Turk,K ; ft. 
amongfl menjnuft either be indeed faithfull of his word and promife, fob 3- 1 * 
or at leafr wife feeme fo to be : thereby to gaine the minds of the 
people,who naturally abhorre the government of a faichlefl’eand 
cruel Prince. What a foule blur was that to Chriftian Religion, 
that Ladijlaus King of Hungary Ihould, by the perfwafion of the 
Popes Legat, break his oath given to this lAmuratb at the great Ifc * 2 ? 7 ' 
battel of Varna, and thereby open the mouth of that dead dog 
to raile upon Jefus Chrift ? And how will the Papifts ever be able 
to wipe off from their Religion that ftaine that lies upon it, ever 
(mce the Emperour Sigifmund, by the confent and advice of the 
Councel of Conflance, brake his promife: of fafe conduft to John 
Hus and Hlerome of Prague, and burnt them ? But they have a 
rule to walk by now. Tides cum hareticis non efi fervanha, Pro- 
mifes made to Hereticks are not to be obferved. And it is for 
Merchants, fay they, and not for Princes to ftand to their oaths, 
any further then may ftand with the. publike good. This divinity 
they may feeme to have drawn out of Tlato who, in his third 
dialogue of the Common-wealth, faith, that if it be la wfull for 
any one to lye, it may be lawful doubtlefle for Princes and Go- 
vernours, chat aime therein at the wcale publike. But God by 
the mouth of his Servant apd Secretary Salomon here, afi'ures us 
it is otherwife. 

Verf. 8 . zA gift is as a precious (lone, &cf\ Hebr. Asa fione of In vita Apol- 
grace. Like that precious ftone Pantarbe, fpoken of in Philojlra- lon . l -3- CiI 4. 
tty, that hath a marvellous conciliating property : Or the won- 
i D d der- 
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der-working Loadflone, that among other ftrang. 
ned up by Marbodesss and PiUorinsfs oth pojfejfores . 

Prindpibns gratos reddere, make thofe that have 
men, and well accepted of Princes. 

jyhitherfoever it tnrnetb, it projpereth] Moll 
y>i and love with fhame, give ye. Yet fome Pet 
there are (as hath been made good before by the examples or Lu¬ 
ther Galeabrm, and fome others) that regard aot hlver, and 
as for gold (in (rich away) they have no delight ir it. Ifa. 13*17. 
But thete are black fwans indeed. The mod fing, Onis nifs men 1- 
t u mops obUtum refluatatirum ? Who but a fools would refine 

Verf,9. He that covereth a tranfgrejfion,feeketh love] In friend- 
Ihip faults will fall out: Thefe muff be many of them,diflanbled, 
and not chewed, but fwallovved down whole, as Phyfick-pus; 
forelfe, they will flick in a mans teeth, and pro v e veryunplea- 
fant. See the Note on Prov.10.12, . 

Bathe that repeateth a matter, feparateth very friends J He that 
is fo loft and fenfible of fmalleft offences, fo tender and tickluh 
thathecan put up nothing without revenge ; or reparation.Hc that 
rips up and rakes into his friends frailties, and make them more in 
the relating, having never done with them, he fliall foone make 
his beft friends weary of him, nay, to become enemies to 

Verf 10. A reproof enterethmore into atvife mai } <&c.] A word 
tothe wife is fufficient: A look from Chrift brake Peters heart 
and difl'oived it into ceares. z/ftignflnt being in a great r age,rea¬ 
dy to pafl'e fentence of death upon many, was taken oft by chele 
words of his friend Mecanas written in a Note and caft into his 
Avdf>St,y» lap. Tandem aliquando furge carnifex. When Lather wasonce 
voTi cPripii* ^ a g r eat heat, JldelanUhon cOoled him and qua ,ined him by re- 
? L° \ n < A , u& ' peating that verfe, Vince animos, iramqne tuam, pi cater a vinca, 
ice. Com/ Mailer your pafHons, you that fo eafily mafter a’. I things elfe. 

Then an hundredft ripe s intoafoole 3 Hie emm pie cl it fir, Jed non 
■fteftittsri corrtpitur, fed non corrigit-ur. Beaten bt is, but not bent 
to goodneffe amerced, but not amended. The Cyprefle the 
more it is watered, the more it is withered. ^<s*. was the vyo.rle 
for his affliftions, fo was the railing thiefe. leroboams Withered 
hand works nothing upon his heart. He had het fin as.greataimi- 
BxPreftoa. rack wrought before him (faith a reverend .ms n).as Saint Pan 
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had at his Converfion. yet was he not wrought upon, becaufe the 
fpiric didnotfetit on. 

Verf. I r. An evill man feeketh only rebellion Q viz,, hovv to gain- 
ftand and mifehieve thofe that bywords orltripes, fcekto re¬ 
claim him. Some read it thus: The rebellions feeketh mifehief on¬ 
ly, fet upon fin, he fliall be fure of punifhment. No warnings 
wil ferve obdurate hearts.- wicked men are even ambitious of 
deftruftion ; Iudgements need not goeto find them out, they run 
to meet their bane, they feek it, and as it were fend for it. But 
this they need not do, for a crnell meffenger fball be fent againfi 
him. God hath forces enough at hand to fetch in his rebels, viz. 
good and evill Angels, Starres, Meteors, Elements, other Crea¬ 
tures, reafonable, unreafonable, infenfible. The ftones in the wall 
of Aphek^{hM foonerturn Executioners, then a rebellious Ara- 
micefhall fcape unrevenged; Not to fpeak of hell-torments pre¬ 
pared for the devill and his Angels, aud by them to be infli&ed on 
rebels and reprobates. 

Verf. 12,. Let a bear robbed of her ir helps meet a man] A bear 
is a fierce and fell creature, the fhe-bear efpecially, as Ariftotle 
noteth; but moil of all when robbed of her whelps, which fhe 
lickech into forme, and lovech without meafure. To meet her in 
this rage is to meet death in the face : and yet that danger may 
befooner fliifted andfluinned, then a furious foole fet upon mif¬ 
ehief: Su(.h were the primitive Perfecutonrs : not {paring thofe 
Chriftians whom bears and lions would not meddle with. 

Such an one was our bloody 'Bonner , who in five years fpace cook 
and roaited three hundred Martyrs, moft of them within his own & 

Walk and DiocdTc. Such another was that mercileffe Mineriw, 
one of the Popes Captain?,who deftroyed two and twenty towns 
of the innocent Merindolians in France, together with the inha¬ 
bitants: and being intreated for fome few ofthemthat elcaped 

in their fhirts to cover their nakedneffe, he fternly anfwcred 
that he knew what he had to do, and that not one of chem (hould 
efcape his hands, but he would fend chem to hellto dwell among Nihil eft cam 

, \ inhumanum, 

devils. _ _ S(Ct uam 

Verf. 15. who fo reiv.tr deth eviHfor good, &c] Ingratitude is c0 ^ m j tterc> 
a monfter in nature, and doth therefore carry lo muebmore de- u; luneficio 
reflation, as it is more odious even to themfelves that have blot- non dicam in- 9 
ted out the image of God. Some vices are fuch as nature fmiles d !| 
upon, though frowned at by divine Iuftice ; notfo this, Lycm- ^ ar u c c - c< 
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Val. Max. lib. 
z. cap. I. 

Zonaras in 
A anal. 


Turk, hiftr 

642. 


Aft. & Mon. 
fol. 1843. 


Speed, fo!. 
1 ^ 78 . 


Virgil, Aincid. 


cut would make no law againft ic, becaufe he thought none could 
be fo abfurd as to fall into it. Amongft the Athenians there was 
an afti'on 'SmmU of a matter againft a fervar.c ungrarefull 
for his manumiflion, not doing his duty to his late Rafter: Such 
were againe to be made bond-flaves. Who can chu e but abhorre 
that abominable ad of Michael Talbtta, who that night that his 
Prince (Leo Armenitu) had pardoned and releafed him*' got out 
and flew him ? And that of Mttleajfes King of Turns, who cruel¬ 
ly tortured to death the Manifet and Mefnar, by wt.ofe means e- 
fpecially he had afpired to the Kingdom.-grieving tc fee themlive, # 
to whom he was fo much beholding; And that of I)odor Watjon 
Bifl-rop of Lincoln in Queen Maryes days 5 who being with Bonner 
at the Examination of Matter foagfc Martyr, (a man that had been 
a means to fave Wat fan's life in the days of King Edwardihc fixch) 
to requite him that good turn, detected him there to be a pernici¬ 
ous heretick, who did more hurt in the North-parts then a hun¬ 
dred more of his opinion. Whereunto may be added that of 
William Tarry; who having been for burglary condemned to 
die, was faVed by Queen Elizabeth's pardon. But le (ungrateful 
wretch) fought to requite her by vowing her deat .i, Anno Dom . 
1584. To render good forevill is divine, good for good is hu¬ 
mane, evillTor evillis bruitifh, evill for good is dive lifh. 

Svill frail not departfrom hishou[ef\ i. e. from his Terfon and 
Pofterity, though haply he may efcape the lafh of man’s law for 
fuch an abhorred villany. See this fulfilled in Satus family, for 
his unworthy dealing with David; in Mttleajfes and many o- 
t-hers. Jeremy (in a fpirit of Prophecy) bitterly eurfeth fuch, and 
forccelkth the utter ruineofthem and theirs, dap. 18, 20, 21. 
Arc. fhall evill be recompenfed for good ? iaich he : therefore de¬ 
liver up their childrento the famine, and let their wives be vvid- 
dows. Let a cry be heard from their houfes, See. 

Verf. 14. The beginning offtrifeisaswhenone lets out watei] 
It iseafier to flirre Itrife thenar ic. Lis litemgenerat : As wa¬ 
ter, it is of a fpredding nature. Do therefore here as the Dutch¬ 
men do by their banks: they keep them with little coft and 
trouble, bccaufe they looknarrowly to them, indmakethem 
up in time. If there be l*it the leaft breach, they flop it prefent- 
lyj otherwife the fea would foon overflow them. 

Fertur in arvafurens cumulo, campofquc pe c omnes 

Gum ftabulis armenta trahit,. 

J The. 
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The fame may fitly be fet forth alfo by a fimilitude from fire.- 
which if quenched prefently, little hurt is done; As if not, behold 
ho-ff treat a wood a little f re kindleth , faith Saint James : Iffirej ani< ^ 
break out but of a bramble,it will devoure the Cedars of Leba¬ 
non, Judges 9.15. Cover therefore the fire of contention, as. 

William the Conquerour commanded the coverfeu-bell. 

Therefore leave off contention before it be medled w/thj Ante - 
mam commifceatur. Stop or ftep back, before it come to further 
trouble. Satiw efl recurrere quam male currere, better retire then 
run on, in thofeignoble quarrels efpecially, ubi & vincere ing?o- 
rittm eft & atterifordidum , wherein, whether he win or lofe, he 
is fure to lofe in his credit and comfort. We read of Francis the 
firft King of France , that confuting with his Captains how to 
lead army over theAlpesinto Italy, whether this way or that 
way? Amarill his fool fprang out ofa corner,where he fate unfeen, 

& bade them rather take care which way they fliould bring their 
army out of Italy again. Jtiseafie for one to intcrefthimlelfin 
* quarrels, but hard to be difingaged from them,when he is once in. 

Therefore Principiis o^y?4,withftand the beginnings of thefe evils, 
and ftudy to be quiet, 1 Theft 4. n. Milk quencheth wild¬ 
fire.- Oyle (faith Luther,) quencheth lime.- fo dothmeeknefle 

Verf. 15.. He that juftifteth the wicked, and he that condemned 
the juft, &c.T To wrong a righteous man in word only is a grie¬ 
vous finne; how much more to murtherhim under pretence of Iu- 
ftice ? as they did innocent Naboth ; as the bloody Papifts do 
Chrifts faithful witnettes; and as the lews did Chrift himlelf, 
cryineout. We have a law, and by our laW he ought to die, &C.ThlS 
is to play the Thief or Man-flayer cum Privtlegio, this is to frame 
mifehief by a law, Pfal. 94 - 20. The like may be laid of that other 
branch of injufticc, the juftifying of the wicked. Toms meet, qtn 
main parcit. He wrongs the good,that fpares the bad : better turn 
fo many wild-Boars, Bears, Wolves. Leopards oofe amonglt 
them, then thefe monftrous men of conditionthat will either 
corruptthem or otherwife mifehieve them. For thou knoweit 
this People is fet upon mifehief, Exod.^z. 22. They cannot fleep 
unleffc they have hurt feme one. Neither pertains this Proverb 
to Magittrates only, but to private perfons too; who mult take 
heed how they precipitate a cenfure; Herein Davjd was too 
blame in pronouncing the wicked happy, and condemning tne 
° D d 3 ' ' S cne r 
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generation of Gods children, pfal. 73. for the which over-fight 
be afterwards (hames and (hents himfelf, yea befools and bebeafis, 
himfelf, as well he deferved, verf 22. 

Vcva6.lvherfore is there a price in the hand of a fool,&c.~] Wealth 
without wit is ill beftowed. Think the fame of good naturall 
parts, either of body or minde : fo,for authority, opportunity 
and other advantages. Whereto ferve they if not rightly impro¬ 
ved and employed"? Certainly chey will prove no better then V * 
rialh letters to thofc that have them ? or as that fword which He - 
Elor gave zsf'pax • which fo long as he ufed again!: his enemies, 
ferv ed for help and defence • but after he began to abufe it to the 
hurt of hurtle fle beafts, it turned into his own bowels. This will 
be a bodkin at thy heart one day, I might have been faved , but 
I wofully let flip thofe opportunities chat God had :hruft into my 
hands, and wilfully cut the throat of mine ownpoor foul, by an 
impenitent continuance in finfull courfes, againftfo many diflfwa- 
fives. Oh the fpirit of fornication, that hath fo befoited the minds 
of the moft, that they have no heart to look afeer heaven, while 
it is to be had, but trifle and foole away the r owne fal- 


vation ! 

Verf. 17. A friend loveth at nil time /] Such a friend was Jo¬ 
nathan , Hajhai the Archite, Ittai the Gittite, whc^ftuck clofc to 
David when he was at his greateft under. But fuch faithful friends 
are in this age all for the moft part gone in Pilgrimage (ashe 
oncefaid) and their return is uncertain. David met withothers 
befldes thofe above mentioned, that would be the caufes bur not 


the companions of his calamity: that would fawn upon him in 
Duke cfG'o- tlis flour ifli, but forfake him in his trouble. Afy hi efs and friends 
ieUrr, b.-ing" fland aloof cjrc. The Ancienrs pidured F'ricndlhi), in the ill a ye 
wo::nd>da:iJ- of a faire young uian,bare-headed meanly apparelled, having on 
oVcrtliro.vnhy c jj e olit ,fide of his garment written, To live and io die with yon, 
-L 011 ilis forehead Summer and iVintcr. His bread was open, 
batSf-^ ./-fo that his hcait might be (een : and with his finger lie pointed 
j rincoitfi was to his hcait whe*e was written L on fie, Props , Faire and near. 


refeuca l>v Iks a brother is born for adverfny ] Birth binds him to it, and 

br other h,.ng although at other times fratrum coucordia ram, hr :(hren may jar 
who^beftri• and jangle, yet at a ftrait, and in a ftreflV, good na Hire will work, 
d; r ,g him, dc-and good blood will not belie it felf. And as in the natural fo in 
Ijvucd him the ipiritual brotherhood, Mifery breeds unity. ilidlcy and Hoo- 
f.om^Jangco ^ r)t hac when they were both Bifhops differed fo ranch about Ce- 
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remonies/could agree well enough, and be mutual comforts one 
to another, when they were both Prifoners. Efiber concealed her 
kindred in hard times: but Gods People cannot. (JMofe, muft 
refeue his beaten brother out of the hand of the Egyptian, though 
he venture his life by it. 

Verb 18. A man void of understanding firiketh hands J Of the 
folly and mifery of rafh furetyfhip, See Chap. 6. 1,4. See. with 
the Notes there. ^ . . ,. r . , . . , 

In the Trefence of bis friend] Or, before his friend, that is be. 
fore his friend do it, who was better able, and more obliged. 

Thus like a Woodcock he puts his neck into the ginne, his foot 
into the flocks, as the Drunkard ; and then hath time enough to 
come in with fools bad l wifi £c CO fay as the Lyon did when taken 
in die Coyle, Sifrofimpm: Ifl had forefem this. But why 
Ihould there be amongl't men any inch EfimciUcm, fuch a poll- 
matter,an after-wit. _ , , . a „ 

Verf. ip. He loveth tranfgrejfion that loveth firijej Itsltiange 
that any fhould love ftrife, that Hellhag, i S <st fww. And yet 
fome, like trouts, love to fwim againft the ftream : like Salaman¬ 
ders they live in the fire of contention: like phocion they hold it 
a goodlv thino to diffent from others: like Pyrrhus, they area 
People that delight inWarrc, PiaLdS. 30. Like Davids enemies, 
lam for peaccffaith he, (that washts Motto; but when I fowkBfai.» 
Vfit, they are for warre. Tbefe unquiet fpirits are ofthe dev.il 
doubtleflethat turbulent creature, that, txoubler pf Gods Ifrael 
He knows that where envying and ftrife is, there ^confufion and 
every evill work, Jam. 3. 16. aodtfatfibe■joyqth.irayfercffion, 
that loveth ftrife; he taketh pleafure m finne, which is the 
caufe ofhisunquietneffe. Good therefore and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation is the counfell of the Pfalmift; Ceafe from anger and 
forfake wrath : fret not thy felf in any.wife to do fVdl., Pfal- ?,?■ 8. 

He that frets much will foonbe drawnxo do evill. Anangry man 
fttrs up ftrife and a furious man abounded! in tranIgteflion, 7 W. 

-P 22 Hence our Saviour bids Have fait witbiny oarfelves, that 
iV mortifie your corruptions, and then, ike. at Peace one withano- 
ther, Mark 9. 50. Hence alio Saint Jamas faith, that the wifedom 
from above is firfi pure and .then peaceable. And Saint Paul til 
joyns, faith and love together: there canbe no true love CO,and 
good agreement with men, till the heart he purified by faith from 
the love of fin. 
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_And.be that exalteth his gate , feeketh deslruUion ] Eventually 
'he feeketh it, though not intentionally: that exalte tb hit gate, 
that is, hie Me hottfe, ( a part being put for the w hole ) which 
he that builds over-fumptuoufly is in the ready roc e to beggery, 
the begger will foon have him by the back, as they fay; ejtttrit rup- 
tarum, he will (hortly break. Others read the words thus, And 
he enlarge tb hie gate that feeketh a breach , that is, fay they, hee 
that picketh quarrels, and is contentiousjetteth open a wide door 
to let in many mifeheifes. 

Verf. 20. He that hath afrowardheart, frsdeth no good] Who 
this is that hath a froward heart, and a perverfeto igue, Solomon 
fhewes Prov. i r. 20. viz. the hypocrite,the double minded man 
J am , i.B. that hath an heart and an heart, Pfal. 12.2. One for 
God, and another for him that would have it, as that defperate 
Neapolitan boafted of himfelf. And as he hath two hearts,fo two 
tonaues too, \Tm. 3.8. wherewith he can both biefl'c and curfe, 
talk relioioufly or profanely according to the company, Jam. 3, 
io, 11. ° fpeak Hebrew and tAfjdoa , the language of (> 
naan, and the language of hell: like thofe in-an Iflandbe- 
• 1 yond Arabia, of whom Diodorus Siculus faith, that they have 
nt ‘ q 5 ‘ cloven tongues , fo that therewith they can alter iheir fpeech at 
their pleafure, and perfectly fpeak to two perfon:;, and to two 
* purpofes at once. Now how can thefe Monfters of men expert 

either to find good, or not to fall into mifeheife > How can they 
efcape the damnation of hell , whereof hypoi rices are the 
Mar. 24.5 i. cheife inhabitants, yea the free-holders as it were ? for o- 
ther finners (hall have their part with the devil and hypocrices. 

Verf 2t. He that begetteth a fool doth it to his (orrow ] Solomon 
might fpeak this by experience, and with as ^Augaflus did, ZJti- 
namCalebs vixiffem,aut orbitsperiiffem. Othat 1 h id either lived 
a bachelour, or dyed childlefle 1 to bring forth chidden to the mw 
HuC 4. thcrer, children to the devil, that old man flaye:, Oh what a 
griefe isthis to a pious Parent 1 How much better were a mifear * 
ryin? womb, anddry breafts ? What heavy moane made David for 
his 'tdbfolom, dying in his fin ? How doth many a miferable mo¬ 
ther weep and warblejout that mournful dicey of her in Plutarch 
over her deceafed children, $uo pueri e(Hs prof eft U poor foules 
what’s become of you 1 

And the father of a fool hath no joy'] No more chin Oedipus had, 
who curfedhis children when he dyed and breathed out his laft, 
with 


209 


Chap. 17. upon the Proverbs. 

Per coacervatos pereut damns impia luflus . 

No more then william the Conquerour had in his ungracious 
children : or Henry the fecond, who finding that his fonnes had 
confpired againft him with the Ydng of France > fell into a grie¬ 
vous pafiion , curfing both his Tons, and the day wherein himfelf 
was borne, : and in that diftemperature departed the world, 
which himfelf had fooft diftempered. 

VQtf.ti. A merry heart doth goodHkg a medicine] Evix.yziv 'and: 

SotheSepcuagint render it. And indeed, it is ufafia chat makes 
iviEfet. Alltrue mirth isfrom the reditude of the minde, from 
a right frame of foule. Whenfaich hath once healed the confid¬ 
ence, and grace hath hufht the affe<ftions,and compofed all with¬ 
in, fo that there is a fabbathoffpirit, and a blefled tranquillity 
lodged in the foule, then the body alfo is vigorous and vegetous, 
for muft part, in very good plight, and healthful conftitution ; 
which makes mans life very comfortable. For ft vales , beneefi. 
And ?ui)Vo vvyicthuv, Cjoe thy wayes , faith Solomon to him that 
hath a good conference,-<?.'/ thy breadwith joy , and drink, thy wine 
with a merry heart , ftlo God accepterh thy works- Let thy garments 
be alw .yes white, and let thy head lack, no oyntment. Live joyfully 
with the wife of thy youth, &c. be lightfome in thy clothes, merry 
at thy meats, painfull in thy calling, ore. thefe do notably con¬ 
duce to, and help on health. They that in theufeoflawfull 
means, wait upon the Lord, (hall renew their ftrength; they 
(hall mount up with winges as Eagles: they fhall runne 
and not be weary, they fiaall walk, and not faint, Jfa . 
40. 31. 

But a broken [pi, it drjeth the bones'] By drinking up the marrow 
and radicall moifture. See this in David, Pfal. 32.3. whofe 
bones waxed old , whofe moifture or cheiffap was turned into 
the drought of fummer .• his heart was fmitten and withered like 
grade; his dayes confumed like lmoake, Pfal . 102. 3, 4. his 
whole body was like a bottle in the lmoke. Pfal. 119. 83. he was 
a very bag of bones, and thofe aifo burnt as an hearth, c Pftl. 102. 
Arifiotle in his book of long and fhort life, afiignes griefe for a 
cheif caufe of death. And the Apoitle faith as much. iCor.y, 
10. See the note there, and on Drov. 12.25. Allimmode¬ 
rations , faith Hippocrates , are great enemies to health. 

Verf. 23. A wicked man taketb a gift out of the bofome ^ i.e. 
clofely and covertly, as if neither God nor man fiiould fee him. 


Daniel, fol. 
112. 


Ecclcf.y 7, 
9 ' 
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- -7—- d " m k c alloreadthus, He (that isthecomipt judge) 

fion^Rain is good, and ground is good, yet ex forum conu-ncho' 

V;,lcus Index \Zlflme , his very face ipMks 

f.ni:ni. him wife the government of his eye, eipecially is m argument 

Pioicflo ocu- 0 f h is gravity. His eyes are in his head Ecclef 2. M- he fcatte- 
,lis animus m-or nis gravity y , 20.8. He hath oculumirre. 

habitat. Plin. reth away allevil-with them /W 2 * ^ 

in a deep mufe, or as one that hath hafte f r «nie Ipeciai Du 
finefle, and therefore overlooks every ' h ' n t S S fee Go” to his 

fo” ° t WO but aifo flop his eates from hearing of blood. 

Qsimil.de. and (hut his eyes from feeing of evil. Vmu 
cUm. ' „„,/«*/? faith Quintilian ; fin entereth into the little worm 

horouehthefe windwes, and death by fin. as foe s find too oft 
bv caftino their eyes into thecorners of the earth ; fuffenng them 
to toveac tandome withoutreftraint, by irregular glancing.and 
inordinate earing. In Hebrew the fame word figmlyes both an 
1»° anda/Lri*; tolhew (faith one) that trom the eye as 
ftom a fountain Howes both fin and mifery. Shot v f therereforc 
,h% V*m, that ikM wj hfMofli&h, ..; the 
Proverb hath it. We read of one thac making a joi rney to to, 
and knowing it to be a corrupt place, and .corrupter of others 
entred the city with eyes dole fliuc; neither would he fee any 
thing there but S.FeJ Chutch which he had a great mind to go 

vifit g Alipim in Juft* being importuned to goe to thole 
bloody fpe&adea of the gladiatoty combats tefohed to wmk and 
did; But heating an out-cry of applanfe looked at toad .and wa 
fo taken with the fporc, that he became an ordinary frequenter 

of thofe cruell meetings. r^Klote 

Verfi 25. Afoolijb fonne is a grief e to hu father. See the NO 

OD chap. 10,L and 15.20* . Verf.^a- 
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Verf. 26. Aljo to pmijh the juft is not good] 1 he ri gh ce ° are 
to be cherifhed and prote&ed, as thofe that uphold the ftatc. 

Semen fanZt»m Flatumcn terra. I/a.6.1 3.What tineas Sylvius faid 
of learning, may be more properly faid of righteoufnefle, Vulgar 
menfhould efteon it as filver, Noblmen as gold. Princes prize 
ic as pcarles. Put they that pumfh it (as perfecutours do) fhall 
be puniflied to purpofe, when God makes inquifmon for pU 

il °°Nor to finks Prims fon eqmt,] Righteous men ate Prit.cn in 
dl lrads, Pfal. 4 ?. yea they are Kings in righteouineili:, as Mel- 
chi fe dec Indeed they are fomevvhat obfeure Kings as he was, 
but Kings they appear to be by comparing Mar. 13.17. with 
IA „ IO & 24 Many righteous faith Matthew , many Kings faith 
Lukl. Nowtoftrike a King is high-treafon: And although Prin- ^ ufl . 
ces hath put up blowes (as when one ftruke our Henry the fixth, 
he only faid, Fotfooth yon do wrong your more then 
mee to ftrike the Lords anointed: Another alfo that had 
dravvn blood of him when hee was in pnfon, he freely par¬ 
doned, when hee was reftored to his Kmgdome faying : 

Alas poor foule, he ftmek me more to win favour with 
othrs then of any evil will hee bare me. So when one 
came to cry Cato mercy foi having ftruke him once in the Bath, he 
anftvAe d that he remembred no fur h matter. Like wife iLjatr- 
trrjs isfamous for pardoning hlmthat frnote out one ofhis eyes; 

Q he that (hall touch the apple of Gods eye, /as every one doth 
that wror.oeth a righteous man,, for equity cfpecully) fhall have 
God for a revenger. And it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 

01 Verf l ^7 1 3 He that hath knowledge fpareth his Wf 1 T «' tHr £ 

-wris a Gene of lblidity , and talkativenefte ofworthlefnefle. E- 
"'Luo-Hu is worthily praifed for this (faith Plutarch) that 
^ knew mor'e then he, fo none fpake leffe then he 

^\lnda mm of under(landing is of an excellent fpmt] Or ,ofa 
cool fp 'irit. The deepeft feas are the moft calme, 

jyhererivenfmootheftrun, deep are the fords. 

The Diail ftirres,yct none perceives amove, &c 

Verf. 28* Even a fool when he holdeth hss peace ,&c.J 

O that you would altogeiher hold you peace, and ic Ihouldie 
Ee 2 j v 





A Commentary or Expedition Chap. 18. 

your wiCdome, faith Job to his friends that fpake much, but faid 
Httle, lob 13.5* 


CHAP. XVIII. 

Verf.i. Through dejire a man having feparated himfelf , Crc.] 

H Ere the reading that is in the margin (metiinkes) is the 
better. Hethatjeparates himfelf ( either from his friend, 
as the old interpreter makes the fence, or from anything elfe that 
he hath formerly followed ) feeketh according to hit define [ feeketh 
to fatisfie his own hearts Juft, and to compare whai he coveteth) 
and intermedleth With every buftnejfe , (ftirres very bufily in every 
thing that is done, and leaves no ftone unrowled, no courfe unat- 
tempted, whereby he may effeift his defigne, and come off with his 
credit. The pradfife hereof we may obferve in the Pharifees 
(thofeold Separatifts) who flandered allthat our Saviourdid: 
and, in their pertinacious malice , never left till 1 hey had flaine 
him, for a deceiver of the people. So the Donat Ms feparated, 
and affirmed, that there were no true Churches but theirs. They 
were alfo divided among themfelves irt minutnlafruptla^ into 
fmall fucking Congregations as Aaftin faith- - whofe t.rguments not 
being able to confute, they reproached him for hi; former life, 
when he was a Manichec. In like fort dealt the Arabaptifls with 
Luther,whom they held more peftiferous then the F ope. Muncer 
wrote a book againft him (dedicating it to the illuftrious Prince ^ 
Scukcr. Chrift) and rails at him, as one chat wanted the Spirit of Revela- 
Annai1^*138. tion,and favoured only thethings of theflelh.Our Szparatifts (the 
better fort of th > v have faid, that the differences arefofmail 
Apol>get: ^ between themfelves and us, that they can , for a n zed , come to 
arrat- p. . oUJ . Churches, partake in the Sacraments, and ho id communion 
with us as the Churches of Chrift, Qpc. Buc if fo, how then dure 
they leparate, and intermeddle with every bufinefTe that they may 
have fome fpccious pretence for it ? Turks wondet ac Englilli for 
cutting or pinking their doathes; counting them lh tie better then 
mad to make holes in whole cloth, which time of it fclf would 
tear too foon. Men may do pro libity (as fome rendt r through dejirc 
in this cext)as they will with their, own; but wo beto thofe tha: 
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cat and rend the fsamlescoat of Chrift wichcaufeles reparations. 

Verf. 2. A fool hath no delight in underjlandtng , but that his 
heart may difeover it felff] Or, in difeovering hts own heart, \, e, 
in following his own humour, againft all that can be faid to the 
contrary. He is willful, and foftandsasa ftakeinthe middeftof 
a ftreanj, lets all pafl'eby him but heftands where he was. It is ea- 
fkr to deal with twenty mens reafons , then with one mans will; 
He hath made his conclufion: you may affoon remove a rock, as 
him. fhticcjuid vnlt valdc vtilt , cjuicquidvtilt fanEhim ejl. His 
will is his rule, and when a mart hath faid and done his utmoft to 
convince him by force of reafon,hefhall find him like a mil.horfe, 
jiift there in the evening where he began his morning circuic.Some 
think that Solomon here taxeth not fo much che wilfulnefle, as the 
vainglorioufnes & oftentation of fond fools, w'ho feem to delight 
invvifedom; buc it is only for a name, and that they may by fee* 
ting theirgood parts a funning , gainthe appjaufeand admirati¬ 
on of the world, for men Angularly qualified. But why Ihould 
any affetft the vain praifes of men , and not reft content with che 
Euge of a good confcience ? The blefled Virgin was troubled, 
when truely praifed of an Angel. AdofesYiz^ more glory by his 
Veyle, then by his face, fhrif (befide the Veyle of his humani¬ 
ty) fayes See you tell no man. &c. 

Vcrf. 3. when the -wicked commeth, then commeth contempt]] It 
it comes into the world with him , fo the Hebrew Do&ours ex¬ 
pound it. He is borne a contemner of God, of his people, and of 
his ordinances., being vainly puffed up by his fleftilyminde, Col. 
2. iS„ and having a bafe efteem of others, in comparifon 
of himfelfe : Thus vain man would be wife, yea the only 
wife, though man be borne like a wild afiescolt, Job. u. 12.. 
and fo he could not butconfefle, would he but conlult a while 
with himfelf. But he doth w ith himfelf, as fome people do by- 
dogs and monkeyes; which they know to be paltrey carrion 
bealls, and yet they fet great Itore by them and make precious, 
account of them, merely tor their mindcs fake. 

And with ignominy, reproach] ] 1 hefe two he fhall be furc of ac¬ 
cording to that, 1 Sam 2. 30. 1 hey that defpife me fhall be light¬ 
ly efteemed, and Prov. 3. 34. Surely God fcorneththe fcorners 
( fee the Note there) he payes them in their owncoyn , over- 
fliootsthem in their own bow, makes them to meet with, 
firth as will mets'them out their own meafure, and for their 
E e 3. con- 
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'contempt reply them (witbigmmixj) reproach. 

Verf. 4. The words of a man's month are as deep Waters J Htly 
are the words of the wife refembled to waters f faith one) in af- 
much as they both walhthe mindes of the hearers, thatthe foul- 
nefle of Gn remaine not therein, and water them in fuch fort that 
thev faint not, noF wither by a drought and burning defire of hea¬ 
venly do&rine. Now thefe words of the wife are of two forts : 
fome are as deep waters, and cannot eafily be fathom ed as d 1 amp- 
(oris riddles, and Solomons Apopkthegmes, fo very much admired 
bv the Queen of Sheba, zChron ?.fome again are pla n, and flow 
fo eafily as a flowing brook, that the Gmpleftmay underftand 
them. The fame may be affirmed of the holy Script ares (thofe 
words of the Wife and their dark fayings,Vtov.1.6.) The Scriptures 
faith one are both text andglolfe , one place opens mother, one 
place hath that plainly, that another delivers darkly..The :Rab- 
bines have one faying, that there is a mountame offenfe hangs 
upon every ^.voftheword ofGod. And another they have, 
Nulla eft objeftio in lege qua non habet folntionem in latere, U e. 
there is not any doubt in the Law, but may be refolved by fome 
other text. Parallel Scriptures call a mutuall light one upon ano- 
ther • and is there nocathinvaile laid over the word , which is 
more ratified by reading, and at laft wholly wo:naway ? A 
friend (faith Cbryfofiome) chat is acquainted with his Friend,will 
getout the meaning ofaletter orphrafe, which another could 
not that is a ftranger: foie is in the Scripture. 

Verf. 5. It is not good to accept the perfon of the wic.'fd] Indeed, 
it is fo bad, as can hardly be exprefled: and is then fore here let 
■Iran V : rg!l forth by the figure Liptote, which is, fay Grammarians, cum minus 
Nec nulla in- dicitur, pins intelligitttr, when little is faid,but more sunderftood. 
rat- eftina- This accepting of perfons, declared here to be fo very naught , is 
ratx gratia elcher in pa fli n g f en tence of judgement, of which fee Lev it. 19. 
urra.C/.mg.x. ^ w ith the Note: or otherwile in common corverfation, of 
which read lam. 2.1,2,354. with the Note. 

To overthrow the righteous in judgement Whici*. is the e&lilyCf 
done.becaufe they cannot quarrell and contend,as fie wicked can. 

The fools Ups enter Into contention, verf. 6 . they have an art in it, 

they are dexterous at it, it is their trade and ftudy 10 brabble and 
wrangle, to fee a good face upon an ill matter, to ‘aile and out¬ 
brave, to fet men further at oddes, and toimbittec their fpirits 
one againft; another, This is a trick they have learned of their fa- 
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ther the devil ; and this their gracelefic /peeehes do as di- 
redly tend unto, as if they had legges to go unto con¬ 
tention. 

Verf. 6. A fools lips enter into contention] See the Note on 
verf. 5 • 

And his month callcthfor ftrokjes 3 By his defire, upon others .• 
bur,by defert and effe<ft, upon himfeif. 

Verf 7. A fools mouth is his defiruMion] See the Notes on ch, 
jo.14. & 12.13. & 13.3. 

Verf. 8. The words of a tale-bearer are as wounds J See the N Ote Vehemenrcr 
on chap. 12.18. He that takes away a mans good name, kils him doleo, quia ve 
alive, and mines him and his pofterity: being herein worfe then hciiicmcrdili 
Cain-, for he in killing his brother,made him live fo ever, and eter- 
nallized his name. Some read , are as the words of the wounded: ™ ™ U)0CllIIs 
they feem to fpeak out of wounded troubled hearts,and then their demiflis, cun 
words go down into the belly, they go glib down, pafle without quadam tard 
the leaftqtitftioning. race & vocis 

Verf. 9. He alfo that is flothfitll in his workj] As he muft needs 
bethat goespedlingabout with tales, and buzzing evil reports di0i Btr/h 
into the eares of thofe that will hear them. See 1 Tim. 5.3. 
with the Note ther z.Latanegligentia dolus eft, faith the Civilian. 

Is brother to him that is a great wafer] Eftfrater domini dip 
perditionis, will as certainly come to poverty, as the greateft 
waft-good. A man dyes no leffe furely(though not fo fuddenly). of 

a confumption, then of an apoplexy. 

Verf.io. The Name of the Lord is mw* 3 Gods attri¬ 

butes are called His Name ; becaufe by them hee is known 
as a man is by his name. Thefe are faid to be Arx roboris a 
tower fodeep.no pioneer can undermine it; fo thick, nocannon 
can peirce it; fo high, no ladder can fealeit. Arock, anoldrock, 

Ifa. 2(5.4. yea munitions of rocks, Jfa . 33.16. rocks within rocks, 
a tower impregnable, in expugnable. 

The righteous runneth to it] All creatures run to their refuges, 
when hunted, Prov. 30.21 5 . Pfal. 104.18. Prov. 18.11. Daniel. 

4.10, r 1. Itidg, 9.50,51. which yet faile them many times j as 
the tower of Shechem did. Iudg.9. astheftrongholdof^/ow did 
thofe Jebufites that fcorned David and his hoaft; as conceited 
thatthe very lame and blinde f thofe moft (hiftlelfe creatures) 
might there eafily hold it out againft him. 2 Sam.< ) .6, r ). The 
hunted hare runs to her forme, but that cannot fecureher: the 

travel- 






2i 6 A Commentary or Expofztion Chap. 18 . 

traveller to hisbufti; but that whenonce wee through, doeshitn 
morehurcthen good; as the Phyficians did the hamorroifle, 
May. 5. But as (he when (he had (pent all before, came to Chrift 
and was cured: To the righteous being poore and deftitute of 
wealth, (which is the rich mans ftrong city, verf in.) and of all 
U &Mt hnmane helps (God loveth to relieve fuch as are for.aken of their 

John to. hopes) runs to this ftrong refuge, and is not only lire, but fit a- 

loft, as the word fignifies, out of the gunflaot. None can pull 
them out of his hands. Run therefore to God by praying and 
not fainting, L»k. x8. x. This is the beft poll icy for iecuricy. 
That which is laid of wily Perfons that are full of fetches,of win- 
dings and of turnings in the world, that t'uch will never break, is 
much more true of a righteous praying Chriftian. He hath but 
one grand policy to fecure him in all dangers: and that is, to run 
to God. 

Verf. ii. The rich man’s wealth is his ftrong City] It is hard to 
have wealth and not truft to it,.' Mat. 19. 24. 1 Tim- 5.17* 
the Notes there. But wealth was never true to tho /e that trufted 
it: there is an utter uncertainty, 1 Tim. 5.17. anon-entity, 
Prov. 23.5,6. animpotency tohelp in the evill dw,Zeph. 1.18. 
an impoflibilicy to ftretch to eternity, unleffe it be :o deftroy the 
Owner for ever, Eccleft 5.13. James 5. r, 2. fk’c. A wicked man 
beaten out of earthly comforts, is as a naked mar. in a (forme, 
and an unarmed man in the field, or a fhip tofled ill the lea with* 
out an Anchour, which prelently daftxcth upon rocks, orfalleth 
upon quickiands. Totam igittsr anchor am facram fi*am:is m c Deo, 
(juifoists nec poteft no c "jn.lt filler c, Call we anchou: therefore up- 
• on God, who neither can nor will faile 11s, laith a learned Inter¬ 
preter. 

And as mi Wmh wall in his oWn conceit] It is cor.ccit only that 
fets a price upon thele outward comforts, and b.ais men in hand, 
that thereby as by an high wall, they Avail not only be (ecuredbuc 
lccreted in their leivdneilc, from the eyes of God and men. But 
, , wlint laid the Oracle to bloody Phocas l Though thou fet up thy 

711 walsas high as heaven, (in lies at the foundation ; and all wnl 
ou t> yea all be overturned. 

y.iv,8tc. Ccdr. Verf. 12. Before deft met ion the heart of a man is haughty] 
Creature confidence and high.mindednefte are the Dives his dit- 
eafes, and go therefore yoked together as here; (o 1 Tim. 6.1 7. 
Charge the rich that they be not high-minded, nor truft toun- 
0 certain 
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Terrain riches. Magna cognatio tit reific nominis, divitiif & vitiis , 

Wealth and Wickednefle are of near alliance, and are not farre 
from deftrudtion, or breaking tofhiycrs, as the word .fignifies. 

So bladder-like is the foul,that filled with earthly vanities,though 
hut wind it -rows great, and fwels in pride: but pnekt with the 
leaft pin of divine Iuftice, itfhiinks and ftmvels to nothing. 

See more in the Notes on Chap. 16. 18. and 15 - 33 - an <* 

* ~ Ver 1 7. He that anfwereth a matter before he heareth it] Salo¬ 
mon had faid before, that even a fool when he holdeth his peace 
is counted wife, chap, »7> 28. and in many paffages of this ble (Ted 
book, he fets forth that a great part.of mans wifedome is (hew¬ 
ed in his words. To be over-forward to anfwer, before the que- 
ftion be fully propounded or expounded, is ra(h if not proud 
boldnefie, and refieds Axame upon them that doe it. Likewife to 
he (low to hearjwift tofpeak, (hath nocGod given us two ears and 
one tongue toteach us better 1) to precipitate a cenfure, or pafte 
fentence before both Parties be heard, to (peak evill of the things 
that a man knows not, or weakly and mfufficiently to defend hat 
which is good againft a fubcle adver(ary,^»/?r» profeffeth this; was 
it that hardned him, & made him to triumph in his former Mim - 
chifm, that he met with feeble opponents, and fuch as his nimble 
wit was eafily sbkto oveaum.Oeco/ampadius faid of Carolojtadtus, 
that he had a good caufe, but wanted llioulders to ^Pportit. 

Verf. 14 . The fptrit of a man Will fa ft am his infirmity jSome lor 
ry (hift a man may make to buttle with and to rub through other 
aylements and aggrievanccs, difafters or difeafes, ore 
neflesofthebody, fas the word here properly imporceth,; Let 
a mm be fourd within, and upon good terms) at 
his own' conic,ence, and he will bravely bear »lpc.k»ble 
preHiires, 2 Cor. i. ?, I i. Vml was merry under his load, becaule 
his heart was dreary in the Lord : as an old beaten to the 

CrolTe, mJair tolerare<jukm dtflorart, his ftroake was heavier 
then his groaning, as oh, 

°ives a rcaibn why Porters under their burdens go g £» 
caufe the mind being delighted with the fweemefle oF the mulith, Problem. .. 
the body feels the svaight fo much the leffe.Their ttioulder. while n»,r.b. 7 s. 
found, will bear great luggage •• but let a bone be broken or 
but the skin rubd up and raw, the lighted load will be grie¬ 
vous. A little water in a leaden vdlcll is heavy; fo is a 
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little trouble in an evill confcience. 

But a woundedfpirit Who canbear~\ej.d. It is a burthe.i importable, 
able to quail the courage and cruflfi the (boulders of the hugcft 
Hercules , of the mightieft man upon earth} wbi can beare it ? 
The body cannot, much lefle a difeafed body (And ifthefoule 

be at unreft, the body cannot but co-fufter.) Hence Job preferred, 
and Judas chofe ftrangling before it. Bilney and Bainham, after 
they had abjured, felt fuch an hell in their conferences, till they 
Aft. & Mon. had openly profeffed their forrow for that fin, as they would not 
fol, 958. feele again for all the world's good. Daniel chof; rather to be 
callinto the den of Lions, then to carry about a lion in his bo. 
fome, an enraged confcience. The primitive Chriftianscryed like, 
wife, <saAd leones potiits cjudm eid lenones abjiciamnr. What ater- 
rour to himfelt was our Richard the third, after thecruellmur- 
therofhistwo innocent Nephews; and Charles che ninth of 
France, after that bloody maffacre ? Ife could neves endure to be 
awakened in the night, without mufick or fome like diversion,But 
alafle - if the foule it felf be out of tune, thefe outw ard things do 
no more good, then a fair fhooe to a gowty foot,or ;i filken flock¬ 
ing to a broken legge. 

Verfl5. Theheart of the Prudent getteth knowledge^ Such as 
can keep the bird finging in their bo fome, and are free from in¬ 
ward perturbations, thefe by meditating on the good word of 
God, and by liftening to the wholefome words of 0 :hers, get and 
gather knowledge : that is, great ftore of all forts c f knowledge, 
that which is divine efpecially, and tends tothe per feding of the 
foule. 

Gen 4? II, Verf, 1 6, A mans gift make tb room, '.for hint] This Jacob knew 
’ - ’ 'well, and therefore bade his ionnes take a prefenc fo r the Go ver- 
. nouroftheland, though it were but of every good thing a little, 

j Sam. 9.7, So Saul, when to goto the man of God to enq lire about the 
A fifes. But behold, [aid he to hisfervant , if we go,\vha. (hall we bring 
the man ? What have we ? See more inthe Note or, chap . 17. ver. 
8. and 23. 

Verf 17. He that is firft in his own caufe feemeth ]uff\ The nrft 
tale is good till the fecond be heard. How faire a uale told Ter- 
tnllui for che Jews againft Paul, till the Apoftle ctme after him, 
and unflarchttheOratours trim ipeech?jHdgeshad reed to get & 
keep that Sr dJictfifoiroy tha x. Alexander boafted of,to keep one eare 
elearc and unprejudiced; for the defendant - for they (ball meet 
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^fiid^di^Adors or Pleaders as can make guifbet exejur 
abet Candida deni wit &dc candentibw *fn*;ascan draw a faire 
glove upon a fowle hand, blanch and imooth over the worft cau¬ 
ls w ith goodly pretences, as Ziba did againft Mepbibojhetby T 
• p bar's Wife againft fofipb&c. He muft therefore tp'oit 

fas the Athenian Iudges werefworn todo,) heare both fide s in- 
MM:Zi as that Levite faid Judg. 19. Confider, con- 
fit, and then give fentence, doing nothing by partiality or pre 

JU Vetf. 18. The lot caufeth contentions to ceafe] As it did, Jojh. 

U. 2. Where it is remarkable that lofiua that lotted out the 
land, left none to himfelf; and that portion that"o U n’ 
and he content withal!, was but a mean one in the barren *® u “ 
tains. So again, Ads 1.26. where it Isr ^ a 5 , kab ! e ’. th J C /f‘ S r ^ 
r r called Barfabas , feeing it was not Gods mind by lot to 
i/ake choice of him now to fucceed Judasin the Apo^'P’™^ 
content with a lower condition : therefore aft erwardsGod .. 

led himto that high and honourable office of an Apoftle, flat 

aft hii Thfevh Barfabas were the fume with that lofephBarna - 
bus, Ads { 3 6. asthe Gentutifts are of opinion. See the note on 

Hrtit ^ Mother offended is harder to be von, ^Whether 

asai 

more Chrillian-blood, wrought more lporle ana oeitru ^ 

buterneflh 

gerfthenthafamong Divmei,a6 that about the Sacrame«i a Sa¬ 

crament of love, a Communion, »nd yet the o«anon (by 

f f 2 
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dene ) of much diflention. This made holy Strigt tires weary of 
his life. Cup io ex hac vita migrate ab da at can fat, aith he. For 
Welch, Adam twocaufes chiefly do I defire to depart out of this world ; Firft, 
invita. that 1 may enjoy the fweet fight of the Son of God, and the 
Church above; Next, at liberet ab immanibus & unplacabilibus 
odiis Theologorum that I may be delivered from :he cruel and 
implacable hatreds of differing Divines. There is a moft fad 
ftory of thofe that fled to Frankeford hence in Qjeen Maries 
time : yec among them there were fuch grievous breaches, that 
they fought the lives one of another.Great care therefore mult be 
taken, that brethren break not friendfhipOr if i hey do, that 
they reunite and peece again as foone as is pofiible. 

Verf. 20. A mans belly fball be fatisfied n'ith the fruit of his 
mouth ] See the Notes on (fhap. 12.14, & 13 , 2. 

And with the encrcafe of his Lips Jhatl he be fat is fee J It is wor¬ 
thy the obferving. faith an Interpreter here, that Salomon doth 
. vary his words: He fpeaketh lometimes of the mom 6,fometimcs 
of the lips, fometimes of the tongue, as verf 21. to fhew that all 
theinftrumentsormeanesof fpeech (hall have, as i : were their 
proper and juft reward. 

*>. r . , Verf 21. Death and life are in the power of the tongue 1 That 

beft and worft member of the body, as Bias told Amafis King of 
jEgypr, an unrulj cvill fet on fire of hell, faith Saint lames of an 
til tongue , (as contrarily a good one is fired with zeal i bv the holy 
Ghoft, e^tf.2.) Fire we know is a good fervanc,bi t an ill lord; 
If it get above us once, there is no dealing with ic. Hence it is 
that as the careful houlliolder laies a ftriift charge upon his chil¬ 
dren and fervants to look well to their fire.- So doth Salomon give 
often warning to have a care of the tongue. For by thy words 
ftialt thou be juftified,and by thy words thou fhalt be condemned, 
Cave neferiat faith a greater than Salomon, JlAat.12. The Arabianshwe a Pro- 
lingua tua verb, Take heed that thy tongue cut not thj throat, /.word and a 
conum mum. pe ft grow upon the fame rooc jnthe Hcbr£W . tQ ^ w> faith ^ 

that an evill tongue hath the peftilencc in itIt fpets 1 ip and down 
the roome as the ferpent Dipfas, or as a candle whofe tallow is 
mixt with brine. 

• 22 ‘ fo findetha wife,cFcf] Who fo, after much feek- 

mg (by prayer to God and his own utmoft induftry, asC/ffw.24. 
Ifaac went forth to pray,and his fervant went forth to feek ) find- 
aftandfaitbfull jokc-feUowfalkd. here a wife, that is, a god 

Wife,. 
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V ife, as Ecclef.j.J. a name is put for a good name,and as Ifaa.x 8. 

xioll is put for white Wooll: every married woman is not a wife; Hllbah.ideft. 

a M woman is but the jW« of a wife, according to L«mclu k‘ 

cond wives name ZUUh ) k fiMagood thng, a lingular blet- JX aid 

finp,. and fuch as fhould draw from him abundance of thanks * GKlAV dixit. 

He may well fay as they were wont to do at Athens, when they 

were married, tevfovMMv,iv$ovcLis.yrov> I have left a worfe condi- eno 0 P rov * 

tion and found a better. If any be the worfe for a wife ( ta 

for a good wife efpecially) it is from his own corrupt heart; that 

like a toad, turncs all it takes into rank poyfon. . 

Verf. 23. The poore ufeth entreaties ] Speakes fuppheanons, 
comes in a fubmifl'e manner, ufes a low language, as a broken man. 

How much more Ihould we do fo to God ? Quanta cum rev* 
rentif quanto timore, quanta ad Veumhumilitateaccederedebete Bern. 
palude fua procedens & repens vilii ranuncula ? creeping into his 
prefence with utmoft humility and reverence. 

Verf 24. man that hathfriends For Cos amor is amor, Martial. 

Love is the whetftone or load-ftone (rather) of love. Marce,ut 
ameris ama. Love is a coine that muft be returned in kind. 

Andthenisafriend,&c .] Such a friend is as ones own1 foule. 

Dent. 13 .6. a peece fo juft cut for him, as anfwers him rightly in 
every joint. This is a rare happinejje. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Verfe 1. 'Better is the poore that Walketh in his integrity 2 

npHat poore, but honeft man, that fpeakes fuppiications. 

1 Chap 1S.-3. but abufeth not his lips toleudand loole lan- 
ouaee,is better then that rich foole that anfwers him roughly and 
robuftioufly, (as NabalM AmVfcmeffengers) and otherwilc, 
fpeakes ill, think worfe. We ufually call a poore man a poore 
foule : a poore foule may be a rich Chriftian, and a rich man may 
have a poore foule. , , . . 

Verf 2. ttAlfo that the foule be Without knowledge ft is not good J 
An ignorant man is a naughty man. tgnorat fane improbus om - Lib. 3, Eth.- 

vis, faith Ariftotle. Every bad minded man is in the dark: nei¬ 
ther can any good come into the heart.butit tnuft pafte through 
the undemanding; andthe difference of ftatureinChriftianity 
E £ 3 grows 
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cv l6 2\. 


Mat.Paris. 


Turk. hift. 
fo),42J. 


grows from different degrees of knowledge. The Romans were 
full of knowledge , and therefor zfstU of goodneffe. chap 15.14. 

And he that hafleth With his feet fimieth 3 Or, wa ndreth out of 
the way. As he that is out of his way, the fafter he rides or runs, 
the farther he is out: fo is blind zeale. It is like mettle in a blind 
horfe, that running upon the rocks and precipes firft breaks his 
hoofes, and then his neck - Or like the devill in the poffeffed, 
that cafthim fometimes into the fire, and fometimr s into the wa¬ 
ter. 

Verf. 3. T he foolifneffe of a man pcrvertetlo his way ] So that 
all goes croffe with nim, and God walks contrary to him', as it 
befell our King John. Queen Mary, and Henry the fourth of 
France. King^<ffwfaw and acknowledged it in thefe words, 
‘Foftquam, ut dixif Deo reconciliatus , me ae mca regi. afprok dolor!) 
Romans, fubjeci Ecclefis, nulla mihi proffer a fed omni j contraria ad - 
venerunt. Ever tincel fubmittea to the Sea of Rome, nothing 
hath profpered with me. 

And his heart frets again ft the Lord} As the cau e of his cala¬ 
mity. Birds of prey,thac have been long kept in the dark, when 
they get abroad are out of meafure raging and ravenous.- fo are 
ignorant ipirits, they let fly on all hands,(when in durance efpe- 
cially ) and fparc not to fpet their venome in the very face 
of God: as did Fharaoh, when that thick darknefle was upon 
himjthe King of \frael that faid, "Behold this evil is of the Lord, and 
what poo a Id I wait for the Lord any longer ? 2 King- 6. 33. AFabo* 
met the firft Emperour of the Turkes being wonderfully grieved 
with the dilhonour and Ioffe he had received at thelaft affaultof 
Scodra, in his choler and frantick rage mod horribly blafphe- 
med againft God, faying, that it were enough f jr him to have 
care of heavenly things, and not to croffe him in his worldly 
aftions. 

Verf 4. Wealth makgth many friends } Res arnicas invcr.it, faith 
he in Plautus* Wine,faith Athenans, hath s'uvsv. •«■ n yhnv, 
a force in it to make fricndfhip. Wealth vve are lure hach : but 
a's that is no found love that comes out of cups, it is jut 0 liar is ami - 
utia ; fo neither are they to be trufted, thac wculch wins to us. 
Hired friends are fddome either latisfied or fnri : but like the 
Ravens in Arabia, that, full gorged, have a tuneable fweet re¬ 
cord, but empty/creetch horribly. Flies foon fatten upon honey.- 
and vermine will haunt a houfe where food is to be gotten. 
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But the poore is feparatedfrom his neighbour ] Who either turns 
fromhimasaftranger, or againft him, as an enemy. Nero be- . 
ingcondemnedtodye, and not finding any one that would fall 
upon him and difpatch him, cryedout, Itanenecamicum , nec ini- 
meum habeo ? Have I now neither friend nor foe, that will do 
this for me ? 

Verf. y. A falfe witnejfe fo all not be unpunifhed} Many poore 
people care not to lend their rich friend an oath ataneed: And 
many rich, though they think ill of pillory-perjury, yet they 
make little confidence of a merry lye. Neither of thefe fhall pafs 
unpunifhed. And this fentence may be to them as thofc knuckles 
of a man’s hand were to Baltafar , to write them their deftiny.or 
as Daniel was to him, to read it unto them. 

Verf.6. Many Will entreat the favour of the Prince’} Yea, lie 
at his feet and lick up his fpittle, not being loyall in love for con. 
fcience, but fubraifle in fhew for commodity. Every man will 
be thrufting in where any thing is to be gotten. The Poets make 
Lira: or Tetitions to be the daughters of Jupiter> and ever about yy 1-nuoi 
him ; to fignifie, faith the Mythologift , that Princes and great 
ones are feldome without fuppliants and fuitors. oJph. inArg.. 

And every man is afrie»d ) &c.~] See the Note on Chap. 17.8. 

Verf. 7. All the brethren of the poore do hate him} How much 
more then his hired friends: Thefe are like crows to a dead Car- 
cafejwhich if they flock to it,it is not to defend,butto devoure it 
and no fooner have they bared the bones, but they are gone. See 
the Note on chap. 14.20, 

Verf. 8, He that getteth wifdome} Hebr. He that gettetb, or 
pofcffetb an heart : For we are borne brutes, and are com¬ 
pared to the horfe and mule thac have none undemanding, Pfal. 

32. Hearts we have all, but our foolifh hearts are darkened, 

Rom.uu. yea,a deceived heart hath turned us aflde that wccan¬ 
not deliver our foules, nor fay, Is there not a lye in my right hand? 

J//.44.20. Well may tbe rich have many friends, but not many 
hearts: For without wifdome no man can love his own foule, 
much Idle can he truly love another. Therefore by how much 
better it is for a man to love his own foule as he ought then to be 
beloved of others for his gifts: by fo much it is better to gee 
wifdome, then to get wealth. 

Veif.p. Afalfe witnejfe See Verf). 

Verf. ro, Dclkbt is not feemelj for a foole} Dignitas m m - 
’ ' • digno 
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digno eft ornamentum in luto, faith Salvian : Health, Wealth, 
Nobility", Beauty, Honour, and the like are ill bellowed upon a 
wicked man, who will abufe them all to his own and other mens 
Sccundjc res undoing. The wifeft have enough to do to manage thefeout- 
etiamfapien. ward good things: What may we then expeift fron fooles? (See 
tum animos the Note on chap. 14.24.) If they make wife menfooles, they will 
loESX m»ke foo'les mad men. 

lefeem fluid Much leffe for a fervant to rule over Princes ] As Abimeleck 

reium fuccef- that bramble did over the Cedars of Lebamu • is Tobiah the 
fu profpero l Servant the Ammonite fought to do over Nehcmiah, and the 
Saluft. Princes of ludah : As the fervantsof the Emperour£YW/«jdid 
over him and the whole State.- (which occafioned that verfe to be 
pronounced on the Theatre 

A^sfHTsf \siv euTuyav ftdpylaf.) 

As Socket and Wolfey affe&ed to do in their gene'ations: And 
as the 'Bridge-maker of Rome, who Riles himfelf Scrvus fervo- 
rum, A fervant of fervants; and yet ads as a Dor.rimu dom'man - 
tium & Rex Reg.urn, Lord of Lords and King of Kings.Round 
about the Popes Coine are thefe words Ramped, That Nation 
that Will not ferve thee jhall be rooted out. His Janizaries alfo the 
Jefuitsare as a moft agile flaarpfword, whofe blac e is fheathed 
at pleafure in the bowels of every common-wealth, but the.han- 
die reacheth to Rome and Spaine. This made chat moft valiant 
and puiflant Prince Henry the fourth of France , when he was 
perfwaded by one to banifh the Jeluics, fay, Civs me thenfeca¬ 
nty for my life. 

Verf. 11. The diferetion of a man defer/eth his anger ] Plato. 
when angry with his fervant, would not corredhim at that timef . 
but let him go with,? 'apularcs nift irafeerer, I am too angry to 
S n J Ira beat A young man that had been brought up with Tlato, 
lib? cap. 11 returnin g h° ni 5 to his Fathers houfc, and hearing his Father chide • 
and exclaime furioufly, laid, I have never feen the like with PLu 
to. See the Note on chap. 14.29. Anger, by being deferred^ay 
be diminifhed: fo it be not concealed lor a further opportunity 
Lcntusin tnc- mifchiefe, as uMb^alvms toward n/imnor., ai d Tibcrinjfes, 
ditando ubi whom the more he meditated revenge, the moie did time and ’ 
prorupifler, delay (harpen it: And the farther oft he threarntd. the heavier 
&c. Tacit. the ftroke fell. 

And it is bts glory to paffe over a tear,fgrcffion~\ Hebr. To paffe 
by it, as not knowing of if, or not troubled at it : Thus Davif. 
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was deaf to the railings of his enemies : and as a dumb man in 
\\ibofc mouth are no reproofes. Socrates , when he waspublikely 
abuled in a Comedy,laughed at it; Poljagrusvero feipfumftran- 
aulabat, faith v£lian-, but Tolyagrus, not able to beare fuch an 
indignity, hanged himfelf. Auguftus likewifc did but laugh at 
the Satyrs and buffooneries which they had publifhed againft him: 
and when the Senate would have further informed him of them, 
he would not heare them. The manlier any man is, the milder 
and readier to paffe by an offence: this {hews that he hath much 
of God in him (if he do it from a right principle ). who be ares . , 

Mth our cvillmanners, and forgives our trefpafles, befeechmg us ^ a&.i j. 
to be reconciled. When any provoke us, we ufe to fay, We mil 
he even with him: There is a way whereby we may be not even 
with him, but above him, and that is, forgive him. Wink at 
(mall faults efpecially : Jdui nefeit dijfimalare, nefeit vivere. He 
thatcannous not fit to live. , r u , 

Vcrf.1 2. The Kings wrath is as the roaring of a Lyon J Het>r. 

Of a youn? Lyon, which (being in his prime) roares more terri¬ 
bly- fees up his roare with fuch a force, that heamazeth the 0- 

tha Creatures whom he hunteth, fo that (though far /witter °f 
foot then the Lyon) they have no powerto fly from him. Kings 
have longhands, Prong clutches .• Good therefore is the Wife 
man's conned, £«*/. 8 .a, 3 , 4 - See the Note ori • 6.14.1 5 - 

'Verfln. vd foolijb Con is the calamity of his father J Children 
are certaih cjs, but »«««* emferts. Let them prove never 
fotowardly, yetthereis fomewhattodoto breed them up, and 
bring them to good. But if they anfwer not expedition, the 
^Parents ^riefe is inexprcflible. See the Note on Chao. 10.1. and 
15.20. How many an unhappy father is tempted to wifh with 

^ O utinarn Calebs vixi(fern, orbufque periffem. 

' And the contentions of a Wife are a cominuall dropping J Like 
as a man that hath met with hard ufage abroad, thinks to mend 
himfelfe at home ; but is no fooner fat down there, but the rame 
, dropping through the roofe upon his head drives him out of 
doores aeaine: Such is the cafe of him that hath a contentious Con.mgh.ro 
1 wife • a far -rearer crofTe then that of ungracious children , conmrgium. 
Which yet are the fathers calamities and heartbreaks. Ahj$» c j V “ T(|e . 
had been happy if he had had no children: Sylla if he had had o miftocIes dix , 
wife. AH evils, as elements, are moft trouole fome when it> 
t ' G 2 out n’y.giici. 
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"of their proper place, as impiety m Profe (Tours, injuftice 
in Judges, difcomfort in a wife. This is like a tempcft in the 
Haven, moft troublefome,mod dangerous. . , 

Verf 14 Honfe and riches are the inheritance of the Fathers J 
More immediately. God gives them to thu Parents and 
chev leave them to their childrer, being moved thaeto by God: 

^ Though a carnall heart looks no higher then Parents, cares not 
fo he may have it, whence he hath it. It is Dos non Deus chat mi- 
kech marriages with them .- good enough if goods enough; mo- 
nv isthe greateftmedler, and drives the bargain a id biiuncTfe to 
an upfhot. Moftly, liich matches prove unhappy and uncom¬ 
fortable.' How can it be otherwife, Gth Hic d-mmhd feat. 
God indeed had a hand in ic.buc for their juft funiflmienc, that 
fo followed after lying vanities, and (o forfook '-heir ovvnmer- 

“'Lt. podM wife is of the Lord-] Nature ra tes a woman, 
Eleaion-a wifebut to be prudent, wife, and vercuous.isi of the 
Lord A good wife was one of the firft real and royall gifts be. 
flowed on Adam. God fet all the creatures be ore him ere he 
save him a wife : that feeing no other fit help, he might prize 
fuch a gift : not a gift of induftry, but of deftmy as one faith, 
for Marriages are made in heaven , as the common fort can ay, 

and as very Heathens acknowledge. The Govemour of Eskip 

chifar hearing Othoman the great Turk his relation °f a faire La¬ 
dy whom he was in love with, and had highly commended for 
her vertues, feemed greatly to like of his choice , faying that lh 
•ark hift. wa5 by the divine providence appointed only for him to have. 

A - 1 1 6 ' Verf. 15. Slothfttlneffe cafteth into a deep fleep' ] Sloth bringedi 

fleep, and deep poverty. See this excellently fci forth chap. 6 .% 
i o n. See the Notes there, and onc/w/uo.f 

Verf. i 6 . He that tiepeth the Commandement, keepethhu own 

[ale ”1 This is the firft fruit of (haking'off doth and fleepindie. 
He thatftirs uphimftlfe to take hold of God, l_aMq. and to 
take hold of his Covenant, lfa. 56.4. to love the name of the 
Lord, and to be his fervanr, Verf.6. to love him and keep 
CommandementSj Exod.20.6. to do that little he doeso 
love, if it be no more then to thinly upon his Commandments 
do them />/:.03.18. this mans foule (lull be bound up f» the bundle 
of life, he (hall find bis name written in the book . of life. totin 
vit* libro (crib tint nr cranes qui quodpofmt, facinnt i etfi V loA ^ 
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b^^(fmt .\aith Benard. Their names a^written in heaven ~ 

who do what they can, though they cannot do what they ought. 

If there be a willing mind, God accepts according what a man 

hath not according to what he hath not. And here Mo,Nole»tem Aug. Rnchir. 

Zw* <De*s ut velit, volentem fubfequiturne fmftra vela. cap. j.. 

^5od that gives both to will and to do, caufeth his people to keep p fc b. 56. 
his Commandcments, and worketh all their works m them, A '^f or £fa y - 16 • 

them. Lex jubet, gratia juvat: petamus tit det, quod utbabea- 

ZTtubet The Law commanded, but Grace helpeth : let us Aug. m Excd. 
Teg that God would make us to be what he requires us to T‘^ 55 . 

bC W iba'd'fpifi.b his^ies] Th«U God= Aut m(ntem 

out inhis word. Seethe Note onchap. 13.13. Or, tie that deffit ant reftim 
feth his own waies , lives carelefly, and at randome , wa ks comj-arandum 
adventures with God, Cut vita eft incompoftta ChtyCip. 

contragnomonem & canonem Decalogt, a loofe andHwleffeper- 
fon • he (ball dye, not a natural death only, (as all do) but fpu 
ritual and eternall. There is but an inch betwixt him and hell, 
which already gapes for him, and will certainly fwallow him 

UP ‘ V erf 17 tie that hath pitty upon thepoore lendeth, &c(] This Eph.4.a«. 
isaTeconJftuft of taking' o I doth, and working with the^hands 
the thing chatis good, that one may have to give to himthat 

ueedah. He doth not give ic butleud u - Godaccep^ ^ ^ ^ 

wSo both bTds hira y fclf £ CO repay, and gives 

der his ownhand here. Hcmdiuy h "» °L’ ° ,hi s 

i,»y he will fully and abundantly repay htm: moltly ra this 

world) ’but infallibly in the world to come. Ew r““"; 
mu bequeatheth three hundred [ pounds to. the poote ra h, WU 
but took a bond before-hand of Sint fin th: Bdh.OR for the re 
payment of it in another life. And the very oeanight>'* the 
hiftory ) after his departure, appearing to bun m his flrape, deli¬ 
vered inthebondcancelled, and fully difchatee • 

Verf. 1 r. Cbafim ‘h f m vW ‘ , xre “ ,lf ‘ -* ■ N0K 0 

^Verf.lt A of mat vsmh fboll{4" 3 * 

• ihat laies the teynes in (he ner k, and fets no boun^ to his wrath 
vhethet in chaftif.ng his Child, o^otherwrle, Qrall be toe^to 
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~~ fmattforic: (hall bring himfelfand his friends into great trou¬ 

ble. Such therefore as are coleiick flaould pray much, and pre¬ 
vent all occafions of wrath * as Callias Sc Cat is , becaufe they 
would not be ftirred up to anger, burned their enemies letters 
before they were read. The like did Pompey to che Liters of Ser- 
and C 4 ‘ ir t0 P° r ' } ?n s l ecters * 

Verf.20. He tire com fell 0 receive in fir nil ion J Qt,corretticn. 
Here he direfts his fpeech to the younger lore, and '.'shorts them 
1. To heare councel, that it, to keep che Commandment, as 
verf. 1 6 . 2 . To receive correction of Parents, a.sverf\8. asthe 
only way to found and lafting wifdome .• for Vexa.io dat iutelle • 
£lnm m ) ' r Pt[cator iShfs fiipit; Qua rtocenl docent; &CC. Or Salomon- 
may here bring inthe father thus leffoninghis untoward childe, 
whom he hath laflaed. For to correftand not inftri £t, istofnuft’ 
the Lamp, but not poure in oile to feed it. 

Verf. it. There are many devifes in a mans heart 3 They may 
purpofe, but God alone difpofeth of all. See the Note onc%. 
a Some think to rife by ill principles, but it will not be. 
Sometobe rich, but God crofl’eth them, and holds them to pri- 
foners pittances, to hard-meat, as we fay. Some, to live long and 
Luk.iz, enjoy what they have goiter.: but they heare, Th<» fool,this ve- 
ry night fall thy foulebe taken from thee,0c. Some fet themfelves 
to root out true Religion, to dethrone the Lord C trift, 0 c. But 
God fees and (miles, looks and laughs, Pfal. 2. The counlell of 
the Lord that (hall ftand when all is done. Chrift lhall raignein 
the midft of his enemies; the flone cut out of t ie mountaines 
without hands (hall bring down the golden Intake with a ven- 
geancejand make it like the chaffe of the Summer-doore, Dan. 2. 
35. Sciat (felfitudo veflra 0 nihildnbetet , ( faith lather in a let" 
Sculc. AnnJ. ter to the Eleftour of Saxony) long'e aliter in cccto quant Nori* 
berg£ dc hoc negotio conclufttm cjfe. Let your highne ire be lure that 
the Churches bufinefle is far ocherwife ordered in heaven, then it 
is by the Emperour and States at Norinberg. Anc. Cjaudeo quod 
Chrifius Dominns efi • alioqui tottss defterafiem. I am glad that 
Chrift is King: for otherwife 1 had been utterly 011 of heart and 
hope, faith holy My comas in a letter to Qalvin , up on the view of 
the Churches enemies. 

Verf. 22. The defire of a man is his kindnefe ] Or, his mercy 
Many have a great mind to be held mercifull m:n, andvainl/ 1 
give out what they would do t if they had wherewith j and pe> 
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Rms they fpeak as they think too ( this may be one of thofe ma- 
• n y devifes, thofe varia & van*, cogitationes inthe heart of a man, 

Tut \he poore man is better then a liar 3 For though he hath 
nothing to give, yet having a giving affeftion,he is better then a 
Iver that is, then fuch a rich man, who before he was rich would 
frag what he would do if he were rich, and yet now is a mg- 

b Verf. 23. The feare of the Lordtendeth to life, 8lC.~_ J Life,fatU- Satsiraius 

riev, andfecurity from evill (from the hurt , if not from jje noftabit,: 
finart of it) are all allured hereto thofe that feare God. Who 
would not then turne fpiricual purchafet ? See chap.22.fi. * 

Verf." 4 . A (lot I full man hidth his hand in his bofome J The 
turner fay, hirtpiUintectoL, He pats it inhfapocKctfay b 

we. Erewhileswehadhimfaftafleep; and here going about his f “ b P a - 
bufinefle, as if he were ftill afleep ; fo lazie that any the lead la¬ 
bour is onevous to him, he can hardly find in his heart to feed 
himfelfeTo to uphold the life of his hands which he ftiould mam- 
taine with the labour of his hands, 2 Theft. 1.0, and with the 
fweatof his brows, Gcn.3. Very fuckhngs get not their milk 

without much tugging and tiring themfelves at the dug 

Verf n. Smite a [corner and the fimple mil beware 3 Alurius 
faith the Wile-man. Seelt thou another 
man fhipwrackc ? look well to thy tackling. Tcenaad paucos Scc 
Let but a few be punilhed, and many will be warned and mfedi 

any will, but the fcornerhimfelfe,who will not be better, though 

braid in a raorter. This fcorner may very well be the fluggard 
mentioned in the former verfe. Smite him never 10 much, there 
is no beating any wit into him. Pharaoh was not a button the bet¬ 
ter for all that he fuffered; but jethro taking notice of Gods 
heavy hand upon Pharaoh, and likewife upon the Amulekttes was- 
thereby converted and became a Profcly te, as Rabbi Salomon no- 

Tharfpoi.ech.pilferecb 
pillageth, preyeth upon his father: Not fo much as faying with 
that (capethrifc in the Golpd, Give me the portion that ff " ™} 
fare, ldleneffe and incorngiblencffe lead to this wickednefle,as Luk.i $ 

may appeare by the context. • ~ 

. Verb 27. Ceafe my [on to heare the infiruBion J Beware of 

« klfc-Pcophets Maiqx^ See the Note there. Take heed 
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aiftTwhat books ye read .- for as water relifteti of the foil 
it runs thorough : fo do the foule of the Author; that a man 

Verf.28. An ungodly 'toitne (fe fcorneth judgement"] As if he were 
out of the reach of Gods rod. And becaufe judgement is not 
Ecclef.8. prefently executed, therefore his heart is fet in him to do wicked- 
Pial.jo. ’ ly, he looks upon God as an Abbcttour of his perjury. His mouth 
devoured iniquity, as fome favory morfell, But know they 
not that there will be bitternefle in the end ? Let them but mark 
what follows. 

Verf. 2$>. Judgements are prepared for/corners] For thele lcor- 
ners (that pro m ife them felves impunity) are judgements ,not one, 
but many, not appointed only, but prepared long lince,and now 
ready to be executed. 


CHAP. XX. 

Verf. 1. TVine is a mockety 0 rc^] 

F O r ( firft) it mocks the drunkard, and makes a ] oole of him : 
promising him pleafure, but paying him with the flinging of 
qucmTodoma an Adder, and biting of a Cockatrice, chap. 23. 3 2. ( See the 
non dtccpic. Note there. ) Wine is a comfortable Creature, fudg.9. 12. one 
of the chiefe lenitives of humane miferies, as Tlato cals it: but 
^ W!tnra y ‘ excefl'e of wine, 1 T>ct. 4.3. is ( as one>ell faith ) b ’andtts dmon, 
oiyophiyiai. j ff i ce venenum, fuave peccatum ; quam qui in fe habit, fe non ha • 
bet \ quant qui facit, non facit peccatum, fed totus efi peccatum. 
That is, a faire fpoken devil!, a fweet poifon, a fin which he thac 
hath in him hath not himfelfe, and which he that rn is into, runs 
not into a (ingle fin, but is wholly turned into fin. Secondly, it 
renders a man a mocker, even one of thofe fcorner;, for whom 
judgements are prepared, as Salomon had (aid in 1 he foregoing 
verfe. SeeHo/7.5. Ija. 28.1. 1 Sam 25. Abigail would noc 
tell Nabal of his danger til l he had flept out his drunk ennefle, left 
fire fhould have met with a mock, if not with’a knock. 

, Strong drink.it racing ] Ail kind of drink that will alienate 
the undemanding of a man, and make him drnnke: /Is Ale,Beere, 
Sider, Perry, Metheglin &c. Of this Tliny cries ou:, Hei, mird 
vltiorum folertia inventum efi quemadmodum aqua q. toque inebrid- 
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~ portentofiim fane pnionis genus ! quafi non ad alinm ufumna- Lib 4 i 4 . c, ult 
t ura parens humano genenfruges dedi/fe videatur . S6 witty is wick- 
ednefi'e grown now, that there is a way invented to make a man . 
drunk withwater; a monftrouskind of drink f'urely ! asifdame 
nature had bellowed corne upon tis to fuch -a bale abufe. See the 
note on chap. 23.29. Saint Paul very fitly yoketh together drun- 

hards and raylers,! Cor. 6 p. _ , , 

zAnd nhofoever is deceived thereby ts not wife] For When the 
wine is in, the wit is out. They have a practice of drinking the 
Onft as they call it : all the wit out of the head, all the rrtony one 
of the pm i'c,&iY»nd thereby affeift the title of roaring boys, by a 
woful Vrclepfis (doubtlefie) here for hereafter. 

Verf 2. The fence of a King is as the roaring of a lion. See chap, 

16 'verf^ ft is an honour for a man toceafefromftrife J To flint 
it rather then to fiir it :to be firft in promoting peace and fee-king 
reconciliation; as ^Abraham did in the controverfie with Lot, 

Memento (faid Ariflippu* to vSfchiues, with whom he had a long 
fttife} quod cunt efern natu major,prior te accejfenm. Remember Plurarchde 
faid he, that though I am the elder man yet I firft fought recon. coh.b 
ciliation. 1 (hall well remember it, laid fchtnes , and whiles I Laert. 

live 1 (Ball acknowledge thee the better man ; becaufe I 
was firft in falling out, and thou art firft in falling in 

everyfoole will bemedling] Or mingling himfelf with 
Ihife • he hath an itching to be doingwith it, to be quarrelling , Carfar com. 
bcabling lawing. Once it was counted ominous to commence 
a&ions, and follow Slits. Now nothing more onhnaiy, 
for cverv trifle, treading upon their graffe or the like. This 
is as great folly, as for every flight infirmity to take Phy- 

Verf 4. The (Inward will not plow bj reafon of the cold ] So the 

fpirituallfluggaid etcher dreams of a delicacy in the ways of God 

(which is a great vanii\,) or elfe if heaven be nor to be had 
without the hardfiiip of holincfle, Chriftmay keep hisheavento 
himfelf. The young m..n in the Gofpc went away grieved hat 
Cl-.rift required fuch tilings that he could not be w illing to yield ■ i«- *9 - 
Co IV Hebrews have a common Provcro amongft them ; He 
that onthe even ,.f the Sabbath hath not gathered what to cat, 

(hall not a: all cat on the Sabbath: Meaning thereby mat none 




rv 
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(hall reigne in heaven, that hath not wrought on ea.rc a. Man go- 
eth forth (faith the Pfalmift) to his work,and to his labour untill 
the evening, Pfal. 104.23. fo till the Sunne of his life be fet, 
he mutt be working out his falvation. This is to work the \\orkj>f 
him that Cent us, as our Saviour did. Which exprefllon of working 
arporL notes his ftrongintentionupon it, as Jer. 18. 18. to devife 
device 's , notes ftrong plotting to mifchief the Prophet. So Luke 

22.1? with a defire hive I defired, &c. yeahow am I ftraitned, 
till it be accomplifhed ?Luke 12. 50. Lo Chrift thirfted exceeding¬ 
ly after our falvation, though he knew it (hould coft aim fo dear. 

Is not this check toourdulnefle andfloth? 

Verf. 5 .Cotincel in the heArl of, a man is like deep water"] See chap . 

18 4. As the red rofe, though outwardly not fo fragrant, is in¬ 
wardly farre more cordiall then the Damask, being more thrifty 
of its fweetnefie and referving it in islelf: So it is with many 
good Chriftians, _ . 

But a man of undemanding mil draw it out J A id furely this 
is a fine skill to be able to pierce a man that is like a vefTell full of 

wine, and to fet him a running. 

Verf men will proclame every one his oWu goodneJfeJAs 
the Kings of Egypt would needs be called Evif/m 'Bountiful!,Qt 
' Benefatiors : many of the Popes Pit and Bonifacii The Turks 
will needs be ftiled the only c Mufulmans, or true T tleevers : as 
Papifts the only Catholikes. The Swenkfeldims (Srinkfeldi- 
ScVilufilnb. ans Luther called them from the ill favour of their (.pinions) in¬ 
tituled themfelves with that glorious name, Lb Cor,femurs of toe 
glory offhrift. David George that monftrous Heredck, that was 
lo farre from accounting adulteries, fornications incefts, &c. 
Hilci* Dan. for being any fins, that he did recommend them to his moll per- 
Gcorg. f c £\ fcholars, as a<fls of grace and mortification, &(. yet he was 

wonderfully confident of the abfolute truth of his tenets, and 
doubted not but that che whole world would foon fuomit to him, 
and hold with him. He wrote to Charles the Empe our, and che 
reft of the States Germany, an humble and ferious admonition 

(as he ftiled it,) written by the command of the Omnipotent 

God diligently to be obeyed, becaufe it containec. thofe things 
whereupon eternal life did depend. 

r Bm a faithful man who can find] Diaconos paucitas honorabiles 
fecit, faith Hierome. The paucity of pious Perfons makes them 
precious. Terr ado graft reperiuntur, faith Cicero. It is hard^to ^ 

____—i- 

find a thankfull man. Faithfull friends are in this age all for the ; 

moft part gone in Pilgrimage, and their return is uncertain, Paid nanV p. hm 1 
theDuke of Buckingham to Biftiop Morton, in Richard the third * * i 

'his time. |j 

Verf. 7. The juft man watketh in his integrity] Walketh con- e 

ftantly : not for a ftep or two only, when the good fit is upon r „ 
him. See the note on Gen. i 7 .1. & ambulat" ii 

His children are bleffedafter him] Perfonal goodnefle is profit- ** ’ * 

able to Pofterity : yet not ofmeric.but of freegrace, and for the 
promife fake $ which lehtts children found and felt to the fourth 
generation, though himfelf were a wicked idolater. 

Verf. 8, A King that fitteth in the Throne of judgement, &c.l V 

Kings in their own Perfons fhould fit and judge of caufes fome- : 

times : to take knowledge (at lead) what is done by their offi- ; 

cers of juftice. I have feen the King of Terfia many times to a- , -1 

light from his horfe (faith a late Traveller,) only to do juftice to - T Prca< j h * 5 

: a Poor body. He punilheththeft and man-flaughter fo feverely by iiTclt. 1 

that in an age a man Oiall hardly heare either of the one or the wig*;. jj 

other. § 

Verf. p. Who can fay I have made any heart cleane , ? J That can i: 

I, faith the proud Pharifee, and the Popilh Judiciary. Non habeo 1 

Domine, quodmihi ignofeas; I have nothing Lord for thee to par- i 

don, laid lfidore the Monk. When Sainti^///, that had been in ? 

the third heaven, complaines of his inward impurities, Rom. 7. 1 5. f 

and though he fltould have known no evill by himfelf, yecdurft | 

he not look to be thereby juftified, 1 Cor. 4.4. And holy %b 
could fay, If l ^ajh my felf with [now-water, and make my hands j 0 b 9 , c 
neverfo clean: yet God would plunge him in the ditch, fo that i i * 

his own clothes fhould abhorre him. And if thou Lord Ihouldeft 
mark iniquities, faith David, who fhould ftand before theei" Pfal. 

1303. 

Verf, 10. Diver* weights and divers meafares, &c. ] See the 
, ^ Notes on chap. 11. i.eri6.n. Now if the very weights and 
meafures are abomination , how much more the men that make 
- ufe of them ? And what fha.ll become of fuch as meafure to them- 
felves a whole fixe dayes , but curtal God’s ieventh,or mifim- 
ploy it? 

. Verf. X 1. Even a childe u known by his doings, 6^c.~\ Either for 

W the better, as we fee in young Iofeph, Samp/on, Samuel, Salomon ,, 

' , Toothy, Athanafus, Origen, &c, It is not a younv Saint, an old 
< Hh Devil i • J 
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^M^7young Saint, an oldZ^gel : Or for the^ vorfe as 
ma „ the fon of Ham (who is therefore curfed with h:s father. be- 
caufe ( probably) he had a hand in the finne,) ljmael, Efatt, 
Vaiezatha , the youngeft fon of Human , Efth, 10.9. Hebricians 
obferve , ihac in the Hebrew this youths name is wric- 
Amama. tcn wkh a itttl Z.Zain, but a great Van, to drew that though the 

youngeft, yet he was the moft malicious againft the Jewes, or ail 
the ten. Early (harp fay we, that will be thorne. 

Verft 12. The hearing eare andthe feeingeye, See. j 1 here are 
that have ears to heare and heare not ;that have eyes to fee, and 
fee not: for they are a rebellious houfe, Ezek. it, 2, Now when 
God (hall lay to fucb as, If a. 42.1?. Hear yee deaf, and look yee 
blind, that you may fee; when he (hall give them an obedient 
eare, and a Scripture-fearching eye, fenies habitually exercifed to 
difcerneboch good and evill, Heb. 5. 14. <b that 1 hey heare a 
voice behind them, faying, This is the way, &c. and they lee him 
that is invifible, as M*fes ■ then is u with them as it is written >byc 
hath notfeen , nor eare heard, &c. i. e. Natural ey e never faw, 

natural eare never heard liich things; ButGodhathrrvealtd them 
to US by hisjpirit. n 

Verf, 13. Love not fleep left thou come to <Pover;j \J Jnfle e pe 
there is no ufe either of fight or hearing, or any otherlenle. And 
as little is there of thefpirkuallienfesin the fteep oi linne, 

4. 1. It fared with the good Prophet as with adowfiePerion, 
who though awake and let to work, yet was ready to deep a; it : 
And Peter, James and John, if the fpirit hold not up their eyes, 
•may be in danger to fall afleep at their Prayers Mat 26. and fo 
fail into fpiritual Poverty. for ifPrayer ftandsftill, the whole 
trade of Godlinefife hands ftili. And a powerlelfc Prayer, pro¬ 
ceeding from a fpirit of (loth, joyned with Prdumpuon, makes 
the belt men liable to punilhment for profaning Gods name.- .0 

that he may juftlylec them fall into lomelinne, which (hail a- 

waken them wich fmartenough .See chap.19, 15. with the Note. 

Verf. 14. It it naught, it is naught, faith the buyr \ Or, Jaitn 
tbs Poffeffour ; and fo MelanUhon reads it: as taxing that corn- 
won ftulc and folly of flighting prelent mercies, but defiring and 
commending them when they are loft. Vrrttttem .ncohimem odi • 
mus,fublatamex octilis quarimus invidi. ifrael detailed the p ea 
fant land, Pfal. 106. 24. and the precious Manna, Numb. n.< 5 . < 
and Solomons gentle Government, 1 Kings 12.4, Our corrupt/ 

nature:/ 
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nature weighs not good things till we want them j as tht eye fees 
nothing that lies upon it. 

Verf. 15. There is gold and a multitude of rubies'] Quintilian 
defines an Oratour, Vir bonus,dicendiperitw, A good man, that 
can deliver himfelf in good language. Such a mafter offpeeekwzs . . f T - 

Saint c Partl , who was therefore by thofe Heathen Lyftrians called 
Mercury, becnule he was the chief Speaker, Atts 14.12. Such a- 
fore him was the Prophet lfaiah, and our Saviour Chrift. who 
fpake as never man fpake, his enemies themfelves being Iudges, 

Such after him was Chryfoftome , Baftl, Nazianzen, famous for 
their holy eloquence. So were Mr. Rogers and Mr. Bradford Mar¬ 
tyrs : in whom it was hard to fay, whether there were more force 
ofeloquence and utterance in preaching, or more holinefle of & 
life and converfation, faith Mafter Fox. Now if^r/«icould fay f o |/ l78ii 0n ‘ 
that he preferred one Zopyrtu before ten Babylons : And if when 
one defired to fee ^Alexanders treal'ures and his lewels, he bade J uftln * llb> x * 
his fervants (hew him not dqytm toWw but ri? eA»<,not his ta¬ 
lents of filver, and fuch other precious things, but his friends: 

What an invaluable Price think we doth the King of heaven fet 
upon fuch learned Scribes, as do out of the good treafure of their 
hearts, throw forth good things for the ufe of many ? ? hri ' a# Xt . 

Verf. 14. Take his garment] and fo provide for their own iti- 
dempnity. Seethe notes on chap. 6. 1,2, 3,4,5. 

And tak e a pledge of him for a ftrange woman] i. e. for a who- 
rifh woman, utcunque tibifit cogtiita, veletiam cognata. He that 
will undertake for fuch a ones debts,or run in debt to gratifie her, 
fhould be carefully lookt to, and not trufted without a fufficient 
pawn.Howcan he be faithful to me that is unfaichfull to God? . 
laid Qnftant'ms Chlorite to his Courtiers and Counfel- vj^Conflanr. 
l°rs V _ . . 

Verf. 17. Bread of deceit is fxeet to a man J Sins murthering* 
morfcls will deceive thofe that devoure them. There is a deceit- 
fulnefle in all finne. Neb. 3.13. a lie in all vanity, fer. 2.8. The 
ftollen waters of adultery are iweet, Prov.9- 17. but bicternefle 
inthe end: fuch I weet meat hath fowre fauce. Commodities craf¬ 
tily or cruelly com pafled, yield a great deale of contentTor pre¬ 
fers. But when the unconfcionable Cormorant hath fwallowed 
down fuch riches, he (hall vomit them up again; God (hall caft 
► them out of his belly, fob. 20. 15. Either by remorfe and refti- 
ftution in the mean time, or with defpair and impenitent horrour 
thereafter. Hh 2 Hit 







2 g6 A Commentavieor Exposition Chap#-2o. 

His month {hall he filled With gravell) Pane lapidofio, as Seneca 
hath it, with grit and gravel, to the torment of the teeth, that it, 
tcrrour of the eonfcience and torture of the whole man. Such a. 
bitter-fweet was Adams apple, Efans meffe, the Ifrs elites quails^ 
Jonathans honey, the Amalekites cates after the fact of Z'tkjag, 
i Sam. 30.1 6 . Adonijahs dainties, 1 Kings 1. which endedin- 
horronr ever; after the meale is ended comes the reckoning. Men 
mud not think to dine with thedevill, and then tofip with 
braham,!faac and Jacob in the Kingdome of heaven to feed up¬ 
on the poifon of afpes, and yet that the vipers tongue (hall not 
flay them, lob 20.1 6 . When the Afpe ftings a ma i,it dothfirft 
tickle him, fo as it makes him laugh, till the poifon by little and 
little gets tothe heart, and then it pains him mort then ever it 
Speed in O delighted him. So doth fin. At Alvelana in Portugal three miles 
Elifab. from Lisbon, many of our Englifh Souldiers under the Earle of 
Ejfex perifhed, by eating of honey purpofely left in the houfes, 
and fpiced with poifon, as it was thought. And how the trea¬ 
cherous Greeks deftroyed many, of the Wefterne Chriftians, 
Trench and Englifh, marching toward the Holy la id, by felling 
them meale mingled with lime, is well known out of’the Turkifh 
hiftory. 

Verf. 18 . Every purpofe is eflablifhedby cottnfeli) That thy pro* 
ceedings be not either unconfhnt or uncomfortable, deliberate 
Deliberandum long ere thou refolve on any enterpnfe. Advife with God efpeci* 
efl diu quod ally, who hath faid, Wo be to the rebellions children that take conn- 
ftatuendum f e ijnt not of me, &c. Ifa. 30.1. David had able Cauniellors a- 
ci lcatcl. bout j,j m . jj Ut t j, 0 f e he mod efteemed and made jfe of, were 
Gods teftimonies, Pfal. 11 9. 24. Thy Teftimonies alfo are my 
delight, and the men of mj counfell. Princes had learned raene- 
ver with them, called lAvii^nt Remembrancers, Adonitors,Com- 
fellors, as Themifiocles had his Anaxagoras, Alexander his A- 
rittotle, Scipio his Panatius and Polybius : of which latter Paufa- 
nias teftifieth, that he was fo great a Politician, that what he ad- 
Paufan.lib,?. v ifed never mifearried. But that’s very remarkable that Gellitu 
reports of Scipio Africans, that it was his cuftome before day to 
go into the Capitol incellam lovis , and there to fray a great while 
quaft confultans de Rep. cum love , as if he were there idvifing with 
his God concerning the Common-wealth: Whence it was that 
Cell. lib. 7. his deeds were plaraque admiranda , admirable for :he moft part,, 
faith the Authour. But we have a better example David in all / 

• Siis .< 
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hiTftreights went to ask counfell of the Lord, who anfwered 
him. Do we lb, and God will rot faile us, for he hath made i Com., jo. 
Chrift mfedome unto us, and a wonderful Counfellour. 3,9 

And With good advice maks warre) Ahab in this might have been. 

' Precedent to good Iofiah. He would not go againft Ramoth- 
■■■Jtlead till he had firft advifed with his falfe Prophets. But that o- 
rher Peerleffe Prince, though the famous Prophet leremy was 
then living, and Zephaniah, and a whole Colledge of Seers, yet 

hedothnotfo much as once fend out of doors to ask, lhall 1 go 

up againft the King of 6 ‘gypti Sometimes both grace and wit. 

are atleep in the holieft and watteft breafts. The Souldiers rule 

among the Romans was nonfeqtti , nonfugere helium .: Neither to Vegct.L1x.i7- 

file nor to follow after warre. The Chriftians Motto is, nec tc : Lucian. 

mere nec timidefibz neither temerarious nor timorous. And. thats. 

a very true faying of the Greek poet, 

,] p.cj.H'rs*.', Betdi dtJA-suV : i h vtyfitt . 

taiv sfiinuuum riv fwwow i&. - Lucian. 

Vcrf 1 0, He that goeth about as a tale-bearer) Therefore 
nuke not tehofthycounfell: For if’they can g.ve counfel.yet 
thev can keep none. Seethe note on chap. 1 <. 13. 

flatterers are neither ofthemfitCoimfellors. Thclcwill fayas 
von W beU rflr orwrong: thofe will tell abroad all that you 
£ and more foo to do you a mifehief. The good Emperour A«- 

re/itu was even ^riw^vvas dead” th Jt^hc^iad 

lefT/that would deal plainly and faithfully with 

hi Verf 20. Who 1* See the notes on Ex- 

. , ’ 7 and on Mat. > 5.4. Patents ulually give their chiU 
dt n fexer andIvouty counfel: but they, for want of grace,, 
hften rather to flatterers and whifperers, vilipending their, 
r; parents advice, and vilifying them for the fame, as Ehtt tonnes 

»/dur%r/r. Thefeate^ole^tagmgwaves^of ^hefeajoammg^out 

darkneft: forever W13. an exquifite torment,fuch are lure of 
darknelle iorever,i 6 h fuch emphatical man- 

iCK^~| M£Stheesttcmcraifcryth lS: 

* H h 5 
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likely here to raeec with, who when they ought to be a lamp to 
their parents, i King* 15. 4- (as ribner was, or jyhis name, 
(hould have been ) do feek to put out their lamp , to caftaflurre 
upon them,and to quench their coale that is left, as fhee faid. 

2 Sam. 14. 7. It may very well be that the temporal judg¬ 
ment here threatened, is, that fuch a gracelede child fhall dye 
childleffe, and thac there (hall bee NuUm cm lampada 
tradat. _ 

Verf zT. *An inheritance maybe gotten haftilj y &c-} Bywifh* 
ing and working the death of parents, or by any other evil arts 
whatl'oever. See an inftance hereof in zAchan, zA'hub, gehezi, 
Jdonijah his leaping into the throne without his Other's leave. 
Jehoahaz alfo,the yonger Con of foftah, would needs be King af¬ 
ter his father, putting by his eldeft brother fehojaki'n', but he was 
foon put down again,and put into bands by Pharaoh Necho. iKin, 

23. He pourtrayed the Ambitionift to the life, that pidluredhim 
(hatching at a crown and falling, with this Mocco , Sic mea fata 
fcquor. 

Vcrf. 22. Say not thou, I will recommence evil/J Mu:h 1 eUQ,fivear 
it, as fome milcrcan ts do: to whom, Eft vindicla bmum, & vita 
dttlcitu ipfd. In reai'on, tallying of injuries is but juftice. It is 
the firft office of juftice (faithTWty) to hurt no bo iy,unleffe firft 
provoked by injury. Whereupon La&antim , 0 qudm ftmplicim 
veramcjue fententiam ( faith he ) dnorum verb or um adjettionc cor- 
rtipit 1 O what a dainty lentence marred the Oratour by adding 
thofe two lift words 1 How much better Seneca 1 , inmane verbtm 
ij™* . eft .tilth. Revenge is a bale word, but a worfe d:ed: it being 
T -.‘ r 7c “ no leffe an offence to requite an injury, then to offer ic, as Laftau- 
hiTnc. uus hath it, That mild and milken man (as his name fpeaks him) 
was fuch an enemy to revenge, that he diffikes the waging either 
ib ' 6 ■ of law or of war with any that have wronged us.. Wherein 
though I cannot be of his minde, yeti am clearly of opinion,that 
not revenge , but right fhould be fought in both. .Neither can I 
hold it valour,but rallanede in our Kick. 1. who being told,as he .. 
fate ac fupper, chat the French King had befeigec. his cown of 
Vernoil in Normandy , protefted thac he would no: turn his back 
uncill he had confronted the French: and thereupon hecaufed the 
Walt of his palace that was before him to be broken down toward 
the fouch, and poafted to the fc&-coaft immedu.tly into Norc . ' 

mMdy - tm* 


Chap.20. upon the Pro verbs. 239 

~~~ Blit rpaitonthe LordT\ Who claimes Vengeance as his, TEeat. 

' Rom. 12.19. (Sec theNotes there) and willftnkemfor 
the patient, as he did Nnm. 12.2, While Cfttofes is dumb, god 
r D eaks • deafe, Go^heares and flirres. Make GWyourChancel- 
lour in cafe no law will relieve, and you fhall do your.ielves no 
differvicc. If compelled to go a mile, rather then revenge, goe 
two- vea, as far as the fhooes of the preparation of the Golpel of 
peace will carry you, and God will bring you back with cverJaft- 
ing joy,(A-35 • 1 o.This is the way to be even with him thac wrongs 

you, nay to be above him. . , 

Verf 23. Divers heights are an abomination J In righting and 
revenging themfelves men are apt to weigh things in an uneven 
ballance, to be over-partiall in their own cauie, and to judge 
that an hainous offence in another that is fcarce blame-worthy in 
themfelves. It is beft therefore to lay dpwn all injuries at Gods 
feet who will be fureto give a juft recornpence to every tranf- 
greffion, Heb.2.2 and will eli'e.turn his wrath from our enemies 
to us,for our diverfe weights and falfe balances. See the Note on 
ver. 10. of this Chap. 

Verf, 24. Mans goings are of the Lordf\ See the Notes on Ch. 

161 9 brought Paul to Rome by a way that;he little drearnd 
of,' Min once travelling loft his way, and fetching a compaffe 
came fife to the place he intended: whereas had he kept the Aug-mEnch, 
right way, he had been caught by an armed bandofthefl»»a-nd-.jL.n- 
rilthatlay in wait forhim. The ftepsof a goodmanareor- l 
dcred by the Lord, rfal. 37.23- and he finds himfelffometimes 
eroded with a bkfiihg ; As when Ifabtl Q^of England was to 
repaffefrom Zelani into this Kingdome with an army, in favour 
ofher fonagainft her husband, fire had utterly been call away, 
had (be come to the port intended .being there rapefted by her 
enemies: buc providence [againftherw.il) brought her to ano¬ 
ther place where (he fafely landed. Good therefore and wur- 
•, thy of all acceptation is the Wile-mans counfell, In *11 thy n«;«■ 

■/JkfcMgc gov, Mdh'fialt dir'tl,hi path, rrov.3.6. See 

the Note there. , 

Verf. n /r is a fnarc to a man who devonretb &c. J He aorn as 
fifti that I wallow es the hook, as the Eagle chat ft ole the fk(h from 
the altar with a coale [ticking to it, thw let the whole neft on fire 
\ .&c. What a fad end befell Gardinall Wolfcy } whileft he. ioughc Aft. &-Mon.. 
/ ^Inore to pleal'e the King then God, as himfelf faid.? and what 
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a revenging hand of God purfued his five cheif Agents that were 
moft inftrumentall for him in that facrilegiousemerprife? One 
of them killed his fellow in a duell, and was hangc.forit* A third 
drowned himfelf in a well. A fourth fell from a great eftatc to 
extreamebeggery. Dr. zAfllen (the laftand cheifcft of them) 
being Arch-bilhop of Dublin, was cruelly (lain hy his enemies. 
Scalt. Anna!. KJ tituvn his & fimilibus exempli* edotti difeant famines resfemel 
tom. z-pap, Deo confecratas timide attreftare ! faith Scultettu who relates this 
?3 z * - ftory, I would men would take heed by thefc and the like exam¬ 

ples how they meddle with things once confecrat :d to God. If 
Divine juftice fo feverely puniihed thofe chat converted Church- 
goods, (thoughnot fo well adminiftred) to better ufes doubt- 
lelTe, becaufe they did it out of felfilh and finfull principles and 
intentions•• what (hall become of fuch as take ell occafionsto 
rob God , that chey may enrich themfelves ? Spohantur parochk 
Lath. InGe- & SchoUnonaliter ac[i famenecare nos velint,faith Luther, Pari- 
nef. 47* flies and Schooles arc polled and robbed of their maintenance,as 
if they meant to ftarve us all. 

And after vowes to make inquiry} viz. How h; may devour 
that tid bit without kecking , and not find it hard-meat on his 
confcience. But a man may eafily eat that on earth, that he (hall 
, r , have time enough to digeft in hell. The fcarofth s made Queen 
fo^8z6 hr ° n * -Mary reftore again all Ecclefiaftical livingsafl’umed to the Crown, 
faying that (lie fee more by the falvation of her ownfoule,then 
{he did by ten Kingdomes. And upon the like motive King 
Lewis of France ( about theyear 1152O call th; Popes Bulls 
*Ib id,4p6. (whereby he required the fruits of vacancycs o : all Cathedrail 

Churches of France ) into the fire, faying, he lad rather the 
Popes Bulls fhouldroft in the fire, then his own loule (hould 
fry in hell. 

Verf 2 6, A wife King featteretb the wicked} D reins the coun¬ 
trey of them by his juft feverity,yet with due difcrc don as appears 
by the latter words, andbringeth thewheele over rww?, compared ^ 
with//*.28.27,28. The Turks juftice will rather cut off two in ; ' 
Blunts voy.ige. noccnt men , then let one offendour e(cape- The Fenetiam pu- ■' 
z^v .c« in death whofoever fhal mifemploy a penny of the publike 

obfcrv* polic. 'ftock to his own private profit. ‘ Durcfcite, durcfcite, o infalix 

Lantgmvlc, faid the poor fmith to the Lantgravetf Thuring, that , 
wasmoremild then was for his peoplesgood. The fword.of/ 
Jufticc-muft, Iconfefie, be fourbiftied with the oylcofmercyC v 

buy> 
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but yet there are cafes wherein feverity ought to caft the 
feale. ; 

Veri. 27. The fpirit of a man is the candle of the Lord} Some 
read it,The breath of a man, that is, his life is the candle of the Lord, 
and fenfe it thus; Look how men deal by their lights or lamps, 
fo doth God by our lives. Some we put out as foon as lighted.- 
others we let alone till half wafted, and others again till wax and 
week and all be confnmed. So fome dyeyonger, fome older, 
as God pleafeth. But the word Nejbamah here ufed as it holds 
affinity with the Hebrew Shamajim Heaven, fo it doth with the 
Ladne word Mens the Minde or teafonable Soule, which indeed 
is that light that is in us by an excellency, Mat . 6.23. that fpirit 
of a man that knowes the things of a man, x Cor. 2 . 11. that 
candle that is in mans belly or body, as in a lanthorn, making the 
leaft mote perfpicuous. This is true by a fpecialty of that divine i 

faculty of the foul, Confcience, which is frequently called the 
Spirit of a man , as being planted of Godwin all and every part of 
the realonable Soul ; where Che produceth occafionally feverall 
operations, being the fouls Ichool-mafter, Monitouranddo- 
meftical Preacher; Gods fpye, and mans over-leer; the princi¬ 
pal commander and cheif controuler of all his doings and de¬ 
fire?. 

Confcia mens ut caique fua eff , it a concipit in tra O vid. 

PeElora pro fatto Jpemque mctumque fuo. 

Purely it is a moft celeftial gift (faith one.) It is fo of God and nifdld on 
in man , that it is a kind of middle thing betwixt God and man,- 1 P tca - 
lefll-then God, and yee above man. It may be called ourGod r 

(faithanother) in the i'enfc that Mofes was Pharaohs: having wuet-otv-omc 
power to controule and avenge our diiobediences, with greater 
plagues then ever Adofes brought on Egypt* Therefore that 

was no evil counfei of the Poet-• imprimis r ever ere teipfum. 

. . nuion« 

And 

Tnrpe quid aufurus , te,fir.e tefie, time . 

Veri!:?. Mercy and truthpreferve the King} Tbt'ie are the 
be ft guard of his body, 'andiupporters of his throne. MildnefTe 
and rightcoulhefle, lenity and fidelity do more lafe-guard a Prince 
then munitions of rocks, orany war-like preparations: amidft 
which Henry the fourth of /Vrim-perithed , when Q ^Elizabeth 
of England Jived and dyed with glory. That French King being 
periwaded by the Duke 0 fStttiy not to readmit the Jefuits , an- 
I i fwete d. 
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*, the»~fecttrity forlny life. But he wasfliortly 
after ftabbed to death by their irrigation: when our C^ueen, that 
ftuck faft to her principles,was not more loved other friends then 
feared of her foes, being protected by God beyond expectation. 
Our King Job, thought to ftrengthen himfelf by gathering mony, 
the finews of war: but mean-while he loft his people, affections, 
thole joynts of peace, and came after endleffe curm-nles to an 
unhappy end. So did our late Soveraigne of blseding-rae- 

Verf 20 The «lory of young men is their ft rtngtfj] fc. If well 
ufed.in followingtheir callings,and fighting for their countries, 
as thofe young men of the Princes of the Provinces dd, iKtng 
10. 20. and not in quarrelling and dwelling, asthofe 5 onglters of 
.Sam. i. Helketh-ka^urm who tathed their iwords in tboridlowe. 

And the beauty of old men is their gray-head] That lilver crown 
of hoary haires (faith one) which thefingerof God loth letup- 
on their heads, makes them venerable in all places wherethey 
come: lo that they carry an authority or majefty wit a them, as it 
were. See the Note on chap. 16. 31. • 

Vcrf. 30. The blewnetfe of the wound cleanfethj Some mult be 
beaten black and blew, ere they will be better: neither is wit any 
thing worth with them till they have paid well for it. The Jews 
were ever belt when in worft condition. The Athenians , nonniji 
atrati, would never mend till they were in mourning. And 
Anglic a gens eft optima fiens> & gefftma ride ; >s, 

Asagreat Statefman faid of this Nation, hhyfician:; commonly 
cure a lethargy by a fever. Chirurgions let their Pi.tiems blood 
fometimes/imw ad delirium amm&> The fcorpion teals his own 
wounds: and the viper beaten and applyed cures hu own biting. 
Surely as the Icourging of the garment with a flick, beats out the 
mothes and the dull: i'o do corrections corruptions from the 
heart y And as launcing lets out filth , fo doth affliction. 
Sonne,. 


CH AIY 



Vcrf. 1. The Kings heart is in the hand of the Lord ] 

B EE Kings never lb abfolute, and unaccountable to any, yet 
are they ruled and over-ruled by Him that 15then ^ 

hisheft eJlef. 5.8. Gods heart is not in the Kings hand, asthat 

foolifti Prince in.4?e5£»fb pretends, when at his Coronation^he 
fwears that it (hall not raineunfeafonably, neither (hall therebe 
Se orpeftilence during his nigne in his dominions: bat the 
i^s heart that is, his will, defies,, devices, relations are 
Gods to dil'pole of; he turneth them this way or that way, with 
as much eale as the plow-man doth the watercourie with his 
paddle or the gardineE with his hand.Thushe turned the heart 
rharao’h to fofepb, of Saul to David, or Nebuchadnezzar to]- 
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them, bar .lib ‘ 784 ' ' 
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comes and fearches us, and then things appeare ctherwife. 
Luke 1 6 . I $. 

Verf. 3. Is more acceptable to the LorQui non vtilt ex rapina 
hohcau'fium, as Heachens could fee and lay, by the light ofnature. 
The lew thought to expiate their mifcairiages coward men, and 
to fet off with God by their ceremonyes and iaerificcs, I/a. i. 

Mic.6. Some Heathens alfo (as that Roman E mperour) 
could fay , Non fie Deos coluimtu ut tile nos vinceret , W( have no: 
been at fo much charg with the gods, that they fhould give us up 
into thecnemyes hands. f>ut the Scripture gavethe Jews to un- 
derftand, that to obey was better then facrifice, that G od would 
have mercy and not facrifice, and that for a man to lo /e Goda- 
bove all,and his neighbour as himjfelf,is more then all whole burnt 
offerings and (icnfices,Mar.i 2.33. The Heathens alfo w ere toldas 
much by their Sages, as Plato in his book in fluffed 'mei 
where Socrates reprehending the gilt-horned buls of the Cjrec'ums , 
and the fumptuous facrificesofthe Trojans y at length inferres 
xtfu dvJbvo* if &c. It were a greivous thing it the gods (hould 
more refpedl men’s offerings and facrifices then the hclineffe of 
their hearts, and the righteoufneffe of their lives, & c . Arifiotle in 
his Rhetoricks, Ovv.unsi Wt 0 e 2 v%u$nv 7anJk<au.vatf, &c. faith he: 
It is not likely that God takes pleafure in the coftliniffe of fa¬ 
crifices, but rather in the good conversion of the lacrift- 
ccrs. 

Verf. 4. *s 4 n high look, <wd proud heart 3 See the Note on 
T?rov. 6 . 17. 

And the plowing of the wicked is jin’] As they plot and plow 
mifeheif (being the devils hindes and drudgesJ fo all their atffi- 
onsnatural, civil, moral, fpiritual, are turned into fin ; whether 
they plow or play, or pray, or eat, or fleep, to the imp jre and un¬ 
believing all.things are impure. Tit. 1.25. Their preud orbig- 
fVvolne heart is full of filthy corrupt matter, that woozeth out frill, 
and offendeth the eyes of Gods glory.Every thing they do is as an 
evil vapour rcaking from that loathfome dunghilj worfethen. 
thofe that came up from the five cities of the plain, F ride is like 
copres which will turn wineor milk into ink ; or leaven which, 
turnes a very pafftover into pollution, or as the Sanies of 
a plague-fore, which will tender the richeft roe infe&i- 
ous, 

Verfi.5, The thoughts of the diligent tend only &c,J The, 
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word rendered ^;/;£<?»f,fignifies one that is fedulous and follicitous 
in his bufinefie, that weighes circumftances, and waits opportuni- Qui resomn«s 
ties: that fits down firfl: and counts his cofts. Luke 12. 28. that faasordinefa- 
confiders ferioufly, and then executes fpeedily : fuch an one was . cT-' 

Abrahams iervant, Gen. 24. Jofeph , r Boaz, i Daniel. And how j us limirata? & 
fhould fuch a man chufe but thrive ? See the Note on Chapter vcJut judicio 
10 4. A fufficiency he is fure of, though not of a fuper- deaf*aftioncs 

_ ! “ 7 " omnes.Mcrccr. 

flinty. 

But of every one that is hafiy~] And head-lqngj. that refolding 
to be rich, grafpeth greedily all he can come at.; accounting all 
good fiflh that comes to hand*, and not {ticking at any injuftice or 
cruelty that may make for his advantage. The begger will catch 
this man ere long .• the ufurer will get him into his clutches, and. 
leave him never a feather to flye with. Thesis a curfe upon fuch 
precipitate pradtifes, though men be never fo induftrious , as in 
fehoiachim , Jer.tti. and Saul. iSam.i^. Thofe that making 
more hafte then good fpeed to be rich, reach at things too high 
forthem (which David would not do Tfal. 13 1.1.) may be like¬ 
ned to the T anther, which loves the dung of man fo much, as if 
it be hangd a height from it, it will skip and leap up, and 
never leave till it have burftitfelfinpeeccstogetit. 

Verf. 6. The getting of treafures by a lying to»gne~\ As do Se¬ 
ducers, Sycophants, Flatterers, corrupt-judges (that fay with 
fham e give ye') mercenary pleaders (that fell both their tongues 
and filence, and help their clients caufes as the wolfe did the fheep 
of his cough, by fucking his blood ) witnetfes of the poft (thac 
can lend an oath as Jezabels hired rake-hels did, and will not 
flick to fwcar (ifehey may be well paid for it) that their friend 
or foe was at Rome and at Interamna both at once) falfe chap¬ 
men, that fay the beft of tbeir worft commodities, and cheat the 

unwary buyer. Thefe and the like, though for a while they may 
thrive and ruffle, yet in the end they profper not,but periffi with: 
their wealth, as the toad doth with his mouth full of earth. God 
Clowes upon their curfed hoards of evil-gotten goods, frittering 
them as chafte before the wind : Deftru&ion llfo dogs them at 
the heeles, both temporal and eternal. This they are (aid to feek, 
fc. eventually, though not intentionally; they feek it,becaufrthey 
( not only walk in the way to it, but run and flye with pofl-hafte., 

'. a&'if they were afraid that they fhould come too late, or that hell, 
flaould be full before they gat thither. Thus Balaams Affe never 
* carryes 
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carryes him fail enough after the Stages of n'ickedmfrf. Set but a 
wedge of gold before Achan: and fofttah,t hat conic flop the Sim 
in his courle, cannot (lay him from fingering of it. fttd.it in fel¬ 
ling his Mafter, what he does, does quickly. But with what iflfue? 
what got Balaam but a fword in his ribbes? Achan , nut the ftones 
about his eares? fudas, but the halter about his neck? befides a 
worfe thing in another world. Thus many a wretched worldling 

fpins a faire threed to ftrangle himfelfboth temporally andeter- 
nally: by co'vecoufneffe they not only kill others, Prov, 1.19, 
but defperatefy drown themfelves in perdition and deftruftion, 

1 Tint 6 .9. Huge ergo , divot , ejttfmodi exitum ( as S'. Ambrofe 
concludes the ftory of Ahabs and lezabels fearful erd) fed fttgits 
ejttfmodi exitum ft ftiger it hujttfmodi flagitittm. Fly , O rich miler, 
fuch an end. Suchktn end you fhall avoid.if you car .'fully fly from 
fuch iinfulcourfes.' „ . 

Verf. 7. The robbery of the Wicked frail defray them} Hebr. 
Shall faVo them, that is, fhall bring upon them cXcmifitc and ex¬ 
treme torments, fuch as the Prophet Ef*y a«v, nofe Martyrs, 
Heb. 11.17- were put unto unjuftly; inch as Aga j fuftered jolt- 
ly, and thofe barbarous Ammorites, zSam.n. 51 Some render 
it diffecabit cos fhall cut them in twaine, as that evil tervant, Luke 
12.4 6. and thofe-blafphemers of ‘Daniel's God, Ban 3.29. Others 
render it ,frail abide upon them, or dwell with them. Their ill-got¬ 
ten goods vanifh, but their punifhmcnt remaines: Their ftollcn 
venifon is foon eaten up, but the (lion is not yet paid, there’s a fid 
reckoning behind : God will rake out of their bellyes thole ui 
bits, thofe murthering morfels. Befides that, fot their la ft difh, 
is ferved np aftonifbment and fearful expectation of juft revenge. 
The Hebrew word heretranflated^/SVoy, fignifie: alfo to terrific 
atrdfcxre: TheyThall be a Magor-miffabib to themfelves as Pa- 
fljtrrw as, Icr. 20. 3,4. tunning from chamber toevamber to hide 
cr . from the hand oijuftice (as chat notable theef Bulas in the day« 
oiScverus the Emperour) but they fhall not efcape,their tin wills* 
find them ont: God will poure upon them and not fpare; whether 
they be private theeves.or thofe pnblikp robbers,c]>ti in auro & par- 
purd vifttntur (as Cdto once faid) that are clad wi:h purple, and 
I- have gold chaines about their necks* corrupt Judg:s, whojudge 
for reward , and take away the righteoufnefTe ( f the righteous^ 
from him. Such were Empfm and Dudley in their generation . 
Such was J udge Belknap in Richard the feconds dayes • who be-^ 
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insaboutto fubferibe the A rticles againft proceedings of Pariia- 
ment faid there wanted but a hurdle, a horfe,anda halter to carry Speed. 747. 
L where he might fu&r for affeutng to them. And that of 
hefe publike theeves Solomon chiefly fpeaks here, we may well 
think by the following dauic (hewing the caufc of thar 
fore and ftiarp punifhment, becaufe they refufe to do judge- 

^ Verf 8. The way of man isfroward and ft range} And therefore 
Orange becaufe froward, various and voluble: to that you know 
not w here to have him, he is fo uncor.Uant, nor what to make 
of him, heis fo uncertain, and unfetled ; double-minded, lam. 1. 

8, double-tongued, iTim. 3. 8. verfutuliu& verfa tills,. 
f)ui tantiim conftanS in levitate fua. 

Folieta Galea^o reports of Sfor da Duke of MilUin, that he 
was a very monfter,made up and compact ofVertueandV.ee. 

Such of old were Alcibiades, and Likewiie Mian the Apoftate : of 
VlhomMarcellintts faith,that by his vicious errours obnubilubatglo¬ 
ria multiplies curftus, he ftained his many pratfeworthy parts and 
nraftices. Galba and our Richard 3. are faid to have been good 
men, bad Princes. And of King Henry 8. faith M . Camden, Fue- 
runt qttidem in eo rege magntvirtutes, nee minor* vat*, confujo 
ouodJm temperamento mixta , that is, there was a ft range 
mixture of great Vercues and no leffe Vices found m this 

^But as for the pure, hisworkjt right'] For why ? He works by 
rule-, and therefore all his aftions art umfonnei He is alio one 
and the fame in all eftates of life , as gold is purged in the fire, 

(bines in the water. Did 1 ttfe lightncjfe ? (laith S c . Paul) or u ^Cor, 1.17.18; 
there with me. Tea, Tea, and Nay , Nay ? No But as Godts true 
fo our word toward you was not YeaandNay. I did not fay and un 

fay, do and undoe, &c. , . , r tu- 

Verf.9. It is better to dwell in acorner of the houfe top] 1 heir 
fioufe-tops were made flat by order of the Law The feme »s then:. 

A man had better abide abroad ,fttb ^expofed to wind and wea¬ 
ther vea to croud into a cornet andtoliivem a little-earthen, 
to cohabit in a convenient houfe with a contentious woman, that 
is ever brawling and Wangling , that turnes conjug.um into eon, 
jurgittm by inferring the dogs letter ( r) and leading her. hub 
band a dogs life. Such a one was ZilU, Dem»uah,Jra»ttppelite Brufon.4*. 7, 
H Wife of Phoroneus the Law-giverwho upou his death-bed tdd cap, **, 
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bis brother, He hid been a happy man if he hac never married. 
Arlft. in Rher. Ariftotle affirmes, that he that hath mifcarried in ;i wife,hach loft 
more then half thehappineffe of his life, Ropa R,thins Celer, and 
AlbumsTer tins vvereneld happy among the Romans', becaule the 
former had lived with a wife 43.yeares, and 8. months, the latter 
25. yeires five querela without quarrelling or contending. And 
this they gave order Ihould be engraven upon their grave-ftones, 
See the Note on Prov.'>9.\ 3 » 

Verf.10. The fotile of the wicked defreth evill~] Sinful fdf-Iove 
(the choak-weed of ail true love) prompteth the wicked man 
to envy the good, and wifh theevill of all but h.mfeife. Hard¬ 
hearted he is and inhumane, unlefle it be inaqualmeofkindneffe, 
(as Saulxo David, the ^Egyptians to the Ifraeliccs ) ormeerly in 
Elif. diflimulation, as JohnOneale father to the Earle of Tyrone that 
Rebell 159S inferibed himfelf in all places, lamgreit John Oneale 
friend to the fflueenof Eng land, and foe to all the world. Qatev 
HtxyZicctAix&Ta'sr’jfi, faid one wicked Emperour; Eps A<^>Vt( 9- 
DIo laid another, driving to out-vie him. When I dy - let the world 

be confounded. Nay, whileft I live let it be lb, faid the other 
Monfler. 

His neighbour finds no favour in his eyes J Whether he fink or 
fwim, it is no part of hiscare. What cares that churle Nabal 
though worthy David dye at his doore, fo long as himfelf fits 
warme within, feeding on the far, and drinking of the fvveet 
The Priefts and the Levices favv the wounded man that lay half¬ 
dead and lent him no help: It was well they fell not upon him 
and difpacchc him, as dogs fall upon a man that is down; or as 
when a Deere is fhot,the reft of the Herd pulh h m out of their 
company. Such cruel beafts D^Dcomplaines of, Ffat, 69.26. 
And fuch fierce falvages St. frf«/fortels lliallbe in thefe laftand 
vvorftdayes. Hard heartsfhall make hard times, 2 Tm.$. 3. 

Vcrf.it. when the /corner is pmifljcd i Q‘c.‘} Set: the Note on 
Prov 19. 25. 

And when the wife is infiruEled~_ J Or, when he accurately conf-" 
ders the wfe, and oblerves both their integrity and their profpe- 
rity by God's bleffing thereupon (for the word irr pores both) he 
refolves to play the wife-man. 

Verf.i 2. The righteous wan wifely confidereih &c . JHc forefeeth 
its fearefuil fall, and is not offended at their prefe.it profpericy : 
For God, he knows, will fhortly overturne ic. This confidera* 
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tion cures him of the fret, as it didT >avid. Pfal.3 7. It doth al- 
fo inftrutft him in many points of heavenly wifdome, as ic did 
the Church, Sjay. 26.11. 1CV.10.11. The deftruftion of others 
ihould be aninftru&ionto us, that we may wafin our feet in the 
blond of the wicked. Pfil.^1.6. 

Verl. 13. whofofioppethhiseareatthecry,&c.~] This was ful¬ 
filled in Pharaoh , Hainan, the rich glutton, Hatto Archbifhop of 
Mentz, Matsricius the Emperour, and many others who might 
have better provided for their own comfort in fteknefle, and 0- 
ther exigences, had they been more pittiful to poore people. 

Whereas now, when they fhall lye tolling and tumbling upon 
their fick beds roaring as buls, and tabring upon their brefis , e H. jq a j, 2 7 
God will not heare rhem.-Men will fay,;V is good enough for them : 
all hearts, by a divine hand, will be ftrangely fet off from the 
mercildTe, asic befel Sejant#, 

Verfi 14. A gift in fecret paeifieth anger J That is, /ay fome, 
almes rightly performed, as Adat, 6 .i. paeifieth Godsdifpleafure, 

(confer‘Dan.q.iy.) And the Jews at this day write this fentence Buxtorf. 
of Salomon (in an abbreviature) upon their almes-box. Thisfenfe Synagjud. 
fiats well with thever/e afore-going. But I conceive the Wife- 
mans drift here is to ihe w how prevalent gifts are (if clofdjr con- 
vcyed.efpecially (which takes away the fhame of open receiving) 
and whac a path they jrave to an amicable reconciliation. Thus 
Jacob pacified Efau, Abiga>I c David , Hezefiah the AJfyrian that 
cameupagainfthim, 2 Xwgr 38.24,25. Howbeic this doth not 
alwaies do the deed. Our Chronicler tels us, that the Lady Ae 
Brufe had by her virulent and rayling tongue more exalperated 
the fury of King John (whom (he reviled as a Tyrant, and a mur- 
thererof her husband) then could be pacified by her ftrange 
prefent ( viz,, fonre hundred Kine and one Bull all milk-white,ex- speed y- 2 . 
cept only theeares which were red ) fent unto the Queen. See 
the Note on chap.ij.S. 

Verl.’15. It is joy to the juft todo judgement J They love it 
dearely, and therefore cannot but rejoice in it exceedingly. I 
rejoyceat thy word as one that findeth great fpoile, Pfa.u9.162, 
wherein the pleafure is uiiially as much as the profit. Befides,- as 
every flower hath it's lweet favour: (o every good duty carries 
meat in the mouth, comfort in the performance. Hence the Saints 
alacrity inGodsiervice, fo far as t hey are fpiritual. 1 delight 
the Law of <fod after the inward man , faith Saint Vault who 
Kk yet 
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yet but a Httlc before complained of a clog. 

But deflruttion fall be to the workers of iniquity ] Wicked men 
are oreat workmen ; they put theml'dves to no imall pains in 
catenno for the flefh to fulfil the lulls thereof, yea and this they 
do with fingular delight (as the oppofition implyes) they weary 
themlelves to commit iniquity, Jcr. 9. 5. and yet they give not o- 
ver, but lie grinding day and night in the mill of lc me or other 
bafe luft Now what can come of this better then utter deftru- 
dion: whichindeed is the juft hire ofthe leaftfin, and wi l 
befal the workers of iniquity, as fure as the coat is on their back, 
or the heart in their body ? 

Verf 16. The man that wandreth out of the wayfLtt him wan¬ 
der while he will,that deviateth from the truth according to god- 
lineffe, he cannot poflibly wander fo farreasto mine of hell. 
God hath fworn in his wrath that no fuch vagrants fhall enter 
into his reft. pfal. 9 5. Nay, this fall they have of ny hand, they 
Proves. 18. fljall lie down in JorroW, they fhall reft with Rephaims : if at leaft 

Sce me N they can reft in that reftlefle refting-place of hell-fire, in that 
Congregation-houfe of gehepnal-giants; where is punifhment 
without pity,mifery without mercy, forrow without fuccour, cry¬ 
ing yvithou^ comfort, mifehief without meafnre, to rments with¬ 
out end, and paft imagination. 

Verf. 17. He that loveth pleafure, c re.) Luxury is attended by 
beggery. Pleafure may be had,but not loved. Ifaac loved venifon 
(a little better haply then he fhould;) Efatt loved hunting, hence 
he grew profane, and though not a beggar, yet wotfe. The Pro- 
Scneca. digal in the Gofpel (pent his fubftance with riotous living, Luke 
16. 13. So did Apicius the Romane, who hearing that there 
were feven hundred Crowns only remaining of a vs ft eftate that 
Valcr. his father had left him,feared want,and hanged hmidf.M.Livittt 

another Wafte-good, boafted when he died, that ho had left no¬ 
thing for hisheire, prater coelum & cocnummotc 1 hen aire and 
.f mire. Roger cAfcham fchooimafter to Queen Elizabeth, and 
Camd. F-lifib. her Secretary for theLatine tongue, being too muo addi&ed to 
dicing and cockfighting, lived and died a poore mar.. 

Verf. 18. The wicked fall be a ranfome J Heb. Cipher, a cover, 
or an expiation ; as Achan was for lfrael: and as thole condem¬ 
ned perfons among the Heathens, that in time of Peftilence or 
Budxus. contagious infe&ion, were offered up by way of pu olike expiati¬ 
on, with thefe words, rfkt'dvya. »u£v yit* 'Be thou a reconciliation 
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for w. To this cuftome Saint Paul feemsto allude, 1 Cor. 4,13. 
Thus when Sauls Tonnes \vatfhanged,Gods wrath wasappeafed, 

1 Sam.il. and when guilty lonah was call into the fea, all was 
calme. Thus God gave Egypt for Ifraels ranfome: yea Seba 
and Ethiopia, Ifa. 43. 3. And although he may feem fometimes 
to fell his People for nought, and not to increafe his wealth by 
their price, Tfal. 44.12 yet when it comes to a critical point, 

I will <rive men for thee , and People for thy price , Ifa. 43 * 4 1 See 
Prow* 1. 8. with the note there. 

Verf. 19. It is better to dwelli-t the wildernefef\ Among rave* 
nous beaftsand venemous ferpents in greateft danger, and want 
of all neceflary accommodation. This is i'o much worfe then the 
houfetop, as an angry and .vexatious woman, (which like a mad 
dog bites all about her, and makes them as mad as her fclfe) 
is worle then her that is not fo much angry as unquiet, brawling 
(as dogs bark fometimes in the night,) of cuftome or fancy, and 
rot provoked by any. Sec Supra verf. 9. 

Verf. 20. There is a treafure to be dejired~\ He had faid before, 
he that loveth wine and oyle fhall not be rich. Here he (hews 
that though thefe things may not be loved or iavilhed, yet they 
may and muftbe had and heaped up in away of good husbandry 
for necefiity, yea for honeft affluence; that we may not only 
live,but live comfortaby; that we may not only have Pri- 
foners pittance, fo much as will keep us alive, but that we 
may have plenty of things definable, both for profit as treafurcs, 
and for delight as oyle. And thefe things mud not be foolifhl y 
wafted, (as°they are ufually by unthrifts,) left .that make 
the wife that wants,angry and unquiet, as in the former verfe. 

Verf. 21. He that followed) after righteortfnejfc} Though (for 
fuch a meafure of it as he defires) he cannot overtake or compafle 
it.If he be but doing at it,pfacial precept a,etiamfi non perficiat,irhe 
think upon Gods Commandcmcnts to do them, Pfal. 103. 18. 
If though he cannot doe open the door, yet he is lifting at the 
latch, he fhal! be accepted, yea rewarded. He that follows after 
rhrhteonfnc(fc and mercy , as an Apprentice follows his trade, 
thbiioh he be not his Craftfmafter, (hall jWj find righteoufneffe , 
vvichlife and honour to boot, And is not that a good 
a treafure to bedejired? 

Verf. 2;. A Wife man fealeth the city ofthe mighty ^ Wifedom 
is that 70 viyyjw tv, that is profitable for all things; ; otnngul&r 
K k 2 a™ 
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and foveraign ufe, as in domeftick and politick, fo in mili;ary af¬ 
fairs and bufincfles. Here Prudence is made out to bo better then 
Puiflance, and one wife man to be too hard for many mighty, 
though got into the ftrongeft Gartifons. In warre wifedome is 
better then ftrength, faith Solomon more then once, Ecclef. 9,16. 
and chap. 7.1 9 - How did Archimedes hold out Sjr,cufe againft 
the Romane General by his Angular skill and indultrr ? And how 
manyftrong cities have been fcaled and furprized by warlike 
wile and ftrutagemsr 1 as ‘Babylon by Cj rHi fidft, and afterwards by 
1 opyrtts ; feritjalem by Pom fey taking the opportunity of the fe- 
venth day Sabbath, wherein he knew the fupeifcitious Jews 
would not ftir to defend therafelves.-and many others that might 
out of hiftories be inftanced. 

Verf. 23. Who fo keepeih his mouth and his tongue~_ Ashe that 
keepeth his doors faft lockc, preferveth himfelf from danger : 
fee the Note on chap. 13. 3. The large and loofe ufe of 
the tongue brings a man oft to divers ftrait.; and mife- 


ries. 

Verf. 24. c Prondand haughty [corner is his name"] An ill name 
he gets him, and lies under the common reproacnofa proud 
peevifli Perfon. He reeks renown by his rage and rev 2nge, as La• 
mech that vaunted of his valour this way to his wives; Alexan¬ 
der Theratts, who confecrated the javelin wherewith he had (lain 
Polyphron : Callus the Lawyer, that gloried to beheld the moft 
froward and frample Romane alive,&c. But God loadeth fuch a 
man with difgrace.as here, & gives him his duecharader.Menaho 
will hate him and defpifehim fora fon of 'Belial , a:; Nabal's fer- 
vants faid of him ; for a mad frantick fellow, beirg once enra¬ 
ged, cares not what he fays as lonas ; what he does a:; Saul, who 
dealing in proud wrath, was fo kindled by the devil 1, that he 
could not be qucncht till he fell into the unquenchab ie lake; Be- 
fides the infamy that will never be wafhed off, the brand of re¬ 
proach like that of Tdathan and Abiram , who rof? up in proud 
wrath againft Mofes and ftAaron^ and are therefore worthily * jf 
ftigmatized with a This is that Dathan. Numb. 2 6. 9. like that 
other, This is that King tAhaz. 2 Chron. 28, 22. and as 
we commonly fay of luch an one that he is a proud 
foole. 

Yfjrf. 25:., The define ofthe flothful killeth himj He 3nly vvifheth 
well to himfelf: but refufing to labour pinech av/ay in his ini- 

quity 


26.39. Neither grace nor wealth is had with wilhing; BpiS- 77 - 
Some have a kind of willing- 
neffe and velleity, a kind of wambling after the beft things, 
butit doth not boi'e up to the full height of refoiutionforGod. 

Virtutcm exoptant, contabefcuntque reltcl<i k Kr1, 

Carnal men care not to feck after him whom yet they would fain 

find, faith Bernard, cupientes con/ecjuijednon & feque have heaven 

rhev would,but ftick at the hard conditions: like faint chapmen 

they bid money for heaven, but are loth to come up to the full 

price of it. Balaam wifht well to neaven : fodidtheyoungPha- 

rifee in the Gofpel, that came to Chrift haftily but went away 

heavily. Herod of a long time defined to fee Chrift but never 

ffirred out of doors to fee him. Pilate ask’c Chrift, vhat ,s truth > 

but never flayed his anfwer.The fluggard puts out his arm to rife,. 

but puls it in again: he turns upon his bed as the door doth upon 

the hinges, which yet comes not off for all the turnings, 

but hanos ftill : and this is his utter undoing. Men 

muft not^hink that good things, (whether fpintual or temporal) 

will drop out of the cloudsto them, as towns were find to come ^ mu]i . fius 

into Timothetu his toyle while he flept. Now perform the doing dormientem 

of it faith Saint Paul to thofe lazy Corinthians, 2 Cor. 8.12. pinxeranu 

A thirfty man will not only long for drink, belabour after i t . Plut.mSylla. 
A covetous man will not only with for wealth, but ftriye to com. 
paffe it. Yet not every covetous man, I confefle: For in the next 
verfe it is faid of the fluggard*’, 

' verf. 26 He covetethgreedily all Jay long} But thefe greedy 
conftant covetings come to nothing: he makes nothing of them. 

Meteors have matter enough in the vapours themfelves to carry 
them above the earth, but not enough to unite them to the ele¬ 
ment of fire: therefore they fall and return to their firft prin¬ 
ciples. So is it with our wifhers and woulders. Many came out 
of AVypCthat never came into Canaan, And why . ? the land they 
-iked well but complained with thofe Spies of the ftrength of the 

‘-.Anakims, and the impoflibility of the Conqueft ; there¬ 
fore their Carkafes fell in the wilderneffe, their flugg.fh- 
nefle flew them. They lufted and had nor, they killed (them¬ 
felves with coveting, as in the former vale) and defired to 

have (as here) but could not obtain, 'jam. 4 * 2 . 

, But the righteous giveth and fpareth noQ Neither needflty 

;) norniggardii'e hindrethhim .• he hath it, and he hOids that he 
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hath no more then he giveth. Heisbothpamfu.andpittiful; 
and what he cannot do for the poore himfclf, he ftirs up others 
to do ; fo far is he from forbidding or hindering any from (hew¬ 
ing mercy. Some render the words thus. The r.ghteonsgiveth 
andforbiddeth not. Give a portion (faithhe to his richer friend) 
to (even and alfoto eight •• for thou knoweft not what evill (hall 
be upon the earth. Ecclef.i 1.2. See the Note there. 

Verf.27. The ftcrifice of the wicked, &c. See the Note on 
chap. 15.8. 

Hotv much more when he bringeth it 0~c. 3 As Aalaac and Ba¬ 
laam did, Num, 23.1. 2. Asthofe that preient ex rapind holocau • 
flam, afacrifice of whac they have got by rapine and robbery .• 
and as thofe likewife chat aske good things at Gods hands, that 
they may conlume them upon their lulls. Jam. 4.5. Letthewic- 
ked bring his facrifice with never fo good an intention, he is an 
abomination: but if with ancvillmml , his difleinbled fanftity 
is double iniquity : as if a man think by obl'ervirg the Sabbath 
to take out a licenfe tp walk licentioufiy all the week long: or 
by praying in a morning to get a difpenlation to do evill all day 
x . after. I have read of one that would haunt the Taverns, Thea- 

Sinccrc co*- tres, and Whore houfes at London s\\fap but he durft not go 
vcrt-p.zjs. forth without private prayer in the morning, and thenwouldfay 

Brtcr.vood at his departure, Nowdevill do thy 'ftorjl. The CircaJJians arc 
£f T* ,irc - f 3 id to divide rheir life betwixt rapine and repent mce. The Pa- 
pills (many of them ) make account of confelTing as drunkards 
do of vomiting. When wc have finned, fay they, we mull:' 
coniefie: and when we have confefi'ed we mull inagame, that 
we may aifoconfefi'eagaine, and make work for new indulgcn- 

IHision ' ecs and jubilees. . 

g Vcrli 28. A falfe whnejfe flail perilb ] See the Note on chap, 

10.5. The Scythians had a Law, that if any man did duo peccata 
contorqntre: bind two fins together,a lye and an cath, he was to 
lofe his he-id : bccaufe this was the way to take av'ay all faith 
truth amongft men. ' ff 

But the man that heareth, (pealifth confiantly J He telliheth 
confidently what he knowethaflurcdly : he is alwaies alio in the 
fume tale as Paul was in the plea to the chief Capi aine, to Eehx, 
to Fell as, and to A grip pa. Not fo Tdellarmine. How oft doth 

that loud Lyer forget himfeifeand write contradictions ? Asfor 

inftance : In one place he affirmeth, that it can by no meanes be m 
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proved by Scripture, that any part of Scripture is the very word 
of God. Sed mendax redarguit feipfum, faith Jaretts; But the Par. in Apoc. 
Lier confutes himfelf by laying e.lle where. Befides other argu- li - 6 * 
ments to evin ethe divinity of the Canonical Scripture, it giveth Bd.dc m-b. 
iufficient teflimony to it felfe. Del. l.i c,». 

Verf 29. A wickedman hardeneth hie face^Procaciter obfirmat 
vultum fuumfo the Vulgar renders it. 1 he falle witnefle J z> ( ‘r/i28. 
impudently defcnds ; or at leaft extenuates and excui.es his falfities. 
Frontemperfricat, ajfuens mendacium mendacio , as the Hebrew 
hath ic. Pfal.w9.69 he thinksto makegood onclye by another, 
to outface the truth, to overbeare it with a bold countenance Ic 
feemes to be a metaphor from a traveller that fees his face a- . „ 

gainft the wind and weather, and holds on his journey, chough 
he be taking long ftrides toward definition. ' * 7 ' 

But asfor the upright fle diretteth his way ]Hc proceeds warily, 
weighs his words before he utters them, .anddeSivers nothing bu: 
the naked truth ; And truth is like our firft Parents, moft beau¬ 
tiful when naked. Some Interpreters take this verfe, as fetcing 
forth the difference between the wicked and the godly, without 
any relation to the falfe and true witneffe, verf. 28. And then ic. 
is (ententia fapiente digna, faith one, tom panels verbis tarn pro- 
fundum fenfum cumulans, a lentence worthy of Salomon as having 
fomuch in a little. 

Verf.30. There is no wifdome — againfl the LordJ That is,they 
are all to nopurpofe, If God deny concourfe and influence, the 
armeof humane power and policy ( as Jereboarris) fhrinks up 
prefcntly. See Pfal,2 1,2,3. & 33.10.11. 8C62.3. See the Note 
onchap.19.21. Excellently Gregory, Divinum conjilium dumde- 
vitatur ,impletur : humana fapientia dum rtluUatur, comprehends, 
tur. God’s decree is fulfilled, by thofe that have leaft mind to it: 
humane wifdome whiles it ftrives for mafteries, is over-mafte- 
rcd. 

Verf. 31. Tbehorfe is prepared againfi the day &cf\ Avery 
ferviceable Creature, and in.battle full of terrour: fo fwi't in 
lervice, that the Perfians dedicated him to their God. the Sun, 
dm;? to t-T/jsw tu -myjoTUTp, as Taufwias hath it. But as. the 
Sun in heaven can neither be out-run, nor ftoptinbisrace.- fo 
neither by men (though wife ) nor by meanes (though likely ) 
can Gods purpofes be difappointed. Anhorfeis avainething 
^for fafecy : Neither fhall he deliver any by his great ftrength. 

^/yj/,33,17. But 






2?6 


A Comment am or Expofition Chapas 

BlitfafetJ (or victory ) is of the Lord~\ He gives ic to which 
fide he pleafeth ; as he did to the Ifraeliccs in the conqueft of 
Carnap though they had no horJes to help them as their adver- 
faries had, and Charets too, both £gyptiar,s and Cana.. 
anites. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Verf. i. A good name is rather to bechofra^ 


Plaut* 


H Ebr .A name, zschap.i8.zz. a wife for agooa wife; (better 
no wife then an ill wife, io better no name the .1 an ill name.) 

This good name proceeding from a good confcicr ce,this honour 
fromvertue, 43 - 4 * this perfume of faith aid obedience, 
this fplendour and fparkle of the white ftone, whim only (nines 
upon heavenly hearts, is far more defirable then great riches, For 
firft Theie oft cake away the life of the owners thereof, Pro. 1.19. 
the greater wealth, the greater fpoile awaites a nan : as a tree 
with thick and large boughes, every^ man defires to lop him. 
Whereas a good name faves a man oft from that danger, as it 
did Jonathan, whom the people refeued. Secondly, Riches breed 
and bring their cares and cumbers with them, <&i habet term, 
babel auerras-y faith the Proverb *. Many Law-fuits and other vexa- 
tions,G-c. when a good name, as a precious om:ment powred 
out, gets loving favour, with which it is therefore fitly coupled 
in this Text. Tnirdly, Riches are enjoyed but till death acuc- 

moft.-.buta good name out-lives the man, and is left behind him 
for ablefling, Efa. 6 yi 5 - SceTV^.io.y. with :he Note there. 
Other People went beyond Gods Ilrael in wealth and riches, 
but none in fame and renown, 2 Sam.7^. Pent .4 < 5 . Fourthly, 
Riches are ofc gotten by fame; lcc a mans name be up and there 
will be great recourfe to him : But lechim once track his credi^ r 
and riches cannon lepaire him: Infamy will not be bought 08 
with money. Laftly, Riches are common to good men with 
bad men : hut a good name (truly lo called ) is proper to Gods 
peculiar, confined to the Communion of Saints. He was there¬ 
fore a better husband then Divine that fir ft called Riches Bom 
Goods: And that Heathen was nearer the truth then many profit- 

gate profeflours of it, who faid, Ego ft bortamfan.’amfervajjojnt^M 
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dives era. That is. If I may but keep a good name, I have wealth 
enough. _ 

And lovingfavour rather then fiver andgoldj Which what is 
itelfebnt white and red earth ? And therefore no way fit to 
come in competition with good repute and report among the 
beft, fuch as Chrilt had, Luk.. 2.52. and fofeph, and Daniel, and 
David, and Demetrius Job. 3.12. and they had it as a fpecial fa¬ 
vour from God, who fashions mens opinions, and hides his peo¬ 
ple from theftrifeof tongues,^ 5. 2-r 
Verf 2 . The rich and thepoore meet together 3 They have mu. 
tuallneedoneof another, and meet many times, as it were in 
the mid-way by an alteration of their condition. They chat 
were full were hired forth for bread, and the hungry are no more 
hired. 1 Sam.2.5, The mighty are put down from their feats, and 
thofe of low degree are exalted. £^1.53- 
The Lord u the maker of them all 3 The maker of the men,the 
maker o. c their eftates, and the maker of thac change and alte¬ 
ration which often happeneth: that the one might become grate- 
full; the other humble. See15. 

Verf A prudent man forefeet b an evill,cEc.~^ Pravifion is the 
beft means of prevention. A wife mans eyes are In his head, 
Ecclefo.iq.his hearc is alfo at his right hand.ftr/e/iio. s.The Chi- 
nefes fay of chemfelves,that all other Nationsof the world fee but 
withone eye,they only with two.The Italians give out,that they 
only do fapere me fattum, look before they leap, forecaft an 
evill before it befall them. But thefe are pray fes proper to them 
thac have learned holy and heavenly wifdome, that by certame 
fights and ligns difeern a tempeft in the clouds, and feek feafo- 
nable flicker under che hollow of Gods hand, under the (hadow 
of his wings. Such prudent perfons wer zNoah, fofeph , Jonadab , 

Jo r mb, the Chnftians at Telia,dr-c, 

" Tut the foolc patfetb on 3 Pujbeth on without feare or wit, as 
beinu refolved to have his will,\vhateveritftand him in. 

Aadispunifhcd 3 As a juft reward of his rafhnefle. Sm ever 
ends tragically. Elagitlum & flagellum, ut aetts &fllum. Who ( 
ever waxed fierce againft God and prolpered ? With thefrorvard ,f "' 2 - 
than Wilt me file, faith David, Ffd.1S.26. 'Upon the kicked god 
jballrainefiniresM. Pjal.n.6. And then, tit lea cafftbtts trre- 
tittis dixit f prafeiviferny as the Lion when he was caught in the 
Hunters toyle, faid,/// had fore- known this mifehiefe I would have 
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~(humedit: Sothefe after-wits, thtle poft-mafter, thefe Epi- 
methcttfesl hall come in ( but all too late) with their Fooles 
Had-l-tvift) which they fhould have timoufly foremen andpre- 

^ Verf. 4. 3 y humility and the feare of the Lord \ Hebr. the 
hcele of humility,&c. The humble heart that lyes low and hear- 
kens what God the Lord will fay unto it, that follows him trem¬ 
bling as the people followed Saul, i Sam. 13 7. fh-ll have hard 
at the heeles of it riches, a lufficiency, if not a fuperfluity, and 
honour which is to be chofen before riches, Verfi. Tee the Note 
there ) and life above the danger of thofe thorr es and lnares 
mentioned in the next verfe.- not life prelent only, but length of 
daies for ever and ever, PfaAlA.O the w.the heaped 

up happinefTe of a man that humbles and tremb.es before the 
Lord 1 He that doth the former, cannot but do the latter: hence 
that clofle connexion of thefe two graces in thisTcxt, ' ’Byhttmi • 
litj thefe are of the Lord, To the original runs without the gram¬ 
matical copulative And : to Ihew that they go alwaies together, 
yea, the one is as it were predicated of the other.- neither want 
they their reward. Riches, honour, life 5 What things be thefe? 
who would not turn fpiritual purchafer ? 

Verf. 5. Thornes and Jr,ares are in the way of the froward'} In 
oppofition to the reward of righteoufnefle, verf. which is to 
lay, The ungodly are not fo ; Or if they have riche s, they prove 
thornes to them to prick and choak their foules: i:: honour, and 
long life to enjoy it, thefe prove fnares to then. Of carnal 
hearts it may be faid as Pharaoh faid of the Ilrael tes, they are 
int angle din the Land , the vilderntffe hathJhut them in , £*^.14.3. 
They have treafurcs in the field of wheat, barley, and oyle, as 
thofe ten men had, fer. 41.8. and are therefore loth to dye. And 
yet before they dye (live they never fo long in all abunuance of 
riches and honours ) God can bring them to t iac pafle that 
Charles the fifth was at, whom of all men the world judged ^ 
moft happy: Philip of Mornay reports of him :hat he curled^ 
his honours in his old age, his vidories, trophies, riches, 
faying, tAbitc hinc , ahite longe . Away, away , get you lac 
away. 

He that doth keep bisfoulc,(hall be far from them J As well from 
the wicked mans miferies, as his mifdemeanc urs 5 he keeps 
aloofe from both, he dares not meddle with the hole of the 

Afpe. 


=5 9 


Chap.aa. upon the Proverbs. 

Alpe left he meet with a fting. Cuftos anima elongabit fe, 6 cc. Ado. 
neo te iterumqtte monebo (faith LaElantius fo his ( Demetrian ) ne ^ ^ ^ 

obkttamtnta ijla terra pro magms ant ver» bonis habere te credos i opjgcuj’ JJci. 
cjuct font non tantumfallaeia quia dubia,verum ctiam inpdiofa quia 
dulcia. Set not thine heart upon the AfTes, fith thou arc in 
eledion for a Kingdome, and the hearts of ail Ifrael are upon 
thee. 

Verf. 6. Traineup a child in the way hefhould go J Ot,accord- 
inir to his mcafore and capacity , dropping good things by degrees 
into his narrow-mouthed veftei, and whetting the lame upon his 
memory by often repeating, as the knife by ofcgoing over the 
vvhetftonc (it is UKofes his comparifon ) becomes keen and ufe- 

fulj This is the way to make them expert and exad, and to fe- fi cUcil ; afucn . 
cure them from Satan ; for we are not ignorant of his wiles, do. 

It is reported of the Harts of Scythia , that they teach their 
young ones to leap from bank to bank, from rock tgrock, from 
one turfe co another by leaping before them, which otherwife 
they would never pradice: by which meanes when they are hun- 
ced,no bead can ever take them. So if men cxercife their chil¬ 
dren unco godlinefte whiles they are young, Satan that mighty 
hunter fhall never have them for his prey They will not be 
young Saints old Devils, (as the profane Proverb hath it) but 
young Saints old Angels. Now as all children fhould be care¬ 
fully catechifed, and well principled; fo Mz Ttmotkies ziytex- 
ally, that are defignedto the work of the Mimftry. Quintili¬ 
ans Oratour muft from two or three yeares old be inured and 
accuftomed to the belt and pureft words, very well pronoun¬ 
ced unto him, by his nurfes, parents, handmaids, as foon as 
ever he begins to babble. Quanto id in Theologo foturo ex- 
petendum , cttrandumqite magis ? How much more ( iaitha Amama in An- 
learned man ) fhould this be done by one that is to be aDi- t ib. 


Verf. 7. The rich rttleth over the poore ] And that with rigour , 
i c Pbaraoh did over ifrael; as thofe imperious Mammomits m 
fine fames his rime that opprelTed and fobj ugated their pooreft 
rcchrcn, trampling upon them with the feet of intolerable in- 
lency and cruelty, fam.7.6. yet no w ourflefh is as thefiejbof our 
■ethren, our children as their children, , ^id thole poore Jews in 
r cherniak who pleads their caufe moft effectually, chap. 5.7,8 9. 
c, Vbi mot verba, tot tela,qua nimirum animam divittm percet* 
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M„», c ■-UKcmnt, as one faith in another cafe; he lets 
upon them with irrefiftibleRhecorick, and makes them rcltore 
('which yet rich opprefl’ors are very hardly drawn to do.) Every 
zraire of riches hath a vermin of pride and ambition in it, i Tim. 

6 17. See the Note there. Mens bloud rifeth togeth :r with their 
oood, and they think that every thing muft be a; they would 
hive it. But efpecially if they have drawn the poore into their 
nets, Pfal.10.9. that is into their bonds, debts, morgagcs, as 
Thryfottome expounds it, then they not only rob-, butravifh 
them; to their cruelty they joine dithonefty j there is neither 
equity «r mercy to be had at their hands. 

Verf. 8 . He that foweth iniquity,/hullreap vanity _J TheUiurcc 
and cruel creditour foweth his money, his mammon of iniquity 
(chat ungain grain ) upon his poore debtours: and .vhether it be 
a barren year or a fruitful,a good foile or a bad, Lena afert men- 
(trues cei/HSjM hachhis conftant pay, yea, his ulc upon ule, ac- 

cording tq^KtGreekveiie, 

^.SJfTbKOi ^foroKclo, TSKO( f* w a P' s: \ r , 

Now can fuch-encreafe be bleft ? ftiall not thofe that thus fow the 
wind, be fuoeTto reape the whirlewind > 

And the rod of his anger fhall fade ] That is, that tyrannical, 
power which he exerciieth upon others as his underlings, fhall be 
broken. God wintake out of his hand the rod wherewith he 
hath beaten billow fervants, and waft it upon hi 5 own back co 
the very ftufap .7 , , . . rT 

Verf. 9. Hf that hath a bomtifud eye fball be ole (fed j How 
Amalec thedicking people, ( as the name imports ) I mean the 
Nation of Ufurers and proud lenders ftulllpced, nth beenfpo- 
ApJV' ken already. Nbw on the other fide, the oountifn'eye, th Qchear- 
tsu firm wfullA V er (as the Septuagint,and after them Saint Paul, render or ■ 

6 ^ r rather expound this Text) Jhall be abundantly bleffcd: for he gives 
with all his heart, he draws out not his fheafeonly, but his foule . 
co the hungry, Efay 5 S. T)at bene, datmultum, quia dat cum __ 
mmere vtilttim^ he fpares it out of his own belly to give to the 
hungry, as fome have here gathered from the word his bread that 
which was appointed for his own eating; he voluntarily fafteta 
from a meale now and then that he may bellow i: upon the nee¬ 
dy, and he ftiall not loie his reward. 

Verf. 10. Caft out the {corner 3 Or the evill Interpreter, that 
con ft rues every thing to the worit, and fo fows oiflention, This f 
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is an evill inftrument and muft be cafhiered good company ; the 
place where fuch a trouble-town lives, longs for a vomit to fpue 
him out. There is nothing that may noc be taken with either 
hand: it is afpiritnalunmannerlinelfcto take it with the left, 
(as that proud Pharifee did. Luk . 7.34.) and to caft it,as an apple 
ofcontentionamongft others. They that do thus, are the pefts 
offamilies and other iocieties, and muft therefore be carefully 
caftout withfeoffing Ifmacl , asever we defire to avoid ftrife, 
fliirs at law, reproach, and many more mifehiefs. 

Verf 11, He that lovcth pureneffe of heart‘d That is vexed ac 
his inward pollutions,and affofteth (what he canfiever fully efted)- 
tobe pureasGod is pure 1 Job .3. 3.. He tha&ath gotten chae 
pure lip, Zcph.1.9. called here the grace ofm Ups, and elfe- 
where the law of grace. He that Can skill of.thofe good words P 
that do ingratiate with Go'd and man ,*6en, 49.jw, compared 
with Vent. 33.23. He is fit co make a courtier, a-favourite : fuch 
as was Jofeph, Mordecal. Daniel, who though he ufednot always 
verbis byfinis, foftandfilkenwords, but delivered tieavy mef- 
fages from God to Nebuchadnezzar and Beljbaz^ar, lyetGod fo 
wrought their hearts, (though tyrants } that they greatly ho¬ 
noured him and highly preferred him. And when, out of his love 
to purenefte of heart, he chofe rather^rfflidion then fin , to bee 
caft to che Jyons , then to bear a lyon^n his own bo|ome by of¬ 
fending his confcience.- God made the Kings heart yearn towards- 
him, &c . So that this plain-dealing Daniel profpered in the 
reigne of Darius , and in the reigne of (fyriu the Perjian. Dan. 

6 , 28. = • < 

Verf, 12. The eyes of the Lord prefer ve knowledge"] Thar is, 
knowing perfons : Thofe in the former verfe that love truth in the 
inward parts, and hold this a rule. Truth muft be i'p ^ken,how¬ 
ever it betaken thcl'e howfoever they may fuffer for a feafon,as 
Daniel in the den, Micaiah in the ftock- houfe, yet the watchfull 
providence of God will preferve them and provide for them. He 
will clear their innocency , and fo plead for them in the hearts of 
greateft Princes, that they iliall finde the truth of this divine Pro¬ 
verb, and the falfity of that other fo common amongft men, Obfe - 
qnium araicos, veritas odium panit : Flattery gets friends,but truth, 
hatred. 

P *And he overthroweth the words (or nutters) of the tranfgref- 
f*»rsl that is of the court-parafites, who {peak only pleafing 
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things, dr f*pe leon:im laiidibits mtirem obniunt , fl itter abomina¬ 
bly as thofe A<Ss i a, did Herod, as the falfe Prop! ets did eHkw. 
God will confute and convince their foothing wor is , of lingular 
vaniry; he will alio overthrow their matters, atte mp?, pradtifes, 

^ as a man ivipeth a dijh timing it upfide down. See in that claw-back 
Amnlekite. 2 Sam. I. 4, 5, 6- C re. in Ahimhel , Homan, 
ScUnus , &c. 

Verf. 13. ‘I he flothfttll man faith, there is Lyon 0' , c.J Th z Lyon 
uuot [of eirce as he is painted, faith the Spanijb Proverb: much 
Idle this ilusgards lion, a meet fiftion of his own brain to cover 
and colour over his idlenefie. Hepretends two U )ns for failing: 
firll Leo eftFor is. There is a lion abroad, or in thefield (where 
his work lies, Pfd. 104.23.) and another in theftreets ; A likely 
matter, lions haunt not in ftreets, but in woods and wildemcffes. 
Here’s no talk of Satan that roaring lion, that lyes couchant in 
the flu a °ards bed with him,and prompts him tothefe fenfelefleex- 
cufe3, b Nor yet ot the lion of the tribe of Iudah, who will one 
day fend out ftmmons for peepers , and tearing the very caul of 
their hearts in funder , fend them packing to the r place in hell, 
Mat 10 But to hell never came any yet that had not fome pre¬ 
tence for their comming thither. The flefii neve: wants excufes 
Corrupt nature needs not be taught to tell her own tale. Sin and 
(hifting came into the world together; and as there ts no wool 
focourfe but will take fome colour: fo no fin fogrofle but admits 
of a defence. Sin and Satan are alike in this, they cannot abide 
to appear in their own liknefie. Some deal with their fouls as 0- 
thers deal with their bodieswhen their beauty s decayed, they 
defire to hide it from themfelves by falfe glades, ind from others 
by painting • fo their fins from them.elves by flife glofles, and 

from others by idle excufes. 

VeiT 14. The mouth of a fl range woman} Diao olios capite bla.n- 
ditto- , ventre obleclat , cattdd ligat , faith Rupert as Thefe fre-li¬ 

ners (as their ftallior.s call them) are moll dangerous Sec the 
Noccs on Chap. 2. 16. and.5,3. Solomon had the woful experience 
ofic. Ecclef 7. 26. and Sampfon, l;tdg.\0. who 
Lcaam non potuit, potuitfttpir are lcs.na.rn, 

Qitcm fern non pot ait vincere , vie it hem. 

How di S'David moylchimfelf in this deep pit, and there might ^ 
have Huck in the mire, had not God drawn him out by a mer- 4 
ciful violence, and purged him with hylTop i rom that abhor- ^ 
red filth } Ue 
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He that is abhorred of the Lord, Jhallfalltherein J As thejefuices 
(thofe odious Comubifanchftiga Commeretricitegd) too often do: 
though they boaft that they can talk and dally with the faireft 
women without danger, and the people mud beleeve no other- 
wife, but that when they are killing a woman, they are giving 
her good counfel. David Cjeorg that execrable Heretick was fo 
far from accounting adulteryes, fornications,incefts, &c. for he- 
ing any fins, that he did recommend them to his moft perfect Georgii. 
Scholers as afrs of grace and mortification: and was confident 
that the whole world would fubmit to his dodtrine. Peccatttm 
teeeatum trahit, as the Hebrew Proverb hath it. One fin drawes 
one another; and the latter is oft a punifhment of the former; 

God, by a peculiar kind of revenge, delivering up fuch to a re- 
probate fenfe, or a minde difallowed or abhorred of God,as the ‘ 

Apofllesword (Rom. 128.) fignifies. 

Verf.15. Foolijhncffe is bound in the heart dc.} As a pack or 
fardle is bound to an horfes back. Errour and folly be the knots 
of Satan, wherewith he tyes children to the flake, to be burnt in 
hell. Better fee their braines dafht out againft the floncs (faith 
one) then fuller the ignorance of God to abide in their heads. 

Therefore that we may lofe the bands of death, and works of the 
devil,parents mult bring their fons in their armes.and their daugh- 
tersupon their (boulders, to the houfe of God, that they may 
learne to know him. Efa.stf.22. They muft alfo fee to their pro¬ 
fiting, and exadt of them a daily growth, nurturing as well as 
nourifhing them, Eph.6.4. (the one being as needful as the 0- 
tbecj and tiling the rod where words will not do; fo to chafe a- 
vvay that evil by chaftifement (fcaifoned with admonition,and ie- 
conded with prayer; that elie will prove pernicious to their fouls. 

Ell brought up his fons to bring down his houfe. Davids fonnes 
were undone by their fathers fondnefle. Afairehand, we fay, 
makes a foule wound. Corrc&ion is a kinde of cure faith 
e Hriftotlc: and GOD ufually blefieth it to that purpofe: 

Corrections of inftrudtions are the way of life. Trwerbs Ut pied Tit 

C, oj, *i 'wttiS'iieL. 

Vei f. 16 He that opprcjfeth the poor &c.} By fraud or force, or 
any indirect means. This man layes his foundation in fire-work,. 
lob 20. he walks upon a mine of gunpowder ; brimftone isfeate- 
tered upon his habitation, lob 1 S.x 5 • if but a flafh of Gods light¬ 
ning light upon it, all will be on. fire, all blown up and brought to 
.nothing. drid 
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<iAnd he that giveth to the richf . Either to ingtatiate and curry 
favour for countenancing their oppreflive practices: or with a 
minde to get more then they give, ('for fo faith erne, thatclaufe 
To increafe their riches, mud here be repeated) which is a more 
Ifocr.aJ De- artificial! kind of felling their gifts, then if they had profelfealy 
Q1011 * fet them to fale, as the Greek Oratourobferve:h. Both thefe 
take a wrong courfe to bee rich. The way were to give to 
the poor and not to opprefle them, and to bring prefects to him 
that ought to he feared ; fith it is he alone that gi-jeth ns all things 
Pfj?l. 11 ' richly to enjoy. 

1 rim.6.17. Y er f W y, £owdown thine eare andhewef Here begins, fay fome 
Interpreters, the third book of Salomons Provert s (as the fecond 
began at chap, i o. ) And indeed he here feems to alfiime a new 
kind of belpeaking his fon, different from hi; difeourfeinthe 
twelve preceding Chapters j and much like :hat in the nine 
firft. 

And apply thy heart &cF\ ej d. Call up the eires of thy mind 
to the ears of thy body, tnat one found may pei rce both at once. 
Othervvife thou wilt be like the Wolf in the fable j thou wile ne¬ 
ver attainetoany more divine leatning then to l’pell P ater , and 
when thou fhouldft come to put together, and to put thy heart to 
it (as Salomons phrale here is) inftead of Pater thou wilt fay rig- 
nut, thy minde running a madding after profit md plealiires of 
the world , as hath been once before noted. 

Verf. 18. For it is a p leaf ant thing if thou keep 1 hdm within thee ] 
Hebr. In thy belly, that is in thine inwards. Truth it is, that St. 
John found the iict'e book hee ate (whether we underfhnd it 
of the Revelation only, or of the whole Bible which Bi'hop Box* 
mrChaplaine called in fcorne hislictle pretcy Cj >ii-boo'<,ic mtuh 
matters not) bitter in bis belly , though fwset in hit month , Rev . 10. 
10. becaufe Miniffers find it grievous, Co be kt pt from making 
known the whole counfel of (Jod to their people.But .’he Word of 
qod attentively heard.andbyanafter meditation wel digefted and 
iucorporated into ihel’oule, is f.vee er then hon/, as Davidkh 
it: andyeelds morepleallire then all the taftdelfe foolerycsof 
thisprdenc world. 

They /ball wit had befitted in thy lip if Thou 111 alt need no other 
help to dijeourfe: thou Ihilt get a lingular dexterity and volubility 
of holy language, being able to utter thy minie in pure Scrip* 
, ture {Locjttamtsr verba Scripttir x , faith that in:omparat)l cPeier 

Ramus 
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Ramus, titamurfermone Spirittu fanEli,&c.) thou flialc fo fpeak 
and lb do, as one that muft be judgd by that law of liberty, lam , 

2. 12 . 

Verf. 19. That thy trufi may be in the Lordf Only a divine 
word can beget a divine faith , and herein the Scripture excells 
all human writings; none of which can bring our hearts to the 
obedience of faith. I can ipeak it by experience faith Erafmus, that . 

there is lictle good to be got by.the Scripture, if a man read it Jn " uc * jn ,. 
curforily and carelelly; But it he esercife himfelf therein con- 
ftantly and confcionably, he lhall fed fuch a force in it, as is not Pct M art 
to be found againe in any other book whatfoever. I know, faith p r *f. in Com. 
Peter Martyr, that there are many that will never beleeve what in Ep.ad Rom. 
we fay of the power of Gods word hidden in the heart: and not a 
few that will jear us,and think we are mad for faying fo. But O 
that they would but be pleafed to make triall Male mihift (ita 
enim in tanta caufajnrare aufm) mft tandem capiantur. Let it ne¬ 
ver go well with me, (for fo lam bold to f.vearc in fo weighty a 
bufinefle) if they find not themfelves ftrangely taken andtranf* 
formed into the fame image, if they paflenoe into the likenefle 
of this heavenly patterne. The Ephefians trufted in God fo foon 
as they heard the word oftruch, theybeleeved and werefeaied, 

Sphef. i. 13. And the Theflalonians faith was famous all the 
Churches over, when once the Gofpel came to them in power, 


iThef 1.5,8. 

To thee,even to theef Men muff read the Scriptures as they do 
the Statute-books, holding themfelves as much concerned 
therein as any other; threading themfelves in every threat, bin¬ 
ding themielves in every Prccepc, blefiing themfelves in every 
Promile, refolving to obey God in all things: as convinced of 
this, that thele are verba vivenda,non legenda, words to be lived 
and not read only. 

Verf. 20, Have not I written to thee excellent tkingsf Hebr. 

Princely things. Principles for Princes : rare and royal fencences. 

The word fignifies (fay fome) the third man in the Kingdomc for 
authority and dignity. Others read the words thus, Have not 1 
three times written for thee concerning councels and knots ledge^ 
meaning his three books, Proverbial, Penitentiali, Nuptial!. 1 he 
Canticles were penned perhaps in his younger years (faith one,) ^ 
when his affections were more warme, aftive and lively Bible by Ma- 

luals. The Proverbs in his manly ripe age, when his Prudence 
Mm and 
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Greg, in Reg. 
3 ' 


Mat. \6. 


0 !>je 3 . 


Sol. 

Phil- 3.1. 


ObjcS. 

Sol. 


and parts were at higheft moft grave,iblid, fetled : Stole fafies 
in his old age, See. 

Verf.2i.77w* ( might make thee know the ccrtakty~]h nd fo find 
firm footing for thy fo\th.Luk> 1 3.5. Thefe worths ox c God are 
true, faith the Angel, Kev. 1 1 .p.Thefe words are faithful and true, 
Rev. 22. '24.voidofallinfincerityandfalfhood.H».wcan it be 0- 
therwile,when as they are,as Cjregory (peaks, Cor &anima£he very 
heart and (oul of the God of truchPchcre miift nee is be a certain¬ 
ty in thefe words of truth, neither need we hang in lufpence. 
When fome took Chrift for fohn Baptif, ?, lome for Elias, fome 
for leremiai\ Bat Whom fay yee that I am? to teach that Chrift 
would not have men ftand doubtful, halt between two, be in Re' 
ligion as beggars are in their way, ready to go which way foever 
the ftafte falleth .• but to feaich the Scriptures, and ground¬ 
ing thereon, to get a certainty, a full afiurance of mderftanding, 
Col. 2,2. fo as to be able to fay, we have beieeved, therefore have 
wefpoken, 2 for. 4. 13. 

Verf. 22. Rob not the poore, &cf\ Here fome Caviller will be 
apt to cry out, Quid digrams t ant o fret hie promijfo - hiattt ? After 
fopromifinga Preface, and (iich wooing of attenti an, we looked 
for lbme new matter, and that ofbeftnote too. Bur behold here’s 
nothing, but what we had before. Tis truth, faith the wife man; 
and yet I mult tell you, that to n rite tfo fame things, to me inded 
is not grievous, bat for yoa it is fafe. See the like, ‘ IfaL 4 9.1, 2, 3,. 
&ic. 4 he fcope of the Pfalme is tollaew the happ/and fecuree- 
ftate of the Saints in trouble, and the (lippery condition of the 
wicked when at their height. Now whereas fom* might object 
and fay, this is an ordinary argument, we have heard of it an hun« 
dred times. ThePfalmift anlwc rs, that yet this is i he great wife- 
dome that he will lpeak of: and the dark faying that he will 
open, And hereunco he makes a folemn Ojez. Heare this all yee 
People, and give eare all yee inhabitants cf the world, 
See. 


“Becahfe he is poore ] As the greater fifin devoure the lefler, 
and as the Maftiffe fals upon the Curre and worrit s him, only be- 
caufe he is bigger then the other. This is a bruit illi ferity. See 
Pfal. 10. And if thole that relieve not the poore (hall be 
damned, furcly they that rob them finII be double-dam¬ 
ned. 
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’Neither~oppre(fe the ajfliBeeQ The poor man nrmft needs be an 
afflided man, obnoxious to all manner of injuries and hard ur 
ia«es. But God who is the poore mans king (more truly fo called 
then lames the fourth of Scotland ms.’,) takes orde.r here, that no 
man opprefie or wrong him • either atxhe gate ofhis houfe, whir 
ther he comes a begging, or at. the gate of the city , where h e foes 
for redrede of injury, let not might luppreffe right, left fome Ca 
to complain ("as once) and nor without caute, ihat.poorethteves 
fit in the ftocks,- when greater thieves fit OR the feats of Jud(- 

Cal Verf. 23. For the Lord will plead their cmfi] -without fee, for G cIUuf.i 8 . 
thofe that come to him forma pauper and withoutfear 0 t m 
opprdlbiirs, againft whom be will plead.wulH pcflilcnee: and 
with blood. Euk. 38. «• « he d,d ajamft xho houfe of 
SmI for the poor Gibeodites. and agamfi vSlui' for .**• 

l ’“j n jfpcik the [tale (or life) of thofe that fpMcJthem} & poor 
mans livelihood is his life, He *“8# 

home as a fnaile in his (hell;cru(h that and you till tarn quite, j3od 
therefore who loves pan referee, topay oppreffours homeit" 

their owncoyne, will have life -for.Ufe.if they^nay efeap , 
not be tall to hell among thofe cruel WWfSJ 
note. Othat theie Cannibals would chink of the 
cold grave hold their bodies, and hot hell hold their fouls. 

Verf 14. M«k! ■■ mfiy*Wr tmtb « ia# J Anger is x 

niort madneffe, it is a leprofie brewing nut o£a^ n&Z«. 

H-. 5. and renders a man unfit forr awl fo-iety.- .for g un, g‘ 
pillions caule the climate where he lives to b: lihe ^ co rtd 
Zone, toohotforany to livenearehurt. The dog-da)yscont t 
with him all the yeate long,/«.««*(he 
thatevery man that will provide.fot<htsownlalcty> 
from him! as from a netting, dangerous, and 

who being taken by Tambcrlane and camied P - 

in an iron cage, beat out his own brames aga.nft the. batres 

‘*Ve“ f 'a 5 . Left tl»« Urn hit w] As a man, is an imbutug 

creature, and eafily conformed to the company 9 P 

Mm2 
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alfo is very fpreading, and more infectious then the plague : this 
of rafh anger efpecially, whereunto being nacurally inciinedjWe 
(hall eafily get an habit of frowardnefle- Intirenefle with wicked 
conioftsis one ofeheftrongeft chains of hell, and binds us to a 
participation both of fin and puniftimcnt. 

tAndget a fmre to thy foule J This is all thou art like to get by 
fuch mens company. An angry man (a mafter of a.iger, (as the 
Hebrew here hath it,) or rather one th3t is maftered by.his anger, 
and enflaved thereunto,) is . fitly compared by one to a cock of 
the game, that quarrellome creature, that is (till bloody with the 
blood cither of others or of himfelf: he flies upon hi'.; beft friends 
fometimes, as Alexander did, and flays thofe whom he would re* 
vive again with his own heart- blood. Dogs in a cha fe bark oft at 
their beft friends. 

Yerf. 20 t Be not thou of them"] See the Notes on chap, 6, 
1, 2, 3. 

Verf.27. If thou haft nothing to pay'] And yet art gotten in- 
to the Ufurers furnace, he will leave theeatlaft neither mettle 
nor matter. 

Verfi 28. Remove not the ancient land-marlQ Vnleflfe yee covet 
acurfe, Dent. 27.17, Let Levellers look to it, anc know that 
IflMvoteuf. property is Gods ordinance, AEl. 5. 4. Pfal . 17. i*.. that Magi- 
1 f 10 8 ftracyisthehcdgeofa nation: and that he that breaks an hedge, 
tee e . 1 . . ^ f er y ent j£ a ii fc te (j- m . that t he Miniftry is Chrifts own inftituti- 
on, £ph. 4.11. and that Lay-preachers may Icok to fpeed 
as Nadab and Abihtt , as V^ah and Vz*.iah, or as other ulur- 
pers. See the note on ‘Deut. 15*. 14. 

. Yerf. 29. Seeft than a man diligent 3 God loves umbleneflfe : 
what thou doft, do quickly faidChrift to Judas, though it were 
fo ill a bufinefle that he was about. Princes love fuch and imploy 
them as Tharaoh did fofeph, and thofe that were m -n of activity 
among his brethren. Salomon ztfomzdeafe of Jercboan for the 
famereafon j though that was not the wifeft ad that ever he 
did, 1 Kings u. 28. How dear was Daniel to Da> ins, becaufe 
though (ick, yet he difpatched the Kings bufineffe. What Favou¬ 
rites to our Henry 8, were Wolfey, CromwellCranmer, for 
like rcafon ? A diligent man fhall not fit long in a low place. Or 
if he do all the days of his life, yet if his diligence proceed out 
of conference, he (hall ftand before the King of Kings when he 
dies. Andfurely if Salomons fervancs were held happy for this:. 

and 


and the greateft reward Salomon could promife the diligent^ 
this in the text, what an unconceivable honour muft it needs be 
to look for ever upon the face of God, and (Angel likej ftand 
in his prefence? 


CHAP. XXIII. 

Verf. I. When thou fttteft to eate~\ 

CEe my Common-place of Abftinence. 

O Con filer diligently what is before theej And feed with fear,. 

Iude. 12. Left thou Iofe by thy luxury that praife and preferment, 
that thouhadft gotten by thine induftry, chap, 22,9. _ 

Non minor eftyirtus quart) qu&rerjjartajuert^ 

Verf zf~And put a knife to thflhroatj fut into thy throat, 

(as Aben-ezta reads it), rather then offend by inordinate appetite. 

Some read it thus. For thou putteft a knife to thy throat ,f thou be 
a man given to appetite. Thoufliormeft thy life, and digged as it 
were thine own grave with thine own teeth. Meat kils as many Chryfelh 
as the Musket; the board as the fword. Tenws menfafamtatu 

mater: but much meat, much malady. . 

Verf. a. Be notdeftrow of his dainties ] It is a (hame for a Saint 
to be a flave to his Palac. //gloved vemfon too too well, the 
difciples ate cautioned by Chrift, Luk. 21 * 34 * who well enough 

knew where they were weakeft. . , , , , . 

For they are deceitful! meaf\ There is ahook under that baitj: 
it may prove as dangerous as Jonathan's honey, of which he had 
no fooner tailed, but his head was forfeited.There is a deceitful- 
neffe in fin, Heb. 3. j 3. a lie in vanity, fon.i. 8, t ran ft voluptas , 

manet dolor - -dolor eft etiam ip/a voluptas. 

Verf. 4. Labour not to be rich/] The Courtier is ftill at his leflon. 

Many gotten into Princes Palaces, into places of profit, fat offi¬ 
ces, mind nothing more then the feathering of their own nefts 
raifing of their own houfes, filling of their own coffers Such 
wer t shebna, Haman, Sejanus, of whom Tacitus makes thisi re¬ 
port, Taldm compofituspudor , intus fumma.adpfcendt libido, that . 

he made fliew of modefty, but was excream covetous; mfomuch Qucqu.d non 
faith Seneca, that he thought all to be loft that he got not for hmv 
felf. How much better fofepb, Nehemiah , Daniel, C^who Sen> 
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being wholly for the publike, as they had nothing to lofe, fo 
they had as little to get, but were above all price or 
fale. 

Ceafe from thine own wifedome~\ Callaway that carnal policy 
that would prompt thee to get rein, rem^uocmjue mod'o rem, 
•wealth of any falhion. This wifedomels by Saim/^w^ficlyTti- 
led earthly, fenfttal, diveli/b. Earthly , managing the lulls of the 
eye to the ends of gaine : Senfual , managing the lulls of the eye 
to ends of plealure; and Z)/w/r 7 ?/,managingthepiideoflifeunco 
endsof power, fames3. 15. with 1 John 2. 14.15. 

Verf. 5. Wilt thou fet thine eyes Grc.~\ Hebr. Wilt thou cattfe 
thine eyes to fly after, ore ? Wilt thou fly a fooles pitch, and go 
hawking after that that cannot be had ? or if had, will not pay 
for the paines, countervaile the colt ? Wilt thou call a leering 
look after fu:h vanities ? 

Vpon that vhich it not ] That hath no loWdfn’fJlencc, though 
the foolilh world call it fubjiance. The falhior of this world 
pafl’ethaway. 1 Cor, 7.31. The Greek word there ifed intitnateth 
that thereis nothing of anyfirmnefl’e or folid confluence in the 
Creature. Heaven only hath a foundation. Heb. n. 10. Earth 
hath none, but is hanged upon nothing as lob fpe iketh, Fe re - 
joyce in a thine of naught, faith the Prophet to them that drank 
wine inbowles, C7c//lmos6.6 i i^, 

For riches certainly make ihemjelves wings J A 3 the Heathens 
fained of their god Plums. Under thefe wings let the Mailer 
hide himfelf, as Efay i 8.15. yet with thofe wings will they 
fly away without once taking leave, leaving nothing but the 
print of talons in his heart to torment him. Rich.'s (faith one) 
were never true to thofe that milled them : to fl; from us they 
makethcmfelves great Eagles wings.- to fly to ns, or alter us, 
Nepajferinas ejuidem , not fo much as old fparrows wings. Tem¬ 
porals (faith Another ) are as tranficory as a hail} headlong tor¬ 
rent, a lhadow, a (hip, a bird, an arrow, a pell that paiTeth 
by, or if you can name any thing of fwifeer wing, or l'ooncr 
gone. 

Verl 6. Eate thou not the bread of him that hat h an evill eye j 
That is, of amiferly muckwoorme, that wifhech tl.ee choakedfor 
fo doing, even then when he maketh greatelifliev/of hofpitality 
and humanity. 

Verf. 7. For as he thinketh in his heart fo U he 3 Mens cujufque 

it 
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man is as his mind is, or as he thinketh in his 
h : cheart ^fo he fpeaketh : he cannot fodiffemble, but that eft. 
foonshe'blurteth out feme word, or Ibeweth fome flgn of his 
fordid difpofition. Some read it thus; For as he grudgeth his 
Iwn fouled fo he will fay unto thee,eate, drink ,&c. As he ftarves 
bis own Genius,and cannot afford himfelf a good meales-meat, fo 
he°rudgcth at his guefts whom yet he bids welcome. Chnlt doth 

n0t Verf 8 Tr-' werfdl irbicb thou h.ifl eaten~\ That is, That 
which thou haft eaten ..(ball be fo ill-fauced that thou (halt wifli it 
HD a^ine, and thou 11 1 alt repent thee of thy complements, or 

? JC rfoever other good fpeech thou hattnled at table : which 

\vas the idle wherewith our saviour ufed to bcfprinkle the dilhes 

where-cver he dined. . T , • ny, ,,.:i 

Vaf.p. Sft*i not in the e<m ‘f * '«* J That is, Ot » ' 0jn:cl | li# 

foll fook ttatfchlome astaO cour-ld, but never followed. any, 

“it is Ibid of pmes King of SmUM. Sec the Notes on Prcv. 9 . 

Verf.io. Remove hot the ewcUfit Und-mwhJS See the Note on 

‘'’Vf.Vu-eor Mr redeemer is might, ] The : thunder of bit 
oowertvho can underhand? lobe-6.^ And who knoiveththe 

muinerthe Guardian of liis Orphans, and the great M 4 " °S 
,fe Verol ^pp/yb, keartmtcittfirMen-] MetkltUtte heart 

therefore h'l De fpeaks their parents and Tutours «. the nett 

W Verf. .3. SeCthe N ° tC 

0 n uVl 2 . '\j..e~ Or if he do, yet not by thy default: thou, 
haft delivered thine own “"'^/“^wUte by^tT yeuhe ba'th- 

SSStat&VSf, “ p! '“ “ 

bis fee whether, the Patient recover or dye. Verf. 14 





2J2 A Comment am or Expofitkn Chap. 2 g 

Verf. 14. And fhalt deliver his joule from hell ~2 Fond and foo* 
Bern epift.iu. li(h Parents are peremptores pot iris quant parentes, rather parri* 
cides then Parents: fith J%ui non, cumpoteft, fervat, occidit, by 
not laving theit children, they flay them; by cockering them in 
their Gn, they pitch them headlong into hell. 

Verf, 15. Mj[on,if thine heart be wife ] Si v.'xatio detintel- 
lettunt, if either by inftruftion or corredion I may make thee 
wife or well-fpoken, Bonumvirum, dicendi perit.vn (as jQuiit- 
till ms Oratour) totus Utitia dijftliam, 1 fhall be a joyful man 
indeed.Saint Iohn had no greater joy then to hea ,‘e that his chil- 
3 Job. 4, dremvalkedin the truth. And St Paul could never be thankful 

enough for fuch a mercy. 1 Thef. 3. 9. 

Even mine ] Or, even a; I; viz. was a com fert to my Pa. ; 
rents. 

Verf 17. Let not thine heart envy finntrs J Who have they 
never fo much here, they have but a penfion, an annuity, a ftate 
of life granted them in tfieutmoft and moft remote pare of our 
Inheritance. 

But be thou in the feare of the Lord all day lotg~] An excel* 
lent means to cure one of the fret : Probatum eft. Only it 
nuft be nfed conftantly. Men muft wake with God, walk 
withhim, and l)cdown withhim, be in continual communion 
with him, and conformity unto him. This is to be in heaven 
afore-hand. 

Verf 18. F or furelj there is an end~\ Viz. Of their pomp and 
profperity, dum fenea ejuadam felicitate temporal, ter floreant, as 
Aug- Ep izo- Auguftine hath it, whiles as graffe they flourifr, and then de- 
flourifh. 

And thine expectation fhall not be cut offj As the wickeds (lull, 
SPfal. 37.38. Cheare up therefore, and do not defpond ; Fie- 
bile principium me l tor for tuna fequetur, as Queen Elizabeth was 
wont to fay, whiles (he was yet a prifoner. Thei fhe envied the 
milk-maid that fang l'o merrily.But if (lie had knewn what a glo¬ 
ria, us reign fhc flaould have had for fourc and forty yeares, line 
would not have envied her. 

Verf. 1 9. Heare thoumyfon, andbewife 3 Hearing is one of 
the learned lenfes, as Ariftotle cals it. Wndome entcreth into 
the louleby this doorc, as folly did at firft, v\h;n the woman 
liftned to the old ferpents illufions. This fenfc is firft up in a 
morning: and this preface the Wife-man purpofely premifeth 
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to hi* following difeourfe $ as well knowing how hardly young 
men are drawn off from drinking-matches, 3 nd good-fellow- 
meetings. 

And guidthine heart in the rrayj That is CO fay, Let know¬ 
ledge and affedtion be as twins, and run parallel: let them mu¬ 
tually transfufe life and vigour, the oneinto the other. Pra&ife 
Gods VVillasfaftasthouunderftandftit. The Figurine tranflati- 
on reads it, Vt beatumfttinviacor tuum, that thine heart may 
be blefled in the way. 

Verf. 20. Be not amongft wine-bibbers’^ Follow not the cu- 
ftome, nor company of fuch; thou knowft not what thoumaift 
be drawn to do, though of thyl'elf averle to fuch evil! courfe*. 
Noah got no good by the luxurious old world (Mat.z 4.38.) 
with whom he lived : Nor Lot by the intemperate Sodomites. 
Ezt j b.49. Vriah (a good man) was at length over-perfwaded 
to over-drink himfelf, 2 Sam. 11.13. Let him that ftands take 
heed leaft he fall. That evill fervant that prefumesto^z;<? and drinks 
with the drunken, flaall be cut off in the middle, Mat. 24.49. 

Among riotous eaters of fie(h\ Amongft fefbmongers, qut 
crapuU indulgent, that pamper their panches,/#r«*e curandaplus 
acjuo operati. See my Common.place of abftinence. Thefe be 
ail foi themfelves, as Nabal was. Helluantur fibicarnemftfo the 
Hebrew runs) they ravin up flefti for themfelves, 

Verf. 21. For the drunkard-'-fhall come to poverty ] Nay, to 
eternal mifery in hell, 1 Cor. 6. 10. bat few men feare that: 
beggeriy they hold worfe then any hell. Per mare pauperiemfugi - 
mt,per[axel, per ignes. But poverty to fuch is but a prelude to a 
worfe matter. ^ 

Verf. 22. Hearken to thy father &c~\ See the Note on chap. 




1.8. 

And de (f ife not thy mother when fhe is old) Dr Eay lour Mar. 
tyr faid to his Son among other things, when he was to fuffer ; 

When tlry mother is waxed old, forfake her not, but provide for her to 
thy power; and fee that fhe lack nothing:for fo wiR God blefe thee, 
and give thee long life upon earth, and profperity. Aft. & Mon. 

Verf, 23. Buy the truth and fell it not j Every parcel of truth D g 4 - 
is precious, as the filings of gold, as the Bezar-ftone, when bea¬ 
ten, are carfully lookt to, and preferred. Hold faft the faith' 
full word, as with both hands, Tit.1.9. Strive together for the 
faith of the Gofpel, Phil,1.27. Be zealous for it, Jude 3, HtJ* 

N n * 
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Either live with it, brdyc for it. As we have received 
it as a legacy from one fore-fathers (who iealed it with their 
bloud.and paid dear for it)fo wc mud transit it to our Poftcmy 

. ' _ pure and encire, whatever it (lands us in. They wei e io religi- 

ArtntpwuP ...a-.m nnr p^rhanre a letter or a fvllabie of the 


fof. 7J<J' 

Mit. ij.- 44 


pure ana entire, wnaievti it ® 

Neliorii ous that they would not exchange a letter ora fyllab.eof the 
dU Z «. faichi wherewith Chr« had betrulled them. So ou s m buy- 
ing the truth, that they would give five marks anc. more for a 
JoA book ( and that was more mony then ten pound is now ) 
Some gave a loade of hay for a few Chapters for Saint James or 
Aft. & Mon. of Saint/Win Englifh, fitting up all night m reading and hea- 
" ' ring &c. What a deale of charge was the Queen cf Sheba at 

(ot Salomons wifdome ? The wife merchant (or the pearle of 
price f Hieron and Reuchlin for their Hebrew-learning ? Pro Jin- 
Qttlii horts (tngulos aureos mmerabat. Reuchlin gave crown an 
houre to the Jew that read to him. Hierom venturer his life to 
repaire by night to a j cw-doclour. , 

Verf, 24- The father of the righteous ore See ! he Note on 

f f C Verf. 2(5. My Son give me thy heart 3 There is a ((range ftrife, 

■ not of earthly,but of fpiritual powers alter the poffef..ion of mans 
heart : and through mans tranfgreflion Satan lath gotten 
ftronghold thereon. ASt.%.3. Lukf 22.3. Once he drove about 
a dead mans body: fade 9. but doubtlefie his purpo: c was there- 
; in to have fet up an Idol for himfelf in the hearts of the living. 
If Satan can get the heart,he is fafe: and fo is Sataiis Vicar. It 
was a watch-word in Pope Cjregorie the thirteenths time, in 
Queen Elizabeths daies, My fon give me thy heart ; 3 e in heart a 
Papift, and then go to Chnrch, dilTembie, do wltft ye will. 
Among the Heathens, when the bead was cut up foi (acrifice, the 
firft thing the Pried lookt upon was the heart: and if the heart 
was naught, the (acrifice was rejetfted. As among t r.e Jews Phi- 
lo obferveth that the heart, and the homes, or braines werene- 
ver offered with the ficrifices; for they are the fountames and 
(ecret cels, wherein lurks, and out of which flows all impiety. 
But what-ever was in the type, this is in the truth : As che heart 
is by nature, the Lord will have none of it: yet till the heart be 
renewed and given to the Lord,he will accept nothing can come 

from man. Efay 29.13, 8066.3. Ier.42.20. Of th: heart God 
feemes to fay to us, as lofeph did to his brethren concerning 
Benjamin, Gcnj 3.3. Ye (ball not fee my face withoutit.Jhc 
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heart is OatiVtsbedof ftices, Cant. 6.2. wherein be delights, Pfa , 
56.17. and for which he wifheth. Dent. 5.29. 0 that there were 
fuch an heart ficc. 

And let th'-ne eyes obferve my wales '] Look well to thy pattern 
fo fairely penfild out unto thee: take true (liches out of this per¬ 
fect fampler; take right ftrokes after this incomparable Copy. 

The Hebr.here hath it ,Let thine eyes run through my waies • get a 
full profpe&of them, and diligently perufethem.- Fix and feed 
thine epes upon the bed ob/edt®, an i reftraine them from gazing 
upon forbidden beautiesjeaft they prove to be windows of wic- 
ked-nede, and loopholes of luft. 

Verf 27. For an whore is a deep ditch] Fitly fo called, quod 
vullus neqtts modus neqtie finis Jit in amor e mere tricia , becaufe luft 
is boundlefl'e,bottom!e(Te. He is a perfect (lave that ferves a whore. 

See the Note on Prov, 22.14. 

Verf. 28. She alfo lyeth in wait] Terence calls harlots Cruces 
crumenimulgasjfordida pofcinummia^&c, bafe beg-pennyes, pick-, 
purfes, c re. See the Notes on (fhap. 7. 

And increafeth the tranfgrejfours among ft men] Nothing 

bath ever fo enriched hell as the whorifh woman. Vide ubi 

fuprd. 

Verf. 29. who hath Woe ? Who hath forroW .?] Whoredome is 
ufually ufheredin by drunkennefle. Eft Venus in vinis. Hence 
Revel. 17.4. the whore commeth forthwith a cup as with an 
inftrument fit for the fulfilling of her luftjeven as of old every one 
did openly bear in his hand at Rome the badge of that art that he 
profeffed. Salomon therefore having warned his yonker of whore¬ 
dom, fitly (hews him next the milcheife of drunkennefle j and 
this he doth by way of admiration or interrogation, that the 
drunkard may (will he nill he) fee as in a glade ,and fo abhorre 
his own abliirdities, miferies and mifeheifs. The bed that can 
come of drunkennefle is repentane, (that faired daughter of fo 
foule a mother)and that's not without its woe and alas, its for- 
row and rednefle of eyes with weeping for fin?But few drunkards 
are taken in that fault. 

who hath babling ] k great deal of final talk, telling all that’* 
within, 

(fondita cum verdx aperit pracordia Liber. Horat. 

When the Wine is in, the Wit is out. 

Who hath rednefle of eyes] Oculorumfujfufto , the Vulgar reads 
N n 2 
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- ~fuffo[fo. Drunkards have ufually red and rich faces, nafos inftar 

,avaccr. ccEtilis cancri, nofeslike a boyldlobfter; plenty of puftulds or 
a iiots as they call them. Briefely , drunkennefle, like ano¬ 
ther Africa , is never without fome new monfxr of mif- 

Ch yerf. 30. They that tarry long at thep.vinc'] Thefe men donot 
want time, but waftu it. Pliny if he were ali ve,would furely fay to 
iuth,as once he did to his Nephew, Potenu has boras run per didijfe. 
Thou mighteft have fpent thy time much better. How may thofe 
wine bibbers more juffcly lament thei- Ioffe, then good Bernard 
did, and lay each man for himfelf, Totumvits met tewptts perdidi , 
quia perdite vixi, 

Vef. 31. Looknot thou upon the wine J Many men dye of the 
wound in rhe eye. It is not unlawful to look; biv: becaufe of 
looking comes lulling, therefore lawes are to belaid upon our 
look?. VitiiJnobis in animum per ocnlos eft via , faith Quinti- 
l\an. If wee do not let in finne at the windov' of the eye 
or by the door of theeare , it cannot enter into out hearts. 

When it moveth it fclf arighQ When it fparkles and is Vinunt 
Cos (as they call the beft wine at r Paris and Lovain) that is Vi- 
Bee hive of Colons , Odor is, Saporis optimi , wine of the beft colour, fmeii 

RomC5 ffefaC 'and favour. 

Verf-3 7./ft the loft it biteth like a ferpenQ Loe luc h is the guilt 
of fin, fuch the end and effed of drunkennefle, torments he re,and 
tortures in hell. 

Verf. 34. Thine eyes ftsall beholdftrange women\ S.’e the Note 
on verf. 29. Venter aftuans mtro, (pumat in Itbidinen: , faith Hie* 

, row. A belly filled with wine foameth out filchiiefl'e. Wine 
AvyAntyd j s the milkj>f Venus, faith another. Drunkerinefle n: the gallery 

WmmmVc that lechery walketh through, faith a third. 
animosVeneri. Thine heart ftsall utter pervorfe things' ] Prepoftorr us,diftorted, 
Ovid. diflocatcd matters: follicitingthy neighbours wife 10 wickednes, 
or othetwife vomiting ouc that which God haccch.and godly men 
abhorre. 

Verify. Tea, thou ftsalt be m he 1 hy brain s (hall crow, 
and thou (halt be of Copernicus his opinion, that the earth i urns 
round. Thou (halt alfo be fearletfe of the greateft danger, and 
not refufe to fieep upon a mafte-pole, dance upon a whether- 
cock. &c. 

Yeifi 36+ They have ftricken me] A drunken man we Ay, takes 


animosVcneri, 

Ovid. 
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^hurt, feels nofmart, is turnd into a very flock, Tdionjfiw the 
Heracleot felt not needles thruft into his fat belly, Pliny men^ 
tioneth certain beares, that being found afleep, can not be wake¬ 
ned with the fharpeft prickles. Mathiolus reports of the aflfes of 
Hetrrria, that feeding upon hen-bane, they fall into iuc-h a dead Mathiol. In 
fleep that being taken for dead, they arc halfe hiledcd,erre they Diofcorid, 
ran be arowfed. Loe inch is the drunkards lethargyneither is 
he more inlenfible then feniual, and irrecoverable. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

Verf. i. Be not thou envjosss againft evill men] 

H Ebr. Men of evill, fuch as are fet upon fin, as are like Car# 

call a, (jut nihil cogitabat boni, quia id non didicer at ‘ quod ipfe 
Utebawr.fiwh Dio, who never thought of any good &c .Envy not 
f uc h an one his pomp , any more then we do a dead corps his 
flowers, and gayety. See chap. 23.17. ...... . 

Neither Sejire to be with thertQ That is, tobcmchc.reftace.fo 
thou mighteft be at their flay. This hath been the folly of fome of 
Gods people as David noteth, Ff.73.10. For the which they have 
afterwards befooled and bebeatted themfelves, as bee did. 

Verf.i.JV their heart fhtdjeth defiruOioiQ Greaty?«fe«.f they 
ate,wittily wicked: but they confult iharne and confufion to them 

“ tlMe'ir lips Ulk.ef>»ifcheife 2 The mifeheife that they machi- 
nate, budgeth and bliftercth out at their tongue ends. 
They arc even bigge with it , and noc well. till deli- 

Verf 2. Through wifedom is an houfebuilded] q.d. lie (hew 
thee a better proje<5l; wouldeft thou thrive and grow great? Ex- 
crcile godlindfe, wiCh not wickedneffe. See the Notes on chap. 

3 ' verf 7 I With all precious andpleafant riches'] Riches imply,, 
x Pil ot that which is precious and pkafanr. *P ropnety .they 
muftb/good things that are ourown : A nd hereunto oewnomu 
call prudence much conduceth. God beftowerh aboundance^oiv. 
the wicked « largitate only out of a generall providence . but 
N-n 3, u B 0Ql 
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~~~ up:n^ispeople ( that are good hul'bandse* promiffo : by vertue of 

this and the like promifes. 

Verf. 5. A wife man is ftrcng ] See the Note on Chap. 

21.2 2. 

Verf. 6. For by wife couufelQ Seethe Noteupo 1 chap, 20. 18. 
This Salujl delivers, as the fentence of thewifefl: Sigcs. ButSa* 

lomon faid it long before. 

Verf. 7. Wife dome is too hard for a fool J HeblV .. 00 high ; hlS 
pericranium comprehends it not, neither indeed can do. l Cor. 
2. 14. He puts off the ftudy of it, pretending the impoflibihty of 
reaching to it. 

Heopenethnot his mouthinthegate ~_ ] He were tn'i fools , u hee 
fbould, for whiles he holds his tongue, he is held v/ife. 

Verf. 8. Shall be called a mifeheivotss perfon'] Hei r. tA majler 
nvri- 0 f fnfull muftngs, an Artift at any evil, Jofephiu- faith of Ant ip. i* 
t 1 **' ter, that his courfe of life might fitly be called <2 My fiery ofmifi 

cheife, qua altijfimas egerat radices, &C. 

Verf. p. The thought offoolijbnefje is fin\ The fciiooles do Well 
oMcrve that outward fins ar cmajoris infantU of gi eater infamy,- 
but inward heart-fins are majorisreatus of greater guilt,aswe fee 
in devils. See the Note on chap. 14.22. 

And the fcorner is an abomination to men~\ Witneue Juian, 
Lucian, Prophyry, Julius Scaliger, that proud Hypercritick (qui 
neminempra ft duxit hominem) Laurentius Valla who jearedar. 
all other Logicians 3 and extolled his own Logike a > the only bed, 
calling it Logicam Laurentinam. 

Trichcm. Jupiter hunc cocli dignatus honors faijfet, 

(fenforem lingua fed timet ipjefua. 

Eut what an odious fcorner was Jguintimu the. Libertine, of 
whom Calvin comp'aines, that he fcoffed at every c ne of the holy 
Apofiles? Paul he called a broken vefTel, John a foolifh youth, 
Calv Inftr Teter a dcn y cr of God > Matthew an ufurer. An quomodo Ule 
Advert.Libert . feetoris gtirges putido ore fuo blafphtmare audebat ! faith Calvin, 
cap. p.’ See how this (linking elf durfl bark and blafpheme theSaints. 

The bafeft can mock; as the abjedsdid DavidfPfal. 35.15. and 
Tobiahihe fervant did Chap. 2.10. ^corners arethe 

moftbafefpiri s. The Septuagint call them Te/ls, Ffal, 1. J.< n ’ 
corrigible, Prov.'io.i, proud perlons.c^jp* 3 * 34 * naught*fw* 


,p. 12.&C. 

Verf. 10. Jf thou faint in the day of adverfitf\ Afflictions try 

what 
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iv hat fap we have : as hard weather tryes what health. Withe- 
red -leaves fall off in a wind: rotten boughs break when weight 
is laid on them, fo do earthen vcflels when fet empty to the fire. 

As is the man, fo is his Jlrength, faid they to Gideon, lofephs bowe 

abode in ftrength (though the Archers lorely grieved him and 1 
(hot at him, and hated him jand the armes of his hand were made 
flrong by the hands of the mighty GOD of Jacob. See. gen. 49. 

Verf. I r. Jfthou for bear e to deliver them, ZjrcfJ That is, that 
are wrongfully butchered. Here, not to fave a man (if it be in 
our power) is to deftroy him, Autarky 3.4. lob brake thejawes 
ofthewicked, and plucked the prey out of his teeth. The people cIia P 
refeued lonathan, and Ebedmelech Jeremy. Henry 8. delivered Aft. and Mon. 
his Queen Katherine ;and King Philip with his Spaniards kept the foI ‘ i8 ?9* 
Lady Elizabeth from the cruel mercies of Steven Gardiner, who 
had defigned them to deftrudtionj Sir George Blage , one of King 
Henry the eighths Privy* chamber,) being condemned for an He- 
retique, was yet pardoned by the King. He coming afterwards 
to the Kings pretence, Ah my Pig, faith the King, (for fo he was 
wont to call him)yea,faid he, if yonr Majefty had not been better 
to me then your Bi(hops were, your pig had been roafted ere Aft. &Mon* 
this time. But what a bloody mind bore Harps field, Arch-Deacon foi. it jj. 
of Canterbury, who being at London when Q_ueen Mary lay a 
dying, made all poft-hafte home to difpatch thole whom he had 1,1 z * 
then in cruel cuflody. 

Verf. 1 7. Jfthou fajefi behold we know it not , &C.J As no WOO 1 
is fo courfe, but will take fome colour jfo there is no finne fo 
foulebut will admit of fome excufe. Ignorance is commonly 
pleaded; we know not this mans cafe, the lufticeo^hiscaufe, the 
means of his refeue, dec. But be not deceived,God is not mocked. . • 

They that would mock him impoflurumfaciunt & patientur, cozen 
themfelves, as the Emperour faid of him that fold glaffle for 
Pearle. Deo obfeura clarent, mutarefpondent, filentiumconfitetur. Ifidor. 

Gods eyes behold, his eye-lids try the children of metl * 1T ., 
The former points out his knowledge, the latter his critical " “ / ' 
defcant. 

Doth not he that pondereth the heart confider No man needs 
_a window in his bread, (as the Heathen A fomus wifhed) for 
God to look in at; for every man before God is all window, 
i^. 34, 22. and his eyes are as a framing fire, Rev. 1.14. that; 

need 
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’ i^JmToutward light, that (ee ««»•* mittendob y Tending out a- 

-ray &c. that fee thorough that tranfparent body, the world, cal. 
,lcd (t fca olaffe l Rev. 4 - ^ 

Yerf. 13. My fonne,eat thou honey became tt u goody Pro¬ 
fitable and p’leafant, wholefome and toothfome. So and much 
more then fo is divine knowledge, ‘Tlutarch tel< of Eudoxus, 
that he would be willing to be burnt up by the Sun prefently, fo 
he might be admitted to come fo near it, as to learn the nature of 
it. How fweet muft it needs be then to know Ginft and him 
.crucified,&c. fweeter it was to David, then live-hony dropping 
from the combe, Pfal. 19. io- and 119.10J. The teleeving ile- 
brews knew within them fe Ives, that there Ibould be 1 reward, and 
that their expedition (houSd not be cut off,tf<^.lo. 34 They drew 
the circumference of Gods promifes to the center of their hearts, 
and lo living by faith, they had the fweet-meats cf thefeaftofa 
good conference, as Matter Latimer hath it: they tailed of that 
honey the fweetneffe whereof none can find by any difcourle 
(how elegant foever) fo well as by eating of it, as Augufiae 
jfoeakettu — , 

Verf, 15. Lay not Wait O Wicked man, & e, J 01 

Plut,wy'3w> as that Heathen fs.id, God dveels with the righteous, moleft turn 
Ittrot ri?*>V’ not therefore, be^C not up his quarters, The Scytt ians, (faith he 
in Plutarch ) though they have no mufick or vines amongft them, 
yet they have Gods. So whatever the Saints want they want not 

Gods gracious prefence with them. And if wicked men had but 
fo much knowledge of God, as Pilates wife had in a dream, they 
would take heed of having any thing to dp with thefe juft 

men. 

Vei'f id. Tor ajujl man feilleth[even times} 1. e often. Seven 
times a day, as the vulgar and many ofthe Fathers read it, who 
alfo undefrfhnd this text of falling into fin, and riling again by re¬ 
pentance. but the oppofition carryes it to the otf er fenle, ot fal¬ 
ling into trouble. And the nextverfe fpeafoas mjch, Rejoyccmt 
when thine enemy falleth,& c. Gods Saints are bo and to rejoycc 
when they fall into divers temptations, lam. r. a. What though 
they fall into them ? not goinftep by ftep, but be precipitated, 
plunged over head and ears. Say they fall not int 0 one but many 
erodes, (as they feldome comefingle, but like fobs mefiengers 
,1am. 1.1. <?nc at the heels of another) yet be exceeding glai, (faith the A- 
poftlc) as a Merchant is to fee his fhips coir e laden in. For 
4 though 
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though yec fall yee (hall arife; and though yee fit in darkne fie, 
the Lord (hall give yon light, Mic,j. 8. 

But the wicked /ballfall into mij chief} i. c. into remedileflemi- 
fery. Non furget hie ajfliftio,Nahumi. 9. Astheyfhall have an 
evil!, an only evill without mixture of mercy, Ezek.- 7. y. fo they 
fhall totally and finally beconfumed at once. If Mordecai be of 
the feed of the Jews, before whom Human hath begun to fall, he 
(hall tall to fomepurpofe, Efih. 6. 13. AIew‘may fall before a 
Perfian, and get up and prevaile. But if a Perfian or other Perfe- 
cutour begin to fall before a lew, he can neither ftay nor rife. 

There is an invifible hand of Omnipotency that ftrikes in for his 
own, and confounds their oppofites. 

Verf. 17. Rejoycenot When thine enemy falleth} Ifthoudofl 1 
its a fure figne of divelifh hatred, being the devils 

difeafe) what good-will, innocency, orignofcency loever thou 
makeft (Lew off. Job cleareth himfelf of this fault, job. 31.24* 
and fo doth ‘David notably, pfal. 35. 13, 14 See his pra&ife. 

2 Sam. 1.11,12. C 4 « r wept when Pompey ‘s head was prefenced 
to him, and (aid Vittoriam voluiynon vindittam. See the notes on 
Mat. 5.44. and on Rom. 12.19. 

Verf. 18. Left the Lord fee if} viz.. Thy pride and cruelty, as 
he will; for he is o\o$Qd.r(j.os Ali-eye and e#* 0»f Ir.S'im 
if he fee, he will kindle and turn the wheele upon thee, as he 
threatned to doe upon Sdom for looking with liking upon lfraels 
calamity. For prevention here, think thus with thy ielf; Either I 
am like mine enemy, or elfe I am better or worfe then he. If 
like him, why may not I look for the like mifery? If better, who Ezet. ■ 
made me to differ ? If worfe, what reafon then have I to in- Obad. ijJ 
fult ? 

Verf. 15?. Fret not thy felf becaufe of evill men} We are won¬ 
drous apt to be fick of the Fret; hence fo many precepts to this 
purpofe.Seef^//v. 25.17. and 24 1. 

Verf 20. For there fhall be no reWard} He fhall luffer both 
paine of lo(fe , and pain offenfe, which whether is the more grie¬ 
vous is hard to determine. Sure it is, that the tears of hell are 
not fufficient to bewaile the Ioffe ofheaven: their worme of grief 
gnaws as painfully as their fire burns. Depart from me yee curfed t 
founds as harfh in their ears, as that which follows, into everlafi^ 
ing flames. ' , 

Verf. 2i, My fonne,feare the Lord and the King} Who would 
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| l*ral.76«M> not fcatc thee O Kin^ of nations? for unto thee doth it apper- 
| ' tain, hr. 10.7. God is the prime and proper objed offeare. 

Whence by an Appellativeproper, he is called Feare by the Pf'al- 
mift. The Greeks call him ®&fqnaji Asi>? (as fomt think) from 
the feare that is d ue to him. Princes alfo mart be ft ared and ho¬ 
noured. 1 Pet. 7. 17. as thofe that are inverted with Gods Autho¬ 
rity, and intrnrted with the adminirtration of hisKingdomeup. 
on earth, by the exercife of vindidive and remunerative luftice. 
And whiles they be juft, ruling in the feare of God, 2 Sam 73.3. 
and commanding things confonant to the word anc will of God, 
they muft be obeyed for confcience fake, Rom. 13. 3. otherwiie 
not. See the note on Ads 4.19. 

Andmeddle not with them that are given to change] i, e. with 
feditious fpirits that affett and effed alterations, lawlefle perfons 
(as Saint Paul cals them J Male-contents, to whom <Zu to wetfiv 
-Ui^poifoi. the prefent government is ever grievous, as Taucydides no- 
teth. Such were Kore and hiscomplices; Abfalon, Sheba, the 
ten tribes that cryed Alieva jugum, Eafe our yoke ; and before 
them, thofe in Samuels time that cryed. Nay but ve will have a 
King. Nov at ta hath ftill too many followers, o: r whom Saint 
Cyprian, under whom he lived, thus teftifieth, Novatus rerum 
no var um femper cupidut, arrogantid inflattu, that ho was an arro¬ 
gant innovatour. Thefe turbulent fpirirs prove oft the pefts and 
boutefeaus of the State they live in : and it is dangerous having to 
deal with them. 


Verf 12.For their calamity /ball rife fuddenly]VJhtr\ they think 
they have made all cock-fure:Had Zimri peace that killed his ma- 
ftetr'Had Abfolom,Sheba, Khodulphw DuKe of Suevia, Sanders,Sto- 
... *hParry, Campian, the powder-plotters, Ravilliac,&c?Knnte the 
fi r ft Danique King cauled the falie Edrics head (tha:: had been his 
Agent) tobefet upon the higheft part of the tower of London: 
therein performing his promife of advancing him above any Lord 
in the Land. James the firft. King of Scots was mu-rthered in 
Perth by Walter Earle of tsfthol, in hope to attai i the Crown. 
Crowned indeed he was, but not as his witches and forcerers had 
ambiguoufly iufinuated, with the Crown of that Realme, but 
Speed, Chron. with a Crown of red-hot iron, clapt upon his head : being one 
of the tortures wherewithhe ended at once his wicked days and 
defires. 
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And who knoweth the mine of them both 1 e - That both God 
and the King will inflid upon the rebels; Or of them both, *. e. 
both oftheKing if a Tyrant, and of thofe that fedittoully move 

aS Verf h ^ Thefe things alfo belong to the wife] As fubjeds 
muft know their duties/fo Magnates theirs : neither may they 
hold themfelves too wife to learn. God can lend even a Salomon 
tofchooletotheraven,tothepifmire, yea to the lilies of the 
field ; as being able to teach the wifeft man by the weakeft crea- 

^Itisnotzood to haverefped of Perfons] Heb. to know faces, to 

regard notfo much the matter as the man, to hear Perfons Ipeak 
an! not caules, to judge not according to truth and equity, but 
according to opinion and appearance, to feare or favour. This 
cannot be good"lawful or fafe, Job 13.10 or 

thoroughly) reprove you, (not verbally pniy hue Penally «>o) ^ 
you ferret lyaccept Perfons. Of Trajan it is laid that he neither 
feared^nor hated any man; but that he heard the caufes ofhis 
fubjeds without predicate impiety judiciounyexarainedthem 
without finifter obliquity,andfincerely judged them without un- 

,hcwlec»f D Hebr.r^y 

<kZ s h, wich their evill wifl.es for tocniUTencent:he Ml be 

generally hated, and let agamft, as was Herod, PUate , Feftui, 

*^™rf% C ‘ But to them that rebuke him /ball ^ ^light ] Thofe 
judoes that feprove and punifh the wicked rtiall(befiJes the Euge 
J of a good confcience, which is far better then tbe wor ds P ,«- 
dite ) delight themfelvesin the Lord, and retgne m the aftedions 
of allnoodmen ; who (hall eftfoonesalfo Uy,Qods blefftngbe 0* 
fXfood Judges heart, for he faveth the mnocen^nd pumftieth 
the wicked, c 4 . As he hath done worthily in Ephrata, fo he 
Hull be famous in Bethlehem. V* ^n^That W * Shall 

Va f 26. Every man/ball kift h» Bp* ] That is, bhaU 

vui.20. > JJ A) i c ^ e p e0 pie ihall kiffe at 

do him honour, as G^.41.40, pi r r ^ , 

thy mouth, faich 'Pharaoh to lofeph : a 
when he annointed him King, 1 Sam. io«t . kjjf f '» 
D. w id, Pfal. 2 M . Thacis, give unco him the honour due unto 

hi Ve”;%. ‘Prepare tty mrk. without &c. 1 God would have 
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o all his to be not good men only, but good husbands too; to 
Lib. 18. cap. 1 or( j er their affaires with difcretion, and to take their.fitceft op¬ 
portunities for dil'patch of houfhould bufinefles. Pliny hath a 
faying to likefenfe with this, ay£dificandum,(i\th he. conpoagro, 
& tunc (jtiocjue cunftanter, Let building alone til thy f eld be tilled* 
vined, planted,e-rc. 

Verf. 2 8. Be not a Vpitnctfe againfi thy neighbour IV Ithout caufe] 
That is, Without <1 calling, being not thereunto recuired : for 
this would fpcak thee lpiteful, rafli, and revengefull, as in the 
next verfe. 

cAnd deceive not with thy lips ] When called tob f a witneffe, 
aw yfooifxh lpeak thy mind fimply and plainly, without preface or paffiL 
<** ** vd&v. en , without varniih of fine words, whereby to miflead the 
Judge, or deceive the Jurors,to bolfter out a bad cau!'e,or outface 
agood. 

Verf. 2p. Say not, I will do fo to him, at he had done to me'] 
Nothing is more natural then revenge of wrongs : and the 
world appioves it as right temper, true touch. As, to put up 
wrongs is held cowardife, and unmanlinefle: But wihave not fo 
learned Chrift. Nay,thofe that never heard of Chriflhave fpoken 
much againft this vindictive difpofition^ee the Note on ch. 20,22. 
and on Mat. 5.35?. Rom. 12.17.. 

I Will render tot the man according to his works] But is not 
that Gods office l And will you needs leap into his chaire,wring 
the fword out of his hand .? or at leaft, will you be a Pope in 
your own caufe, depofe thcMagiftrate, or appeale from him to 
yourfelf ? What Lucifetian pride is this ? Nemo ie impure la- 
ceffit > Is not God the God of recompences ? 

Verf. 30. 1 by the fieldof the jlothfnl] Not purpofely to 
fpy faults ( for Nemo curiofus cyuin malevolus ) but my bufinelfe 
lay that way, and I was willing to make the bell of every thing 
that came before me. 

Bj the vineyard of the, man void of undemanding *] Hebr. That 
had no heart, that is, that made no ufe of it, that was no lEgre* 
gie cordatw homo , as one deferibes a wife man. 

Veri. 31. Andloe it allgro^n over with thorn ts] So is the 
fpiritual fluggards foule with lufts and fins, under the which lur- 
keth that old ferpenr. 

Verf.3 2. Then l faro and confidered it tv ell] I mad : my beft ufe 

of itformine owainffrudlion. A , Bee can fuck h jney out of a 

flower; 
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flower, which a fly cannot do. So a fpiritual mind can extracfl. 
poodout of every objed and occurrence; even out of other mens 
faults and follies, he can gather grapes of thorues and figs of 
thiftles, as here. Well therefore may grace be called the divine 
Nature iTet.i. 4. for as God draws light out of darknefle, 
good out of evill,(^c. fo doth grace,, by an heavenly kind of Ah- 

chvmy, as I may fo fay. .... ., . . 

And received infirudion ] Exemplo altenus ejmfapa, dlefapit. 
the worfe others are,the better Ihould we be j getting as far off 
from the wicked as we can in our daily, praftice, and faving our 
felves from this untoward generation. . , , 

Verf 33. Yet a little pep] Mercer makes this to be die let 
fon chat the Wife-man both learnt himfelf, and alfo laies before 
others • viz. to be concent with a litt'e fleep, to be up and at it 
betimes, &c. that the beggar catch us not.But I rather incline to- 
thofe that think, chat he here brings in thefluggard pleading for 
his floth • and by an elegant Mimefit imitates and perfonates him, 
faying as he uledto do, little more pep, a. lutlemore pm* 
berje. A little, and yetpepesp the plural. A little he would 
have, but a little will noderve histume. See the Note on chap. 

Vert? 4 . So fhallthj poverty come] Swiftly and irrefiftibly. 
Seneca cals floth the nurfe of beggery, the mother of rrufe- 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Verf. 1. Thefe alfo are T rover hs ofSa\omon,wjth the,,me] 

Q ch i s \‘ is r vlneyaT F 

Ofand Proverbs, (i Km lA 3 t.)andthefeimenofH*«W.that 

keptfandyet communicated) the fruK thereof, their Prima fcijucn-- 

dred Cant 8 p It is good for men to be doing what they are tern i, onc ft uni 
able for the glory of God and good of others.; If it be but to c (li„ fccundis 
copy out another man's works, and prepare rt for the Prefle: 

Them that any way honour God he will honour. that 1 a Orat. 

gain of his own making, and we may truftto it. 

Verf, 2. It is the glory of God to concealer thing] That what 3 - 

we conceive not, we may admire {mirari nonnman ) and cry1 .. 
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hpaul, 0 the depth! as the. Romans dedicsted to th»ic 
Goddeffe Vi&oria a certaine lake, the depth wherec f they could 
not dive into. God is much to be magnified for what he hath 
revealed unto his people in the holy Scriptures, for theireternai 
good. But thofe unfeatchable fecrets of his, ( fuch < s are the uni¬ 
on of three Perfons into one nature,and of two natures into one 
Perfon, his wonderful Decrees, andthenolefle wonderful exe¬ 
cution thereof, &c) thefe make exceeding much to the glory of 
his infinite wifdome and furpafifing greatneffe j in fpeakiog where¬ 
of QWCfafef eloquence u our filencc, fith t ant urn ret edit quantum 
“tot. capitWy faith Naziannen, much like that poole poken of by 
Poljcritus, which in compafleat che firft, fcarce feemed to exceed 
the breadth of a fhield; but if any went in to waih, it extended 
itfelfe more and more. 

:)hlQ l6 ‘Sm the honour of Kings to fearch out a matter j As Salomon 
' did that of che two harlots, 1 Kings, 3 .There are tf at divide this 
Book of Proverbs into three parts. In the nine iirft Chapters 
things of a lower nature and fit forinftruftion of youth are fet 
down anddeferibed. Next, form thence to this 25. Chapter the 
Wife-mandifeourfeth of all forts of virtues and vices, futableto 
all forts of People, Laftly, From this Chapter to the end he 
.treateth(for the moft part) of higher matters, as of King-craft, 
and Scate-bufineffe. 

Verf.3. The heavonfor height &c] It is a wond ;r that we can 
look up to fo admirable an heighc, and that the v:r> eye is not 
tired in the way. If this afeending line could be dr iwn right for¬ 
wards, foiRe that have calculatedcurioufly have four d it 'yoo years 
journey to the ftarry sky .Other Mathematicians fa$ ,that if a tione 
fliould fal from the 8 th Sphere and (hould paffet very hour ico 
miles, it Would be 654'. or more before it would come to ground. 
L.,e.r»c civlf I fuppoie there is as little credit to be given to chef?, as to Arams 
)d. 1. 16. t he Aftrologer, who boafted that he had found oun and fee down 
the whole number of rhe ftars in heaven ; oris to Archimedes the 
Mathematician, that faid that he could by his Art :aft up the juft 
number of all chefandsbothin the habitable and inhabitable parts 
pi i is.Phil-.-of the world. 

3 P : >* And the earth for depth ] From the furface to tb e center, how 

far it is cannot be known exa&ly: as neither whether hell be 
there ; but that it is fome where below may be gathered from 
itoM4.ll. and Other places; Vbiftfentient, qt-.i curioft its qttx- 
run t. And 
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~~And the heart of Kings is unbankable] Trofundttm fine fundo. 

God save Salomon a large heart, even as the fand that is on the 
fta-fhore, 1 Kings 4.2P. A vaft capacity, an extraordinary judg- 
' * and wifdome to referve himfelf. No bad caufe was too 
wd for him to deteft, no praftices which he did not fmell out, 
no compiotter which he did not fpeedily intrap in their wiles, as 

^Ver?4. Take amy the drojfefrom the fiver]. The holy Pro¬ 
mts were not only moft exaffly feenin the peerekffe skft of 
Divinity, but moft exquifitely alfo furnifhed with the entire 
knowledge of all things natural. Hence their many Simhcs 
therewith they learnedly beautifie their matter, and deckle 
theirterms, wordsand fentences; giving thereunto a certaine 
kind of lively gefture, attiring the fame with hght, perfpicuity„ 
eafmefi'e, eftimation, and dignity : ftirring up thereby mens 

drowfie minds to the acknowledgement of the truth, and pur- 

^ Verf?*. Take away the wicked 3 Who are compared elfewbere 
alfotodroffc, £^.22.19. and fitly : for as 4 rdfe *s akmdof 
Hnprofitable earth, and hath no good mettal m it:: fo tn the 
Wicked is no good to be found but pnde, woridlmefle,tfr. For- 
btfber in his voyage to difeover the Straits, bemcr toflfcd up and 
down with foule weather, fnowes, and unconftant winds* re¬ 
amed home,having gathered a great quantity of ftones, which 
he thought to be mineralsfrom which when there could be 
j r „ un neither eold nor Giver, nor any other mettal, we have 
ieenthem f faich^Mafter [amien ) call forth to mend the high CamJ-EWat... 
waies. Evill Connfellours about a Prince are means of a great f°l 
deale ofmifchiefe, as were Dmj, Hamm, Rcmbofnt miHe- 
,Wa flatterers, Tbtra.b, Sorcerers, &c. Of a certaine Prince of 
G. it was fa.d, £/« MimtpudtUos ; He would be 
another man if he were but amongft otner men. Say they'be 
not lb droffie, but that feme good oare rs to be foundin them, 
yet all is not good that hath fome good in it. It 15 Scahgers 
Note, Malum non eft nifiin barn. The^ongmal nature of the 
devill is good, wherein all his wickednefle fubfifteth. When one 
Highly commendeth the Cardinal Julian to Stgifmund ,. he.an- 
fwered, Tamen Romamu eft, yet hcisaRoman, and therefore 
not to be ttufted.. Thofe Cardinals and Popifta fil(ll 0 P 5 . 
much about Princes,have greatly unpoifoned them, and hmde- 
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' ^4 the Reformation, luinglim fitly compares them to that 

wakefull dragon that kept the golden fleece, as the Poets have 
fained. They get the royalty of their eare, and then do with 
them whatfoever they lift. David therefore vows, as a good 
finer, to quit the Court of fuchdroffe, Pfal. 101.4. and gives or. 
der upon his death-bed to his Son Salomon to take out of the way 
thole men of bloud. 1 Kings 1. that his throne might be etla- 
blifhed in righreoufnefie. 

, Verf. 6 . Put not fonh thy felf in the prefence of the King"] 
Note ornei coram rege. Compare nor, vye no; with him in 
apparel, furniture, houfe-keeping, &c. as the Hebrews fenfe 
it. This was the ruine of Cardinal Wolfey, and of Vifcount Vc« 
rulam■ 

‘ tAnd ft and not in the place of great men 3 Exalt not thy felr,but 

wait till God (hall reach out the hand from heaver and raife thee, 
P/ii/.75.5,6,7,8. tAdonijah is branded for this, :hat he exalted 
himfelf, faying, 1 will be King, i Kings 1.5. When none elfe 
would lift Hildebrand up into Peters Chaire, he gat up himfelf; 
for who (fiidhe) can better judge of my wor:h then lean? 

*1 lib 0 Harden thy forehead (Taid Calvus to Vatinius ) and fay boldly 
* ' that thou deferveft the Prstorfhip better then Cato. Ambition 
P ‘ * rides withqut raincs, as Tullia did over the dead body of her 
own father, to be made a Queen. See my coramo 1 place of Am¬ 
bition, 

VerC 7- For better it is that it be faid unto tnee~\ From this 
Text our Saviour takes that parable of his put foi th to thofc that 
were bidden to a feaft, Lui 14. 10. Now, if before an earthly 
Prince men (hould carry rhcmfelves thus modeftly and humbly, 
how much more before the King of heaven ? And if among 
guefts at a feaft, how much more among the Saints and Angels 
m the holy aflemblies.? That is an excellent faying of ‘Bernard, 
Omnino oportet nos orationis tempore curiam’intrare caeleftem, in 
qua Rex regum flellato fedet folio, circumdante inn timer abili & 
ineffabili beatorum fpirituttm exercitti. Quanta e go ctmreveren • 
Bcra-dc diveif. tia, quanto timore, quanta iiluc humilitate accede, w c debet e paltide 
fua procedcns cF repens vilis ranunculal At praye -time wc (hould 
enter into the Court of heaven, where (uteth the King of kings 
with a guard of innumerable bleffed Spirits. With how great 
reverence then, with how great feare and felf-abailment (hould 
we come, like fo many vile vermine creeping an i crawling out of 
fome forrypoole or puddle? And 
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“Tec {^rGoVotforthhafiily to flrive ] Contention is the daugh- 
ter of Arropance and Ambition .ftamA- i. Hen ct Salomon (whofe 
verv name imports peace ) periwades to peaceablene'fte very ofc 
in this Book ; and fets forth the mifehief of ftrife and diflention. 

Stir not ftrift*((aith he ) bi:t makehafte to flint it, (fo the words 
mayberendred) you may do that in your hafte that you may 
repent by leafure, Bafty men, we fay, never want \X>oe. If every 
man were a law to himfelf (as the T hracians are Paid to be > there dv70u1y.oi.HC: 
would not be fo much lawing, warbling and warring asthereis. ro j oti 
There is a curfe upon thofe that delight in War, (as King Tyrrhtts 
•' !; d) Pfd.6% 30, but a bltfling tor all the children of peace, 
who fliallalfo be called the children of God, Mat, 5. 

Paul and Barnabas had aftyarp.but flort ft of falling out, AEl.t 5. 

39< Hierome and Auftin had their bickerings in their deputati¬ 
ons, but it was no great matter who gained the day ; for they 
would both win by undemanding their errours. 

When thy neiahbottr hath put thee to flame That is, when thine 
Adverfary hath^got the upper hand and (oiled thee. Thofe are 
ignoble quarrels,laith one, vine ere inglorium eft, attenfordi- 
dttm; wherein whether a man get the better or the worfe, he 
is lure to goe by the worfe, to lie down with loflein his name, 
ftate, or both. 

Verf. 9. ‘Debate thy catife with thy neighbour, See J What 
(hall I do then (may fome fay) if 1 may not right my fell by law? 

You may, faith he, lb you do it deliberately: and have firft pri¬ 
vately debated Lhecaufe out of defire of agreement, and moved 
fora compremife, See Mat.18. 

Anddilcovcr not the fecret of another] Meerly to be revenged 
on him for loir fuppofed injury. There are that in their rage 
care not what they diftlofe to the prejudice of another. Chancy 
char-eth the contrary, 1 Cor. 13. It claps a planter on the lore, 
and then covers ic with her hand, as Chiairgtons ufe to do, that 

the world may be never the wifer. 

Verf. 1 o. Left he that heareth it put thee to flame j Repute thee 
and report thee an evil conditioned fellow, a backbiter and a 
tale bearer, one not fit to be trufted with tecrets^c. True it is, 
that deareft friends are in fome cates to beaccufed and complained 
of to thofe that may do good upon the m; as 'foi eph brought his 
brethrens evil report to his father, and as the houlhuld of Chloe 
told Paul of the Corinthian contentions. Bat this mult be done 
Pp wifely 
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wifely and regularly, with due obfervationofciraimftances, as 
Salomon elegantly lets forth in the following Proverb. 

Verf. 11. Aorord fitly fpoken] Hebr. fpoken upon his wheels, 
that is, rightly ordered and circumftantiaced : fpoken with a 
grace and in due place. It is an excellent skill to be tble to time a 
word,. If a. yo. 4. co fet it upon the wheels, as her. 1 . How good 
are Inch words. < Trov.i%. 23. how forcible ? Job 6. 25, How 
pleafanc? even like apples of gold in pictures, or lattices offil- 
ver, not only precious for matter, Ecclef, 12. 10. out deleftable 
for order, as gold put in a cafe of filver cur-work. 

Verf. 1 2. <ts4s an ear-ring of gold, G rc, ]] Vt ina iris attrea Or. 
A feafonableword falling upon a tra&abie ear, bai.h a redoubled 
grace wichit; as an ear-ring of gold, and as an ornament of fine 
gold,or as a diamond in a diadem. Ic is an hard and bappie thing 
to fnfer the words of exhortation, to digeft a reproc f, to fay with 
David, Let the righteous finite me &c. to be of (Je.fons dilpofiti- 
on, of whom it is recorded , that he rejoyced in nothing more, 

' 'Serf fi ^ ali quo fiat erne dr charitative redarguere >ur, then if he 

were friendly and freely reproved by any one. E /ery vice doth 
now go armed : touch ic never io gently , yet like the nettle, it 
will fting you. If you deal with ic roughly and roundly, it fwag- 
gereth as the Hebrew did with Mofes , who made thee a man of 
authority, err. Exod. 2.14. Ear-rings and ornaments are ill be* 
flowed upon fuch uncircumcifedeares. 

Verf. 131 trfs the cold offnow in the timeofhar-jefi] Harveft 
men, of all men, bear theheatoftheday : being fit from fhade 
orfhelter, far from fprings of water, parched and fcorched with 
heat and drought, in thofe hotter councrycs efpeci illy. Now as 
the cold of fnow or ice (which in thofe countryes tl ey kept under 
ground all the year about, to mix with their wines) would be 
moft welcome to fuch, fo is a trufty and fpeedy myftenger -• for 
by his good newes he greatly reviveththe longing and langui- 
filing minds of thofe that fenchim ; who during the time of his 
abfence, through fear and doubt, were almoft half dead, This is 
much more true of Gods faithful meflengers, fib 33.23. whofe 
very feet are therefore beautiful, andmeflage mo fl comfortable 
to thofe chat labour and languifh under the fenfe of fin and fear of 


mam. . , r 

Verf.14. who fiboafleth himfilf of afalfegift] As Ptolowy lir- 
named bwuv, from hisfaire promiies,llack performances: As 
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florins the Roman, that fed his creditors and dun's with fair 
words, but did nothing for them, (Palliates dives ^lUbetzfepo^ 
tell) As that Pope and his Nephew, of whom it is recorded, that 
the one neyer fpake as he thought the other never performed 

what he fpake. Laftly, as the devil who promifed Chnfi, rxeefa Maub 4 . 

inexcelfis , mountains on a mountain-, andfaid, All this mill 

oive thee, when as that All, was juft nothing, more then a ftiew 

a reprefentation, afemblance ; or if it had been fomethm|, yet ic 

was not his to give: for theearch is the Lords and the fulnefle ■ 

thereof. Phyficians call their drugs bfowgfni widyetm pay 

dm foahem. Apothecaryes fee fair titles upon then: boxes, and » 

eallv-pocs, but there is many times almdm tttuh, almdmpyxtde, 

Solhing bit a bare title. Such are yaine boaftets, pompous 

Preachers, painted hypocrites, Popilh Prieftsr foch as "was 

litis that fold indulgences in Germany ,and Thole other MafTe- , 

mongers in Gerfons time, that preached pub likely to the people, 

that ifany man would hear a Mafle, he foould noton thardayhe 

fmitten iich blindneffe, nor dye a fuddain death, nor want Ifuffi- 
cknt fuftcnance &c. Thefe were clouds without ram that anfwer 

11 °Verf a ^lone forbearing is a prince perfivM ] If he fee not 

, _'n^ uic ,»frarh mav be appealed, and his mtnde altered. 

Ournl-vr'chc third gave comnundement for the apprehending 
rrr , J jrv & p,rle of Kent • who havmg hidden notice 
of Hubert dc Vtrn , Earle o X ^ ^ C ? huich in 

Theyfo «h m om the bolineffe was committed,Boding hmrupcm his 
a erode m the ot ’ R G f l on fa n taking chisto bea j 

ssSirsi sz,s _ wm 

M, x ^s zt r, I 

in rtmdim cjl HUaio ; And tmt of the Poet, 
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Hebrsei po- 
unt rarum 


Prince ii appeafed that i?, when he leeth th3t he is not oppofed 
that his Subjeds repine not, rebel not againft him. ^noid cour¬ 
tier of Nero's being asked how he had efcapcd chat ly ons month ) 
anfwered , Injuries, ferendo, Cr gratias agendo m 3 By caking fhrevvd 
turnes, and being thankful- 

usifofttonguebreakeththebones~\ Though ft be flefih and no 
bones, yet it breaketh che boneschac is, ttout and fterne fpirits, 
that otherwife would not yeeld. Thus gideon broke the rage of 
the Ephraimites , fadg, 8. i. &c. and Abigail Davids .by her hum¬ 
ble and dutiful oration, i Sam. 25. See the Note on/W/. t j. u 

Verf. i<?« Haft shots found honey ? eat fo much as is fttjpciettt~\ 
i.e. Be moderate in the ufe of all lawful comforts and content¬ 
ments A'srxvruv ;<j a'zrAwrpoyiij faith the Oratour, for :hcre js a fa- 
tiety of all things - } and by exceffe the fweeteft com forts will be 
. diffweetned ; as EpiUetm alfo obferved. It is therefore excellent 
counfel that the holy Apoftle giveth, 1 Cor. 7. 2?. cha ■: thofe that 
have wives be as if they had none &c. that we hang loofe to all 
creature comforts, and be weanedly affe&ed towards them : 
confidering that LicitU perimns omnes, We generally moft of 
all over*fhoot our lelves in the ufe of things lawfulas thofe re- 
cufant guefts did, Matth . 22. and the old world, Luke 17 
. 27. '' 

Verf. 17. Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbours noufe'J This 
is an honey that thou mayeft furfeit on, therefore make thy foot 
precious or rare (fo the Original hath it ) at thy neighbours houfe, 

by too-oft frequenting whereof thou mayft become cheap, nay 
burdenfome. At firft thou mayft be Oreach (as the Hebrew Pro¬ 
verb hath it) 1. e. welcome as a Traveller that Hays for a day. At 
length thou wilt be Toreach, a charge*a burden. And hilly by 
-long tarrying thou (hale be ‘Borcach an ouc call, hunted out of 
houfe, that thou hall fo immodeftly haunted, 'tisa very great 
fault among many, (faith one 5/ )that whenmey havefaund a kind 
and fweet friend/hey care not how they ovcr-la^ him,or abufe his 
courtefie. But as we lay in our common Proverb, ic i; 110c oood 
to rake too much of a frank liorfe. 

Vcrl, 18. Js a maule , and a fword , and a /harp arrow ] A 
Wattle, hammer, or club to knock out his brains and mrke them flic 
about the room, as the Hebrew word irnporcs.<sxf/»>, >rd, or mtsr- 
thering weapon, to run him through and let ouc bis bowels. And 
a (harp arrow to pierce his fielh, and ftrike thorough his very 

heart 


-X ' ___—---- 

CZt Loe here the mifebief ofan evil tongue thin, broad, and 
1^ a fword to let out the life-blood of the poor innocent; 
long ’ d e ft rov his foule too, as feducers do,that beare falfe wit- 

"efieagaWthetruthofGod, and by their.cunning l>e S . 

In a Ptevaric«0» 

Arnver ant.breaker, a perfidious Perfon, fuch as Alntophelvtxs 
cc/nr.whom they killed in the Conncd.chembe 

comes to parle of peace, the A d , whoin c h e y know, to 

diit expediat ,) but fuch as are m JJ e "V ’ Divines were called to 

the Councel of >» he fable yg . t h ey had not forgot 
(hgia t err cm, as the xox p f pe d at the Councel of 

^v^rf -o Ashe thattalieth aWay a garment in cold weather ] 

Mufick in mourning i s held moft unleafonable^bai: was an tea- Faft . hb. 4- 
thenifh cuftome that the lews had with 

tnoie cnat rejoy , Mafick and mourning agree like 

nitre and vinegar- laith Salomon. There ar tberwife 
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therwife,andaccordinglyfenfethem. Thus.-. Ask that putteth 
Junius. on a garment in the coldfeafon,or vinegar on nitre fo is be that fug. 

eth fougs to a fad heart. Thatis,7Vi/?ifi4/« difiolvit cantus, utve - 
fies dijcutiunt frigtu, & acetum dijfolvit tnirttm. As a garment 
warmech the body, and vineger difiolvech nitre , fo a fweet 
finger by his delightfome ditty cheareth the penfive foule, 
and driveth forrow out of ic. See i Sam. 1 6. 2^. :i Kings 3.15, 
Dan. 6 . 19. 

Verf, 2 r. If thine enemy be hungry] Elijha did fo - he feafted 
his Periecutours, (2 Kings 6.) by a noble revenge; and provided 
a table for thofe who had provided a grave for him. Thofe Sy¬ 
rians came to Dothan full of bloody purpofes to Elifba : he fends 
them from Samaria full of good cheare and jollity. Thus, thus, 
fbould aChriftianpunifhhis Turners: no vengeance but this is 
D. Hall’s con- heroical and fit for imitation. 

temp. Verf. 22. For ihosifbalt heap coals of fire] By heaping courte- 

fies upon him thou (halt win him over to thy felf: as the King 
of Ifrael did thofe Syrians he feafted. They came ns more after 
that by way ofambufh or incurfion into the boards of Jfrael\ 
In doing fome good to our enemies, we do noft to our 
felves. ee T»Ap on. H xti. f. 6 p. j 7 g. /. a, ^. 

And the Lord fljallreward thee] However men deal with thee. 
It may be they may prove drofle that will not be melted, dirt 
that will not be mollified but moultec to nothing, crumble to 
crattle asftones &c. as having no mettal of ingenuity or good na¬ 
ture in them. Butdeliftnot, defpond not, CJodvoil' reward thee. 
and his retributions are more then bountiful. Or ( as the words 
may be read ^Cjodroill pacifiefor thee, as he did Saul lot David, Ne¬ 
ver did a charitable aid go away without a blefling: God cannot 
but love in us this imitation of his mercy, who bids hisSunneto 
fliine upon ths evil and unthankfuland that love is never fruic- 
lefTe. 

Verf. 23. The Nortl-W'ind drives array mine] Hence Homer 
cals it J.iQfHyiVdTwthcfure-ncather.maker, and Hienme the (tyres 
C.vcm nubes 'Bce-ome. There is a foatherly winde, that attrads clouds and 
ingenders raine. 

So doth an angry countenance, a backbiting tonguaj The ready 
way to be rid of tale-bearers is to brow-beat them ; for like 
whelps, if wefiroke them, they leap upon us and defile us with 
fawning: but give them a rap and they are gone ; fohere. Carry 

therefore 
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thereforTln^hiscafe a fevere rebuke in thy countenance, as God 
dothff.80.16.Be not a re-letter to thefe privy theevs,a receptacle 
for the fe mures nominis, as one cals them: the tale-hearer is as 
blame- worthy as the tale-bearer, and he that loves a lye, as he 
that makes ic. Rev. 7. 2. See ‘iPfal. 1 y. 3. Rom. 1.31- 

Verf. 24. It « better to dwell , &c. j See the note on chap. 21 .9, 

m vfrf. 25. As cold Waters to a thirfly foule , fois good news’] 
This and many more of thefe Proverbs Salomon might well utter 
out of his own experience .- for he lent out into far re countreys 
for^old, horfes, and other Commodities, 1 Kings 9.26. be- 
fides Ambaffies of ftate, and enquiries into the natures and qua¬ 
lities of foi rein parts and peoples. Of the Converfion of other 
Countries to the faith, he could not then heare, as we now may, 
and lately have good news from New-England. Neither had he 
the happintfle to heare that, which we have not only heard, but 
{den and handled of the Word of life, 1 lohn 1.1. He had 
*a/«rthe Promife, but we have wyyuaM the joy full tj dings the 
lumme of all the good news in the world, as the Angels, thofe 
firft meflengers cleped it, Luke 2.10. Iefus isa (hort Gofpel, and 
the good news of him (hould drown all difeontents, yea make 
our very hearts dznccLevalto’s within us.-a * Abrahams did,though 
he heard of him only by the hearing of the eate, or law him a- 
fane of. Heaven is called a farre countrey, Mat. 25. M. good 
news from thence brought in by the hand of the Holy-Ghoft, 
witnefling with our {pints that we are the ions of God, and it 
Ions, then heyres of that farre countrey, of that faire city, v>bofr 
maker and bulider is god, how welcome (hould that be to us, and, 
how inexpreflibly comfortable? Seei Fet. 1. o. 

Verf. 26. zsi righteous man falling doVen before the-mckedj i.e. 
doing any thing, (thoughby meer frailty) unbeseeming his Pro- 
feflion or that redounds not to the feandal of the weak only (as 
Gal. 2. n-) but to the [come of the Wickgd{ as 2 Sam. >2.1 £ a 

troubled fount dine, is greatlydifgraced and prejudrad.^tt. 
a blemifh was it for Abraham to fall under the reproofe of Abi- 
melech ? for Sampfon to be taken by'the Phihftims in an 
houfe ? for Jo fab 10 be inminded of his duty by ? ^raohNjcho 
for Peter to be drawn by a filly wench to forfwear his mai e ; ,&c 
was not the fountains here troubled, when trampled the feet 
of thefe beafts ? the fpning corrupted,whcn conscience is lhus fi “^ 
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’filed and gathed ? Let it be our care to cleanfe tbislpringofall 
pollutions offlefh and fpirit: as a troubled fountc.ine will cleare 
it felf, and as fweet water made brackifli by the coming in of the 
fait, yet if naturally it be fweet, at length it will work it 
out. 

Verf. 27. It is not goodto eat too much honey * ] For t breeds chol. 
lerand brings difeafes. 

So for men tofearch their own glory~\ i. C. to be d( (irons of vain¬ 
glory, Gal. j-. 16. to f'eek the praile of men, to hunt after the 
worlds plaudite, to fay to it zsTiberiua once anfwered f aft inns. 
Si tu voltseris cgoftm,fttu non vis ego non firm, I air wholly thine, 

1 lam only thy clay and was ; this is bafe and ingloriousj this is 

to.be Qlor'u animal,popular is anr& vile mancipiam. the creature 
Hicr- ep; ad 0 f vain glory, a bafdlavc to popular applaufe, a; Hierome cals 
folator ° n * Crates the Philolopher, who caft his goods into the fea, meerly 
0 a for a name. Some do all for a name, as Jehu and the Pharifees; 

Like Kites they flutter up a little, but their eye is upon the car¬ 
rion. The Chaldee Paraphraft by their glory, underf rands the Ma- 
jefty °f l ^ e Scrip tires, (which to ‘David were Tweeter then honyj 
Thefe we muft fearch, but not overcurioufly n .* quiferutatur 
majeftatem, opprimatur a gloria , as the vulgar here hath it, 
left prying into Gods Majefty , we be opprefied by his 
glory. 

Verf. 28, He that hath no rule ever bis own [pirit~\ c'/.i non eft 
ccbibitio in fpirit urn ftitim, that reins not in his unruly affections, 
but fuffers them to run riot in finne as fo many heac ftrong horfes* 
or to ride upon the backs one of another like Kme in a flrait. 
This man being not fenced with the wall of Gods f .’are, lies open 
to all alVaulrs of Satan and other enemies, Eph.ty.26, 27. fames 
4. 7. as LaiJJj, Judg. 18. or Hazor, that had neither gates nor bars, 
\er 4 p. 31. or the Hague in Holland, which the ir habitants will 
Hfyh Grog. not wall,as defiling to ha/e it counted rather the p incipal village 
oi Europe, then a Idler city. . 


C H A P. XXVI. 

Verf. r. So honour is not feemly for a fool. 

H Onour isthe reward of venue, dignity fhould wait upon 
defert. Sed dignitas ir, indigno eft ornament urn in luto, as Sal. 

vian, 
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as fit for a foole, as a goll-ring for a fwines 
fnouc. Sedesprima & vita ima, will never fuit. The order or na¬ 
ture is inverted when the vileft men are exalted, Pfal.i £. 8. It is a 
foule incongruity, and of very evil coniequenct.For thereby 
themfelves will be hardened, and others heartened to the like ciccr.dcdivL. 
ptolpetous folly {Felix enim fcelm virtrts vacatur , faith Tully) nar.lib.*. 
The fludy of vertue alfo will be negle&ed when fools are prefer¬ 
red and Gods heavy wrath poured out in full meafurc upon 
thefe uncircumcifed Vice-gods, (as I may in the worft fenfe beft 
terme them) who mif-reprefent him to the world by their 
ungodly praftices, as a wicked, crooked, unrighteous Judge. * 

Verf*. 2. <tyis the bird by wandring, and the fwallonf\ i. e. As 
thefe may flie where they will, and no body cares or is-the worfe. 

So here. And as birds tired with much wandring, and not-hnd- 
ing where to reft return againe to their neft, after that they have 
beat the aire with weary wing : fo the cauflefle cu.fe returns tQ 
the author. Curling men are curfed men. 

So the ctirje cauftejfe fhall not come ] What was David the WOrfe 
for Shimei's rath raylingsjor leremy tor all the Peoples curfings of 
him f chapt.i 5.10. Or the Chriftian Churches for fhe Jews cur¬ 
ling them in their daily Pravers, with a Maledic Domine Naza* 
ral ? or the reformed Churches for the Popes Excommumcati. 
ons, and Execrations with bell, book and candle ? The Pope is 
like a wafpe, no fooner angry but out comes a fting . which be- 
ing out is like a fools dagger, ratling and fnapping without an 
edge. Sit ergo (fall us in nomine diabolorum , The devil take the Amul.Galllc. 
French, faid Pope lulius the fecond, (as he was fitting by the fire 
and laying his Prayers) upon news of his forces defeated by the 
French at the battel of Ravenna.Wzs not this that very mouth that 
fpeaheth great things and blafthemies ? Rev. IJ,J. And (as qtM- 
Us berm talis fervus, like matter,like man,) a certain Cardinal en- 
tring with a great deal of pompe into Ear is, when the People 
were more then ordinarily earneft with him tor his fatherly be¬ 
nediction; fttnandoquidem, faid he, fuc popu lus vttlt decipl , aecipi/t- 
tur tn nomine diakuli. Forafmuch as this People will be fooled, 
let them befooled in the devils name. And another Cardinal, 
when at a Diet held at Anflorottgh, the Prince Electors Ambaf- 
fadour ..as (in his mailers r..ime prelent at matfe, but would not 
as the reft did, ki ,r e :he conftcnred charger; the Cardinal, I i*y> 
tii; r bn<; mafle being difpleated thereat, cryed out. Si non vis be- An D 

Qjj nediBionem * 
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Bucholcer. 


Chryfoft, 


vediftionem, habeas tibi malediclioncm in Sternum. I;'thou wilt not 
have the blefling, thou fhalc have Gods curfe and mine for tvcr. 
Let them curfe , but blcffc thou: When the) .irifejct tin m be afamed, 
bat let thy fervants rejoyce Pi. 109 28. 

Verf. 3. A tvhip for the brfe ] Viz. To quicken his flow pace. 
A bridle for the affe , wherewith to lead him in the right way: 
for he goes willingly but a foot-pace, and would be oft out, bat 
for the bit, and besides, he is very tefraclofy, and nufc beheld in 
with bit and bridle. 'Tf l, 32.9. 

And, a rod for the bac\ of fols ] T vtfusfi r~ iimoclyvce, A 
fool.will be the better for beating. Vexatio dat intdleftum. Due 
punishment may well be to thele horles and alfes ( fo the Scrip- 
curetermes unreafonable and wicked men) both for a whip to 
incite them to good , and for a bridle to reine then in from evil. 
God hath rods flicking in every corner of his houft for thefe fro* 
ward fools: and if a rod ferve not turn, he hath a terrible fword, 
£fay 27. 1 . So mnft Magistrates. Canolaprir/s tcnt.wda, if a rod 
will do, they need not brandiih the fword of juftice; nordoas 
Draco did who punithed with death every light offence. This 
was to kill a fly upon a mans forehead with a beetle.to the knock¬ 
ing out of his braines. 

. Verf 4. Anfver not a fool according to his follj~\ When either 
hecurfethch.ee, as verfei. or cryeth out upon thee for giving 
him due correction ( verf. 3.) for every publike pi rfon had need 
to carry a fpare hand kerch e if, to wipe off the dirt of difgrace and 
obloquy caff upon him for doing his duty. Paflefu:h an one by in 
filencc, as not worthy the anlwcring. S He erfunefam dediftipla - 
lay nothing, and you pay him to purpole. Hezekhih would 
nor anfwer Rabjhakeh. nor fererny Hananiah, chap. 28.11. nor our 
Saviour his adverfaryes. Mat 26.16. John 19. 9. he reviled not 
his revilers , hee threatened not his open opfolites. 1 Peter 


2. 23. 

Left thou alfo be like unto him ] As hot and as he ad-long as he; 
for a little thing kindles us, and we ■ re apt to thin e that we have 
reafonto be mad, if evil-intreated: to talk as fail for our felves 
as he doth againft us,and to give him as good as he brings.- fo that 
ac length there will be never a wifer of the two , aid people will 
lay lb. . 

Verf. y. Anfner a fool according to his folly~\ Cull in iomewbat 
that may fling him, and Hop his mouth. Stone him with foft 

words 
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! 'tu. Be b'be 

wo«h of a faithful! meflenger he “ * 

fhelpirkiulmanistmd) ^iXAki* 

feet were wanting to a traveller, orasnaincu 6 

verbium cum it qui mal'e vivit , bene loquitur, la tb an nce^e 
ter. This Proverb hits 

Uniformity and ubiquity of obedience >* rc 6 { , . uneven 

butLnJualpuhear™^^^/^^-^ 

walking ftiew a difealed loult A wire w00 f runs 

lour lift? it felf: and godlinede tuns thorough« u the woo*™ £ 
thorough the warp. But if aU the pa if rhvtoneuelpeak 

not ftraight before God, ks a crooked life If 

by the talent,but thine hands fcarce work by - ■ » . d 

pafle for a Pharifee, Mat.- * 3- the 

like devils; had heaven commonly urines irnava opera , 

earth continually at their fingers end. Odt h> 
VhUofopbdfententif find the Heathen 1 . » tts full of hollow- 

pocrites as have mouthes full of holt 1 ^ Senate 

iefle. A certaine ftranget conning on £mbaflageunto tne 
of l! erne, and colouring his hoary haire an jp ^ ftooi up an j 

lhid^What linccrity^^we to esped^at this mans hands, whofe 

locks and looks and lips do lye ? a nrecioos ftone 

more is honour for a fool. See verf . b E f f thic 

it to preferre a fool, as S aid did Do g t - y er f,p 
man. __ **^3 2 _ 




3°o A Comment arte or Expojition Chap. 26. 

Verf. p. As a thorne goethup into the hand Qrc.J He handleth 
^ it hard, as if it were another kind of wood , and it tuns into his 
hand. So do profane perions pervert and pollute the holy Scrip¬ 
tures,to their own and other mens deftrudion. Ey a Parable here 
the Hebrews underhand either thefe parables of Salomon, or the 
whole book of GOD. Atthis day no people und :r heaven do 
fo abule Scripture as the Jews do. For commending (in their fa¬ 
miliar Epiftles) fome later they have received, they fay Eloquia 
domini, eloqutapura \ The words of my lord are pure words. 
When they Hatter their friends, patent, lay.they, accejfus ad adi. 
Weemfc. turn fanllitatis tmz. Let me have accelfe to the fanfluary of thy 
holyneffe. When they would teftify themfelves thankful, Nomini 
tuo pfallam, I will (ingpraife to thy Name. Wher. they com¬ 
plain, friends fori'ake them, Lord, fay they , thou -goefi not forth 
with our armies . When they invite their friends to a banquet or a 
wedding, In thee have I trufled, letme not be put to confujion. Loe 
thus do thefe witlcfle wicked wretches abul'e Gods parables, and 
take his Name in vain. Whereas the very Heathen could fay, Non 
tocjHendum de Deo pne Inmine, GO D is noc CO be talked of lightly, 
loofely, difixfpedively. Thou fhalt fear that gloricus and fear- 
full Name, Jehovah thy GOD, iaith Mofes their own law-giver, 
Deut. 28.58. 

Verf 1 o. The great Cjod that formed ail things~\ As he made all,. 
fo he maintaines all • even the evil, and the unthankful. G O D 
Gremfton. deals not as that auell Duke of Alva did in the Netherlands,fome 
he rolled to death (faith the HiftorianJ ftarved others, and that 
even after quarter, laying , Though he promiled to give them 
their lives, he did noc promife to find them meat. Eat as he hath 
given them their lives (forfeited in Adam) fo he allowes them 
a livelihood , gives them their portion in this life, fil es their bel* 
lyes with his good trealure, but withall fends leanneTe into their 
foules: or if he fat them, it is to fit them for deftrudion, as fat¬ 
ted ware is fitted for the lhambles. 

Verf. 11. As a dog returneth to his vomit ~j A honrely compa- 
rifon (able to make a true Chnftian ready to lay up £ 11) but good 
enough for the odious Apoftate to whom it is applied , t; uch anone 
Was Judas, Julian, HceboliusfBaUvinus, IJlebias Agricola that firft 
t/fntinomian, who did many times promife amendment, and yet 
afterwards fell tohiserrour again.Afcer that, he condemned his. 
errour and recanted it in a publike Auditory, and pi inted his re- 

vo- 
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vocation; yet when Luther was dead, he relapfed into that er¬ 
rour- fo hard a thing is it to get poyfon out, when once fwallow- 
eddown. Harding (Bilhop Jewels sAntagonift) was in King. 
edwardi days, a thundering i readier again!! Popery, wilhing he 
could cry out again!! it as loud as the Bells of Ofenej •* fo that by 
his preaching many were confirmed in the truth. All which to be 
fo, they can teftify that heard him,and be yet alive, faith Mr. Fox.- 
See an excellent letter of the Lady Jane Grays to him, whiles Ihe 
was prifoner in the Tower, AEI.&Mon. fol. 1291. whereinfhe 
wills him to remember the horrible hiltory of Julian of old, and 
the lamentable cafe of Spira ala'e, &c. 

Verf. 12. Seefl thou a man wife in his own conceit .Q This foolifb 
wife-man, or wife foolifi-man (for whether of the two to call him 
I know not, as the Chronicler faith of St. Thomas Moore) is that 
dogfpokenof in the former verfe ; that forethinks noc the evil 
that followeth upon his returning to his filthy vomit; which be¬ 
ing made much worfe by the heat of the Sun and open aire, ma- 
keth him much more lick then before he had been. Semblably,the 
wicleffe wicked man, infenfible of the evil of his way, and highly 
conceited thereof, goes boldly on till there be neither hope of 
better, nor place of worfe. See the Note on chap . 3.7. and my 
common- place of Arrogance. 

Verf. 13, The ftothfnllman fayeth, There is a llon\ See the Note 
on chap. 22. verf. 13. 

Verf. 14. As the door turneth upon his hinges^ But comes not 
off, unlelfe lifted or knocked off: So neither comes the fluggard 
out of his feathered neft ( where he lyes foaking and flrcrching) 
unlelfe hard hunger or other necellityroule and raile him. As a- 
broad there is a ljon y lb at home there is alusk^ a lurdain , and a 
lofell : that lives in the world to no purpofe, yea to bad purpofe; 
and being wife in his own conceit, will not accept of better coun- 
fel. Thole whofe heads are laid upon down-pillowes, are not 
apt to hear noifes; no more arc thofe that live at eale in Zion^ to 
hearken to wholefome advice. Or if fometimes they have a kind 
of wiliingnelTe and vellcicy to do better, yet it is but as the 
doore that turnes on the hinges-, but yet hangs ftill upon 
them. 

Verf. 15. The flothfull hideth his hand in his bofome~\ Sec the. 

Notion chap. 19. 24. 

Qjg 3 Vert_ 
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Verf 1 6. Then feven men that can render arcafon^ Yea though 
they were thefeven wife-men of Greece, they were all fools to 
him. The proud Pharifees reje&ed the counfel of G O D , and 
would not be baptized of Iohn, Luke 7.30. Belly-policy teaches 
the fluggard a great many excufes, which he thinks will goe 
for wifedom: becaufe by them he thinks to deep in a whole 
skill. 

" Verf. 17. He that paffeth by andmedleth &c .J Two kind of 

ftudyes have I ahvayes hated (faith one) ftttdiumprrtium, etfta- 
dium nevarum rerum. They that enter itrife without callng((aith 
another) do commonly hazzard themfelvesinto trouble without 
comfort. This was lebofaphats folly at IabeJhGUead, and (as 
fome think) lojiah's when he went up againft Pharaoh Nccho : 
thinking thereby to ingratiate with the Ajfyrian , Tharaobs pro¬ 
fell enemy. It is from idlenefle ufually, that men are thus bufy 
in other mens matters without thank, or other benefit, 1 Tim. 1 ). 
i^,and \ 7Ttfjf4.1i: and therefore this Proverb fitly followes the 
former. Howbeic this is not alwayes true: for charity may move 
men to interpofe for a right undemanding and a good accord be¬ 
twixt difagreeing parties: neither in this cafe mud a manafted: 
to beheld nomedler, fith blefled are the peace makers. And 
though it be for moft part a chaokleffe office (for if a man have 
two friends, he oft lolech one of them) yet our reward is with 
GOD : and if by feeking to part the feu file, we derive fome blows 
upon our felves, yet the Sage of a good confcience will falve that 
well enough. That which is here forbidden, isfori.manto make 
him'.clf a party and maintain one fide againft another. And yet 
where it is for GOD and hiscruch, this may be done too : as 
when Queen Elizabeth not onjy face as Umpire betwixt the Spa- 
niards, French, and Hollanders , ( fo as fhe might veil have taken 
Ct)mJens up that faying of her father Cuiadhxrco,prxeft, He whom Hide 

Ehz.i^. with,carryesit) but afterwards, whenftie law her time , under¬ 

took the protection of the Netherlanders againft the Spaniard: 
wherein all Princes admired her fortitude; and the King of Swe¬ 
den hid, that (lie had. now taken the diadem from her head, and 
Ibid. fee it upon the doubtful chance ofwarre. This was done Anno 

D 8 5* 

Is like one that taketh a dog by the cares Where he loves not 
to be handled but about the neck rather. The Dutch have alike 
Proverb, To take a dogge by thetaile. The Greeks, To take 
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Lion by the beard, or a be are by the tooth , to thruft ones hand tov&vt* fy. 
into a wafpes-neft, to ftirreup afeorpiori, See. &«?"*** 

Verf. 19. Am not 1 in ye ft? ] The wicked mans mirth is uta- 
ally mixed with mifeheif: tisnofport, unlefle he may have the 
devil his play fellow; no good fellowship without horfeplay. 

Salc-jefts and dry-floucs, to the juft grief or difgrace of another,, . 

is counted facetious and fine. But St. Paul calls it foolilh; Eph. 

, 4 . and further faith, that for i nch things fake the wrath of God 
cornmeth upon the children of diibbedience. Quid mihi cum fa- 
balls, cum jocis ? faith ‘Bernard, what hath a Chriitian to do with 
jelling and jearing ? We allow an horfe to praunce and skip in a 
pall ure; which if he .doth when backc by the rider, wecounchim 
an unruly and unbroken jade. So, howfoever in Heathens and 
Atheifts, .God may wink at jocularity and dicacity, yet he looks 
for better things from his own people. Crede mihi , resfevera eft 
verumgatidium , faith Seneca, True mirth is a feverc bulinclle. 

But what a mad man was Robert dt T.eliafmc Earle of S brewjbttry, 
esdunoDom. li) i. delighting to do mifeheife and exercilehis 
cruelty, and then to fay , nAm not J injeft ? An example hereof 
he lirewd upon his own ton ; who being bur a child and playing 
withbim. the father for a paftime , put his .thumb in theboyes 
eyes, and thruft out the balles thereof. 

Verf 20. Where no wood is, there the fire gocth out ] Lignis ig~ 
nis confervatur : fo is ftrife by evil tongues, chefe are the devils 
bellowes and boutefcaus. Ye (hall conceive chaffe, ye fhall 
bring forth ftubble, your breath as fire (hall devour you. 7/4.33. 

11. Such is the breath of tale-bearers. A cover-feu bell would do 
well for thefe Incendiaries, that elfe may fet on fire the 
whole courfe of nature, lam. 3 6 . Sec the Note on Chap. 

16. 28. 

Verf.21. S 0 is a contentions man] Hebr. A man of contentions, 
fir biliofts et be Hied fits, a man made up of diicords (as Democritus 
laid the world was) that loves to live in the fire, as the Salaman¬ 
der doth: the uog-dayes continue with fuchall the year long,and 
like mad dogs they bhe and fee a madding all they e_an fallen on, 
as did Sheba, Korah, and Indus, who fee all the Diiciples a mur¬ 
muring at the oyle poured on (fbrifts head. So .irrhu fet all the 
Chriftian world on a light fire, and Pope Hildebrand caft abroad 
his firebrands. 

Verf. 22 The irords of a tale-bearer &c. J Sec caap. 1 1 . S. 

Yerf. 23. 
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Verf. 23. Burning Ups and a wicked heart Crc.] 1 he tongue of 
the righteous is as fined (ilver , but glofing lips upc n a falfe heart 
is no better then droffe upon dirt: counterfei: friends are naught 
on both fides, having os maledittum & cor mal sm, as Luther 
renders this Text; a bad mouth, and a worfe heart. Wicked men 
are faid to (peak with an heart and a heart, Pfat. 1:2. as fpcaking 
one thing and thinking another, drawing a faire glove on a foule 
hand. Thefe are dangerous to be dealt wichaillor like (erpents 
they can fling without hiding; like curre dogs, Dckyour blood 
only with licking , and in the end kill you and tut your throats 
without biting •• fo cunning and dofeare they in the conveyance 
of their collufion. Squire fent out of Spain to pop fen £>ueen Eli. 
Camd. Eliz. zaleth, anoynted the pummell of her faddle with poylon covert- 
97 - ly, and as it were doing fomewhat elfe, praying w ith a loud voice 

Godfave the Queen. When thofe Ptomilli incendiaries Gifford, 
Hodge [or. and others had fet Savage a work to kill i:hc laid Queen, 
theyfirftlet forth a book to perfwade the Engli h Catholiks to 

attempt nothing againft her. So, Parfons, when he had hatched 
that nameleflevillany the powder-plot, fee forth !iis book o f Re¬ 
flation , as if he had been wholly made up of devotion. Cavea • 
tur ofcnlum ifcarioticum. It is the property of a godly man to 
lpeak the truth from his heart. Pf 15. 

Verf 24. He that hateth, diffembleth with his lips' ] And fo heaps 
fin upon fin, till he be transformed into a breathing devill. This is 
meant not fo much of the paflion of hatred,as oE che habit of it • 
when it hath wholly leavened the heart, and lies watching its op- 
S erm. of Re- p 0rcun i t y 0 f doing milcheif.The devil is at Inne w ith fuch(as M r . 
pc,lt ‘ 2?^/Wphralethit) and was as great a matter, long before the 

Florentine Secretary was borne, as (incc. 

Verf. 25. JVhcn he fpeaketh faire, beleeve him not] Note vju pii* 
fxnm clvinw. Take heed whom you trutt, bewar: ofmen, Mat. 
1 o. 17. blefi'e your felves from your pretended frit nds, and pray 
Pial. 110.2. with ‘David to be delivered from lying lips, and from adeceit- 
ful tongue. Admit they not only, lpeak us faire, but do us many, 
kindneffes, yet beleeve them as little as David did Saul. Ene¬ 
mies gifts are giftleffe gifts, faid one Heathen. And •— times 
■■£y$fov a.£a> Danaos & dona fcremes, faith another. 
fciS'apct. Soph, Mmera magna quidem mi ft, fed miff in hamo : 

Virgil. Etptfcatorempijcis amare pot eft ? 

Martial. Verf. 2 6 . fVbofe hatred is covered by deceit, &i.] He (hall be 

detected 
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Xte <tted and detefted of all, fooner or later. GOD will wafh 
off his varnifii with rivers of brimftone. Love as itds the beft ar¬ 
mour, fo it is the worft cloak, and will ferve diffcmblers as the 
difpuii'e t^Fhah put on and perifhed. 1 Kings 22. .... 

Verf. ' , 7« fVhofo diggeth a pit, (hall fall thereinto j T.. ; s is the 
fame with Pfalme 7.15 • Wherehence it feemc* to be taken. See 
the Note there. Heathen writers have many Proverbs to lise pur- 
pofe. S zzErafm. Chiliad, ,. ^ „ 

And he that rdlleth a ft one , it willreturne upon him] Cardinall 
B nno relates a memorable (lory of Pop t Hildebrand gc C/reg.j- 
that he hired a bafe fellow to lay * great (lore upon a beam m che 
Church where Henry 4. the Emperourufed to pray, and lo to 
lav it, that it mighc fall (as from the top of the Church ) upon 
the Emperours head, and kill him. But whilft this caytiflfc was 

attempting to do it, the ftone with its weight drew him down, 
and falling upon him , dafhed him in. pecces upon the pavement, 
The Thracians in Herodotus being offended with Jupiter- fox f «u» 
ina unfeafonably upon them, (hot up their arrowes at him,which 
foon after returned upon their own pates. ■ 

Verf ’8. A lying tongue hateth thofe that are afflicted by tr.j 
Falfe love proves to betruehatred, by the evil tonfequent of it 
mine and deftruaion to the party flattered, and betrayed by a 

fmooth fupparafitation. There are chat thus read theText, The 
falfe tongue hateth thoje that finite it, &c. Truth breeds hatred, as 
the EaireNymphs did the ill-favoured Fauns and Satyrs. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

Verf. I. Boafi not thy [elf of to morrow.'] 

-r Hat is, ofwhat thou wilt do hereafter, in quovis tempore*™*' 15.14, 

1 poftero. See 1 Sam. 28. 1 9- dam. 4- He WJS . x W,: J Pctrarch-Iib. ' 
man that being invited to a feaft on the next morrow , an(wercd j Mar.orab. ; 
exm.lw^UcrafiimmnmM, for thefe many y«rslha, c .dfincm. . 
not had a morrow d^y to promile for anybufinefle. bu wbar ^ lian> 
luxurious fools were thole Sybarites , that mtendmg a fealt, dia 

ufe to invite their gyefts a whole year before? , ' • :Nsfcisqui«!} ■ 

For thou knoweft not \\h at a day may bring forth] A great-belhed fcr« reiper 

day, Whiles a woman is yet with child, none can tell what kind vc 

1 Hr of * 
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jSTiwirei of birth it Will be, Luke 11. 16,17. Time travdlech with Gods 
cvenca appel- decrees 5 and in their feafon brings them forth; but littie doth 
iantfilioseem- an y man ^ow w hat is in the wombe of tomorrow, till God 
P oris ' hath fignified his will by the event. ‘David in his Prolperity faid 

that he (hould never be moved, but he foon after found a fore 
alteration; God confuted his confidence, T 5 /*/. 30. >0 the evill. 
which men intend againft us may prove abortive, eich ;r die in the 
wombe, orelfe they may travel with milchief, and l ring forth a 
He, that is, fomewhac contrary to char they intend ; but Fata 

viam invenient - Stat fua cuique dies. See f-idg. 5. 28, 

3^,30, 1 King. 20, lo, Accidit in punSlo quod, non fperatur in 

anno. 

Verf. 3 . Let another man praife thee,and not thine own mouth} 
Unleffe it be in defence of thine innocency, as Baz ik, Tfal. 7. 
orwhentheconcealingof thygoodneffe may turn to the hinde- 
tance of the truth, or to the hurt of theChurch.or inpairing of 
Gods glory, as 'Paul, 2 Cor. 11. and 12. Let a man do worthily 
in Ephrata , and he fhall be famous in 'Bethlehem: he need not be 
his own Trumpeter , aslehu, the proud Pharifee, J.nd other ar¬ 
rogant vain •glorious Bragadochio’s. (fee my Cotnrion-place of 
Amgance)' God will take order that thofe that honour him be. 
honoured of all, and that fame ftiall attend vertue as the fhadow 
doth the body, Say that wicked men will not fpealc well but ill 
of us, yet we have a teftimony in their confciences, (us David hid 
3 John 12. j n Sauls, Danielin ( Darius,Bcc) Demetrius hath agoodreport of 
all good men, and of the truth it felfe : and that's enough for 
him.; fith, nothethatcommendeth himfelfe (or hath the worlds 
applaufej is approved, but he whom the Lord (and his People) 
commendeth, 2 Cor. 10. 18 .Hac ego primus vidi, was a vainglo¬ 
rious brag that Zabarel had better held in. And h&c ego feci, 
proves men to be no better. then Faces , faith Luther wit¬ 
tily; thefe brags are but dregs; Laus proyrio for depth in ore ; That, 
whichhad been much to a mans commendation, if 0 it of another: 
mans mouth, founds very flenderly out of his own, faith Pliny,. 
Q&pd. magnb Let her works (not her words ) praife her in the gai es, Prov. 31. 
ficum refe- 31. as they did Ruth, All the city of my People knows that thwart 
? l 5 ° , d Virtuous -woman, Ruth 3. ii. She was fo, and flic he d the credit 

geftrat rccen- of it. So had the Virgin Mary, and yet fire was ti oubled when 
feme vanefdt. truly p.raifed oftheAngel. They fhall be praifed of Angels in 
PJin r .ep.8.1, u fa eavc n, who. have.eichewed. the praifesof. tnenvn ea cth, and blulh 
■ _. . -.- ■ when- 


Chap. 27. upon the Proverbs. 507 

when but juftly commended, fpeaking modeftly and meanly of 
their own good parts and praftices. Saint Luke faith, Levi made 
a gre3t feaft, Luke y. 27, 28. But when bimfelf fpeaks of it, Mat. 
p. 10. he faith only, that Chrift came home and eate bread in. 

Levi's houfe, to teach us the truth of this Proverb, that ano¬ 
ther mans mouth fhould praife us,and not our own. Like as in the 
Qlympick games,thofe that overcame did not put the garlands 
on their own heads, but flayed till others did it for them; So 
here. 

Verf. 3. But a fool' wrath is heavier then them both~^ Himfelf 
cannot rule nor reprefl’e it, but that he dies of thefullens fome- 
times, as that foole Nabal did. Muchleffe can others endure it 
without trouble and regret; efpecially when fo peevifti and paft 
grace, as to be angry with thofe that approve not, applaud not 
iiis folly. How angry was Nebuchadnezzar, hew much hotter was 
his heart then his oven againfl thofe threcWorthyes, forrefufing 
to fall down before his golden mawmet? How unfufferable was 
Herods anger in the Maflacre at Bethlehem, and the primitive Per- 
fecutors for the two firft ages after Chrift, that I come no lower? 


See my Common-place of Anger. 

Verf. 4, Wrath is cruell, and anger is outragious ] Or, overflow- 
ing all the banks, or carrying all before it as an impetuous land- 
flood, and therefore raoft intolerable, zsverfe^. but behold a 
worfe matter: Envy is an evil that none can ftand before, for ic 
knows neither end normeafure: as appears in the devil and his 
Patriarch Cain ; in Saul, the Pharifees,thofe fpiteful lews, Acts 
33.45. And to this day they do antiquum obtinere,beitc theold 
trudge to us Chriftians, curling us m their daily Orifons, calling 
Ssbaftard-gentiles, profefling that if their Mt ffias were come, 
rather then we Ihouldhave any part in him, or benefit by him, 
they would crucifie him an hundred times over. They haveaiay- 
ingamongft them, Optimise quiintergentes eft dignus cui caput 
conteratur tanquam ferpenti. The beft of us Gentiles is worthy of 
theferpents punilhment, viz, to have his head bruiled, dec. fo 
great is their envy ftill againft Chriftians, who pity them and 
pray for them • and truly it is no more then need, fith by the que* 
ftion here propounded, we may etfily gueffe, how potent this 
quick-lighted and lliarp-fanged malignity envy u ; Indeed the vc- 
nome of all vices is found in it: neither will it be drawn to em¬ 
brace that good which it envies to another, as too good for him. 
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' Verf .<$ % Openrebuke'ts better then fccrct love] Foracter the na* 

ture of nils, Rebuke , though it be not toothfome, yet it is whole- 
fome; and’a Cure figne of a faithful friend,if rightly managed. See 
my Common place of Admonition. Secret lov.-. that either feeth 
nothing amifle in a friend, or dare not ‘.av fo, is little worth in 
ev 10 I7 . companion Tkoufhilt not Lite thy brother in thy he. rt bm( as 

‘ ‘ J an Argument of thy love) thou fb.ilt reprove him plainly (but . 

wifely'and not iiiffer fin upon him, much U fle further it, and 
be his^bioker or pander in it, as Hirah the Adu iamice was 

to his friend Jn >'ah, and lonadab to his Coufin Ann on, :S am. 

^Yerf. 0. Faithful! arc the -wounds of 'a friend^ And are there¬ 
fore to be prayed for: but the kifles of an en^my are deceitful, or 
to be detefted, and therefore prayed againlt lo (ome read the 
words, and make the oppofition. See this done by David, Pi’al. 

Knocks from a righteous man he would take rorkindnei- 
fes: but the precious oyles of the wicked, (anlwerafle to their 
kifles here) he would cry out of, as a breaking of h s head : for 
fo Mercer , Ainfcvorth and others read that text, anc the Septiia- 
sintaccordeth, frying, let not the oyle of thefinner fupplemy 
head; by oyle meaning flattering words, as Sfal, ys- «• Re¬ 
proofs and Corrections, though fharp and unpkafant, yet if 
look't upon as ifluing from love chat lies hid in thi heart, they 
are faithful, that is, fair and plealant, as the Childee inter¬ 
prets * f< 

S at the kifftt of an enemy are deceit fall j 1. e. his glofing and 
clofing with us for a further mifehief, (fuchaswert the kifles of 
lodby 'Judas, esfbfalom and Ahitophel ) are not to be fancied, but 
Cap. fai^l deprecated and detefled. See the note on chap . 26.1.3. Theophra • 
flus hath in his charafler drawn out thefe kifling cut- throats, who 
can be affable to their enemies, and difguife their hs cred in com * 
mendation, while they privily lay their inares: men Itaticnated, 
that can falute with mortal embracements, and daft you in thole 

Camd. Elif. armes which they meane to embrue in your deareft blood. Thefe 

Anno xjpi. treacherous kiflers are of kin co that mad Hacket, hanged m 
Queen E/izabttks fays-, who bit off his honeft fciioolemafters 
nofe, as he embraced him, under colour ofrenewi.ig their love, 
< ^ and eatit down before the poore mans face. So, a id no better 
are the kifles, that is, the fawnings and flatteries of perfidious 
Jettons. Ver£ 


Verf. 7 . The full foule loatbeth an hony combe~] Hcb. treadeth 
it under feet as dung or dogs • meat. Chryfoftome reports the fay- 
ina of a certain Philofopher to fame purpofe, Ammt in fatietate 
pjjitaetiam favis illudit. The fated foule rejefteth fineft fare, and 
moft fweetefl fuftenanre. This holds true in fpiriiuals too. Jbe 
honey of Gods holy Word, how is it trampled on by thole flail- 
fed beafls, in whom fulnefle hath bred forgetfulnefle > faturity 
f C c U rity Our foul loatheth this light meat, laid they of their Manna, 
when once cloyed with it. The Fharilees found no more fweetnes 
or favourines in our Saviours ownSermons,then in the white of an 
e<J ae or a dry chip. Cur nation is alfo fick of a fpiritual pletho- 
ry or plurifie : we begin to furfec on the bread of life. Now when 
God lees his mercies ly ing under Table, t'is juft with him to call 
to the enemy to take away. Behold, therefore l mil deliver thee 
to the men of the haft, — ivbojhilleat thy fruit, anddrinkjhy milky 
E^ek. 25.4. 

But to the hungry foule every bitter thing u fWeet] Hunger is 
the beft Coot, fay the Dutch, the beftfame , fay we : experience 
proves it fo: how Iweetly doth it fe.afon homely cates, courfe 
fare? Artaxerxes Memor ,being put to flie for his life,fed hunger- j c j un;js 
ly on barley-bread with dried figs, and faid, he never made a bet- n;ac h US rar 6 
ter meal in all his life. Humiades once driven out. of the field by vufgaria tem- 
theTurks, and lighting upon a (hepbeard,. craved for Gods fake nit. Home, 
of him fomething to eate: who brought him to a poore cottage 
notfarreoff, cauling to be fet before him bread and water with 
a few Onions: who in the pleafant remembrance Of that \ ailed 
mifery, would oftentimes after in his,greateft banquets fay, that Turk. H,ft. 
he never in his life fared better or more daintily, then When he toi. 3 1 • 
fupped with this fliepheard. , . .. 

Verf. 8 . As a bird that wandereth from her tteft J Doth it onn- 
conftancy, and oft meets with mifery : whereas God had taken 
order that none ftiould moleft a bird upon her neft , Deut. 

So Is a man that wandrethfrom his place~\ A vagrant, znidleby , 

orabufie-body that keeps not his ftation, abides not in thecal- 

ling wherein he was called, 1 Cor. 7.20. expoled to mifery.and. * 

millhief, to ruth and ruine. Numb. 16. 32. 2 Sam. 6. 6, 7. 

2 chrort. 6 19 . Jonah 1. Jude 6. Pfal. 107.4. An honeft mans 
heart is where his calling is; fuch an one when he is abroad, is 
like a fi£h in the ay re, whereinto if it leap for recreation or ne- 
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ceflity, yet it i'oon returns to its own element. 

VerT. 9. Ointment and perfume rejoyce the heart] Sweet oynt- 
mcnt fenfum afficit, fpiritum reficit, cerebrum juv at, affcdsthe 
fenfe, refrelhech the fpirit, comforteth the braine. 

So doth the fweetneffe of a mans friend by hearty counfell] It is 
as afrelBgaleoffweet ayre to him that lives arrong walking 
dunghiis, open fepulchres- It preferveth the foule as a poman¬ 
der, and refrelheth it more then musk or civet doth the braine. 
The counfel ofluchefpecially (Minifters I mean) of whom the 
Scripture faith, that they are unto God a fWeet favour ofchrift 
unto themthat arefavcd, 2 Cor. 2.15. Thcfe are they that can 
fell us oyle for our lamps that we may buy for ourfdves,cJkf rt f, 
25.9. Such a Counfellourmay be an Angel, nay ^ C/<?d to ano¬ 
ther's Mofes was to Aaron : the comfort given b;r fuch (as the 
blefling of Parents, is ufually moft effectual, beca jfe they are in 
Gods room. See fob 33. 23. If there be a mdfenger with 
him, an interpreter, one among a thoufand, Vnus emillibus , 
not ZJmu e ftmilibta, as the vulgar reads it falfely, and from the 
fnirpofe. 

Verf. 10. Thine own friend and thy fathers friend for fake not] 
To forfake a friend (an old friend efpecially) istoforfake ones 
felf; for a friend is a fecond felf, and friendihip (as wine) is com* 
mendable from its oldnefle. What a price fet Salmon upon Hi- 
ram, who had been his fathers friend? 1 Kings 5. and how did he 
feek his love, as a precious inheritance left him (as it were )by his 
father? and how courteoufly for his fathers fake, likewife 
.dealt he with Abiathar , that had dealt difloyally with him ? 

Neither go into thy brothers houfe] (fajetan rea< Is it, (and per¬ 
haps better) Thy brothers houfe Void not come in the day of thy ca¬ 
lamity ; When thine old friend will vi/ft thee and ftick clofe to 
thee 5 as Jonathan did to David, and Oneftphorus CO Tattl. ‘Da¬ 
vid complains of his carnal kindred ; My lovers and my friends 
Pfal. 8 8. 18. fland afar offfrom my forehand mine acquaintance ftand aloof, as the 
Prieft & Levite did from the wounded man,when the SamaritaB, 
a ftranger,but a neighbour indeed, relieved him. 

Verf. 11. Myfonne,bemfe, and makf my he an glad] Seethe 
note on chap. 1 o. 1. 

Verf. 12. tAprfsdentman fbrefeeth the evill] See the note on 
chap. 22. 3. 

Verf. Take his garment that is furety]SzQ the note on chap. 
io. 16. 


Chap. 27. 


npon the Prove r b s. 


Verf. 24. He that bleffeth his friend with a loud voice] ftfui le- 
onum laudibtu murem obruit, that extols a man above meaiiire, 
asthefalfe Prophets did Ahab , and the People Herod: that 
praifeth him to his face: which when a Court-parafite did to Sfa i n vita AI, 
gifmtmd the Emperour, he gave him a found box bn the eare. A.phanf. 
preacher in Conftantines time, aufus eft Imperatorem in os heat urn H u r e b. de vit. 
dicere, faith Eufebiw, prefumed to call the Emperour a Saint to. Conft.I.*.c,4 
his face ; but he went away with a check. When Arifobulus the 
Hiftorian prefented to Alexander the Great a book that he had 
written of his glorious ads, wherein he had flatteringly made 
him greater then he was, Alexander (after he had read the book) 
threw it into the river Hydafpes , and laid, to the Authour, It were 
a good deed to throw thee after it. 

b KiCmg eadj in the morning] As afraid to be prevented by an¬ 
other: or that he. fhall not. have time enough all day after 
£d doe it in.. . y 

Verf. 15. A continttall dropping] See the note on chaps. 

19. 24. . ... 

Verf. 16 - Whofoever hideth her,bideth the Wind] iVe. one may 
afloone hide the wind, or hold it from blowing, as hjde her 
ftiame, or hu(h her brawling. The .wifeihould make her husband. 
her covering, (when flie is abroad efpecially)bucmany wives are . 1 

fo intemperate and wilful, that a man may as well hide the wind 
inhisfift, or oyle in his cluccht-fift, as his wives infirmities. Lee 
this be marked by thofe that venture upon (hrews, if rich, 
faire, well-defcended, in hope to tame them and make them 
better. 

Verf. 17. Iron fharpeneth Iron] One edge-toole fharpneth an¬ 
other ; fo doth the face of a man his friend. Ipfe afpetttu viri bond 
deleftat, faith Seneca. Let us whet one another to love and good 
works, faith Paul, as. boars whet their tusks,, asmowerswhet ^ l0i ^ 
their lirhes, Thus Paul Yfasprejfcd.in Spirit by the coming of arnfawpeiv.. 
Timothy , Ads 18.4. and exrimulat.es Timothy to ftirre up the gift 2 Tim. 1.6- 
of God that was in him.. Thus Peter roufed wyuhofe to whom he 
wrote, ex veterno torpor is & teporis, out of their fpjritual lethar- J'uyti (u v ,.\ 
gy, 2 Pet. 1.13. And thus thofe good fouls fp.ake often one to 
another, for mutual quickning in dull and dead times, Mai, 3. 
io-17. See my notes onthattext. As Amber-greece is nothing 
fo-fweet in itielf, as when compounded with other thingsj So 
gpdly, and learned men are gainers by communicatingriiemfelves 
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toothers. Conference hath incredible profit in all ciences.CV/.i* 
Of Jahad u- ^ ren( J ers ^his text thus: Vtfierrum ferro, fic homines alii aliis 
tun> adunsre* As iron is co iron, fo are menjoyned and loldred 

to one another, -viz. in a very ftraic bond of love andfriend- 


^ Vcrf.18. tvho fio keepeth thefigtree,fballeate &c~] Of the con¬ 
tinuity renewed fruits thereof ;'for when the ripe figs are pulled 
off others Shortly come in their place. The Egyptian figtree is 
reported by Solinw to beare fruit feven times in a yeare; luch as 
is good both for meat-and niedicine, &Ge.len obferveth, and af¬ 
ter him Diofcorides. ' • 

So be that waiteth on his thafier (hall be honourea J 1 hat is. Li¬ 
berally maintained,and highly promoted: As Jojephwzs where- 
ever he ferved. The Heathens were very cruell to their fervants; 
putting an engine about their necks (called.-swe uwm) audit 
reached downto their hands, that they might not fo much P 
lick off the meale when they were fitting it.' Theft poore feryams 
were in worfe cafe then the Jews Oxen, i Cor. 9. 3 . But luch as 
are faithful and ferviceable, however their Maf.ers deale with 
them (they fiiould deale well with them, J>eut. 1.5,' 3 > H). 
God will bellow upon them a childs-parc, :cver the reward ot 
inheritance, C0/.3;?2,23,24. Their Mafters aifo, if faithful and 
oirti ivifyn- belovc(3j as they partake of the benefit,-viz. of their good fervice, 
LXTX fo they wilibebeneficiatl to them, bentficentU recompenfiatores, 
as Biillinger after Theophylatt renders that Text. 1 Ttm.Oz. 

Verf. 19. sAs in water face dnfwerethto face 1 'Mens fan¬ 
cies differ as much as their faces: So the Chaldee interprets it, 
But they do better that give this fenfe, that in rt gird of natural 
corruption, all men look with one countenance and have one 
Vifa«c ; fith wholeevillisinman, and whole man in evill, neK 
by nature is there ever a better of us.. In the heart ofthevnel 

perfon we may lee, as in a tnirronr, our own t .vill hearts, ror 
as there were many Mctrii in one Cefar: fo are t here many C a fi s 
and Judaffes in the beft of us. And as that fir ft Chaos had the 
feed of all Creatures, and wanted only the (pints motion to 
bring them forth, Gen. i.r,*. Sochere is a vwvnwi*. acommon 
feed-plot of fin in us all: there wants but the warmth and wa¬ 
tering of Satans temptations to make it bud, And 

• though there were no devil, yet our naughty nature would act 

* - g, Satans part againft it felf: It would have a fuppiy of wickedndie 
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^SmTentlutiTp^on ) from it felf: It hath a fpring to feed 
it Hence our Saviour chargeth his own Difciples to take heed 
of furfetting, drunkennefl'e, and diftraaing carefulneffe. Luk : 

, 4 . (who would ever have fnfpefted fuch monfters to lurk in 
fuchholy bofomes ?) And Saint Paul tow caufe to warn fo pure a 
foule as young Timothy tofiy youthty luffs, and to exhort the 
younger women with chafiity : thereby intimating, that whiles , j, x. 
he was exhorting them to chaftity.fome impure motion might 
fteale upon him unawares. Corruption in the beft will have fome 

Verf. 20. Hell and Je&ruttion are never fat is fed"} Hell and 
the grave have their name in Hebrew from iheir unfiat isfiabienefis, 
being alwaies craving more, and that with afliduity and impor¬ 
tunity. And this fitly follows upon the former verle ( as Aben- 
Ezra well obferveth) that men may be frighted by the remem- 
brance of hels wide mouth gaping for them, from following the 
bent of their finful natures : and that thole that here have 
never enough, (hall once have fire enough in the bottome of 

fo the eyes of nun are never fiatisfied~\ That is. Their lufts, 
their carnall concupifcence: to feek to iatisfie it is an endlefle 
peece of bufinelfe. Ouecunqtte videt oculus : ea ortfnia defiderat 
avarus. faith Bafil, the covetous man hankereth after all that he 
beholdeth, thecurfeof unfatisfiablenefle lies heavy upon him : 

His defire is a fire, riches are fuell which feem to flake the fire,but 
indeed they encreafe it. He that lov.ethfilver (hall never pefa- 
tisfied with filver, EccUf.'>.\ o. Mo more fliall he that loveth ho¬ 
nour, plea Cure, &c. Earthly things cannot fo HU theheart,but 
ftillic would have more chings in number, and otherwile tor 
manner. And therefore the particles in the Hebrew that figm- 
fie And, and Or come of a word that f.gnifiesro dffirex becaufc 1 & iN of 
the defires of a m an would have this and that, and that and ano¬ 
ther ; and doth alfo tire it felf, not knowing whether to have this, 

or that, or that, or the other, ere. , . 

Verf. 2 j. *As the fining pot for flyer &c~\ W* is “ttuwlty $ Kis <rua 
apt to be much taken and even tickled with his ow«T commenda c 0im 
tion, as Felix was with Tertullus his flatteries ; as jJemoftbenes Xenophon, 
was when they pointed at him as he paffed by, and faid, This is 
that famous Oratour. But let every man prove his own work, 0 v-m'i?U « 
faith Paul, Gal.6A< and teflimonium tibi perhibeat confidentiapro- 
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pria non lingua alicna, faith Auftin ; let thine own confcience.and 
notanothe'r mans tongue praiiethee. Or if needlttly they will do 
it, Letit refine m (as here) to more humility, and more tare 
of found hoiineffe ; let it^ like the fining-pot, melt us, and make 
us better. This is the rigntufeof it. 

Verf.22. Though tbott ft'ouldcft bra] afoole,Qrc.~\ The Cyprefle 
tree the morcitiswatered,th. more it is withered ; So it is with 
the wicked; humbled they are, but not humble: low, but not 
lowly: wearied in fin, as 'Babylon was in the grescneiTc of her 
way, Efa^y.iu but not weary of it. Of thefe Argr.fine, Ter- 
Dcov. Dcr. Jidiftis, fifth he, ttt Hit at era calamitates , miferrirni fuBi eftij & 
lb. I, cap.33. pernt.mflfHs, ye have loft the fruit of your a tetfions: ye 

have fuffei ed much, and are never the better, By this the iniquity 
of Jacob (ball be purged, and this it all the fruit, the taking away of 
hit Jin. And if this be not done, God will fay as once, In thy fil- 
* 311 *’ thineffe it lewdneffe : Becaufe 1 have purged thee, ana thou waft not 

purged, thou ftjalt have thy will, thou Rialt not be purged : but then 
I will have my will too 5 for I Vtill caufe my fury to reft upon thee, 
E-cek. 24,13. how likeft thou that ? 

Verb-3,3. Be thou diligent to know the ft ate &~cj Hebr. Know¬ 
ing thou fhalt know the face of thy flocks: alluding, b !like,to thofe 
fhepheards that know their ftieep afunderby their vifages, and 
can call them by name, as fob. 1 o. 

tAndlook, W*// to thy beards 3 Heb. Set thy heart to them ,That 
is, be very inquifitiveandfollicitousof their welfare. Leave not 
alltoTervants,though never fo faithful: but fupervif • and over-fee 
bufinefle, as *2?od*,did, His eyes were in every corner, on the 
fervants, on the reapers, on the gleaners ; He lodged in the 
midft of his husbandry. He was not to learn, that the Matters- 
eye feeds the horfe, and the mailers foot foiles the land; and; 
Arid. Occon, that Present a villa fua di/Jittw, jaftur* vicimts, as (olumella bath- 
lib. x. cap. « it, He that is far from his-husbandry isnotfarfrom poverty. 

And unlefle the Matter be prefent, faith the fame Author, (it 
Lib. X. Cad. 1, will be as in an Army where the Generali is- abient) cunQa off »- 
ciaceffant, all bufinyfles will be hindered. He ^inft l e as the great 
wheHeto fetall awortfy : or litcle will be done. 

' Ei( i 4 i Ja\Of itraett 0 Jit'sane. 

Verf.14. For riches endure not for ever Whether they be ri¬ 
ches of inheritance or of purchafe, they will wafte without good 
husbandry: The royalty of Salomon could not 1 ave confided 

for 
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f^ainSdS^d he not been frugal. Our Henry the third 
merited to be called Regni dilapadator ,a wafte-king dome, out ( 
what a great husband (perhaps too great)was Lew the eleventh > 
of France, of whom yee (hall find in the chamber of accounts a 
reckoning of two (hillings for new fleeves to his old doublet, 
and three S half-pence for liquor to greafe his boots. ^ r^i- 
Pertinav the Emperour alio was a lingular good husband: for the 
which as the rich gallants derided him, toothers of us, qmfm 
virtue luxuria potior, laidabarmu who prized vertue above lux- DJo Jn , 
ury, commended it in him, laith Dio theHiftonan, who writes tinacK 

hi veth*.rfc^^ 

time If be taken to take it in for fodder, ,n the hard winter. 

The earth it aim* a bountiful mother to man and beaft. 

It is fas one well faith) marfupium Domini, the Lords great 
Lfe The ftarres alfo are Gods ftore-houfes,which he openeth to 
Lr profit.Lkvft.28.1 ’.Every ft.tr is like a purfe of gold, faith one, 
out of which God throws down riches, which good men gather, 

pnly?nthrvalleya*wherc there 'JStte'it.'"!?^"^ 

^bTth*wav i How good the Lord is, that ftoops fo low a. 
to te«h us thrift’, a. How perfedt the holy Scripture is, that 

aHve'as the hog. Some both, a, the Oxe; yetnont fo profitable 

"lf^a,c S a n ,b CF ucof,b,fic,d U ^“^u.ctafeTif 
mfhv rent, and bcfidcs hire tillage, or it may be purchafe land, 

M Wvc mo^ to th^to^^yw*And this 

dem-ndailmann^.f^". that they bad 

tp jr , UV tnty ;v>:dmtho han(ls . whU . toth ebutchers.or 

“ hwa! f , oi.fdiemenbemi.barderwtought.hadfcon- ; 

drapus, as uo.,.Ot u» ideimvctc wett content with A „ 

ger meat lornetimes, ) ec tnc i»j ^ ^ ^ more 
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more flender diet, /piles painted a fervant with his hands full of 
tooles (to (hew that he (hould be work-brittle) with broad Ihoul- 
ders (to bear hard nfage) with hindesfeec (to run about his ba- 
finefles) with affes ears and his mouth (hut (tofign he that hee 
fhould be (wife to hear, flow to fpeak ) laftly, with a lean 
belly, (that he (hould be contenc with courie fare, fparedy- 
et. &c. 


CHAP. XXV 1 JI. 

Verf. r. The wicked fly when nonepurfueth'} 

N One but their own confidences; fafti Jmt d cor/e fuofugiti¬ 
ve as 7 Vr/«//M» hath it. Such a fearful fugitive was bloo¬ 
dy Cain, who cryed out, when there were yet few or none to 
purfuehim, Every mun that meets me^Jhall kill me. Such were 
thofe curfed Canaanites , that were chafed by Gods hornet fent a- 
raongft them, that is, by the blood-hounds of their own confcien¬ 
ces Such were thofe Syrians , that (truck with a Pa.iick terrour , 
fled for their lives,and left their rich camp for a booty :o the Ifrae* 
tites, 2 King* 7 7. The fhadow of the mountains feemed armed 
men to guilty Gaal. judg. 9. 3 6. The Burgundians expetting a 
battle, thought long thirties w ere launces. GOD f ends a fainc- 
nc(fe into the hearts of the wicked and the found of afhaken 
lcafe frights them. In Arithmetiek, of nothing comes nothing, 
yet they fear where no fear is: As Cardinal fre! cent ins feared i. 
* fancyed devil walking in his Chamber lik-s a threat Maftifte, and 
couching under his table as he was writing letters to Home againft 
the Protertants As Richard the third thought be faw in his fleep 
divers images like terrible devils, pulling and baling it him $ af- 
• ter he had, AwMike, (lain two men more righteous then him, his 
two innocent Nephews: As Charles the ninth ot Fra: iw,after the 
cruell maflacre , could neither fleep nor w.ike without mulick 
to divert his felf-accufing thoughts: fo hotly wa: he haunted 
and followed with the furyes of his own conlcience: As the Spa* 
nifhFleet in 88. Venit } vidityfugir-y as the Zelanders thereupon 
(lamped their new coyn. 1 h HoUnders alfo ftamped new mo- 
' neys withthis invincible Armada (as the Spaniards i i their pride 
( had ftiled itj having tliis Motto, Impiusfugit, nemive Jequente 1 

The 


fh^ivickedflywhen no man purfucth. I piety the Ioffe of their , •. 

foules ( faith a Reverend man) that ferve themfelves as theje- • . 
fatte in Lancajhire , followed by one that found his glove with a r 
defite to reftore it him , but purfued inwardly with a guilty con- M Sam.Ward. 
fcience, leaps over a hedge, plunges into a Marle-pit behind it un- 
feen and unthought of, w herein he was drowned. 

Tut the righteous is bold as a Ij on ^ Confcientia pur a f e f } P e ^ > e ~ 
cur a, a good conference hath fure confidence; and he that hath 
it, fits Noah like: Medius tranquillus in undis, quiet in the grea- 
teft combuftions, freed.if not from the common deftrufction, yet 
from the common diftraflion ; for he knows whom he hath tru- 
fted, and is fure that neither life nor death,nor things P^ fGn ^ n ° r 
things to come,can ever funder him from Gods love in Chrilt. He 
is bold as a lyon % faith the Text: yea as a young ly on, that is in his Romi8#3 . 8# _ 
hot blood, and therefore fears no other creature; yeawhen ne 

is fiercely purfued, he will never once alter his gate , though hee 
dye for it. No more will the righteous man his refolution againit 
(in, fuch is his Chriftian courage. Daniel chofe rather to be cart 
to the lyons, then to bear alyoninhis own bofome, to violate 
his confcience. The primitive Chriftians chofe-father to be1 aban¬ 
doned, leone*quam. adlebnes, they preferred afBtftion before TcttuJ ^ 
fin. And this their perfecutors counted not courage and magna- 
nimicy, but wilfulneffe and obftinacy: But they knew not the 
power of the Spirit - nor the privy armour of proof, that the 
righteous have about their hearts, that infuperable faith whereby 
fome ha VC flopped the mouses of lyons,quenched'the violence offire 
&c. Heb. 11.33,34- and whereby they do all dayly encounter, 
and conquer thac roaring lyon the devil, quenching his fiery darts. 

TV the iranfgrejfon of a land , many are the Princes ] 

Eeither many at once, or many ejetting and fucccedmg one a- 
rother, to the great calamity and utter undoing of.the £opfe;. 
as may be feen in the books of fudges and King r, as m the Roma 
ftate, after iV^rob death, by the fucceffion rfGalba, P tho ’J™ 

ViteHitts. What a deal of trouble was here in the time of the 

Heptarchy ? and in the diffenfions of the two houfes of T.^and 

iLaftel caufmg the deathof twice as many natives of W, Daniels Hid, 
as were loft in the two conquefts of France : befides 80. Prmc 
of the blood royall flaine. And all this is find 
ircgmofM, thus chadded.by ‘ ^ f ^ 
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that the hypocrite is fee to raigne for the peoples fin, lob 34. and 
Levit. 26. it is chreatned as an heavy curfe : If ye flziil trcfpaflc 
againftme, I will fee Princes over you that fall I.ate you- mif. 
cheivous, odious Princes,odious to God , malignant 1:0 the people. 
And I fa. 3.4. I will give children to be their Prince; , and babes 
fhall rule over them. Row many Kings had the te i Tribes afcec 
their defection from the houfc of 'David, and nor one good one 
amongft them all ? And what got moft of the Roman Cefarsby 
their haftyhonours, nifi utcit'uu interfeerentnr (faith one) but 
to be flaine the (boner ? Very few of them till Cot. (hat we, but 
dyed unnatural deaths. If ye ao wickedly, ye (hall perifli, both 
you and your King. 1 Sam. 12.25. 

But by a man of ttnderfianding and knowledge^ As one finner 
may deftroy much good, Ecclej. 9. 18. fo one excellently wile 
man ( called here a man of underfunding knowledge, there is no 
copulative in the Original) the date may be prolonged, there may 
be a lengthening of its tranquility,it m3y be delivered by the pure- 
nefle of thine hands, lob 22. 30. See 2 Sam. 20. jo. &c„ Ecclej] 
p. 13. &c. Jer. 5.1. Religious and prudent Princes efpecially, 
may do much in this cafe, 2 King. 22. 20. 

Verf, 3 . <eA poor man that opprejfeth the poor &cf \ Such an op- 
prefl'our bites hard ('as a lean loufe doth) makes clean work plun¬ 
ders to the life, as they fay, omnia corradit & convene t. Poor 
men fiiould pitty poor men, as knowing the milery of poverty ; 
but to opprelle or defraud their comperes, is great-ft inhumani¬ 
ty. as that mercilefle fellow-fervagt did, Mat, 18.28 cjrc. A 
VVeefell is a ravenousbeaft as well as a Lyon, a Sparrow-hawk 
as greedy as an Eagle , and more mercy is to be expend 
from thole more noble creatures , then from the bale and 


abject. ' 

Veri. 4. They that for fake the laW, praife the Wicl 
chiamel doth C(far ‘Borgia that btpedum neejuijpmtt 
him for a partem to all Chriftian Princes • &Or. 
Popes Biographer) doth Hildebrand or Gregory 7 th 
written of his noble Ads, and great Vercues; wh 
Ilcn-ao tritely deferibeth no have been a murderer, at 
Epj jhan. ha> conjurer, a chtfmatick, an heretick, and every way a 
reii 3 S. ■ be. Empiphanim tels 11s chat there were a fort of 1 
tickcs that nyed up Cain, and were thereforec 
They alfo commendc^e 'Sodomites, Korah , Mis 


cd~] As Ma¬ 
rt , proppfing 
uphrius (the 
in five books 
Dm Cardinall 
1 adulterer, a 
5 bad as might 
irainfick here- 
tiled Cainites, 
, the tray tour 
■&c 
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&c. In the book of Iudith, the ad of Simeon and Xez/iupon the 


Shechemites is extolled, and there was one Bruno that wrote an 
Orationin commendation of the devil. 

Bat they that keep the law , contend with them} M6ved with a 
zeale of God, they cannot be filent • As Crafus his dumb fon, they 
ery out Will thou kill my father, difhonourmy God,lkc ? good 
blood will never belyitfelf, good mettlewill appear. How did 
young f Z)^/Wbriftleagainft black-mouthed.G’e/i^j arid enter the 
lids with him ? Do not l hate them that hate t'hea * faith He ?, Zjea, 
1 hate them With a per fell hatred , 1 call down the gauntlet of de¬ 
fiance againfl them , I count them mine enemies. usAft cannot 
bear with Idolatry, no not in his own mother. Our EdWard tb& 


Pfal. 


fixth would by no means yeefd to IS^t^ratiorl foriais filler Mary , 
though foilicited chdVei*Q£o-by Cramer sn&Ridlty for politic ke 
refpefts. Alibi cjnida& Aux&Qtii&rion aluteieTiTyuam diabolus, 
ejttamdiu nArriamu, faid , I (hall look upon Auxintm as 
a devil, fo long as he is an Arrian* It was the fpeech.of blefled 
Luther ; who though he was very^earneft to have the Communion 
adminiftred in both kinds,contrary tathexlodrinand culfionjeof 
Rome, yet if the Pope (faith he) as Pope,commandietl me ^re¬ 
ceive it in both kinds, 1 would but receive it in oneicitaf: fithto 
obey what, he commahds as Pope, is a receiving ofthe mark of 


thebeaft. 


Verf. 5. Evill men under (land not judgment Ji .They are wile to 
do evil, but to do good they haveno knowledgetheir wits 
work not that way,' they arc bard and bruicilh as horfe and afib, 
Tfal. 32. Yea they fall beneath die ftirrup of reafon , and know 
not their owner, which yet cheoxand affedoth, Efa. 1. 3. no 
wlfer at 70. years -old then at ieven. Vt Merita peccent , libenter 
ignorant , fiot willing to know what they are , not minded to 


practice. 

' But they that feekjhe Lord under fond dll things' ] Not all that 
is pofiible to be known, as Averroes fiith tAriflotle did, as the 
Civilians fay their Baldtts did as the Papifis fay Tofiatus did: but DeBaldodicc- 
they underfland all things needful tolaivation, and they often re folcbamni* 
meditate on the laft judgmenr. h»l unquam 

Verf. 6 . Better is the poor, tf-cd] Sec chap, 19.U cimugnoraLc- 

Verf 7, He that ktepeth the law , is a wife fori J It is neither 
good nature, nor good nurture,or breeding that can prove a man 
to be truly wife: but obedience to Qods (lattices. DeHt^,6>.^l- 

phonfm 
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Phonfas King of Spaine firnamed the Wife , was a rank 
fool, and an arrant Athcift: fo are all the worlds Wi- 

But he that is a companion to riotous men} Or, that fee&ethglut, 
tons whofe belly hath no bottom. 

I nglunies & tempeft as, barathrumque marelli, 

They fay the Locuft is all belly, which is joynec. to his mouth, 
and endeth at his taile, fuch are riotous belly gods : To feed fuch 
is to caft away all, and bring an indeleble infany upon the fa* 

Verf. 8. He that by ufury and unjuft gain &c.} Ufury is con* 
.demned by the very Heathens, Ariftot. Ethir. lib. 4. r. 1. The 
ancient law of the Romanes. nfSkes theufurer a thief and worfe, the 
Hebrews make him a biting thief, who gnaweth tfc e debter to the 
very bones: y ea the mo Qftocthlejje ufury (tl at ufuall plea j 
hath (harp gummes, which bite as fore as*an old dc g,or an hungry 
fly': and under (hew of licking whole, fucks out the heart blood. 
Let thofe whopleadfor it confider, that g^dilpunfenth withtio 
uRiry (Exek; 18.8. J whether nefhec or tarbith, biting or tooth* 
hflej ' that che lender deals not as he would be dealt withal!, that 
theGofpeithakesthefe finners worfe then other finners, when it 
faith, Sinners lend to finners to receive the like , 1 uk^ 6. 34 - hut 
thefe to receive more, chat at Rome (this day) al ufurers are ex¬ 
communicated monethly; that the Canondaw di ives them f.om 
the Sacrament, denyesthem buriall, makes their will no will, as 
though their goods were not their own , that no man of note in 
all antiquity (Jews and Manichees exceptedj or 1500. years 
after Chrifl, hath ever undertaken the defence of ufury : that 
Chryfofiome is very fierce againft it, comparing ii to the flinging 
of an afp , which calls a man into a fleep , whereof hee 
dyes. &c. ■ ... 

He fisall gather it for him that wilt pit tj the poor} CjOV will 
provide him an executour never mentioned in 3 is wit.. or his 
heyre ( being a better man ) (hall freely diftribute what 
hee hath wrongfully racked together. Ecc.'eft 2. 21. Job 

7 Verf. 9 . He that turneth aV?ay hie ear from hear Ing, &c.} Heb. 
that caufeth hie ear to decline the law, that wilful!y flights the op* 
jiominityes of hearing, and frames cxcufe; trufing to his good 
prayers (as they call it) and conceits that he cai better bellow 
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his time at home : this manprayes for a curie, and fhall have it as 
had. He would not hear Samuel, God will not hear nor 
anfwer him in his diftrefle *, This was ( as the Hebrews call it) 
menfuram contra menfuram , Co pay him home in his own coyn. 

The backsflider in heart /hall be filled with his ownwayes. See the p rov> I4 , 1( j # 
Note on chap, 1. 28. . _ c . 

Even hts prayer Jhall bee abominable 3 Chapter 

15 Verf. 10. ivhofo caufeth the righteous to go aft ray, &c *3 This 
follows fitly upon the former. Seducers and Sectaries diiiwade 
men from hearing the law in publike aflemblies, and carry them 
into by-corners, under a pretence of prayer: like moales they do 
all their mifeheif by working under ground, a lEpiphanius obfer- 
vech: they (hall therefore perifh in their own pit. If the blind 
lead the blind, &c. See the Note on chap. 25 , 27. 

But the upright Jhall have good things in pojfejTion} I hey Jhall 

not fo be led away with the errour of the wicked, as to fall from 

theirown ftedfaftnes, iPet.w™ to forfeit their hereditary right 

to the Kingdome,becaufe both the deceived and the deceiver are 

with the Lord, fob 12.13,16 .and it is impofliblc for the deft 

to be fundamentally and finally feduced. Mat. 24. 24. fich they 

are kept by the power of God thorough faith unto falvation lPct<us , 

heaven is kept for them and they for heaven ; how then fhould 

^Verl! n°rL rich man is Wfe in his own conceit} He facrificeth 

to himfclf as Seiamts did, to W\s drag ge and net, as the Eabylom- Sdanus Sbi 

ansdid, he thanks his wit for his wealth, and takes upon him facrificabat. 

as if there were none fuch, (See,,7».<S.. 7 .withd|e note 

Like Ifis her afle, that had gone fo ofc to thetemple of that god- • • - 

defle, that at length (he thought her felfworfhipful. Every grain 

of riches hath a vermine of pride and felf conceit in it, and a very 
fmall wind will blow up a bubble- 

But the poor that hath undemanding} That is well verfcdtnthe 
bigger volume of Gods word, and in the lefler volume of his own 
heart, (which is better to him then any expofuour fouhei# 
undemanding of the Scriptures) this 

him out : find s the rich mans folly, and if need, bey ellahim of it, 
giving him aright charaftes of himfelL ScdtLvitibtufere idc* 

tyl' rejojee, there 1 
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That is, then is catifc of common joy co a!l:forthe/h«ve p.ibhTe 
lp'rits,and rectified judgments, neither can they be merry at heart 
when it goes ill with the Church, All comforts arc cue Ica.bodsl o 
them it the An; be taken, al places bir Naj.tb-immon; if thc jr huich 
be in hcavinefle. Teremius under T.Jrns tl e Arrian Emperour as¬ 
ked nothing but tlutthcChurch m ; ch: be treed iio.n Arrians: Ar.j 
when the Emperour to. e his pa it ion, he Said tha: he would ne¬ 
ver ask any thmg for hirnfeif, if he might not prevails for the 
Church; for chat, his happindVr was laid up in has. 

‘But when the niched rife , a man ;s hidden^ Thetis, when to 
rants are let up, a man, that is. a Rodman (rorGod reckons if 
men by their righteoufneffe, fer. 5.1) ithidicn , lies dole, and 
hath no heart co fhew himlelf, left i»c fliould fuffbr cither In his 
perfon or in his pofilfifxon. Thus the man Mofts lied and hid him- 
felf from Pharaoh, David from Saul, Eliah from , ba.l>, Obadidt 
clients from Jezabel-, premia.!] from lebojalfm , lofcph and the 
child JESUS from Herod, thole worthyes of whom the world 
was nor worthy (Neb. 11.38.) from iHntiochtu (chat little. 
Antichrifl) and ocher perfecucors, and the Chriftiar. Church from 
the greater Antichrifl, Revel.it. Co that fhe was net to be fought 
in tettis & exteriori pomp a, fed potius in carceribus c- Jpeluncis in 
palaces of worldly pomp, but in dens and dungeons , as Hilary 
hach it .• She (led into the wildcrnefle into her place from the face 
of the ferpent, Rev. 12.14, 

Verf. 13. He that covereth hisfins,,Jhall not prof,perl Sinne is a 
trattour,and muft not be hid: for if fo,now it fucks a mans breaft 
Ihortly it Will luck his blood. Sin is a fore and muf be opened a 
(ickneffe and muft be declared to the Phyfician; the concealin* 

. of one circumftance may endanger all. Sinne is a d eformity tha^ 
muft be uncovered, or god will never cover it: fee it we moft to 
confefiion , or fee it we (hall to our confufion. If hb had cove- 
red his tranfgreftion as Adam (or after the manner of men ) he had 
undone himfelf, Iob^ 1.33. It is the manner, of men (and they 
have ic from Adam) to palliate their fins and.pleat, for them to 
elevate and extenuate them,to mince and excufe than. sin aod 
Shifting came into the world together. Sinne and S atan are alike 
in this, they cannot abid to appear in their own colour. Some 
deal with their foulcs as others do with their bodies; when their 
beauty is decayed, they defire co hide it from them fclves by falfe. 
§laflesj and ftom.othcrs by painting s fo. their fins, from them. 

felves 


look for Gains s prosperity. 1he tun Ihine ^ deftru a ion . 

-n. « of 

muft be joyned with . j^at t hey may adde drtmken- 

feftion as drunkards ufe vomiting t t “ y t £ e it. of France 

tieffe to t bir ft. ProftncppopkufcitM^ and 

did his crucifix: he n fnd confefle they 

iivear again and then kifleic ag • ^ As ., f orroW not 

do not well, nor will they ftnvy • . con f e fle not 

to itranfmentation with thofe (fort They con- 

Ud GODS hand wtllent** toOo. ^ 

that contefle and forfeke . thev will recurne to their 

they have difgorged iherr ftomacks, theywu 

vomic * the debt, and God will croffe the 

Shall have mercy 1 ConfillLth M ^ 0 ver the black 

book: he willdraw , the re , t h e hand-writing that was againft us. 
lines of our fins, and cancel the h h ave Tinned , but Nathan 
No fooner could l >avidcty P ecc ™ ’ GQD ha th taken away 
faid, Tranfinlitpeccatnmttmn '^X^dit he hath caufedthy 
the fin: ye^tranftnitt, Hieh:ithc ^ tow. 4 . 8 . Con- 

fin to pa lie over from thee to« IJ • » ftiallhave n0 v on- 
feffion is the Soules vomit, and thole that me rb- 

ly eafe of conference , but gods beflt comtort fal ^. 

ftore them again. Cumibmoagf ■> ■bdt'Confeffe'dhdhe / 

gujlin. It is not here, Co^/ejp (quoth 

fated In the courts of men tisfctc y ^ ot fo here, Eg* 

'Lilian) i did it not; to pi vAN« /<ci , 
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feci, is the bed plea , I did it, I have done very fooliftily. Have 
Per Mifcrere mercy upon meO Lord &c. Judah (that is Confejfton) got the King.- 
mci tollicur dome from Reuben : tis the way to the Kingdome. No man was 
ka Dei. ever j iC p C ouc 0 f heaven for his confefl'ed badnefle ; many are, for 

their fuppofed goodneffe. 

Verf. 14, BE fed is the man that fearetb alwayesj That is in 
the fear oi the Lord all day long. chap. 23. 17. D,so Jim timores 
Deijervilie & amicdHsfmh Bede. There is a twofold fear of 
God, Servile and Filiall, perfect love C3fts out the former,breeds 
and feeds the latter. By this fear of the Lord it is that men de¬ 
part from evil, that they fhake off fccurity , that they abound in 
Gods work, that they may abide in his love, that t rey let a jea¬ 
lous eye upon their own hearts, and lulped a fnake under every 
flower, a fnare in every creature, and do therefore feed with fear, 
and re/oyce in fear, pafle the whole time of their fojourning here 
in fear, yea work out their whole falvation with fear and trem¬ 
bling. O the bleffednefte of fuch l 

"But he that hardeneth his heart 3 As a perfect ftranger to Gods 
holy feat (the contrite heart eve* trembles at Gods word, Efa. 
57.17.) why haft thou hardened ourfaearts from thy fear, (Ifa. 
63. if*) which (as fire doth iron ) mortifyes the lardeft heart 
and makes it malleable. Fear is a fruit of repentance ( iCor.y.u , 
yea What fear) which intenerates the heart, and makes incapable- 
of divine imp reffions, a slojiah. On the other fide , the Jewe* 
feared not GOD becaufe of a rebellious heart. leremy 5. 

35, 

Shall fall into mifcbeife~} Manyfold mifehrife, mine without 
temedy. chap.. 29.1. The inceftuous perfon , though delivered up 
to Satan , repented and recovered: but he that is de livered up to 
an hard heart, to a dead and dedolent dilpofition, is in a manner 
dcfperaceand deplored; he heaps up wrath again!; the day of 
wrath, Rom. 2. This made a reverend man once fay If I muft be 
gut no my cboyce, I had rather be in hell with a ie ifible heart, 
then on earth with a reprobate minde. A hard heart is, infome 
re(pe&, worfe then hell: fich one ofehegreateft fins is far greater 
u^yi^iheaanypfthegreateftpunil'hrnencs, as one 1 lath well ob~ 
feFvetU - 

£*teociniunr Verf. I><f- As a roaring Iyon, and a ranging heart ] Regiment 
*um gnvile- without righteoufneiflfe cumes into tyranny j and beci-mes no bec- 
tex thenxobbery by authority. Look haw the ly.ai frayes the 

gova 
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beads with his roaring, fo that they have no power to ftir„ 
and then preyes upon them with his ceetfy And as the beare 
fearches them out and tears them limb-meale; So deal tyrant* ,, 
with their poor fubjeas, Zepk 5.3. Her Princes within her are 
roaring Ivons, her judges evening wolves, they gnaw not the 
bones till the morrow. Such were thole Cannibals in Davids days,. 

that eat up Gods people as they eat bread, Pfal. 14.4. fuchthofe 

miscreants in Micah, who did eat the flefh of Gods people and 
flayd their skin, that brake their bones andchopt them m peeces- 
as for the pot, chap. 3-3- Much like thofe American Cymbals, 
who when they take a prifoner, feed upon hint alive* andby de¬ 
grees : cutting off from his body now a meale and then a meale, 
which they roaft before his eyes, fearing up the wounded place 
with a firebrand to (launch the blood, to the unutterable aggra¬ 
vation of his borrour and torment. Mich a lyon rampant was 
Nero. 2 Tim 4.17. I was delivered, faith St.TW, ouc ot the 
mouth of the iy on. Tertullian calls him The dedicatour of the con¬ 
demnation of the Chriftians-, whom heufedaebad almoftasth? 
Spaniards at this day do the poor Indians, under pretence or con¬ 
verting them to the faith. Their own writers tell us that within 
the fpace of fourty years 27. millions of people are deftroyctUod. 
that with fuch cruelties as never were heard of before. If ffV 
good man bleffehimfelfouc ofthepawes and jawes of thefe Woo¬ 
dy Catholicks, more favage and fence then the wftd bealte, a* 
they foon fhew when armed with power,as were eafy tomltance. 
See the Babylonian cruelty graphically de/cribed, hr. 5 1 '34. and 
lee whether it be not matched and overmatched by my lticall Ba¬ 
bylon. The ranging lion and raveningbear is nothing to that 
Men off me, that hath dyed all Offtendom with the blood of 
Gods Saints, and dunged it with their carcafes. This Oftrieh ca 
digeftany mettal, efpecially mony: vvitneffe mcrcdib e «a- 
Afons here in England anciently called the Popes Ajfe. 
mbally is a pickrel fn a pond,or ihark in the lea, devours the poorer 
asthey the Idler fifties: Not unlike that crue l Prince muwwd 
by Melanchthon j who to get mony of his rmferabie/ub jefl^uf?d 
to fend for them, aud if they refufed tofurniflvhim w 1 * kch. 
fommes of mony as he demanded, he would fit ft knock out one of 
their teeth, and then another , threading to leave them none 

Verf. 16. The Prince that reanteth underjlandingj As every ty- 

- -p c j rant 
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Ad generum rant doth, Pfal. 14.4. ('though they think the/deal wifely as 
CcrerisfHic <pharaob, Exod. 1. Ip.) for they uftially come to untimely ends 
Jc ’ • asmoft of the (fafars till Conflantine : and as oar iZ/VWthe 
third, and Queen Mary, whofe reigns are the flic rteft of all the 
Kings fince the Conqueft. ‘Bloody and deceitful me * live not halfe 
their days : or if they do, it is for a further evil un ;o them lf a 
65.20. J 

Buthe that hatethCovetou[neffe~\ Covetoufneflc in the origi¬ 
nal hath its name from piercing or wounding : and fitly, both In 
refped of others, Trov. r, 19. and himfelf, 1 7 im 6. 10. 

Ver.17.cW man that doth violence unto the blooc-]T\\t Hebrew 
word Adam, hererendred Man, hath one letter in the Ordinal 
lefle then the reft.- to (hew that a blood-fhedder is not worthy to 
be called a man. } 

Shall fee to the pitfet no man ftay him] i. e. Let him die with. 
Buxtorfi our racn T< ,cc no man mediate for him, left he pay down as Ahd 
did, life for life. People for Peoplie, 1 Kings 20.42. left he draw 
upon the land guilt of blood, -Numb. 35. 33,34. and hinder the 
manflayerfrom repentanceto falvation never to be repented of. 
Too blame then are the Papifts that open fanauirics to fuch- 
and if a Cardinal put his red hat upon the head of a murderer go’ 
ing to execution, he is delivered from death. StzDeut. 19 12 
with the note there. 

Verf. 18. Who fa vealketh uprightlyJhall befaved] Seethe note 
on chapt. 10.9. Shall he faved; A little word, but of large extent. 
It properly noteth the privative part of a mans ha ppineiref deli-' 

: verance from evil: but is put Here and everywhere almoft for 

the pojitive part too-.fruition of good as well as freed erne from evil: 
it comprehendeth 1. Malontm ademptionem, 2.1'oner tim adcp- 
tionem . 1 

Btte he that is perverfe in his nays'] Heb. in his five ways, fall fall 
in one of them, Evil (lull hurt the wicked man to deftroy him • 
and albeit hem ay (huffle for a feaibn from fide to fide, as Ba- 
loams Ms. did, to avoid the Angels (word, yet he ft all not efcape 
mifehieh Let our Politifie profeffours look to it. that can tune 
. their fiddle to the bale of the times, that can fififi their fails to 
the fitting of every winde, that like the planet Mercury, can be 
good in conjunction with good, and bad with bad. 

Veri. 19. He that tilleth his land[ball have plenty] At fugiens 
molam fugit farinam ; Men muft earne it ere they eate it; and not 

think 
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think that bread and other good things will drop out of the p ^ t< i n Sy.lla 
clouds to them, as towns were faid to come into Timnhem his 
toylswhile he flcpc. Set chap 12. 11. 

Shall have Toverty enough] As the Prodigal had, Luke 15Y 
and Pythias, who in a bravery entertained Xerxes his whole ar¬ 
my : but was to poor at length,that he periled through want of 

Verf. ao. A fiithfullman (hallabound in hlcffings] God will 
Lktle him, and all that bltfie him, Gen. 12 .Sic the note there, 
jifcn aifo (lull a rife up and call him blefied, faying as Dent. 33.-9 
lixm art thou O Ifrael ; who is like unto thee 0 People, faved by 
rK 'Lord, theJhietdof thy help, Stars though wc fee them fome- 
cinu-s in a puddle, in the botcome of a well, nay in a {linking, 
ditch, though they rifled there I fay, yet they have their (itua- 
rion in heaven. So Cods- faithful fervants, though in a lowcon^ 
dition, yet are they fixed in the region of happinefie. See Lcv.26. 
and Dent* 28. 

Btit he that ra.feth hafte to be rich fall not be innocent]N eve fan 
0 better Lawyer then good Chriftian) was wont to lay. He that 
will not venture his body (hall never be valiant, he that will not 
venture his foule (hall never be rich. But let their mony perifh 
with them, that {Shimei- like) by feeking their fervants lofe their- 
fouls; or QW-like) care not to be caft over (hipboard, fo the 
ftiip of their worldly wealth may be in fafety. Francis Xaverim 
counfelled John the third king of Portugal , to meditate every 
day a quarter of anhoure on that divine ientenee, what fall it 
profit a man to win the whole world and lofe his own foule ? See 
Wim. 6. 9. with the note. What awoful Will was that of 
rich but* wretched Hubert™ , I yield, faid he, my goods, 
to ’the King, my body to the grave, my foule to the 

devil; ... _ , 

Verf, 21, To have re (peel of Perfons ts not good] See the note 

Gnchap. 24.23. 

For, for a piece of bread] For a trifle he will tranfgrefle, and 
fell his foule dog-cheap for a groat or lefle money. Cato in Gellius 
hits M. Cd'm in the teeth with this bafenefle, that for a 
morfell of bread he would fell either his tougue or his fileuce. 

And the falfe Prophets in Ezekiels days would do the like, E^e{,. 

^ Verf. 22, He that hafleth to be rich hath an evilleye]^ He is fick- 
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of the loft of the eye, i John 2. ic%(fora!l (iuful tufts are ntaHuiuin 
fick»e(fcs,) coveting his neighbours goods, envying his profpericy 
and begrudging him every bit he eats ac his cable, chap. 23 .6 7. 
See the note there. J ' 

And confidereth not that Poverty flail come upo> ■ him'} EtiamS 
Ter mare pauperiem fugiat,per faxapper igr.es. Thou gh he rim as faft 
from beggery as he can hye, yet ic will overtake him 
and catch him by the back, Job 27.1 6, 17. Surely, as the ftarres 
that went before the wife-men, went when they went, and fay¬ 
ed when they fayed: foriches flic the fatter from a man 
the more eagerly he follows them j but thenftay when a mans 
U»inde is fayed. In the fulnefle of his fiifficiency he fhalJ be in 
ftraics,faith Zophar, concerning the wicked, lob 20. 22,He is poor 
in the midft of his riches: but God wili ftrip him o.. : alI, and make 
a poor fool of him,/er. 17. ii. 

Vtrf. 23. He that rebuketh a man flail find, c rc.~ He that binds 

a mad man, or roufeth up one in a lethargy, hath tut little thank 
forprefent j fohere. In the fweating-ficknefle, they that were 
kept awakeefcapcd : but the fickncfl’e was deadly to them that 
D.sibbe*. ’i were fuffered to fleep. Lee us keep one another awake (faith a 
Reverend man) an unpleafing work on both (ides but wc (hall 
one day thank fuch. See how well Mafter Gilpin.- plain-dealing 
with the Bifbap of Durham fucceeded, in his life written by B 
-JuJg. 17 z. Carleton pag 58. 

Verf 24. He that robbeth his father or his mother ] As that ido- 
U(to$A<ficah did his mother of her gold, as Rachel did her father 
of his gods , as Abfalom did David of his Crown. Thus chough ic 
mayieem a light fin, ic is as much greater thenftealmg from an¬ 
other, as parricide is then msn-fhughter, or as Reubens inceft 
was, then another mans defiling hisr neighbours wif;. Our Parents 
are our houfliold gods, as that heathen could fay .• and to oi ve 
Cbcm caufe of grief, mutt needs be an offence or* a deep dye* of 
a crimfon colour, condemned by the very Pagans. 

• , v e rfj 2 5, He that is of a proud heart, cfr.J Lattu animo. He 

fk-crilJc lh “ through pride and ambition, caimorkeep within bounds of 
quicquam pof. Ws calling or condition, bur thinks great thoughts of himfelf, and 
Cm/ Tcrcnt. tht*efor« feels great things' for himfelft; tbisman, if eroded, is 
e*fify kindled, and (hall be made leanr; God will camehim, and 
take him a link^ lo'toer, as we fay. If a. 2.11, ia, 13 See chapt, 13. 

with the note. ThKbigtiefa of heart, isbut* tbtrbignefieof 
Jt Mown bladder, &c, But 
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"But be that pnttetb his trufi in the Lord flail be fat} He fhall 
lamb and be fat as the faying is, he. Ml live at a great deal of 
heaiseafe, and others (hall live quietly by him..That which 
would break a proud mans heart, will not break an humble mans 
fleep. He is content with his prefent condition, be it better or 
or worfe, hath a lelf-fufficiency, 1 Tim. 6 . 6 . Rudies to be quiet 
(eeks peace and enfues it, depends upon God for diredton and 
fuccefle in all bufineffes; and what (bould ayle this man, but that 
he may grow fat? the Irifh would ask him, (if they knew his 
wealth) what he meant to die. 

Verf. 26. He that tmfteth to h* own heart is a fool} He that 
faith, Confilii fatis ell inme mihi, l am wife enough to order my 
own bufinefle. and need no advice of others, feek no iucceffe 
from above, (eAfjax acknowledged no other God but his word , 
Polyphemus but his belly) this manisafoole, aproudfoole, and 
he (hall be lure to be hampered. . 

Bat who fo walked rifely} Taking others into counfell and 
God above all, as David, l Kill hearken faith he what the Lord 
God faith untome: He flail be delivered, either from tronbMj 

in it : either with an outward or an inward deliverance. He (hall 

enjoy a bleffed compofednes,a fweetSabbath of Spirit howfoever, 
being mediis tranquillus in mdls, as Noah was, See. 

Verf. 27. He that oiveth unto the poore flail not lackj Sleemo - 
[put ars omniumqn*ftttoftflima, faith Sr nSntifuU 

but giving is the Jay to wealth. God will blcffc the bountifu 
mans (lock and fare, his barne and his basket, Dent. 1$ 1io.hu 
righteoufnefle and his riches together fliall endure for ever, 

lfa Btull'tluthiclcth his eyes} i.e. that when he hath a fit oh- 
jeft and opportunity of (hewing mercy offered him, frame hex ' 
cufe, and pretendeih this thing and that to his worldly and 
wicked retentions ; that ufeth his wits, to “ ,e ..,1- 
penny : but will not life his eyes to affcfl his heart with p.ry. V- 

*s£e- have many a curfe ] Men (hall curfe him. andI caU 
him a P amphagus , a churle , a hog in a trough a fellow of no 
fafhion, &c.Vod (hall alfo curfe him, and fet off all hearts from 
him, as he did from Homan in his neceffity heWlllfhuCh S 
ears to fuch a mans moans in mii'ery, and hide: his eyes 
Application, Tfitl, 55* 1 •//**• ^5- Tmally, he (hall have judg^ 
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ment without mercy, that hath (hewed no mercy, Jam, 
7.13, an evill, an only evill (hall befall him, .5*^. 7 , y, 
bis punifhments (hall come dole together, and God (hall 
fo let them on, as no creature (hall be able tc take them 
off: 


Verf. 28. Tfden the wicked rife, men bide tbemfehes~] They are 
glad to skulk and (helter themlelves from that fierce ftorme. See 
the note on verf, 12. 

"But -when they per if.), the righteous increafe Q Whe:i either they 
die or are depofed from their dignities, the righteo us fwarme as 
an hive of bees in a warme funny day : asthey did when Con. 
fiantine came to the Crown *, and here, when Queen Elizabeth. 
earners a frefhfpring after a (harp winter, and brought the 
(hip of England from a tempeftnous fea to a fafe har¬ 
bour. 


CHAP. XXIX. 

Verf. I. Ho that being often reproved hardened bis neck, 

Z’ech. 7. A S an untamed heifer that pulleth away the (houlder and de- 
Solinus. utl-tredeth the yoke. Or as the creature called Moneceros, the 
Vnicorn. interimi potejl, capinon poteft, may be (lain, but not 
fe^noa^or ta,[<en : fo thofe that refufe co be reformed, hate to be healed, 
rigiff.ur. Aug. will not bend, (hall furely and leverely be broken, eertiffime ci * 
tijfimeque confringemnr,t\\zy (hall cercainly and fudd mly be dalli¬ 
ed in pieces as a potters veffel, that cannot be pieced together a- 
gain, Ifa. 50 13.14. ter. IJ. 12. Shall iron break.de Northtrne 
iron and theJleelef and (hail not the fierce wrath o( God fhatcef 
and fhiver out a filly (inner, that will needs ftout it one with 
him ; and yetis no more able to (land before him, then a glafle- 
bottle before a Cannon-(hoc ? Let Elies Tons, and fnch refrada- 
ries look for ruine; the Prophet fitly compares taontohead- 
ftronghorfes, that get the bit into their mouths, run del'peratcly 
upon the rocks, andfoinfhorr time break firft their hoofs, and. 
then their necks. Queen Elizabeth, in talking with MarJhallBi- 
r§nf whom the FrenchKing fenc Ambaffudour to her, trfn. 1601,) 
(harply accufed E flex, ( vho had lately loft his head) ofobftina- 
cy, raihcounfels, and wilful difdaining to ask pardo 1 .• and wifhr 
ed that the Ercnch King would rather uie mild feveri:y then care- 

lefle. 


Chap. 29 . upon the Proverbs. 33 

Oh: clemency, and cut off the heads of treacherous perfons in Camd.El.fab. 
time, &c. This might have terrified Birott from thofe wicked at- toL * z * 
tempts, which he was even at this time plotting againft his King, 
had not his mind been befotted. But the power of his approach¬ 
ing face did fo blind him, that within few moneths after he un¬ 
derwent the fame death that E(fex did, though nothing fo pi- 
oufly and chriftianly; as having hardened his neck againft whole- 
fome counfell. Now if men harden their hearts, God will harden 
his hand, and haften their deftrudion, and chat without re« 

Verf. 2. when theifighteons are in authority 3 Or are increafed, 
as chapt, 28. 2«.Sc^he note there. . 

The People mottrnf Heb. jtgh (as the opprefled Ifraelites in E - 
gyvt did) where they dare not ipeak out.But what a bloody tyrant 
was Sylla, who put to death M. PUtorius, only for fighing at the 
cruel execution of M. Marius ? So one Lancelot was burnt in - Mon. 
Giles his fields, for pittying the cruel death of a couple of Mar- fol> ‘ Il64t 
tyrs. 

Verf. 3. Who fo loveth wife dome refyeeth his father^ See the 
mtt on chapt.i 0,1. 

But he that keepeth company with harlots ] See the note on 
^5.9. T hofe (he-(inners(as they call them)arecoftly creatures, 
and they that keep them cate not whaccoft they caft away upon 

Verf. 4. The King by judgement (lablifheth the la*d~\ This one 
piece of Salomons Folitikes hath much more good advice in 
it, then all Lyp[ius his bee-hive, or Machiavels fpider- 

W& But he that received gifts, ] Heb. a man of oblations r, that is 
fas feme interpret it) A man clue facnlegkmfly nv-dleth with 
things dedicated co pious ufes, and makes a gain of them co him- 
felf. Scecbapt.10. 25. , 

Verl. 5 A man that flattered his neighbour , &c. J A jmootb - Glaber. 
boots, as the wordlignifies,a butter-fpoken mm; fee if*. 3. . 2. 
or a divided man: for a flacterers tongue is divided from his 

Verf. 6 . In the tranfgreffion of an evill man were is a [naref\ Or 
a cord, viz,, to ftranglehis joy with, to check ana c:;o:.e all his 
comforts in the midftof his mirth he Hath many aletcet gripe, 
and little knows the world where his fhooe pincUeth him* tvery 
11 □ 2 foule 
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foule that hath a feemly feather,hath not the Iweeteft fleln .- nor 
doth every cree that bringeth a goodly lcafe, bear good fruit. 
Glafle giveth a dearer found then filver, and many things gli¬ 
tter befides gold. The wicked mans Jollity is but the hypocrite 
of mirth: it may wet the mouth, but not warm the boarr, Imooth 
the brow,but not fill the bread; we may be fure the c as jezebel 
had a cold heart under a painted complexion, Co r.uny a mars 
heart akes and quakes within him, when his face counterfeits a 

imile. 

But the righteous ftng and rcjoyce] Gooc men only 
may be glad, and none have any reafon to rejoyce but they, Hof. 
9,1. The Papifts have a Proverb, Spirit us Calvini urns eft Spi¬ 
rits melancholicm : and the mad world areeafily perfwaded by 
the devil that there is no comfort in a Chriftian coure that your 
precife fellows live a melancholy and monkifh kind of life, and 
have no joy of any thing. Herein the devill deals like thofe inhof- 
pitable falvages in America, that make great fires, and fee forth 
terrible fights upon their country-fhore, purpofely to affright 
Pafllngers from landing there. And as thofe wicked fpyes 
brought up an evil report of the land of Canaan, anc. thereby dif- 
couraged the People : fo do the devil and his impes of the puri¬ 
ty of religion, and power of godlinefte, as uncouth and uncom¬ 
fortable ; when in truth there is no found comfort without it, 
notrnejbybutinit. Though Saul could not be merry without 
4 fidler, Ahab without Naboths vineyard, Human without Mor • 
decals courtefie, yet a righteous man can be merry without all 
thefe. Yea as the Lilly is freth. beautiful, and iooi.s plcalantly 
though among thorns, fo can he amidft troubles. Paul (then 
whom never any out of hell fuftered more,) did not c nly glory in 
tribulation, buc over-abound exceedingly with joy , 2 Cor, 
7 * 4 - 

Vcrfi 7. The righteous confaereth the caufe-oft ha poore] The 
catife, not the perfon of the poore, for thats forbidden in the law', 
■Lev it, 19. 15. The great mull not be favoured fo; their might, 
nor the mean for their mtlery .• buc ^uftice, ^uftice inuft bedone 
to all, as AUfes hath it, that is, even law and execution of right, 
fas the oath runs that is given to our J udges,) without relpedt of 
Perfons, The caufe of the poor and needy muftcone into equal! 
ballancewith the rich and mighty deft he be trampled on by thole 
fat buls of Bafan, to his utter undoing. For a poore man 
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a inaUe in his fhd), cruft that and yee kill 

h ™Brtthe wicked regardeth not to know it] Vnleffe there were 
more to be got by it. Felix had foon enough of Tunis defence, 
hecaufe he expected fome bribe from him, but nothing came. 

How ill-willing was that un juft judge ( Luke 18.) either to take 
knowledge of, or to take courl'e for the relief of the poore wid- 
dow! Apert bttrfam, aperiam bnccam, frith the greedy Lawyer.- 
thev that cannot laviflhmony out of the bag, are little welcome 
to thefe C^msmmnlga, as one cals them, thefe purfe-fuckers that 
will weigh your gold but not your caufe 5 and if a man put not 
into their mouths, they even prepare wane againfthim, Alien. 

T Verf. 8 . Scornful!men bring aCity into a fnare] The vulgar 
renders \i,peftilcnt perfons undo a City or a State, as A abaft did 
the Ammonites, 1 Sam. 11 . 2 , 11 .and as his fonne Hamm A id much 
more, a Sam. 10 4. with 12 , 31 . Mocking is catching, as the Pe- 
ftilence: and no lefle pernicious to the whole Country. Cjiraldus 
Cambrenfis tels of three Iri(h Kings, that being derided for their 
rude habits and faftions, rebelled and let. the Country m a com- 
butlion. And the young King of France jetting at William the 
Conquerours great belly, whereof he faid he lay m at Rouen 
fo irritated him, as he being recovered of a ficknelie, entred 
Prance in the chiefeft time of their fruits, making fpoyle of all m 
in his way till he came even to Tar is where this lcornrul King 
then was, to fhew him of his vificing : and from thence march: 
to the City of Monts, which he utterly fackt and ranlackt, razed D 

andharaled. „ . ... 

But wife men tame away wrath"] They ftand in the gap and di¬ 
vert the divine difpleafure Tfal. 1c6.23.Ezek- » 3 - 5 - ‘^ ir P cr ~ 
fons are in acceptation ; God will look upon them, ana do much 
for them, when he is moft of all angry with the wicked, Exod 32. 
10.14 lob 22 . ult (fen. 18.32. Their prayers alfoare prevalent: 
fomething the Lord will yeeld therunto when meft bitterly bent 
againft a people, Ad'atth. ; 4 * ac. and when unchangably reloivcd 

upon their ruinc 3 he takescuurle to filcnce fuch, pray not for this 

people. Sanctum feme-n ft at umcn terra. Jja.6. 13. The innocent 
fhall deliver the Hand, loh.22 30. ^ 

Verf. 9. If a Wife man contencleth with a joolifh W4»_J_-.uch tools 
were the Pharifees (though lor their worldly wil'dome called 
Princes of this world, 1 Cor . 7.8.) Matth. H. Chrift pi- 
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fed to them, Iohn mourned to them.neither wrought upon them; 
inch Was their peevilhneffe and pertinacy in evil, that they re¬ 
jected the councel of God againft themfelvesfixk. 7,3c. being iwrati 
gratia Dei ,as a^mbrofe hath it, receiving the grace of God in vain 
as Pd«/,turning goodnouriftiment into vitious humors as foul 
macks ufe to do: And as wine a ftrong remedy againft hemlock 

yet mingled with it doubles the force of the poyfo:i.- fo was it 
with the mod powerful means of grace, mingled with their ob- 
ftinacy and unbelief. Tigers are enraged with perf umes and vul¬ 
tures killed with oyleof roles, as Arifiotle writeth. 

Verf. 10. The blood-thirty hate the upright 1 ] As Cain did tA- 
/»f/forhisgoodneiTe, 1 Iohn%. 12. and as many bloody villains 
flill, who bear about, and lo farre as they dare make ufe of Cains 
club to knock on the head Gods righteous <syTbels. All hatred is 
bloody, butefpecially the habit of hatred. No fight pleafed Han- 
nibal better then a ditch running over with mans blood. Nothing 
would fatisfie Farnefms the Popes champion, but to ride his horie, 
up to his skirts in the blood of the Lutherans. Charles the ninth of 
France (Author of the Parifian maflacre,)looking ,ipon the dead 
carkafleof the Admiral, that dank by being long kept unburied, 
uttered this more (linking fpeech: _Qudm fuaviter olet cadaver 
inimici. Howfweetis the fmell of an enemies 1 arcade? And the 
Queen-mother of Scotland, beholdingthe dead bodies of her Pro- 
tedant lubjedfo, whom Ihe had flainein battel, faid. that fhe ne¬ 
ver favv a finer piece of tapiftry in all her life. 

Btit the juft fecl^his foule] In a good fenfe, as Pfal. 142.4. 
Seek the falvation of it, as Qu id did of his deadlit ft enemies, as 
Paul did of his Countrymen the Jews, of whom five times he 
received forty dripes lave one, 2 Cor. 11.24. As the Dilciplcs did 
of thole fp.teful kharilees, that had caufeltfly iccu(ed them. 
A/at. ij.2, 12. as that Martyr Matter Senders did, A/y Lord 
(faid he to Bifhop 'Bonner j yon feektny blond and yen (hall have it. 
1 pray God ] Ai may be Jo baptized in it, that you may hereafter 
loath biev.d-fueling, and fo become a better man. And another 
time, v.h,n Steven Cjardiner being prettily nipped and tuuched 
by che fame Sanders fud, (farry away this frenzie foole toprifon; 
heanfwtred, that he did give Cjod thunks whichh. :dgiven him at 
the la(l a place of refi and cjtiietncffe , where he might pray for the 
Bilbops comerfton. If ye will not heare mefpeak for myJelf\ faid 
another Martyr, then fend me to my prifon again am mg my toades 

and 
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and frogs which will not interrupt me Whiles I pray to Cjod for 
you. 

Verb 11. A foole uttereth all his mind"] He is full of chinkes 
andean hold nothing, his heart lies fo neare his mouth, that all 
will Giufuddenfy.>n 2 a foole, and CD^DS fuddenly is from the 
fame root. He hath little command of himlelf at any time, but 
efpecially when he is angry; then he fputters and Ipuesou. all 
that he hach in his hearc. The Sepcuaginc here tranflate, foole * , 
ttttereth all his anger, hepulsout his woodden dagger and cares ^ ' 
not whom he hits. Bilhop Bonner in his vifitation, becaufc the 
Bels rang not at his coming inco Hadham , nor the Church dref* 
fed up as it fiiould, called Doftor T Acker knave and hererick •. 
and linking at him.gave Sir Thomas fofelin , who then frood next 
to the Bilhop, a good fiewee under tbeeare ; whereat che Knig'nc 
fomeivhac aftonied at the fuddennefie of the quarrel, faid, what 
meunethyour Lordffnp ? have you been trained up in Will Summers 
hisfc>'oolc to ftrike him that ftands next you f The Bilhop Bill in a 
rage either heard not or would not heare. And when Mafter 
Tecknam would have excufed him by his long imprifomnent in 
theMarlhalley, whereby he was grown ttfty, he replied merrily, 

So it feemes Mailer Tecknam : For now that he is come forth 

of the Marfhalfey he is ready to go to Bedlam. See Chapt. AS. & Mon. 

i}. 23. fo1 ’J+o- 

But a wife man keepeth it in till afterwards ] Or, in an inner 
name, in the botcome and bolome of his mind till he fee a fit Be ? ch . or * n,n - 
feafon ; as know ing well that all truths are not fit for all times, loco ul^rk 
but diferetion mod be ufed, and taciturnity counted a vertue. oreanimi re- 
The Rabbines have this faying amongft them, A/aJora fepes legi , cdlu. 
decinhtdtvitiis, vota fanElimonu, filentium fapientia, Silence is 
no lefie a mound to wifdome.then vows areto holineffe, tything 
to riches, or their Maibrices paines to the Law. Open-hearted- 
nefle is a fruit of foole-hardinefle. Gird up therefore che loines Dirkc Aboih. 
of your minds with the golden girdle of meeknelfe,of wildome; 
and keep your mouth w ith a bridle, while the wicked is before 
you. Tfal. 19.’. 

Verf 12. If a ruler hearken to lyes, all his fervants are wickedf] 

He fhall have his zAiones and tVegones that will fay as he laies, 
and fit his humour ro a hake : as Doeg did Sauls, as the falfe 
Prophets did *Ahabs , as Herods Courtiers did him on his birch. 

<ky-feaft,_cfr?. Thefe were Jj t helves for fuch hatchets, fit lettice' 

for._ 
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~ "for fuch lips, fit fervants for fuch matters, 

C l d; Mobile mutatnr femper cum principe vulgtu. 

Like Prince like People. The common lore are like a flock of 
Cranestas the firft fly all follow: Or as in a beaft the whole body 
follows the head. Rulers are the looking-glafles according to 
which mott men drefle chemfelves. Their fins do much hurt as by 
Delinmre- j m p tttll tian (z Sam.z^. the Prince finned, the feople fuffered) 
ges plcftun- fo r imita ‘ tio „ . for ma n is a creature apt to imitate, and is led 
tur At im. mQb hjs eycs then by his eares. Magis inventvr quid fecerit 
Miter flftam qtuddoevit Plato , faith ^vgvfine. Jvpiters adul- 
teries drew the people to like wanconneffe. H :nce £ barea m 
Terence, Hec coo non facerem qua Jupiter fecit ? faith he, fhould 
I make dainty of doing that which Jupiter did ? Height of place 
ever adds two wings to fin, Example and Scandil, whereby it 
foares higher, and flies much farther. Let Rulers therefore look 
to it: Let them not be partakers of other mens fins. x Tim^.zz. 
(they have enow of their own to anfwer for, potenur 

torquebwtur ) let them take heed that the iniquity of their heeles 
(of thole that follow them at heeles) doth net compare them 

abottt* Pfal.^ 9 ‘ 5 - / -1 -tl • 1 

Verfi.13. The poore and the ufttrer meet together J ihatis.tne 

pooreand the rich, as Chap.zz.z. becaut'e commonly ufurers are 
rich men, and many rich men ufurers. The Lori lightened both 
their eyes, That is, he gives them the light of lie, fob. r.8. and 
the comforts of life, Mat. 5-45. fo that their eyes are hghtned, 
as Jonathans were after he had tatted of the wil i honey, 1 Sam. 

1 a Qcheis read ic thus; The poore arid the deceived (or erttfljed bj 
the nfhrer ) meet together, that is, condole, or comfort one 
another: beetle they are both in the dark, as 1: were of pover¬ 
ty and mil'ery, they can do one another but little help, more 
then by commending their cafes to God; who thereupon m- 
liahtneth them both: that is, either he implies :heir wants, and 
lo their eyes are opened, as Jonathans were ; or elfe gives them 
patience as he did thole beleevmgHebrews, chip, 10.32. But call 
to remembrance the former daics in the which after jc tvere iH »■ 
minuted {-viz. to fie the glory that fhall be revealed, whereof 
all the luflerings of this life are not worthy, Rom 8.18 ) Te endjh 
reda treat fitht of aft Mi on. If we read it. The poore and the ip- 
rer meet toother-, the Lordenlightneth both their eyes, undeiftmd 
it thus; the poore man he cnlightneth by pi.tiencc, thcufurec 
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by repentance, and grace to break off his fins by righteoufnefle, 
and his iniquity by (liewing mercy to the poore, as Zacbew y Mat- 
thew, and thofe ufurious Jews did, Neh.$. 

Verf, 14 The King that faithfullyjudgeth the poore &c"] An 
office not unbefeeming the greateft King to fit in perfon to heare i 

the poore mans caufe, lames the fourth of Scotland was fo* this 
caufc called the poore mans King. I have feen ( faith a late Tra- jj 

veller) the King of Per fa many times to alight from his horfc 
only to do/uftice to a poore body. Help O King, faid the poore 
woman to lehoram : And if thou wilt not heare and right me I 

why doftchoutake.uponthee to be King? faid another woman j 

to Philip King of Macedony. It is a mercy to have Judges modi C^proMi- j 
cade ant qua fentimt, as the Oracour hath it, fo that they have * \ 

courage to do what they judge fic to be done. Iufetiour Judges j 

may be weighed and fwayed by gifts or greatneffe of an Adverfa- j 

ry to paffe an unrighteous fentcnce: Not fo a King: he neither i 

needs, narfearesanyman: but is, if he be right, ( as one faith \ 

of a juft Law ) an heart without attention, an eye without luft, j 

a mind without paffian, a treaftrer which keepeth for every man ! 

what hehath, and diftributeth to every man what he ought to j 

have. , „ , .j 

vipti xAenv te xjtea ihHit. Phocyi. j 

Loe filch a Prince (hall fit firme upon his throne; his Kingdome J 

(hall be bound to him with chaines of Adamant, a sDianyfus | 

dreamt that his was *, he (hall have the hearts of his Subjeifts, | 

which is the beft life-guarde, and God for his prote&ion; for he 
is profefledly the poore mans Patron. .Pfal.9. .and makes heavy 
complaints of thole that wrong them.7/^.3. ix..\o.^Amos y.& 8 . 

Zeph, 3. _ t 

Vc rf, 15 • The rod and reproofe give fvifdom\ If reproore do 
the deed, the rod may be (pared, and not elfe. Chryfppvsisby ; 

fome cryed out upon as the firft that brought the life of a rod into 
the fchooles ; but there is no doing without it; for children are 
foolifh, apt to imitate others in their vices before they know j 

them to be vices; and though better taught, yet eaGly corrup- ! 

ted by evill company, as young Lapwings are foon fnatchtup by j 

every Buzzard. Now therefore as mothes are beaten out of • 

Garments with a rod, fo mutt vices out of childrens hearts. 

Vexatiodat inteRettunt) Snurt inakcs Wit) it js.puUQ-W^thC'fpd 


of corre&ion. See Chap. 22.15;. 
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But a child left to himfelfe bringeth hie mother ire] For her 
fondnefle in cockering of him, and hiding his faults from his fa¬ 
ther left he ftiould correct or caftieire him. Mothers have a main 
hand in education of the children, and ufually 'P.trttu [equitur 
•ventrem, the birth follows the belly, as we fee in the Kings of 
Judah, whole mothers are therefore frequently nominated. No 
vs onder therfore though the mother deeply (hare in :he (Lame and 
griefe of her darlings milcarriages. See chap. 15.20. 

Verf. 16. when the wicked are multiplied, tranfg'cffton encrea- 
feth] As faith the Proverb of the Ancients j wicitednefle pro¬ 
ceeded from the wicked. Miferable man hath by his fall from 
God contracted a neceflity of finning againft God And when a 
rabble of Rebels are gotten together, are grown many and 
mighty, they make account to carry all before then, and not to 
fufter a godly man to live, as in Spaine, and where the Inquifiti- 
on is admitted. But the righteous (hall fee their fall; fhall fee ie 
and rejoice at it, as the Hebrew DoCtors expound this Text by 
comparing it with Obad. 12.13. Thou fhouldft not have looked 
on the day of thy brother in the day of his calamity, neither 
fhouldft thou have rejoyced over the children of ludah,& c. The 
righteous ftiall rejoyce when he feeth the vengeance (being mo- 
Aherius Per* V£( j a zea { e 0 f God, he fhall rejoyce withti enabling ) he 
dmo tua cau * {Ball wafh his feet in the bloud of the wicked (beholding their 
t:i "‘ ruinche fhall become more cautious ) fothat a ma i fhall fay(any 

man but of an ordinary capacity fliall make this obfervation ) 
Verily there is a reward for the righteous, verily he is a God that 
judgeth in the earth, Pjal.tf.io t u. that will link to the bottom 
the bottle of wickedneffe when once filled with thofe bitter wa¬ 
ters. Cjett.\%.\6 . 

Verf. 17. (forrett thy [on and he fhall give thee reft ] He will 
grow lo towardly, that thou (hale with lefle ado rule him when 
grownup, or at leaft, thou (hale have peace within, in that thou 
haft ufed Gods meanes to mend him. 

Tea, he/hall give delight 2 See dta/. 10. i.The often urging this 
■nurturing of Children,mews that it is a moft necefiary, but math 
neglefted duty. 

Verf 18. where there is no viftdn,the people per ijh] Ol‘, ate ba¬ 
red of all vertue, laid naked and open to the dim of divine dif- 
pleafure, fcattered, worfted, and driven back. Great is the 
nailery of thofe Braftleansoi whom it is faid, th;.t they are fine 

fttk 
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7 b, therege, [me lege, without faith. King, or Law. And no 
lefle unhappy thofe IJraelites abouc & 4 fds time, that for a long 
feafon had been without the true Cjod, and without a teaching 
Brief , and without Law , 2 Chron. 15.3. Then it was that Gods 
people were deftroyed for lack of knowledge Hof^C, And 
not long alter, that they forrowfully complained that there was 
no more any Prophet among them, nor any that knew how long, 

Pfal 74.9. no Minifter ordinary or extraordinary. How did it 
pitty our Saviour to fee the people as fbeep without a fhepheard? 

This troubled him more then their bodily bondage to the Ro¬ 
mms, which yet was very grievous. Mat 9 36- And what good 
heart can but bleed to think of thofe once flourifhmg Churches 
of Afta and Africa, now overfpred partly with Mahumetanifme, 
and partly with Heathenifme ; and that by the moft miferable 
occafion might befall , namely, famine of the word of God, 
through lack of Minifters! What a world of fetfs, fuperftm- 
onc and other horrible abufes got into the Church of Rome, 
when Prophefie was fupprefted, and reading theholy Scriptures 
inhibited > And what a flaughter of foules enfued thereupon ? 

Letters were framed by fome, as fent from hell to the Popifh 
Clergy Anno 1072. wherein the dcvill and his angels give them Mat.Parifhift. 
many thanks for fuch a number of foules fent them down daily, 
by their negletf of preaching, as had never been before : Hence 
it was, that in this Kingdome, at the firft Reformation, for 
wane of Minifters, Readers, were fent: Whence one of the Mar- 
tyrs wifhed that every able Minifter might have ten Congregati¬ 
ons committed to his charge, till further Provifton could be 
made. For of preaching it maybe faid, as once David did or 
Go links iword, There is none to that, for Conversion of fouls: as 
where that 1 s wanting people go tumbling to hel thick &threrold. 

But he th.v kcepeth the law , happy is lie] Though to want the 
word pieached and hncerely handled, rightly divided, (for as 
every 1 mnd is not mufick, io every Pulpit dilcourfe is not a kr- 
mon,) be a grew unhappinefle.a ready road to utter nune *. yet w 
not che bare hearing ot it that that renders a man blefled, unWle 
he hide it in his heart with David, and lift up his bands too to the 
pruftil'e of n, PfaL 119 48. The words of the law are verba vi- 
venfa lion legend* . as one laid, words to be lived and not read 
only. Let not your lives he Antinomians no more then your opi- 
nions.laith another.Thats a monftrous opinion ot tome vvenckfel- 
Xx 2 dlang > 
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dians, that a man was never truly mortified till he had put out all 
Y/endclinus. fenfe of fin orcareofduty .• if his confcience troubled him about 
fiich things; that was his imperfection, he was not mortified e- 
uough. SoraeofourAntinomians are not farre from this. Their 
predeeelfours in Germany held, that the Law and woiksonely be- 
Bucholccr. long to the Court of Rome : that good works are peniciofia ad fia- 
lutem, hurtful and hinderfome to falvation ; that that faying of 
Peter, Make your calling and election fare by good works , was 
dittuminhtile, an unprofitable faying; and Peter did not under- 
ftandChriftian liberty .-that fo foone as a man begins to think 
how he fhould live godlily and modeftly, he wandreih from the 
Goipel. David George was fo farre from accountin g adulteries, 
Vlt* Dav. fornications, incefts, &c. for being any finncs, that he did recora- 
Gcorg. mend them to his mod perfect fcholers, as ads of grace and 
mortification. This fellow was fure fomewhat a kir ne to thofe 
farpocratian hereticks in Saint Johns dayes,who taught that men 
mult finne, and do the will of all the Devils.otherwif: they could 
Epipfaan. not enter into heaven. 

Ver. 19. fiervant Wi// not be corrected bywords] Some fer- 
vants will not, but miift have blows. If words will do, 
they muft be chidden with go<?d words, and rot reviled. 
Chriftians muft be no brawlers, but gentle , (hewing all 
meeknefj'e to all men, Tit. 3. 2. And maftets muft c.o the fame 
things,forbearing threatning, knowing that their Matter alfo is 
in heaven, neither is there refpeft of perfons with him, Ephef,6. 
Sidbn* epifl. ^ Severitas ncc fit tetra nec tetricafi .aith Sidoniw . But becaufe 
fome MafHgU are of fo fervile a difpofition, that they muft be 
beaten to'their work, like thofe Phrygians, qnino>. nifi pgrio 
caJligantur, that will do nothing longer then fcourged to it.: or 
the Ruffian women, that love that husband beft that beats them 
moft, and think themfelves elfe not regarded , uniefle two or 
three times a day weLfavourdly fwadled; therefore let him that 
HcyKGcog. fcnoweshis matters will, and yet (out of ftoutnefle fullenncfle. 
Or laxincffe) will not do it, be beaten with many Jlrioes : let him 
be buffered for bis faults, xPet.i.io, and made firviceabie in 
all things,not gainlaying, not purloyning, Tit.2.9^ 

Verf. 20. See(l thou a man that it hafty in his mrarj Or Mat¬ 
ters: that weighs not his words before he utters them, but over- 
foon (hoots KsfoolMt, let it light where it will, hi: or mifle it 
matters not 5, that had rather be reckoned temrar.ow then n- 
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^ous, and is with child till delivered of an abortive birth .• that 
rafhly rulheth on the weightieft bofioefies, and holds itlofle of 
time to take counfel; this hafty headlong man, as he never wants 
woe, fo (becaufe he is no lefle headftrong then headlong, wife i» 
his owne conceit then witleffe in every mans elfe) there is more 
hope of a Naturall then of him, and foon.er be will be wrought 
upon. Scaliger tels us the nature of fame kinde of Amber is fuch, 
that it will draw to itfelfe all kinde of ftalkesof any herb, ex- 
cept r Bafilisk , an herb called Capitate, becaufe it maketh men $ f Exer- 
heady, filling their braines with blak exhalations. Thus thofe Ha - cir . ^o. Nura. ' 
kings, who by the fumes of their corrupt wills, are grown head- i 2 . 
ftrong, and withail are conceited (as chap. 26.12.) will not be 
drawne by that which drawes others that are of lower parts and 
capacities; it being eafier to deale with twenty mens rcafons, 
then with one mans will.Good therefore jts the counfel of Saint 
James,Eefwifit to heare 3 flowtofpeak> 8cc. and of the Preacher, 

Ecclef. 5.2. Be not rafti with thy mouth, and let not thy heart 
be hafty to utter any thing before God, in Prayer, Vo ws, and e- 
fpecially in preaching , It was a wife Tpecch of Arifiides, who be¬ 
ing required of the Empcrour to fpeak to fomething propound¬ 
ed ax tempore, anfwered, propound to foy, and I will aniwer to- 
morrow, for we are not of thofe that fpitor voput things, but 
of thofe that do them carefully and accurately. fiDcmofttettcs in 
like manner, when it was objeded unto him, that he came pre* 
meditated to plead, anfwered, that he if it might be pofljble 
would plead, . non tan turn ficr{pta fiedetiam ficnlpta, not things 
written only, but even engraven. And when ficcitu told Melon- 
El bon that it was little for his praife, thathe was so long ere he 
anfwered his adverlaries arguments, (he would take three days 
fometimes to think on it) he replyed. Nos non quarimw gloriom 
fiedveritatem , we feek not vidory but verity. 

Verf. 21. He that delicately bringeth up his fiervant j A m^ftef 
that would be (as he ought,) bpth loved and feared by his fer- 
vants, muft fee to two things, 1. The well-chufing; and 2. The 
well-ufing of them. This Salomon himfelf (that thus advifeth 
here) was not fo well advifed of \ forhe faw that feroboam (who 
gave occafion, as it is conceived, of uttering this Proverb) was 
meet for the work, and therefore (not examining his religion) 
entertained him into hisfervice, yea placed him over the family 
of jofieph, admitted him in;o fo muchfamiliarityjand fo let loofe 
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the bridle of domefticall difcipline to Mm, that he tc ok ftate up¬ 
on him as a young mafter in the houfe, ,>nd U>on after turned trai- 
tour, and would needs be as his fon, rr.cl % The like is to 
be feen in Abner lfbbofheths fervant; i.w fo naughty and 

haunty, that he might not be fpoken to. ifi-m. 3. Andin 2 i»». 
ri, whom his rtlafter El'ak fo favoured and eiteemed,that he made 
him capuine over the half-patt of his charets. But this begger 
thus fet on horfe*back, rides without reines to t he ruinc of 
his mafter and his whole houfe. 1King.16.il, So true is that 
of the Poet, e , , 

AeoflJTO; £S7 fWS7^i£<i ivjvyav. 

Afperius nihil efi humili dum far git in al turn, 

Tobiah the fervant is fo infolent there’s no dealing with 
him. 

Verf. a 2. An angry manflirreth up fir ife 3 See chapter 15.18. 
and 26. 21. 

• And a furious man'] Hebf. aA mafier of fury, or one that is 
mafiered and overmatched by his fury, that hath no :ommandof 
his paflions,but is tranfported by them, or (as fonre make the 
metaphor, and the Original will well bear it) is wed ded to them 
as a man is to his wife; commanded by them as the I’erfian Kings 
Plutarch. were by their concubines, being eaptivarum fuaum capitivi , 
flaves to their (laves. Such a man being big with wrath, not 
only breeds contention , but brings forth tranfgreflion in great 
abundance: he fees his mouth againft heaven , and his tongue 
walketh through the earth, &c, Pfal.ji, he lets dye on both 
hands, and layes about him like a mad man. 

- Verf. 23. A mans pride/ball bring him loVs] For ii: fets God a* 
gairtfthimand Angels, and men , not good men only , but bad 

men too, and thole chat are as proud as ihemfeives For where¬ 
as one drunkaid loves another, and one thief anotner, &c, one 
proud perfon cannot endure another, but feeks to undermine 
him , that he alone may bear the bell, carry the commen¬ 
dation, thepraifeand promotion. Secchap. 11. 2, & j>. 33. 
and 1 ft. 12. 

Verf, 24. IVhofo is partner ivith a theef, hafeth / is own fotile] 
Sich to hold the bag is as bad as to fill it; to content :o (in, or to 
conceal ic f asbad as to commit it. Hy the one as well as by the 
other, a man may eafiiy become as did, a/inner againft hit 
own foul, and cruelly cut the throat of it. Let our publike thee ves 
look to this. See Jfa, 1.22. He 


Heheareth curjing andbervrayefh it not] See Levit. 5,1. with 
the Note. To conceal treafon is trealon, fo here. Have no fel- 
lowftiip therefore with the unfruitful works of darknefle, but ra- 
ler reprove them. Let me be counted proud or pragmatical, 
faith Luther, rather then found guilty of finfulfilence; whiles, my 
lord fufferetb. - . L , r 

Verf 25. The fear of man hringeth a fnare] This cowardly paf- 
fion expectorates and expofes a man to many both fins and fuft'e- 
rings. And albeit faith, when it is in heart, quelieth and killeth 
diftruftful fear, and is therefore fitly oppofed to it in thisfaerqd 
fentence : yet in the very heft, Senfe .fights (ore againft Faith 
when it is upon its own dunghil, I mean, in a fenfible danger. 

Natures retratfion ofitfdf from avifiblefear may caufethepulle . 

of a Chriftian that beats truly and ftrongly in the main point (the 
ftate of the foul) to intermit and faulter at fuch a time, as we fee 
in the examples o f Abraham, lfahc,T> avid, &ter, others who 
ikwd fame trepidation and timidity , and like fearful birds and 
heads fell into the pits and toyles of the hunter, and hazzarded 
themfelves to Gods difpleafure. The Chameleon is laid to be the 
moft fearful of all Creatures, and doth therefore turn himfelf 
into fo many colours, to avoid danger, which yet will not be. 

God equally hateth the timorous and the treacherous.FearfuI men 
are the firft in that black bedrole, Rev. 21.8 
Tut he that trnfictb in the Lord/bali befafej Or, fet on high, as XcSuj & tu? 
on a rock his place of defence /ball be munitions of roc Eta. 33. tus. 

15. far out of harmes-way ; he (hall be kept fafe, as in a tower 
of bra(Te or town ofwar. Even the youth (hall faint and be 
weary, and the young men (hall utterly fallj But they that wait 
upon the Lord (hall mount up with wings as Eagles, &c. E/ay 40. 

30 31. Like as the cony that flyes to the holes in the rocks doth 
eaiily avoyd the dogs that purfue her, when the hare that trufts 
to the fvviftnefl'e of her legs, is at length overtaken and tornem 
pecces. So here. 

Verf. 26. Many fee^thc Rulers favour] More then the love of 
God • and’ fo caft themlelves into afecond fnare^efidesthar, 
verf--,. But as he that truly trufts in God will eafiiy expel the 
fearofman-- f 0 he that looks upon God as judge of all, from 
whofe fentence there is no appeal, will rather feek his face then 
the favour of any earthly judge whatloever. Efpecially,fince whe¬ 
ther the Judge clear him or call him, the judgment hepaUeth is 

from the Lord. ' v V£[f ' 2 7 - 
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'**' Ve^r. 47. Ah unjitft than is an domination to t’oejujQ Who 

yet hatfes him virum fed vitium, not the perfon of a wicked man 
bat his fin. (as the Phyfician hates the difeafe, but loves the Pati¬ 
ent and ftfives to recover him) he abhocres that, which is evil, 

. - perfe&ly hatts'it, <Pfat. 139. aa.hatesit as hell (fo the Greek 

fignifyes, Rom. i 2 9.) hates it in his deareft friends, as Afa • 
did in his mother Afaacba, , hates itmoft of allinf.imfelf, as ha¬ 
ving the divine nature transfuied intohim, (whereby he refembles 
God) and that life ofGod, whercunto fin (he knows) is ade- 
ftru&ivepoyfon, a fickncffe uritodeath, ilobn Hencehisim- 
placable artd no^effe impattiill hatred of all as well as any fin, 
for all hatted ; is dyitu ("as Ariftortehtthu) to the whole 

Aiift, Rhetor. It was faid of Antony that he hated a tyrant, not tyranny* 

it cannot be faid of a Saint, he hates finners, not fir, but thecon- 

<> *Ancl’he that'k'ufright'iH then'ay, is abomination to the wicked] 

^0'thelie is no loVe loft betwixt them. The divil hath/W ku 
limbesin'tW wicked people, they are aferpentine feed, a viperous 
'brood , and the old enmity continues, gen. 3.15. feecheNote 

- there. Antipathies there are in nature, as between the elephant 
and-bodre, the lyonand cock, thehorfe and chefione called 7 d- 

v rkxijrpe;^k. ^BUt this is nothing to ihatbetvmcthqgodly and 
thewicked: and why > but becaufe the ones works a re good and 
the others evil - and becaufe the juft man condemnes the unjuft 
by His contrary courfes; yea, he affrights hisheartand terrifyes 
him with his prefence and company. 

CHAP. XXX. 

Verf. I. The words of Agur the fon of Jskeh] 

Vulgar renders it. Verba Congregant!; filii Vomer,tis, 

1 taking thefe proper names for appellative* - as if the pen- 
man of this Chapter meant to tell us, that he wo aid here give us 

his facred Colie Sanies or Mifcellanies , fuch as he had taken up 
jeI* n l.jn. from thembuthesof wifeftmen, whohadvomited orcaftthem 
vat. upi in a like fenfeas that painter in o£Han drew Homer vomiting, 

and all the other Poets licking it up. This Agar ( whether he li- 

- ved in Salomons dayes or Heuekia's) was an excellent man (as the 

w T 7 d Gheber here ufed imports) vir bonus & prudent, minus ta • j 

darns ( as one faith of fejfe Vavids father ) a godly wife- i 

f man , though nothing be elfewhere fpoken of bun m Scripture. 

- Some think, that being tequefted by Ithiel and VcaU two of his . j 

difciDles to give them a leffon,, Socrates- like, he anfwered, Hoc 

This one thing I know, thac I know no- j 

thing: Surely 1 am more brutijb then any mam fc. of ray (elf, 
further then taught of God: for every man is 4 brute by bts oWn | 

under (landing, as Jeremy hath it. But I rather incline to thofe that j cr . io . 
take IthielsLndZtcal (otChrifi-, whofe goodneffe and power(tho(e ' 

two pillars of a Chriftians faith, as Iachin and 'Boas .were of Salo- 
^/Temple) is by thefe two names deciphered: and whom 

he propounds as the matter of his prophecy. Now becaufe fenfe 
of milery muft precede fenfe of mercy.- neither can any be wel- 
‘ cometoChrift, but the weary and heavy laden, therefore he firft 
bewaileshisown brutifimefle (fetching it up as low as Adam fal¬ 
len verb 2. and aggravating it in that he had not yet acquired 
better abilities, verf 3.) Next he flyes to Ithiel andWeal byithe 
force of a particular faith (Ithiel God with me, and Veal God 

Almighty, through whom I can do all things.) This, this was 

tfie right ready way of coming to Chrift; and him r.hat thus 
cometh, heewillinno wife caft out. John 6. 37. There is a good 

Interpreter ihac paralleling this Textwith Jer.9 . 2 3 > M- ^ads 
it thus. A gathering together of the words of Agur the fonne of 

Jaketh , Let the excellent man fay, Let God be mh me, let god Musfe* 
health me, and 1 fhall prevaile 

Verf. 2. Surely I am more brutijh then any man J Or, Surely 

1 have been brutifh fmee J was a man. See how this good m a vi¬ 
lifies yea nullifies himfelf to the utmoft. This was true hum-hty, 
thac like true balir.e ever finks to the bottom; when hypocritical, 
asovle. (wimesonthetop. Humilitas abhumo, becaufe lt iayes ; 

a man flat on the ground. Agur hid kcnlt hie Und Veal; hence j! 

he teeth fo little by himfelf, job 42-5- Notts mineeyes havefeen 
thee : therefore labhorremj felf^ me is me for Jam undone, 
faith Ifay, for mine eyes havefeen the King the Lord of hoajis, ch. 

4. He that looks intently upon the fun, hath his eyes dazeled* . ;! 

fo he that beholds the infinite excellencyes of God, confiders.the 1 

diftance, cannot but be fenfible of his own naughcinefie, nothing- J 

neffe It is fit the foundation (hould be laid deep, where chc . ^..A 

building is fo high. Uigurs humility was not more low, then his . *■ - j 
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aymes lofty : who hath afcended up into heaven ,&c. It is an high 
pitch that he flyes; for he knew well,that godlinefle a;; it begins in 
the right knowledge of our felves, io it ends in the right know¬ 
ledge of God. 

And have not the understanding of a ma»~\ Or, Neither is 
there in me the undemanding that Was in id dam. Man when he 
_ f . csrme firft out of Gods mint, Ihone molt glorious in knowledge 
Adami Sens righreoufneffe andholinelTe. Socman: fain him filly, and there- 
conditi flupi- in betray their own fillinefle. He had a large mealure of obje&ive 
ditasj'utnu. knowledge, both in natural things, and lupernarural; which we 
jorin infamcS have loft in him, i Cor. 2.14. This we fhould with Agur here fit 
poffhfsSrin. down and bevvaile, as thofe in Ezra did the burnt Temple, chap. 

1 3. 12. 

Nemo nafci- Verfi 3. Ineither learnedmfedorn ] As he had it not by nature, 
turarcifex. fo neither had he attained unto it by any paints or skill of his 
own. There is a fpirit indeed in man (a reasonable foule. and a 
faculty of reafoning) But the infpiration of the Almighty giveth 
undemanding. lob$ 2.8. Not that Agur negkded i he means of 

knowledge ; or put oifthe ftudy ofic (as Salomons fool, ^Prov.z^. 
7J fromaconceitoftheimpoflibilityofreachmgtc.it. Neither 
yet was he of their minde of whom Aufiin makes mention , that 
they caftoffthecareof knowledge, becaufe knowledge puffeth 
up; and fo would be ignorant that they might be h amble, and 
want knowledge that they might want pride. This was to do as 
the Philofopher that pluckt out his eyes, to avoyd the danger of 
In Apolog. unclcannefle. Sed nihil aliud egit qudm quodfatuitatem (nans urbi 
manifeftam fecit, faith Tertullian; wherein he proclaimed his own 
folly to all the countrey. Bur holy Agur here allures us.that flefli 
and blood never revealed thefe high things that folio n unto him, 
but as Paul was an Apoftle, fo was he a Prophet not c f men, nei- 
neither byman,butby JefusChriftandGod the Father, Gal. i.i, 
even the Father of lights, fam. 1 . 17. In natures fchoole nothing 
is to be learned concerning Ithiel and Veal. Saint Auguftin 
Confcff.Iib?. though much taken with Cicero’s Hortenfuts^tx. becaufe he found 
not the name of Chrift in it, he could not fo heartily a.led it. The 
Philofophers much magnify the minde of man as lull of 
-divine light and perlpicacy j when the truth i:els-us that 
it is 

- r - Afens oblita Dei, vitiorumque oblitace.no* 

There is nothing great in the earth but man , notl ing in man 

but 
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but his minde: Si eoufquefcandis 3 c<elum tranfeendis ( faid Favort- 

b philofopher V if you get up thither, you afeend beyond 

Zl. f talk ; ofnatu - - 

rail blindnefle and other evils born with him. Erras ftecum vt- 

tian lrci putes' (upervenere, ingeftafmt. You are out Agur (faith 

SeneL) ? ifyou talk on that manner: blindneffe is not naturall to 

you, but adventitious. Agur be walks his Ioffe in Adam. T s quif- 

Namres eye never faw, and therefore heart never rued. Thofe qucyircutcm 

that were born in hell know none other heaven, as the Proverb acgumt.nem,. 

that were born learned true wifdom from nemefa^enn- 

L min . but la thank God for tharmeafure toof tte hc 

had attained to. On the contrary, Tully tels us, that lnafmuch DcoegtUcJib. 

as every i^VkofThe DcoSq? 

Godsto weave,but of out felves that welive 

How different are the Saints in Scripture from the worlds &c<Scnt 

^NtlavethehtmUdgeofthebolft Thatis, of the Amelst as 
A or have he yowt g / j j few afand and deten . 

y ea rs m jearmng 01udje 

enter into the deep things of God? Bye hath ,,,fee, »°r ear heard 

& Vetf 4 . 'X hath afieM ttfi-oheave, or defended ? Who 
but the L °f™ •*** i, i, heave, t loh .t « h <j 
holy Angels upon that Son of man, the I a “‘ rh , Lnowledge^of 
Who, but thofe that have (mlomemeafute) e h f c h j 5 

thofe holy Ones, verfr,. the "°w^ ; God n Chnft, wh^ ^ 
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out to us here, that to know heavenly things is to afet nd into he a » 
ven. Even Arifiotle faith, that a little knowledge, ( though but 
conje&ural) about heavenly things, is to be preferred above 
much knowledge, though certain, about inferiourt rings: and 
De carlo text. yet he knew no heaven beyond the moveable heavens, neither ac- 
99. knowledged any body, or time, or place, or vacuum there. The 

truth is, no naturall knowledge can be had of the thirdheaven. 

• nor any help by humane Artsfor it is neither afp ettable nor 

moveable. As no man hath feen God at any time,fo , no? hea¬ 
ven, the throne of God: only the onely begotten Son of God which 
is in the bofome of the father, Hehach declared both him and 
Heaven, loh, i. 18. as that, there are many Manfions, Crownes, 
V .• Scepters, Kingdomes, Gloryes, Beauties. Angelica!I entertain¬ 

ments, beatificalvifions, fweeteftvarieties,felicities, eternities. 

* And yet all this, or whatever more can be faid of heavens hap- 

pineffe, is not the one half (as (be faid of Salomons magnificence) 
of what we (hall find in that city of pearle. To expi e(fe it is as 
impofifible as to compaffe the heaven with a fpan, or contain the 
Ocean in anutfhell. Let there be continual afcenlions thither 
in our heartslet us lift up h :arts and hands to Goc in the hea¬ 
vens, and he will fhortly lend his chariots for hs, as fofeph did 
for his father- - fetch us riding upon the clouds, convoy us by 
his Angels through the ayre, as through the enemies countrey, 
and put us into that Panegyris that Generali Aftembly i nd folemne 
celebrity of holy and happy foules, Heb. 12.23. As n the mean 
fpace, how fhould we every day take a turne or two with Chrift 
upon mount TaboA get up to the top of Tifgah wit! MojesanA 
take a profpeft of heaven ? turne every folemnity htoafchooi 
of Divinity ?■ Say as Fulgentius, when he faw the Nobility of 
Rome fit mounted in their bravery, < 5 * tails efi Roma te* re fir Squa¬ 
lls eft Roma oeleftis ? If Rome be i’uch a glorious plac; , what is 
"Heaven? What mufick may we think there is in ht aven ? faid 
another good foul when he fat and heard a good con fort of mu¬ 
fick. This, this is the principal end and mod pr ofitable ufe 
of all creatures 1 cum fcaU nobis & aU fiant, when taey become 
ladders and wings to us, to mount up to heaven. 

Who hath gathered the Wind in his fifis &cC\ None )ut GOD 
the great wonder-worker, the right ^ALoltu, xhitbringethths 
Winds out of his treafures, PfaC. 135* an d bidsthem at his pleafure 
PeaczandhrJlilL WereacLof awhirle-wind. raifed.by the devil, 

lo& 
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fob 1.19 • and of a tempeft layd by the Magicians. Herodotus in 
<Polymnia $ but it cannot be faid as 1 King . 19.11. that God was 
not in that windtfor he hath the royalty of al the creatures,though 
he firffer the devil to play Rex fometimes, for ends beft known to 
himfelf. 

Who hath bound the waters in a garment"} Thofe above thefir-> 
mament in clouds (thorow which they diftill and drop down,as 
water would do if bound up in a garment) thole below in chan- 
neb and bott!es,as the Pfalmift hath it. Water is naturally above 
the earth, as the garment above the body: and would (but for 
the providence ot God) prove as the (hire made for the murthe- 
ring of Agamemnon, where the head had no iflue out,&c. See my 
Notes on 1. 

What is his name} GOD is above all name (to fpeak properly) 
when Manoah enquires after his name, the anfweris, TisWon- 
ierfull : that is, I am called as I am called; but fuch is thy wcak- 
nefle that it pafTeth thy conception: this Ocean will not be mea- 
fured by the mufcle-fhel. Malta nomina & numlna fibi finxerunt 
Inf deles, the Heathens had many names for their dunghill-dei- 
tyes: but the Africans called an unknown 6Wwhom they wor- 
fhipped, Amon, that is, Hcus tu quis efi l Hark, who arc thou ? Lib. de Ikd. 
as Plutarch relateth, & Ofirid.. 

And what is his Sonnes name ? J C H RIS T hath many names 
in holy Scripture, as Ifa. 9. 6 , 7. So Jehovah our righteoufneffc, 

Mejjiah the Prince , ‘ban. 9. whereuntoanfwerethinthe New* 

Teftament, the Lord CHRIST: but Who can declare his genera¬ 
tion? I fa. $3-8. whether that etecnall generation, or that in the 
fulne/Te of time, the myftery whereof was beyond words ? Our 
fafeft eloquence here will be our filence,. our greatefi knowledge 
a learned ignorance. Only we have here a clear teftimony of the 
deftinttion of the peri'ons ; and that the Ion is coequall and con- 
lubftantiall with the Father, fith He is alfo (as the Father) above 
all name and notion. :!.• 

If thou canfl tell} But fo can none: No.manknoweth the Sonne 
but the Father, neither doth any man know the Father but the Sonnet,, 
and he to whom the Sonne will reveale him, Mat..! It.. 27. The Son 
is fo like the Father here, that if yoli know the one,ye cannot but 
know the other. Jeh. 14. 7,8, 9.. Milk is not fo like milk. Non 
tam ovum ovofmile . He is the brightneffe of his Fathers gfory, 
and the exptefle image of hisPerfon. Hck 1.3, Seethe Note 
Yy 3 _ there: 
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there. And if we defirtTgTafle" wherein to beholTthe face of 
Ged-theTather and of his Sonne* here is one he id forth in the 


, Every word of God -is fare: he is ajh 'eld~\ Albeit aii 
the ficredSentences contain'd in this bleifed book t re pure,preci- 
ous and profitable,yet as one ftar in heaven out-fhin-:th another,fo 
doth one Proverb another, and this is among the reft, veto in- 
?i„d I»r lumtmimre', an eminent fentence often recorded in 

fuit admira- Scripture, and farre better worthy then ever /W.'w his fetenth 
tionis apuJ ode was to be written in letters of gold. Every word of God 
Rhodios utfu- js fe p ’ rer c hen gold tried in the fire. Rev. 3- -7- Purer then 
erh fcripta >n ^ - n a f urP p ace , and {even times purified, Pfal. i a. 6. ?«- 
IS *£“ iim (therefore that odious Apoftate.) is not to be hearkened to, 
Job. Manl.Ioc, Who raid there was as good [tufa in •Thocyltiiei as in S.ihmm ,in 
Com. 414- Plndarus hisOdes as in 'Davids Pfalmes. Nor is that brawling 
Porphyry to be regarded, who blafphemoufly accuCeth‘D* 
niil the Prophet, and Matthew the Evangeltft. as enters of lies. 
Os durum < The Jefuites-f fome of them) fay iitt e le-fle of Saint 
Pauls Epiftles ; which they could with by lome means cenfured 
Spec. Europs. a nd reformed, as dangerous to be read, and favouring of herejie 
in fome-places. Traditions they commonly accc unt the touch- 
ftoneof do&rine, and foundation of faith ; the Scriptures to be 
rather a CommoAitoriumyLisTellarmine cals it,) a kind of itore- 
Grcg. in 3 . houfe for advice,• then & animamDci, the heart andtoule 

Reg. of God J -Gregory cals them,a fortrefle againft i rrours, as iAh- 

auftme. The Apoftie calleth concupifcence finne ; at non licet no- 
comra trrorcT. %is italcqui, but wcmaynoccallk fo l'aich GPofvine. the Jefuit. 
Aug. in Johan. The Author to the Hebrews faith, -Marriage is honourable among 
«■ *»?• 2 ; a g me „. But-the Rhemifts on 1 Cor. 7*9. lay the t -the marriage 
toil jvin- a p - ofPfieftsisthe worft lorcofincontmency. Chrift faith the-fin a- 
1 Anuq. 0 gainft the Holy Ghofthath no remiftion. Be liar mine faith, that 
ft may be forgiven. The Councel of Conftance comes m with a 
Lib.rdeF x-^bft ante againft Chrifts inftitution; withholding die Cup 
nit. cap. 16. from ; t he People auheSacramenc. And^a Partfr.m Doftour cels 
us that although the.Apoftle would have fermons and lervice ce- 
yoataa. in . / d in a knownrongue, yet the Church for very good caiue 
1 Cor ‘ 14 hath Otherwife-ordered it. ■ ‘Bifhop Bonners Cha pin called the 
Bible in\c<xne 7 hisJittfe p.retty gods book, and judged it worthy 
tobe burntylancfuant doBrina peregrind, -as ftrani;e dottrine. bif 
fording‘Reynolds faidic contained fome things prophaneand a- 
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pocryphal. Others have ftiledit the mother of here fie, and there 
fore not fit to be read by the common people, left they fuck- 
poyfon out of it. Prodigious blafphemy I Of the purity and pe- 
rennicy of the holy Scriptures, See more in my true treafurc,./;^. 

85. 13 9 - t 

He is a fhield to them that put their trujl in him ] See Gen 15.1. 
with the note, and Prov. 29. 25. 

Verf. 6 . Adde thou not unto his word/f As the Jews do this Euxt0l f 
day by their traditions, which tbeyrarrogantly call Majhlnmnu- rj - ai> ’ 1 
tha Completio PerfeBlo: becaufe they think that thereby the Law 
iscoinpleated and perfeded, as the Artemonites, (and after them 
the ichoolmen ) corrupted the '•cripcure out of Ar'tftotle and 
Ikeopbrafiw, turning all into queftions and quillets. As C^Iaho- B r ;gh tm . up . 
met jayned his sMlfuridi his fervice book, an horribteheap ofall onRcv.p.292. 
blafphemies, to the three parts of; holy Scripture (as he divides 
them,) the Law, Pfalmes, : and Gofpel: As the Papifts adde their 
humane inventions, and unwritten verities: which they equal¬ 
ise unto, if not preferre before the book of God, as appears by 
that heathenifh decree of the Corned of Trent.' And when at the 
Councel oiTaJil, the Hufffte9 denied to receive, ahy do&rine 
that could not be proved by Scripture,- ffardinal Caftan anfwered j ncob Rev ; us 
that Scriptures were not of the being of the Church, hut of the hift.Pontlf. 

well-being: and that they were to be expounded, according to p 25?. 
the current rite of the Church; which if it change its mind, tfte 
judgement of God is alfo changed. Laftly, Tilth adde to Gods 
Word, as wreft it and rack ir, making it fpeak. that which it ne¬ 
ver thought: caufingic to go two miles where it would go but N 

one: gnawing and tawing it to their own purpofes, as the 5 hoo- \ 

maker taws his upper-leather with his ceeth. Tertullian cals 
Marcion the heretick Mm Ponticus t of his arroding and gnawing 
the Scripture to make it ferviceable to his errours. 

Left he reprove tkeef Both verbally and penally; both with 
words and blows. Left he feverely punifh thee, as one that addes 
to his Will, or imbafeth his coyne. 

sAnd thou be found a liar} As all Popifh forgers and foyfters 
at this day are found to be. God hath ever railed up fuch 4s have 
detected their impoftures, and vindicated the purity and perfe- 
ftion of the facred Scripture. 

Verf. T wo things have 1 required of the e~\ Two fpeciall re- 
quefts he had among manyfor our prefent condition is a con¬ 
dition 
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“ dicion of Angular vanity and indigency: weget our living by beg¬ 
ging, and are never without foraewhat to be required of God j 
■never without our wants and aylments,and fuits for fupplies. 

Deni me them noQ See here both his familiarity with Godin 
Prayer, and his importunity: for a lazy fuitotr begs a denial: 
Agur therefore re-enforceth his requeft: itwashoneft, elfe he 
would never have begun it: but being fo, he is refolved to fol¬ 
low it. So doth David with his one thing which he did defire, 
and he would defire, Pfal. 27.4. he would never give it over. So 
Jacob would have a blefling, and therefore wrafles with might 
an & flight: and this he doth in the night and alone, and when 
God was leaving him, and upon oneleg, He hid 2 hard pullo( 
it, and yet he prevailed. Let me go, faith God; '.STo, thou (halt 
not go, faith Jacob , till I have my requeft* It is not unlawful for 
l avttiAt'av us to be unmannerly in Prayer, to be importuna :e, and after a 
. o fort impudent, Luke 18.8. was not the woman of Canaan fo? 
Lu * ^.15.23. She came for a cure, and acute fie would have: 

Pi-opcer im- an( j j c C00) w i t h an high commendation of her heroical faith, 
probicatem. -^htifthe was no penny-father, be had more bldTwgs then one, 
CVen the abundance of Spirit for them that askic. When poore 
men make requefts to us, we-ufually anfwer th :m as the Eccho 
doth the voice, the anfwercuts off half the Petition : if they ask 
ustwo things, we think we deal well if we grant them one. Few 
Naamans, that when you beg one talent, will force you to take 
two. But God heaps mercies upon his fuppliants: and blames 
them for their frtodefty in asking. Hithertoyou have askcdm no¬ 
thin?. Nothing to-what you might have done i.nd (bould have 
had? *s4skz that your joy may be full. Thou fhculdft have fmitv 
tenfive or fix times, (faid the Prophet to the King of Ifratl, 
i Kings r 4 - that fmote thrice only) then hadft thou.lmitten Syria till thou 
l8 -’ 19 ' hadft confumed it. , , ■ e , 

Before J die] q. d. I intend to be a daily fuitor for themwhiilt 
I live ; and when I die, I (hall have no more to do in this kind. 
Every one as he hath fome fpecial grace or gift aDOve others, and 
as he iv dogged with fome fpecial temptation or violent corrupti¬ 
on fo he hath fome great requeft. And God holds him haply 
in’hand about it all his hie-long; that he may daily heare 
from him, and that a conftantentercourfe may be maintained. 
Thus it was with David, Tfal. 27.4. and with Paul, 2 Cor. U. 
2 , ?, In this cafe we mufl rcfolveto gwe God 30 reft, neverto 
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ftand before him, but ply this Edition: and yet take heed of 
preferibing to h'un of limiting the holy one of Ifrael : fay with La. 
ther , Fiat voluntas mea : Let my mlibe done : but then he ; fweetly 
fals off, with Mea voluntas Domine 7 (jrtiatttaMy\\/in Lord,DueDe- 
caufe it is and no further then it is thy will too. _ 

Verf 8 . Remove farre from ms vanity and hesj 1. e. All torts ot 
finnes, thofe lying vanities rhac promife much happineffe to thofe 
that purfue them, but perform little enough fhame at the belt, 
but ufually deatb,Rom.6. 21.^3. Free me both from the dammng & 
from the domineering power of fin,both from the fling and (tain of 
it, from the guilt and filth, from the crime and c Mfi e > c " e 
power and puaifhmenc. Let my Perfon be luftified, and my 
lulls mortified. Forgive me mytrefpajfes , and deliver me from 

Give me neither Poverty nor Richesff So that God muft give 
to be poore as well as to be rich. He makes holes in the money¬ 
bag Hazzai x. 6. and he ftops the fecret ifiues and drains of e*- 
pence,at whichmenseftates run out,theyknow not how nor when, 
would have neither Poverty (for the many inconveniences 
and difeomforcschat attend it) nor yet riches, /for the many 
cares, cumbers, and other evils not a few that follow them) but 
a mediocrity, a competency, a ftifficiency without fpperfluicy. 
A (late too big (he knew) is croublefomc, as well as afhooe too 
big for the foot. They lay itisnot the great cage that makes 
the bird fing : fure weare, it is not the great eftate that brings al- 
ways the inward joy, the cordial contentment, Glafle keeps out 
windand raine, butlets in thclight, : andis therefore ufeful in 
buildino. A moderate eftate is neither fo mean as toexpofc a 
man tofoe injuries, nor fo great as to exclude a man from the in¬ 
fluence of heaven. A ftaffe may help a.traveller, but a bundle of 
flaves maybe a burden to him: fomaytoo great an eftate to a 

^ } Feed me with food convenient for me~^d<i>fPt>ithjoodpfmine'aUtif}- 

Me, or which thou feed fit to allow me; fo rmichas my demenfum 
comes to, the piece that thou haft cut for me,the portion that be¬ 
longs unto me, the bread of the day for the day; Give me datlj 
bread, that I msy . in diem vivere , a s&amtihan faith tM W S “?» 
the little birds, that have their meat brought in every, day, by_their 
damns without defeatmenc. And herunto the originalfiete Teems 
tp illude.TomponiwAtticM thus defineth riches. Divttk[unt } ad 
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hgcm Matur&compojitnpaapertas Riches are fuch a Povcrtyor Me* 
drocric}, as hath enough for natures ufcs.Ff 1 may h.vc but offm 
& d€]<i(itn } a morfel of meat, a mouthful of water, and conveni¬ 
ent caching, I fhall not envy the richeft Craft-, s or Crajfw 
upon earth. See the notes on Matth. 6. ij. aid iTimoth. 
6 : 8 , 

Verl! p. Lett 1 be full and deny thee, crej Fulnefie breeds for- 
gctfulndfe, futurity fecurity, Deut.32. 15. Seethe note there t 
and 1 Tim 6.17, with the note ; Every graine of riches hath a 
vermin of pride and ambition on it. A man may di fire them, as 
ene dtfires a fhip to pafife over the fea, from one countrey to an¬ 
other. hut to many they prove hinderances to heaven, remoras 
to religious pradices. Many in their low efkate could ferve God, 
but now refemble the Moon, which never fufters eclipfe but at 
her full j and that is by the earths interpofition bet -veen the Sun 
ahdheti’dE Even ah dgffrMi fed may grow wanton, and be 
dipping his fingers in the devils fimee ; yea to farre may he forget 
•hiWftlf as to deU) the Lard, (Of as the Hebrew hath it, belj him) 
dHglvatehishoufe-keeping) and caft a flurre upon his work and 
wag& by his lhameful apoftacy 5 yea (as Pharaoh- lik ;)to ask who 
»the Lord} as if fuch werfe^petty‘gods within: therHelves, and 
couHl by:the help of their-Mamtivcm do well enough without 
hifo. 5 »»tW^W 6 'alt-h did him Wore hurt theh his v iicdomedid 
him gOed, Zcclcf.2. It Was his'abundance that drew outhisfpi- 
fics, ahd diffolved him, and brought him to fo low an ebbe in 
grate. ■ " \ ■ 

. Or left the voire toil fitaQ Neteffity is an hard weapon* we 

ruiTic'um U toffy Htogtris \dn evlUCounfeUcur \ an dPowvtf is hold W 
Fames nn!e- &&***£ ^'tidhdek cals it. The bifetfortOf People in Swethland 
fuaiiaaudix do alWayS breaktheSabbathjfiaymg.ihadtis only forGendcmen 
jiaupcitas. to keep that day .Andthe poorer fort amongft u$(fome oftbeml 
mean that have learnd no betrer)hoid theft in them, Tmiiurftny 
at ftirft, a peccadillo, aii excul^bleevilj/or eitherwe muftvft^aijfay 
they. Or ftatvdthtbelly hath ho ears,our poordiilc ren muft not 
pjftfc andperilh fcc.And truly then do not defpife (i z.notfo much 
dtfiife)k\ hief.ilhe ftealto fatisfie bfefoul when he is hungry,faith 
Satom^Xfyov. 6. 30,) inhik'argumenttfac an aduli ererrs worfe 
thett aUrntf: though 4 thfcf be bird -enough, Unit one of heaven, 
i f'M tf hetelforttectfftcy rA# ntv 

^*Yf**r,faith theGreek Proverb, there’s do remedy hut a bar¬ 
king 
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but left I take thj nam .» vam. f! TrA L t b e banks of 
verfation, inch as f p fin } as being more 

sts:s *» 

of any perfonal pumlhment. -1 j it be 

adultery, berefie, cofifpifaty,^'/ ‘5 Ki/' cldeft lounc of 
the Jefuites the P»P' ! f bl “SKS he was 
king o{Spoint, for /notfier, a fin 

murdered by the crudlnquifit ) j ne J C ^ r ift c he fonne 

breach iahis fa^. hy 
{hame> Et dicipotuijfe , & non potmfc refelh. 
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He that fpealceth what he Ihould not, (hall hcarofwhathe 
would nor. Put them in minde to fpeakjvill of no manf alfely and 
nfhly without caufe and necefiity. And why ? For ive our [elves 
alfo (t\en\Taui and thou Thus) were fometimes.fo rlijb, difobtcli¬ 
ent, &c. Tit. 3:1,2, 3. and may haply hearofit toourfhame 
and forrow, ( if we irritate others thereunto) by way of re¬ 
crimination, 

Verf, n, There is a generation that curfeth thei'father] An 
evil and an adulterous generation doubtlefle, a baflardly brood , as 
« tvs y (xoryt- vvere thofe tn the gofpel: a generation of vipers thit make their 
a is, M.u/12, wa y into the world by their dammes death. Theft monfters of 
yivi cHytJ'mV' men are doomed to deftrudion , Lev. 20. Hell gapes for them, 
Mat. 3. as a if 0 j c doth for fuch as revileor denigrate their R/. afters > Magi- 
ft.rates, Minifters, Benefadours, Ancients. There is a certaine 
plane which our Herbaliftscall herbamimpiam, or w'eked cudweed 
vvhofe yonger branches Bill yeeld flow res to overt op the elder. 
Such weeds grow too rife abroad: It is an ill foyle tt at produceth 
them. But of this, before. 

Verf. 12* There are a generation that are pure &c,] As the 
ancient Puritans,the Novatians,Donatifts.Cacharifts, Illuminates. 
Nan habeo r Domine cui ignofeas, laid one fujlitiary. I have done 
nothing Lord that needs thy pardon. Yc are thofi; that juftify 
your felves, faith Chrift to the Pharifees. *s 4 ll thefc things have l 
done from my youth , what want / jet ? laid one of them, that far 
overweened his own worth, and rated himfelf abov: the market, 
In all my labours they pall find noreiniquity in me: ( f;.ith guilty E- 
p hr aim) that were fin, Hof '2.8. that were a foul: bulinelTe to 
find iniquity in Ephraim whefe iniquities were(yei)gr own over his 
head, as appears throughout that whole Prophecy That man of 
yfr the Pope, will needs be heldfinlefle, and fun dry of hi. Vota¬ 
ries lay they can fupeierrogate. And are there noi amongft t.s, e- 
ven amongft us, fuch finneis before the Lord , that Hand upon 
their pantofle9, and proudly ask, who can lay, Hack is their 
eye ? There is a generationof thefe, that is, a continuall 
fucceflion of them. Such dufi heaps you may find in every 
corner. 

_ Andyet is not wafoed from their jilt binejfe] Either offieporfpi - 

a Cor- 7 * *-« ^ ^ a l| 0 w in fin like twine, and welter in wickednelfe, 

which is filth and blond, Ifa.^.jy. the vomit of a dog iPet. 2.22. 
the excrement of the devil, the fuperfluUj or garbage ofnaughti- 

nejfe 


Chap.3 o. upon ^Proverbs. 

rf^dthe (linking filth ofaPeftilent ulcer,as the Greek words 
uled by S c . lames chap. t. 21. do fignifie. The whole world ly- 
cth in wickednelfe, 1 Ioh. 5.1 9- as a lubber in alake, as a car- 
cafe in its (lime. Nilmmdam in mundo: and yet who fo forward 
toboaft of their good hearts to God-ward. 

Verf 13. Oh how lofty are their eyes’] The eyes are the feat of 
pride and dildain, which peep out at thefe windowes. The He¬ 
brews have a faying, that a mans minde is fooneft feen in oculis,in 
loculii) inpoculis, in his eyes, expences, cups. See Chap, 

Verf. 14. There is a generation whofe teeth Szc.] Thefe are fy- 
cophants, and greedy gripers, of whom before often in this 
book. In the year 1235. there were fpred through England cer¬ 
tain Roman uicrers,called (faurfiniquaffcapiente: urfi , devouring ^ 
beares (quoth Paris who had intangled the King, Nobles and « 
all that had to do with them. Thefe were called the Topes Mer¬ 
chants. 

Verf 1 5. The hor[e-leech hath two daughters] That is, two forks 
in her tongue, whereby fhe firft pricketh the flefli, and then fuck- ^ 
eth the blood. Hereunto Salomon feemeth to refemble thofe cru- re 
ell cormorants fpoken of in the former verfe. By thehorfe-leech m 
fome underftand the devil, that great red Dragon , red with the nj 
blood of To sties which he hath f eked and fwallowed. 1 Pet. 5. 8. or 
(feekingwhom he may let down his wide gullet, whiles he glut- 
elms their blood, as the young Eaglets arefaidtodo ( lob 39. 
30.) by a word made from the found.) By the horle-leeches j e 
two daughters they underftand Covetoufnejfe and Luxury : di 
whom the devil hath long fincc eipoufed to the Romifli 
Clergy. 

Cujus avaritU totHi nonfufficit orbis , 

Cujtu luxurue merctrix nonfufficit omnis. 

Verf 1 6. The grave] Which in Hebrew hath its name of cra¬ 
ving, It is a Sarcophagus , feeds on flelh, and it as little appears 
as once in Pharaohs lean kine; or as in thofe that having a flux,, 
takeinmuch but are neicher fuller norfatter. The word here 
ufedmay be rendered Hell-, called by the Latins, Infer mu ab 
Inferendo ,from the devils continuall carrying in fouls to chat place 
of torment, 
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/nd the barren womb'] Barren women are noft defirousof 
children, which yet are cert nine cares, but unart nine comforts. 
How' impatient was Rachel? how importunate was Hannah} 
One hath well obferved that the barren women in Scripture had 
the beft children, as being the fruit of their faith ,and the product 
of their prayers. The Vulgar renders it Os vulva, and Mercer 
Orificitm matricis , referring it not to barren, bt t to incontinent 
women; fuch as was Mejfala and other infatiacc punkes,^m/tt 
libidi non ex plot nr virili femine vel coitu. 

The earth that is not filled frith water J That cs.n never have e- 
rough at one time, to ferve at ail times. That’;, a (Irange earth 
or country that Pliny fpeaks of, ubificcitas aat l:ttttm>imbres pul- 
verem t where drought makes dirt, and raine car feih duft. And 
yet (bit is with us ( faith a Divine.) The plentiful (Bowers of 
Gods bleflings rained down upon us, are anlwen d with the dully 
barrennefie of our lives. The fweet dewes of Herman have made 
the hill of Sion more barren. Oh ! how inc?cul'ablefhall we 
be &c. 

And the fire that faith not. It is enough"] Fire s known to he 
agreatdevourer, turning all combuftibles into the fame nature 
with it felf. How many (lately cities hath this untamable 
element turned into afhes. ? It is an excellent obft rvation^^rr*- 
dotw, that the fparks and cinders of Troy are pur ?ofely l^ftef^rc 
the eyes of all men, that they might be an exunpletfthisftule, 
That great finnes bring great punijbmentsfrom Qe d uponjthefotos of 
men. Scipio having let Carthage on fire, and bel^dlM the bur¬ 
ning, forefaw and bewayled the deftiny oF/Gw/j^mach is it 
hath been ofeen burnt already, fo it (ball be (hoi tly^. to wrpofe: 
the Kings, mariners and merchants (landing aloof sd^d^k^lding 
the fmoke of her burning.foz/.iy.i 6 . & 18.8,p.(Tbd vl^lfcaft this 
rod of his wrath into the fire, burn this old whore, that fi^th fo 
long burnt the Saints for Hereticks , and refufed to be purged by 
any ocher nitre or means whatsoever: therefore all her drofle 
and trafh OaiXJ the fire. This is fo plain am ch, thateven the 
Papifts theta^if fpbfcribe to it. Hear what Ritera a learned Je- 
fuite faith, non fo Item ob prifiinam impieh tem, &c. That 

Rome as y^elf for its ancient impiety as for its late iniquity, (hall 
be deftroyed/With an horrible hre; it is fo pkin and evident, 
that he mult needs be a fool that doth but go about to de 


ny ic. 
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Chap. 30. upon the Proverbs. 

Verf J 7 The eye that mocketh at his father] As Ham did at 
Noah, 'And defpifeth to obey his mother , or Hfpifeth the Wrinkles of 
his mother, as fome read ic, that looks upon her with di.dain.as an 

old withered fool. _ , . - 

The ravens of the valley fijall phkjt out] o°d takes notice of 
the offending member, and appoints pumfioments for it: By the 
I uv fuch a child was to be put to death, and here is let down what Horat. pafccre 
kind of death: banging upon a tree, which the Greeks alfo call in cruce cor- 
a being calt co the crowcs ot favens. Thus the Scnptare «both 
Texcand glofli: one place opens another, the ProphetsexpUm i( 
thi law, they unfold and draw out that Arras that was fo.dcd, to¬ 
gether before. The ravens of thevallyesor brooks, are faid to CorvJ fl uvr ; at ;_ 
He molt ravenous; and the young Eagles or vultures finelout car-1,,. 
cafes, and the firft thing they do to them is to pick out that eyes. w;1]et on 
Efojfos oculos voret atro gutture corvus. They' are curfed wi h a LcvUi 
Jnefle whom the holy Ghoft thus curfech 1 in Dch emphacical 
manner, in fuch exquifite terms. Let wicked children look to 
it, and know, that Vultu [ape Uditur. putts,K the very Heathens 
obferved : that a proud or paltry look caft upona parent, is a 
breachof piety punifiaable with death, yea with a (harnefuUnd ig¬ 
nominious death.Let them alfo think of thofe mfernall ravens and 

VU Ve”i T There be three things Which are too wonder full] The 
wifeft man that is, cannot give areafon of all things; as of the 
ebbing and flowingof the fea, of tire colours in the.ra ne-bow, of 
the ftrength of the nether chappe, and of the heat in the Horaack 
Which tonfumeeh all other things, and yet not the parts^about it. 
ttfpr here confefleth himfelf gravelled in foure things at lead, 

211 Ver L^tfndthe Way of a wan with a maid ] That is, other 
that is. kept dole from the accede 
of fttah®# g< 5 *s covered with a veyle. Or elfe with a maid, 
rha^»lt»red, yet would paffe for a pure virgin and is fo 
wl -her leudnefle is difeovered. It is expretfely noted 
ommaio her commendation, tha^ though fane to look upon, 
y nJ&WMavirmi*either h.idanyma»\»om her. 1 • 

thireare that pdfle for virgin*, andyst it caqnot beTaid of them, 
that man never knew them, 

' Thefaurumcum virgo tuum vts fibhlejervet, ■ 

Vtfugias qtujmt nox twttime. ^ ^ 
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r Verf, 20 . So is the Way of an adulterous woman ] The ftrumpet 
when Che hath eaten ftolen bread , hath i’uch dexterity in wiping 
her lips,that not the leaft crumme fhall (lick to them, for dileovc- 
rv So thati»>^»r here (hews it to be as heard to find it out,as the 
way of an Eagle in the aire, the way of a ferpent on a rock, err. 
Unleffe taken in the mannner,fhe ftoutly denyes the aftion. And 

iffotaken, yet .... 

- nihil eft audaews tilts, 

Juvenal. Sa- Depress iram , atqHe ammos k criminefumrnt. 

tyr.6, Verf zi . For three things the earth is difquteted] Suchtrouble- 

townes are odious creatures: the p'aces where they live long for 
a vomit to fpue them out. As they live wickec ly, fo they dye 
wifhedly, there is a good worlds-riddance of them, as there was 
of Nabal, and of thofe in lob. 27. 23. with 15. who were buried 
before half-dead jbeing hided and kickt oft the fta >e of the world, 

as Thocaswisby Heraclius. f , 

Andforfoure which it cannot bear] The very axle-tree of the 
world is even ready to crack under them, theeaith to open and 

fwallow them up. . , , c . 

Verf. 22. Forafervantwhen he retgneth] As feroboamjaul, 
Zimri, Herod,HeliogAbalus, Phocat. See the Not t on chap. 19.10. 
Vefpafian only of all the Emperours,is faid to have been better for 

his advancement. . , ,, • Ci , a i 

Far a foci whea ho i, filled mth mc«q When 11s belly is filled 
with Gods hid treafure, Pfal. 17.14. wh«i hep rofpetsandhatll 
what he will. Profperity is hard meat to fools, they cannot di- 
neftit. They grow giddy (as weak heads do after a cup of ge- 
Luxurian. .»i- Lous wine) and lay about them liEe mad mem the folly ofihefe 
mi rebus pic. r i c h fools, isfoolifi»e(fc msh ammlfe, Prov-H-H- SeetheNote 

runque^cun. . 

0,i,i ' Verf v.For a-aediomroomaarohenfheisnsaniM Suchanone 

,Suu.l.«. wasTemuMfi, who vexed good ^ 

astheOriginalhathit. Such was I'M, Ilerul !‘t'7£C 
wife to the Emperour Claudius , who was her aj.enc to effedthec , 
finful purpofes, and her patient to fuftain her lewd conditions. | 
She compelled alfo other Roman Ladyes to be : at lewd asherielf, 
Dio in Clau- an( j tho f e t h at would not,£he hated, and banifhei them from the 

C ° 7 »d a» haadmald shat is hire to her miMc ] That toeeds 
/her in the. matriage-bed: her god and he:: blood w.lU.fc 


Dio in ClaU' 
dio. 
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together • as we fee in Hagar. Hence that counfel of the Greek 
Poet, 

Miitti?- J'dKiyjvii <N<7'wotva ybyolw. 

Never make thy maid thy mifireffe. 

Such hens will be apt to crow, fuch wives to breed difturbance 
in the family. 

Verf. 24. There be foure things] Made up thus in quaternione 
(as the 1 19. Pfalme is in oElonaries , and thofe in an Alphabetical 
order) for help of memory. 

Which are little upon the earth, but exceeding wife] God is ma- 
ximus in mimmie, very much feen in the fmai'eft creatures. In 
formicis major anima quam in Elephantis , in minis quam ingigan- 
tibtu. The foule is more adivein Ants then in ElephaDts, in 
d warfes then in G iancs. Who hath defpifed the day offmall things ? 

Zech. 4. ro. 

A cane non magno fepe tenetur aper. Ovid. 

The creatures, next to the Scriptures, are the beft Lay-mans - 
books ; whereby we may learne to know Cod and our felves fa- 
vingly. Ask noW the bectfls, and they fiall teac-h thee , and 
the foxles of the Heaven , and they Jball tell thee. Job 
12. “. 

Verf.25. The i^Ants are apeople not flrong] A feeble folk, but 
notable for their forecaft. See chap. Let us be fo, but lpe- 
cially in ipiricuals. 

Vcif. 2 6, The Conyes are but a feeble folkj But what they want 
inftrength, they have in wifedom, whiles chey work themfelves 
holes and burroughes in the earth. Gaudet in effojps habit are cti- Martial. 
nictiltts antris ,fecures her felf ir. the rocks and ftony places. Ic Aral 
be our wifedom co work our felves into the rock^Chrifi lefus, 
where we fhall be fafe from hellilh hunters. 

Verf. 27. The Locufls have no King] They arc all belly, which 
is joyned to their mouthes, and endeth at their tailes: hence they 
make fuch havock where they come in thole Eaftern-countrvts. 

-Sec loel 2. where they are called Gods great army. For though 
they have no King to command them, yet they go forth by bands, 
and march all in a company, to teach men concord and 
combination in lawful affaires, and attempts. For 
Con junta potent ctiam vehemer.ter inert es. 

Thofe Locufts iathe Revelation (whereby is meant the Popifh 
j Aaa Clergy) 
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ciersvT^ave their Ki^g Radian the Pope, Revel, 9 . n. to 
whom they appeal from their lawful Soveraigne ; yo the rebel- 
lion of a Clergyman againft his Prince «s not treafonfuth 54 the 
Jefuite, ******eft Principiftsbjeblus, bccaufehe»sthe Popesfob- 
jU. And when the Engliih Clergy whipped King Henry the fe- 
. cond fora pennancc for death, one of the Pt pes Legats 

, u . faid unto him, f Domine t noliminori i &c. Sir, Never threaten us, 
de vt^mif. 5 for wc fear no menaces of men, as being of fuch a court as ufeth 

it the Ape: and the Hebrew Semamitb is fomewhachke the Latino 
Simla !a creature that is very witty,aftive and lmitati« , tak n 
hold with his hands ( fuch as they are ) and doing ftrange feats; 
being therefore much in Kings Palaces,who delight to look upon 
thenf, as Salomon did for recreation. If we cake it fo r the#/^ > 
(lie doth her work painfully and cunoufly, fpmsalintrchretd 

then any woman can do, builds a finer houfe then any man can 
do, in manner and forme like to the tent of an Em P f rour. This 
bafe creature may teach us this wifdom, iaith one,not to be bung¬ 
lers or Gubberers in our works, but to be exaft in our trades and 

labour fo to excel therein, that our doings may be commendable 

and admirable. , r 

Verf 20 There be three thugs that go well] And all for out 
learning- to teach us in our feveralftations to deport our felrcsm 
all gravity , maincaine our dignity, and (hew our magnanimity. 
Only let your converfetionbeasbecometh the Gofpel oi Chnli 
laith/W Phil. 1.27.1 here is a 7 i a comelynefie and finable- 
ms of carriage belongs to every calling^ind this muft be carefully 
kept up. Vellem ft non rtf cm Imperator ,lvd tciph to cue that offe¬ 
red him an harlot, I would , if I were not a General And re¬ 
member that thou are a Kings fon faid Menedemns to oAmgonmi 
that will be a retentive to thee from unfeemlypradifes. bhould 
fuch a man as I fly ? Neb. 6.\\ — & Turnum frgientem hac 
terru videbit ? It is a pufillainmity toyeeld to much to men.- The 
Lyon will not alter his gate, though he dye font We fhould 
learn rtgnum inpetlore gcrere, to be of noble reo hit tons It is a 
common faying amongft us: Such a man-under fiands htmfelfWcU, 
that is, he underftands his place, worth, dignity and carryes him- 
felf accordingly. 


Verf, 
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Verf 22 Lay thy hand upon thy mouthy That is, better bethink 
*, £ 2 with chine own hearty and be ftill. Repent thee Sence. Hm. 
as \ob didin like cite,chap. 19- 37, £“ em pmtet peceaffe pene 
eft innocent. It is not the falling into the water that drownsone, 

bl1 Verfi^fb’o the forcing of wrath] Too much ftirring in an of- 
fenfive matter bringeth forth brawling, lawing,warring. fighting. 

Patiemialafa fit furor. Themoft patient that is may be par be¬ 
yond all patience, if much provoked. Abner bare long with Afar 
L/, but fped him at length. Abufed mercy turns into fury. See 
Prov.iy.i- 


CHAP. XXXI. 

Yerf. 1. The words of King Lemuel J 

T Smttehleffon.BathfheUsChatechifme. Lemuel (he cal. him 

J_. bccauie God had owned him; (2 Sam. 7. 14 - } «> u b « 

fathcrand he (hall be my fonne) and was with him to long as he 
waaccording to iffe-w.15.2 Indeed when he 
grew difeinft and diffolote. then Gods foale /«. hofeto hm, 
and was disjointed from him, ler. 6 . S. and .he rather, became he 

had had the benefit of better education. Hu father had taught 

hint, and had taken much pains with him 7 W. 4 - 4 . His mother Anlhypus d,. 

alio had cotmfelled and cautioned h,mbetimes, not 

fr,noth to wine and women. And yet he was mod inordinate in ^ 

his love to thefe two, Ecc/tf. 1. This was almoft as great an ag- ,„ J[cr ArcI1 

gravation of his fin, that he had been better taught and brought docui*,. 

ip, as that other, that he forlookthe Lord that had appeared m. , K . 

» ohm,met. i he words of King Lemuel^ arc called, bccauie 
though compofed by his mother, yet for h.s ufc in the fame fenfe 
as ‘ Vfal. 127. is filled end fong of degree, of Salomon, or for Salo¬ 
mon, though made by his father: who tcls him there that which 
he found true by experience. Lo , children arc an heritage of the 
Lord dec. for by all his wives, Salomon had none but one fonne, 
and him none of the wifed neither. . n 

Verf. 2 . tvh.it, my fonne! an i what, the fonne of my wombe ! J 
An abrtm fpeecb. importing abundance of affeftion; even 
J Jr Aaa 2 more 
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more then might be nttered.There is anOcean of love in a Parents 
heart, a fathortfies depth of defire after the childs welfare, in the 
mother cfpecially. Some of the Hebrew-Dodours he ld, that 
this was fpeech to her fonr.e after his fathers death ; 

when (lie partly perceived which way his Genius leaned and lead 
him: that then fhe ichooled him in this fort, q.d. Is : t even fa 
my forme, my mofl dear forme, &c. 0 do mi give t by fret:gib to w 
men crc, 

Verf. 3. Give not thy flrength to rvomen \] Waft net unwor¬ 
thily the far and marrow of thy dear and precious :ime, the 
ftrength of thy body, the vigour of thy fpirirs in finful pleafures, 
and fenfual delights, See chap. 5.5?. 

Nor thy ways to that which defiroyeth Kings'] Venerv is called 
by one 'Deaths befi Harbinger. It was the definition c f Alexan¬ 
der the great, of Otho the Emperour, (called for his £Ood parts 
other wile A fir act Atm muvdi) of Pope Sextus the fourtu, (quids- 
ccfjfit tabidus volttptate, faith the Hiftorian, died of a wicked 
waft) and of Pope Parti the fourth, of whom it patted for 
a Proverb, cum per cand.m partem animam profttdiffe ptrquam ac- 
ceperat. The Lacedemonian Common-wealth, wash; the hand 
of divine luftke utterly overturned at LeuBra, for a :;ape com¬ 
mitted by their meflengers on the two daughters o: Scedofm. 
And what befel the Benjamiteson a like occalion, is well known 
out of Jttdg. 20. that I fpeak not of the {laughter of tne Sheche- 
mites, Cjen. 34. dec. 

Verb 4 It is not :or Kings to drinkjwine] i- e. to be c runk with 
wine, wherein is excejfe, Eph. 5.18. where the Apoftle determines 
exceffive drinking to be downright drnnlptnnetfe, vi-~ when as 
fwine do their bellies,, fo men break their heads with filthy 
qualfing. This, as no man may lawfully do, fo leaft of all Prin¬ 
ces : for in maxima libertate minima efl licentia. Men are there¬ 
fore the vvorfe, becaufethey are bound to be better. 

Nor for Princes pong drink]) or as i'ome read ic ,where is the pong 
drink?It is nn for Princes to askjtich a queflion .Ail heady & intox¬ 
icating drinks are by ftatute here forbidden them. Of Bonofus the 
Emperor ic was faid,that he w tssbotn^on ut vivat fed at bibat, not 

to live but to drink ; And when, being overcome by Probus ,he af¬ 
terwards hanged himfelfe, it was commonly jtfted,thc t a tankard 
hun? there, apd not a man. But what a Beaft was Marcos sAn- 
0 toxins 
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mins that wrote (or rather fpuedout) a book concerning bis 
own ftrength, to bear ftrong drink ? And what another was Da- 
rim King of Perfia, who commanded this infeription to be fee 
upon his fepulcher, Iwas able to hunt luftily, to drinkjwine forndly, KvniyitvlK^- 
a-dto bear it bravely, That Irifti Rebel Tiroen. Anno 1 ytfy.wasfuch W «w- 
a drunkard, that to coole his body when he was immoderately in- * 

flamed with wine and uskabagh, he would many times be buried yAK ^ ( St ; abo 
• _—u . 1 ,^ /-kin 1 wprp unfit men to hf>ar 


Verf. 5. Left they drinks and forget the Law] Drunkenneffe 
caufeth forgetfulnefle, (hence the Ancients fained Bacchus to be 
the/onne offorgetfalnejfc) and ftands in full o.ppofition to real on pi utarc h. In 
and religion ; when the wine is in,the wit is out. Seneca faith, that Sympof. 
for a man to chink to be drunk, and yet to retain his right rea- 
fon, is to think to drink rank poyfon, and yet not to die 
by it. 

And pervert the judgement, &c 7 ] pronounce an unrighteous 
{entente: which when Philip King, of Afacedony once did, the 
poorwoman, whofe caufe ic was, prefently appealed from Philip 
now drunk, to Thilip when he flaould be fober again. The Car¬ 
thaginians made a law that no Magiftrace of theirs (hould drink 
wine. The Perfians permitted their Kings to be drunk one day 
in a year only, Solon made a law at Athens Ehat drunken- 
neffe in a Prince fttouldbe punifhed with death. See Eccl, 10, 


1 6, ly. 

Verf. 6- Give Strong drink^to him, drc. J To thofe that ftand 
at thebarre, rather then to them that fit on the bench. Wine 
maketh glad the heart of man, judg. 9. 13. Pfal. 104.15. Plato 
cals wine and mufick the vlo.kx.kt id .Mitigaters of mens mifenes. 

Hence that laudable cuftome among the Jews at funerals, to in¬ 
vite the friends of the deceafed to a teaft, and to give them the ^ r 

cup of confolation, ler. 1 6. 7. And hence that not fo laudable, of rc _ U j Ctn 

giving wine mingled wich myrrhe to crucified malefa&ours, to mort;i i;b u , a f- 
make them die with lette fenie. Chriftdid not like thecuftome fere. TibuJ. 
fo well, and therefore refuted the potion. People fhould be 
moft ferious and fober when they are to die: fith in death as in 
war re, non licet bis errare, if a man mitte at all, he milfes ior all 
and for ever. ViteRius therefore took a wrong conrfc, who vicellius trc-~ 
looking for the mettenger of death, made himfelf drunk to pWus,deintev 
drown the fear of it. Aaa 3 And m : x cruu5u 
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And wine unto thofe that he of heavy hearts]Heb.bitter offpirit, as 
Naomi was when (he would needs be called Marah,Ruth i.?o, as 
Hannah W'as, when Hie pleaded that (he had neither drunk wine 
nor ftrong drink(though at chat rime (he had need enough of it,) 
but was a woman of a forrowful fpirit, 1 S am. i, ry, as David 
was, when his heart was leavened andfowred with :he greatnefle 
. ^ s ' of his grief: and he was pricked in his reins, 73. 21. This 
' Iva i V grief was right, becaufc according to god, 2 Cor. 7. 11. fo was 

that bitter mourning, Zach. 10. 12. and Peters we'.’ping bitterly. 
Thefe waters of Marah that flow from the eyes of repentance, 
are turned into wine, they carry comfort in them; there is a 
clear fliining after thisraine, 2 Sam, 23.4. Such tAprilfisjwtrs 
bring on May-flowers. 

Deficit at relevet , premit ut folatin prxflct: 

Enecat ut pojfu vivifeare 'Dens, 

Verf 7. Let him dr inland forget his 'Poverty ] And yet Jet 
him drink moderately too, left he increale his furrows, as Lot 
did, and not diminifli them : for drunkennefle let res a fting be¬ 
hind it, vvorfc then chac of a ferpentor of a cockatrice, Prov. 
23.32. Wine is a prohibited ware among the Turks .• which makes 
fome drink with fcruple,others with dangerfThe b.ifer fort, when 
taken drunk, are often baftinadoed upon the bare feet. And I 
have feen fome (faith mine Authour) after a fit of drunkennefle, 
lie a whole night crying, and praying to Mahomet for intercefli* 
on, that I could not flap ncer them; fo ftrong is contciente,even 
Blum* vo - wilcrc thc foundation is but imaginary, 

agc.y.' iof. Verf. 2 , Open thy month for the dumb ] i. e. Speak wifely and 
freely for thofe that either cannot or may not 1 peak for them- 
felves. Thus Nicodimtu fpoke for our Saviour, John 7.-,i. Paph- 
nut ins in the Councel for the married Clergy, Plixj toTrajan 
for the perfected Chriftians, the Eledor of Saxony for Luther, 
&c. Oecolampadins faith, that wife men only open their mouths, 
OccoUmp in for a fools mouchisnever but open. Hence r^ym -.n gapers are 
job 33. put for fools in Lucian and nMriflopbanes. 

Verf. 9. Plead the canfe of the poore and needy'] *hefe are Gods 
great care as appears in many texts, fob comfo ted himfclf in 
this, that he had been eyesto the blind, feet to thHame, a father 
Job 19. ij 3 t6. tothepoorc, &c. Ebedmdech is renowned for pleading the 

caulc 
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caufe of the poor Prophet, and lb (hould Pharaohs Butler have 
been if be had done it fooner. Mafter Holt who was of counfel 
to Mafter Pryn (when fo unjuftly cenfured in the Star-chamber) 
butrefufed (through cowardife) to figne his anfwer according Ncw difeove- 
■ to promife being over-awed by the Prelates, bewailed his own riesofthefre- 
bafeneffw to his wife and friends: And foon after-falling fick for J atcs 
conceit only of che mifearriageof that caufe, he died ; never go-' 1 '’ 7 ’ 4 • 
ing to the Star-chamber after that bloody fentence. 

Verf. 1 o. tybo can find a verttiotis woman] Good wives are race 
commodities, and therefore precious and highly to be prized, 
even above rubies. 1 he Hebrews put rarum pro ebaro, as t Sam. Af . ft ^ 

3.2. and Prov. 25. 7. Let thy feet be precious in thy neighbours £ E hj c . 
fcouie rnac is, let than leldome come there, left thou become 0- 
ver-cheap and undervalued. 1 c is eafle to obferve that the New 
Tcltameut aftords more ftore of good women, then the old. 

When Paul camefirftto Philippi , few or none came to hear him 
but women Ach 6.13. but they drew on their husbands; and 
it toon became a famous Church. Wnat a rare piece was Prif- 
cilla w ho better inftrutfed ventured her life for Paul, 

Rom 1C4 and was fuch a Angular help to her husband, that (he 

is mentioned before him, asthe more forward of che two, Rom. Ex . lS>l4j 
16 3 Like as was alfo Manoahs wife, and Naz.ian<ens mo.ther. 

Salomons mother was behind none of them, as appears by this 
Poem either compofedby Salomon asacharader ofher, (isfome 
have thoughtjor elfe by her felf.for his diredion m the cfaoyce of 
a good wire which would be worthy his pains, though he thould 
fetch her as farre as men do rubies, frond pn umombm pricwm 
ejus. What a way fen t Abraham and Jjaac for good wives for 

Verf. 11 7 he heart of her husband doth fafely trttfi in her] He 

is confident of her love , care , and fidelity ; he dare truit her 
wich his foule iecrets, &c. he doubteth not of her chaftity, fecrecy^ 

or care to keep his family. 

S 0 that heJbail have no need offpoilc] i. e. of neceffary commo 

dities: for thefe (he will provide as plentifully by her indiiftry,as 
if (he had (hared m the 1 polls of a (ackt and ranlackt city. The 
Turks when they took Confiantinoplc were fo enrijhed, that tis Tu k. ft., 
a Proverb amongft them at this day,it any grow hidden ly rich, to ^7. 
fay, He hath been at thefacki n g of Conftannnoplc. 


A Commentary or Expo fit ion Chap. 31. 

Verf li. She will do him good and notevill &cf] She is conftant 
in herconju^ai affection, and flicks to him , as Sarah did to A- 
braham, in all changes and chances vvhatfoever. She leaves not 
oft^ her kindnefle to the living and to the dead, Rath. 2. 
20, See that notable example of the Lady Valadaura in Lad. 


Verf. 13. She feeketh wool andflax'] This was held no (Lame 
for Salomons wife. Augufltts Cefar taught his daughters to (pin 
and card: he wore no garments but what his wife and daughters 
made him. The like is reported of Charles the great. Spinfler 
they (ay is a terme given the greateft women in cur law. Rebec- 
ca whs a dainty cook , fo was Thamar Davids daughter. 2 Sans. 
13. By Mahomet s law, the grand Turk hinlelfmuft be of Come 
trade. 

And n'orketh Willingly with her hands ] As if hi r hands did defire 
to ^,what fhe put them to do; for fo the Origin; 1 foundeth; Shee 
worketh with the will of her hands, The Vulgar renders it, with 
the counfell of her hands , as if her hands were octslau. She dif- 
creetly and chearfully rids her work, wich fervour and fore- 
caft. 

Verf. 14. she is like the merchants flips'] That is, (hegets 
wealth apace,, yea though fhe flirre not off her ftool, and lludyes 
how to buy every thing at beft hand, though flu fend far for it. 
Of the lovv-coLintry-men itisfaid Pate rent c&lu.n navibtu Beige, 
f navlbuspeti pojfet. So the good hufwife would do any thing to 
further thrift. , 

Verf. 15. She rifeth atfo while it is yet night] That is, betune 
in the morning, a great while before day , us out Saviour allodia 
to pray. Adark. x. 35. 

And a portion to her maids] She neither pines, not pampers 
them: but allows them that which is lufficienc. hree things faith 
s :yd,Tfo;«y, Ariftotle a man owes to his fervants, Vfor^ meat, and cor- 
KbAttmv. yccli n. . 

Verf. 16 She confidereth afield and buyeth it] Here S tne fruit of 
her paines and providence. The Mantts mo it an s the ftirring 
hand maketh rich, Prov. 10.4. and a wife womanbiuldcth 
her houfe /W14.1. See the Notes. She confiders of the 
conveniency of this held, and then cafts about l ow fhe may com* 
pafleic. 
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Verf. 17. She gl'deth her loyns with firength] She fly eth about || 

her work, and lets on it with a courage. We have read of wo- jfl 

men, in whom befides their fexe, there was nothing womanlike || 

or weak, fuch were Semiramis , Zenobia , Btandina , that brave || 

Hungarian woman, who in an aflault at the feige of ^«^,thru' gl 

fling in among the fouldiers, upon the top of the fort,with a great | 

fithe in her hand,at one blow ftruck off two of the Turks heads as Turkhift. fol.il 
they were climbing up the ram'pier. The like is reported of Ma- 74 i. | 

rulla a maid of Lemnos , who feeing her father flain in the gates g 

of the city by the Turks, which hoped to have furprized ir, took Ibid. 41 j . | 

np the weapons that lay by him, and like a feirce Amazon nota- | 

bly revenged his death. i 

Verf. 18. Sheperceiveth that her merchandife is good] She feels g 

the fweec of it: and is heartened to redouble her diligence; as a | 

draughc-horfe feeling his load comming, drawes the harder. The || 

goorf foule doth the fame. For having once tafted how iweet the 
Lord is, it can never have enough of him: but is carried after 
him with ftrength of defire, as the doves to their columbaryes, as | 

the Eagles to the carcafes, Pfal. 84.1,2,3. No reafon would fa- | 

tisf \yMofes: but when God had done much for him, hemuftflill ! 

havemore. Exod- 33.12.13. i 4 > ' 7 * *8. IP & j 4 9 - ; 

Verf. 19. She layeth her hands to the fpindle] Notwithftanding . . 
her late purchafe , and planting a vineyard; verf. 16. and ocher a ,^[fa * ^ dYu- 
out-bufinefies. See the Note on verf 13. Tae two Cardinals ccrnaiti | 

IVolfey and Campeim coming from King Henry the eight on a fib duccbar. 
rncflkgc CO Queen Katharine of Spain, a little afore the dcvorce, W*«n*. death 
found her with a skain of red filk about her neck, being at work Woia ' 

with her maiden. And Queen Anne of hullen kept her maids and 
all that were about her, fo bufyed in (owing and working, that ' 

neither was there feen any idleneffe then amongft them, nor fo ^ ’ ’ on ’ 
any leifure to follow fuch paftimes as are uiually in Princes 
courts. 

Verf 20. Sheflretcetb out her hand to the poor] She laboureth 
with her hands to that purpofe, Eph. 4 28. and rindeth by expe¬ 
rience that not getting but giving is the way to thrive. See my 
common-place ot<s^Elmes. 

Tea frereacheth forth her hands to the needy] Nittily needy , as 
onephrafeth ic. To chefe that are extremely poor, me not only j 

(tretchctb butreachethy not her hand only,but both hands; yea Are j 
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hath her Almoners to give to thofe that fhe cannot go to.- as 
Anne Talien hid. For befides what fhe dealt and diftributed by 
the hands of others, fhe carried ever about her a certain little 
Ibid. purls: out of which (he was wont tofcatter abo at daily i’omc 
almescothe needy ; chinking no day well fpenc , wherein fome 
man had not fared the better by fome benefice at her hands. The 
like is floried of Tlaci/la wife to che Emperour TbeoaofiwjL hat for 
her courcefie and bounty to the poor, fine was called 
The poor mans friend. 

Verf. 21. She is not afraid of the fnoVg\ As fhe is iberall to the 
poor, foher cheif care is for thole of her own home, that they 
be accommodated. For fhe knowes that to ftretah beyond the 
ftapie, were to marreail; and not to provide for h;r own, were 
to be worle then an infidel, i Tim. 5• b. 

Verf. 32. H r clothing is filkjindpurple~\ Suitable to her hus¬ 
bands condition, who is a principal man. verf 23. That ; s 
excellent counfel that Tertullian gives women, VelHte vos feme 
tib. decuhiL pietatis, byffmo fanttitatis , purpura pudicitii. Clcth your felves 
wich the [Uk of piety, with the fattin of fan&icy, u ith the purple 
ofmodefty ,&c. 

Verf. 23. Her httfband is known in the gates J Is renowned 
and noted for his. wives worth, befides that he is a rhler in 
Jfrael, 

Verf. 24, She maketh fine linnen and fells it J Such jlndons 
as our Saviours dead body was wrapt in ; and for girdles 
read 2. Sam, 18. n. fay 3 - 2 - 3 "• It was an¬ 
ciently no lhamc for a Queen to make gain of her handy- 
work. 

Verf. 25. Strength and honour are her clothing J See verf. 
ii. Shee is not of thofe (\tu fulgent monilibm fordent mori - 
bm t that are well habited , buc‘ill-mannered. No, {he is 
inwardly decked with fpiritual attire , luch as reniretn her glo¬ 
rious in the eyes of GOD and Angels. The joy of the Lora 
is her flrength , fo that flie laugheth at the time to «. 0 i 7 ie. 
This daughter of Sarah , as long as (hee doth well , ana 
hath the Enge of a good confidence, is not tfraid with any 
amazement (as women are apt to bee; 1 T-ter 3.6. Gatt- 
. debat f rifpina cum tenebatur , cum attdicbatttr, cum damnaba- 

Au^mTja. discs bat nr* So did Mi ft re fie Anne Askew, Alice ■ 
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fDriver , and many other gracious women, that iuffered for 
the truth in Queen Maryes dayes: Strength and honour was 
their clothing: and they rcjoyced at the time to come ; they 
•went as merry to dye , asco dine: and cheared up one another 
with this. That although they had but a bitter breakfaft,yet they 
fhould lup whh Cfirift in joy. 

Verl.26. She openeth her mouth with tvifedomef^ Her mouth 
is not alwayes open , but duely /hut, and difcreetly opened : 
her words are few, true, and ponderous ; the ftream and cur¬ 
rent of her conference tends either to wifedom or khidneffe , that 
is, to dutyes either of piety or charity. The Jefuits forbid wo¬ 
men to fpeak of God and his wayes, either ingoodlort orin 
bad •• and to meddle only with the diflaft'e- But the good 
women in both Teftaments, Abigail , Hannah , Hefter , the 
Virgin -Mary , Fr if cilia , Lois , &c. never heard of this new 
do&rine. Tatianin tels us, that in the Primitive Church eve¬ 
ry age and fexe among the Chriftians, were Chriftian Philo- 
fophers: yea that the very virgins and maids, as they fate at 
their work in wool, were wont to fpeak ofGodsword. And 
Tliccphortis writes, that the Chriftians, even as they laboured Ec 1 r 
• or journyed, were wont to fing Pfalmes : and that thereby there tib. 5 . cbap.37. 
was at a certain time a Jew converted. It were furely a great 
grace (faith Lambert che Martyr) if wee might have the 
word of GOD diligently and often fpoken , and liing unto lis 
in fiich wile, that women and children might underftand it. 

Then fhould ic come to paife, that crafcefmen fhould fing AdO& Mon. 
fpiricual Ffalmes fitting at their work, the husband-man it Col. :oiy. 
his plough, the good hufvvifc athervvhecle, as vvifheth Saint 
Flier ome. 

And in her tongue is the AAV of findncjfc J It is worthy the 
mark ( faith the Chronicler ) that "EdA'ard the firft and his 0.1 ml. i6z. 
grandfon EdW'ard the third , the belt of our Kings, had the two 
bell:wives; Ladies of excellentvertue, that drew evenly with 
them in ill thecourles of honour, that appertained to their fide. 

The firft of thefe Edwards being traiteroufiy wounded (whiles he 
j was yet Prince), in the holy land (as they called it) by the poi¬ 
soned knife ofan Afiafiine,the Lady Elinor his wife extra died the 
poyfon with her tongue , licking daily,whileft her husband fiept, spccd. 646 
' his rankling wounds, whereby they perfectly doled, and yet her Cnvid.m m; 4- 
felf received no hurt. So foverainge a medicine is a wives tongue, dlcfcx f. 432, 
B b b 2, anoyn- 
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a nted with the vertue o 7 kindneffe and affeaion. 

Verf. 27. she looketh well to the wyes of her houfholcQ She hath 
an oare in ever V boat, an eye in every bufincffei She Ifpyes and 
Drves into her childrens and fervants carriages and exidfc of them 

convention and growth in godlineffe •• She overlooks the 

whi famV no otherwife then if (he were in a watch-tower, 

*<*»*'] Sheearnsi, before foe 
infloile l£ /iriflotle alio commends labonoufn fle in a wo*^ 

k het. lib- x. man * and j nes ic W i c h temperance and chaftity, which are pre- 
fervedbyic. So is taciturnity and fober: commani-.ation, 
which ihe is commended in the former verfe. For as ldleneffe is 
the feed of talkativeneffe, 1 Tim . 5. * 3 * f° pamfulnelle is a fingu- 
„ help againft it. Queen Katharine of Spite wife to our :Hen 
ry the eight, was notmore buh’e in her calling, ther prudent 
her carriage She had been counfelled toitb H LudivscasVsves 
1 Snto^Wiuthh.r, and was matter tD her daugh- 
Ter the Lady Mary, See the Note on verf. 1* of this 

0 ; 8 . Her Children arife up andcallher UejTef\ us they grow 

to any bigneffe, and coRfider their beholdingnefle , lo they bleffe 
her and bleflcGod for her t they bleffe the time that ever they 
were borne of her, and fo vertuoufly bred by her: bein £ 
to lay of her, as once Deborah laid of lael. -Mg *.-5 • *£ b Jjffed 
above women fhall lael the wife ot Heber be, bleffe i (hall (he be 
above women in the tent. Bleffed be the womb that bare us, and 
the naps that gave us fuck. . r . . 

Her huftand al[o~\ whom Jhe commanded by obeying, as tvt 

to Praife. is due to vertue. And,fait 

_ ImMs non indiga virtus , Ilia fed eft propria plane content a the a- 

t ro- Vertue is her own reward, and (he is the beft woman, 
u f, beft to bd liked, faith Thucydides , de ciijas lands vcl 

ST fmssfttfcrmo of whole praife or difpraife , there s kail fa«d a- 

Vircutlaudata broad . ye t forafmuch as praife is a fpiure, » n d venue gro y 

trefeir. j t w hy ftiouid it be denyed to thole that deferve it. f 

° ne s kud* 5 ^ rb W nd y here made up by the hand of the holy Ghoft .and fee upon 

the head of this excellent hufwife? Neither is it any c.ilparagmtnc, 

u that her own husband and children commend her; for 
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nefle lying moft within doores, Whofo fit to priife her is thofe 
that were ever preftnt with her ? and yee neither do they more 
praife her by the ir words then by their lives, formed by her to a 
right pofture. 

Verf. 29. Many daughters have done vertuouftyj By the be¬ 
nefit of a better nature, or civil education, or for praife of melt, 
or for a quiet life-ffure it is that all unfandified women,though ne¬ 
ver fo well qualified, have failed both, quoad fontem & quoad ft- 
„ im , for want of faith for the principle, and Gods glory the 
ay me of their vertuous adions. And therefore though they be 
fuo Mere praife- worthy, yet they are farffiort of this gritious 
matrone. The civil life without faith, is but a beautiful abomina¬ 
tion a fmoother way to hell. Melius eft pattens aurnm quhmful- 
gins atirichalcum. Better is pale gold then glittering copper. Utrn * 
say the world what it will, a dram ofholmeffe ts worth a pound 
of good nature. Preferre that before this (in the choyce of a 
wife efpecially) as ye would do a peice of gold for Weight, rather 
then for worfmanjbipfox value then for elegancy like that French 
Coyn in the Hiftorian, in qua plus forms qunm ponderis , wherein 

there was more neatneffe then weightineffe, Of carnal! women, 
though never fo witty , well-fpoken, and well-deeded too, we 
may fay as the civil Law doth of thole rnixe beafts, Elephants and 
Camels, operam pr eft ant , natura fera eft , they do the work of 
tame creatures, but they have the nature of wild ones. 

But thou excellcft them all J As the only paragon of the world, 

the female glory, the wonder of women-kind. 

Verf. 30. Favour is deceitfuU~\ Some marry by their eyes, and 
fomeby their fingers ends; non Dens makes fuch marriage^ 
but they commonly prove unhappy. There s ejh» ejh fire nrc or 
debate and difeord betwixt that IJh and Iftjah, that man and wife, 
where lah is not the match-maker, as the Cabbalifts have colle- 
tfed. Favour will fade, and beauty wither; an herd of pox will 
matte the faireft face, and of a Nire us make a Ihcrfttes. Forma 
bonum fragile eft, faith one Poet. Res eft formaftsgax, faith ano¬ 
ther. But better then they both the Prophet Elay, All fleftj is Seneca, 
graffc, and the glory thereof as [he flower of the field. All thelc out¬ 
ward accouftremenrs are non tantnmfallacia quia dubia , vemme- 
tiam bftdiofa quiadulcia, faith Lattantias ; as there's no trutting 
to them, fo there's great danger in them, as Abfolom and his h : 
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fter Tamar found in their beauty. 

But a woman that feareth the Lord~\ That’s indeed the crown 
of all commendation : as that which makes one all glorious with* 
i», amia 61 e and admirable beyond beleef. Nicaftrai us in 
himfelf being a cunning Artifan, finding a curious p eice of work, 
and being wondred at by one,and asked what pleafure he could 
take to (land gazing as he did on the pitture, anfwered ; Hadft 
thou mine eyes, thou wouldft not wonder, but rather be raviflit 
as I am at the inimitable art of this rare peece. So if men had 
Saints eyes to fee the beauty of holinefl'e, the excellency of the 
new creature, they would prize and preferre it before the (lii. 
ning rubbifh of all Earths beauty and bravery. But as Augufins 
in his folemne feafts gave to fomegold, toothe:s gawdesand 
trifles, fo doth God to fome give"his fear, to others beauty, 
wealth,honour,and with rhefe they reft contented. But what faith 
the, Plalmift ? The Lord that made heaven and earth blejfe thee out 
efSion. q. d. The bleffings that come out of Sion, a e choyceblcf- 
fings, even above any that come out of heaven and t arth. 

Shefball bepraifed] Shall live and dye with honour. The bo¬ 
dy of honour is vercue > the foul of it, humility. Whofoever ri- 
fes without the one, or {lands. without the other, embraces but 
thefhadow ofafhadow, may b £ notable or notori cannot be 
truly noble. 

Verl. 31. Give her of the fruit of her hands'^ God would have 
defert dignifyed, good parts prailed. Here he feals up his appro¬ 
bation and good liking of what her husband and children had laid 
of her in the former verfes.He takes it well when we {peak good 
of his people, and holds himfelf honoured in their juft prailes, 
Cjive her her full due t faith GOD, both within do ores and with¬ 
out • let her eat of the vineyard that five hath planted, live of the 
land that (lie hath purchafed,en/oy the fruic of he/ own labour?, 
have both the comfort and the credit of her worthy parts and 
pradifes: fhe being (as flic here Hands defcribed) not unlike that 
Solin. Poly* precious ftone among the Troglodyte* which is therefore called 
hift. cap 4*. Hexaconta/ithos , bccaule within its own little comp aile it hath the 
radiant colours of thrcefcore other Hones of price. 

Deo foli Gloria. 
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TSt? riouslaffe of time. How many feverall opinions there were 

•7Ttt&.va\xp'j.. among# them concernfng the Chief Goodin SolomoHs dayes, is 
An fl‘ uncertain: divers of them hee confuted* in this book, and 

Experientia op- h’^ni hi.s own.experience., the be# Schoole-dime. But 
tvm magij id, ^ rr& ^ t h' e Iearned , #of the Horn,vis ) reckoneth up 280 in his 
jtuv.de civ. Dei time, and no wonder, conlidering mans naturall blindtidre ; 
lib. j 8. not unlike that of the Syrians at Dothan, or that ot the lodmitss. 

at Lots doore. What is an eye without the optick fpirit, but a 
dead member? and what is all humane wifdonie without di- 
vinellluihination, but wiUydncfle of fa!!), yea fbetipnsfft of mad- 
Ecclef. 7.1 5. ncife, as our Preacher not without good caofe cal.eth itr A 
fpirit there is in man, faith Klihu, (viz. the light of icafon , and 
thus far the Animall-man goes, and there he makes an halt,he 
cannot tranfcend his orbe ) but the inspiration of the Almighty 
givctbthem underflanding, Job. 52. S. God had given Solomon wit- 
dome above any man; Abulenfis laith, above Adam in his in- 
Nic.plA nocency (which I beleeve not:) He was owJk&io^^uiv (as Ma¬ 

carius was called) a man at twelve years old. His father had 
taught him, Prov. 4 4. His mother had lefloned h im, Prov. 3 t . 
r. The Prophet Nathan had had the breeding 0# him. But 
befides,as he was Jedidiah , loved of God, fo he was StosljkKTef^ 
taught of God. Ami being now, when he penned this Pcnitcn- 
tiall Sermon, grown an o!d man,he had experimented all this 
that hehcrcamrmtth. So thac hee might better begin his 
fpeechto his fchoJars , then once Augujlus-Csifa- -die! to his 
louTdier 9 , Audits [enem j live ms, quern fuvenem jaics audierunt , 
Young menjiearken to me an old man, whom o d men hear- 
kcnetl unto w'fien I was yet but young. Have not l written 


foryou excellent things in counfells and knowledge?Proi\2 2. 
20 Or, Have n«t 1 mitten three booby for tbee,(fo fame read th de- 
words) proverbial], Penitential!, Nuptial 1 .^ Sea he Note there 

Ovid. Atetam < “-- Ne > ,!ds Xemeufie, nefeis 

Quctkfugi.iSyidiocjue fugis. 

Job. 4. Surely if thou kneweft the gift of God, and who it is that 

*-{“} S 5 - fpeak.eth unty r .thee^ thou would# cncline thine ed‘e and he arc, 

tho’u (len as jfpr life it felf. Knoweft thou not that 
iam a PfefV^i^j ,4 Ptihces fon of t?avid } King in Jt rufalem , and- 
fa doe cpmemMit nomnibtts tiiicmmendatiljimus , much com¬ 
mended to thee in many refpefts? But need f, as fome others, 
tCcr. 3. 1. epifllcsofcommetidati-m tomy Pecaders,or Letters of com¬ 
mendation 
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mendation from them? Is it not fufficient to know that this Regis epifiolis 
book of mine (both for matter and words) is the very work 
of the holy Ghoft fpeaking in me, and writing by me ? For ^ r f dic ff lu;rt 
Prophecy oomes not by the will of man, biit holy men of God e fi qu.snrt. 
fpeak it as they are moved by the holy Ghoft, 2 Pet. 1. 2 i.And Greg, 
albeit this be proof good enough of my true (though late ) L “E C G- 2 *- 
repentance, w hereof Ionic hive doubted, fonic denyed it, yet EtVarmmus St- 
f . lomtnem inter 

take another, - rP f» rc (>AS nwr.e- 

Of the Preacher, ] Or, of a preaching Soul,(for the Hebrew word 
Koheleth is of the ieminine g«nder,and hath Ncphefjy Soul under- 
Hood) or of a perfon re-united and reconciled to the Church, re _ 

and in token of reconciliation to God, re-admitted by him to atm 

this office in hisChurch; like as Chrift fealed up his love to Ecdefii fe coL. 
Peter after his fhamefull fall,by bidding him feed his lambs-, and ligens. Cartw. 
to the reft of the Apoftles that had balely forfaken him, by 
laying to them after his tefurrcction. Peace be unto you •: As tny 
father hath (ent'iHc, even ]o fend l you : Receive yee the holy Ghojb, 

Idi.20.2i. See the like mercy (hewed to St. Paul , 1 Tim’d 1. 12. 

Howbeic fome learned men here oblerve, that it is no new 
thing, in the Hebrew* ongue, to put feminine names upon men, 
as Ezra is cal led Sephereth deferiptrix, a Sbee-fcribe , in the very 
fame form as Solemn is here called K>iheleth , a Preacherefie; and 
the Go (pel - preachers Mebaferoth, Pfal. 63 . 11. with E-fay 52. 7. j 

either to let forth theexcelleny and elegancy of thebuiineiS, 1 

or die to teach Miniftersto keep themlelves pure as- Virgins; 
whence they are alfo called Wildomes Maids , Prov. 9 • 3 * and 
Cbrifts Paranymphs, Job- 3. 29. to prefcnt the Church as a 
cha #e v i 1 gin to Chrift, 2 Cor. Ti. 2. ‘ 

y he fon of David ) So Chrift alio is faid to.be, Mat. t. 1. as if 
David had been his immediate father. The glory of children 
are their fathers, Prov. 17 . 6. to wit, iftitey be godly and pi- 
cus. The Jew j made great boafts that they wei’e the feed of 
Abraham, Mat. 3. 9. Joh. 8. 33. And that- eaitiffe E lym.ts the 
Sorcerer had furnamedhimfelf Sariefm, 6 rthe ifon of Jefut ,as if ASi% l5< 6 . 
he had been of neereft alliance to our Saviour, of whom all 
the families of heaven and earth are called. What an honour i* it Eph. 3. 
now accounted to be of the pofterity of Latimer, Bradford, Rid- 
7-y, 8cc?How much more-of jDrff/V that man of renown; the Fa¬ 
ther of our princely preacher;who hinifelf took alfo not fcorn 
to teach and doe the office ofa Preacher, Pfal. 32. 9.and 34.1 r. 

A a 2_though_ 
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though he were Governour of Gods people, P/tf!. 78.7 r,and 
heac^of many Heathen, PJal. 18. 43. The like mty bee faid of 
Jofeph of Arimathea, who a Counsellor of State became a Prea¬ 
cher of the Gofpel: fo did Cbryjoflome a noble Artiocbian , Am- 
brofe Lieutenant and Coniul of MiUaine, George Prince of An- 
■halt, Earl Maftinengus,;John d;L*/cf anoble Voloniai, and fuhdry 
others qflifce quality and condition,Pj! 138.4,5.^.11 ^..7 2, the 
Pfalniift /hews by prophecy'ng, that they that have tailed of 
the joyes ofa crown,/hall leave the throne and p ilace, to iing 
with the Saints,and to publlih the excelling glory of God and 
godline/fe. 

King in Jerufalemf] and of Jerusalem, The. Pope will allow 
Spec. Etrop ., the^Duke of UUlaine to be King in fufeany , but not King of 
iujeany: Solomon was botbjPrm 1.1. See the Note there. Hi¬ 
ther came the Queen of Sheba from the utmoft parts of the 
earth to hear him: here he wrote this excellent book, thefe 
Words of delight, which he had learned from .that one Shepheard, 
the Lord Chrift, cb<tp. I». 10.11.& hath-left them faithfully fee 
down for the ufc of the Church; fo honouring harning with 
his own labors,as .Sylverius faid of C^r.Here laftly it was that 
he foveraigned over Gods own peculiar,the people of his pur- 
chafe, lfrael, Gods firft-born, and in that refpeft higher then 
the Kings of thecarth,Pj<rl. 89.27. So that if M nximilian the 
]th. MmIo Emperour of Germany could lay,Rex hominum Hi ft anm,afniorum 

Gallus,r<.gumego,T\\t Spaniard is King of Men, the french is King 
of Afles,and I am King of KingS;how much better might Solo- 
won have faid fo! . 

Ver/e 3 . Vanity of Vanitiesf.Qr, mo /1 vain vanhy therefore 
no happine/le here to be had but in the revcrentiall fcare of 
God,ch. 12.13.and this is the /uni of the whole Se.mon,thc re- 
fult of the Difcourfe, the impartial! verdift brought in by one 
that could bell tell; and he tells it over and ovei, that men 
might the fooner bekeve hitu, without putting 1 hemfclves to 
the fruitle/fe pains of trying any further conclufons. Sinne 
hath hurled confulion over the world, and brought a vanity 
on the creature. This our firft parents found, j nd therefore 
named their fccond fon Abel, or Vanity. David :omes after, 

Adam is Aws ^ confirmsit, pfal\}\\.^.Adamis as.Abel, or Mat U l/% ta Va - 
Omii Adamejl n * ty ’ t ^ iere js an allulion in the Originall to their two names: 
ictus Atd, yen, All-Adam is aU-Abelffihmx he is beft uniirUid&o the Hebrew 1 , 

hath I 
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hath befteftate, ^henheisfeded uponhis W- 

M bottom/ is altogether vanity: Tis lo, Tts 

fo voumay ftalto itfl Pj,l. 3 9 . 5 - Butwho(ala S ) hath beleeved 
rr > Thefe outward things are fo near to us and lo 
3l tool that although wee can fay (nay fwear) with 
the Preacher Vanity of Vanities, a heap, a neft of vanities, It* 

'I It is naught, faith the buyer,yet, when gone apart, wee 
rSb with them: albeit wee know they are naught and will 
1 m naught i Cor. 2.6. Neither will it everbee otherwif- 
Sus, till with Fulgent*; wc have found aftermuch . 
the vanity of all earthly triumphs: till with Gilmer King o t ludoj - VC(U . n f p( ^ 

jrW.l/jdediiuriun^i by as^iere,^a-^^,^^,^ 

jiSwhomofallmen the worldjudged 

weerv out with dcteftation to all our honours, pleafures, 2 (iebeiloVan ^ . 
trophees,riches, * Abite hinc, abitelonge, Get you hence, let me * J , hi u ipt j Uernm 

* ^ Verf "3. Whatprofit bath a. man ] What durable profitT 
retidui ? what overplus, what more then- will ftrve to_ fat^e 
back and belly ? Our li/e is called the life of our hands, becaufe .*7.10. 
it is ir.aintained by the labour of our hands. Si'v* 1 ** 1 f 

lateri as he in Horace faith, If the belly may be filled, the back 
S that’s al that can here be had,and that moft men cares to 
Save Which if they have (fomehavc but Pr.foners pittance, 
fo much as will keep life and foul together) yet guidamphus 

as the Vulgar renders this text,what have they more to pay 

Uipm fnr their oaincsr Surely when all the account is lub- 
dufttd (fuch a labouring mans happine/Te refolved into its 
filiall ifiue and conclufion) there refteth nothing but ciphers. 

This fhould make us more moderate m our■ defines and ende- 
vours after earthly things; fith we doc but labour w *i tht wry fire 
and weary our \elves for very vanity , Hab. 2.13. They that iecke 

after the Philofophersftonc, theymuft ufc fo much gold, and 
/pend fo much gold: and then they cm ttirne as much in- 
l a old by it, as they have fpent in making of it: and fo they 
ha v 8 e their labour for their pains. ^ dc ^ f 

nrofit hath a man > Doe we not fee many take a gi eat QCal Ot 
Lins to goe to hell > whereinto at length they are turned a 9 
aSumpter-horfeis at night,after all his hard travel], with his 
.hack lull of galls and bruifes. ^ ^ ^ Verf. 
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Vert. 4- One generation^ fcth away } &c.] Therefore no happl 
ndie here, becaule no affiirance of life or long continuance 

Owi/aftM hominum tenui pendentia fib : 

Etfubtto cejurfHji valuere ruunt. 

Xerxes j iookmg upon his huge Army, wept to think, that 
within Idle then an hundreth years, not one of thofe niatr* 
fi:ou!d be {eft alive. Mortality is the ftage of mutability* 
Meerman is but the dream ofa dream, but tin: generation of 
a fancy, but an empty vanity, but the curious pifture of no- , 
thing, a poor feeble, unable dying flafh. How t hen can he here 
work out unto himfeif an happinefle worth having? Why 
fob,2.6. ihould he lay up and load himlelfwith thick,ciay,as ifhis life 

were rivetted upon eternity? 

But the Earth endureth for ever ] As a ilagc, whereon the 
feverall Generations aft their pares, and goe o f: as the cen* 
ter of the world, and feat of living creatures,it fondj'firm and 
unmoveable. 

That was an oddeconceitof Platoes 3 that theearch was akind 
of living creature, having ftoncs for bones, rivers for veins, 
treesfor hairs,Scc.And that was worfe of Arijhtk teaching the 
worlds eternity; which fome fmatterers in Philofophy fondly 
ffrive to maintain out of this text; aioc rightly underftanding 
the force of the Hebrew phrafe, For ever , which oft- times and 
here fignifies a periodical! perpetuity, a long inlcfinite time,not 
an infinite : See 2 Pet. 1. 3, io. The whole Engine fhall be chan¬ 
ged. By ever then is meant,n//the aid of a!/things. 

Ved.5. 7 hc Sunafo arijctE] That fwcct and fwife creature, 
Fmu c'-:. (the Verfiam deified ir:)So fweec,that Eudoxus f rofcfled liimfdf 
willing to bee burnt up by the Sun prefehtly, fo he might be 
( admitted to come fo near it,as to learn the nature of it. So 
vsmp n id* fwift,thitthe Per fans dedicated an horfe to their God the Sun, 
yfov>Tr*T*Xi- as t b e fwiftcli on earth to chefwiftcft in heaven. He eourleth 
7Iuf.:T ay ' abouc tlle WOi ' ld with incredible fpced, and re]yceth as a gyain 

Vfii 19. 3. run a ^ aC£ ’ Heexcccdeth the Eagles flight, more then it goes 
beyond the flow motion of a fhail. Whetherii: run nearer the 
Earth now by 99/6 German miles then it did in Ptolemies dayes 
(as fome Mathematicians affirm,) I .know not. Butthat.be- 
jIo'e.%.ad pop. ing ofa fiery nature,it fhould, contrary to the nature of fire, 
Antioch. (which is to fly upward) fend down its beams, its heat, light, 
and influence,this I admire with Chryfofiome^s 1 gracious work , 

of 


Hoc les iastbs, or the Preacher- 


of God, in making this great Servant of the world, (as his 
name in Hebrew fignifies') fo fweetly ferviccable. 

And hafieth to the place] tleb.panteth 3 as if tirc-d and even breath- 
lcffe. A figurative fpeech, like that Van. 9.21. where the An- 
k\\ Gabriel is faidtofly fwiftly, orwith vearineffe of fight , to 
MomiLamd. For ufe hereof, hear the Poet ; 

Seles oceidere 

The Sunne doth fet and rife; 6* >edin pof- 

But wee con trariwife, f Uht Nobis cnn 

Sleep after one ihort light, 5 ®- 

An everlaftingnight. pnpemwm 

dormiencla, 

Verf 6 The wind goeth toward the South , C^c.J It is a very Catull. 
fail thine atlirft, a little vapour riling out of the earth;buc 
bycircuiting and whirling about.it gathers ftrength ,.otv 
.Juing toward the South, and anon toward the North,Seethe 
Original 1 is very lively in exprefling themanner of it. Vna Eu - y ng% 
mmuhuc r M ,r.t,&c. The reftlefnefleof thrfe inicnfible 
matures, and diligence in doing their duties as it taxeth our 
dtiineileanddifaffeftion, fo it remindesus of the inflability 
of our ftatcs,and that we ihould feck and fet up our reft 111 God 
alone.All earthly things arc to the ionl, but as che air to the 
: flonej can give it no ftay,till it. come to God the center. 

Verf. 7 . Al! the Rivers run into the Sea] And the nearer they 
| come to the Sea, the fooner are they met by the tide 3 fentouc, 
as it were, to take their tribute, due to the Sea, that lent and 
fourcc of waters. Surely as the Rivers lead a man to the Sea, 
fo doe all theie creatures cariy him to God by thur circular 
motion. A circle (we fay) is the F erfee%.ft ngtirc, became it- 
begins and ends 3 the points doe meet together, thelafl- point 
meets in the firft from whence it came, fo (hall ive never come 


UillLd ill lllC 1W il liviw *-- ' ~ , .-p 

to pcrfeCtii n or fatisfltftiou, till our tools come to God ; tilt 
hie make the circle meet. A wife Philo iopher could lay,that 
Mm is the end ofall things in a tear*; that«, All things- 
in the world arc made for him , and he is made for God 3 o 

whom he muft therefore haften, r 

Vtio the place from whence the Rivers corn? J Sc: from th? bca, 
through the pores and paffages of the Earth, where they leave 
their fidtnefle. This is Solomons opinion, (as it was litewife 
die opinion of the Ancient Philofophers). which yet JnfioE 
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A ncpciia fi - finds fault with,and alligns another caui'e o ft h:perenni ty ofri- 
£unt huilmin vers,ot their beginning & originalljw'a. that theair thicknedin 
f avium ex Oce the carl h by rcafon ot cold,doth refolve & turn into water,&c. 

W gtmtHm. a g rees noc with that which Solomon here faith by the in. 

ftintt of the holy Ghoft.And therefore Averroe s is by no means 
to be hearkened unto in that exceflive commei dation he gives 
Ariftotle, viz That there was no errour in his writings, that 
his doftrine was the chiefeft truths,and that hisunderftanding 
A ? C v'i6o was the utmoft that was by any one attainabl. 3 himfelf the rule 
* and pattern that Nature invented to ftiewher mofl perfeft 
skill,&c. 

Ckir cn , cm ib Ver Si. All things are full of labouc]Labor eft etian ft fa voluptM. Mc- 

juflitiamDii leftacion andmifery meet us atevery turn.- The whole world 
permiiicrent ut j s a y ea of piaffe (for it’s vanity;) mingled with firtffov it’s vexa« 
ptrpetuo vivertt t - Qn j Vota ctiampoft ujum 3 faftidiofunt. All thefe things 

wcTJtndere- are fwccter in the mbit ion in the fruition. There is a fin- 

tur tfdit rtrwn gular vanity in this fplendid mifery. One well compares it 
ftinperetdem to a beautiful! pi&urc, drawn with white and red colours in 
jenore rtcurren- f ac h c loth : which afar off is very lovely; but :iear by, it is like 
t,m ' the filthy matter ofa fore or wound, puruler. t rotceniielTe 3 or 

theback of a galled horfe.No man ever yet fc und any conftant 
contentationin any ftate : yet may his outward appearance 
deceive others 3 aud anothers him. 

Man cannot utter it] If Solomon cannot, no man can: for 
what can the man doe that cometh after tie King? chap. 2. 

12. 

, The eye if not fatisfied with feeing] Though ihefebeethe two 

learned fenfes (as Ariftotle calls thenf)whereby learning is let in¬ 
to the foul: yet no man knows fo much, but he would know 
more. Herillus therefore and thofe other Pbihfophers that placed 
thehappinefie ofamaninthe knowledge c>f naturall caufes 
and events,were not in the right. There is 1 curfe of uafatis- 
fiablencfle lies upon the creature. Thefoul 3 that a&s in and 
by the outward fenfes, flickers up and down as Noahs Dove 
did- but findes no firm footing, fharkes arid fhifts from one 
thing to another for content, as the Bee dot h from flower to 
flower for hony, and defires ftillmore thing: in number , and 
new things for manner. Hence the particles in the Hebrew 
of that Ggnifie And and Or, come of a word t iat fignifieth tode 
fne : becaufe the deflres of Man would have this, and that, and 

that. 


Iranian other: and doth alfo tire it felf,not knowing whe¬ 
ther to have this or tbat^or that 3 or the tother 3 (b leftlefle it is,after 
utmoft endeavours of plenary fatisfaftion ; which this life af- 

^ Verf? 9 Thctbn/gihat hath been it is that which (ball bee] Hi- 
dory therefore muft needs be of noble and neceffary ufe: be- 
by fecting before us what hath been,it preniomfheth us ot 
what will be again: fith the felf fame fable is afted over again 
in the world, the perfons only are altered that aft it. f Plato VUtom Craiy- 
will therefore have Hiflory to have its name, r °* 

'« of flopping the flux of endleffeerrours, and reftlefle uncer- MacrobJ# 
tainties.His conceit of a generall revolution of all things alter m . 
aoooo years expired,is worthily exploded,and learnedly con¬ 
futed by St. Auftin.Ve Civ.Vei lib.12.cap.15.But in no wife con¬ 
firmed by this text, as fome would have it, & Ongeu among the 
reft. Plato might haply hint at the generall Rcfurrcaion, cal¬ 
led the Regeneration by our Saviour, Matth.1p.2Sr See the Note. 

Verf. 10. Is there any thing whereof it may be Jaid 3 Scetbis nnewt J 
Hoc e >o Primus vidi , faith Zabarell. But how could be tell that? 

Many men have been fo befooled. Wee look upon Gwmer and 
Printing as new inventions; the former found out by Btrchtol- 
din the Monke Anno Tom. i38o.the other by Frier FauJhts 9 An. 

144 6 . But the Chinefes are faid to have had the ufe of both thele 
long bcfore.Should wee then fo eagerly hunt after novelties, 
thole meer new-nothings, till we lofe our felves in the chafe? 

Ml admixari prope res eft una Numici. Get fpirkuall eys rather to 
behold the beauty of the New creature, (all other things are 
but nine dayes wonderment) the bravery of the new Jerusalem. 

Yea get this natural itch after novelties kild by theprattifeol 
mortification: and get into Chrift that thou maybe anew 
creature. So (halt thou have anew name upon thee, Ija. 62, 2. 

Anew Spirit within thee, Ez.jfa6.27.Kew alliance, Ephef.2. »H9- 
u.New attendance,F/rfi. 9I.11. New wages,new work,Ij*.62. 

11. Anew commaudement, I Job. 2.8. A new Covenant, Jer. 

31.33. A new way to heaven, Heb. 10.20. And a new Manli- 
onin heaven, lob. 1 4*2. 2Cor,$. 8. 

Verf. 11. There if no remembrance of former things J (None, to 
fpeak of. How many memorable matters were never recorded. 

How many ancient records long iince perifhed ? How many 
lragments of very good Authors are come bleeding 
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hands \ that live fas many of our Cattles doe) due oneiy by 
their ruines > God hath by a miracle preferved :he holy Bible 
from the injury of times and tyrants, who have fought to abo- 
li/h it. There we have a true remembrance oi former things, 
done in the Church by Abraham and his off-fpfiag ; when the 
Grandees of the Earth,Am;/ct,bV/ttr,8tc.lye wrapt up in theiheec 
olfhame, orburyed in the grave of utter oblivion. Diodorus 
Siculus confetti ill that all Heathen antiquities, before the 1 he- 
ban and Trojan warres, are either fabulous relations or little 
better. Ezra ( that wrote one of thelaft in the Old Tcfta- 
ment) lived afore any Chronicles of tire world now extant in 

the world. 

Neither (bal/th-:rs be any remembrance] Unlefle :ran fruit ted to 
pofterity by Bookcs and Writings, which may preferve and 
keep aiive.their memory j and uftifie lor their Authors, that 
fuch have one day lived. 

- Qua mffet Erafmnn, 

Chillis .etemum ft latuijjet op«i? 

Niniveb that great City is nothing elfe but a fepulture of 
herfelfe: no more fhall Borne be ere long. Time fhall tri¬ 
umph over it, when it £hall but then live by fame (if at all) as 
others now doe. 

Verf. f 2. I the Treacher was King over Israel ] And fo had 
all the helps that heart could wittuthe benefit o the be ft books 
and records,that men or mony could bring me in^the happines 
of holy conference, beiides mine own plentifiJl experience, 
and therefore you may well give credit to my verdict. Mr .Fox 
had a large ccniimflion under the great Seal 13 (larch fo: all 
filch Monuments, ManufcriptSi Peegificrs, Legier-bookcS, as 
might make for his purpo.it: in Petting forth tha : worthy work, 
the Acts and Adornments ofihe Church of England. And the like 
had Polydor.rirgill tor the framing of his Hiftovy: though with 
unlike fucceffe: for htc had the ill hap to writ e nothing well, 
faith one, fave the life of Henry the j'A- wherein he had reafon 
to take a little more paincs then ordinary ; the Buoke be¬ 
ing dedicated to Henry the 8th. his Son. See the Note on 
verf. i. 

Verf. 15. And Igave my heart to feel ( and fearc ■) out by wftlotnc] 
God had given Solomon a large heart, and great, ftore of wife- 
dome.: and.this made him not more idle,but more induftrious, 

more 
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5hap.I- EcCLESl ASTES,grtfoPRlACHBR. _ 

“Twhlulcm and ft nous in faking and [embimout by wif 
J 1 ™ ff bl the btft skil that he had, maturely and nwhodi- 
,uf 'thicaufes,properties,andeffea 5 , with thereafonofall 

'('et upon thisand the other two bookes of Solo- 
fcouia v,e all ict upcm ^ blic ) the true God of 

Sen hath called him and commended him unto us? Surely, 
sin tlr revelation , heaven never opened but fome great myite- 
: Z J^kifoincdivineonideuttered : So we may bee 
-onfident that the holy Ghoft never fets any pen-man oficrip- 
C rlr hut for excellent purpofe. And if we dif-regard it, 

he will complain of us, as once,I have written for £«»» * he £ r £ Mf&i z. 
n ■ e but they were counted as a ftrange thing. As to 
thofe other worthy works of Solomon f the fruits of this privy 
ho1 .,!rn the natures of the creatures here mentioned ) that 
lurch m bereft us of; how much better may we 

tticinjaiy c>f u^“^ ^learnedniauonce did of Origcns Relbc.*™ 
lay of them, f„J am dqlorarcrofTumnt , cowmen fare nonfoiju - ^ne. p. 1 -> • 

TOs great lotte wee may Ul bewaile, but cannot 

hel Vcrf 14. J/ecurt//tfoe «re done, 3 I have fee n 

1 frt- down mine obfcrvaLions of them, 1 King- 4- 33- 

Trr^ 

!“ not I worke but a treafury, 

“’a ’nroft worthy to her known of all 






) 


* A Commentary or Expofition upon 


Chap. I* 


may be rendred ) wind gotten into the veines is a lore vexa* 
lion. 

Verf. if. That which is crooked cannot be made fir eight 1 
naen are fo wedded and wedged to their wicked wayes , that 
they cannot be rectified but by an extraordinary touch from 
'Ph©- & t the hand of heaven: Hefiod fpeaking of God fait h, that he can 
iSuVh ffwMov. eafily ftt crooked things ftrcight,and only he.Hjly Mdnnchthon 
being himfelfnetvly converted;, thought it impolfible for hi 3 
hearers to withfland the evidence of the Gofpel, But after lie 
had been a preacher a while,he complained,that j/JAdam w.istoo 
hard foryoun% Melanchr.hon;and yet belides the lingular skil and 
learning that God had given him,(for the which he merited to 
be called the Phoenix of Germany ) ad cum modum ir. hoc vitti theatro 
verfatum Philippum Melanchthoneni apparet,&hh. a friendand 
fcholar of hisj.e.It vrelappeareth^hztMelancbthcn was(Solotm- 
like)on this wife bulled upon the theatre of this life,that feeino 
tind oblerving all he could., he made profit of every thing;and 
ftored his heart ( as the Bee doth her hive ) out of all forts of 
flowers, for the common benefit. Howbeit he inet with much 
crofiencfleandcrookednelfe that wrung many tears from him, 

. (as it did lifcewriefrom St. Paul 0 Phil. 3, 18.) not in open ene¬ 
mies only, as -Eccius and other Papifts, but in profellcd friends, 
Melcb.Adm in as, Flacius, Ofumder, See. who not only vexed him grievom'ly 
vi,a whiles alive, but alfo fell foul upon him when l ie tvas dead, as 

Mtimimcn* 2anchiw complaineth. Of all fowle wee mu ft hate and cicteft 
rnmnonutiM- the Crowes, and ofall beafts the Jackall’s ( akind of foxes in 
fkemutin Dewn Barb ary ) becaufe the one digs up the graves and devourcs the 
cruci ajfigiw. flelh, the other picks out the eyes of the dead.. But (to return 
Ml ft d- to the text J linftii men grow aged and crooked with good opi- 
f/'.-ic.. nions of themfelves , and can feldomc or neve r be let ftreieht 
again.The Phariiee lets up his Counter for a th oufand pound, 
1 am not as other men , faith he, nor as this Publican, he ftands upon 
his comparifonsj nay upon his difparijonS) and although he turne 
afide unto his crooked ways, fas .Vampfen did to his Dalilah') yet 
he thinks much to be led forth with the workers if iniquity , but 
cryes, Peace fballbe upon Israel. How many are the re,that having 
Pfal, 125. j. ladenthemfelves with thief clay are bowed togethci, as hee in the 
Hub. z. Gofpel was, and can in no wife lift up themfelves? They nei* 
ink; * 3. ii. ther can nor will (0 curve in terras aninue } eH.)but arc frample 
andfoolilh. 


Ecclesiastes , or the Preacher. 


i3 


The Greek word for crooked, comes of an fkirw word S»w«> 
itae Greets , . rr , nfp ; r£ .d. hee will not »” 


*an 


The Greek word tor croo^efl, comes o! — - 

J! fignifics a fool, and every foole is conceited; hee will not 

*338siB±J»*»stt 

? bfhis corrective and direftivc power, to fet all to rights , 

SkX 5- Philosophy can abfcondcre vitiation abjetndere, chain up 

cannot be ntrnbud ] & 

u «« wJttog with a wltneft, wUleft,^- \ 

Shndlf^tt^whhSeTthatthere (warmed. »* ««*..*• 

renders that place, i; ves aremller ot fins then The Hr- *t"- 

^eoftparks. ***«&!“ 

rasmenctsofftars^o th J,* of infirmities, and 

ttoh edid. that hee cryes out, IH. P/it. .9. 

^ Verf 1(5. Umnmml with mm; om . beatt,fay<»fo C c-j Here 

«£**«* Vimn proceedsto tTdZ 

5 — n, ig ht wuh- 


Tlie 
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A C omwent dry or Exposition upon 


Chap. I, 


boafting lay ofhimfelfeas here he doth, Loc 0 l wcow7t^7« t 
cftatc, or, 1 have great?jed ar.d added wifdome al ove ah that have been 
i Kino: before me. Doth notGodfay as much ofhim, I Fing. 3.St 4. & 
i\ 5-^*0? And had hee not good reafon to prcifohimfclf i u 
this lort? For whereas Tome might hcreobjeft, ;hat the caufe 
that men get not happint/ie by the knowledge of'naturall Phi* 
lofophy is,becauic they underftand it not, Th: t cannot bee 
iaith the Wile-man, for I have outgone ail that went before 
me in wiidomc and peripicacyj and yet I can doe no good onV 
try you another while, it you think you can outdoe nice I 
I think a man may break his neck before his faft ofthefe Sublu¬ 
nary felicities. 


Verfe 17. Andtolyw madneftt and /oily"] that by comparing 
ot contrarieSjl might the looner find and filh out what I loughc 
tor. Scd fruftrafui 3 but l difqiiieted my felt in vair . P hilojophan- 
dum igitut;, jvd paiicisi there is a deceit in Philofophy , Col. 2. 8. 
and he who choofeth to hold faft this lying vanity, doth by 
his own election forfakemercy, Jon. 2.3. - 

Verfe 18. For in much mfdomc is much grief] And herein chil¬ 
dren and fools have the advantage ; as they warn: wit, fo they 
^^want woe, as little is given to them, fo little ii required of 
r Eprv 9&pef‘them. Nihil feirevita jucundi(Jima , To know nothing is the bra- 

Sf 1 th ve . ft iife? as . the Crcck P foverb hafh k - this rr uft be raken 
h with a grain of fait; and wemuft know, that heavenly wif- 

dome hath infinite pleafure; and fo for, as all other arts and 

foiences are fubfervient to it, and regulated by it , they afford 
to the mind an incredible delight and fweetnefle. 


Chap. II. 


Veri'e 1. Coe to ?;gw, I will pove thee with mirth. 

t-T-He merry Gm ly of the world chink that they have the only ■, /■ 

T life ot it, that there is no flich happmeffe as to laughand ‘ , 
i t0 fe Can w&nd to liecaroulmgandntelt.ngmfintHll , L 
nlealiirts- yea though they perifh therein, as the Duke of > - 
Kuilhi.bntBofjiLdiy. Bat a little time wtl con- 
iute thefe tools, faith Solomon, and let them fee, thatic'S nt 
0 be preterved in brine, then to rot in hony. F lyes and walp. 
ufe toOTmc to hony and fugar and fuch ftveet things; fo do h 
Pc’d&tlml) (the god of flyes J to the hearts of Epicures am^vo- 
luptuarics. I.tbtmtb hiuntcth the felines, job 40. “ 

therefore this Wife-man was utterly outbid madcaruUtou - 
felon from the fearch ofwifdome, to the ptirfuit of plafar , 
from the fchoole ot Socrates to the herd of ipt rarer.For though 
S hogs may grunt out their. [ Let us eate and dunk, >r <° 

J tl„lldie{] yet if death but draw the curtain, and look 

inupontiiem all the mirth is marr’d,and they put into asgreat 

• wasat the light oi the hand-wntrng 

ll,i v*a ‘ S fjal%tb, it u mat) *d. Thou mad fool what 

tloSthoulytt is not mirth amlfl^Ube moderate* nor IbUgh- 

tcrunlaw»ml,(asfome AnabaptilU in Calvin, ti““^>^*; 

hkwd limited. Carnal! mirth,andabufeoflawlull t h m gs 
noth mightily weaken, imenerateand emalculate the fpiut, 

vn itch-awes out the very vigour and vivacity of it, «ndis 
therefore to be avoided.Somearefoatraidot ladneffe that they 
banifli ail ferioufnclTc ; thcyaftMlmirihastheEeldothniud, 
or the Toad ditches. Thclc are thole that dance to the t.mbrel 
aid harp,but fuddenly turn into hell Jo if >• 

Verfe 5. Ter acquaint ini!, my heart vsilh rcifdomej t. c. 1 efo L 
to retain my wifdonte, but that could not be. for 
end w, and uu-kim take area} the heart; they dull and dilable _ ^ 
nature, and fo let us in a greater diftance from grace, t hey pg 
anain ft the foul , and take away all fent and fen(e of heavenly . 
comforts': Much like that parccll .ot ground m ->^/(v^^ttiat 
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A Commentary or Exf option upn Chap.II, 

"‘ft- dt mnal> - fendeth fuch a ftrong fmcll of fragrant flowers :o all the fields 
yh/. MS. thereabouts, that no hound can hunt there. And here I beleeve 
began Solomons Apoftalie , his laying the reins in the neck to 
purfiie lintull pleafures, plealing himfelfin a conceit, that nee 
could ferve God and his lulls too, A Chrifliar. hath ever God 
for his chief end, and never fins with deliberat ion about this 
end; hewil not forgo God upon any terms; on .y he errs in the 
way, thinking he may fulfill fuch a lull,and keep God tco:But 
God and fin cannot cohabit; and God’s graces e roaning under 
our abtifes in this kind,cry unto him for help, who gives them 
therenpon ( as he did to the wronged church. Rev .l 2 .i^,)the 
ivings ofan eagle.’after which, one lull cals upon another, as 
they once did upon their fellow-fouldiers s AW .VIoab to the (foil, 
til theheartbe tilled with as many corc-uptions,as SolomonbidA 
concubines 

Verfe 4. I made me great wort\s"\ I took not pleafure in tri¬ 
fle s,as Vomitian did, in catching and killing fives with his pen¬ 
knife, or as Artaxerxesdid^m making hafts fo. -knives, or as 
Solyman the great Turk did, in making notches of home for 
bowes; but I built (lately houfes, planted pleafant vineyards 
Sec. A godly man may be bufied in mean low things, but hee 
is not fatisfied in them as adequate objetts, he t rades for better 
^ commodities,and cannot reft without them. 

I budded me hoa/cr JCurious and fpacious,fucb as is the Turks 
Seraglio or palace, faid to be more then two mi es in compaffe, 
William llufus built JFejhmnjler hall, and when it was done, 

■ fhjn f° un d much fault with it, for being built too little;faying, it 
tmt i ij • was fi tcer f or a chamber,then for a hall for a Ki ng of England, 
and took a plat for one far more fpacious to bee added un¬ 
to it* 

J planted me vineyards JThnt no pleafant thing might be wan¬ 
ting to me. To plant a vineyard is a matter of much coft and 
care,but it loon quits coll by bearing, fit ft, plenty of fruit in 
bunches and clufters, many grapes together. Secondly jay bea- 
ring pleafant fruit; no fruit being moredele&abkto the take 
then is the grape; nor more comfortable to tin; heart, then is 
the wine made ofthe grapeJudg.^.i^.Solomotthad one gallant 
vineyard d.tBaal'-hamon, that yeeldrd him great profit. Cant. 
8. 1.. 

Verfe j. I made me gardens'] focalled, becaufe garded and en- 

clofed 


Ghap.II. Ecclesiastes, OrWt ruiA CHBB. 1/ 

7~T. TTZp ]~~Cant. 4. lTlikeaswe call garments quad 

C inana&ivc acception of the word : becaufe they 

puardour bodies from the injury ofwindand weather The 
Hebrew word fj Gan comes likewife irom a word that figrufo 

^hromoteft or guard. And there are that give this tor area 

^ whv the Lord forbad the jews to keep twine,becaufe they 
KchSS to gardens', tvherrof that coontrey rs 

5aps hfgratificd'ftaS” daughter (the JEMjMS Cooke 

^ Verfe^ To water therewith the Wood ] h e. the gardens or hort- 
vards that were as large as little woods: Chnfts garden m the 
gSas it hath a wall (Ter/. 5.) fo a well to water it, and 

^vVfcj^Igtt me fervants, &c. ] too many by on ^ c '^ 

dm who rent ten tribes from his Ibnne. It is well obferved 

bv an Interpreter, that Salomon among all his delights got him 

not a Fool or Tetter, which fome Princes cannot be without > 

io not When they (houldbe moft ferious. It is recorded ok 

Hairy the third King of France? that in a Solemn proceflion at 

Varif he could not be without his Jefler, who, walking be- _ . 

twem thVkhig and the Cardinally made mirth to them both. 

There was fwett devotion the while, , 

] bad great pofei/ions of great and fmalf cattle^ " P cc “ e 5 wlanch.inUt 

voLa UnecJichicks opes ftgnijic ant: fte petunia a pecude. So cbefita M ... 
fienifies in Hebrew both many and a lamb. 

^ Verfe 8. I gathered me aljojilver and gold^j Gold of Ophir (no™ > 

calledm *0 where the Spaniards are faid to meet with more 
gold oare, then earth: Betides his great gifts from othei Prin- 
fes as Hiram, Queen of Sheba, 8tc. his royall revenue, his tri¬ 
butes from forain nations fubduedby his father T^Jh/, tO a 
verv great value. Sixtus the fourth, was wont to fay, that a 
Pope^conld never want mony while he could hold a pen mhil Vet ranch 
hand. Hispredeccflor John u.leftin his treafury to hishtirs 
250 mites ofpllWj** 8. being plundered by the French^ 






18 A Comment Ary or Expojltion upon Chap.II, 

ddfeild. was found to have more wealthy faith mine Authour)chen all 
the Kings of the. earth could hare railed by one years revenue/ 
k fhould feemby the peoples complaint after So lemons death 
i 12.,pthat he lay over heavy upomthem by his exaftors* 

and gold-gatherers, which caufed the revolt of t ie ten tribes! 
One aft of inju (lice oft lofeth much that was juilly gotten.’ 
Kedar lamer and his fellow Kings were deprived, c f the whole 
v.i&ory,bccaufe they fpared not a man whom the'rfhould have 
Ipared. ill-gotten gold hath a poifonfull operation , ani 
will bring up the good food together with ill tu mours , fob 
20. 15. 

And the delights of the font of men ] Thefe drew out his fpirits 
and dilfolved him, and brought him to fo low an ebbe in 
gracej hi& wealthdid him far more hurt then his wifdome did 
ldmgood: it isashardtobeargrofperity,as to.drink much 
wine and not be giddy; it is alio dangerous to take pleafure 
in pkafure* to fpend too much time in.it;as Solos ion for ftven 
' yearsfpent. in building Gods houfe, fpent, thirteen in his 
own. Lovers ofpleafures are fet as laft and wor.fin. that ca¬ 
talogue of wickedneffe in the laft dayes, 2 lim. 3; 4. 

Verfep. Alfo m) rvijdome remained with me ] Outward things 
are dead thingsand cannot touch the foul, ( a ively fpirit) 
uni elTe by way of taint: Solomon if not.at firft, ye t at length, 
Was fearfully tainted by then), making good that of.the Poet* 
Stultitiam pat iurdur. opes -- 

jttfi trritL Ardua res hjic eft, opibus non trade re mores, 

Et cum tot Crafosviceris, cffeNumatn. 

Verfc 10. And whatsoever mine eyes defired, ^ \ them 

with pleafant pifturcs, (hews,fights, and other o ijc&s of de- 
itiml light, which yet have plus deceitionit qurn ddcctath nit . able to 
entice, and ready to kill the intangleel; How m:ny are there 
that have dyed of the wound in the eye> David knowing the 
danger, prayeth, Pfal. 1 19. 37. Turn away minetyes-frombe¬ 
holding of vanity. Job fteps one degree further, from a prayer 
to a vow, chap. 31. yea from a vow to an imprecation, ver. 

If our firft parents fell by.following the fight oftieir eyes,and. 
lull of their hearts, what can Solomon or any of us promile our 
fe\ve& 3 qui ati'mas ttim incar riavimiu ^ who have nude our very 
fpirit a lump of fleflvprone to entertaine vice, \ ea to folicite 
tt/ 


Chap.II. ECCLE SXASTESjOr^PRHACHBR. 

For wv heart rejoiced in ad my labour~\ This is not every world- 
lines happinefle. For fome live nottoenjoy what they have 
raked together, as that rich fool in the Gofpel: others live 
indeed, but live befide what they have gotten, as not daring to 
diminifh ought; but defrauding their own genius, and deny¬ 
ing themfelves neceflaries.So did not Solomon , and yet he found 
not the good he fought for neither, as heetellsusin the next 
words Nori s it want of variety in thefe pleafures, butmward 
ivcaknefle, an emptineffc and infufficiency in the creature In 
heaven the objefts of our delight and bleffcdaclfc thall bee, 
though uniform,yet everlaftingly pleafing. . 

Verf. 11. then Hooked on all the works ] Aneceffary and profi¬ 
table praftife, well worthy our imitation, viz. to recognize 
and review what wee have done, and to how little purpofe we 
have wearied our felves, in the multitude of our counfclls , E fay 47. 
13. God looketh upon men, and if any fay I have finned and 
perverted that which was right, and it profited mee not, Hee 
will deliver his foul from going into the pit, and his life mail 
fet the light, Job 33. 27,2 8. Tul/y could tell Nevius, that if hee 
had but well waighed with himfelf thofe two words^dago^ c 
What doe l> his lull and luxury would have been cooled and ft 

behold,ad was vanity and vexation of (fir it Jin the very pur- 
fuit of them is much anguifh, many grievances, fearsjealoufies, 
difaraces, interruptions, difeontentments. Next, it is feldome 
fecn that Godallowcs to the greateft darlings of the world a 
perfe&contentment.Somthing they muft have to complain of, 

that fhall give an unfavoury verdure to their fweeteft morfels, 
and make their very felicity miferable. Yet all this avails mee 
nothing, fo long as 1 feeMordecai 9 C aith Uamen the Kings mini¬ 
on Ladly, after the unfanftified enjoyment,follows the fling 
ofconfiricnce, that will inexpreffibly vex and torment thefoul 

throughout all eternity. . 

And there was no profit wider the fun} Nulla emolumenta labor urn , 
nothing but labour for travell, no contentation but defpera- 
tion, no fatisfaftion but endleffe vexation 3 as children tire 
themfelves to catch a butterflye; which when they have 
caught profits them nothing, only fouls their fingers. Or 
rather asthedropficall body, by driving to quench third by 
drinking, doth but increafe the difeafe, and in the end deftroy 
it felt Cc 2 V«f. 


A Commentary or Expofitionupon Chap.II. | CIgp.lL Eccibsia ^tb ^ortnt rsiAviw 


Verf/ 12. For what eanthcman doe that cometh ater the King~\ 
q. d. who is it that can out*doe me in this review anddifeove- 
ry ? Neither is this a vainglorious vaunting of ais owne ver- 
0^ . tues, but an Occ^r/on or prevention ofanobjeiitionjthus. k 

may be thou haft not perfcttly known the difference of things, 
SoJ. ' and fo haft not rightly determined. To this he anfiwers, that 
he hath fo quit himfelfe in fearching and trying the truth in 
thefe points, that it is not for any other to goe beyond him. 
And having removedthis rub, having carried thii dead Jmaja 
out of the way, that might have hindredhis hear .ts march, he 
proceeds in hisdifeourfe. 

Verf. 13. 1 hen 1 [ate that teijdome exccllcth folly ] i.e t Philofo- 
phy and humane wifdome,though itcannot perf:ft the mind, 
nor make a man,happy, yet it is as far beyondfmfuality and 
brutifhneflc, as light is beyonddarknefie. Thofi: that feek tor 
the Phiiofophecs ftone,though.they mifte ofthei : end,yet they 
.find many excellent things by the way; So,Philo; ophers, Polfe 
ticuns,(V 3 oralifts,though they milled of the peai 1 of price, yet 
tl>ey fought out other goodly pearls f with, th \t wife Mer¬ 
chant, Mat. 1 3.45.) for the which they have the ir juft praife 
and profit, 

Verf. 14 Jhe teijc mans eyes arc in hit firrfi/]He iuc icioufly pon- 
dereth.things paft, and prudently ordereth things prefent,and 
•w- providently forefeeth to prevent dangers likely Vo enfue. The 

Chinefes ufe to fay of themfclves, that all other j ations of the 
Defhrip. tfthe world fee but with one eye, they only with vwo.'talians tell us, 
»f China. l ^ at w h ereas Spaniards feem wife and are fools, t v inch-men feern 

tfityl, Geef. fo°l s aw wilt 3 Portugak neither arc wife, nor, fc much as feem 
to be fo,they themfelys both feem wife and are fc.ThisIcould 
fiooaer beleeve,if from a better mouth then their c wn. Rmani fv 
cut.non atuminajta non imf>o[iur.is habent, faith f>e/fenu.The Romans 
(thofe wittieft of die Italians ) are neither very fu btiie nor very 
fimple. 

Rut the fo$le roal^th- in darkpeffe 3 . He hath nei :her fight nor 
ljghtjbut is atted and agitated by the prince of darkneire, who 
bolds his black hand before the eye of fiich men’s minds, and 
blinds their under,handings; dealing with them, as Pliny faith 
theEagledcals with the Hart, fhe lights upon his homes and 
• /: - r there flutters up and downe, filling his eyes wi lt duft borne 

her feathers, that At laft he may cafthimfelffrom arock^nd 
iQ.be.made a prey unto her,. " One 


"fattvetf b^mthtothm aligAsdMro in 

"verf I S.AS*toth'Wfi it b^thJU k 

‘sSsSSBasfSs!s«^= 

btcfp}) eh.1 o fiodstitne.lt needs not yimuovi]> 

si ■ 

m Verf 1«. For i »«r emmbrnt' 
kbTalfowifctoMvation.- forihmheIh.U 


U COM?M?Jtary er Exception tff&n Chap.I[i 

foiling remembrance,-Or.QtherWiMtherhf^ball.be utwriy 
fbrgottcn(as being not written among the 1 i v ing in Jerusalem, 
Efay^.forxlle he (hall not have the happine Ie.to.be forgot¬ 
ten in theCity where he had (o done, Ecc/efS. ;o.t mean where 
he had been either a dogmatical! or at foaft a p raftjcall Atheiii, 
asthewry befto^thcPhiloro^hers.were, Ko>*, t. : &i Cor. i. 
thechoifcftand the moii picked imsA among!t them, i Car. 
3. 21. 

And hm dyeth the wife man? at the fool] See the Note on Verf. 14J 
&i«$. wife men dye as wcllas fools,/his/. 49.iD.gogdmendye 
a 9 weii ash idi, Ezek. 2 1 -4. yet with this difference; that the 
lighctous hathJjDyeioiL^ de<st/),tslhicltto hiipis neithert»t4' 3 but 
otthe body only,nor perpetual/, but fora time only,til the day 
of refrefhing. See both thefe, Km. 8. 1 o, j 1 . . . 

Verf. 17. Therefore I bated life] L e. 1 Idle loved it then I 
diad done; I law mortality to be a mercy with Gato-, I was nei- 
'Vfaue tdme *her fond of life, nor. afraid ofdeath, withQ .Elizabeth^ I pre- 
. Virgil'. ^ feared my coffin before my cradle, my buriali-day before my 
‘ ^ * birth-day, chap. 7. 1 . A greater then Solomon threatens thole 
that love life, with the lofleoflife, Lukg 17 . 33. and hath 
■purpofely feta particular vanity and vexation upon everyday 
iofonr lfce* thfit* we may not dote upon.it ,fi :h me dye dayly. 
SuffioientSdthe day is the evilly that is 3 the. inifery ') thereof, gbieqaid 
boni eft inmundoj faith Auftin, what good thing foever we have 
here, is cither paft,prefent, or to come.lf paft. it’s nothing: if 
to coroe,it’s imeertaine: if prefent, yet it is u tfuficient,unfa- 
titfaftory, Sc? that, whilft I call to mind things paft (faid that 
camd. 'Elifib.) ifccompalrable Q^Elizxbcth ) bchoId things prelent, and ex- 
■fol, 3*5. peft things to come, 1 hold them happieft that goe hence 
Tooncft. 

Verf. 18* Tea I hated.aU my labour] i. e. 1 war forry to think, 
that I had been fo eager and earneft in getting a great eftate, 
which now I muft leave, and to whom I know not *, fure I 
•am, to thofe that never took any pains for it. And herein we 
fee the corruption of our nature difeover it fell", in that we are 
4 o wedded to the things of this world (efpecidly if getten by 
our own art iandihdullry )that we.think much to be divor¬ 
ced from them by death, and to leave them to others 3 when 
cur felves can enjoy them ao'longer. Henry I cauferd that rich 
and wretched Cardinal;, bilhop u&fffn<hefteT 9 and Chancellor 
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reign ofHenrv 6 .when he perccivcdthathe muff > 

dve, and that there was no remedy, murmured at death, that W 
his riches could not reprieve him till a further time, f ordice 
asked, wherdore{hould 1 dye,being fo rich ? It the whole- 
Realm wouldlavc my life,.I am able either by policy to get 1 
i tj0 r by riches to buy it. Fy, (quoth he) will not death bee 

hired? will mony doe nothing? 

Latimer in a fermon afore King Edward the 6 . tells a ftory of 
a rich man, that when he lay upon his lick bed,there came one 
to him and told him, that certainly, by all- reafon they cafe 
iude by, That he was like to beta man for another world, a 
dead man. As foon as ever he hears but thefe words(faith Lati- 
wr jWhat niuft I dye? faid he: fend for a Phyfitian; wounds, 
iidcs heart, muft 1 dye? wounds, fides, heart, nnift 1 dye? and 

thus he goes on, and there couldbenothing got from hin^buc .. 

wounds, fides, heart, mufti dye?Muft 1 dye and po from theft? 
herewasall.- here’s the end of a man that made hispoition . 
to be in this world, lfthismans heart had been dpt up after 

he was dead, there might have been found written in it, T he 

God eftbis prefent world. . . . 

Mr. Jeremy Kurrcughes relates in print of another rich man, Sera. om ¥fd. 
that had fomttime lived ncer unto him; who, when hee heard 
his fickiviTe was deadly, fent for his bags of mony anddmgg d 
thendn his arms,faying,Oh! muft I leave you?Oh! muff I leave 
yoiP And of another, who when hce lay upon hiS lick bed, 
called for his bags,and laid a bag ofgoldto his heart,and then 
bad them take it away, it will not doe, it will not doe. 

Mr. Ko 'ers in his Treat ife of Love tels ofone, that being near 
death, clapt a twenty (hillings peece of gold into his owne 
mouth, faying, Some ivifer then fome, lie takethis wjth mee, 
howfoever. A 

Verf. 19. And who kyiowctbwhether he fhttU tee a wife man] A 
friend or an enemy, an acquaintance or a meer ftranger: r khes . 
oft change mafters.How many by a juft hand of God dye child- 
lefle; or elft leave that they have to dingthntts that wil lpend ; 
it as merrily, as ever their parents got it miferably> feitter . 
with a fork as it were, what they have wretchedly raked toge¬ 
ther? Our Henry 2. fome few hours before he dyedjfawa lift pt 

their names, who confpired with the King of and Earle 

Ri(hard (hisfonne and fucteflour) again ft him? find finding 
’ thcremr. 
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therein his fon J<j/j/z(whom he had made Earl otComwal,Sommer* 
Jet, Nottingham , Derby, and Lancafier , and given him a vafte- 
iiate ) to be the firft; he fell into a grievous pallon, both cur- 
TSatu hift.im ^* n S ^ ons a an< ^ tl ic day wherein hinifolf. was born : and in 
that diftemperature departs the world, which fo often himfelf 
had diftempered. 

Verf. 20. Therefore 1 vent about to caufe my he* rf, &c. ] /. e. I 
fet my fclfto take off the edge of my affections from theft out* 
ward comforts that are fo uncertai n, and fo unfatisfaftory; 
andtotakeanodier courft^or the attaining of true happineflie. 
The Hebrewyfford fignifies, Ifet a cqmpaffe, I turned rounder I 
n turned lhort again upon my folfjby a reflex af: of my mind,as 

Symmcfou.ue- Ephraim d\d 3 jer.^i . i ?, 20. as the prodigal did when he came fo 
yaph.ab equti , who before had been befides himielf in point offalvati- 

^ tircttmlwin a ^d as Solomon clfcwhcre prays,that the cap :ivc people may 
6 bethink themfclvcs,or (as the Hebrew hath it) bring bach^to their 
heart, 1 King. 8 47. rcturne and diCcerne between the righteous 
and the wicked,M<»/. 3. 18. Thus David examined his wayes, 
andf finding all to be naught andffarl^naught, contrary to that of 
God, who reviewing his works found all good md ^eo-g.eod) he 
bethought himfelf of a better courft,he turned his feet to Gods 
teftimonies, Pfal. 11 9.59. Set not thy heart upon theafles , faid 
the Prophet to Saul, forafmuch as better thing; abide thee, the 
de/ireofalllfrael is to thee. 

VerC2i. For there is a man vehofe labour is in wifdrne] This 
ftemed to Solomon (. whofe ownc caft it \;as like to be) 
lo unworthy a thing,and fuch a vexation of fp irit, that he can 
never fay enough ol it; but could find in his fe.-rt to cry out 
with him in the Poct,Teff *g.w>Sodpsuv xj 7£ 7 nriv.m 
&’>ufx}l*v&aiuf , 1 am thrice mifcrable,nay ten 1 imes, nay an 
hundred, nay a thoufand times fojthadam born to be a provf 
dent and a perft& drudge ofan idle drolicpr perhaps of ameer 
ft ranger. 

This is alfo vanity and a great evilf] Not privat ion of good on¬ 
ly^ nothing-, but a pofition ofcvill, afadthingjan inconveni¬ 
ence not to be avoided by the moftdrcumfpeft prudcnce.forit 
Ataaro/Mvot. is writtcn^He tak^th the wife miheir own cr aft inetfe. find again,' The 
AiaMyap**' Lordkpowclh the thoughts of the wije (their inward difteptationS, 
their debating the matter with themfelvts) tl at they are vaine , 
1 Corinth. 1. 19,20. The rich foole talked to himfelfe ( as 

fooles 
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fooles ufe to doe ) and fet downe how every thing fhould be, 

Luh 12. ly.bacit proved fomewhat otherwife, ere he was a 

Verf. 22. For what hath a man of all his labour ] What makes hee 
ofit( every thing reckoned?) fee chap. 1. 3. what takes hee 
with him when he dyes more then a poor winding fheet > as 
that Great Emperour of Egypt caufed to be proclaimed at his 
funerail, that that fhirc of his ( there hanged up for the pur- 
pofe) was all that he now had of all his labour, and great 
atchieveinents.&j/rfdnze the mighty monarch of the Eafl is gone, 
and hath taken no more with him then what you lee, faidthe CAwiu 
bare Prieft that went before the bier. See the Note on 1 Tim. 

6 Verf. 23. For all his dayes are forrows, &c. ] All the dayes of 

theaffli&edareevill, Prov. i$. 1$. and every day hath a Juiiici- 

enc evill laid upon it by God, Mat. 16.34. Few and evill were 6 en 47 . 9 *. 

thedayes of Jacob's pilgrimage. God gave him not a draught 

only of the cup ofaffliftion,but made him a dict-drmk. Man 

is born to trouble ffaith E/ipl,« Job ?. 7 . ) as the fpatkflyes o 

upward. Mm and Mifirdle are mamanner terms convertible. . X 

Hte that remembers that himfolfe is a man. Will not thlllt 

much of any forrow betides him, faith the Heathen Oratour. 

For, 

Si,nifires cujusnullaeftcontrariavoUs. 

Vivcre nempotejl, viverenemopotefi , 

Tca,huheajt taketb no rcfl in the night ] As a clock ean never 
ftand (fill, fo long as the plummets hang thereat5 fo neither 
can a worldlings heart for cares and anxieties. Thefe gnats 
will not differ him to fleep, thefe flyes of Egypt are continual¬ 
ly flinging him, me ac die non dabunt requiem, as thofe tyrants, 

C L 16 Night and day he is difquieted with them ; hee lyes 
upon a pillow fluff with thorns. Not fo the godly man hee 
contrafts his cares into a narrow compafs,communes With his 
own heart upon his bed; and having made all even with God, 
lleeps undifturbed, P/<?/. 3. & 4 - J acob refts fw€Ctl y wtlCn T 
head lay upon a hard ftone at Bethel. Jhajhuerofb cannot relt* 
though upon abed of doune, but calls for the. Chronicles. It 
was wifely done of Burleigh L. Treafurer, to put off his cares 

together with his clothes; when hee laid by his gowne^nce 
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famdin. would commonly fay, Lye the re Lord Treasurer) andfo quietly 
conipofe himftlf to cake his deep. Li nothing be cm full ( faith 
the Apoftle^) but letthepeace of Codguard-your hearts ind minds in 
Thrift Jefhs, Phil, 4 6,7. 

Verf. There it nothing better for a man. <H.]This may feem to 
favour of Epicurifme;as may alfofome following paflages of 
this book. For which caufe fome of the old JewOottors was 
once in a mind to hide this whole book out of th: way not 
fuffer the common fort to fee it any more. But this they nee¬ 
ded never to have done t for the Preacher exprefiely calls car¬ 
nal! mirth madnejfe, in this Very chapter; and (hew eth that the 
happinefle of a nun Hands in fearing God & keepi og his com- 
niandementSjCh^p. 12. All which ispoinc-blank againft Ache- 
ifineand Epicurifme. And whereas here and el few he re the 
liberal uft of the creatures is commended and commandedjthis 
is done inoppofition to and detcftationoffoch pariimonious 
penny-fathers, as deny themfelves that neceflary and ho- 
neft affluence that God hath permitted and afforded them: 
living'fordidly,that they may grow rich fuddenly , ah hough 
they know not bow to on they may leave all' nor yet to 
whom. 

• Tbit dlfo-I fatv that it was from the band of Cod ] It is hee that fils 
©ur hearts; as with food,fo with glaanefle, /}£}. 14. 17. Hee 
can curfeourbkfflngs, make cur table a In a re, faucc that we 
eat, fpice that we drink with.his fierce wrath, a:,hee did the 

„ quailes to thofe Ifraclites. Hee can diflweeten c urdelicatts, 

either with iicknefle,yoi 33.20. or forrow, Pj*l, 107. 17, 18. 
or hidden terrour, I . 9 am. 30. 16, 17. & 1 King.i. 4.1. Jdeni aids 
feaft ended in horrour; ailonifhment was ferved .ip for their 
laftdilh. Let God therefore bee fought for a comfortable 
- ulc of the creature, and then bee merry at thy meate , and 

put forrow from thy heart, (bop. 9. 7. Eatetbi fat, Middling 
the ftceety&c, for the joy of the Lord it your (hrengh, Nchem. 
8. to. 

Verf. i^.Forwho canedt? or who can haficn, c>c.]And yet I have 
found (" and Go (hallyou Jthat tranquillity and true happi* 
nefle (the Kingdome of God) doth not coniifl in meatsand 
drinfees. A Turke may bdeeve lenfualities i T his foolcs 
paradife : but no femne of God is a flave to his pa- 
Jaw* 


Verfe 
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Verf. 2 6 . Wi\dome and hnowledgefTcrgct thefe things rightly, 

and to ufe them comfortably. 

To gather and to heap up ] convercre & congeners, to rake ana 

ferape together; the muck-worms occupation. 

2hathfmay give] As he did the Egyptians goods to ljrael,Nad 
beds to David, Hainan) to Mordecai. 


Chap. III. 

Verf. I. 

To ever] thing there is a feafon. 

A Set time , fuch as we can neither alter nor order. This is- 
one of thofe keyes that God carries under his own girdle. 

Aft. 1. 7, To feek to doe or get any thing before the timers 
to pull apples before they are ripe, faith a Father, which Pema imporm* 
let the teeth on edge, and breed ftomack-worms. They labour tempore deter- 
in vain that would prevent the time prefixed by God, as thofe P Hnf * trtii » 
hafty Fphra mites in JEgypt,j Cbron. 7. 2 2 . with Pfal. 78.9«thofe 
heady Ifraelites in the wildernefle, Numb. 14.40. Mofes would 
be afting the Judg before his time, Exod. 2 . 12. he is therefore 
fent to keep fheep in Midian,-.verf. 15. David ftaid Gods leifure 
for the Kingdome; thofe in EJiher, for deliverance, they koew, 
that God would keep his day exaftly,as he did with the Ifrjte-i 
lites in JEgypt, Exod. 12. 40,41. Even the felf fame day, when the 
430. years foretold were expired,Gods people were thruft out 
diJEgypt. So Dan.<y. 30. In that night was Bclfbazzar flaine; 
becaufe then exactly the 7oyears were ended.And a?God fails; 
not his own time,fo he felcjome comes at ours, Jer.8120/or he 
loves not to be limited. We are fliort-breath’d, fhort-lighted, 
v apttoantedate the promifes in regard ofthe accompii&ment, 

Hab. 2. 2. And no lefleapt to outftand our own markets, to 

let flip opportunities of grace, which are ever headlong, and 

(once pall) irrecoverablc.O if thou hadft knownat the IcalHn 

this thy day, &c. How fhall we efcape if we negkft fo great, falvationl Heb.i.f. 

Therefore fbal every one tliat is godly leek thee in a time when p/4/, 31. } 
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thou may ft be found. .There is a certain time fee for men to 
come in and be faved; as Alexander fet up a taper, when he be- 
iieged a Town : as Tamerlan hang’d out firft a white flag , and 
then a red. Many a man lofcth his foule as.SWdidhis King- 
dome, by not difeerning his time.Efau came too late:ib did 
the foolifti virgins. If the gale of grace be over-paf:, the gate 
fhut,the drawbridg taken up, there’s no poffibilit) of entrance, 

■ jf/tf.4.1. let us therefore feare left a prom lie being left ut> and an overture 

fafiwyeu . made us of entring into Gods reft, any of m (Irnld jeem tv fall(fmt , or 

come late, a day after the fair, an hour after the fcaft. God, 
who in his eternall counfei hath appointed things to be done, 
hathalfo ordained the opportunity and time wherein each 
thing fhould be done; which to negleft is fuch a prefumpti- 
on, ashce ufually punifketh with finall hardaing, Ezcl{. 
24. 13. 

Verf. 2. 7 here is a time to be born , and a time to dy ] YVee doe 
not hear the Wife-man lay, 7 here is a time to hvr, What is 
more fleeting then time? yet life is not long crough to bee 
worthy the title of time. Death borders upon our birth,and 
our cradle Hands in our grave. Ori mur , mrim.tr . 

Multos oftendunt tetris bona fata, nee ultra 

Effefinuut. - Finifquc aborigine pendet. 

How many have we leen carryed from the womb to the tomb; 
from the birth to the buriall? And what a fhort cut hath the 
Ab men ad «r- longeft liver from the grave of the womb, to the womb of the 
vam. grave? Men chop into the earth before they are aware many 

times like as he that walks in a field covered with f'now,falls 
faddenly into a marie pit. 

A time to plants &c. ] In point of good husbandry fit feafons 
are to be obferved, orelfe littleincreafe can becype&cd. God 
alfo, the great vine-drefler, plants and plucks up more 
Churches or particular perfons at his pleafure,Efz .5.U0 the 8. 
Mat. 15. 1 %.Jerufalcm (that plant of renown ) is now of an 
Eden become a Sodom*, and that which Mofes thrtatned, Vent. 
28. 49, 8cc. fulfilled to the utmoft. Sufa in Per/ia fignifies a 
Lilly, and was lo- called for the beauty and del. ftable fight: 

/■ Now it is cadk&Faldac of the poverty of the pi >ce. JCiniveh 
that great City, that once had more people with in her walls, 
then arc now in Come one Kingdome, is at this cray become a 
jfcpultureofitftlf, a little Town of (mall trade, where the 

Patriarch 
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Patriarch of the Nejlorians keeps his feat at the devotion of the 
Turks. 

Km a din titubans variis error ib us aUet 
Corruet, & mur.di defmet efjc caput. 


Frid. fecund, 
Imper, 


Verf. 3. A time to hill'] viz. To cutoff corrupt members by, 
the iword of Juftice, or of War, ne pars ftneet a trahatur : T here 
isa cruell mercy,faith one, there isapious cruelty,faith ano¬ 
ther. But cur fed is be that doth the Lords war ^negligent l >: and curfed 
ii he that (in a good caufe, and upon a good calling ) keepetb 
fackjjisfword f om blood,Jer-afi.lo. But that fouldier con never 
anfweric before God, thatftriketh not more as a Juftice of 
Peace,then as a fouldier of Fortune. 

A time to break, down, and a time to'build up J This and the reft, 
though every one knows to befo in common experience/, yet 
one and the fame thing (in effeft) is oft repeated , that it may 
be once remembred: tfis.that this whole world is nothing die 
but a maffe of mut abilities-, that every man, every State, every 
thing is a planet, whofe fphericall revolutions arc fome of 
longer, fome of fhorter continuance. Omnia verfantur in perpe- 
tuoajcenju & defeenfu , there is a pcrpetuall afeendiug and defen¬ 
ding of life and ftate. 

Verf. 4. A time to. weep, and a time to laugh J Only we muft not 
invert the order, but weep with men that we may laugh vyith 
angels; Jay godly forrow as a foundation of fpirituall 3 °y- 
Surely out of this eater comes meat; out of this ftrong fweec t 
ftrong and fweet refrefhmcnts follow upon penitential! per-, 
formances .* thefe April! fhowers bring on May flowers. Ter- 
t ullian faith,that he was nulli rci natus nifi peenitentu footer for no 
other purpofe, but to repent; but then, he that truly repenteth 
dtfcccatis dolet,&de doloregaudet, is grieved for his fins,and then, 
isgladoffuchagrief. Thefe that fo jow in tears {hall reape in. 
jay: whereas thofe that will not ( in an cvilltime, efpecially 
when God calls to weeping and mourning , and even thrufts j, a ; 

men down as it were with a thump on the back) weep here, 

Where there arc weeping handkerchiefs in the hands of Chrift, 
are like to have their eyes whipt out in bell,and to howl with 
devills. 

A time to mourn ] Matter enough of mourning wee (hall bee 
fore of( and we flhould be foberly fenfi ble of itjwhiles we are 

Dd 3 te* 
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in this vaie of mifery,valiy of tears, in hoc exilian hoc erga/tulo, in 
hue veregrinatiotie,Cjss Bernard liach it) in this Prif m-houle,Pur¬ 
gatory, Pilgrimage, in this place ut banilhment and bondage, 
how can we look for better ? God fet us not here,as he did A- 
darn in Paradile, to take his pleafure,or as hee did Leviathan in 
Vhe Sea, to fport and dally. We mutt not think to doe .as the 
people of Tombutum in Africkj who arc faid to fpend their 
Whole time in finging and dancing. The way of this world is 
like the wildernelfe of Shi, or thevaleof Siddivt, orthePm> 
fique Sea, which Captaine Drake found tempeftuous and trou¬ 
blous above meafure. Many miferies and mcleftationsboth 
SataHicall and fomlar wee are lure to meet wit a, to nuke us 
mourn. ffierome complaines that he had furro wes in his face, 
and lfickles from his lips with continuall wet ping. Origen is 
thought to have dyed of grief. Chiyfojlom calls :he dayes of his 
life, the dayis of his forrow. Bafill was made old and unpro¬ 
fitable for Gods Church , beforehistime, with travelland 
trouble.Reherca is weary of her life, fo is Eli ah, Naomi will bee 
Naomi no longer, but Marah . Paul vayles all h s top-fayls,and 
fits down in theduft, i Trn.i.i j.befides his fynpathizing with 
others ,2 Cor. 11,29,30. . . 

And a time to dance ] Or skfp as young Cattell doe at Ipring- 
tide. Here’s nothing for mixt immadeftdancir.gs. Quid opus eft 
taltbtfs falfamentisf What need people provoke themfelves to that 
evlll they lb naturally incline to 1 Nemofobriu. faltat , laid the 
Heathen Oratour. No fober man will offer to dance. Where 
there is dancing, there the Deviil is 5 faith a Father: and cannot 
men *>e merry, unlefie they have the Deviil fc r their Play-fel- 
law ? Dancing (faith Another) is a circle, whofe center is the 
Deviil,but bufily blowing up the fire of lull as in Herod, that 
old Goat. , 

Verf. 5. A time to ca/l away /tones] As when King Henry the 
Eight pulled down the Abbyes and orher religious Houfes,(a$ 
Sander. fchifin. ' they called them) faying, Cowcrum nidos efftfemtus di/turbandos,nc 
Ang.Ub, 1. iterum ad cohabitandum cwWent, that the Crow;, neits were to DC 
pulled in pecces, that they might never nettle there any more. 
And herein he did but as Cardinail mivy did before him: lor 
Ach and Mon. fi ee by the Popes own licenfe,had,a little before,pulled down 
fortyMonatteri'es, .and taken their ftones and Revenues, to 
build and endow his twoCollcdges at Oxford, aU fe Nation 


Chap. III. Ecclesiastes,#*/^ Preacher. 

lapidatioo is apeeec ofthe Churches happinelfe, E/ai.%. 2. 

And a time to gather/tones together] As in building Forts, Ga- 
f}les,Colledges,Bridges, Cauieysduch as was that, 1 Chron. 2 6. 

16 18. 1 -King. 10 5. zChron. 9.n.See2 Chron.16.6. 

A time to embrace] With honeft conjugal] embracements (as 
the Chaldee Paraphraft interprets it)not with thotte libidinous 
embracings of the bottom of a ftranger,Proz;. 5.20. No time lor Rape, w. 
ttuch, I Pet, 4.3. Diaboltts capite bl audit ur, ventre oblectat, cauda 
figat. 

And a time to refrain] As in times of common calamity ; fdr 
fhould we then make mirth ? Esosk. 21.10. Should not the 
Bridegroome come forth ol his chamber; and the Bride out of 
hcrClofet? Joel, 2. 16. Some of the Ancients doe very’much 
note the manner of Noahs going into the Ark, and how the 
Ether and the Ions went together, the mother and herdaugh- . , , 
ters in Law went together: God himlelf dividing at that time & Area Jap. is 
1 thofe whom himfelfe had joyned together. Others tell us, that 
t" bruta ip/a intra Arcam , quandiu diluvium duravit,continuerint,tht 
very brute creatures coupled not in the Ark,during the deluge. 

There is both an intemperate and an intempettive abufe ofthe 
f marriage Bed, which ought to be kept undefiled,HeZ>. 155 and 
not ftained and dishonoured with either unfeafonable or Unfu~ 
aJexce/Tes,and uncJeanneittes^which God will certainly plague, 

(though they lie without the walk of humane cenfure) witli- 

otittme and timely repentance. Lutherinuptim amici etiam im- sculttt. Amal, 

fnbabontj&c. Luthers marrying a wife then when all Germany 

Was in a hurly-burly, and all Saxony in heavinefle for the death 

of their good Eleftor Frederick. (Luthers greateft friend) was oniam vert' 

no fmall griefe to his b?ft friends; and afterward alfo to ipfim Lutherm 

himfelfe, as Melancktkon leftifieth in an Epiftleto Camera- T^mmodo 
fJW 5 tnfttrtan ejfe 

Vertt. 6, A time to get] Heb .hifee\: for men doe but feeke turblmn cHi- 
here, they doe not properly get what they cannot long hold. t*mtatimm 3 . 
How much better therefore were it. to feekGod, Cuius inventio omni ftudi? <& 
tftipfum temper quaere, (as Nyffin hath it here) the finding 
Whom is al wayes to feck him, and in letking of whom there is p 0% 1 

fogreut reward, Heb . 11.6? Seek yee mee,and ye fhalL live,. 

Amos A • 4. Seek him that maketh the (even Scars and Orion, 
verf.#. Seek him in a time when he may be found* P/al. 3*, d.. 

Now is the accepted time, now is the day of Salvation, _ 
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6.2. Take the prcfent N>np and be ferious, and then God (corns 
imns to doe as Heathen Idolls did, viz. to lay to tire Jeed of Jacob, 
wfur, Seekyeemee invainj\eti.tfi 9 . How greedy are men of getting 
gain > Get God, and you get all: Habet omnia qui habit baben - 
torn omnia. 

And atime to loop] There is an uncertainty m riches, i Tim. 
6. *7. adeceitfulnelle, Mark,. 4,19. a lye, Job.2.8. they were 
never true to thofe that trailed them/ubjeft they are to vani- 
ty or violence, Mattb.6.How feldomdoe game!ers grow rich? 
Vitro a eft fort una-, cum fplendet,fm;gitur, And as they fay of the 
mettle, they make glade ofjit is neared melting ,when it fbines 
brighteftin the fire.- fo are many rich men neared mine, 
when atgreateft luftre, as Homan, Herod, P)thiu(Jkc. 

Atime to kfef] ’Tis good for a man so keep (o newhat by him. 
'Bomu Servatius facit bonum Bonifacium , according to the Dutch - 
u x'.i. • blunt Proverb, A good Saver, makes a good well-doer,See the 
Note onTrov.6,8. 

And a time to cajl aw.tyJT o cad bread upon the »4lW e iipon thole 
poore creatures that pinched with penury, Wc.ter their plants, 
feed upon tears. And although bread and ot'ier comfortscaft 
upon fuch may leem cad downe the waters, becaufe no hope 
of recompcnfe, yet thou (halt bee recompenftd at the Refur- 
reftion of the Juft f faith Chrift to fuch) ardblcfledin the 
mean while, Luf. 24. 14. Tmporalia Veijervis impenja mt* 
reunt, fed parturiunt, Aimes periftieth not , but is put to ale. 

Verl. 7. A time to rent,and a time to few] As in making a new 
or tranflating an old garment. Turves wond :r at Englijh for 
pincking or cutting their cloathes, and making holes in 
whole cloth, which time ofitfelfe would tear too foon. It 
was a cu Horn among the Jews, to rent their cloathes in cafe of 
fad occurrences. Th. Prophet Ahijah rent Jeroboams new gar¬ 
ment in twelve peeccs,to ihew that God wou d rend the king- 
dome out of the hand . Solomon, 1 Kings 11. 51. Schifnia- 
ticks rend the Church, Heretickcs the Scripturcs: Godwin 
flitch up all in his own time, and heale the ^reaches thereof, 

^ A time to keep (Hence, and a time to fpeakj] It is a lingular skill to 
lime anoid, Ia^ 0.4. to let it upon its wheel: , Prcv.i^. r 1. as 
Abigail did for h« r family, 1 Sam.if. as Eflh-. r didagainft H<t* 
man'. And it is an happy thing when a man car. pray as one once 
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dll 

(riant my fpeech may be as profitable as It IS j , fyh v ,ira. 

would be able to fpcak when and as he ought, inui. hi ft n Cujpin.de o- 
filence,as the Pythagoreans did of old,as the 3 urkps_ do at this day, ya„>. 47J . 
T^mftlenUumment ut nniti , they are not fuffeied to fpeah; 

Vilamus priiis nm /c^/aith Hit -me upon this text. Let us hrft 

kirn not to fpcak/ that afterwards wee may open our mouths 

to foeak wileN-Silence is fitly fet here before fpeakmg,and firft . H S 

takes its titr/andturn. It is a good rule that one gives,either 

keeo filcnce or fpcak that that is better then filence. 

Verf. 8. A time to love,and atime to hatf\ Yet I like not is 
counfell that faid Ama tanquam ofurus, odi tanquam maturus. Let cfc &t Amic ^ 
*nui chufe whom he may love, and then love whom he hath 
chofen Let love be without diflimulation: abhorie the e- 
iill cleave to the good, Kom.12.9- Hate we may (but then ft 

muftbe) Non vimn, fed vitturn, not the man,but his evill qua 1- 
tks 5 whereof alfo we mult feck to bereave him, that he may be 
msdefiderabilis altogether lovely, Cant. 5.1 16. 

A time of wane, and a time offence] T ime 1 faith ail Interprater) 
is a circle-and the Preacher ftiutteth up this paflage of time m 
a circle. For having begun with a time to be born, and a time to 
■ d\e heendeth with a time of wane,-which1 is atime of dying, and 
with a time of peace which is a time, wherein people,by bring* 

lllg Verf 1 ^Inat profit hath bee that warmth &C.J i. e. How can 
any man by any nleanes he can ufc help, or hinder this voAbi¬ 
lity and vanity that hec nicetes with in every creatuie . JViat 
S See thcNPtf on cb<!p.i.3-whereunto thisverfe relateth, as 
being a conclulion of the pnncipall argument. 

Verf. 10. 1 have feen the travel! that God^c.J Not Fortune,but 
Providence ordereth all crofTe occurrences: a wocefe then is wito. 
in a whale, Ezclj I. then when men may think things 1 unne on 
wheelcs, at fixes and fevens,as they fay. Humble yom fe.vcs 
under the mighty hand of God, 1 Pet- 5.6. His holy handRih 
a fpcciall ftroke in all our travells. Hee both ordainctMd 2. 
and ordereth all, Gen. 50* 20. altering the propeity, Lem*. 28. 
and difpofing them to good, ray ling profit from all.Thiis nicn 
IS lib for covetoufnefte, the Dcvill for malice Chap. I. 
rvJd fnr rrvall and excrcifc of his graces; to be exerajed therein, 

Sthc tm or(as the word fignifi«h)to be bmtU therewith 

to hide pride from man, M 55. totamcanduke him a lmke 
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Glojfu minor. 


\owqv.T heir hearts are brought down, faith the Prophet, they feet bp 
out of the ground, that erft fet their mouths againft Heaven, and 
faid ,7 am,and bcfides me there is none. 

Verf. 11. Hce hath made every thing beautifully &cf\ Plato was 
wont to fay that God did alwaycs >*«,«« net? norft ly Gi m.try % 
Another lage /aid, Pondersjnenfura , nuttiero , T>-us om.ua f iv/,God 
hath done all in number,weight and mcafure;made and fit all 
things in comely and curious order and cquipag:: hce hath 
alio prefined alorehand a convenient and beaut: full feafon 
for every thingjordering thediforders of the tvorld to his own 
glory and his Churches good. 

Aljohee hath fet the world hi their hearty,e. he hath given to men 
the creature to contemplate; together with an earncftdt/ii e to 
fearch into natures fecrets.The Vulgar renders this Text thus, 
Etmumdumtra iidit di/put ationi eorum, And he hath delivered the 
world to their deputations. But fo foolifhly and impiotifly 
have men difptited of God, of his Providence, of his judge¬ 
ments, of the chief happinefic,&c. that they have i eafoned, ‘ or 
rather wrangled away the truth : being neither able to findc 
out the beginning nor end of the caufes or ufes of Gels workgs ,See 
Rom. 1.21.22. reritatcin Pkilofophia qu*erit,‘lheologia invcn : t,licli - 
gio pojn/tt,faid Pious Mirandula ; Philosophy inquires after truth. 
Divinity finds itoutj and Religion only improve ; it. 

Verf. 12. 7 know that there is no good in them ) i. e. No other 
good, but for a man to rejoyce and doc good in h: s li tc,i.e.frui 
prsjentibus & facere quod infuturo profit,to enjoy -things pre/enr, 
and to-doe that that may doe him good a thotdand yeeres 
hence: to expend what he hath upon him 7 elfe,anc to extend it 
unto others that are in necefiity ; this is to lay up in (lore for him• 
felf a good foundation again/} the tune to cv>Mr,this is to / iy hold upon 
eternal/life, i Tnn.6. 18, i p. 


% Tfje/f.l., Verf. 13. And enioy the good of all his labour] The) that will not 
labour muftnoteat, faith theApollle; As they that coe (hall en¬ 
joy the good ofalltheirlabour, eat the labour of their hands 
ahd be thrice happy, Pjal.i2.S.i 2: labailwrAlubaP, Frugality 
Gen. 4/ andMnfick, good husbandry and good content dwell toge- 
Valtat pofftffor ther,and yetnot^lwayes; but where God gives tl e gift. Hee 
tpoTietySie<m.“ g' lveS (length to labour,and health to enjoy the good of our 
i’enecoJL ^ri, labour. This the rich tool in the Gofpcl either 1 new not, or 
j&ktJ, * confidered.not: Eat,dmke.,aml be m.rry, laid hee to himfelf; but 

God. 


Chap.lll. Ecclesustes^^Preacheh. 57 

GoXwas not inTll his thoughts. How much better Vavid,JJope Pfalm.^y. 
in the Lonf,faith he to himfelfe and others, and be doing good:dwell 
in the land, and verily thou (halt be fed 3 Pfal ; 37 .y 
Verf.i 4. I know that whatever God doth it (ballbee for ever] i. e. 

that his decree is unchangeable, that his counfell lhall ftand, 

FmJ9 . that the Sunne may fooner be ftopt in his courfe,then 
God hindered ofhiswiH,or in his work: hth his power and 
grace is irrefiftible. Nature, Angells, Devills, Men, may all bee 
refitted , and fo mi/Te of their defigne j Not fo God .- For 
who hath refitted his will ? Vain men,whiles (like proud and 
vet brickie clay) they will be knocking their fades againft the 
folk! and eternal} decree ofGod,break themfelves in peeces, as 
Adoniah did. And whileft, with P omfey vanqui/hed by Julius 
c/far, they complain that there is a great mi ft upon the eye of 
Divine Providence,they doe but blame the Sun,becauft of the 
f irenelfe of their blear eyes. Certain it is, and Solomon knowes 
it (though the beft of Heathens doubted of it when they few 
good men fuffer, bad men profper) that every creature walks 
blindfold; only hee that dwelsitv light fees whither they go: 
and that the chattels of all effeftsand a&ions come fart b from be- 
tweenthofe mount nines of Braffe , Gods provident Decrees and 

counfels moft firm and rnutable,Zdcb.5-6. ... 

7 bat men(hould feare before him] And not lay theorems in the 
neck,calling away all care upon pretence of Gods decree,as that 
French King did, that thus desperately argued jStfahahrJg 
vabor.ft vero damnaborglamnabor ,Ifl /hall be faved,I uiali pefaved, 
and if Ifhal bedamncd,I dial be damned; therefore I willive as 

I lift. This was to fuck poyfon out ofa fwcet flower, to da/h 

againft the Rockof ages,to fall into the pitflike a profenebeaftj Ex*d. ai. * 3 . 
which was digged for better purpofe, to fumble at the word, (an 
ill fign and ye^t an ordinary fin) thereunto alfo they were appointed, 

1 Pet.2 8 .A bridge is made to give men a fare paftage over a dan¬ 
gerous Fdver: but he that ftnmbleth on the bridge is in danger 

to fall into the River: So here. , 

Verf. 15. That which hath bccnls mw,&c.]viz. With God to 
whom all things arcprefent,Ko?;i.4.i7 .1 Pct.-3.8- Jer .I $^,7. 

Hence God is faid to know future things, Fxod.3.9. Yob. 13.4. 1 

iiot to fon frew them. For indeed neither foreknowledge nor 
remembrance are properly in God, fith his whole E fence is 
wholly an eye or a niinde 5 it it the example or pattern of all 





jj8 A Commentary or Expofitionupox Chap.lll 

things, I'o that hce needs but to look upon himfclf, and then he 
Teeth all things, as in a glaile. The eye of man beholds many 
things at once,as Ants in a molehill; blit if it.H ill Tee other 
things at the fame time, it nmft remove t he f gh :.The mind of 
man can tai .c in a larger circuit even a City, a Country , a 
world: but this it doth only in the lump or whole mafle of it;, 
for cl k it a uft remove from form to form, 8c frem thought to 
thought. Cut God takes all at once moftftedfa lly, and per¬ 
fectly. All things without him are but as a point or ball,which 
with as much cafe he difeerneth as we turn our eyes. 

And God requireth that which is paff] Or enquireth, askgtb, that 
which is by-gone he befpeaks it as prefent,calling thole things 
that arenot as if they were. Non alitor jcivitDeis creata quoin 
creanda, faith Auftin. God knew things to he cret ted, as if they 
bad been before created. 

Verb »6. 7 he place of judgement,that wi'clydnejfe-vas there]} i.e. 
That wrong reigned in places of Judicature, th;.t Juftice was 
lhamefully pcrverted,and publick Authority abu fed to publick 
injury. Cato faw as much in the Homan States f nd complain- 
A Otll.lib H. private robbers were laid in cold irons, when Publick 

Cdp.lG. * theeves went in gold chains,and were clothed ir Purple. Ano¬ 
ther,not without caufcjComplahKSjthat even among# us Chri- 
flians, fome follow the adminiftration of Jullice asatradeoi*- 
ly; with an unquenchableand unconfcionable delire of gain: 
which juilifies the common refcmblancc of the Courts of fu- 
ifticeto the Bufh, whereto whiles the Sheep flyes br defence in 
il weather, he is lure to Iofe part of his fleece. Such wickcd- 
nefle faw the Wife-man in the place of judgment where lie leaft 
looked for it. Gcd himfclf looked for judgemt nt,but behold a 
fed’ I fa. 5.7. fo tile Hebrew hath it. 

Verf 17.. Jfaid in my heart i Godfbali:judge,&c.' 1 Hee did not 
deny the Divine Providence ; os Aver roes for tiiscaufe did.: 
mucbkfledidhe turn Atheiftwith Viagous, becaufehcecould 
not have juftice done upan a fellow that had fallen a Poem of 
his, and publi(bedit in hisowne name. But hee concluded 
tvithin him (elf, that god would fin ely take the 1 latter into his 
own hand,judge thofc unrighteous Judges, trig!it and relieve 
ffil, 37. the opprelled,bring forth their righteoufiielTe as the light, and 

their innoeency as the noon-day, if not in chis’vorld, yet cer¬ 
tainly at that great Alliz.es to be held by his foil. (Becaufeh: 


Chap.lll* EccLBsiASTHSjW'ffo Preacher. 3? 

^ pointed a day in the which hcc will judge the world in rightcouf - Alb n^u 
nefe whereof hce hath giv,n ajfurance to all wten,erc.His petty SelTjons 
hee keepeth now, letting the Law paflfe upon fome hew corrupt 
fudges by untimely death, dilgraces, banifhnient, remorfeot 
con'iVience,8cc.(as he did upon Judge Morgan that condemned 
the Lady Jane Gray , Judge Hales, Belknap, Emp^Dudley, that 1 
fpeak not of Pilate , Felix,ti-c.) referving the reft till the great 
Affizcs, 3 fim.y 2+,Some he puniflieth here, left his Providence, 
but not all, left his patience and promile oi judgement mould 
bee called into queftion, as Auflin well obferveth. His two and 
twenty learned Bookes VeCivitate Dei, were purpofely-writ¬ 
ten to clear up this truth.. And fo were Salvians eight Bookes 
jjegdernatione Vei,& Je juflo prefent ique ejus judteio. 

Verf. 18. 7 hat they might fee that they thcm\clves are beafts \ it is 
reckoned a great matter that wicked men are made to know 
themfelves to bee batmen,and no more.PJd/.9.2o.But God Will 
make good men fee and lay with David, So foolijl) was lam tgno * PJk/, 37.M.' 
mrant : lw.is at a Eeaftbifo'ctkee Fulchrc add dit,Mte, faith Am- _ 

irolc upon thofc words: Elegantly laid the PlalnnfhEe/ore rJ:ec, Amb .mPfal, 
becaufe in refpeft of God, what is man but an unreasonable 7 * 

Bcaft? He that is wileff among.men, faid.?ocrrftw,C'Vbc)nimielt 

was held the wifeft of menj if hee be compared to God, Smia S^aupud 
zidebiturjion fapiens, hee will feem rather an Ape then a _ Wife • 
nun, David calls hirmelfc not a Eeajl onely, but Beafts m the . 

plurall, Behemoth-, or,at leaft,^ very great Bcaft, notan Ape,, »t 
an Elephant.And this is that which God would have all good ^ 
men fee ,bcmmah lahem/ as this texthath k)themielves to them¬ 
felves, in their humble account of themfelves; as holy Agui 
did,Pm.30.2. See the Note there. 

Verf. 19. For that which befalleth the fons of, men J As hunger, 
tlurft,heat,coTd,difeafes,aches,and other ill accidents. 

As the one dyeth ] They are fare to dye,both of them. _ ^ Nee tenuf*: 

Yea they have all cm M,-] Tlicv breath ia the fan^a.^and 

exfpircalikejnrefpeftofthe body. _ ,ptiat% 

So that a man hath no preeminence! Unlefle itbee in rcafon and 
fpeech,which he frequently abuleth to his own utter deftmttl- 
on,But otherwife. 

Nos- aper auditu pr£cellit, aransa taflu 5 
Vultur odorous, bnxvijitifimiaguftu* 
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A Commentary or Expofition upon Chap. IV. 

Verf. 20. Allaxe of the duft} Seethe Note on G.7Z.3.1 9. 
Verf, 21. Who kpoweth the Spirit'} q.d. Who but a man that is 
fpiritu.dly rational!,and rationally fpirituall? Who but Inc 
t Cor, 2.16. that hath the minJofChriji't that hath fecn the infides of Nature 
and Grace? Whether Plato and Tully beleeved them elves in what 
they wrote touching the immortality of the foule, is a great 
queftion. 

Verf.22. Whether I perceive} He refumeth hisaiTeition^.ij. 
and concluded!. SecChap. 2.24. 


Chap. IV. 

Verf. 1. 

So 1 returned) and conftdered. 

H Ere’s a fecond inftance of corruption in eivill State, ad¬ 
ded to thac,c/jrtp.3.xd. to fill upther.eft ofvanities. 

And behold the tears of juch&c.} Heb. ‘Tear, as if they had wept 
their utnioft,Ef vix unicam lachrymulam extorquere ( oJfent,& could 
txpleiur lacry- hardly fqueeze out one poor tear more/or their own eafe.For 
mk tgemurem asHindes by calving , fo men by weeping caft out their for- 
dolcu Ovid* rqyres. Job 39. 3, N ow tears are ofniany forts : Lachrymas an- 
gujlieexprim/t crux:la(krymas ; potnitenti£peccatum: U chrynus ffrnpa. 
■/lifted, thU,affctlui: laehrymas UtitU, cxcel/entiagaudii: denique laihrym.ts 
ne^uiti.tftoel bypocrifis vcl vindici£ cupiditas.OpptcWou draws teais 
of grief: Sin, tears of repentance: affe&ion, tears of compafiion: 
good fuccefle,tears of joy: hypocriiy,or fpite,tears of wicked- 

*' And they had no comforter 1 This was Job's doleful!' cafe,and T>a- 

TidljPjd/ 69.2r.and the Churches in the Lamentai ions,Cfc a.i.t, 
Affert folatium lugentibm fujp iriorumfocietas, faith l a fill. Pity ( al¬ 
lay esmilery; buiincompalfionatenefle ofothers.increafethit. 
1 his was one of Soloms finnes, E£ej? v - 16.49. and of thole Epi¬ 
cures in Amos, chap.6.6. The King and tlaman fat: drinking in 
the gate; but the whole City of Sujan was i:i heavinefle, 
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Chap.IV. Ecclesiastes,^ the Prea c h er, 

■ And on the fide if their oppretfours, &c.} The opprelfed Romans 
fighed out to Pompey,N'ftra mijeria tu es magnus. Tire world hath 
almoft as many wild Beads and Monfters as it hath Land-lords 
in divers places.lt is a wofull thing, Purely, to fee how great 
ones quaffe the tears of the opprefled, and to heare them make 
nuifick otfhrieks. 

Verf.2 .Wherefore Ipraifcdths dead} Becaufc they are out of the 
reach of wrong doers 5 and if dead in the Lord,they have entred 
into peace, they doe reft in their beds,each one walking in bis uprightnefe, 

JJdi.57.2. Hut if otlierwife, men had better doe any thing, fuf- 
fer any thing here,then dye: fith by death (as by a trap-dore) 
they enter into thofe terrors and torments that fhall never either 
meiidor end. Men, (like filly filliesJfee one another caught and 
jerkt out of the Pond of life; but they fee not (alas) the fire 
and pan into the which they are call, that dye in their ftns.Oli 
it had been bctterffurely jfor llich if they had never been born, 
as Ch rift Paid of Judas ; then thus to be brought forth to the mar - Hof. 4. 
them, (to that old Man-ilayer,) to bee hurled into hell, 
there to fuilerfuch things, as they lhall never be able to avoid 
or abide. 

Verf. 3. Tea better is hee then both they} The Heathen could 
piy,Optimum non na 'ci: proximummori. Lite is certainly a blelTing 
ofGod, though never fo calamitous. Why is living man for- 
rowfull?fiith the Pi ophettand it is as if he (hould fay;Man,fit 
alive hath fome caufe of comfort, amidft all his miferies ; it he 
nuyfeape though but with the slftn of his teeth, and have his life i<-b 19.2©- 
for a prey, hccfaould fee matter of thankfiilncflc and fay. It is Lam 3. 
tin Lords mercy that Inm net confirmed, that I am yet on this fide 
hell. But thofe that have fet their hearts upon earthly things, 
if ever they loft them,tbey are filled almoft with unmedicinable 
forrow s;fo as they will praife the dead above the living,8t wifh 
they had never been born.Theft are they whom Solomon in this 

fentcnce is by feme thought to perfonate. 

Verf 4. That for this a man is envied oj his neighbour} This is a- 
notherpcece of life’s vanity; that as greater men will lye heavy 
upon you and opprefsycu, fo meaner men will be envying at 
you, 8e oppofe you; as Cain did Abel,Sauls Courtiers did Vavid 
die Peers of Perfta,T)anicl, the Scribes and Phariftcs, our Saviour: 

Every Zopyrns (lull be fare to have his Zoiluf. The.garment of 
liglueoufncire, party-coloured with all variety of graces, is a 





A Commentary or Exposition upon Chap.IV* 

great eye*fore to the wicked, and makes the Saints maligned, 
See Prov. 27. 4. with the Note there. 

Verf. 5. The fool foldetb hit bands together^ A graphicall and 
lively deicription of a fluggard, fitly called a loole, a 

naughty peri on. Thou idle and evilljervant, Mat. 25. 26. God 
puts no difference betwixt A 'equaquam and Ncquan.a. drone and 
anaughty-pack,feem he never fo wife in his own eyes, Prov, 
26. id. and have he never lo much rcafon to af. edge for him* 
feltfas in theverfe here next following^) a fool he is, audio , 
he willfoon prove himfelf. For, be folds up bis hands, and bides 
them in bis own bofrme,Prov t z6. 15. A great many charts heeis 
likely to doe therewhile. See the Note on Prov 19. 24. Andas 
(Neque mold, neque farina, nothing do,nothing have) hce eateth ■■ 
his ownjlefbjhe maketh many anhungry meal,hc hath a dogs life, 
as wetayjEafe ilaycththis fool,Prozi.l.32.poverty conies upon | 
him as an armed man. Griefalfo flayeshini, Prsv. 21.2^.envy j 
confumes his flefh,and he is vexed at the plenty of painful per- j 
ions; and bccaufe he cannot come at, or rathe: puli out their; 

. hearts, he feeds upon his own. 

Verf. 6. Botter is an bandfull with quietneffe ] This is the flug- 
gards plea; whereby he boulftereth himfelf up in his wicked- 
neffe, and would make you beleeve that hee did non fine rationt 
in\anire, not play the madman without good malon.To what 
end(iaithhe3/houldanian toil and tire out himfelf with hard 
labour to compafle commodity; making a dru dge and a bead 
of himfelf fora little pelfffith he knows not w! 10 dial have the 
fpending of it,and he is fure to be either Iqueezcd by his fupe- 
riors,as verf. 1. of this chapter,or die envyed by lfs neighbors, 
as verf. ipffs not a little with eafe better? a per ny by begging 
better then two pence by true labour? It is well obferved by an 
Interpreter, that this fen f ence uttered by the fluggard, is in 
its true meaning not much different from that of the Wife- 
man, Prt.v. 17. 1. but ill applyed by him. Good Words 
are not adwares to bee milled., from ill men efpeci* 


ally. 

Verf. 7. ‘Then I returned, and jaw vanity , &c. ] i. c. another 
extream of vanity, vifible whtreever' the fun is fee 11. Vum 
vital, tfhdti vitium,in contraria out runt: Foolcs whiles they (him 
the fan<Js,rii(hupon the rocks *, as /AW wolil lneeds prevent 
perjury by number. The fluggard here, fting tliofe that doe 

bell 
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beft to be envyed of others, rcfolves to doe juft nothing. Again, 
the covetous mifer, feeing the fluggard lye under fo much1 infa¬ 
my for doing-nothing, je labor 1 bus confiut, undoes himieltwr h 
over-doing. Sed nemo itaperplexus tenetur inter duo 1ntiamn'xi- 
Z f 4utJf I *ter,i.M*n Ancient : But no man is loM 
hampered betwixt two vices,but that he may vvel get 0 , 

Slling into a third. What need inches fall into the othr 
extream oi'Nifnumt oeStmeam of Ofimfolot lljrtm ot it, - 
geliusi but that they were for their pride juftly given up to a 

^Verf 8. 1‘here l one alone,and there is not a fecondf A matchlcffe 

mifer, a fellow that hardly hath a fellow, a lolivagant. or lol ; 

tary vagrant, that dare not marry for fear of a numerouso 

fpring. Child he hath none to iucceed hrm, nor br other to 

ftare With him, and yet there is no end of all bis labour : hee tabs 

unceflant pains, and works like an horfe, neither * his e } e Iatij- 1 Job. 2.15. 

fcS, richer, that lull oftheeye (at St. 7 f . f 

is as a bottomlcile gull, as an unquenchable fire, tabn„«b 

that wanteth room in the mam Ocean, or as Behrnth , ( / » 

40.13.) that trafteth that hecan draw up JoriM* into his 

m °mbcr taith he, for «hm dee 1 Idem ml hneme^Si luc dmteem 
, r „„,allu slid *»? rcf/ir.ifiVl ,upidit.:l & m.niM pmlttMl, , £>,at fro 
6 itil CuSoihim dftb'Lwouldftbut take up thofe two m. 

“is and liy tothy|-el(,/natjo ; j> thy lull and covetout 

neffc would bl fomewhat rebated thereby. But lull is «1 con - 

derate and headlong : neither is any thing more n ational , 

thcilirreligion. The rich glntton>nhou*thimfclteolh« t7 . : 

ftorc,and refolved to take part of it. So did JcsM, but 

wretch here hath not a fecond : lie plants a vineyard and cats 

conreniencies and comforts and defraud 

p'igfous dunes, , T m. 6. 

ram, no good to be gotten by it,no pay for a mans pains, but. 
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as the bird tlmlitteth on the ferpemsegs, by breakingand 
hatching them bring 9 forth a perillous brood, to her owne 
dtftru&ion; fo do thole that lit ab:ood on the w orlds vani¬ 
ties. 

Verf. $>. Two are better then one] Friendly fociety i«; far beyond 
that wretched alonenefle of the covetous caitiffe, Verf, 8.He joins 
houie to home, and land to land, that he may live done in the 
earth, Ejk> 5 3. 

Herat', Q}t_>n ftne rivali feq-, & fua(him mata, 

Gen.-i, Let him enjoy bis moping lolicarioefle, if he can. It it not god 
tfoliiu mr,nt °bc atone, faith God.And he that loves to be alone,is 

* * either a beafl or aged,faith the Philofbpher.jVIan is 

a fociable creature, he is filatures good- fellow, and holds this for 
a Rule, Optimum jolatturn fodalitium, There is great comfort in 
good company; next to communion with God is 1 He commu- 
011 of Saints.Chrift lent out his ApofUes^by two an d two ,Mar. 
6. 7, He himfeifeame from heaven toconverfe whh us; and 
fhall we like Stoicks, fly up our l'elves, and not dayly run into 
2 yufla & com* good company ? The evil! fpirit is for folicarindlt 3 God is for 
pagijuu pier a.' foriety.He dwels in the Affembly ofhk Saints-, yea,there he hath 
a delight to dwd,calling the Church his Ckfht/iba^E/afSi.^- 
7<i-w, folYm & andtne Saints were Davids Chaphtjibam,h\s delight. Pjal.16. 2, 
runam-, mttem Neither doth Goa nor good men takepleafure in ;i hern fro- 
c£r femitwn. ward aufterity, or wild rttiredncllc / but in a mild afiableneffe 
Qrig.inGen, 1 . anc j amiableconverfation. 

.. r . Verb 10. For if they fall, theom will lift up his fel. ow 1 Provi- : 
Adagio n tlcc, > that tfie y hold together, and be both of a mind. That 
■n du ip- which is ftrongcr fhorcth up that which is weaker. While La- 
timer and Ridley lived, they kept up Crmm by int ereourfe of 
Letters and otherwife,from entertaining counlels of revolt.Ei- 
fhop Ridley being prifoner iu the Tower, had the Iherty of the 
fame,to provc,belike,whcther he would go to Mafs or norwhich 
Alh $* Hon, once he did. And Mr. Bradford being there pri loner, and hearing 
fcl. 15130. thereof, wrote an ef&auall Letter to perfv/ade him from the 
fame,which did Mr. Ridley no little good; for he re pented, kc. 

. n Bilhop Farrar alCo being in the-Kings-bcncli priibner, was 

travelled'withal! by thcPapiflsin the end of Lent, to receive 
the Sacrament at Eafter in one kind; who after mn ;h perfwa- 
ding,yedded to them,& pro mi fed fo to doe.But,by Gods good 
providence, theEafta-evcn a theday before hslhouldhavc done 
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fc^i^dbrought to thefameprifoiv,where, the Lord 1 ma- 
king him his inftmment, Bradford only was the means that the tf. itfr- 
faiefBilhop revoked his promife, and would never aftei yeeld 
to be Ipotted with that papifticall pitch. Dr. /or for like 
caufe rejoiced that ever hee came into pnfon there to bee ac- 
Quaintcd with that Angel of God, John Braird: fo hee called 
him for the good he received from him. One man may be an Ibid. 
Angell to another in regard ofcounfeU and comfort . nay, 
aGod to another, as Mo\es was to Aaron. Though hee fall 
he lb,all arife, for the Lord puts under his hand, PJaU 

^BuLcto him that is alone ] Becaufe Satan is readyeft to af- 
fault, when none is by to aflift r SolitanncfTe therefore1 
not to bee affe&cd, becaule it is the hure of Temfta 
tion. 


For hoUthmt nfecond t, help him ufl As 
Martvrin QJJMtf&y. 1,ad,who being - 

flakc'wich Simon MilUr,vlh'n the fire came u n clicr s (hea iuclc 
{frank thereat, crying once Ha-, when Simon heard the lam > 
he put his hand behind him toward her, and wilkd her to be 
ftrong and of good cheer: for,good liter, and 

have a joyfull and fweet {upper : insbut Winking a little and 
you are in heaven. With thefc, and the like r P e f^ S ,^ el h ng lb ‘ 
Lengthened flood ftil and quiet,as one moft glad to finifh that 
goolwork. It was therefore a dev ill i(h policy in Julian and 
other Heathen Perfecutors, to banifh Ghnftuns into farr^ 
countrcyes one from another : and to confine them t 
and Mines, where they could not have aceeffc one to an 

ltl Verb 11 • Again, if two lye together, then they have heat t J Heat of 
Zealand crood affe&ion. Vidmt hearts burn wthin «r,aid thofe k 4 
two Dilciples,when Chriftoncc made the third with thengand 
by holy conference kindled them ? So when and 

came from Macedonia, Part wasfwjJM in jfirit,Aa. 1 8^. Waim 
he was before, but now allof a light fire, as it were Thofe duL 
daughters of jerufalem by hearing the Spoufe defcribe her belo¬ 
ved as (he doth from top to toe, were fired up With defii^to 
join with her in feeking after him whom her foul lovcd.*Ihe 
lvinp together of the dead body ofone with the bones of Eh 
la gave life to it:fo doth good company give life to thofe that 
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are dead in finne. l.et two cold flints bee (mitten toiler 
and fire w ill come forth: So let tiro dull Chriilians confer™ 
and communicate their foul-lccrets, and it (hall not repent 
them, they (lull find the benefit of it. Canfi tbo i bind the Let 
' influences of the Pleiades' faith God to Job , chop. 38, 31. T[ le r c 

Pleiades be the ieven ftars, that have all one name, becaufe they 
all help one another in their work; which is :o briiw the 
Spring; and like fc-ven iiflei'3 foare they joined tegether in one 
conllclhiion, and in one company.\V r e fee that God will have 
theiiveereft works in Nature to be performed with mutuall 
help. The bed time of the year, the fvvceceft wa :mth cometlt 
tvitli thefe Pleiades 5 and the beft time of our Utc conitth when 
w c lie together in true love and fellowfbtp. No fooner had 
the Philippian, received the Gofpel, but they were in fcllowfhip 
to a day, Philip, 1. 5. They knew that as linceritj is the life of 
Religion, fo is fociety the life of lincecity. 

Vcrf.t 2. And if one prevail again} him, &c . ] Vis unit a forlioy. 
God bad Gideon to go down to the camp of the Atidiamtes :and 
11 he feared to go,thtn to take with him his fervan: Pburab Iona - 
» Ssnt.16. than wil not go without his armor-bearer,without AiV 
» float. Chrift,W hen to begin his pafiion in the garde a ; took Petr 

Jaws, and John with him for the benefit of thei r prayers and 
vrl l0la company,though theyferved him but forrily.ATy « ™ k but one , 

Cm y Cant. 6,p. Jerusalem is aCity compaft together. The Church 
\mouU. JS terrible as an army with banners ; the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail againft her. Unity hath victory, but divide n breeds'dif- 
ioiution,as it did once in this Iftand when Cxjar firft entred it. 
Z> umfmguli pugnant univerfi vJmuniur , faith T«c/f/r of the anci- 
tnt Britons. The Turks pray daily, that thedifferc lccsiinoneft 
earner am///, us Chriftuns may be heightned, for that will fooneft undoe 
JX' % I 18 - 4 nd onc ot thcir Emperours,whcn his Conned! diflivaded 
him from a war againft the Germans,hccantc of their multitude 
Mcbl. Axiom, ^id, that he feared them not, becaufe fooner would his fin- 
gers bcc all ot one length, then their Princes all of one 
mind. 

M a threefold cord:is not eajily. broken ] A proverbiall confir¬ 
mation wd 1 interpreted by Lyras Quanto plu > es & boni in amici - 
tiaconjunftifunt , tanto flatus eorummelicratur. The n ore they are 
that unite, fo they be good, the better it is with them. See 
3 , 1Q.9,1 o, 11,12. We* lofe muck ofourftrengtli in the lofte 

©if 
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nf friend*; durcable is as it were untwifted. Hence David fobe- _ 

moans the lofle o( Jonathan, and made him an Epitaph. Hence *&*.*. 
StJaul counted it a fpeciall mercy to him chat EpaphrodiUs re- 

C °Verf. jF i ^Better is a poor and wife child ] fuch as was Joflfh, 

David, Daniel, and his three canierades, &c. apt to learn,r«dy 
to receive inftruftion, and as caretull to f ollow it. And well 
doth the Preacher join poverty with wifdome; tor, M«o quo- 
mi* bonx mentis foror eftpaupertas, faith he mjctronm: anJP-K- 
fertas eft Pkilofophix vcrnacttla , Poverty is the proper langu ^ 
of Philofophy; and wifdome is undervalued and little fet by. 

Thole wifeft of the Greeks were very poor, AnftidesJhocio^Pe* £/«*./. 2. 
fciJjf Epaminosd.ts, Socrates, Ef bialtes. So were thofe worthies 
cfwhom the world was not worthy Heb.i 1.38. They ftWlJrd 
about in (beep skins and goat skins, being deftitutc,&c. , 

Smyrna was the pooreft ofall the feven Churches, yet hath the Rev* 3. 
richeft price fet upon it. LaBantius dyed milerab e poor,fo did 
Of JrthimJet thus iings 

But I am fatly ltM*« SMUtoto*** th yf°£““ r 
men fliould eftcem wifdome as 111ver, Noble men as gold,Pi in- 
cesas ocarls.Of QEMzaieth fthat peerleffe princeffc) it xsfaic ^Camd.lLbfl 
that ftce hated no leffe then did Mithridatcs ■, fuch as defpifed 

venue forfaken of fortune. . r r _ r 

Ihen an old amlf'olifb KmgJ Praia,m quo magosfenefcunUco magi* 

in Scotland in our Edward the fourths time; of whom it 15 »fto- 
ried, that he was fo much wedded to his own opinion,that he ^ 
could not endure any nuns advice (how good foeverj that hee 
fancied not; he would feldome ask counfell, but never follow 
any. Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece, is reported to 
- have called his Princes together, and thus to have fpokm to 
them; Left I fhould feeni to follow mine own counfell, I have 
aflembled you:and now do you rcmember 5 that it becomes you 
/Father to obey then to advife. 


Verf. 
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Verf, 14. Forout oforifim he cmJb to reign'] Is-Valentinidniht 
Eaiperour, Sultan Mufagba the great Turk, Anno Pm. 1622, 
Daniels bifi, Our Henry the fourth! who was crowned the very fame day 
fil. 480. t hat the year before 'he had been banilhed the 1 calm. As on the 
other &de y Henry th/fixth was lent again prifon :r to the Tower 
t he fameday that he had been,carried through the City, as it 
were in triumph; and had heard the fhoutes ef the commons 
Speed. S81* in every ftreet, crying, God iavc King HEN HI: Loe, Hce that 
had been the nioft potent Monarch for Dominions ( faith the 
Chronicler ) that, ever England had. Was not nc-iv thenufterof 
a molehil, nor owner of his own liberty. So that in him it 
appeared, that mortality was but the ftage of mutability -when 
a man born in his Kingdome, yea born to a KL lgdomc,became 
thus mifcrably poor. Furthermore, Henry li0Hand Duke o{ 
Excefter^ grandchild to John oCGaunt , may fervt as a fit infiance 
. and example to all, how, uncertain Mums Tons, are of any 
continuing greatnefs For (faith rhil.Cmmines)! once few him 
Date otolwn mn on foot bare legged after the Duke of Burg 1 ndics train ; beg- 
Btllifario, ging his bread for Gods feke: but he uttered not his name,hee 
being t he ueereil of thehoufe of Lancajlcr , and brother in law 
Speed. 887. unto K.JjJw. the fourth, from whom heflecL Ar d being known 
what he was, Burgundy gave him afmallpenfion to maintain 
his efiate. 

Verf. 15. J conftdcred all the living y &c. ] He rc eans the multi- 
. tude(that l hallow-brain d ', but great and many-heeded heaji ) ma¬ 
king defe&ion from their old Prince,though nt ver Co prudent; 
and fitting u# his.own foil againft him ( asthi y dealt by Da- 
I'id'tnore then once} meerly out of an itch of infiabiliry, and 
Cmrn Seiemo- afieftationof novtlty. Now as this isto others, Co to Kings 
ritmm adomm, alfo a vexation, to fee already the common afpeft of their peo- 
c n nt mnunt otci- pieibent upon another object before the time; :o behold them 
dentem. , worfhipping the riling fun, as the proverb is, and themfclvts 
uTibcno^Cai' afjde,in anjanncr,as broken velfels out of.’equeft,in com- 
wnftvtbat. Cui pmrifon. Crowns have their cares and erodes; and high fiats 
Tiberius, Tu , are never but uneafy. 0 vilis f>annus! O bate clout! faid one 
Ttficjrupai.Sia'r King concerning his diadem .• were it but known how many 
tre, -riv Jbocie - oiollflationsand iniferies do attend thee, Nemo fonr quite tol’ere 
ve [[ ct hutno y <fl o man won d daignt to take thee 1 ip lying at his 
aietiiKhw™ *«t. Antoninus the Philoiojhtr faid often, that the Empire 
txUyv Dio . was AudortM Oceania , an octan ofmifehiefs; and another cau- 

fed 
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, r m be written upon his tombe, Felix , ft non imperita{fm y 
SpyhacUbecnin had never reigned-It is feldomefeen(as;be- 
fo ?hath been obferved, that God allows unto the greateft dar- 
r «nfthe world a perfcft contentment,be they never fo well 
l in r s • Something they muft have to complain of , that 
til give an unfavpry ? erdurt to their fweeteft morfells, and 

™ VerO ^ ^Thcre^no^endof^ll the'peoplef\i.e.They are infinitly 
JJ1 tented and wreftleflein their defires after a newandano- 
therGovernour. Ad yd f A mfbrM, as Thucydides on^ lncfi 

nbferved; the prefent government, be it never fo good, is al 

SnmRrlevoul iothatlweremade Judgintheland faid Abfila* 1Aflr.IS.4- 

0 thauhou were, faid the people, who yet had foon enough 

of him. And fo had they of their new King Sauljnhom contra 

tintcs they would needlefly have,after the manner of all other 

nations t Sam. &. d, 7. How foon d'ul the Baptift grow ftale 

to the Tews (chat had lately heard him gladly ) and was no join 4. 

more let by then a reed fra ken with the v>ind> How fuddenly Mat.it. 

did they change their note concerning Chrift,from Hefannd to 

Crucifige? The common people are like to childrenffeith an In¬ 
terpreter) that reft not contented - With any Schoole mafter. 
aSlike to fervants that love to change ^ry y^re the^ 
mailers; People are defirous to heare neW PrtocheiS,, » 

Fcaftcrs to heare new Songs, and new mfhuments, Ezek* 

33.3 J, 
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Chap. V. 

Verf. i. 
Keep thy foot. 


Q Va. d. Wouldfl^thou fee more of the world's vanity then 
.. 


I am. i. 1 
fixed.3. y. 
iy. 


M 

:_/ 7 

f V^ hitheito hath been difcourfed > get thee to the Sanctua- 

'ii % ! JL ^ro as David d\d 3 Pfal. 73. For as they that walk in a null, fee 
it not fo well, as thole that Hand on a hill: fc they that hare 
their hands elbow-deep in the world, cannot ealily difeern 
what they doe,as thole that goea littleout fix in it. To the 
Houle of God therefore, to the Temple and Synagogues, to 
the Churches and Oratories fleer thy courle, take thy way. 
Only fee to thy feet, i.e. keep thy lenles and affcftibns withal! 
manner ofcuflody, r from the mire of wicked and worldly mat¬ 
ters. Shooes we have all upon our feet, that is (to fpeake in 
St. James , his phra Ce)fHtkinejfc and (uperfluity of n< ugh tineffe in out 
hearts, thatm.uftbc put qffat Gods Schoole-doore, as God 
taught Mofes and Jofbua, ; And Pythagoras ( having read Mo/a 
belike)taughthis fcholars as much, when he faith, ah-rJm 
Sw 'e y&i r&TiUjyH, Put off thy Ihooes when thou facrificeft, and 
worfhippeft, His followers the Pythagorean .-expounded his 
meaning, when they would not have men, iv tzcofia c&.Jwdr> 
but olwZw za&wivturanivsi, worfhipGod carekily, or by the 
way j but prepare themfelves at Iiome aforehar.d. And Num 
Pompilius ( one that had tailed of his learning) would not 
havemen worlhip the Gods Z*ynp&?ycj£ the by, and 

forfafhion, but^-'i*' ay>v7cis&rotff ihKuy at good lcifure, and as 
making Religion their buhnefle. In the Law of Mofcs the Pritfls 
were commanded to wa(h the in wards, and the feet of the fa- 
crifrccin water.And this was done ’ww «vu^oMxa< faith Philo, 
not without a myllery, fc. to teach us to keep our feet cleane 
when we draw nigh to God. Antonins Margai ita in his book 
of the Rites and Ceremonies ofthe Jews, tells us, that before 
their Synagogues they have an iron plate, agt.inft which they 
wipe and make clean their Ihooes before they enter : And that 
being entred they lit folemnly there for a let.fon , not once 

opening 
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opening their mouths, but confidering who it is with whom 

they have to doe. Thus it was wont to be with them: But 

alate, though they come to their Synagogues with wafhen 

hands and feet, yet for any fhew of devotion or elevation of 

Spirit,they areas reverent (faith one that was an eye-witnefle) spec. Euroy. 

as Grammar-boyes are at fchoole when their mailer is abfent: • 

Their holineffe is the meer outward work it felf,being a brain- 
kflehead, and foul-lelfe body. And yet upon the walls of their 
Synagogues they write ufually this fentence, by an abbrevia¬ 
ture, Tephillan belo cauuannah ceguph belo nejbmak: i.e. A prayer Buxtorf.Abbre. 
without affe&ion is like a body without a foule. Solinus re- vuu ?• 
porceth of the Cretutns, that they doe very religioufly worlhip 
Diana: and that no man may prefume to come into herTemple p. </fr?U(ImnJ4 , 
but bare-footed: Satan Dei tmulitt, the devill is Gods ape: he dm vefligta. 
led thefe fupcrftitious Ethnicks captive,as the Chaldeans did the ml/us licito 
£g)ytians, naked and bare-foot, Efay 20. 2. 4. hgreditur. 

When thou goefito the HoujeofGod ] Called the Gate ofheavin, 

Gen. 23.17. fuch as none but. the righteous may enter, Pfal. 118. 

20. the beauty of holineffe , the place of Angels and Arch-angells,,. , , « 

theKingdome of God, yea heaven it fell, asChryfoflome calls it. ’,^ fw ^ iV 6 

The French Proteftants called their Meeting-houfe ih Parity i 

Vmlijt The primitive Chriftians called fuch places .yjoeuuif Ccycil. Laodic. 

(whence Kirfes, Churches)and the Lords Hoyles; and Bafilicas, cop. 28, 

Kingly palaces. Now it is held an uncivil thing to come to the 

palace of a King with dirty fhoocs, or to eate at his table with 

foul hands. Men wafh their hands every day of courfc 5 But 

when to dine with a Prince, they wafh them with balls. So it 

Ihouldbe herejwhcn we come to Gods Houle, we fhould come 

with the bell preparation we can makejwe fhould alfo be there 

with the firft, and flay till the laft, as doore-keepers ule to doe. 

which office in Gods Houfe David held an high preferment.' 

And whiles we are there, let our whole deportment bee aS in 

the prefence of the great God, whom we mull look lull in the 

■face, and be ready to hear } as thofe good fouls, Aft 10. 33. Now 

therefore we are all here prejent before God , lay they, to hear all things 

that are commanded thee of God. Neither mud we heare only with . - 

the hearing of theear,but with the obedience of the heart and 

life, (for fo the Original! word here fignifieth) Gen. 3. iS. 

. ’JBecaujethou haji heard, that is obeyedjtfoet'o/ce of thy tp//e;e>c,)hea- 
ring diligently without diftraftion, and doing readily with- - 

outfeifeitation. Gg 7 hen ... 




Lhcntogive tbefacrificc of fools] i. e. The formalitiesanclexter- 
qall fervices oFpi’ofligate pro/dfors, that think :o fet of with 
God for their fins, by their facrifices; for their evil! deeds, by 
their good. Hfnce they burthen Gods altar, and even cover 
, . it with their facrifices; flicking in the bark, 4id gnabling 
upon the Ihejl ofholy fervices, not once piercing to the heart, 
or taking of thekernell therepfcand are therefore abominable, 
becaufe difobedient, and to every good work reprobate, 
ld.How many be there at this day, that not oply pray by tale, 
as fap.i^s doe by their beads, but turn over other duties of Re¬ 
ligion as a meer task; holding only a certain fti it of them, a$ 
Malt-horles doe their pace, or Mill-hqrfes their round, meerly 
out of iforni and cuttome, thole banes andbreak-leeks of due 
devotion? Thefe do hot only lofe their labour . but commit 
fin, Ej*/x. 14. compaflcGod with a lye, Hof. 1 1- 12* becaufe 
they walk not their teet before they compaffe Go is altar. The 
ticerol Heathen Oratour can tell thefe fools of the peop! ejjcmrn j«* 
fet fit we coU‘vel!e 3 fed'pieiate 3 that God requires the heart in all 
bb.4.2^. holy duties, and mud he (eryed in fpiric, even U to corde 3 id eft 
; _ ' at^rifmmhmore vefo, or.e.fidelf 9 re mid. 

jdvtbh; ■ Hoc non fit Verbis: Marce, ut xmmt, am?-. 


for they confiitx not that thpy doe evill ^ That they defpite him 
with.leemiug honors,with difpleaiingiervicefu'hich isdoublc 
diftipnburp! with feeming fan&ity, which is dc uble iniquity, 
andclefjrycs double damnation. This tfi^yfo little coniidtr, 
that they think, God is greatly beholden to 'then, and docs 
them no frnall wrong, thath.ee fo little regarc s and rewards 
AmninVbilof. them, 'Eftr. 5S. 3. Mai. ^.i^HonficVcoscoluimus ut We nos w'»* 
rtftrente Kuh ceret 3 fa id that Emperour going into the field a *ainft his ene* 
sat. Gaff. \p ee have not fo terved the Gods, tin t they fliould 

ferve us no better, then to give the enetny the better of 
us. 

Verf. 2. Bee not raft) with thy mutti] From hearings the Prea. 
cher proceeds to give direftions for fpeaking, whether it bee 
of God or to him. For the firil, the very Heat tens could fay, 

. Hon kquenJum dedeo, fine lupine , Wee may not fpeake of Gpd 
Without a light, i.e. without a deliberate premeditation, and 
well advifed confederation. In fpeaking ot Go i, faith one,oi\a 
Kti mfa b - cft sequence isc our hie nee. And if wee fgeal; at all onth> 


Ch|pf 
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fubje&,faith another,no words will fo we! become us, *stho ft Vu/.Scal:£. 
qux ignorantiam noftram fratendunt, that moft diicover our fmall 
knowledge of him : How little a portion or pittance is heard 
of him, faith holy Jobfchap.%6. 14. The Hebrew Word fignifies 
4 little bit or particle, nay a little fee ct of a word , fuch as an eccho 
refoundeth) Bnt the thunder of his fewer who can ufiderftandHt is in¬ 
effable, becaufc unconceiveablc.Hcre,if ever, 

Cladicat ingemium , ddirat linguaqus menfquc . Lucret. 

But although Hierom thinkes it beft to underfland the Hiemin lec- 
preacher hereof a fpeaking of God, yet others, and for better 
reafon conceive his meaning to be rather of a fpeaking to God 
by prayer,and particularly by a Few, whichimplyesa prayer, 

(asthe Greek words and import.) Here then 

Let not thine heart be baft) to utter an) thing ] Heb. Let not thine 
heart,through haft,bee fo troubled or difturbed^s to tumble over, 
and throw out words without wifdome, in a confufed mah- 
ner, in a flubbering fort. But as there was half an houres ftlence' 
in heaven when the feventhfeal was opened, and or ever the ^ g ^ 
feven Trumpets founded: fo fhouldtherebeeafadand ferious ' * 

and fad weighing of our petitions,before we utter them, Ne- 
fcit fomitenda hquitfui proferendtt print fuotradiditexamini. Here- Cnfliodor.Uk 
pents not of his requefts, who firftduly deliberates what to re- to. EM' 
queft. Whereas hee that blurts out whatsoever lyes uppermoft, 
as fome good men have done in their haft, and heat of paffiony 
(a9 Job» cap. 6.5. David, Pfal. 11 6 .1 1 . Jeremy, chap! 15 . 10.i8.‘ 

Jonah , chap. 4. who brawled with God in head of praying to 
himjdifpleafeth God no leflc then the Mufcovy-Minifters doe 
their hearers, if they mifpronounce but any fy liable in' 
their whole Liturgy. 

For God is in beaven 3 and thou upon earth] He is the High and Holy jp, 57.1 
One that inhabiteth Eternity, and thou art E palude fua precedent 
& repens vilis ranuncula , fas Bernard hath it) a bafe toad creep-' 
ing or crawling out of a ditch : there is an infinite diftance and 
difproportion between Him and thee; therefore fee to it that 
thou come to him with allpo/fible reverence, humility, and 
felf-abafement. See Job 4*. 6 . 1 King. 1 8. 42. Matth. 26 . 58. 

Jt is obfervable that when the great Turk comes into his Mbf- 
ebr,or Tcmple,he lays by all his State;and hath none to attend 
' him all the while. 

therefore let thy words be few] But full, as the Publicans wet ~ 
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54 A Commentary or Expofitionupen Chap. |V ; j 

Lm\* 18.13. 0 quant multa quam paucis ! Oh how nuch in a lit¬ 
tle ! faid lully of Brutus his Epiftle; fo may we fay of that Pub¬ 
licans prayer5 how much more of the Lords prayer, fee in flat 
oppolition to the Heathenilh Battologies and vain repetiti¬ 
ons, ufuall with Pagans and Papagaxs 3 Scc. See the Note on Mat, 

6 . 7,8,p. It is reported of the ancient Ghriftians of Egypr^oJ 
bnvi'jimis &-tdptimjaculdtk orationibm uti voluerint 3 neier mrastvr .- 
’Augiifl. m jeer it & hebetaretur intent io , that they made very fliort prayers, 

that their devotion might not bee dulled by longer doings. 
Cdijiarmlfo makes meution of certain religious pei fons in his 
time, §ui utilius cenfebmt breves quidem orationesfied <reberriin,ts fi- 
cr/j^-c/who thought it beft that our prayers (hould bee ihort, 
but frequent; the one, that there might bee cont' nuall inter- 
courfe maintained betweene God and us: the other, that by 
fliortnefle we might avoid the Dcvills darts,which he throweth 
?fpccially at us, when we are praying.Thefe bee good rcafons * 
and more may bee added out of Matth 6 . as that our heavenly 
Father knows what wee need 3 &c. That which the Preacher here 
prefleth is, the tranfeendent excellency and furpa ling Majefty 
of Almighty God. I am a great King,fai th Hee, Mai. 1. And 
E f.s 4-2. Hooke to beeferved like my felfe. Therefore u j% sntoyru words 

* neither over curious nor over careleffe 3 but fuch as are humble, 

earn eft,di reft to the point,avoiding vain bablings. needlefleand 
endlefs repetitions,heartlefsdigrelhons, tedious prolixities, 
wild and idle difeourfes of fuch extemporary petitioners, as 
not difpoling their matter in due order by prem© lkation(and 
withall being word-bound') are forced to goe. forward and 
backward, like Hounds at alofle- and having haftiiy be- 
gun,they know not how handfomely to make an end. 

Verf. 3. For a dream comctb through the multitude of bufine fie j 
When al the reft of the fenfes are bound up by fleej ’,tlie foul cn- 
trethinto the (hop of the fanfcy, and operates there ufually ac¬ 
cording to the bufineffes and imployments of the day paft; & 
TcrtuF.Deani - fp er i v iJ en tur qu£ fieri tamen non vi dentur , faith c fc;tuUi<m> thole 
V* c *M 9 ‘ things feem to be doue in a dream,which yet are not fecn to be 

done at all: theft are but van £ jadationes negotiofa aninu, the 1- 
dle rollings of a buiie mindc. In like fort, afool, a hcartklle, 
faplefle fellow, (that being finfuall and void of the fpintor 
grace and fupplications, hath neither the affeftions nor cxpiel- 
iious of holy prayer) multiplies Words without knowledge 
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C^p,fy, Ecclesiastes,^ the Pre acher. 


ihiukes to make out in words what hee wants in worth,being 
towr de^fof,ntyet? Ji a.hvzvlrmos as Plutarch faith of Alcibiades y 
one that could talke much,but fpeak little: His voyce is known by 
multitude of words. 11 is but a voyce that is heard,it is but a found 
rhat is made, like the uncertain found of a Trumpet,that none 

rell what it meaneth,what to makeof it. CwmcuUs atius Bemger. 
olid* in ‘lurriani firiftis 

faith one: So here. It there bee any worth of matter in the 

fooles words, it is but by chance, as Anfiotle faith that dreams ArifatJDtdi- 

do bv chance foretell thofe things that come to pafic. Let it be vintu.per infra. 

our care to Ihun as much as may bee all lavifli and fuperfluous 

talkativenefle and tedioufneffe,but especially in prayer: left we 

offer the facrifice of fooles,and God bee angry with us. Foraa 

it is not the loudnefle of a Preachers voice, but the weight and 

holvnelfe of his matter, and the Spirit of the Preacher that 

moves a wife and intelligent hearer : fo it is not the labour ot 

the lips,but the travell of the heart that prevailes with God, 

Th eBaalites Prayer was not more teoious then Eliah s ihort: 
vet more pithy then Ihort. And it was E Hah that fpake loud 
and fped in heaven. Let the fool learn therefore to fliew more 
wit in his difeour ft then words, left being tyown by hss voyce, 
hee meetfas the Nightingale did)with fomeLaconian that wil 
not let to tell him, Voxtu es } pr £ tereanihil 3 Thoii art a voyce, aad 

thatsdl. u1tc ff a vow unto God , define not to pay if] 

See the Note on J)e«r. 23. 21. It is in thy power to vow or 

not to vow. Verve re nuiquam efl pucaptum s faith Bellarmine , We Lib.UeMonac. 

have no command to vow. That of Vaoid, Vow and perform to the cap. 1 j. 

lord your Cod 3 is not purum precept um 3 foith Mr.C art wnght 3 a pure 

precept, but like that other. Bee angry, and finne not ; where anger 

isnot commanded, but limited. $0 neither are wee Amply 

commanded to vow,but havingvoluntarily vowed,we may not 

defer to pay it, dtlayes are taken for denyalls,excufes for re- 

^Forbe hath no pleafvn in fooles*] He needs them as little as King 
Acbi(b did, he abhors them, Pjal. 5.5-as deceitfull workers, as Huron. 
mockers of God. 7 q hta in vovendo fuit fiultus, in pr £ fiando mpm. 

Jetbta was a fool in vowing, and wicked in performing. But 
he that vows a thing lawfull and poifible, and yetdeferres to 
perforate it, or locks an evafion. is two fools for fay ling-, 
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5 5 A Commentary er Expojition upen Chap.|V<‘ 

Verf. 5. Better it it that-thou ffouldji not vow'] a-d. Who bad 
thee be lo forward > Why wouldft thou become a voluntary 
ftM dr Vatary,and fo rafhly ingage to the lolfe of thy 1 iberty, and the 
ficientriv cm- offence of thy God , who expetted thou (hot 1 dft have kept 
bcfwnu touchand not have dealt thus flipperily with fcim ?Thou haft 
not lyed unto men 3 but unto God,Acts 5.4. As the trail ofChrijlu 
in wieejfaith P aul, 2 Cor. 11,10. fo he bindshiinfelt by an oath, 
as the learned have obferved. And as God is true, our word 
toward you was not Yea and Nay . For the So a of God who 
was preached among you by me was not Yea and Nay : but in 
him all the promiles ofGod ar.j Yea and Amen. Why ? what 
of that, might fome fay > and what’s all this to the purpofe,? 
Very much ; for it implyeth,that what a Chrifian doth pro- 
mile to men, (how much more to God?) he is bound by the 
earneft penny of God’s Spirit to perform. He dares no more 
alter or faiiifie his word,then the Spirit of Goc can lye. And 
as hee looks that Gods promifes fliould be ma ie good to him, 
fo he is carelull to pay that hee hath vowed to God 5 ftth his 
is a Covenant of mercy , ours of obedience, and if hee 
fhallbee AU-fufficient to us, wee muft bee Altogether liisj 
Cant. 2.1 6. 

Verf. 6. Suffer not thy mouth to caufe thy flefb to ynne] Heb, Nee 
dcs, Give not liberty to thy mouth which ofit felf is (o apt to 
over-flow and runne riot in finfull and luperfiuous language, 
Rein it in therefore,and lay laws upon it, left it caufe thy fiefb 
to Jin, thy (elf to become a (inner againft thine own foul. Say 
to it in this caleas Chriftdid tothofePharifeet in the Gofpell, 
fVIy ttmftcfl thoumee, thou bypecritc > or as the Witch faidto Saul I 
that fought to her, IVhen fere layeft thou afnare %riry life to caufe j 
mee to dye? 1 Sam. 28.p. Shall my prayer become fin, andniy 
religious vows through non-payment, a caufe of a curfe, Pjal, 
109.7? When thou art nuking fuch an ill barg ain, fay to thy 
Ruth 4. niouth,as %oaz faid to his kiiifman, At what time thou buyefl it, 
RomMlt. t y QU h ave Ruth with it, fo thou muft have C od’s curfe with 
it,(for that’s the Juft hire of the leaft finne, hot 0 much more of 
this trimfon crime?) And let thy mouth anfw er. No: I may t 
not doe it,T Hull mar and fpoil a better inheritance, I fhall an- 
-r ger the Angell of the Covenant, who if his wrath be kindled, 
yea, but a little, he will notpardon my tranfgieflion,for God^.. 
nam' - is in him, Exed. 23 .21 .Who as he is Pater miferdtionum, the 

Father 


Qhapjy* Ec c ies 1 a stbs, art fa Preacher, 57^ 

Father of mercies, fo hee is Veus ultionum, the God of recom¬ 
putes, pjal. 94.1. True it is that Anger is not properly in 
God, Fury is net in me. If a. 2 7.4. but becaufc he chides and fmites 
for fin, (as angry men ufe to do) therefore is Anther here and 
eifewhere attributed him, that men may ftand in awe and not 
fip,fith fin and punilhment are linked together with chains of 
Adamant. 

Verf. 7. For in the multitude ofdreams,ar.d in many wordsli. e. 

Jit inthe multitude of dreams, [0 inmany words, &c., There 
may be fome matter in fome of either : but neither of either 
wants their vanities. Dreams are of divers forts. (See the Note' 
on Gen. 20.3.) Fpicurus judged them all vain. The Tehnifen- Termll.de inh 

nulla [omnia tvacuabant, faith C fertullian,madc no dreams to 
bee vain. But that fome dreams are Divine, fome diabolicalI, 
andfome natural, feculkr-e folatium naturalis oraculi,zs one fpeak- 
ethjgoodfymptomes and indications of the natural! COitftitU- 
on, no wife man ever doubted. That of the Phil,blb,pher Hath- 
a truth in it, Juftum ab-injufla non fmno,[cd fomnio difierni, that a. p T $ ot: 
good man may be diftinguiftied from a bad,though not by his- Etbic% 
fle?p,yethy his dreams m his fleep. 

But fear thou God] Audio efchtw thi 9 evill offbndbabbling 
(inGods fervice efpeciaMy)whkh is no lefs a vanity then plain - 
1 doting; and procures Divine- difpleafnre. Dcum fiquur fnruttf Flll i- nu 
muit,valde. cent emnit. He that fears not Gods wrath, is fure to, 
itd\t,P[al.90.iu ; . 

Verf. 8. Iftheufecflthe offlreffisn of the Poore] And fo mkylVbe 
drawn to doubt of Divine prov 4 dence,andtd withdraw thifie 
awfull regard to the Divine Majtfty, tofbrgoego'diinefltr, and 
to turn flat Athcift,as VicgorM and Averroes did; 

Marvell not atlhe matter] Nil admirari fro?e res eft una NhumiciE Herat*- 
A wife man wonders at nothing: he knows the re js good c4u.fi; 
why God Ibouldfuffcr it fo to be, and gives him his glory .Gfe-- 
ft.Jid.fmt in m-'diis cojittariis, faith Luther , G odsworkt5 ate Ltuker/n Genefi. 
ftfteduiiially by contraries-. And this he doth, 

that he may be the more marvelled <sf,faith Nazianzeriy Na^.inCjfr. > 
Htnct hee commonly goes away by himfelf, draw ing light out. 
‘ofdarknefle,good out of eviil,heaven our of hell 1 : that his peo~ 
pie may feelingly lay .JVhois lih' unto thee 0 Lord^glorious in kolines, 
mil in f raifes,doing reorders ? Verily there is a reward for the 
righteous; verily hee is a God diatjudgeth in the Earthy Pfali 

_ 



5-8 A Commentary or Expfition upon Chap.fV 

For he that is higher then the higbeft regacdcth'] And wherein they 
deal proudly,he is above them,E*:ri. 18.11 .and o ,r ertop$ them, 
pjal. 2.4. lets a day for them, and fees that their diy is coming, 
Ffal.76.12- Fj<?/. 37 * 1 The mofl High arts ojfthe fair it of Princes (hee flips 

them off,as one fhould flip off a flower between his fingers $or 
he cuts them off as Grape-gatherers do thecluftersof thevines, 
fuch a Metaphor there is in the Original!) hee is terrible to all 
the Kings of the Earth , thofe dread Soveraignes, thofe hammers 
Mundi fiageh of the Earth, and fcourges of the world,as Attinu ftyled him- 
lum. felf) fuch as S enacherib, whom God fo fubdued and maftered, 

that the Egyptians in memory of it, let up his ftati e in the Tem- 
UtrtAtu pic of Vulcan with this infeription, n; opv/ ivnftit m- 
Let al/that behold me, learn to fear God. It was therefore excellent 
icbron.19.6. connfell that Jebj^r gave his Judges: Take heed what you 
4oe,forye judge not for ma^but for the Lord, who is with 
you in the judgement. Wherefore now let the fe ir of the Lord 
oar God be upon you, take heed and doe it. Look upon him 
that over-looses all your doings, faith he 5 and then learn to 
fit upon the tribunal! in as great, though not in fo flavift a 
fear ofdoing wrong,as Olanes in the hiftory did • ipont he flay¬ 
ed skin of his Father Sifanms, nay led by Cambyfes on the Judg- 
nicnt-Seat;or as a Ruffian Judg that feares the boyling Caldron 
or openhattocking:orthe TurkifliSenate, when they think 
the great ‘Turkj.o Hand behind the Arras at the d. ngerous door. 
In fine,lct the Grandees and Potentates of the Earth know and 
acknowledge With Conflantint i Valcntinian } aud 2 heodofus, three 
great £mperor$(as Socrates reports it of themjthat they are but 
Cbrijli VaJallifC\mRs Vaflalls.-and that as he is Excelfusfuper Ex- 
celfos. High above all, even the higheft, fo he hath other high 
onej athand,f/z. the Holy Angels, who can ref ft the King of 
Perfia, as Michael the Prince did, Dan. 1 o. 13. Fright the Syrians 
with a panick terrour, 2 King. 7. 6 . fmite the Affyrians with 
an Utter deftru&ion, Ifa. 37. 36. deliver Peter from the hand 
of Hered , and from the cxpe&ation of the Jews,. iB. 12.1 1. make 
axc9nderfuUdijferer.ee in the flaughter of the firf: born of Egypt. 
gxo‘d-1 z. ' Tyrants (hall be fure,fooner,orlater,to meet with their match. 

Lookc what an hand the Efhori had over the King of Spartd y the 
“fribuncs had over the Conliils, and the Prince Palfgrav'e 

of Rhine ought, by the ancient orders, to have over the Em- 
perour of Germany, (Palatine hate dignitatis prarogativa eft ut ipfum 
‘ Ctjtrm, 
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Cafarumjudicarc &damnarefo jit } quoties fcijicet lis ei abaliquo Or- 
Jinum imperii movetur , the Paljgravt hath power to judge and p r «r. 

palTefentenceupon the Emperour himfelf, when any of the mea ‘ 

States o {Germany doe fue him at the Law) the fame and more 
hath God and his Angels over the mightieft Magnifies in the 
world, Lebanon ftali fail by a mighty one. i.c. by an Angel, as fome 
interpret itjljit.10.3 4. 

Verf. 9. Moreover the profit of the Earth is for all J viz. r or all 
forts of men, and for all kind ofufes. Alma mater ,7 err a ferax. 

Then fhall the Earth yeeld her increafe; and (therein) God,e- 
ven our own God fhall blefle us,Pfal.6 7 .6. Can any of the Va- 
nities of the Heathens give rain or graine ? no,neither, Ier.14. , f 
22. Can the Earth bring forth fruit of her felf V So indeed our Sa- 
viour feems to lay, firft the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full Corn in the Ear> M<^4- 2 8 • bllt thejl is at 5 cr the S'°. od 
husband hath fowed it,and God by his blefling given the in- 
creale. The drift of the Preacher here is, to let forth the ex¬ 
cellency of tillage firft, and then to fhew the vanity of it, Til- 
lage is the life and bloud of a Common *weahh : itis beyond 
all pecuniary pofleflions. Jacob had money and other fruits 
oftheEarth : and yet it Egypt} (the worlds Granary, as one 
calls it ) had not fupplyed them with Corn, hec and his might 
have perifhed. 

7 he King himfelf is ferved by the field] Not the Lyon, Dragon, -Rat agro fit fir- ' 
Unicorn,&c, But the Plough and the Ship,are the fupporters vm^r.Mcn^ 
otaCrown. Some read it thus, Rex agro Jervit, The King is 
fervantto the field. It conceines him to have care of tillage, 
plantation of fruits, breeding of Cattell, &c. or cl fe all will 
loon run to wrack and mine. King Vzziah loved husbandly 
andulcdit much, 2 C.hron. 26.10. And Amos 7. 1. wee read of 
the Kings mowings. And Pliny hath obfervtd, that Corn was 
never fo plentifull and good-cheap at Rom c, as when the fame 
men tilled the Land, that ruled the Common wealth .g>uaft gau- 
dcrct terra laureatovcmtre feiheet & ar at ore triumphal/. 

Verf.io. He thatloveth fiver frail not bee jatisfied re/th filvef] As 
he cannot fill his belly, nor cloath his back with it, fo neither 
can he fa tisfie his inordinate appetite and delire after (^though 
he had heaped and horded ir. up, as the great Chaliph of Babylon 
had, that covetous caitifle, ftaived to death by Haahn brother o 

to Mango the great Cham of Cataja, in the niidft of his gold,(il- 
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Turhbifl. ver and precious (tones, whereof, till then,he could never have 

Vmdiniim. enough. Auri nempe fames partofit major ab am, A man may as- 
foonfill a chcft with grace,as an heart with wealth, Asa cir¬ 
cle cannot rill a triangle; to neither can the whole world (it 
Bern. it could bcc compaiildj podibly h i the heart o man_ ^ W 4 

rntmalU uteris omnibusaaiparipotejt^plen nonfotift. Thera- 
Ion iblc 1'oulc may bee bulled about other thmgs.bue ic cannot- 
bee filled with them. Von plus fatiatur cor auro^i am corpus aura: 

As aire tills not the body, fo neither doth mony die nund. h 
cannot therefore bee Mans chiefeft good (asA/«»M«w/h makc 
iO fith it doth not terminate his appetite ; but that although 
hu hath never fo much of it, yet is hee as hungry after more as 
ifhec were not worth an half- penny. ‘1 be <h / itu: bungs uuhe 
covetous perfon firft widling 

—- Mil/e meiserrentin mntibus agni,. . . 

Thar hee had athoufand (beep in his flock. And tins when 
hce hath gotten, then Pauperis eft numerate pccir. Hee would 
have Cattle without number. The Greeks derive their word 
for Pe/ire, from a root that figniheth to burn. _ Now if on 
flrjuld heap never fo much tuell upon ahre, it would not 
VrP'anc -r. quench it, but kindle it the more. So here ^rely as a Ship 
dins appends, may bee ov.er-laden with iilver even unto finking, - 3 

oim pa lie and fidts enough to hold ecu times m ore to a co¬ 
vetous wretch though hee hath enough to link nun, yet never 
hath he enough to fatisfte him. Catiline was twr ahem afic- 
Sahfl, toisjui rrofufapot more prodigall ot his own* icn dclnous af- 
ter others meiisEftates* . . ,, n 

Verf. ii. When goods increafe, they arc increAed that cat tluttf] 

Servants, friends, flatterers,trenchermen,pcnfi<niers 5 andotliei 

hang-byes that will flock to a rich man, as Crowes doc w 

adcadcarcafle: not to defend,but to dev oure it. Carper 

ilhed in the midft of his friends, whqfe boundlelfe hopes and 
expeftations-he was notable to fatishe.The Kir.g ofJf^*C 
it not forthc We^lndia Flcet)were never ab et, fubfift:thoug 
hee be by farrethe greateft Prince i n-Chnftendm-.,. give . 

. . • -Motto jT'ottm non (Ujfc it or bis, and hath hisEmtne o a JI 

f amd ™ tended that hee may truly fay, Sohmhi femper lucet, The 

■ ever (bines upon my Dominions* The Duke c fBavanas houfe 
v'r , -kfo.peft red with Fryers and Jehiits, that, lotwithftand ng | 
^ v^Lejgfccatnefle of his FvCY-cnue^hce is very Poo ;c; as fpcnduj 
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SThklft^ou thole popifli 

(Lyras words upon this text) ufcleiie, needleffe ribaldry (el- 

Savingtke beholding of them with his eyes ] To fee fuch a lai ge re 
tinue,fucha numerous family, as Job, who nad a veiy'»re 
houfhold, chap, i. 5 . and Abraham ,who baa a Trained-band u 
his family; but cipecially as Solomon, who hadi thoufanids of 
fervants and work.folk.Whereunto 1 may add Catfanal ifoljty 
his pompous family, confiding ot one Earle, n «■ > 

Knights and Efqui res very many, Chaplaincs and other icr. 

vanfs (beiides retainers ) at bed and board,no fewer then toili e 

hundred.Or, to feefo much wealth, and to tumble m it, as Cali- 

wla the Emperour was wont to doe, contreZandtpcCunucupnline Tw *• 

inn»Jw,lovins to handle his mony, to walk upon it with his ^ 

bare feet, and to rowle amongft it with his whole body , 

Suetonius relateth. The (ike is repot ted ot 
alfo, befides what he did eat, is faid to have provided himfelte 
fin cafe he fhould be in danger to be furpriied by his enemies) 
fiiken halters to hang himfelte withall, ponds of (vveet 
water to drowne himfelte, gilded poilons to poifon himfelte 

"verfl’iai The (leep of a labouring man isJwect’] Sleep is the 
nurfe of nature, the wages that (he payesthe poor man to s ^ inlrMnnf , 

unceflant pains. His tare is not fo high, h is care 1 
•’rent, but that without diftemper or diftraftion, be can n g 
his reft moft (weedy, and feel no difttirbance, untill the due 
time of riling awakeneth him. Theie labouring men are as 
found as a Rock as hungry as hunters, m weary x ever wm ^ JJ 
dau as they fay : and therefore no (ooner laid in then t).US 
but faft afleep, their hard labour caunng eafy digckio n, ana 
uninterrupted reft. Whereas the rcftlefie fpint ot t v 2 
wretch rideth his body day and night: care ot getting , tea r 
of keeping, grief oflofing, theft thjee vultures t«,l upon 
him continually.He cowls a Si[)fbm his Hone; hu abundance, 
like a lump of lead, lies heavy upon his heart, and breaks his 
deep: Much like the'difcale called the Mare or Eybuutes-, ;^n 
which men in their (lumber think they teel a thing as big as a 
niountaine lying upon their breads, which they can no way 
remove. Hisevill confcience eftfoones lafheth -and launceth 
him, as it did our Rich. 3 . after the murther of his two mno- 
} ' ui, « cent 
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cent nephewes; and Charles 9. of France after the bloody nnffi- 
ere. God alfo terrifies him with dreams, throwes handbills 
of hell fire in his face, interpellat cogitantem, exiitat domieutan^ 
Ambnfe bath it, interrupts him while he is thinking, awaken- 
eth him while he is fleeping,rings that dolcfull peil in his ears 

that makes him flare and flare, ‘Ihou foole,tbis flight / Ml! tb) joul be 
taken from thee: Veni rnijcr in judicium. Come, thou Wretch,re¬ 
ceive thy judgment. 

OHH infirm- Verf. i % '2 here is afore evil/] Or,an evill difeafai ich as breaks 
us. Psgn. the ilcep, Him pa Her&gen.e p enduU , itemfuriales \omnj & inqum 

JPlm. wifuwd,cM\liti2 l palenefle, learmefle, relllefneffe by night. This 

difeafe is chc Dropfie or Bulimy of covetoufneffe,a; fcldome cu¬ 
red as bereiy 3 phre?izie } jealouJie 3 which three are hold incurable 
maladies. ..... 

Rtibeskfft for the owners thereof to their h.rt J Worldlings lit 
abrood upon their wealth, and hatch to their hurt; as the 
filly bird doth the cgs of the Cockatrice. Riches are called 
Goods', but it hath been well ob.erv.cd, that he that fir ft called 
themfo, was a better Husband then Divine. S.tch an hut* 
band was he in the Gofpel , who reckoned upon much goods 
laid up for many years, hut how come elide guodj to pruve e- 
vil to the ownerfijbut by the evil ufage ot thenvriches in them- 
felvcs are of an indifferent nature; and it is tlnm gh mens cor¬ 
ruption v.t magnafit cognatio &Kominis & rei divitii. & vitiis^ha 
riches are weapons of wicktdneffe. Engines of evill. Hct 
ter. 17.11. that getteth riches and not by right, lhall dye a pome 
foole. 

Turn peritura par at, per male parta perit. 

He that keepeth his riches (havingno quick-filv:r,no currant 
mony ) when God calls him to pare with them for pious and 
charitable u'.es, keepeth them to his own g reate it hurt, h or 

the ruft of his canker-eaten gold lhall rife up in judgement 
againft him at that great day, Jam. 5.3. 
frveMl.Sat.io- Sic f lures nimia congip pecunitcura 

Strangulat - 

See the Note on Pm, 1.19. „ , 

Verf. 14. 'But thoje riches perifb by evill traveller.e. by evil tra¬ 
ding, traffiquing,or other croffe event and accident. They 
wafte and wither either by vanity or violence: they (lip outol 

the band as the pantins bird, or. wriggling Eel j there’s no hold 
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to betaken of them, no tmft to be put in them, they were ne¬ 
ver true to thole that milled iu them. See the note on Prcv. 

23 Verf. 1 k. Ashe came forth of his mothers womb ] q. d. If riches 
. while ue live, vet we are fure to leave them when 

W l-c, her loTO'.whcn^rreftcd **£ £ 

for debt, and follows other cuftomers fo is ic here. And as ch(rc J } ad 
clops thouch they go alongwkh us in company, yet at par- Hnda ,. Vudus 
tin?!h^ mneve.yLetohi.ow n e m afl e r 5 fo doe theie to ai m'rnsftul. 
!», when we come to leave the wor d. Death as a testate. 
porter fends at. the gate, and ftrtps us ot all our thick P" 

Ly, wherewith m-e are laden. ScetheNoteonch.pt. 

V»e««!>e came ^ Like an unwelcome gueft, or an unprofita- 
bE for van t,a cipher, and excrement. Oh live, live, live (laith 
aReverend man ) quickly, much, long; fo you are welcome to 
the world.Elfeyou are but hiffedand kickt off this ltage ot 
theworld,as Thu, was by Her«K».Nay manyfas pb 27 . 23 O * 

who were buried before halt dead,bcc. 

And (ban take nothing of his labour J ne tbolum quoMlum Uia- 
tint I Jvar.t . Some have had great flore ot gold and iilver 
buried with them; and others Would needs bee buried in a 
Monke; cowlc, out of a fuperftitious conceit ot fpeeu ng the 
better in another World; but it hath profited them nothing at 

Verf. 1 6. Andthisalfo is a fore evill’] Malum dolor ificum , fo it 
Will prove: a lingular vexation,a (harp corrofive,when Bakum 
and his bribes, Laban and his bags, Ratal and his flocks, A chan 
and his wedge, Baltafar and his boules, Herod and his harlots, 

Dives and his ditties', &c. fhall part afunder for even when they 
{ball look from their death-beds and fee that terrible foeftacle. 

Death, judgment. Hell, and all to bee pafftd through by their 

poor fouls. Oh! whatadreadfallfhriek gives the guilty foul 

at death, to fee it felf launcing into an ocean of folding lead, 

and nnifl fwim naked in it for ever! Who therefore ( unlcffe 

he had rather bum with Dives then raian with Lazar ut) will, 

henceforth reach out his hand to bribery, uiury, robbery, de- 

ceit, facriledge, or any fuch like wickedneffc or worldlmeffe, i Tim, 6 9,. 

which drown mens fouls in perdition and deftmRion?-!! rich 

E15I1 couldftaYe off death,or. flop its mouth with a bag 01 goi ., 

Hh % __aE- 
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it were fomewhat like. B.it that cannot be, as Henry Beaufort 
that rich and wretched Cardinall found by experience; as the 
King of Per fra told Conflantine the Emperour, who had (hewed 
him all the glory and bravery of Roms, Mira quu'cm foe , (aid 
- . he, jeil ut video,ficut in Per fra fic Rom.e homines n:oriu-tur,i.e. Thefe 

be brave things, but yet I foe that, as in Per fra fo at K me alfo, 
the owners ot thefe things mud needs die. A gr ’eable where- 
unto was that ipeech o t'Nugas the Scythian Monarch-,to whom 
when MichaelPaleologtu the Emperour Pent certaiie rich robes 
for a prelent,he asked ,Nunquid calamitcUspnorbos, noitem depcHere 
pacbMr.hiJi.lofent'e whether they could drive away calamit .es, lickneffes, 
Lb, j. death? for if they could not do fo,they were not much to bee 

regarded. ■ 

What profit hath he that hath laboured for the wind? J /. e. tor juft 
nothing. See Hof. 12. i.Jer. 22. 22. The Greet s expreffe the 
’Ai ipvs y.a(- fame by hunting after, and husbanding the mind. The Apoftie 
3,^. /peaks ofbeating the a ire, I Cor. 9. as he doth, that fights with 

his own fliadow, ihat dilquiets himfelf in vain. The lour Mo¬ 
narchies are called the four winds of heaven, Zech. fi. 3 : 4 ; ^ ! id 
at thePopes inthronization a wadof ftraw is let on fire be¬ 
fore him, and one appointed to fay' Sictranpt ghtia inwiti/.The 
glory of this world is but a blaze or blaft. 

Verf. 17. Allhisdayss alfo he eates in dsrhyieffe ] e. hee lives . 
befide that he has; and cannot fo much as be merry at meat. 
Hence his much for row, wrath and ficknefle ; dpccully , if 
fpoiled of his goods which he made his god; fee is ho lefle 
troubled then Laban was for his Teraphim , o; Micah for his 
Manmet, Judg. i 8. He is mad almoft, and ready to hang him- 
ftlf for woe; having much fretting, foaming, ft ming, anger, 

languor, ready to let liie at God and men. 

Verf. 18. It U good and cornel) for one to cat, &e.] Niggardfie 
and bafcnelfe is an ugly evill, makinga man, though never fo 
rich, to be vilipended and defpifed of all. Nal all (had not be 
called Hadib, the vile perfon liberall, the churlc bountihill, 
j Ja 32. 5. See the Notes on chap. 2.24. 8t 3.12. 

J Verf. 19. This is the gift of God] A gift of his ri du hand, Jot 
throni, non fcabcHi: Godlinede only hath coster tedneffe. The 
t Tim.6, 6. comfort of wealth comes in by no other do ore, then by the al- 
liiranceofGods love in bellowing it,and of his grace in fanfti- 
fying it. Cod give thee the dew of heaven, efo. Gi n.27. 28. hjau 
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likewife had the like, but not with a God give thee. A carnall 
heart cares not how, fo he may have it;hence his fo liule com¬ 
fort and enjoyment. A godly man will have God with it, or 
elie he is all amoit. Mo.es would not be put off with an Angell Valde protefla = 
to goe along with th«n,L«l»r piouftedwhen great gifa were '“/« 
offered him, that hee would not be c fausfied or quieted with ^ ■* ' ' 

thole rattles. , _ TT , 

Verf. 20. For he (ha!!not much remember, &c.] Hevcxeth not 
at the brevity or mileiy of his life : but looketh upon himfelf 
as a It ranger here 5 and therefore if he can have tt better condi¬ 
tion,he ufeth it ratheras if a crave ller can gee a better roome 
in an Inne, he wiil,ifnot,he san be content; for faith he,it is rC or.?. 
but for a night. 
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fhcre ii an ctili that I have feen under the Sun. 

T His wi etched life is fo pelleted with evills, that the Prea ¬ 
cher could hardly call his eyebdide.one or other of them. 

A diligent obierver he was of humane miferics, that hee might 
hang ioofe to life, and the better preffr upon others the vanity 
’ of doting upon it. One would wonder (furely ) that our life 
here being fo grievoufly aftlifted, fhould yet be fo inordinately. 
affefted;dndthat even by.thofe that are in deaths often ,, that have 
‘ born Gods yoke from their youth, that have fuffered troubles 
without, and terrors within, and who , if they had hope in ? Cf/ .- x . 
this life only, were (by their own confeffion ) of all men the 
1110ft unhappy. And yet fo it is; God is forced to frnoke us 
out of our clayie cottages, and to make life unto us to be no¬ 
thing better then a lingering death, that we may grow weary 01 j^ jerna 
it. and breath after a better; where arc riches without rult, i*m vita. 
pleafure without pain, youth without decay,joy without for- 
row; Vbi nihil fit quod nolis, & totum fit quod veils , where is all 
that heart can wifo, 8ec. The •kilfull Chirurgeon mortiheth 
vuh. ftrait binding the member that mull be cut offt So doth Her* 

God- 
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^dfiTus for by binding us w th the cords 

oi afflictions,He cryeth not when Godbindeth h:m, fob 36.13 - 
faith Elihu oi hypocrites* a generation oi men,tuen the which. 

, ' . . . nothing is more flupid and inlenhblej till at length God tna- 

timnuit n/- f or cible entry upon them,doe violently br.’ats that cur- 
fed* rote«rf«f that they have nude with death and daft the 

18. very breath out of their bodies with one plague upon another, 
turn them out of their earthly tabernacles, with a fiinucjctfm, 
and fend them packing to their place m helljfrc m which they 
would not be flopped by all thole croffes, that ; for that puc 

pofe, he call in their way. run 

Avdit ps common amongft mm ] Proper to men, for bealts are 
not fubjeft to this evill dileal'e ) and common to all lorts of 
men One evill may well be common among many, when 

many evills are fo commonly upon one.lt fell out to be a part 
of Mitbridates mifcry,that he had made himlelf t.npoyjonabk .And 
Cic in tufe. CAtoO o left this mtferable liie,«r caujam morkndi laftumje cjjcm. 
qjfi. dent ,that he was glad of an occcafion to go out ot the world, 

Verf. 2. So that be wanteth nothing] Nothing but every thing, 
becaufe lie dare not make ufe ofany thing almoftj but is tan¬ 
talized by his own bahfnefTe. Hee famifheth at t full feaft, hee 
ftarveth at a fire fide; and this is often repeated in this booke, 
becaufe it can never enough be oblervcd and abhorred. 

rctGoJgivetb him rot power to eat thereof] i.e. He Wlthholdeth 
his grace from him, that he cannot ufe it to his comfort. Here¬ 
in he is like a flag that hath great horns, but no courage to ufe 
them : or rather like an afTe loaded with gold and viftualls s but 
feeding upon thirties. Pray we therefore, that God would to- 
T . z T7 aether with riches give us allthings richly to enjoj. Vclnubidacln - 
17 ‘ 7 ' vcm.velmihi tol/eferm . Either give me the key . faith One, or 

take away the lock. The Gree^i deferibeagoed houfholderto 
be MTidv, ivKaM.vvjv 1 YMtM\mbv<fif ■tea.wrmv, 1 a good 

husband as in getting,keeping and fating out what hee hat 
to the btft,fo in making good ufe of it, for his own and others 

bthoofe and benefit. , . 

lhae.tr i-as it *1 God fo providing, that if one ml not, 
another (lull; that if the owntrwill not eat, but fit piddling 
or foiling, a (banger, and perhaps an enemy, (hall take away. 

That ifnicn tvillnotferveGod with chearfulueflein the 

dance of all tilings, they Ihould fad another u lulc, and be torj 
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cel to ferve their enemies in hunger and thirM>d 

fnd by the want of all be taught the worth of them, umm 

''v&Mf ^unMMJnn\ As aMdUtaBfar, 

hundred,aftertliatGodh^threatnedto^cutoff* 

£ C^r got twenty maids with child in (tan^^ “ ** 
dnd chUclreru^^dkeenough it might bte laflaajayirtatlddarj 

late years, haying ixenborn in Hear, thefetenths dayes ., ot 
"^>d W ^ £M diThoughhebeefilledw;th 
veals and filled with children, that may fumve and faceted 

HSi>s?sa 

him Jxmkr the Great, who lay “ nbu 'XfeePoeS 
then So ?M\V the Great, of whom Claudian the t oet ling* 

lhUS> Kudus pafeit avcsyjdcet en qui foijidet urban, 

Txku£ tellur is inops. -- » 

And the like is ftoried of our lyillutm the 

^sssststs^s^ 

hand ofGod upon covetous old men , that they lboul 

. comely bsrialli which isufually opc 

Tlutanh obierveth. For giving the rcafon why old men, that 

li • <w *’ 
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are going butof the world, ffaould be fo earntlily bent upon 
the Worlds hee faith, it is out of feare that they fhall not have 
Ttff xtft&l friends to keep then whiles alive 

and fome to bury them when they are dead. 5 

■Ifaj that 1 an untimely birth ]I ; adirmeiein the word of truths 
and'uponmaturedeliberation. That anuntimely birth'(not 
only a naked yong child fas aforefaid^ that is carried ab uteri 
ad untm from the womb to the comb,from the birth to the bu k 
rialfjbut an abortive, that coming too ibon into the 
world , comes not dt all ^ and 1 , by having no name, finds 
it felte a name, aS- Pliny fpeakts of the hearbe Ancny* 
mite. ' 

Verf. 4. Forte Cometh in with vanity , &c. As nothing, being 
fenfeleflfe of good or evilh And departeth in darkru fle } is buritd in 
huggemmgger. And his namef}>al} be covered,& that is,thcre 
is no more talk of this abortive. 

Verf.- S' Moreover lie hath not fecn the Sun] A fee ond priviledge 
and prerogative of the poor abortive. None are fo miferable 
we iee, btit they’may be comparatively happy I: is ever beft to 
look at thofebelowus,and then we fhall fee caafe to be better 
contented. 

‘lhii hath more reft then the other ] The corne-hat is cropt as 
Granger. fbon as it appear eth , or is bruited in peeceswhen it ly.es in 
fprout , is better thetv the old weed that :.s hated while 
it ftandeth, and iu the end is cutte downe for the 
five. 

Vcrfi d, Yeathough be live a ihcufandyed's'J 'whkh yet.never 
any nun did CMcthuJelah wanted thirty two of a thoufand) 
The reafon thereot is given by Occolampadius , <wia numerus ifte 
t)pum habeat perfedionif, utqui conflet e ccntenario de:ies rtvoluto, be* 
caufe the number of a thoufand types out perft ?fion; as confi¬ 
ning of an hundred ten times told. But there’s no perfe&ion 
here, faith he. 

/V«n.i 5. 1 Tti hath he fecn nogood '-] For, all the dayes of. the a ffUtfed me evilly 

icl 14.1. faith Solomon; And man’s dayes are ft w and full of trouble , faith 

Gen. 4 7 9 < Job. Ftrc> and cvilf are the days of my pilgrimage, faith Jacob, 

and I have noc attained to the days of the yearcs of the life of 
myfathers, &c. For Abraham lived 175, years, and Ij’aac i?o. 
ncarupontbrty years longer then Jacob , but to his fmall com’- 
fort* ter he was blind all that time: yet nothing fo blind a? 

the 
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tJrkh wretch in.the text, frivAm interm, lumine, \menin 
heviti immltfeifeti uciuum (urn,* •Oyt Hjgk” 1 * 
ing blind as a mole,lies rooting and poring,um-effantly Jntht 
bowels of the earth; as if Ik would that way dig himftlre a 
new and a nearer way to hell, and with his o wn bands addeth 
to the load ofthis miferable life. As he hathdonc nO gOOd , 
fo he hath fen or enjoyed none; but goes to his 

js3*^&4S^‘3!saa. 

aretherelaid to be written ill heaven .'But covctouapcrfonsas 

thev are called the inhabitants of the earthen oppofition to thole KeVml2 . 

Wti ^d=fhta™n,tdwth~ = ^. }) 

ten in the earth, becaufe they have torfaken the Lor^the toun Jer.i. 3 
dcknlffe, death, hell,is upon uie,l am eveni now about t^make 

grout sunder,him, heaven is (hutagain# him, nel £ p 
him, 1 Cor. 6 8,9. .8. Thus many a Mifex fpin s-a faire 

thrtd to ftrangle himfelf, both temporally and 
that they would ferioufly think ofthis, beforethecolde a. 
hold iheh bpdicft .and hot hell torment their fonlal beto e 
.death coniewithawritofHafetcrfw, 

a writ of Habeas aninum 3 as once to thatc rich » an d Djibini 

Verf 7 All the labour ,f man U for bu .wwfb]That u > tor * , mm 

raymau^as , m«.aii«le T""—* 

hath herefore given us a little mouth and ftomach»to teacn j ?^en 
hath hefetpregiv^uA ^’^p hktOithefhame of thole v tW Umm ^ 

modt ration, as0oj(}jtem'>va,om^ w, i. 1 . ^ um vtnm m t 

•beaftly beUygocsj.h^glutthcmfelves & %c. 

asif they wemufikin, to that Pope that was called A pe a.Ut V 
ting thttnielvtsyk.EQars, till they,bebtawncd,andhaving« t 
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E/ipbdafpeakethjCe^J pi their flank,. A. man. would chink by their 
greedy and great eating,*bat their throats were whirle-pooles, 
and their bellies bottomlefle: that they were like locufts which 
have but one gut,the AfTe-filh that hath his heart n his belly,or 
the Dolphin that hath.his mouth in his nnw, as Solinus ftith. 
And yet the appetite.it not filled] And yet what birds foeverfly, 
Qnicquithr'b what fifhes foever ftvim, what beads feeder run about, are all 
trnv'jlnit t qtiic- buryed in our bellies,faith Seneca. Hcliogalalus was ierved at 
quidpfciMmna- one f^ppec with 7000 fifhes , and 5000 fo.vies. Heehad 
^arwnd^fcun t, alfo 600 harlots following him in chariots,and yet gave great 
nofirif ’ fepcluur rewards to him that could invent any new pleafli re. His third 
viniribus. was unqu--nchable,his appetite like the hill 2 Etia 3 ever on fire 
after more. Now as in water face anjweretb to face , f> doth theap- 
P>ev 17 petite ofaman to man;weareali as irregular if 3od fuffer us 
to range. 

Verf. 8 . For what hath the wife more Then the foot } ] Nothing at 
all in this vanity of humane nature,that it neede.h ftil newfup- 
ply of nourilbmcntto prelerveic. When a wife man hath eaten 
is he not again hungiy ? and mud not his hunger again 
be fatisfied as well as a foolcs hunger 1 Indeed is any man is 
more wife he is nioreteniperate;he eats to live,r ot lives to eat. 
He needs not much, nor is a flave to his appetite, or to his pa* 
lat. He can feed upon gruell (Tor.1 need j with Daniel . upon 
eoleworts with Ehflsa , upon a cake on the cor les, and a crufe 
of water with Elijah, upon locuft* and wild-bony with the 
Tfiyotnt. Bdptifl } U'pon Barley bread with the DifcipIcs 3 upon an herring 
Mu. a*. $ 8. of tWO as L u thcrflic. This a fool can ill frame to. He eats as 
a beafl with the old world,and feeds without fear, Jud t z. hee 
caters forthefledi, Rom. 13. and overcharge! h it with fur- 
fetting and drunkennefle,LHk.2i .3^ he meafure :l\ not his chear 
by that which nature require th ; but that which greedy 
appetite defireth, as if therein eonfifteth his whole happi* 
nclle. J1 

What hath the poore that knorccth to X9a\ before ibe living’] viz. 
the poore wife man that lives by his wits, can erve tbetime in 
St. Taul's fenfe,(if ever he rticantic there, Rom. 1 ?;. 1 1 .)and make 
anhoncftfbift to rub through the world? whit Hath fuch a 
one more then a Ampler man in thifc particula r Doth not his 
hunger return, his ftomach crave new notirifh -rxenO. AnimantU 
cujujquc vita eflfugd , faith the Philo/opher; Were it not for the 

repair^ 
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repair of nutrition, the naturall life would be foon extingui- 

^Verf. 9. Better is the flght of the eytsgc.li. e. ( as f° m = 

: f ) V ctter it is to over-look dainty dilhes then to ovcr-chai gc 
the ftomach with them* to till the eye then die belly, to giau- 
feScntopampcr-tliii; thoughthat’s «vanity too in - 

the iffue, and may prove a vexation of fpiric ,. may biecd m 
ward inquietation- the bed that c m come ot ^^re^ntancc, 
fell-revenue, 2 Cor. 7. 1 i-as in E pammonias. SymmamM reads 
the words thus, Melius eftpiovidcre 9 qman anMareut libet.BettQc 
it is to provide, then to walk at random. The Septuagmt thus, 

Mcliw V efl vide re quod cup us , quam defideme quo a nejcias. 

Better is it to fee what thotvdefireft, then to defire what thou 
knoweft not. The bed Expofitors make it an anfwei to an 
obiefeion * For whereas the rich man might reply, Better fee 
wealth then bee alwaks Treking it; better have it then hawk 
Tfcer k : The Preacher anfwers,that Milery may befomewhat 
mitigated by this meatus, but never fully cured or cafhci- 

^ Verf. 10. That which hath been is named already ']I Or thus, 

Fhat which is the name of it hath been named already \ viz. Ecc. i.z,,.) 
and it is Known that it is Adam,or earthly man. The: very^motau- 
0n of his name argues him mortall and miieiable; whecher Ue 
bewlftort'ooliftifrich or poor, &c. that alters not the cafc 
Homo 1 urn faidonc, kumanum nihil a me ahenum puto. I^am . 
man; ancl therefore may not tlunk ftrangc of mife^, where- ^ 

unto 1 am born as.the fparks fly upward, 7o*>7- £ ft, fc, 
gets’not that he is a man wil not take it ill that mils bctali ^ &c> ^ 
him faith another. When Francis King of-Fr«acebeing held 
rifoner by Charls Of. Emperour of Germany faw the Emperours 
Motto Plus' Vltra writ ten oil the wall of Ins chamber,He under 
wrote t\\tCewords 3 l-Iodicmihi,cras tibi. Today is my ^rn ia.Mio.loc. 

tomorrow thine. The Emperour ofiftrtd « * , 7i . 

wrote underneath that, F*tMm 'tfebenuMM. Icon «“ 1 * a ?* 
nun, and therefore fubjeft to iniftry. MitfUn Was by the K» 

nounccd one dtUm * contented Amiun, the only PW 
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nun alive, felon preferred the Athenian, ard Cleobu and 
bitus alfo,before rich Cra''tf/,telling him further t iat he might 
x jih be called rich and mighty ,but not Bleffeil, tillhe bad made an 
happy end} and fo confuting his fond ccnceit.of an imaginary 
felicity. The 6m kb when they would call a .man thrice-mi- 
a*. ferable, they call him thrice a man. The Hel rentes whereas 
they name a Bee from the order of her working a Grade* 
?CfC4< ‘ hopper from devouring,an Ant front gnawing, an Adamant 
front ftrokes bearing,a Serpent front curious oblerying,a Horfe 
from neying,kc. they give man his name Adam , from the duft 
whereof he was made,,& Er.ofb lorry-man, lick ofa deadly dif- 
eale, and fo no way fit to contend with God that is much mightier 
then He,to require a reaibn of his judgments, wh ich are fome* 
times fecrct, alwaits juft God hath (hut up all perfons and 
things (as it were dole prifoners) under vanity by an irre- 
liftible decree. To ftrive againft this ftreante. and by hea¬ 
ping riches, honours, pleamres, to leek to break prifon, 
and to withftandGods will is loft labour, Mifery need not go 
to find luch outjthey run to meet their bane: which yet wil(as 
we foy.ottoul weather j conic time enough, .before it is feat 
for. 

Verf. 11. Seeing there tee many things that encreife ] Seeing it 
is in vaitte to w rattle or wrangle with Got, to feek.-to 
ward off his blow, to ntot up ones felfe againft his fire: 
Why fliould vaine man contend with hjs , Maker? Why 
fhould hee beat, him felfe to. Both, as the forges of the fea 
doe againft the rock ? Why fhould he (Jik: the untamed 
heifer unaccuftomed to the yoke) :ga]l his reck by wrig- 
ling ? make his croifes heavier tbtn Cod ntak:s them , by 
croflenefle and impatience? The very Heathen could tell him 
-that 

-- —Dcus crudeliut.urit 

<guos videt invites fuccutu/ife ft it. 

God will have the better of tbofe that contend with 
him : and his owne Reafon will tell him , that it is 
' not fit that God fhoiikl caft downe ,the bucklers fiift : 
-and that the deeper a ntan : tvades th^ ntor- hee fodi bee 
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Verf 12 , For who knmetb what is good for man ) Hee may 
think this and that to be good, but is ( moftlyjmiftaken and 
difappointed. Ambrofe hath well obferved (hat other crea¬ 
tures are led by the inftinft of Nature, to that which' is good 
forthent The Lion when he is lick, cures hintfelf by devou¬ 
ring^ Ape; the Bear by devouring Ants, the wounded Dear, 
bv feeding upon Dittany, &c. Xu igr.oras , 0 bemo , r media tug , 
but thou O man knowtft not what is good for thee. Hee 
hath (bowed thee, Oman, what is good , faith the Prophet 5 and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but this , (in ftead of raking 
riches together ) to doejujils, and to love mercy, and ( in ftead of 
contending with him) to humble thy Jclfe to wali^e with thy God> 


^Fcr who can tell aman what fball be after him ] When the worms 
Hull be fcrambling for his body, the devils (haply ) for his 

foul, and his friends for his goods.AfalfeJeluitcpubhlhed in 

print,fome years after QJJizdttb's death,that (he dyed defeat- a 'f. 

rin ft and that (he wilhcdlhemight after hcrdeath,hanga while v}m 

in the aire,to fee what driving would be for her Kmgdome: I f oim cer p QT( 
loved the man (Taid Ambrofe of Iheedofw ) for this, that when jbivemur rr.agis 
hedyed-he was more affefted with care of the Churches good, * EccJrfimn 
then ofhis own. J a ' u,&r ' 
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A good name is better then f redout ointmn:. 

\; Ea then great riches, Prov.22. i. See the Note. Theinkl. 

• 1 all letter of the Hebrew word for Good here, is bigger then 

ordinary 5 to (hew the more then ordinary excellency of a 
good nameand fameamongft men. Ifwhatloc'er Djwddoth 
oleafc the people, if M*r; Magdalcris coft upon Carift bee well 
fpukeia of in all thcChnrchcs, if the Romans Fa th bee famous 
throughout the whole world, if Demetrius have a good report 
of all good nien,and St. John fet his feal to it: this muft needs 
bee better then precious Ointments * the one bring but a per- 
fume of the noftrils, the other of the heart; Sweet ointment, 
Mum afficit, ifintumtefieit, cerebrum juvat, afters the imd ,re- 
frdV.eth the fpirit, comforts the brain ; A good name doth all 
this and more : For 1. as a fragrant icent, kaff.-fts the foul, a- 
midft the flench of evill courft s and companies: It is as a trdh 
gale of fwcet air to him that livesras Noah aid)among filch a* 
are no beter then walking dunghills ,& living iepu chers of them- 
fclvcs, {linking much more worfe then Lazarus aid,aftcr he had . 
lain four days in the grave. A good name preierveth the Ipul 
as a Ponunderrand retrefheth it more then musi or civet doth 
the body. 2. It comforts the confidence and exhilarates the 
heart ; cheers up the mind am id fl all dificourag :ments,and fat- 

teth the bones, Prov. 15.30. doing a man good tike a medicine. 

And i\ hcras Iweet Ointments mdy becoriuptec by dead fiycs,a 
good name, proceeding from a good confidence, cannot bed io. 
Flv blown it may bee for a fiealon, and fomcv, hat obfcuredi 
but as the Moon wades out ofa cloud, to Hull rhe Saints mno- 
cency break forth as the light and their rightcoufindfie as the 
nooii- day 1 Pfal> 376. Buiyed it may bee in tf e ofcnJtfuUhers 
of evil! l hr bates, but it (hall furdy rite again: A Remm&ion 
there frail be of names as well as of.-bodies at 1 he la ft day, at 
nfn-oft. But ufiually a good name comforts a Chnflian at his 
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dbth, andcoiititiiies after it.. For tKpugK; the najntrofJfef - " T 

wicked fhall rot, his lampe fhall be put "out in gbficurity, and 
leave a vile fnuffebehinde it, yec the righteous fhall be had in 
everlafiing re'membrance,they fhall leave their names tor a blef- ^ 

** AnJtbe day of death, then the day of ones birth'] f The Greekes call 

a mans birth-day,Y-^w quafi y&m i$Kwv ' the '[beginningoj 

bisNativity, they call the begetting of bis mifery. Uan that is born of 

woman is born to trouble, faith Job, chapa4.1f.Thfc word there 

niidred Born fignifieth alfio generated or foiimt^ r to pote that • 

nian is miferable even fio fioone as-fihee is warm Jn the 

iomb, as T>avid hath it Pfal. 51. 5. )If hee lives to fee the 

lfeht heccomes crying into the world,*’a fietu mtam anfpkatur , Ad Uarc.c^ 

faitH Seneca: in fo much as the Lawyers define Ufeby cry inland 11. 

a flid-born child is all one as dead in Law. Only Zor-oafter is 

faid to have been born laughing j but that laughte* was both IuJhnJtM. 

monftrous arid ominous. For hefirfl found out the black Art, 

Which yet profited him not fio far as to the vain felicity of this 
prefent life. For Being King of the Baarians , hee was.overcome 
and (lain in battle by tJinm King of the Adrians. St. Auftin 
who relates tills ftory, faith of mans firft entrance into the. 

World, Nondum loquitur &tamen profhetat .Ere ever achild fpeaks, 
hee brophefies, by his tears,of his enfuing farrows, Nee prius 
natus quatn damnatus, No fooneris hee born, but hee is condem- ' 
ned to the Mines or Gallyes as it were of finne and . funding. 

Hen ccSolomn here, preforms bis Coffin before-his Cradle, And 
there was fome truth,in that faying of the Heathen, Opthnam eft , 
rM nafei, proxiinum quatn celerrme mod -.- For wicked men it had 
been beft not to have been born,or,being born to dye quickly* 
fith by living long they heap UR.firft finne, and then wrath a- 
gainft the day of wrath. , ,A? for good men, there’s ; no doubt, 
but the day of death is beft, tqxiiem A hecaure. it is thq 4 v*bre 4 kfit . j -fr r 
ttetnal! r'ighieoufnfjpy and after a fipxt byaidgs that- fyijttfyr ftidj _ 

gives t\\cm,Mafomk'ddeniftionm,b.onorum\'onemjveedom from 
all evill, frUitibn .of all gqp^. ; Hen^e dje Ancie^ Father 
' called thqfc day s, wherjein .the Martyrs fuftcf e/ljthcxr. klMrdpf# " 
becaufethenthey live Indeed: her?-ta, . 

to ly e a dy ing- Etefnall m is cm ^ W 

* Veff 2. It is bettertogpejothejhcuje of msurnin&JTQithe term- 
m bonkfas they terra it)where a dead Corps is laid forth for 
K k buryall 
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buryall, and in tfyat refpcft wetping and wayling. wkich is one 
r+rtfu&t***- of the dues of the deatij^whofc bodyes are fowen in corruption 
and watered tUUaflywiik tears. It is better therefore to lore 
with fuchj vto mingle'with mourners, to follow the Herfe, to 
weepwi^thofe. that weep, toviflt the heavy hearted, (this 
being ^fpeciajl means of mortification) then to goe to the 
hoaleof feafting, where is nothing but joy and jollity, flaying 
Oxen awhkil ling Sheep, eating flefh and drinking wine, yea 
therefore eating andchlnking, becaufe to morrow they fhall 
Strctantpiii dye. Ede,bibe,tttfdc;,poft mortem nul'avoluptas. Whit good can 
vsx.beHuinih bee gotten anrongft liich Iwinifh Epicures ? Whai: found reme¬ 
dy againff lifes Vanity V It is tar better therefore i o goe to the 
houleofmourhin^, where a man may be moved withcompaf- 
lion,, with compunftiori,withdue and deep confideration of 
his dolcfulland dying condition ; where heemay heare dead 
Abell by adumbe eloquence preaching and prelflr.g this necef- 
lary but much neglefted le/Ton, that this ii the ent of all men, and 
the living fbould lay it to hearty or (as the Hebrew he tn it) lay it 
upon hit heart, work it upon his affeftions, inditur'ts eft il/ud uni- 
mo fuo } fo T remellius renders it,he will fo mind it £ s to make bi-5 
lob jcr.j j. • belt ule ©fit, fo as to fay with Job ,1 know that the i wilt bring me 
rfdl.fri, f. tmto death. And with David, Beheld thou haft made my dayet as a 
fpan,&c .and as Mojes who when he iaw the peoples carcafts fall 
iofaftin the Wildcrnefle,Lord teach &/,faid he, jo to number our 
Tfil.yyi i. dayes,i» to caufe our hearts , (of themfelves never a w hit willing) 
to come n wijdome. . 

Verf3. Sorrow is hater then laughter"] Here'fasl ikewifeinthe 
two former verfes) is a Collationr&: pialatio»,S< rnw> or ittdig- 
nation conceived' for finhe is better then laughter, i.<\ carnalland 
profane mirth. This is «meJtoyv a j j)j a zianztn 

lpeaks iiranother cafe, a. Paradox to the world, but fiich as 
may fooner and better he proved then thole Paradoxes of the 
ancient Stoitka. The world is aperfett Granger to the truth, 
of this&cred pofition, as being all fet upon the merry Pin, and 
having fo farre banilhed fadhefie, as that they arc no lefle ene¬ 
mies to feriotrinefle, then the old Romanes were t j the name of 
thc.Tarqitms .Theft Pkiliflins cannot fee how out of tbit Eatyr can 
com Meat) and out of this Strong,Street, how any ma n froulci rea- 
lonably perfwade them to turn their laughter in :o mourning 
sad joy into heavinefle,J<jma 4,9. A pound of grief,fay they, 

will 
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will not pay an ounce of debt, alittle mirth is worth a great 
Z of forrow : therels nothing better then tor a man to eat 
and drink, andt^bbtarWfat.-SfiritwCatotaaar ,Sm>ysm,. 
lm Miaa (a Popith Prove.be) to bee precife and godly is to 

bid adueto ail mirth and jollity, andto fpend his days in hat- 

vnclie and honour. Thisis the judgment of the road world, 
cverbefide it felfe in point of Salvation. But wbatfauhoiir 
Preacher who had the experience of both, and could beft tel 1 ? 
Sorrow ts better, for itmakgs the heart better: It betters the better 
part, and is therefore compared to fire that purgeth out the 
Lode of firnie, to water that walheth out the dregs of fm, yea 
to eye water, fturpe but foveraigne. By waftungin thefc trou¬ 
ble! waters the confcience is cured, and Gods 

fed By feeding upon this bitter-fweet root, Gods peniten¬ 
tiaries Ire fenced againft the temptations ot Satan, the coe¬ 
mption of their own heartland the allurements of dusprefent 
cvfll world. Thefe teares drive away the DeviU much better 
then Holy.water, as they called it; they q^chHcll flam , 
andas April'(bowers they bring on a 
both of grace, 1 Pet.$.$ .and of glory ,>.4.1 4-Wbat an il match 
therefore make our Mirth-mongers,that purchafe laughter ma- 
ny times with ftanie, lofle,m^ 

diftrefc, damnation,that hunt after it to hell,and light a can 
die at the DeviU for lightfomeneffeof heart,^ A ^‘ 

houfes, Brothel-houfc?, conventicles ot MoctfellowflujCn 
full and unfcafonablfij fports, and other vain fooleries, m 
the froth Whereof is bred and fed that worm that never dy es. A 

mnkneetefi danger when bee h mofi merry, laid 

«f F-T-*fc (faith another Reverend Man) 
that he might btn build him another - but that,as th * cb,rdof 
radile, hee might alwayes be uponthe w, ^? u a "^f d Xe ed 
taken r never leave groaning and grieving ull hcc be delivered. 
This will bring him a Paradifeoffweete^ 
for the lengthening of his tranquillity and confoUtion, 

27. Oh how fweet a thing is it, at the f«tof j.fus, to ftapd ; 
wetping, to water them with teao, todrythtmutthfishe*,, 
and to kifle them with our mouths ! Only thofe that have made j, 
tor eyes a Fountaine to waft. Chrift. feet .n. may looke . 
to ’ have ChriSi heart a Fountaine to bathe the.r foule. 
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- Vert. 4. The biart ojthe wife if in the boufe of mourning] Hee 
gladly makes ufe of all good means of minding hi? mortality: 
and holds ii: an high point of heavenly wifdome/o :o do.Hence 

- he frequents funerals, mingles with mouriVers, hears stiam muta 
olamare cadaveray makes evef tonfb a teacher, every monument a 

fZnwnS'"'- ^ nitor > ^y eahim doiVn In his he'd, as in his grave, looks upon . 
ientu, ■ ’ his fheets,as his winding-fheet. Vtjomntis moriis,fic le&nj imago 
fepukhri. If hee hears hut the clock ft like, fees the jlaffc runne 
our, it is as a Death's-kdd to preach Moment* mori to him 5 hte 
remembers the dayes ofdarkntfle, as Solomon bids, Ecc/ef. 11 .8, 
a&s death aforehand,takes up many fad andferious thoughts of. 
it, and makes it his continual! pra&ift Co to doe, as Tobznd Da¬ 
vid did. The wifer Iewes digd their graves long before,as that 
old Prophet, 1 Kinds 13. 30, lofcpboC Arimatbeah&l his in his 
garden, to feafon his delights. 1 dm Patriarch of Alexandria. 
(firnamed ’ Eliemoffnariuj for his bounty to the pour ) having 
hiltomb in bufldrngjgave his people charge it ihoulc be left un- 1 
finifhed , and that every day one fhould put him inminde to 
perfeft it, that hee might remember his mortality. The Chri- 
ifians in feme part of the Primitive Church took the Sacrament 
every day, becaufe they looked to dye every d. y. Anftin 
would notfer the gain of a million of worlds bee an Atheift 
for half an houre, beCaufe hee had no certainty of iiis life for 
Quid hie facto? fo fhort a time. His mother Mw/Va was heard oft tc lay , How 
Aug. is it that I am herefrill V The women of the/lfle oCMan (faith 

Ideof Man S f ied ) ‘Whenfocver they goe out of their doors, gird themfelves- 

Jbbridg. about with the winding-fheet that they purpofe tobsc buryed 
Atift. inf to'(hew themfelves mindful! of their mortality. The Phi. 

Iclopher affirmes that man istherefose the wifelf cf creatures, 
becaufe hee alonecan number. Brttta nonnumerant this is an 


yji/jo.ia. 


pfperej dt 
btgduno. 


effentiall difference $ but efpecially in that divine / rithmcticke 
of Co hnmbrlng his days as to apply bis heart to wifdome. This fpcaks 

him wife indeed, right in his judgement, right ulfo in his affr- 
ftibhs; This will render him l ight in hispra&ife too ; as it 
did ^'d«/themerchantofLyon8: who feeing one fadainly 
fall down dead before himjbecameantwmanjandcbiefof thofe 
olcIPfoteftants, the poors men of Lions £ ailed alfo ffa Idenfes from 
thjs ‘Walchts.f 

But the heart of fooks is in the boufe of mirth ] See t he Note on 
YCrfe 3. As the kart of the wicked is light and little wo *tb , fo it is 


fVev. 
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iheir trade to hunt after lying vanites, fa* the child doth after 
Butter-flyes) to rejoyce in a thing of nothing, Amos 6.13. hee 
ivilders away his time, ei ther in weaving fpiders webs or hatch¬ 
ing Cockatriceegges, $. frothor-filth, Mar. 

7.22.) is their recreation. Sad and ferious thoughts they ba- 
nifh 5 and therefore love not to bee alone. They hate to heare 
of that terrible word death : as Lewis ii. of France commanded 
his. fervants not once to mention it to him, though he lay upon 
his death bed. They live and kuglvas if they were out of the 
reach of Godsrod, or ae if their liyes were rivetted upon Eterni¬ 
ty. They can fee death in other mens brows and vifages, not 
feel it in their own bowels andbofomes, When they behold a- 
ny laid in their graves, they can {hake their heads and fay.This 
hit wee mud all come to i but after a while all’s forgotten: As 
water ftirred with a ftone caft in to it,hath circle upon circle on 
thefurface for prefent; but by and by all is fmooth as before. As 
chickens in a ftorm hafte to bee under the Henswing: but, 
when that’s a little over,they lyedufting themfelves again in the 
(hun-lhine. So it is here.Good thoughts fall upon.evil! hearts,as 
fparks upon wet tinder: or if they kindle there,fools bring their 
buckets to quench'them,runne into merry company to drink,or 

• otherwife drive akvay thofe troubleloms heart-qiulmes and me¬ 
lancholy dumps (as they call them.) This is to excell in mad- 
re(Tej&c.See the Note on Prov. 1 o.a 3. 

Verf. 5. It is better to bear the rebukd of the wife] Sharpe truth 
takes better with an honeft heart,then a fmooth fupparafitation. 
Seneca compares flattery toa fong orfyinphony : but it is a Sy- 
ms fonfoz&d our cares muft bee ftopt to it: for like the poyfon 

, of Afpes it cafts one intoa fleep, but that deep is deadly. Thofe ^ 

that had the Sudor Ang'icus or fweating ficknefle dyed aflliredly,if 
fuffered to ileep : thole then were their bed friendsthat kept, 
them waking, though haply they had no thanke for it: So 
arc wife and mercifull reprover?. F.tithfull are thefe wounds of 
a friend, Brev$.>i6. See the.Note there, David was full glad cf 
them, Yjal. 14T.5. So was Gerjon, who never tooke any thing 
more kindly, f faith hee that writes his life) then to b:e plainly 

• (halt with. The Bee can fuck fweetHony out of bitter Thyme, 
yeaoiitcfpoylbuous Hemlock: So can a wife man make bene- 

■' fit of his friends, nay of his enemies. Itisgoodto havefriends 
(as the Oratour (aid of Judges) medo audiant (fts. fentiwit fo 
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they dare deal freely : this an enemy will doe for fp te, and m*. 
lice, though it be an ill ludge,yet is a good Informer. A ft ft in 
in an Epiltlc co Hi<rome i approves well of him that laid, there 
is more good to bee gotten by enemies rayling , then friends 
flattering. Thefe fing Satane lullaby,fuch as catts ir.to a deadk- 
thargy j and (hould therefore bee (erved at Alexander the Great 
ferved a certain Philofopher whom hee chafed ou: of his pre* 
fence,andgave this reafon, becaufchee hadlived long with him, 
and never reproved any vice in him. Or as the fat )e Akxandit 
dealt by Aiifiobuhss the falfe Hiftorian.tvbo had written a book 
of hi* noble A&s 3 and had magnified them beyond t :uch,hoping 
thereby to ingratiate and curry fa? out -.Alexander ha /jrig read the 
Book caft it into the river Hyd*fpis 3 and told the Auj hour it were 
Curt. a good deed to throw him after, ghfi [Jut tut jv fugnanttm 
fads. 

Verf. 6. For attbecracklingeftbarnes Hndtrapst] Mtjch noife, 
lietlefire: much light, little heat: So hercis much mirch. liptle 
caufc: a blaze it may yeeld, bur is fodainly extin© : this blaze 
is alfo under a pot: the gallantry of it is checkt with troubles 
andterrours, it is infincere many times, it iabutth thypoenfieof 
mirtb } as one calls ic. It is truly and trimly here compared to a 
bandfuli of brufh wood or fear thorn under the p it. Scquw 
Aful. do vidifiifiammamjiipula exortamfl&ro firtpitu 3 Urge f iigort 3 cito in - 

crementp ) fedenim materia leviycadnco wctndio t mllii ri liqttiifj (akh 
. •'\t ' Apultjus: a very dainty defeription ofcarnall joy, md agreeable 
to this text. And herewith alfo very wcl fuits that o ' the P falmifi 
\ Pfal.5i.9- Before jour pots can fcele tbe tbornes , bee fialltal^tbtvt way withd 

• __ _ . - 1 wbirleianndy both living a* din bis wrath Fooles tliemfelves are 

but thornes twilled and folded together, Nahum. 1.10. briers, 
Mie.7.4.bramble?, luJg.9.1^. Their laughteris aIfd fitly com¬ 
pared to chorns.becaute itchoaksgood motions, frratcheth the 
confidence, harbours the verminc of bafe and bagg.ge lulls. And 
as themfclvcs(like thorns) Hull be thrull away and utterly burnt 
with lire In the fame place, 2 Sam.33.6. So their joy foon ex¬ 
pire! h,and proves to bee rather desolation then cc nfolation; a* 
lightning is followed with rending and roaring 5 as Comet* 
ouc-blaze the very (lars,but when their exhaled ma tter is walled, • 
they vanifo and fill the aire with peftiltnt vapours. The Prophet v 
Amos telleth the wicked that their Sun (hall goe down at noon¬ 
day, cbap.2,9. Surely as metalls are then aeareft 1 aeltingj when 
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they (bine brighteft in the fire: and as the fillies fwim merrily * 

downthetilvcr-lhea-neiof Jrdjn 3 til! they fodainly fall into 

the dead Sea, where patently they perifh: So it fares with thefe 

merry Gretas; thatfieare when they fhould feare, and laugh 

when they fliould lament. Wat to you that laugh , faith lui 6.15. 

Chrilb How fodaincly arc they put out a* the fire of i>fal.n$. l2i 

^ Verf 7. Surely opprejfion mafyb a wifi man mad] vis:. Till fiich 
time as hcc hath recol efted himfelf, and fummoned the fobTte- 
ty ofhis lenf s before his o wn; judgement: till he hath realoned 

himfelfe and prayed himfelf out of hisdiilemper, a s David did, 

pf a l. 7$. Anger isa fhort madnefle,fury a phrenfy : and who fo 
apprehenfive of an injury as the wiiemanfand whofowife* as 
not lometimes to bee over-carrycd by his paffion to his coftlOp- 
preffion may exprefle that from the meekeft iMofes, that he may 
forely repent, but knows not how toremedy.. Angeranteverts 
reafon in the wifcfl fometimes, and efpecially incaie of calum¬ 
ny, (for the eye and the good name will beare no jefts,a* the 
Proverb hath it) A man can better beare a thultch on the back, 
then a touch on the eye. You fhall finde feme, faith Ersfmus^ t 

that it death be threacned,can defpife it: but to be belyed, they 
cannot brook, nor from revenge containe themfelve*. How 
could we digell that calumny (might Erafmus welhhinke then) 
thathee bafely caftsupon our Profeffion in his Epiftle to Bilz- 
btldusAJbV.mffUi regtat hntbtrUiyibi liter arum efi interims: duo tan- 
\HmqH£rnnt , ctnfuxn>& «xtrtm. Wherefoevcr Luther prevaiies, 
learning goes down •’ wealth and wives is all they lodke after. 

How ill himfelfe, with all his wifdome, could endure this kind 
ofoppreftton, appears by hi s Hyperajpiflti, and many other his 
Apologies (fo; by his playing on both hands, me EvangtUeo- Amnia in An- 
rum vitavit cMttraSy rtc apudEpifcopos & Monachal gratiam inivit) tibarb.pnfai.j 
hee was beaten on both (ides, which made him little leffe then 
wad: and ic was but juft upon him. Davids griefwa*, that his 
enemies traduced and abufed him without can't. Job and Jertmie 
make the fame comphint,and were much troubled. Defamati¬ 
ons they knew well, doe ufuallyleave a kind of lower eftimati- 
on many times, even where they are not beleeved. Hence Pauls 
• apologies and felf-eommendation^ven to fufpitiem of piadnefle Cahimmare m- 
almoft. Hence BafiMnan Epifth ad BoJpbcr:tr*fpif cod : ghto P u ‘ 
tManimummnm aeloreaffecit jama columnist i'Jiuscpam mtbi otfude 

runt. 
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runt qsfdam, non mtimtcs Indium ptrditurm mms UttHentii 
mn&acitim'l T am videlicet ut props mam nsHem infimem dukerim^ 

0rc. with what grief doft thou think (faith Hee ) did that ca- 

il lumny oppreffe my minde, which fbme (not fearing’thejudge 5 
that lhall deft roy all them that/peak lyes) did caft upon mee? 
Even fo much that I flept not almoft all the night 5 fo had the 
apprehended fadnefle pofleffed the fccrcts of mine heart, 

- Sec. 

And a giftdejiroyetb tbe heart } i.e. Corrupts it, makes it blind^ 
/ y and fodeftroyes it: as the Eagle; lights upon the Harts hornes; 

tn>V ' * fjuttersduft in his eys,andfo by blinding him brings him to de- 

ftruftion.See DeKMG.19.with the Note.Let a judge be both wife 
(lor hirunderftanding) and righceousffor his will) a gift will 
id arre all, as it is there: it datfdkch the eyes, and .uaketh a wife 
raanmadd. 

V.8.jBd/£f is the endof a thing thenthe begimingjNo 1 igbt judgment 
can bee.made of any thing, uhle/le we can fee the ;nd of it. God 
Teenies oft togo a contrary wayl to work: but by that time both 
. ends be brought together^ is a* it (hould be,and it appears that 
he doth al things in nuniberjWeighr, and meafure.We may fearn 
(faid Mr. Hooper Marty r in a certain letter exhorting to patience) 
hy things that nourifli and-maintain us, both m jat,and drink, 
to what ioathfome and abhorring they come unto, before they 
* work their pe; fe&lon in us, FrPm life they beef fought to the 

fire; and clean altered from what they were, when they were a- 
live: from the fire to the trencher and knife$and all to be hack- 
ed/frpni the trencher to the mouth, and as (mail ground as the 
tfcethfcan grind them : from the mohch into the ftomack, and 
tlietefoboyledanddigeliedbcfofe'they.noiirifh, that whofeever 
faw the fame would loath and abhor hie own no arilhment, till 
itconie to perfection. But as a man looktth forthe nourifhment 
qfhis meac,whcnit is fulldigeftcd, and not befoi e, fo muff he* 
look for deliverance when hee hath fuffered much trouble, 2nd 
for Salvation wh*n hee hath pafTed through the firait'gate, &c. 
Let the wifeman look to theend^and to the right which in the 
end God will dOe him, in thedeftru&ionofhisc ppreffoursjand 
fyb. }. this wiy patient hit heart,: and heaie his difiemp er, Wee have 

beardofitb&patKVceQflob'i indxvbat end tke Lordmzde with hini.Bee 
yee al jo patient? you (hall fhortfy have help, if yec hold out wai¬ 
ting. Marb l tbt#prigbt matt and bebr/d tbe j*fl, for (whatever 
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his beEinning or his middle be) the endofthat man k peace, Pfitl. {j 

27 27, Only hecnmfthold ouc Faith and Patience : and not ^ 

fall off from good beginnings; for as the evening crowneth the \ 
day* and as the grace of an Interlude's In the laft Scene 5 fotc \ 

is conft<mcy that crowneth all graces, and hee only that contt- < 

tmed to the end, to (hall be Tawed. Laban was very kind at firft, v 

but hee (hewed himfeife at parting. Sauls three firftyeares-were X 

eood. Lidas carried himfeife faire j ufqutad leculorum effiewm, ^ 

faith TertuHi till the bag was committed to him. Many let N. 

out for heaven with as much Teeming refolution, as Lots Wile ^ 

did out of Stidem : as Orpbab did out of Moab: as the young ^ 

man in the Gofpell came to Chrift. But after a while they fall a- 
way,they (table at the croffe and fall backwards. Now to fuch 
it tnay well be fai 1 , T be end is W then the beginning [.Betterithad -^TX, 

been for fuch never to have known the way of God, &c. Chrift f ^ N 
• loves no lookers back: See how hee thunders againft them,***. l .. 

10.25,27.38,39. So doth Sc. Paul againft the galatians, ^becaufe 
they did run »-e//.,but lying down in that heat they caught a fur- X 

fet,and fell into a Confumption ja i du.i.a, ^ 

i- And tbe patient in fpirit is bitter then the Pride is the ~V 

mother of impatiency, as infidelity is of pride. The juft M X 

live bjfaith, live upon promifes, reverfions, hopes, wait delivc- X 

ranee, or warn if, if God «ill have it fo.But his foul which (for 
want of faith toballaftit) is lifted up, andfo prefumes to fee , 

God a time wherein to comeornever come, 2 Kwgib. 33. is 
not upright in himtfome things he doth, as it were a mad man, 
not knowing or greatly caring what hee doth,faith£r rgorj. He 
frets at God, and miles at men’, layes about him on all Greyer 
hands, and never ceafeth till in that diftemperature hee deparc 
the world, which fo oftentimes himfeife had diftempered, 
as the Chronicler concludes the life of our Henry the le- 

C ° Verf. 9. Pee net baf*} in tbj Spirit to bee angry ] Tbe hafty man - 
(wee fay) never wants woe. For wrath is an evill coanfelloar, 
and inwrappeth a man in manifold troubles, mifchiefes,ahd mi- 
feries. It makes man a like the Bee (that vindiftive creature) 
which to be revenged, lofeth her fting and becomes a dronemr 

like Tamar,who to be even with her Father m Law,dcfiled him _ 

. and her felfe with inceft. Ceafe thereforTfrom anger, and for- 
? Take wrath; fret not thy felf in any wife to doe cvdl. P>A 37 ;^ 


y Z A CwtHevtary or Exception upon Chap. VII. 

Atheno dor us counfelkd Auguflus to determine nothing ra/hly, 
when hee was angry, till hee had repeated the C'ree £ Alpha- 
bet .Ambro\e taught ‘Iheodoftus, in that cale,to repeat the Lords 
Prayer. What a lhame is it to lee a ChrilUan aft i ike Hercules 
furens , or like Solomons fool that calls fire-brands, or as that De- 
moniack, Aiarluz.^.ont ofmeafure fiercc.That Demonack was 
among the tombes,but thefe are among the livings and nioleft 
thofe moft,tbat are neareft to them. 

For anger reftetb in the bofom of fooler'] Ru(h it may Into a wife 
mansbofora, but not reft there, lodge there,dwelithere. And 
only where it dwells, it domineer?, and that is only, where a 
fool is matter of the family. Thunder, haile, tempeft, neither 
trouble nor hurt celeftiall bodies. See that the Sun goe not 
downe upon this evill gueft:fce that the foul be not fowredor 
impured with it: for anger corrupts the heart,as leaven doth 
Ans EpiJl.iy. t jj e jump, or vinegar the veflell, wherein it doth con¬ 


tinue. 

Verf. io. Say not thou, What is the caufel &c.~] T.iis (faith an 
%/TtngT. Interpreter)^ the continuall complaint of the wicked moody, 
and the wicked needy. The moody Papift would murder all 
the godly: for they be Canaaaites andHdgarens.Th: needy pro¬ 
fane would murther all the rich,for they arelyons in the grate. 
ThusHe. It is the manner and humor of too many (laithano- 
D. Jtrmm t h er ) w h Q W ould be thought wife, to condemne the times in 
an impatient difeontentment againft them, clpeci illy if them- 
fclvcs do not thrive,or be not favoured in the times,as they de- 
lire,and as they think they Ihould be* And thefe Malccontcnts 
are commonly great Queftioni fcjybat'j the caufe fiytbey,&c. It 
might be anfwered, Inpromptu cauja e/?.Themfclves ire the caufe: 
for the times are therefore the worle,becaufe they ere no better. 
Hard hearts make hard times. But the preacher anfwcrs better 
I'kou doji not wifely enquire concerning this.tf.cf.The objeftion is idle, 
and once to have recited it,is enough to have confuted it,Oh if 
wee had been in the dayes of our Fore-fathers, (laid thofe hy¬ 
pocrites, Mattk.2 3.30.) great bufinefle wouldhav<:beene done. 
Ey,no doubt of it, faith our Saviour, wh^n as you fill up the 
meafure of your fathers finnes, and are every whu: as ;good at 
refilling of the Holy Ghoft, as they were, AS. 7.51. Or if 
there were any good heretofore more then is nov r , it may bee 
GBk . faid of thefe }fi\efoo(es, as it was anciently of Vemfhenes, that 
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he was excellent at praifing the worthy a&sof Anceftours, not 
fo at imitating of them. In all ages ofthe world, there wet e 
complaints of the times, and not altogether without caufe. ^5. 

Henoch the leventh from Adam complained, fo did Noah, Lot, Pituarcb. 

Mofcs, and the Prophets, Chi lli the Arch-Prophet and all his 
Apo files, the Primitive Fathers and Profelfors ofthe truth.The 
common cry ever was 0 tent? or a ! 0 mores ! Num EcclefmjUM de- 
relmit Dominies 1 laid Bafill, Hath the Lord utterly left his 
Church ’ Is it now the laft houre ’ Father Latimer fa w fo much 
wickednefle in his dayes, that hee thought it could not be, but 
that Chrift mult come to judgement immediately : like as ti¬ 
mer i US a Monk of Malmefbury from the fame ground gatheie t e 
certainty of Antichrifts prefent reign. What pit.full com¬ 
plaints make Bernard, Bradwardine , Everard Archbijhop of Can¬ 
terbury (who wrote a Volume called Objurgatorium tempom, 
therebuke ofthe time) Petrarch, Mantuan, Savanarola t &c. in 
the time of Pope Clement 5, Frderic^Kingof Sicily was fo far 
offended at the ill government ofthe Church, that hee called 
into qUeftion the truth ofthe Cftriftian Religion, till hee was 
better rcfolved and fetled in the point by Arnolds de Villa nova, Rev j e • 

who Ihewed him that it was long fince foretold of thele latt Pont. 
and loo fell times, that iniquity ftiould abound, that men 
Ihould beproud,lewd,heady high minded,&c.i T;.4.1.8c 2 Tim. 
a.i,2,3, 4 .Lay afide therefore thefe frivolous enquiries,and dif- 
contented cryings out againft the cimes,which (in fame feme) 
reflect upon God the Authour oftimes (for can there bee evill 
in an Age,and he hath not done it’) and blelfing God for our 
Gofpell-privHedges, (whichindeedIhoulddrownall.ourdll- 
contents) let every one mend one, and then let the world , 

runne its circuits,take its courfe, Vadat mundus quevulf.namvud . ; 

vadere quo vult, faith Luther bluntly. Let the world go whiai J ;■ 
it will: for it will go,which way it wilLThe thing that hath . •, 

been is that which (hall bee, 8tc. Ecc/ef.a.fcio. tuftc deles vive- 
re, utfemperfulentes dies meliores tibi fint quam pratenti, laith a 
Fathcr,Thou (houldeft fo live,that thy laft days may be thy belt 
days,and the time prefent better to thee,then the by-paft was 
to thofe that then lived. .. ;'Vtiliorefifapi- 

Verf. 11. tPifdom is good with an inheritance] So it is without entia eum divi - 
it: but not fo good,becaufe wealth is both an ornament, an in- ttit : S o iU* 
flrumcnt,and an tncontagement to wifdomf. Ariftiiis (faith stpn. lj|«, i 
L 1 2 riHm 
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Tlutartk ) Aandered and made juftice odious by his poverty : as 
if it were a thing that made men poore, and were mare profita¬ 
ble to others, then to him that ufeth it. God wi 11 noc have 
Wealth alwaicS entailed to wifdome, that wifdone may bee 
admired for it felt; and that it may appear, that the love and 
feivice of the Saints is not mercenary and mere t rufous. . But 
Gpdlinefle hath the promifes of both lives. And the nghtc-cuj 
'{hall leave inheritance to bisfohildreris children. Or it he do 
not fo, yet he {hall leave thenva better thing : for by wifdome 
(ab ft rafted from wealth ) there is profit, or, it is more, excellent or 
better (as the Hebrew word (ignifies ) as the Apoftle in another 
cafe, rfndyct (lew lyoua wore excellent way, vizxh&t graces are bet¬ 
ter then gifts: So here, that wiidome is better then wealth. 
And if Jacob may fee his children the work^tf Cod} hand.yf ramed and 
fitted by the word of Gods grace (the twjifoffl of Col in a try fiery) 
this would better preferve him from confufion, and his face 
from waxingpale, then it he could make his children princes in all 

lands-f y ea 5 this will make him to fanftifie Gods name, yea, to 

{anftifte the HolyOne,and with fingular encouragement from 
the Godof lfrael, 29.22, 23. 

Verf. 12. For wijdome is a defence, and money ,&c. Heb.ajbadm , 
viz, to thofe that hare fecn the fun,(as in the former verfe>nd 
arcfcorched with the heat of it, that are under the mi (cries 
and moleftations of life : Wifdome in this cafe is awl/of dc- 
fence, and a well of life : Money alfo is a thorn-hedge , of very 
good life, Job 1.10. fo it be fee without the afi eft ions, and 
get not iHto the heart,as the Plurifces hfavt did, I »4 t\. 41. 
their riches were got within them, and by choal.ing the iced. 


kept wifdome out. , 

Wiidome givelh life to them that have it ] For God is both a bun 
and a fhield or (hadow; he will give grace anc glory, &C. 
Vial. 8a. 11. Life in any fenfe is a i'weet mercy; but the. life 01 
grace and of glory may well challenge the prec ellencV : No 

marvell therefore though wifdome beare away the bell from 

Wealth, which as it ferves only to the ufes of life natural!; 
To being rtufuftd, it drowns many a foul in pad tron and de- 
ftruftion,! T im.6.9. and proves the root of all e"ill 9 l6.wr.io. 
yea it takethaWay the life of the owner thereof, "rev. 1.19. bee 
iHcffote thefe. It is confeffed, that Wealth fou f times giveth 
life to them that have itjCis it did to thofe io lews that hadtrea- 
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of the dregs with the wicked, Ferre mino-avolo, ne graviora fi¬ 
rm. That was a very good faying of Emmeries ( who was 
ever better ac praifing of vertue then at praftihng of it) good 
nft n fhould ever doe the beft,and then hope the beft. But it any 
thing happen worfe then was hopedfor, let that which God 
will havcdone,be born with patience. 

Verf. 14. In the day of profyer it} be joy full ] Here we have fume 
fair daySjlome foul: erodes (like foule weather ) come afore 
they are lent lor; for as faire weather (the more is the pity ) 
may doe hurt, fo may profperity, as it did to David,P[al^o6 
\. A w ho therefore had his interchanges ofa worfe c ondition (as it 

‘ was but ncedfull)his profperity like checker-work was inter- 

1 Cinutut qtvdem mingled} with adveriity. -See the circle God g oes in with his 
I eft b rebus /.«- pcople,in that 30 Pi a.David was affliftedj^r^.he was delivered 
i ZTcontZi 7 & wanton.Then troubled ag ain,v. 7 .cries again,*, p.God 
I emdit. m K . turns his; mourning into joy again. Thus God fees the one 

or si. 7. again# the other,as it were in ^quilibrio in even balance for our 

\ greateft good. Sometimes he weighs us in the balance, an d 

V rinds us too light : Then hee thirikes bell tc make us heavy 

through manifold temptations, 1 Pet. 1.6. Sometimes he finds 
our water fomewhat too high, and th en as a Ph y fitian no leile 
cunning then loving, he fits us with that which will reduce all 
to the healthfome temper of a broken fpirit.Bit if we be but 
pr ofperity-proof,there is no fuch danger of adv erfity. Some of 
thofein Qjelarics dayes,who kept theirgarments clofe about 
them, wore them afterwards more loofely. Profperity makes 
the Saints ruft fometimes ; therefore God fets his fcullions to 
fcoure them and make them bright, though th ey make them- 
fc. iclves black. This fcouring if they will fcape , let Solomous 

counfell be taken. In the day of profperity be joy full , ; . e. ferve God 
with cheerfulncffc in the abundance of all things; and reckon 
upon it, the more wages the more work: Is it no t good reafoni 
Solomons Altar was four times as bigas Mofes his ; and Ezekiels 
Temple ten times bigger then Solomons ; to teach , that where 
God gives much he expe&s much. Othenvife God will curfe 
Ia.\ 2.13. our bldlingf, Mai. 2. 2, Make us ajbamed of our revenues through 
his fierce anger, and deftrey us after he hath done usgi od.Jol h 24.20. 

In the day of adverftty conftder ] Sit alone, and be in meditation 
of the matter, Lam. 3. 28. commune with your own confcien- 
Pfd 4 4- ces and be ftill,or nuke a paufe. Sec who it is that fmites thee, 

and 
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and for what, Lam. 3. 40.TakeGods part again ft thyfelf,as a 
Phvritian oblerves, which way natureworksand hclpS.lt. 
ConGder, that God afflith not willingly , or from his hearty it goes 
asmuchagainft the heart with him, as again# the teir with us, 

Im 2 23 He is forced oivery faithfulnefk to afflift us,-becaufe 
he will be true to our fouls and lave them : he is forced tojiiec 
us who have furfeted of profperity, and keep us fhort. He is ^ 
forced to pufge usfas wife Phy fitians doe fome patients>ill he 
bring us almoft to skin and bone; and to letus blood even ad 
rnmmmmt, till wefwoonagain,that there may be a fpnng 
of better blood and fpirits. Confider of all thofe precious 
pafTages, HeK 12. 3. to 12. and then lift up the langmfhing 
hands and feeble knees.For your further help herein read my 
Ireatife called Gods Lne-tokewfi. The affixed mans Lcffons fafm. 

Verf. 15. All things have 1 feeninthe days of my vanity , 1. e. 

ftmylife, which is fo very a vanity, that no man can perfectly 

deferibe it, or direaiy tell what it is.Hc came fomewhat near 
the matter,that faidit was 4 ft*. of timebetwixt twoeterMtp . 

There is a julhnanthat perifbeth in bis nghteoufneffeJThehrlt 
man that dycd,dyedfor Religion. How early did Martyrdom 
come into the world? How valiant for the truth, and violent 
for the Kingdome have Gods fuffering Saints been ever finee, 

preferring afhiftion before fin, and choofing rather to penfh 

in their righteoufneffc, then to pjrt with it Ignatius tniuu- 
phed in his voyage to Lome to faffer, to think that his blood 
(houldbe found among the mighty Worthies; and that when 
the Lord makes inquilition for blood, he will recount from 
the blood of righteous Abel, not only to the blood oi Zachanas 
(on of Barack hsM alfo to the blood of rntmlaatm. Blelled „ 
are they that areperfecuted for righteouliiefs fik t,Ma\ 5. 10. t {, Cre> 
And there is a wicked man that prolonged) bis life ] Th is as the 
former event likewife) proves a great ftumblmg block to ma¬ 
ny ; to fee good men pc rifh, bad men flounfh and live long in 
fin, with impunity,credit and countenance, as Manajfch f tnat 
Monfter of men ) who reigned longeft of any King of Judah. 
Jeroboam lived to fee three fucceflions m the throne of Judah. 

Thus the ivy lives,when the oak is dead. David George (that 
* odious Heretick ) lived to a great age, antMyed in peace and 
plenty Amc Stanhop Dutcheffeof Sommerfet (wife ofthe 1 10- 
K&or Eilip. Siymir ) afar (hec had rai fed fitch tragedies about 
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prepotency- with Q^Katkerine^nA caufed the mine of her hu$- 
Camd. Ehf. balid^arid hisbrothcr the Adrnirall, dyed Anna i >y%j.being 99 
fol. , ;<*. years of age. Length of dayes is no -fare rule o f Gods favour,. 

SrplahfSliitt'ldhger then (enfitive creatures j and brute crea- 
tu res out-live the reafonable; fo,amongft the r:afonable 5 it is 
no news (neither fhould it trouble us)that the wickedly great 
VivitiimA at doe inherit thefe worldly glories longer then the beft; It is all 
[uppliciivnfd£i- are p t ke to have, let them make* them merry withitSotyc 
XX.Wicked men live long that they may aggravate their judge 
n dw.Min.Fx- ment: others dye fooner, that they may haften ir. 
lix, Verf. 1 6, Bee not righteous over much, neither nu ke, e^c. j Vertoc 

v confifts in a mediocrity. Omne quod eft nimiumv’.xiitur in vitium . 

\ rrt me d w i ntt - A rigid ftveriry may mar all. Let your moderation bs known to all 

’ tw- men, prefer re equity before extremity: ntmoft right nuy bee 

\ Philip. 4 j. utmoft wrong. Me is righteous over-much, that will remit 

i t3 nothing of his i ight, but exercife great cenfuies for light of¬ 

fences ; this i9 (as one faid) to kill a fly upon t mans forehead 
with a beetle. Juftice if not mixed with mercy Regenerates in¬ 
to cruelty. Again, he is righteous more then H meet, that nia- 
keth fins where God hath made none; as thofo fuperftitiofuli of 
, v • 0 U 3 and the Papifis at this day doe with thci'Toucb not, Tafit 

1 handle not: Which things have indeed a (hew ofvifdom in wil-wor- 

(hiv, &c. • Coiof. 1.2 1.2 ^.Will-wor (tappers are ufually over-wife, 
i. c.irosr-weening, and 1 tootoowell conceited of their owns 
q uifqxii plus vviiclome and worth. Hence it is, that they carmotdoe , but 
j»Jlo non fapit, ^ mu fl O ver-doe; till wearied in thegreatntfle of their way, 
m f<tpii. Mv,. j iQ t hcy fee and fay that khadbeenbeft to have held 
the Kings high-way, chalked but unto them by the royall 
law Jam. 2‘8. that perfeft law of liberty, Jim. i.if.Vidrtgu 
flier on. in ea f*. tew L/j ta c ft,nec plus in Je habens, necmmuf.The ruddle way is the 
* 1 way of Godjneither having too much,nor yet coo little. Trueit 

ci c 1 de Mb. isfiaich the Heathen orator j that Nemo pint eji cjuipuutmcavd. 

No man is godly, chat is afraid of being to : hut die n »t 
is nolefle true ( and the fameAmhour fpeikcs n ) hlndm 
. r t (f e religionis : nimium effe (uperfhtiefum non of or tc re : that 
Cic.pro dmfn d . g rea p on * m bdngreligious, and that rntninuftfie 

* they be not fuperftitious. Solomon faith, thut he that wrings , 

■*. Nihil minus ex- .. ' ole over hard brings blood out of it. F ’iny faith, he that 
— ftdh ' Ttti'me' tills his land over well doth it to his Ioffe. Apelles faid, thofi 
. P Plin. • Painters were to blame, qui mnfentimt quid cfJstfathj&H couU 


r m 
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notfic When they had done ftilficient. It is reported of the Cic. de Or at 
riser Nilus, that if it either exceed or be defeftive in itsdue o - hl.Se'in. 
verflowirgs of the Land ofEgjff^ it caufeth famine; The planet "Pol/h: c. 4 
Jufiter feituatebawixt cold Saturn, and hot Mars , tic utrdque Lib z c. S- 
tmferatus eft, & faint ar is laith Pliny , partakes of both, 
and is benigne and wholefome to the fublunary crea¬ 
tures. 

,Verf. 17. Be not wicked overmuch'] viz. Brcaufe thoufeeft 
&me wicked men live long, and fcape feet-free for the prefent, 
as tier. 15 .For God niay cut thee fhort enough,and make thee die 
before thy time,]i.e, before thou art fit to die ;and When it were 
better for thee to do any thing,rather then die, fith thou dieft 
in thy fimieis, which is much worfc then to die in a ditch.Now 
they are overmuch wicked, and cgregioufly foolifh, that adde j e j, ?4 ?7 
rebellion toftnne, drunkenneffe to thirfl 1 doing wickfdl)with both hands Deut. 29. 
f4biej}/j,refufing to be reformed, hating to bee healed. Thefe nftc.7.5. 
take loiig ftcidetfitoward the burning lake, which is but a little 
before them. The law many times lays hold of them, the gal¬ 
lows claims its right,theypr<«db;« dlibum-tiffet, as they fay. 

Or other Wife, Godcuts them off bedme, even long before , as he Pfal.fif. 
knows their thoughts and difpofitions long before. We ufe to 
deflroy hemlock even in the midft of winter; becaufe we know 
what it will due, if differed to grow. Bloody and deceitfull 
mm fhall not live out halfetfieir dayes,?/^/. 5^. 25. God cut 
0 8Elies two Ions in one day, for their overmuch wickednefle; 
and further threatued their. father,that there fhoald not Bee an 
old man left in hi&houfe for ever, 1 Sam. 2.52. Wicked men 
&it*emfore non fuo , as the Text is by fome rendred. The Saints 
die not till thebeft time, not tilltheir work is done (and then 
Gpd fends them to bed, the two witnefles could not be killed 
whiles they were doing it;) not till thatftime, when if 
they were but rightly informed, they would even defire to 
dk. 

Verf. 18. It u good thatthoupouldfi takg hold oftbis]i.e. Of this 
pilden mean; walking accurately by line and by rule, and 
continuing conftant in thine integrity, not turning afide toj 
the right hand or to the left. As for thole that turne afide m to' 
f boje crooked wqyes of being juft overmuch,by needlefiefcrupiilo- 
fity, or wicked overmuch by dcteftable exorbitancy, the Lord pall pfU. 1 a y. $ 
m them forth with tht worsts of iniquity , as cattel led to the 
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flauahter , or m«.kfaftors to execution. When hce that Jea- 
nth God (ball come cut of them a!!. He ilia 11 look forthright, Prow. 

. 2 ? and (hall have no occafion ot Humbling , i job. 2. io« 
He fhall alfo be heed from, or pulled as a tire-brand out ot the 

fire,Z*cM- 2. , 

yerf. «). Wifdorr.e jlrenglbmth thc wije,&c. ] Pit dence excci- 
lah puifiai.ee, and counfell valour. This mac* Agamemnon 
f cc f uc h a price upon Vlyffes , Vatins upon Zvpyrm , the Sara ch- 
far.s upon Archimedes, the Spartans upon Leonid# , ‘ivho, with fix 
hundred men, difperfed five hundred thoufand of Xerxes j tus 
hoft Thole that are wife to lalvation, go tvei under adoff- 
b'c guard, the peace of God within them, the fewer of God without 
them. No Suit an oi Babylon or Eeypt (who have that title iron* 
rhe Hebrew word here readi ed Mighty men) did ever go fo wel 

guarded. See the Notecn Prow. 2 t. 22. 

Vcrf. 20 ror there U rota jttji man uponeartb ] No, this i* re¬ 
ferred for the ftate of perfc&ion in heaven, where are the fpi- 
rits of juft men made perfeft, Heb. 1223 It was the cavil where- 
r with the Pelagians- troubled St. Auftin, whechu’it wereim- 

... . . , I I..._... A Juft mill 


poftible that by the abfolute power of God a ju ft man might 
not live on earth without finite? But what have we to do here 
with the abfolute power of God? His revealed will is, that 
there is nota juft man upon earth, that doth go ad and finneth 
notj nay, that finneth not, even in his doing cf good. Our 
i iahteoufnefTe( whiles we are on earth) is niixt, as light and 
darknefle fdimnefle at leaft)in a painted glafle dyed with fome 
obfeureanddim colour; it istranfparentand giveth good,but 
not clear & pure light.lt is a witty obfervation of a late kar- 
Dr smrhton . ned Divine, that the Preieiu tenle in Grammar is accompanied 
^ Phil. f . 20.’ with the lnipeifeft, the Future with the Piaeterpluperfeft tenfe; 

and that fuch is the condition of our prefent «nd future ho- 

lindlc. Our future is more then perfeft, our piefcnt is imper- 
feft indeed, but yet true holinefie and happineffSee the Note 


on Prov. 20 9. 

Verf. 21. Al',ot 4 \c no hied'] But be as a deaf mm that hearcth 
not, and as a dumb man , in whole mouth there is no reproofy 
pfal. 38. 13. Ifthouanfwerany thing, fay as hee.in7«c/‘fwdid« 
to qnc that railed at him,7 m lingtrxfgovern aurihm doming Thou 
roaiftfay what thou wilt, but 1 will hear as I lift; eras oncea 
certain fieward did to his paffiontteLord 5 wheu he called him 

knave, 
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knave, fccleur Honour mayfpeafasyou pleafe.kut 1 believe not a word 
that you fa}, for I know my [elf an bonejt man. The language of re- 
prochers muft be read like Hebrew backwards. Princes ufc to 
correft the indecencies of EmbalJadors , by denying them au¬ 
dience, Certain it is, that he enjoyes a brave compofidnefle, 
that fets himfclf abovethc flight of the injurious claw. IjW$ 
apology to his brother lfmael 9 yu. patienceandftlenccyis the beft 
anfwer to words of lcorne and petulan cy, faith learned Hoo’^r. 

1 care not for mans day, faith Paul, Ron euro vanum calumniator ew, I , cnr. 4 3. 
regard not a vain flanderer,faith Aujlin. IFicehus and Ccchlcus 
gave out, that wee Lutherans betrayed the Rhodes to the Turkey 
faith Mdanchthon. Thefc impudent lies need no confutation, 
dicant if ft taha quoad velint , let them tell fuch loud and leud 
lies as many as they will. When a net is fpred for a bird, 
faith Aufiin, the manner is to throw ftones at the hedge.Thefe 
ftones hurt not the bird, but ftie hearing and fearing this vain 
(bund falls into the net. Inlikemanncr/aith he, men. that 
fear and regard the vain found of all ill words, what do they 
but fall into the devills net, who thereby carries them 
captive into much evill, many troubles and inconvenient 

UC Left thou bear thy few ant curfe thee ] Who fhould in duty fpeak 
thebeft of thee, though frample and froward, crofle and 
crooked, e Pet ♦ 2. 18. Or by lervant under Hand bafe infe¬ 
rior people, fuch as we»e Tobiah the fervanr, the Ammo- 
rite , and thofe abjefts that tare Davids name, and ceafed 
not. • 

Verf. 22. For oftentimes alfo thine own heart kptows] Confluence 
is Gods fpie, and Mans oYer-feer; and though fomecan nuke 
a forry fluff to muzzle her for a time , or to flop their ownc 
ears, yet ip : a fe offe rt, ip fa fe ingerit, faith Bernard, fooner or later 
{he will tell a man his own to fome tune,as they fay, fhe wil 
npt goe behind the doore to let him know , that he himfelfe 
likewife hath curfed others , as now by Gods juft judgement, 
others curie him. The confidence oi our owne evill do¬ 
ings, though hid from the world, Ihouldnieeken us to¬ 
ward thofe that doe amiile. See Lit. 3. 3. fay to your 

V S ’ Autfumus , autfuimm 9 autpoffnmus ejfe quid hie efl. 
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The wrong that David had done to Vriah helped t ini to bear: 
the barkings of that dead dog Shimei. Here then takg m heed 
unto all words, &c. as in the former verfe. For, nihil marius quant 
_ . id ipfumpati quodfecerii , there is nothing more fc i'tter then to 

ev ‘’" fufter that which thou haft done to others : hecaufe thofe 

(Ufferings ftingthe confcience with unqueftionable coavifti- 
on and honour , as is to bee ftenin Adsmibeijekj who ac¬ 
knowledged , with a regret, a juft renumeration , Jutlg, 
i. 7. 

Verf 23. I fed J will be wife, but it waif or frommee] Stlmon 
here feems to lay of wifdame as Nazianzen doth o 'Cod the au- 
thour of it, Taitum recedit, quantum capttur. Not that wifdomc it 
felf dotbflic away, but becaufe that they who have moft of it, 
doe efpecially underftand, that it exceedeth the capacity of 
Bifif. trsllit. an y one to ^ C€ a ^' e 00 comprehend icfas Baftl giv;s the reafon) 
de'fide. ’ fo that they that think they have got demonftrati ons, perceive 
afterwards that they are no more then topic* aut f tphiftic* ratio- 
7tfr,topicall or fophifticall arguments,as Lyra her: noteth, £«« 
nus quidam vir feebat effefoluf, &c. faith Me land h m, A certaine 
well-meaning nun was wont to walk and ftudy 1 uuch alone, 
and lighting upon Arijlotles dilcourle concerning the nature 
of the rainbow,he fell into many odde fpeculatio asand ftrange 
qonceits; and writing to a friend of his, told him, 
that in all other matters though dark and obicu;e,he had out* 
gone Arijietle, but in the matter of the rainbow. h< had outgone 
tyimfejf. After this he came into the publike fchoolesanddif- 
JobMant tie. puted of ihat argument, Et totoprorfus caelo a ver it are abnrabatjufa 
tom. $16. phar.taft/Syand then he came to fee that hehad been utterly out, 
and ftrangely mifearried by thole phantafies, which hehad fo 
fancied* 

Vcri. %\. That which is far off and exceeding deep ] Npt the Mi- 
©«£♦ ^.ipns of the Mufes. Mcvtmque habere, queis b&nam , et effe circuit* 

datum-eft: Fordiough.they ftiould evilcerate tliemltlves like 
fpider*, crack their feonccs, or fti^iy thcmfelves :© death, yet 
j Cor. 13 .-2. can they not underhand allmyjteries ml at fyowledt e in natural 
thing^hoy? much lefte in rupernaturall? wherea^itteak lighted 
j’ ir - WS J? J ? HS ' aiUdlhud-bjjind perfons, the more they foain their eyes rd dif* 
decent. dfi.I.i. 4ern a thing perfectly, the Idle they leeofit,as/7pej hath 

ferved. 1 is utterly impoffihle for a nicer, {lh<UraJift that 
cannot tell the forme,the quineflence, that cannot enter into 

the 
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the depth of the flow re, or the grafle he treads on,to have the 
wit to enter into the deep things of God, the myftery of 
Chrift which was hid from Angells til the difcovery,and fince E fb. 4. 
that they are ftill Students in it. David though he faw fur¬ 
ther then his Ancients, Pjal.119.pp. yet hee was ftill to feek 
of that which might be known, Verf. p6. Even as thofe great 
difeoverers of the New‘found lands in America , at their return 
were wont to confefle, that there was ftill a Plus ultra, fome- 
thing more beyond yet.Not only in innumerable other things 

aai 1 very ignorant(faith ^n/f.)but alfo in the very (captures, 

mlto pluranefcio quam Jcio , I am ignorant of many more things, Aug epift, 

by oddesthen I yet underftand.Thisprdentlife is lik? the Vale 

of Scuffancer unto the town called Patr* 3 of which Solinus 

faith,that it is famous for nothing but for its darkefomnefsjas 

being continually overcaft with the fhadowes of nine hils that 

doe environc it, fo that the fun can hardly cafta beam of light ?e b hjjt.c. 1: 

into it. Propiremus ad ccelejiem Academiam, Let us haften to 

the Univerlityof heaven, where theleaft childkuowes a 

thoiiland times more_ then the deepeft Doftour upon 

earth* 

Verf. 25. J applied mine heart"] Circuivi ego & cormeum (Co the 
Original] runs) 7 my heart turned about, or made a circle to 
lifow, &c. He took his heart with him,and refolvecfhard or not 
hard) to make further fearch in to wiidoms fecrets. Difficulty 
doth but whet on herokke fpirits : it doth no whit weaken 
butw^ken their rcfolutions to goe through with the work. 

When Alexander met with any bard or.hazardous peece of fer- 
vice, he would fay ,Jam periculum par ammo Alexandra, Hee ever 
achieved what he enterprUed,becaule he never accounted any 
thing impolfible tobe atchieved. Tavid was wel pleafed with 
the condition of bringing in to Saul the foreskins of an 
hundred Philiflims. Ifaboulerunne downe hill, a rub in 
the way docs but quicken it *, as»it up hill itftuga it. A 
man of Solomons make, one that hath a free, noble, princely 
fpirit, fpeakes to Wifdomc, as Lxlius in Lucan did to Crtr 
IV- 

Juffa fcqui tarn v.elle- m/hi,quampofe, necefk. '> 


And to kmxv the u'icb(Jne( r e T he finfulneflc of ^n, Rom. 

y;i.3 Sin isfo cvillth xt ic cannot Ivtve. a worfe Epithet given 
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it. Mammon of unrjghttcHjheffe^ Luk* 10 . 1,1. is the next odiout 
name to thedevill. 

Even tin foolijbnt f ofm tdn<Jfe ] That by one com -ary he migh t 
the better kno w the other. Fol !y may firve as a fuile to let t,ffi 
wifdome * as Gardine-.s fufferfome ftinkingftuffc to grow ncer 
then fweetefl flowers. 

Vzxi'.lO.Audi found more bitter tbtn deatb]Anuntet ame?>tes:Amr 
a»iaroT , Plus alo.sqstum mJUs babe . Knowcft thou not dm there 
Dtdce&omi- is biuerntifein the cndlEeutfcbolafice 9 CdJ the Harlot to A- 
rum gujHlum puleiur, Harkfchobr, your lweet bits will prov ; bitter in the 
c*r?H. We. 

Frincipittmdttlce ejl, at finis amorist amarus , 

The Pomegranate with itsfweetkernels, butbjccer rind, is 
an emblem of the bitter-fweet pleafure of finne. It is obfirvtd 

Speed. 710. cf our E dnsard the third, that he had alwajes fail '.weather at his 

IVdlftngh* paflage into Franc*, and foul upon his return. Ifita venire Venm s 
triJHf abirejulet. The Vantber hides her head, ti.J (hee fees her 
27-time to make prey ofthofc other beads, that drawne by her 
fweet fmcll,follow her to their own deftruRion. The Poets fa* 
ble,that pleafure and pain complained one of another to Jupu 
nr and that (when he could not decide the controverfy betwixt 
them) he tyed them together with chains of Adamant, never to 

The woman ] The wanton woman,that fhame of her fixe. A 
Bkch Aiqfo calls her, 2 W. 23.18. St.P«/ 9 al:fingGfcolt, a 
walking fepulcherof her felf, iTm ..5 Cum caret;pur* mon¬ 

te, cadaver agit. This lfi»d y fyhh Solemn twleie / is 1 With 
a witnefie * hee had found it by wofull experience, and 
now relates it for a warning to others. Saith he, 

Quidfacies facie m Veneris cum veneris ante ‘ 

Nsnfedeas , fed ear : non pereas, per eat . 


Speed. 710 ' 
Wolfing!)* 


Whofe be art is fares and nets'] Tfeb: Hunters fnar 
eth for the precious life, Pr^. 6.26. and the de 
for the precious foul, there being not any thing 
enriched hell then harlots. All is good fib 

a-Tim. 2 .^. Aefe nets, but they are taken *hve by *t>« dt 

f*"',Anther bands as bands ] To captivate and ci 
liaunt her, as D ali lab did S ampfon, as the harlot 


*j: forfhehunt- 
>ill by her hunts 
that hath more 
that cwnes to 
nil at bis fit*’ 

lflave thofe that 
did the young- 
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novice, Prov- 7. 22. as Solomons Moabitijb millrcffcs did him, 
and as it is laid of the Perfan Kings, that they were captivarum . 
fanmeaptivi, captivesrotheir cor.cnbif.es, whodtirlt, take the Pluwth* 
crown from their heads, or doe any thing to them almoft, 
when oth< rs might not come near them uncalled, upon pain of 
death, Efib- 4. 11. 

Wkofo p eafiib God, (had efcape from ber] as Jofcph did, and Bel- 
hrppfw, though with a difference. Jofepb out of a principle of 
Cbspity, Bdleropbon of Continency .The continent peribn refrains’ 
either for love of praife, or fear of piini(hftieht,buc not without 
grief, for inwardly he isfealded with boy ling luff,as Alexander^ 

Scipfand Pompy were,when tempted with theexqiii(itnefle,and 
variety of choifeft beauties, they forbare. Vdlcm^non(firm 
lmperator. But nowtheChaftc man, who is good be fore God, ( one 
whom he approves and cakes pleafure in) is holy both in boJy' 
andipiiit, 1 £>.7.34.2nd this with delight, out of fear of God; 1 
andlove ofvertue. God did much for that libidinous Gentle¬ 
man, who (porting With a Curtezan in a houfc of finne,happen* 
cdto aske her name, which fhee faid was Mary : whereat heb 
was ftricken with fuch a remorfe and reverence, that hee in- Meuntaignet 
llantly not only call off the harlot, but amended his future AEf a )ts- 
life, 

But the firmer jball be taken by her ] Sec the Note on Prov. 22.14, 

The Poets fable, that when Prometheus had difeovered Truth to 
men, that had long lain hid from them, Jupiter (or thedevill) 
tocrofle that defig ne/ent Pandora (that is Pleafure)chat Ehould 

lobefotthem, as that they fhould neither mind normakc out 

after Truth and Honefty. 

, V«f. 27. Behold ibis 1 have found] Els ms 1 have found 

tt,l bait found it , faid the Philofopher Viamus, VicmM > wee 

have prevailed, wfce have prevailed, faid Luther , when 

hte had been praying In his clofet, for the good fuccefie 

of.heconfultauon about Religion in Germany. So the Preacher 

here, having by diligence fit open the doore of troth, cries* A t erit . P? di ’ 

Vinit^vidite, Come and fie my difcoveries, in the making 

whereof I have been very exaft , counting one by oneytte male ' 

tlntrer, left I fboutd bee oppreffed widi many things at. 

once. 


Verf 28 . Which yet mj ful jeekptb 3 but !£»</«<#] There is a place 
^Wihfhsrt called S ton age 3 for diver? great ftone* lying and flan* 
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—c-"diim there together : of which done* it '*'^*“* > ll '* t '■^ough a 

. V 2 mRtbcrtbem ~ h ■* never lb carefully,,et that he cannot 

C ‘ find* the true number of them, butthat every tore hee nutnben 

them he finds a different number from that hee found before* 
This may well (hew’(as one well applyes it) the ..wing of man* 
labour in feeking the account of wild ome and knowledge. For 
though hi* diligence bee never fa great m ma ung the re^o* 
ning, hee willalwaiea bee out, and not be ible to find it 

9 *0 U em*» among stboufand.'] HaudfacUt invmia multis * mililw 
There is a very great fcarcity ol good peo ple.Thcfc areai 
Gideons three hundred, when the wicked " ^ 
like erafhoppeis for multitude upon the eariM^.7•««««« 

1 JCfe.ao.27. they fill the countrey,they dartantbyir, 
afiait’hc fmrms L the land of %ft: there.. plenty offuth 

wives and concubines, which made him 

nulla bona eft- But that there are,and ever have l>«en many graa- 

01* women, fee (befides the Tcriptures) the writings of many 

learned men Ve Uluftribiufoimnii : It is eafy to obferve (faith 

i ,k«dOp in hi. underftandinf part,r.g4t«irc mM, S will,and 
- r ” Vfal c < Rut the devill foonftriptbimofitjhechea* 

crowne, TfiU o. dU“J>® . we ufe to doe children) 
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is in man,and whole man in evill.-Neither can he caft the blame 
tipon Godrbut muft fault himfelfe, and fly to the fecond Adam 

But they have fought tut many inventions'fNe'w tricks and devifes* 
like thofe poeticall fiftions and fabulous relations, whereof 
•there is acither proof nor profit. The Vulgar Latine hath it, 

Etipfefe infinite mijcuitquaftionibus, And hee hathintangled 
himfelfwith numberleffequeftions,and fruideffe fpecuUlions. 

See 1 7 /m. 1.4- and cap, 6.4. doting about queftions or quefhon- 
r tc k Bernard reads it thus, Ipfe autem fe implicit doloribus muttp 
but hee hath involved himfelfe in many troubles , the 
fruit of his inventions, fluffs and (forking tricks. See 
Jer. 6. 19. 


Chap. VIII. 


Verf. t. 


Who is as the Wifeman>. 


Q Va. die. He is a matchkflTe man, a peerelefTe Paragon; 
111 in in e others, as much as the Moon doth t he letterS 


jOUt- jTelut inter ft el 

Stars, hu Luiwnine* 


glodoufly, ^ asthe prudent 

§ t __ a m -,n Thnn arra Prince of God among ft US , /aid Gen. 41.38; 


Spirit of a good man, Thou area Prince of God amongftw, 
the Hittites to Abmh am. Can we find fuch a man as this [Jojefh, 
in whom the Spirit of God is,faid Pharaoh to his Councilor s> 
Haft thou cOniidered rny fervant Job, that there is «°" c lj J c 
him on theearth,8cc.M i.ftMj fervant Mofes h not jo,who* faith- 
Min all my boufe,nn d (hall be of my Cabinet Counfel 1 , 12. 

7.T0 him God faid, ‘Tuverohicjla w?c«tn,Butdo thoij1 Hand here 
by me, E xod. 34$ Sapiens Dei comes eft, faith Philo. Look how 
Kings have their Favorites whom they call Comtes, 


tes in all lands, Pal.tf.ib. hangs in ngnccuume^, r— 

Matth. 13.1 7 . with 1 o. 24.) the excellent Ones of the earths 

Pjtf 1,16.3, the Worthies ofthe world, Heb.i 1.5, fitter to be let 
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as Stars IP H?aven 3 and to bee continually before the Throne 
Horn in pfQp^’. QrjjoJim 1 calls fame holy men of his i.'me ayjtm fl 

7 ’ ' Earthly Angels : and (peaking of Babyhs the Marty r 3 hee faith of 

bmij Magnus c$que admirabilu vir , he was an excellent and an 
9 nt:fmtra adiuhable nian 5 8cc. And TettttHian writing to fome of the Mar- 
Gtmiitt . tyrSifayes, Ron tffltusjwn kt vos a!/oquar ? I am not good enough'. 

tofpeak piHQ you. Oh tjiat my life and a thoufand fuch 
Wretches more mightgoe for yours! Oh why doth God 
fpffer m« and other fuch Caterpillars tq live ffaith Iohn Can- 
(i Martyr in a letter tq that Angell of God Mr. Bradford, a3 
Pf. fajhftr called him, that can doe nothing but confume the 
alms qf the Church 3 and take away you fo worthy a workman 
Men ' and labourer in the Lords Vineyard 3 &c. 

1 And who fyiowetbtbe interpretation of a thing}'] Wife a man may 

bee 3 and yet not fe apt and able to wife others. Th ofe wife ones, 
that can wife others, fo {is to turne theqi to rightecufnefie, fhalt 
fhine as the brightnefle of the firmament, yea as t re Stars, Van. 

4 12.3, they doe fowhilft upon Earth : Wifdome makes their 

very faces to fhine,as St, Stevens did, and as Holy lobs whiles he 
jib 6 xs was m a P l '°fp erouS condition, Cbap.29. 8,9,10. lobab hce was 
1 thenthe fame, (fome think) that is mentioned Gen. %6. 33.) 

as when in diftrefle 3 his name was contra&ed into lob. And then 
(though him^elfe were otherwife wife) hee might want an In¬ 
terpreter, One of a thoufand, (for fuch are rare,every man cannot 
fell us this precious oy 1^ Matth. 25. 9.) to (lew .into hmh/futi- 
righpteffc , that is, die righteoufnefle of his own exj crience 3 how 
himf If hath been helped aqd comforted in like c ile,or,to clear 
. • itp'an afHi&ed/oilttsfpirituall cflate, and to {hev him his E- 

yaugclicall righteoiifncfle. Ch how beautifull are the 
feet of fuch an Interpreter! I have feen thy ft cc, (faith the 
poore foul to fuch) as though 1 had leen the face of Cod,Gem 
3~3.ro* 

Atnans wifdqtoe ttiakgthhif faceto (bine] GodJin "(fe is venera¬ 
ble and reverend, l-iolyand Feverend ishis name, Pjal. 112,Gods 
Image is.amiableandadmirable : Naturallcon xience cannot 
bin fioopand^c^obeyfance to it: Whqt a deal of refpeft did 
JNebuchadnczdr ’arid Darius put upon Daniel} Alex tnJer the Great 
upon laildus the High-Pritft ; Thcodofius upon Ainbroje? Corfian- 
ti'ne upon Pafhnutius, killing that eye of his that was bored out 
for the caufc of ChriJI, &c. Godly men have a daunting pre- 

ftncc. 
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fence 5 as Athanafius had, and Baft!!: to whom when \Valerts ihi 

Arrian Empcrour came,whiles he was in holy cxerciiesft ftrueft 

fuch a terrour into him,that hee reeled and had fallen, had hee Grrg.Orat dr 

not been upheld by thofe that were with him. Henry the fecOhd hude Bafilit. 

of France being preient at the Martyrdotiie of a certain Tayklr^ 

burnt by him for Religion,was fo terrified by the boldneffe of 

his countenance 3 and theconfrancy of his fufferings, that hee Epit hifi.Sa!! 

fworeat his goingaway 3 that he would never any more be pre- 8*. 

fent at fuch a fight. 

And the boldneffe of his face frail bee changed] Or doubled : his con- 
fcience bearing him out and making him undaunted,- as it did 
David, P/<j/,3.and the Dutch Marty r,Colohus 9 who calling to the 
fudge that had fentenced him to death, defired him td lay his 
hand upon his heartland then asked him whole heart did moff 
beat, his, or the Judges? By this boldneffe Jonathdiistiid hf< 
Armour-bearer let upon the Garrifon of the Pbiliftinit , David . . 

upon Goliab their champion. The Black-Prince was focal- V 
led not of his colour, but of his valour , and dreaded afts in 
battle. * 

Verf. 2. To keef the Kings commandement] Heb. Mouth , /. e; 

The exprefle word of command: goe not here by guefle , or 
good intention, leftyoufpeed as that Scotch Captaine did : 
who, not expc&ing Orders from his Superiours, took an ad¬ 
vantage offered him of taking a Fort of the Enemies: tor 
which good fcrvice hee was knighted in the morning y 
but hang’d in the afternoon of the fame day, for a&ing with- 

^Andtilt in regard of the Oath of God] Thine Oath of Allegi¬ 
ance to thy Prince : This Papifts makes nothing of. Pafcemus H' yKui t l 
fcoffes King James for the invention of it. They can 
ivith their mouthes,and keep their hearts unfworne, as fheC in V* 

■ the Comedy. Mcrcatorum cjljiarrjuramenth, fay they at Km. 

They can afioile men of their allegiance at oleafure; and. flip 
their Solemn Oaths, as eafily as Monkeys doe their Collars. 

And I would this were the finwe of Papifts only sand that there 
were not thole found even amongft us, that keep no Oiths fur¬ 
ther then makes for their own turnslike as the Jews keep none, 
unleflethey fwear upon their own Torah , brought out of their tVeem- 
Synagogues. _ w , 

Vcrf. 3. Bee not hafiyto goe out of bis fight] Turne not thy 
5 r N n 2 back 
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backdifcontentedly : flingnot-away in achate j vor this wil 
bee conftrued fo'r a contempt: As it was in the Earl of Ejfew, 

Anno 1598. Difleulian falling out bctweene the ()ueene and 
him about* fit man for Government oi Ireland, he.; forgetting 
himfelfe, and neglc&ing his duty, uncivilly turned his back, 
with a Icorniull countenance. Shee waxing hnp£tient, gave 
him acuheon thcear, bidding him be gone with t vengeance, 
Hee laid his hand upon his fword, the Lord Adr iirall inter- 
poling himfelfe, hee fwoare a great Oath, that hee neither 
could nor would fwallow fo great an indignity, nor would 
- CtmdMifab. have borne it at King Henry the Eight’s hands 5 and in great dif- 
f* 1 49d* contment halted from the Court. But within a while after.he 

became I'ubmifle, and was received againe into favour by the 
Queen,who alwayes thought it more juft to offenc a man,thea 
to hate him. The very Turkes are Laid to receive humiliati- 
Blunts wjtgt on with all fweetnefle ; but to bee remorfekfle tc thole that 
UK-91' bear up. 

Ver, 4. Where the word of a King it,there it power] j hi dominatio, 
Hee hath long hands, and can reach thee at a great diftance; as 
Mitbridates did when with one letter hee flew four core thou- 
V*L&tix 4 ib. 9 . fandCitizens of Rome, that were fluttered up arveidowne his 
kingdomefor Trading-lake. So Selimus the Great *1 urk, in re- 
Turkjiifi. ftl. yengt of the Iolie received at the battaih of Lepanto . was once in 
,8y * a minde to have put to death all the Chriftians in his Domini¬ 

ons, in number infinite, Cbarlesthe Ninth of Fiance, is re¬ 
ported to have been thedeath of thirty thoufand o his Prote- 
ftant Subjefts in one yeare fpace, Anna 1572, See Dani. 

5 

Andrvbo may [ay unto Him, What doft thou] viz. without danger. 
What fafety can there bee in taking a Bear by thetooth,or a Ly¬ 
on by the beard? Idarenotdi(pute, (laid the Philolopher to the 
Emperour Adrian) with him that hath thirty Le >ions at his 
command, neque in eum feribere , quipotejiprofcribtrt , nor write a - 
gainft him that can as eaftly undoe me, as bid it to l>edone.How 
be if Eliot, Micayab, John Boptijl, and other holy Prophets, and 
rroftn profit- Minifters have dealt plainly with great Princes, and God hath 
tim Vtntifican fecured them.- John Bifhey of SaritPuy reproved th e Pope to his 
ndaigHu/s f aC e: and yet the Canonifts fay,that although the Pope (hould 
JJrZ?orn n Uc ^ raw millions of loule* to hell with him, none mi y dare to fay 
JtfWj 145.’ unto hi m 3 VVbat d»fhbou 1 But Philip the Faire mu le bold with 

bie 
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his HqlmeflejwKen hee began his letter «o him whh F»*i- 

Tna &c. So did the Barons of England in King Johns day«S; Marcidt Rs- 
when declaring againtt the Pope and his Cntlave ( by svhom Mti. 

sherwere excommunicated )they cryed out thus m their Reason- "'“hi- 

See, fl ’•"■/“« riWh.&c. Biihop of Sbtrbm Ef -„ MfM , ic . 

Anno 705 • reproved Pope S',gw fharpely to h.s face, tor his A- mo. 
dulterv. So did Biftiop Lombtn reprehend King Pippin for the Q'fa.Cml. 
fime 79 s - And Archbiihop Odo, King Edwin: burn¬ 

ing his Concubines in the Forehead with an hot iron, and ba- 
niftine them into Jrtland. Father Laumr dealt no lelfc 
faithfully with King Henry the Eight in h.s.Sermon.,»t Court 
And being asked by the King bow he durft bee fo bold to preach 
alter that manner? heeanfwered, that duty to G°d,and to his 
Prince had enforced h im to it: and now that he had difcbarged 
hi, tonfcience, his life was in hi. Ma,elites hands, &c. Truth 
niultbcefpoken however it bee taken. If Gods Melfengtrs muft 

bee mannerly in the forme, yet in the matter of their rneflage CO 
Great ones they muft be. refoiute-. It is probable that Jofifb 
Hfedfome kinde of Pi eface to Pbaraob s Baker m reading him 

that hard deftiny5Gen-40.19.Such likcI y aS ] va8 ® amelto 

Kehucbadncztiar, My Lordtbe Vreambee to them that bate thee, &c. Dtn.^I$, 
or as bringshim in mthmVrinamtalefmnium.non vtditfes, 

(ire,But for the matter, he gives him,a found,though {harp inter- 

Pr Verk% VVbofo keepeth the commandment] fc. the Kings com. 
vmdtment. Hee that is morigerous, and goes as farre as hee can 
with a good confidence in his obedience to the commands of his 
Superiors, Shall f«lnoevill ,i- e ] hee fealllack.nogoodencou- 
ragement,K^i3.3 5 4.0r ifmen flight him,God wi lfeetohm, 

M6. 7,8. as he did to the poore Ifraehtes mEgyptM » V*- 
vid under Soul. Mordecat loft nothing at length by his love and . 
loyalty to God and the King.Sir Ralph Percy (flameupon%- 
lyMoore in Northumberland by the Lord Montacute Ge^rall tor 
E dmard the Fourth), he would no ways departtbe field though w 
defeated ; but in dying faid, / the bird m my breafr ? 

meaning his Oath to King Henry the Sixth, for whom hee 

{ ° U Anda wife mans heart difeerneth both time and Udgemm] fc . 

When and how to obey Kings command8 3 the time, the meancs 
and manner the of difpatching them, without offence to 

N n 3 
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God or man. And this a wife tows heart difeerneth faith thePrea*. 
cher: it being the opinion of the Hebrews^ that in the hcartefpe-. 
dally'.he foul did keepe her court,and exercife ler. noble Ape. 
rations of the underftanding,inveruion,judgemetir,&:c. Arifiotk 
faith, Sim cdort cordis auimain corpore nihilcffi:ii s Without the 
hereof the htart, the foule does nothing in the body. The 
Sc: iprui*e alfo makes the heart the Monarch of ibis }jl ( 0 f 
■Man. 

Verfe 6. Becattfi to everypttrpjfe then is time] Th erefore the wife 
-man feekethafter that n?ck of time, that pnhBilio of judgement, 
that hee may doe every. thing Well, and order hi 3 affaires with 
difcfetion.A well chofen feafon is the greatell advantage of any 
aftion-whieh as it is feldome found in haft,lb if is too often loft 
in dehy. 

\ Tbcrcforeibe mifrrj of man is great,upon him] Bee lufc he difeerns 
net, apprehends not his fictcft opportunity: huice hee creates 
himfelf a great deal otmifery. When Sami had taken upon him 
to>facrifi<3e^God incimateBtphlmby^wj«r/,that ifhechad dif* 
cerned bis tiire,hee might have faredfus Kingdomc- So might 
many a man bis life, his Jivelyhood, nay ,his foule, The mca 
oiTffjcbar in Vcrvids dzyes are famous for chis,tl ;attfaey had pn- 
derftandiug of the times, to know what Ifracl ought to doe, 
i Chron.12. ^2. their pofterityare fee below Stork and Swab 
. Iow,forwantof this skill, Jer. %.y, and deeply doomed, Lnhi 
Jp- 44 - 

Verfe 7. Vm'btelytotveib not that vbkbfhallba] Mans mifery 
1 $ the greater, becaufc he cannot forefee to pn vencinbutheis 
fodainly furprized and bU y many times on tbt blinds fide am 
Cay. 

Nefci* menshormrtumfati ffltifqtu future. 

Men are inthedarkein regard of future events. God oncly 
' knows them, and is thereby oft in Efaj diftinguifhed fromthe 
dunghill-deities of the Heathens. In hi* mercy to his people 
fece gfcve them Prophets to tell How long', andw henthefe failed, 
the Church heavily bewayles \t\Vjalm 74.9. He wbeit a Prudent 
man forcftecKan eviU and hideth himfelf ) Pret'.a2.3,See the Note 
there. By the flrength of his minde,faith Ambrof^hee prefageth 
jtmb.de offc. ^hat will followsandcan define what in fuch or fuch a cafe bee 
/.i csp.jt. OU ght todoe. Sometimes hee turnes over two or three things in 
has mindfi;together*of which conjefturing that either all may 

cqbjc 
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come to pafTe jointly, or this or that fevera!ly 2 or whether 
they fall out jointly or fevcrally, he can by his underhand- 
ing fo order his aftions, as that chey (hall bee profitable to 

^Vcrfe 8, There is no man that bath power.&c.] Death nun is 
fure to meet wirh, whatfoever hee mine of: but when, he knows 
pot neither. Or Doomes-day therefore fignes affirmative and 
negative,not fo of death. Everyone hath hisowne Balfam wlth- 
in him, fay fotne Chymicks: his owne bane it is lure hee hath. 

Ipfsfuh mgmmtisvUa ad detriment a impellitur^ Every day we yecld QrfgtMjy ^ 
fomewhat co death. Stat ftta caique dies. Our iaft day Hands, the y ug _ /Ehc-.V. 
reft runne. Death is this only King againft whom there is no 
rilingup 5 Froi/.30.The mortall ficheismafterofiheroyall feep- Nu m cedg , 
ter, and it inowesdowne the Lillies of theGrowneas Well a3 the 
eraiof the field, faith a Reverend Writer: And again. Death MrXcyhu 
fodainly f/iatchetb away Phyfitians oft, asit were, in fcornand^r e/ 
contempt of medicines, when they are applying their ppelcrva- 
tives or reftoracives to others i as it is ft pried of Cajtts juUnt a 
Burgeon, who deeding a fore eye, as he drew the Inftrument 
over ic, was ftruck with an inftrument of death in the aft , 
and place where hee did it. Beiides difeafes, many, by mif- 
cWnccs,arc taken as abird with a bolt, whileshee gazeth at the 

fhere is no difebargt in warn] Heb> no findings either of For* 
ttS to whhftand D ath, or of meflages to make peace with him. 

The world and wee must part: and whether me be unllitchc 
hy par^efl R>pr tornc afunder atonce, the difference isnoc grea-r. 

Happy is hee that after due preparation, is palTed through the 

gites of Death ere hee be aware/aich one. Whether my death 
bee a burnt-offering (ofMjrcyrdome) ora Peace-offering (of. 
anaturalldeath; I deiire it may b:e a Free-will offerings fweec 

ficrifice to the Lord ; faith another. 

Neither (hall mcbgdmffe deliver] No: it- isrightcoufhelfeonely 
thitdelivereth from death. The wicked nmy make a cove-, 
nine with death, but Oi'd will difaiuill ic .Sbfll ibty tjcipc by iui m 
faith the Pftilmift. What? have they no better medium^ 

N<>: in thine angtrcafl downs the people ,0 G:d. Every man fhoilld 

dye the Fame day that he is b irn ; the wages of death fhould bee Pfal.tf J. 

paid him prefen tly bit Chrift begs their lives fora feafon. Hee 

il the Saviour o( aii i^im.^.io, not of eternall p'efcrva - 

‘ tion. _ 
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q £ tcm p ora n reservation,dut his Eleft might lay hold 
on eternall life, and reprobates may have this tor a bodkin 
at their hearts one day, I wot in a fairepolfib '-lity of being de¬ 
livered. _ 

Verf. 9. One man ruleth over another to his owm hurt] Not On¬ 
ly to the hurt of his fubje&s, but to his owne utter mint, 
though after long mine haply, verf. 12,13. Ad ,’enerum Cerer'u, 
&c. What untimely ends came the Kings of ljrael to, and the 
Roman Ctfars all (almoft) till Conjiantine > Vefpjwius unut accep- 
to imperio melior faeius eft, Vefpaftan was the onely one amongft 
them,that became betterby the Office. Whiles they were pri¬ 
vate perfons,there leemed to bee fome goodnef e in them. But 
no fooneradvanced to the Empire,-then they ran riot in wick- 
ednefle Milfening to flatterers,and hating reproofes, they ran 
headlong to hell, and drew a great number with them, by the 
mitigation of the Devill, that old Man-flayer, whofework 
it was to aft and agitate them 9 for a common raif- 

th Va*f. 10. A'ad fo I faro the wicked burjed] With Pomp and 

great folcmnity,funerall orations, Statues ard Epitaphs, kc, 

as if hee had beene another Jofutbpc theodofm: fo do, men over¬ 
whelm this moufe with praifes proper to the Elephant, asthe 
Proverb hath it. f 

Who had come and gone front the place (if the Hdy] That is; irom 
the place ofMagiflracy , Seat of Judicature, whe re the Holy Gcd 
himfelffits as chief Prefident^nd Lord Param aunt. Dcut. 1.17. 
aChron.l 9 - 6 -Pl a l'% 2 - t ’ , , . r . * 

And they were forgotten in the City where they hi d fo done] A great 
benefit to a wicked man to have his memory dye with him; 
which if it bee prelerved, ftinkes in keeping, and remainesat 
ftmblc. a curie and pcrpetuall difgrace, as Ont very well fen- 

feth it. _ 

Verfe ir# Eccaufc ferJence again ft an cviH * ork.&c.]Lnaruti 
hntentia. a publifhed and declared fentence. So that it is only 
a reprieve of mercy, that a wicked man hath: his prcfervation 
is but a refervation to further evill, abufed mercy turning into 
fury. Mou difpendiumftnorif duple penfatur, faith Huron, Gods 
Weron: tn Ie- f 0I bcarance is no quittance: he wili finde a :ime to pay wicK- 
r ' m : . ed men for the new and the old. The Lord i .not flow,as fome 

funtFwi*: men count flownefle, a M.3.9. Or if heet ee flow,yet hce^ 
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fure. Hee hath leaden heeles, but iron hands, thefarther hee Aries d ue altJUS 
ietcheth his blow, or draweth his arrow, the deeper hee will er fJ ,kr ^ oc fi~ 
wound when hehitteth. Gods mill may grind foftand flow, o 4 g ®*3 p a* 
but it grindes fure and fmal 1 , laid one Heathen. Tarditatem K £„ 

Juppliciigravitate compenfat , he recompenfeth the delay of punilh- hiKOl c fi Ret- 

ment with an eternity of extremity,faith Another. Hee hath «V. 

vials of vengeance6. 1. which are large veflels, but narrow 
mouthed : they poure out flowly,butdrenchdeeply,anddiftill S 2. ' ' 

etfeftually. Caveta: igitur ,(zith One, ne malum dilatum fiat cu- Bwbolc. 
plicatum. Get quickly out ofGods debt,left yee bee forced to 
pay the charges of a fuit, to your pain, to your coft, Patienti< 

J)ci quo diuturnior , eo minacior. God will not alwayes lerve men 
for a fming-flo cj>. Pcetia ver.it gravior quo mage fera venit. Adtniah’s 
feaft ended in horrour: Ever,after the meal is ended, comes the 
reckoning. 

Therefore the heart tf the fonnet of men if fully fet] Heb. isfull: So 
full of wickednefle,that there is no roome for the fear of Gods 
wrath,till wrath come upon them to theutmoft. Intus exifiens 
prohibet aliemm. God offers and affords them heart-knocking 
timc,Rez;.3,2o. but they ram up their hsarts,dry their tears (as 
Saul) and are fcalded in their owne greafe,ftewedin their own 
broath. The fleeping of vengeance cuufeth the overflowing of 
flnne : and the overflow of flnne caufeth. the awaking of ven¬ 
geance. 

Verf. i2, 7 bough a /inner doth evil! an kundreth times] Com¬ 
mit the fame flnne an hundred times over, which is no fmall 
aggravation of his flnne,as numbers added to numbers are firft 
tenne times more,then an hundred, then a thoufand,&c. And 
truly a tinner left to himfclf would fln in infinitum (which may 
bee one reafon ofthc infinite torments of hell) lice, can fet no 
bounds to himfelf, till hee become a brat of fathomkfle perdi¬ 
tion.The Devill commits that finne unto death every day,and oft 
in the day. His Impcs alfo referable him herein. Hence their, /,/, < -> r 
finnes arc mortall,faith St. Jdw,ratlier immortall, as faith St. 

PaulyKom. 2.5. 

Ard his dayes, bee prolonged] By the long fufferance of God .* 
which is fo great,that Jonah was difplealed at it 3 Chap.^ Aver- 
wi turned Atheifi upon it. But Micah admires it, chap. 7.18. 

And Mofes makes excellent ufe of it,when hee prayes, Excd.3 4. 

0 Lord, let ray Lord,I pray thee,goe along with us, for it is a 

O o ftiffe- ^ 
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"rnilnecked people. As who fhould fay,None but a God is a- 
K“to “ndurethis perverfe people. My patience and meekneffe 
isfarre too (hort: and yet Mt(es,b y Gods own teftlliiony, was 
hmeckeft man upon earth; That the vUcftof n.tns.ay hvea 
w while is evident: but for no good will that God bests 
thenv but that heaping up fin, they may heapup -wnithjandby 
atSofdiL patfentlbatted for the 
g. 22. as ftuble laid out a drying, Nah. l. io, oias jrapes let 
hang in the (hun-ftine, till ripe for the Wme-preflTf of wrath, 
5S g i : < ^Surely as one day ofmans life is to bee preferred 
before the longeil life of a Stagge or a Raven : foore day fpent 
religioufly isfarre better then an hundred yeares fpent w lek d- 
lv g Nonufert quantafit viU diuturnitas, fed qualss fit 
I?’ revives Thebufinetfe is not, how long,bithow well 
sny mmUveth. Hi«mt readcs this verfe 

SSodfo long fpares wretched finners.wait.ng their return,he 
^i?ih ely b go P od to pious perfons. Symm^ Aqu.U and 

X*) ' , 'read it thus : Pm«iV mim nulmmmm e/:. Imga Am 

me or lSe mineairumnceof the Divine Province : tor I 
know mil thatyet God is good to l/rad, to the pure in heart, 
rjal.j 3-1. And although they dyeyong ' ’ r 

thofe whom God loves hce lbone takes to him{eli e)yetit may 
bee foW. of them,as Ambrofe faith of Abraham ^"^*n a 

[enetiute, eo quod in bomtatepropofitipermanfit, H<e dyed 
S old age, bccaufehec dyed in a good found mindc : Or 
as Nierctns faith ofa godly young man olhis tim<, that mb 
fi viviu jpacio temporav irtutum multa.repleviuhee l vc ^ lon 6 ” 


many ftormes that others live to taft of, a good man (faith a 
late Divine)prolongs his days though he dyeyoung,becaufe he - 

is ripe before taken from the tree:he even fals into the hand ol B. Prefioni * 
God that gathersi him. 

Verfe 13. But it (ball not bee well with the wicketf] Not alwayes »p\ f 
well,//4/.3.i2.forfin will be lure to findehimout 3 N«wj.32. 23. ^ ddrmt . 
and he that hath guilt in his bofome, hath vengeance at his-r/wp wSonveH 
back. Where iniquity breaks faft,calamity will befureto dine, 
and to fup where it dines,and to lodge whereit fups.When ini - g - non jff eia 
quity is once ripe in the field, God will not let it (hed to grouf mntfm in mi 
againrbut cuts it up by a juft and feafonable vengeance. 2. Not go. 
at allwelljllth proipefity flayeth thefc foolsjand, as Sun-ftune, 
ripens their fm,andfo fits them for ruine. Hence Beviard calls 
it Mijericordimomi indignations crudJiorem. Poyfon in Wine 
works more furioufly. The fatter the Oxe, the fooner to the 
(laughter. . •• - 

Niitherfhallheprolonghis dyes’] P/dl.5 5,23.7^.17. 11. He dyes 
tempore non j«o, Ecc/e/y. 17. though he lives long : he dyes before 
he defires, and when it were better for him to doe any thing : 

then to dy;fith he hath walked in a vain (hew difquieting him- 
felf in vain, P/^p.d.tumbling his tub to no purpoie, lengthen¬ 
ing out his days as a ftadoW'.the longer the (hade,the nearer the Sun 
is to fetting.His Sun alfo fets in the burning lake, and it hafte- 
neth to the dtkcnv.An end is eomfis comcffi cow^fec Ezel^y- 6,7. 

Eccaujc be feareth not before God] But in hypocrify, before men, 
whofe rices he feareth,and would be much aftumed, that they 
(hould fee what he doth in fecret, Epbef^ .xa.But what faith the 
honeft Heathen? Si feirem homines ignoraturos & Dcos igmfeituros, 
tmen propter peccati UirpiUtdimm,pccearc nonvellem.A good refolu- 
tion furely,ifas wel putin execution .fied liberty ajfiuit, fexibenti, Aug.de civ.Dei, 
■ non viventi, faith. Audit) cf this Author, He was a better fpeaker^.c.io. 
then liver.That of David wasfpoken from his heart, t forejee the 
Lord alwayes before my face, I fet kimatmy right hand^&c. Pjd/.i 6.$. 
with A 3 - 2.25. Bee thou in the fear of the Lord all day long, 

Prov. 23.17. 

Ver.14. Ihcre is a vanity which is done up on the Earth’fSjmmachus 
read it t hus; Eft difficile cognitu quod fit fuperterram, There is that 
done upon the Earth that is hard to be underftood.lt hath gra- rju.n m 
veiled great Divines, (as pavidfterewyjHabak^h^) to fee good y, r>1 1, 
men fuffer,bad men profper.But it is bqt upon. the Earth,ihit this Habbacfa 
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b«falls:here God nmft meet with his pcople,or no where 5 and it 
Um 3.33. is Non nifi cc<jflKJ,(as that Emperour laid of himlelfe ) that hee 
doth any thing to their grief: 

IUe do let quoties cogitur efl ferex. 

An unruly Patient makes a cruell Phyfician. And as for the 
Crudelem me- w icked s it is but upon earth , that they live inpleafure, and lye mel- 
Nkum inremjK- - t wTil fcnfuall and finfull delights, nourifliing their hearts as 
• wager faciu* . n * d 0 f flaughter 5. Once they (hall hear with hor- 
' brnuim rourSonjcmmber that thou in thy life time receivcdfi thy good things, 
and likewijc Lazarus eviU things: But now hee is comforted and thou 
art tormented. Luke 16.25. The meditation of Eternity would 
much mitigate this vanity. What U that to the Infinite Maid the 
* Re old Lord Brooke to a friend of his, difeourfing of m incident 
Pr* matter very confiderable,btit was taken off with th s quick in- 

phanmeffe, terrogation of that wife and Noble perfon 

*.114. - Verfe 15. Then J commended mirth ] A law full light fome- 

nefle.and chearfuln effe of heart, which maketh cor. Torts tube 
much morecomfortable,and troubles to be farre leile trouble- 
Biuhtlei fome.Befides accept ior efl Deo grata U'titia< t mm diutun a qua ft fe¬ 

rula tri/fctM.Cheerfuluefle is better pleating to God then fowre- 
nefle and ful ienneffe: this provokes him to anger,P< ut.2Sj7.zs 
that which puts a man under the raignofcontmua.l unthanK- 
fulnefleflsany manmerry>let him ting, lam. 5 ^ 3 -)™^h™ 
exceeding liable to temptations andpi rplexiues, difableth hm 
to make benefit of ordinances indifpoleth andmifttteth hint 
for duties ofaftive or paflive obedience,takes off the wheels ot 
the foul,and makes it as awkward,as a limb out of joint, that 
can doe nothing,without deformity and pain. 

Then to eat } and todrink^aad to be merry ] Although it lie the bread 
offorrow that thou eateffiandthecup of aflhftion that thou 
drinkeft,e«tit,and drink it merrily. The Epicures held that a 
man might be cheerfulamidflthenioftexquifitetorments.l.ln 

confideration of his honaiy andfidelity, that hee fufferedfoiv 

2 Tn contideration of thofe pleafures and delights 1 hat fonner- 

Iv he had enjoyed , and now cheered up himfelf with the re- 
membrance of. How much better may Chriftfans <lo ,t in con¬ 
federation ofthofe unutterrable joys and delights that they ex- 
pe& and hope for? Mendkato pane hie vivamus&c. kith Luther. 
\Ve may well be content,nay merry though we fho uld beg our 
bread here, to think that we fell one day feaftw; th Abraham 
iL . Luul in of heaven,_Yif±L. 
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Ver.i 6 . When J applyed mine heart to know wifdoni] i.e.Tbe wife- 
dom and other excellencies of God fhining plainly and plen¬ 
tifully in/uling the affaires,and ordering the difoiders ot the - 
world to his own glory. 

For alto there is that neither day nor night feeth 1 #-c.] r.e. Perdtus& 
pern, by day and by night, I buffed my fclft in this fearch, fo 
that a little fleep ferved my turn all the while. Nulfus mibt per 0- 
tium exiit dies 3 partm ctiam notiiumfludiis vendicofiithScnecaJ flu- 
dyed day and night,and followed it with all poffible eagernefs. 
qbuanuf tels of a country man of his,whom he called Francium 
Vieta FontenqnsyH very learned man, that he was fo fet upon bis 
fludy.that for three days together,fometimes,he would tit clofe 
at it line cibo &[omno nifi quern cubit0 inmxus 3 nec Je locomovens 3 ca- 
ticbJ without meat or fleep, more then what for meer neceffi- 
ty ofnature,he took leaning upon his Elbow. Solomon teems by 
this text to have been as (harp fet for the finding out the way of 
Divine Adminiftration,and the true reafon of Di vine difpenfa- 
tions .But he got little,further then to fee that it far exceeded al 
humane capacity andapprehenfion. Majores ma ] ora nomrunt & 
Veus det vobis plus fapere quam dico faith a Father, when heefaid 
what he could to fome one of Gods works of wonder,r.e.They 

1 ~ j !__ . rz^A m-inf vnn mat; under- 


flandmora then 1 fay. 

Verf. 17. That a■ man cannot find out the workfj No not the wi- 
feft that is; the very befl Empirick in this kina cannot. Let him 
labour never fo much to find it,he {hall but be tolled in a Laby¬ 
rinth, or as a wayfaring man in a defert. If a man cannot define 
any thing beeaufe the forms of things are unknown,if he know 
not the creatures themfelves, ah imo adfummum from the loweft Granger. 
to the higheft,neither fhall he know thercafons and manner of 
them. As a man may look on a trade, and never fee the my fiery 
ofit.he may look on artificial! things,piftures,watches,8tc.and 
yet not fee the Art whereby they are made: Asa man may look 
on the letter, and never undei fiand the (enfe: So it is here, and 
We muft content our felves with a learned ignorance. Si nos non Aug. in VfkL 
in telligimus quid quare fiat s debeamus hoc provident quod non fiat fine H 8 - 
m\a. If we imderftand not why any thing ic done, let us owe 
/ this duty to Providence,to be affured that it is not done with- 
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Chap. IX. 


For all this I confrdered in mine heart . 

H E that will rightly confider of any thing , had need to 
confider of many thingsall that do concern it,all that 
doe give light unto it, had need to be looked in :o, or elfe wee 
fall too (hort. 

Sis ideo in pries eireumjpeCujjrmttf omnes, 

■ Even to declare all this ]Or, to cleare up all th .s to my felfe. 
Symmachus rendred it, 74 ventilanm h*c univerfa, that I might 
fift and fearch out all theft things by much foffing and turning 
of the thoughts.Truth lies low and clofe,and rcuft with much 
induftry be drawn into the open light. 

Jhat the righteous and the wife ] Thefe a?re terns convertible. 
The worlds wifardsfhal one day cry out } Nos mft nJati,We fools 
counted their lives madneffe,&c. 

And their work/] Or,their fervices, aftionSjimploymentSi all 
which together with themfclves are in the hand of God, who 
knows them by name, and exercifcth afingular providence 
over them; fo that they are keptby the power o e God through 
faith unto falvation. The enemy (hall not exa& upon him,nor 
the fon ofwickednefle afflift him,Ppt/.S9.22.Wh it a fweet pro¬ 
vidence was it, that when all the Males oflfrael Appeared thrice .■ 
in the year before the Lord at.Jcrup^noneof their neighbor 
nations (though.profefled enemies to Ifratf) fliQ aid fo much, as 
defire their land, Exod. 3 4.24? And again 3 that aherthc flaugh- 
ter of Gedaliah, fo plealant a countrey(leh utterly deftnute of 
inhabitants,and compared about with fiuch wtdike nations* 
Zthe Ammonites, Moabites, Edomites, Jbilifltms, &c. ) was not 
invaded nor replanted by forainers for feventv jeares fpac.e, 
but the roome kept empty, till the returne of the Natu- 

man knows either love or hatred, &cf\ That is, the thing hee 



either loves or hates (fay fome Interpreters) by reafon of the 

fkklcncfic of his eafily alterable affc&ions. How foon was 

jtmnons heart eftranged from his T’bamar, and Ahafbuerofb from 

bis minion Homan , the Jewes from John Baptifl , the Galatians 

from Faul,&c, But I rather approve of thofe that referrethis 

love and hatred unto God, (underftauding them Bocevormf in 

adiYine manner )and make the meaning to bee, that by the 

things of this life which come alikfto all ( as the next verfe hath 

it)no man can make judgment ofGods love or hatred towards 

him. The fun ofprolperity Ihines as well upon brambles of 

the Wildernefic,as fruit-trees of the Orchard* the fnow and 

hail ofadverfity lights upon the belt gardens, as well as upon 

the wild wafte. Ahabs and Jofid ’ s ends coneurre in the vciy 

circumftances. Saul and Jonathan, though different in their 

deportments,yet in their deaths they were not divided, 2 Sami 

1.23. How far wide then is the Church of Rome, that borrows 

bermarks from the market, plenty or chcapneffe, &c> And 

what an odde kind of reafoning was that of her champions ^ . 

with Mar ft) the Martyr, whom they would have perfwaded to 

leave his opinions, becaufeallthebringers up, and favourers 

ofthat Religion (as the Dukes ofNorthumberland and Sufolkjov 

inftance) had evil 1 luck, and were either put to death, or in 

pi’ifon , and in danger of life. Again, the favourers of the 

Religion then ufed had wondrous good luck, and profperity 


in-all things, &c. 

Verf. 2. All things come alikg to all'] See the Note on verf. 1. 

Health, wealth, honors, &c. are call upon good men and bad 
men promifcuoufly. God makes a fcatter of them as it Were; 
good men gather them, bad men fcramble for them. The Aibileft nip 
whole Turkifh Empire,Jaith Luther, is nothing tlfc but a mictptm, 
cruft caft By heavens great houf-keeper to his dogs. 

And he that [weareth as he that feareth an oath ] No furer fign of 
aprofane perfon,then common andcuftomary fweanng. Nei¬ 
ther any fo good an evidence ofia gracious heart, as not only 
to forbear it (for fo one may doe by education and civil con- 
verfation) but to fear an oath out of an awfall regard to the di¬ 
vine majefty. P lato and'other Heathens fhall rife up and cpn- 
demne our common fwcarers: for they, when they would 
fwear, faid no more but Ex animi[ententia , or if they would 
ftrear by their Jupiter ,out of the nicer dread & reverence of his s ulAu- 


name^ 
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name, they forbear to mention him. Cliniai the Pythagorean, 
out of this regard, would rather undergoc a m lift of three ta* 
lents then fwear. The Mcmdoiiam thofe ancient French Pro* 
ist teftants were known by this through all the Countrey of Pro* 

au V man. v hit they wou ia not fwear,nor eafily be wrought to take 

* an oath, except it were in judgment, or makng tome folemn 

covenant. _ , , 

Vcrf. 5. Ihk k an evVf\ Hoc eft fefmum ( 1 o Hierome , the 
Vulgar, and fremcllm render it) this is the word evill, this it 
wickednefle with a witnefle: jc.that fith there is one event to all , 
gracelefle men, fhould therehence conclude, that it is a boot- 
lefle bufinefle, a courfic of no pro fit to ferve Cod. Hence they 
walk about the world with hearts as ful as hel of lewd & law* 
lefle lufts. Hence they run a madding after the pleafures of fin, 
Which with a reftlefle giddinefie they earneftly purfue;yea,they 
live and die in fo doing,faith the Wile-man* here, noting thcic 
finall impenitency, that hate of heaven, ana gate to hell. 

Verf. 4. For to him that is joined to all the livi ng there. u fotfe J 
Thefearethe words of thofe wicked ones, vhofe lives and 
m ,mi, pr hopes end together, whofe fong is, Fofimru v "Mvdm*, 
uiuMtav comm when life ends , there’s an end of all (Is there not fuch lan- 
jermenes. Lau. guage in fbme mens hearts? ) who knowes tv nether there bee 
Job. a 4 . sic any fuch thing as a life to come A &c>Now I (ha k now,uiu that 
Btncdic. 9. dying Pope,whether the foul ot man be immortall,yca orno: 
Altxand. 6. & that tale concerning Chrift have any truth in ic, 

Xe«. 10. Oh wretch! . ... 

So a living-dog it letter then a dead lion ] But fo is not a living 
finner better then a dead Saintjfor the rightec us hath ho ife in U 
death-, and they that dye in the Lord are blefled,Kew. 14* »3 ho ? 
much more if they all'o dye for the Lord? thef: love not their 
lives unto the death, Rev. 12. u.bucgoc as willinglyto dje 
as ever they did to dine: being as glad to leave the world (for 

abetter cfpecially) as men arc wont to bee 10 rife from the 

board, when they have eaten their fill, to cat epofleflton of a 
Lord(hip. 

Lucret. Curuon utflenus vita cormiva recedui 

Verf. 5. For the living know that they (hall die ] Hence that 
Proverb amongft us, At fure as death. Howbeit, that they , 
think little of it to any good purpofe, apf eares by than). 


Chap. VIII. Eccle si ast e % Jr the Preache R.__ i‘ty 

other Proverbe, I thought no more of it , then of my djiiig- 

^ ' But the dead know not any thing ] So it feemeth to thofe Atheirts 
that deny the immortality of the foule, but they fhall know at 
death that there is another life beyohd this, wherein the righ¬ 
teous (hall be comforted, and their knowledge perfe&ed ; but Li-ke 25 . 
the wicked tormented; and with nothing more,then to know 
that, fuch and fuch poor fouls as they would have difdained to J° l i°- 1 • 
have (et with the dogs of their flocks, are now fitting down with 
Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob in the Kingdome of God, "and them * ' 

{elves thruft out into utter darkwtttzJnXenebras ex tenebris itifcli - Ali i u I iin - 
citer exclufs, inf elitists excludendi. 

Neither have they any more a rewad ] What? not a re-Pp/53.11. 
ward for the righteous? Not a certaine fearfull looking for 
of judgement, and fiery indignatiort which fhall devoured* to. 17. 
cvill-doers ? That were grange. But wicked men would 
fain perfwade themfclves fo j uf liberiu* peccent, libenter ern ‘ 
ignorant, 2 Pef. 2. 5. Ofthefe things they arc willingly igno¬ 
rant. 

For the memory of them is forgotten 3 This is true in part, but 
not altogether, jojeph was forgotten in Egypt, Gideon in Ijrael. Exod . x. 
joafb remembred not the kindnefle which Jehojadah had done to j u dg, 9. 
him, but flew his fon, 2 Chron. 24. 21. Neverthelefle the foun¬ 
dation of God ftands firm, having this feal, the Lord knoweth 2 Tim. 2. 
thtm that are his*, and there isa book ofiemcmbrance written ?• 16 • 
before him,for them that fear the Lord, their names are writ- Lj *-* IO< 
ten in heaven, and the memory of the juft is fcfeffedl,Pr<w .1 o, 7. 

See the Note there. 

Verf. 6. Alio their love and their hatred, &c. Here is lie upon 
lie. The A theift as he had denyed knowledge to the dead , fo 
here he denies affeftions,as love,hatred, envy or zeal, as Hierom 
renders it. But it is certain, that thole that are dead in Jefus 
doe very dearly love God, and hate evill with a perfett hatred. 

The wicked on the other fide continue in that other 
world, to hate God andgoodnefle, to love fuch as them- 
felvea are, to ftomach the happinefle of thofe in hea¬ 
ven, 8cc. 

Verf. 7 . Got thy way , eat thy bread with joy 3 Fade,jujte, Goe thy 
way thou righteous man, live in cheerfulnefle of mind procee¬ 
ding from the teftimony of a good confidence: to Lyra fenf- 
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eth the words. Gods grace and favour turned btown bread 
and water into manchet and wine to the Martyr > in prifon. 
Rejoice not though, O Israel, for joy as other p< ople, ;fo.r 
thou haft gone awhoring from thy God, Hof. 9-1 Thou eateft 
thy bane, thou drinkcft thy poifon, hecaufc to the impure all 
things are impure, and without faith it is inapoftitleto pleafe 
God. In the trangreflon of an evillman there is a fna^e ( or a cord 

Trev. z$-6. to ftrangle his joy with) but the righteous doth fmg ai d rejoice , He 

may doe fo, he mnft doc fo; what fliould hinder 1 im? he hath 
-made his peace wit h God, and is reftju in omelet \ im be merry 
at his meals, lightlbme and fpruilein his clothecheerfull 
with his wife and children, &c. Is any manmerr y at ’ 'ieart , faith 
JamesUs he right fer,and hath he a right frame of foul? is all 
Jam. J- we [ w i t hj n >/ e / him flag PJalmsiyea as a traveller ride;: on merrily, 
and wears out the cedioufnefle of thelway,by finging fweet fongt 
unto himfelhfo (hould the Saints. 7 ^ ftatuteshave been my fongsin 
the honfe of my pilgrimage Pfal. 119.5 4. 

Verf. 8, Let thy garment j he alwaies white ) e. Neate, (pruife, 
cleanly, comely, Or by a metaphor it mayfigniie. Be merry 
in good manner: for they ufed to wear white clothing on feftivals, 
De 9iu thcore - anc l at weddings, as Philo witnefleth : i\t this day ;Jfo the Jews 
UC1 , come to their Synagogues in white ray ment the djy before the 

Antiq!comi!v. calends of September , which is their HtW-years-tide, Purple was 
Anton.Margarit. atfe&edby the Romms ,white by the Jews f See Jar 1.2.2. jHence 
Pilate clad Chrift in purple, Mat. 27. 28. Herod in white, Luh^ 
23.11. Herod hi mfclf, AH. 12.21. was arrayed in ro) 7 allappa- 
rell, that is in cloth of filvtr, faith Jofepbus 5 which being beaten 
upon by the funne-beames, daz.-Ied the peoples eyes, anddrew 
from them that blafphemousi acclamation, 1 he vou c of God , and 
sot of man. 

And kt tbincheadlazl^no oi/;/me»f)That thou maift Iooklmooth 
and handsome. See Mat. 6.16,17. Ointments were mucli ufed 
with thofe Eaftern people in banqueting? bathings, and at otlnr 
times, Lh^. 7.46. Mat/xb.y, By garments here fome under¬ 
hand the affe&ions (as Colef .3. 8 —12.) which mu ft alxvaies bee 
white , i.e. churfull, even in times of perfecutior , when thy 
garments haply are ftainedwith thine own blood. By the bead 
they underftandthe tboughts,whichmu{ia\fo bee kept lith and 
lightfomoiasanoinred with the oil of gladnefle. Crucemmulti 
abmimntHr,CTHitmvid(ntct,ftd non videntei mttionm. Crux tnim 
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inuntt* tfi , faith Bernard. Many men hate the crofle, beeaufe 
they fee the crofle only; butfee not the ointment that is upon it; 

For the crofle is anointed, and by the grace of Gods holy (piric 
helping our infirmities,it becomes not only light, but fweet,not 
only not troublefome, but even drfireable and delt&able. Mar - 
iyretiam in catena gaudet. Paul gloryed in his fufferings,his fpi- Aug. 
lit was cheered up by the thoughts of them,as by fome fragrant 
ointment. 

Verf. 9. Lite joyfully with the wife whom thou Isvift J As Iftac 
(themoft loving husband in Scripture) did with his Rebecca^ 
whom be loved,(Gen. 24 67.) not only as hiscounttey-woroan, 
kinf-woman, a good woman, &c.but as bis woman:mt with an 
ordinary or chriftian love only,but with aconjugall love,which 
indeed is that which will make marriage a merry-age, /wee- 
ten allcrotfes, feafon all comforts. Shee is called the wife of 
a mans bofbme, because (he ftiouId be loved as well at the heart 
in his bofome. God took one of mans ribs, and having built 
it into a wife, laid it again in his bofome ■ fo that (he is flefh ot 
his fitfti, yea (heis b impelf, as the Apoftle argues, and therebence 
enforceth this duty of love, Epbef. 5. Neither doth heefatif- 
fie himfeife in this argument, but. addes there- blow to. 
blow, fo to drive this naile Up to the heady the bet¬ 
ter to beate this duty into the heads and hearts of hu(- 
bands. 

All the dajes of the life oftby vanity ] Love and live comfortably 
together,as well in age as in youth,as,wellinthe fading as in 
the freftinefle of beauty. 

Which he hath given thee ] i,e. The wife ( not the life ) which 
he hath given thee. For marriages are made in heaven 3 as the 
Heathens alfo held. God as bee brought Eve to Adam at firft, 
foftillhee is the P aranymph that makes thematcb, and unites Prov. 18, 
their affe&ions. A prudent wife it of the Lord , foe a comfort, as a 
frowardis fora fcourge. ■ 1 ^ ; ^ 

All the days oftby vanity J i. e.of thy vaine vexatious life; 
the naileries whereof to mitigate,God hath given thee a meet-mate 
to compaftionate and communicate with; thee, and to be a prin* 
cjpall remedy : for Optimum foUtium foddlbijm , no comfort in 
mifery can be comparable to good company,that wilfympathize 
and (hare with us. 
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Fortbatiftbjportion~] And a very good oretoo , if fhee prove 
Arift.inRbdor. good. As if othevwUe^rifiotle faith right, he that is unhappy in 
a wife,hath IqIl the one halfe at leaft of hishappinefle on earth. 

And inthy labour which thou ta^ejl , &c. ) They tha : will marry 
(hall have trouble in thefle£h,i Cor. y. 28. let them look for it, 
and labour to make a vertue of necellity. As there is rejoicing in 
marriagej fo there is a deal of labour, i. t. of care, colt and cum¬ 
ber : Is it not good therefore to have a partner, fuch an one, as 
Sarah was to Abraham, a peece fo juft cut for him, as anfwcred 
him right in every joint#’ 

yerf. \o.Wbat[ocver ihine hand finds to doe,doe it with, t 'oy might j\Ve 
were made and (ct hereto be doing of fomething that may doe 
usgoodathoufand years hence, our time is (hort, ouruskeis 
long, our mailer urgent, an aufiere man , &o. worke therefore 
while the day lafteth, yea work hard, as afraid to bn taken with 
your task undone. The night of death comes when none can 
work.That’s a time not of doing,work, buc of rece iving wages; 
Up therefore and be doing,that the Lord rrfey be wi th you, 

Si lint. Pr<£cipita tempus -aurs air a impendet agents. 

C afiigtmus ergo mores&morar.The devil is therefore n.ore mifehie- 
vous becaufehe knoweshs hath butafhorctime,8c makes all th<f 
haft he can to out-work the children of light,in a quick di/patch 
Rev. 1*. 11. of deeds of darknefle. O learn for fhame of the dev. 11 , (as Lati r 
tner (aid once in another cafe) therefore to do your atmoft, be- 
cavifetbe time it port, or rolledup, as fails u(e to be when the (hip 
\.Cot-j.29» draws nigh t.O the Harbour. This argument prevailed much 
with St.Tcter to beftirre him in ftirring upthofe he wrote unto, 
becaufe he knew* that lie mu (ifirortly put off his (aberna :lc, 2 Pet. \.Y], 
14. The life of minis thelanopofGod, faith Solom w.God hath 
letup our lives a.s Alexanderyvehen he fat down befo - ea City,did 
ufetoefet upalight; togive.thohkvl:hin to hnde: ftand , that 
if they iCimeitortfc tavfeim whiles that light lifted, they 
might have quarter.: as if otherwife, no mercy *a« CO be ex¬ 
pend. , 'Ji ‘ . 

Vcrf. 11. tfbattl/ernceit.not to tin fwiftj Here she Preacher 
pTQYfthkwfoai&iis had found true by experience) by the event of 
nten&indeavQUC&.fc often fruftrated) that nothijg is in our 
; power^i but aU camied on by a providence, which oft 
■ crofleth our likelieft projects, that God may hav; the honour 
of all. Let a man be as fwift as Afahtl or Atlanta,y :t he may not 
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getthegoale, orefcapethe danger. The battell of Termn in 
prance (fought by our Henry 8) was called the batted of fpttrrs, ,be* s P cd - 
caufe many fled tor their lives, who yet fell ( as the men <ot At 
did) into the midft of their enemies. A t Alufel, -borough field many 
of the Scots running away, fo drained themfelves in their race. 


that they fell down breathlefteand dead , whereby they feemed . , . , 

in running from their death to run to it; whereas two 'non- tysirj*bn My 
find of them that lay all day as dead, got away fate in the votd . 


^ Norths battell to thefirong] As we fee in the cximples of Gideon , 
Jonathan & his armor-bearer, V avid in his encounter with Goliab- 


Honidas .who with ftxhundred men worftedfive hundred ihoufand 
oiXerxeJ hoft,Z>J».i i^.They Jhall be holptn with a little help. And 
why a little? that through weaker means we may fee Gods grea¬ 
ter ftrength, Zacb. 4 .6. Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit , 
(sitb the Lord. This Rjbfrakeb knew not,and therefore derided He- 
zelnah for trufting to hi* prayers,E fay ^6. 5. What can \ Hczektdh 
fay to embolden him to (land out? What? I hyjaitb Hezekiah I 
hive words of my lips, that is, Prayer. Prayer? faith Rabjbakeb , 
thole are empty words, an aery thing : for conn fell and prengtb 
ire for the war : (o fome read the words, and not in a Partnthefis, 


aVourTranflation.hath if. 


* S Neh^rTetireai\ltbewiff] To theworldly-wife. Thofe Lou-g 
Hem dj lac\ andfitffer hunger;but they that feek the Lord fioaP. not Pf*lH-i - 
any good thing. Their daily bread day by day, food convenient 
forthem , they (hall bee fure of. Dwell mthe land, anddoe 
good, and verily thou (halt be fed,P/a/. 37 - 5 - by vertue of a 
promife, and not by a providence only, as the young ravens 


T. J ’ 

Noryet riches to mn ofwtderfianding 3 Plutwh (aid by the Po» 
ets to be blind, and Fortune to favour fools. Ol Pope Clementy. Epit.hW.Gdhc. 
the French Chronicler faith, Papa hie ditior fuit ^am J^ienttor, 

This Pope was rather rich then wife. Arifiidet w*S lb poore 

that he brought a flurre upon Juftice (faith Plutarcb)as if ftte were 

not able to maintain her followers. Phodon alfo, P thpidu, Lamz- 

tbt»y Ephialns^crata&ok Gjfi Sages, were very poor .Epami- ^ 

metis hadbul drie ‘gai;mem.and that a (orry one too. La f aN ' /. 5 . 

«»# had force a fubfiftence. Many Wife men h aVe been hard 
put to’.c : Pauperias if P bilofipbU vernacular faith Apu¬ 
htin. 



I jS A Commentary or Expofition upon Chap. VIII, 

.nJijn.l, % 9 . Nor yet favour to men of ik/f\Rara ingenimm pr*\nta 3 rara item eft 
, iq« mercet,faith one,win and ski! is little fee by:fmal regard or reward 

is given to it ^whereas popular men fhould eftectn it as lilvcr 
( ftid JE'teuj Sylvius) Noble-men as gold., Princes as 
pearles. . 

But time andchance bappe/utb to them all] i.e.Every thing is done 
in its own time,andasGod b./ his providence orc.eieth it,not as 
men will 5 much IdU-b/ hap-hazard : for that which to mis 
cafuall and contingent, is by God Almighty farc-appointed 
and effettd; who mull therefore be feen and iou fht unto in the 
v ufe of means and hcond caufes. And if things fucceed not to our 

mind? 9 but that we labour in tbepre } yet we mud g’orijie Cod m 
tbefre 3 and live by faith. 

Fivcre fpe vidiqni mritHrut erat. 

Verf-12. For mm a’.fo knowetb not bis time 3 H*.‘ end , fay the 
Sepiuagint and Vulgar : What may befall him in after-time , fay 
others. 

Fkbileprincipium melior fortuna fequatw . 
ylcddit inpunUo quod non fperatur in am #. 


i VxJ. 5. j. 


Jofepb. 


So are the funs of nun (hared in an evill time] This is the redfliti: 
on of the fotnier proportion. As the fifhesare taigi, &c. So^are 
grjcelefle men fnared , &c. Security ufhers in their calamity: 
when they fiy peace and fafety, then fudden deiliu&ion breaks 
in upon them, astravell upon a woman with child , and they 
flldllnotefcape. God made fair weather before EbaraohtWl nee 
was in the heart of the red fca. The old world,.* odom , i Amnon , 
Belfb szzar 3 Herod } the rich fool, were all fudder ly furprized in 
the ruffe Of their jolicy. Jtrufalcm had three yerrs of ex'raor- 
dinary great plenty, befpre her latl utter deftrutrion. Pbilofo- 
pherS tell us, tha r before a fnow the weather will bee warmilhj 
when the wind lies, the great raine fails > and-the 
aire is moflr quiet, when fuddenly there w: 11 bee an carth- 

^ Verf. 13* Ibis veifdome alfobavtl fee*'] i. e. This fruit aRd ei- 
fea of wifdome have l obTernd, that through the iniquity of 
thc^iuies, it is flighted ^nd left unrewarded, it joined with a ' 
mean condition. , 

And itfamed great unto me 3 though n ot unto ihe Many , who 


Chap.VHfr-J, Ecclbsiastes,^/^Preacher. ixg 

value not wifdotn Of meanly habited ^according to its worth, 
confider not that 

Sapefrb attrita latitat fapitnt'a vefie , 
that within that leathern purfe may be apearle of great price , 
and in thofe earthen pots abundance ofgolden treafure. I know 
rhy poverty, but thou art rich. Rev. 2. The Cock on the dung¬ 
hill underftands not this : That which feems great to a Solomon 3 
ypdtis pro vili fnb pedibufqtte facet. Siultorum ttsim plena Junt 
omnia. 

Verf. 14. 1 here wot a little City 3 Such as was Lampfacum b:- 
fiegecT by Alexander, and faved by Anaximenes } Rhodes belie¬ 
ved by the Great ‘Tn^Rocbell by the French King, Geneva by the 
Dukeo (Savoy. This lalt a little City, a fmal? people environed 
with enemies, and bat*red out from all aid of neighbour Cities Brighumn. 
and Churc h es,yet is flrar.gely upheld.Well may they write a6 

they do on the one fide of their coy n, Pewr nofier pugnat pro nobis , Scnlnt. 

Our God fight* for us. 

Verf. 15. Now there mat found in it a poor n>ife man] Such as was y a i, m & x . 
Anaximenes at Lampfacum^nd Arcbimrdes at Syracufe , of whole 'Ovd^m. eyt , 
wifdom Plutarch teftifieth, that it was above the ordinary pofli- Afon* 
bility of a man,it was divine : And of whofe poverty SUitts a f- 
fares us, that he was 1 

Nttdus opttm, fed tut caelum lerraqui patertut. 

By his warlike devifesand engines hee fo defended his City a- 

giinft Marcillm the Roman General,that the fouldierscalled him 

Briireuf and Centimanw^GUnt invincible.there was no taking 

ofthe Town as Livy relates it. TheCity of Abel undelivered See juJg.9.11. 

by,’a wile woman that was in it,2 Sam zo.The city oiCoceinum in Turfhifi.il ?, 

thelfle of Lemnajfhy Manilla a Maiden of that City .Hippo could 

not be taken whiles Augufin was in it^nor Heidelberg whiles P 4- 

reuf lived. Flip a prelerved Samaria from the Syrians ; and the 

Prophet Ejhy Jent/aUm from the Affjrians. T.hy (hall not (boot an 

arron>ihere 3 nor come before it VPuhfbiclds , nor cafl a bank agazvji it, 

faith the Lord, E/ay 37.35 .Jeremy had preferved it longer, but 

that his counfell was flighted, Indeed, hee was a Pbylitian to 

a dying State, 

T Hnc ttemm dott iplui v*Ut arte malum . 

Ret mrttin remembred that famf poormm~] Had hee been fome 
D mtrius ?hjlanw 3 or fuch like Magnijieo, he fhould have had an 
hundred flames fi t up in honour of his good fcrvifje.Hce fhould 
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A Commentary or Expofittonupon Chap.VHj, 


-- r^^s^i^Savionr, as FM*W the K<man < 3 «peraU 

Hid or Falberjatber, as H*nUd:S afcer he; lad defeated 
the Turk. Bbtc being poor he is foon fetatide, and neicher me- 
coated nor honoured. This is Mrceimndiw worlds wages. 
TheDMtc&haveaproverb,that a manIhouldbow to thetrcechac* 
h id flieltered'him in a llorm.But many wel defervtngperfons,havc 
“ au f. to complain asEliar did when he fate under the Juniper.or i 
? - nikmifiJsdid, when he compared himlelfc to aPk-i,,, 

Sci npmtaf. J co , jntrevrae n in a tempi-' 1 would run for re ugej , 

ZZt,r‘ but when Sconce cook up, they would not only leave him, but 
™ll the leaves from him. . Are you weary, laid heeonce 
f h< . m Q f receiving fo many good turnes Irom one man? 
Verf. U. lUfch&W** « bem > &C *3 Tt ?‘ 15 heehadfaid 
tefore )C W 7 ..?.P'''>»-2‘- 22 -C s «. th ! ; .Nu>« teejbmnow 
™ on this new occaGon. tiuyumf** dratur, q, wdnunquamjam 

*" df 1 ZatM ,be ^ mammfd^udjOflMI Ithnm reads 1. 

thus, El/i pLhpauperuq** S,p f , 3 aep,&urba ’.)# q*f*fjm 
Sr that is, And the wildome of the poor man which is do 
. fnifecTand his words which are not hetrd. According to wh,eh 

reading, the fenleis, wifdome is better then length, yeaeven 
thedefpiied wildome of the poor man,8cc. Tlie .«f»*»tard 
Vulgar Laiinc read itjgjww* erge M»>«?«»?»" , $ 

& verba eim mn .Wiia/How therefore is the wildorn ol the We 
„ * deftifed.fe his words not heard; As making a wonder and . 
ffrange thing of ir.Too oftcnitbefils Gods poo' Handlers,citjur 
to be'ieiefted with fcorn.or it heard,yet not re:;ardcd,muchleit 
rewarded uniefie it be as Mitsui was by Abab , Jeremiah by his 
countrymen of ahathatt, JcfusChiiil by the proud Phanfets, 

j,i ) ie 27-St. Tasi by theungratefollC. rnthtjsj; his bo* 

1C *’’ 4 - 7 ' dily^prefence/Wrhey,is weak,hit Sermons without Philofo- 

r tf&.r4 meat are beard in quia <3 "The fubmiffe 
words of a poore man [peaking with good underilanchng, a« 
ratherheard then the big and boi/ierous words of proud fools. 
ZW met, Fail Nefamn borne •ndStu^ferbm , audax 6 -map* tay 

J fairh 7 inch)’ Neff<?ri»r the Herctick wasan igno •anT,proud 5 bo i }d J 

$^=Mnd prevailed very much clurebywkh toe' 
'filly.flmplef. How much better Chrjfojlomcrf,vhom it fa , 
that he was ^mueTfitm/U,&fMvit ( rgravts 9 gnvelj wee ^ 


Chap* IX. gc ci e si a s t *$,wtbe Pk e ac h er . i^i 

fweedy grave, and he was much admired for it. Gentle fhowres 
and dews that ddhJJ Jeafurely comfort the earth; when dafhing 
ftormes drawn the feed: The words ofwifemenJre by one well 
compared to the river Indus, which is faid both to fow the Eaft, Indus ffigoiMsfi 
and to water it 5 for fo it may be faid of the words of the wife, & f erere 0ri ' 
tfiat they are bothfemina&f»mna 3 borh feeds and rivers'fteds , emem dia ' u . ret 

becaufethey fow goodneffein their hearers; rivers, becaufe they Mx'inoZi 

water that which is town to make it to grow in them.Bwi the cry 
a violent torrent, which wafheth away that 
ground 11 ^ WCC ^’ an< * n ° C ^ Cr IC t0 continue in the 

iZlfmr 7 r u h f ° ols > '• c - ‘Hnfaft'lto final *,with his 

foolrih Counfellors, who doe commonly comply with him to 

StlSr " 9 ‘ li! Unrafooabfe -yrannlcall 

ltrmsd a[,J rrn r 'K n ? Wn l d * n dillipatfng that invin- 

pons Con< 5 ucr£d the worId by wifdomelot by wea- 

,. . ydnusbamnabUcnnCtando rtfiituitrtm. 

Not AF,/to but Wy/et is termed Jjtaiaip®- the/arier of O',to, F*,/ 

XT ' ra0reT ° m,e3 ^ hi ’P° Ii ‘P tbenfA/by S 

Arnw rfT r ”* f * «"d]He may be as an Z.toe in the 

mim, t „tif Sr croubk town,acommonmifchief.a 

1 CbVr ri h 1 S J , ,y ifhcbe ^eminent man, a s/,rofe. 

Sllfo fr !, " ° f rcb '] , i? n >"d wh0 

Ollotispp 2 King.2i.i i.and iobrought(uch evill nnnn .hnn, 

0 oev heard of«,*^ bis caret tingkd^er. 12 .Great mens 

J* M* f ° r PM**‘*r Achivi the poor people pay for 

chL chlnr/ 312 -^ 3 !" hej? did for Tnall clofew 

yet alive P I ’{England 3 f meraoraWe P aflra g e of a Reverend writer, 
yetanve, ^England: feares were greater, thy Rcfon&ation may 
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faveit fcr.S. i • If our hopes were greater, tby fin.and fecurity 
might undoe it, E^/. 9. i8.0nefinncr dettroyes much good. 
I only add", how much more a rabble of rebells, tonipiringto 
provoke God? Surelam.wee have great caufe to with for our 
countrev, as F enu did for the Rmijb Synagogue, I would we 
had Come Mofls, fa id hee, to take away the evills : Non 
enim unum tantum vitulumfedmultos babernr, for wes have not 
onely one golden Calfe,but many amonglt us. 


Chap. X. 


' Dead flies caufe the ointment, &c . 

T Hc Preacher had faid, that One /inner defl 'oyes much gwd, 
chap 8 .»8,here he affirms the fame of one/n.ne-, bee it but a 
final 1 fin, a fecudiUo, no bigger then a few dead flies ten intq a 
pot of fweet odors; it is of that ftinking nature, thaticftains 
. agoodmans efteem, and fly-bio wes his reputauon. A great 
nfany Ayes may fall into a tarre-box , and no hurt done. A 
final! fpet is foone feenin afwan 5 not fo, in 2 fwine Fine 
lawn is fooner and deeper ftained then courfe canvafe. A City 
upon an hill cannot be hid, the leafteclipfe 01 aberration m 
the heavenly bodies is quickly noted and notn cd If Jacob a 
, .lain nun deal deceitfully 5 the banks of blafphcnmvil be broken 

‘ down in a propbane E fau thereby. If bis unr .1 y fons falfifie 
With the Sbeihmitcs, he fhall have caufe to complain. Tee have 
nude me to flin^mong the inhabitants of the land, 6 m. Ujo. It 
Motes marry an Ethiopian woman,’t (hall be laid in hie difli, by 

the Tbilifiitns wilfoon have it by tteend («Mu W dbe«Gatb, 
- publijbeilitt tbc ftreeti of Askelon. IfPwiddoe atherwife then 
’ well at home, the name of God will loon fink. 

(tab goe upmudvifedly againll Fbmib mho ,, and fall by ha 
own folly, this |M b: bit dcrifim in the W Egypt, Hof-7- <• 
The entmies of God will foon compofc (satt/ift out of the 


Churches tragedies , and make themselves merry in her mifery; 

She is laid to be fair as the Moon: which though it be a beautiful Cant. C~ 10. 

creature and full of light,yet is Hie not without her black fpots 

and blem i/hes; (GW/Veur a fed per/petti ve glafies to defery moun« 

tames m her) Thele the Church malignant is ever eying and 

aggravating, palling by or depraving the better prattifes of 

Gods people. As vultures they hunt after carcafles, as fwine, Vulma ai , ml 

they musk in themuck-hill . as beetles, they would live and olemia fcrmiur 

dye in horfe-dung. It muft be our care as much as may be to 

maintain our reputation, to cut off all occafion of obloquielto 

be blafhelelie and harmlelFe, Phil. 2.15 .fair to the eye, and lweet 

to the tafte, as that tree in paradife; without blemiih from 

head to toot, as Abfolom was; A 7 o« aliunde nocibiles quam de men- Tertull. ad 

danone vitiorumpriftinorum ( as Tertullian faith of the Chriftians Sca ? ld - 

Ot his timejknown from all others by their innocence and pa- 

tience. That was a good choice (for this purpo/e ) that hee 

himieit made, Male miferandum quam erubejeendum , I had rather T m a, f Ua * 

be pityed then juftly reproached.Strive we fhould,to be as Paul perf. * 1 

ms,a good favour, 2 Cor. 2. and not to goe out, as they fay the 

devil doth,/n a flench. 1 J 

r V firj- 2 r m A K m t n l heart “ at h '“ ri £ ht haricf l He doth his bu- 
fiue/redncreetly anddexteroufly, hee is handy and happy at 
it. And as he ordereth his affairs with diftretion, fo he doth his af- p fa, ,1» 
fecnons too,reining them in with his right hand,and riotfuffe- 
ring them to run riot,as the fool doth oft to his utter mine. As 
“ f re inh " bea d> chap. 2. 14. fo his heart is at his 

right hand ,; he hath it at command, to think of what hee will, 
yvhen he wiilpt is as an hawk brought to the Faulkners lure; 
or as an horfe that is taught his pofltires. Hence he keeps his 
credit untainted,he retains the reputation ofa wife man, he 
rightly owns that honour that the Italians arrogate to them- 

ufr* fL^ r Clbia11 oftheirS i Ita/ '*j%t ante fad urn. 

The Italian is'well- 
advifedkfore the deed done,the Spaniard in,the German after if. 
d JW“^^^"W^A/rM(foicmaybcircn- 

1^,' h{ J. V atU I e F laced «i he never yet furrowed ( as tliofc : 
change borl/ f j* ^ to a tran ft nej itation, to a thorough ’E 

oMM inda u dmdnn , erSihishearcis ftHl in the j 
oldplace, he follows the courfe ot depraved nature, hee is a 
t'tfedflranger to the life of God. 1 



A Camncrturj erExpofitim ufm Chap.IX * 

' or il hurt l « to kit bmf] UM' rafli-Iy ru(h«U upon bull- 

neflc ■without due deliberation; and doth it aukwai dly,as with 
the left hand,and like a bungler, invita Minerva , & coUachry - 
mantibus Uufts , hee brings it to no good upfliot.Sec an> mftance 
of this in Hmn and his Counfellours, % Sam.i o. Ahab and his 
claw-backs, 1 King.22. Antichrift and his adherer u Bellamine 
bewayles it in thele words: Abeo teinpore,quo per vos Papa Anti - 
c briftusefle c cep it, non mo do nm crevit ejus imperim, fed finger may/ *c 
mb decrev1t.Lib4.de Pap.Eom.c.24. Ever finceyqe Proteftams 
have made the Pope to be Antichrift, his authority hath not 
only not increafed, but fiill more and more decreafed.Or thus, 
his heart k at hk left hander. is,hee puts away reafon and wife- 
Dt qua aome from himfelfe j as, for the moll part,th°fc tlungs which 
fintur homines men aiflike, are put away with, the left hand, Thus Junm 
ferefiuifira wr . . 

imm, Ve- alfo whenhee that k afodewlkfitb,&:.] In hisve^ 

™ gateJeftures, lookes,laughings 9 Stc hee bewrayes his Wit- 
lefnefie > as Jehu did his furioufneffe by thein anner of his 
marches 2 King.9.2. Hee winketh with hk eyes, fipe,ikgth with hit 
feetfieacheth with hk fingcrs,Frowardnefje k inhkhea't, 

T :;\* rsce the Note there) fucha fro ward foole wa ijulm 
the Apoftate a as Nazi anzen dslcribes him with ais colli crebre 
converfiaMS^ocuh vagi, pedes inftabiles,&c. frequent ’^rnmgof is 
neck-toflineuphishcad,wild eyes,wandringteet,occ. Andlucrt 
W emhofei«#fy daughters of Sin,thzt 

necks and wanton eyes, mincing and making a tmckjn gas tkywent , 

>. , tTZy/hanlkt^ 

^ And hee faith to every one that he k a foole] Upon the matter lie 
faith it,though he fay nothing; Prov. 17. »8. it ts faid that a 
foole.whiles he holds his tongue,is held a wife man 5 that * t , it 
neither bv his tongue nor any other part of his body hee dil 
cover himfelfv but that can hardly bee, fith foil 7 Bowes from 
man, (as excrements doe from lick folk) andthey feel it not, 
* will hardlv be nerlwaded of it. Symmachus , ff/erc we, and others 
l%uli!Zft. referre thehft Hee in this fentence,not to the foe 1 Himfelfe,but 


Dicit deemnk 
hH'&uhui eft. 


Arifi.fkil.lib~ 


Cfcap.lX. Ecclesiastes^/^ Preacher. I3J 

heethinkes others to be: and as men mufefe they ufe, whether it 

be for the better or the worfe, Jacob could not imagine that 

his Tons were fobafe,as to make away their brother Jofep b, but. 

faid. Surely [omeevill Beafihath devoured him."- Jojbuah never fufpe- Get*$742; 

tted the falfe Gibeonites, nor the reft of the Difciples, Iudas, when. 

our Saviour faidfiPbat thou dofi,doequicbfy, and again, whenhee 

faid. One of you Jhall betray me. On the other fide Fools conceit 

the whole world to bee nude up of folly, as the Lacedemonians 

once neminem bonum fieri publick literk columna ineijis fanxerunt, p/m in quajfi 

{cored it upon their publick ports, that there was none good Grae.] 

no not one ; as Clodius and Caligula (being themfelves notori- Dio. 

ous whoremongers) would not be perfwaded,thac there was a- 

ny chafte perfon upon earth: as the Dcvill charged God with 

EflZ/J,Which i s his own proper difeaft, Gen.3.5.The old Proverb' 

faith. The mother feekes the daughter in the Oven, as ^having 

bcene therefomecime.her felfc. I darefay (quoth homer) that 

Cramner would recarir,ifhe might have his living: fo judging of 

another by himfelf. , _ 

Verf. 4. If the Jpirit of thy ruler rife uf,&c. leave not thy place] 

Thine Office,duty, and obedience: A metaphor from military 

nutters. A fouldier mull not ftart from his ftation 4 but keep to j VeimnAtn* 

the place,alfigned him by his Captain; So here, audio/. 

Ferdidit arrna, locum virtutk <kferuit,&c. Horn. 

Others rendcrit, Doe not Per ftfi in thy place,doe not {land to af¬ 
front anger: but goe afide a little out of fight, as Jona¬ 
than, when his father had throwne a javeling at him., 
went forth a {hooting. See the Note on Chap. 8 3. and on 
Prov. jy>i. 

For ye elding pacifieth great offences] Thusby yeeldine, David 
pacified Saul-,Abigail, Dcrvid. Secfrw. *5. with the Note. 

Salve the wound,and favethy felf.The weak reed, by bending 
in a rough wind, receiveth no hurt, when the fturdy oak. is 
turned up by the roots. 

Verfe 5. As an err our which proceedeth from the E «fer] Oran ig¬ 
norance (as Hierome renders it) (fothe Septuagint) as 

a thing unwillingly done. An errour,an,infirmity it muft bee cal- 
lcdjbecaufe cUprmittedby great ones; butiii true account it 
is a grofle evill, the very peft of vertue and caufe of confufion, 
viz. the advancement of mofl unworthy and incapable per- 
fons, and that. for the Princes pleafurc fake, becaufe hee^wilj 






A Commentary or Expoftion upn Ctiap. X. I J * j_\ 


Ecclesiastes ,orthe Preacher. 


item abfolute An Earl of Kildare was complained of to ourHew- 
Heyl.Qcog Hg- ry the Eight:and when his adverfary concluded his inveftive 
‘ jo'i. vj\th,Final!y } alI Ireland canvM rule this Earl ,the King repIyed/Zben 

f} ?a il t hif lari rule all Ireland ; and fo, tor his jeft f;.ke,made him 
Deputy. 

Salvijn. y er f. 6 . Foil) it fet in great dignity J Sedes puna &vita imi t 

thefe fuit not, Dignitas in indignoejl ornamentum in Uto. . Royal¬ 
ty it I'clfe, without righteoufneffe, is but eminent difhonour. 
When a took is fet in "dignity, it is (faith one) as when an 
handfull of hay is fet up to give light: which with fmoke 
and fmell, otfendeth all that are neer. When a£ the worthy 
Cd ’ tW ‘ Cc in low place, it is as whena goodly candle (t..iac on a table 

would give a comfortable and comely light) i ; put under a 

bufhell. , . 

AndJbc rich in lowpla re] i. e. The Wife (as appears by the op- 
‘ ’ pofition) who, in true account, are the only ricti,7«m.2./.rich 

in Faith/1 Tm.6. 18. rich in good works,' LuV. 12.21. rich to 
God-ward, who hath highly honoured andad/anced them, 
i though vilipended and under-rated by men: digr.i etiam qui di - 
! tentur, worthy they are alfo to be fet in higheft places, as being 
j drained from the dregges, and lifted from thebiannes of the 
common fort of people. Dignity fhould wait upon defert, as 
it did here in 'Englandjn King Edward the fixths days, that aure- 
. Skfl.epiJ}. 9 1. um Uculum, in quo henores melioribus dabantur , as Sene ca hath it,that 
• * golden age,in which honours were bellowed on 1 hofethat belt 

deferved them. But in cafe it prove otherwife,as it often doth, 
(the golden Bifhoprick of Carthage fell to the lot if leaden Au¬ 
relius, and little Hippo to great St. A uftin. Varna fus thefchol- 

ler was advanced to the See of Rome , when Hierme his mailer 
ended hisdayes in his cell at Betklehm ) yet vex tue is its own 
competent encouragement: and will rather chute to lyejn 
the duff, then to rife by wickedncfle: Citofaidhie had rather 
men fhould queftion why hee had no flatue or monument ere- 
fted in honor of him,then why he had? The wife Hiflorian ob- 
• Tacit: Ami. ferved that the ftatucs of Brutus and Cafius, to pi tfulgebant quod 
non vifebantur, were the more glorious and allullnous, becaule 

they were not brought out with other images in a ; folemn pro- 

A ‘llrufwn in ce (L on at the funerall of Germanicus.God pleafeth *himtelf(faith 
Baftll) in beholding a hidden Pearle, 4 n 1 difrefpefted 
\;licmt. body. A rich Hone is of no lefTe worth, when locked 


up in a wicker casket, then when it is fet in a royali dia- 

Verf- 7. I have jeen [ervants upon horfesl i. 'e. Servile foules,^"^/^*’* 
bafe fpirited abjetts,flaves to their lulls, \mines ad jervttutmj p, lvej b) ' mr( 
partitas , as 7 ybcriuf faid of his Romans , naturall flaves born to be defiinue of ai 
fo (as the Cappadocians) brute beafls made and taken to bte de- £’f<* to rule or 
ftroyed, 2 PeU2.12.Hi perfrkant ft onttm & dignioresfe dicunt quam ^ ^ 

Cato mm, qui prat ores fierent 3 as Vatin w did. Thefe feta good face glbita \ dt'dc- 
upon’t,many times;and leap into the faddle of Authority,ride io dignitm pe¬ 
on ftrong and (hining palfries, ride without reins in the pro> jfa// vias pub 
fecution of their ambitious ends, till,unhorft with Hamanj they licM ma "M «- 
that were erft a terrour,become a fcom. See the Note on Pret;, JJJJJ 
30.22. 

And Princes walking as [ervants upon the Earth'] In Perfta at this 
day.the difference between the Gentleman and the flaye is, that 
the Have never rides,the Gentleman never goes on foot* they 
buy,fell, confer, fight, doe all on horfe bacK. When Docg Sauls 
heardfman the Edomite , & Tobiab the fervant the Ammonite were 
got#« cock^horfe, there was no hoe with them, but they would 
needs ride to the Dev ill : When Juftinian the fecond was Eni- 
ptcrour,Steven the Per/r*«,being made Lord High Chamberlain, 
grew to that height of infolcncy, that hee prefumed to cha- Fmr.cbrtn, 
ftifewith rods the Emperours own mother ; as if fheehad been 
fome bate flave. In the yeare of Grace 1525. the Boars of Ger¬ 
many rofeup againfl their Rulers,and would lay all levell, that 
fervants might ride cheek by)oul(as they fay)with Frinccs.Sed 
mi[erabilh& lamentabiUs tandem hujus flultitia exitus fuit , faith Lvutt , in bunt 
Lavater. But thefe fools paid dear for their proud attempt: and tec. 
after a miferable flaughter of many thoufands of them, were 
fent home by the weeping crofle, ad.beatos raftroStbenediftum ara ^ 
lrum 3 janttamque fiivam (as Eacholcerus phrafeth it) to handle a- 
gain (in Head of guns and fwords) their bldfed rakes, Plow- 
ftaves,and horfe-whips.Their generall Munccr was tortured Buchdc.lnl 
to death:being fo mated and amazcdjlhat he was not able to re- Chron 
peat his Crced,&:c. 

Verf, 8- Hee that diggeth a tit- (frail faHinto if] As heedlJTc 
huntfmen doe. He that being ofbafe beginning and unmeet for 
Government,feekes to fet up himfelfe upon better mens mines, 
and where he finds.rtota way,to make it, fhall fall from his 
high hopes into remedilefle mifery, as he hath made a. 

match _ -r-: 
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"-^^ithmTfii^fohe {hall have his belly-full of it. As 

hee hath conceived with guile, fo (though. 1 ee grow never 
fo big) hee (hall bring forth nothing but vanity, and worfe, 

. Theh.dgeof Gods command.. 

ments (” our firft Parents did to come to the fora.dden frm t )a 
* _S. onrt tVip novfon cannot be gotten out. O- 


SpCtd. 


ferrite. 


Grander, 


*Dion,KnIic. 


ier. 6 . 


ments (as our firft Parents did to came to uu —--- --- v- 

fcrpent bites fuch,and the poyfon cannot he gotten out O. 

£ fenfe it thus fand I rather incline) He that. Peeks to over- 
i 1-1 j_.—11 lom pc snn elrabl 


there fenfe it thus fand I rather incline; ncana.. ~ — 

thrwv theFundamentall lawes, and eftabliihed Government 
ofa Common-wealth, and to breake downe tne fences and 
moundsof foveraignity and fubjeflion,lhal i no leffefbu much 

more) imperillhimfelti, then hee that pulls up an.oldhedge 

Xdn Serpents, Snakes, and Adders, doe u tally lurk and 
lye in wait to doc milchiete, iVat Tyler the rebell dared to lay, 
tLt all the Lawes of E mlmi (houldcomeout of his mouth. 
c f fl. j uttered fomewhat to the like ienfe in Ireland-. Our 
g 3 "re our hedges, fo our Oathes ( quafi 
In,,) Let us looke to both, or weeare loft people. Del Dm 
Ut JmmitiohiC ade, fit mbit mnibm emmida quan fit ammia. 
Ver.o.ffbojo nmmth ftmtfiallhe hurt therewith ]So he thatat- 
l„Zh We & remove theioints.and peices ot a fctled C-o- 


vermnentjthere is danger, that like Sampfan, hee 1 =>e crufhttin the 

_ . c^^^orr'.upcrheienleotit. ri 


vernment there is danger,that like S*fJ«h heel oe cnunc m uv 
S Sone gives the fenfe ofit. He that gocch about to «- 
™“V* a Ruler out of his place, and to divide a etled Govern- 
movca Rul . . * it p e if e undertake^ a dangerous 

lnC - nt t f knfineffe As hee undertaketh a defDerate worke, 
Sh Lll his reward be. It is evill medling wi ch edged tools, 
kcfaUhlnoihalncerpreter. Some by Jhm there underftand 

and Tihy" f 

2t w“ efJ. thatt 0gat ' t G S °d 0d th« 

!awe y s of a Und er the good old wa«s of God , tha 
have given reft to fo many foules ? Sev the .Mote on rrn. 

2 ^Arj hit that cleave,>h weed, jl,all lecin danger My] ohs. of 

hreakin£hist0oles,itnot hisftuns . fpeciallyif g 

at k ^This is to the lamefenfe with the three former .fimili- 
mdes Cyprian makes ufe of this text agamft Schifmatiques, 
. Zrimlen t UonaVeriditabitur. in ec ft exciderit fer- 


tl ,A e * Cyprian makes ule ot tnis text *&*“*». ^ 
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that the iron fall off. Hkrome by wood here underftands Here- 

ticksjas being unfruitful! and unfit for Gods buildingjand makes 

this Noteupon it^ghiamvis fitprttdtns &do&w vir^&c. Although 

hee be a wile and a learned man,who with the fword of his difi- 

courlc cutceth this knotty wood,he will be endangered by it,un- Jiieron: in tec'. 

leffe he be very carefull. 

Verf.io. If tht Iron be blunt'] P/isycalls iron the beft and word Lib.i\.cap.n 
iaftmmentofmans life,andftievves the many ufes of it: as in 
plowing,planting, pruning, plaining, &c. but abominates the 
ule of it inwarre and murthering weapons. Porjena enjoyned 
the Romanes, m jerro nifi in agricultura uterenWr t faith he* that 
they fhould not ufe iron but only about their Husbandry. The Pl} rt. 
TbilifiimJ took the like order with the difarmed lfraelites , I Sam. 

13,19. among whom fwordsand fpears were geafen s (hares and 
coulters they allowed them, but fo as that they muft goe down 
to the Pbilifiims for ftiarpenlng. Gregory compares the Devill to 
thefe Pbilifiimj , blinding and blunting mens wits and under- 
ftandings, left the light of laving truth (hould (hine unto them. 

Thefe Edge-tooles therefore muft be whetted by the ufe of holy 
ordinances, and much firengthput to,great pains taken ,virtutibus \ Cor . 4.4;' 
c trroborabituis (fothe old Tranflation hath it.) But when all’s 
done, hee muft needfly bee obtufe acutttf 9 which feeth not that 
wifdom is profitable to dirc&: that ti, that (whether the iron 
be blunt or (harp 5 whetted or not whetted, more ftrength added, 
or not added) ’tis wifdome that rettifies all^ov the benefit of rcSi- 
fj/fcg ii wifdome ♦ There U none to tbat 3 as David faid of Goliatfs 
fivord. 

Verf, ir. Surety the Serpent will bite without enchantment] It is 
for want of wildom that the babbler, or tongue~mafierfa,% the Ori- 
ginall harh it)is nothing better,then the moll poifonons ferpent: 
nay, in fjmerefpefts,wor(e. For one Serpent ftings not ano¬ 
ther's back-biters doe their beft friends. And whereas Serpents 
may be charmed,or their poyfon kept from the vitalls, contra 
Sycophant* morfttm non efi nmedium^i the Proverb hat h it, there’s 
no help to be had for the biting of a Sycophant: His tongue is 
fnlloj deadly poyfon filth St. James. Again, ferpents ufually hide r . 
and give warning (though the Septuagim here read non mfibilo 3 ° 
the vulgar infilentio ,in (ilence and without hiffing,for ,without en¬ 
chantment) fo doth not the flanderer,and detraftour.-heisafilent 
Serpent,and like the Dogs of Congo which bite, but bark not-And VurcbPilei 
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therefore,as all men hate a Serpent, and fly from the fight of it ; 
{o will wife men (him the fociety of a flanderer. And as any one 
abhors to be like to that old Serpent the Devill,fo I :t him efchevv 
this ew 11. . 

Verf. 12. ihi words of a mjt mans mouth are graciow ]Heb.Art 
grace^they are nothing but grace, (To the French Tranllatour 
hath it) inch as render him gracious wirh God and men,(fo Ly¬ 
ra gk ir.th'it) as being ulually feafoned with Salt , and minijlring 
grace to the bearer j. 

B»t the lips of a fool [wallow upbimfelfe ] Sodainly utterly, una¬ 
voidably, as the Whale did Jonas&s the devouring fword doth 
thole that fall under it^as the grave doth all the ltv ng.How ma¬ 
ny of all forts in all ages have periflied by their unruly tongues, 
blabbing or belching out words, q»* rtditurape,jugnlum 9 (as 
fliny phrafeth it) that were driven down their tl roates againe 
Cavenefemt by the wronged and aggrieved parties?Take heed (faith the A- 
lingua tun col - rabick provcrb)left thy tongue cut thy throat: it s compared to 
lum mum. g fp ar p Mazour doing deceit, PJaL<j 2.3. which inflead ofeutting 
Scal. 4 r.Prov. t j JC hair, cuts the throat. 

Verf. 13. 2 be beginning of Lit mords are folly'] Heis an incon- 
fideratcIdeot,utters incoherences, powres forth a flood of fol¬ 
lies, his whole diicourfe is frivolous, futilous. To begmfoo- 
lifhly may befall a wife man^but when he fees it,or hath it (hew¬ 
ed unto him. hee will not perfi h:Once have 1 fpol^.i , faith holy 
Job, but I will not anfwer agabr.yea twicefiout 1 will pr occed no further , 
Chap. 40.4,5. Much otherwise the fool, andbecaife hewillbce 
dilii fit: dominiums verfe 11.) having lafht out at Srft, he Janch- 
eth further out into the deep,asi« were, of idle and evill prattle. 
And if you offer, te interrupt oradmonifh him, the end *f hit talk, 
ii mifcbkvounnadntffe , he blufters and lets fly on ill hands, Iay- 
ing.about him like a madde man. And fo wee ha /e here,(as one 
faith J the Serpent,the Babbler (Tpoken of in the eleventh verfe) 
wreathed into a circle : his two ends, head and t< ii, meeting to- 
7 CTm ' gether. And as at the one end, he is a Serpen^having his King in 
his headjlo at the other end heis a Scorpion, having hi* fling in 
His taile. 


He font q\u 

graet. 

Col. 4. 


Verf. 14 .A Fool aifo is full of words] A very 1 >ordy man he is, 
Mon) oratorUcft anc j, g reat deal of fmal talk he hastvocesfufque dey, effutit inanes , 
re'/St'mem. **Tbuanut hath it, hee la yes on more words then the matter 
Flut. . ' will wel bear,And this cuftom of his is graphical ly expreffed by 
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an imitation of his vain tautologies. A man cannot tell (faith he) 
rvbatjball be after bim&nd what {ball be after him 3 who can teP.He hath 
got this fentence,0hat may well become a wife man, cbap. 6 .12. 

& 87.) by the end,and he weares it thread-bare, hee hath never 
done with it, mifapplying andabufing it to the defence of his 
wilfull and widefte enterprifes. Thus the a(Te in the Fable 
would needes imitate the dogge, leaping and fawning in . 
like manner,on his mafter: but with ill fuccefle. The lip of ex¬ 
cellency becomes not a fool,Prow. 17. i7.(See the Note there: See 
alio P/w. io.Ip. Prov.ij.zj, Ecdef. 5.3.7. with the Notes) But 
empty casks,we know,found loudeft.and baler metals ring fhril- 
left; things of little worth are ever mod plentiful. Hiftory and 
experience tells us,that fome kind of moufe breedeth 120 young 
ones in one nefl; whereas the Lyon and Elephant bears but o ne 
at once, d>xd, kio rm. fo the Ieafl wit yeelds the mod words, and 
as any one is more wife’, hee is more fparing of his fpeeches. 

Hefisd faith chat words,as a precious creature, (hould be thriftily 
husbanded,and warily wafted. Chriftians know, that for every 
waft word account mud be given at the great day. Mat. 1 2 . 3 < 5 .See 
the Note there. 

Verfe 15. The labour of the foolifh wearietb every one of them J 
Whileft hee laboureth in vair.e, and maketh much adoc to little 
purpofe. Hee medleth in many things,and to createth himfelf 
many erodes: hee will needs bee full of bufinefle, and fo mull 
needs be full oftrouble, (ith he wants wit to manage the one,and. 
improve the other. T hot* art weariedin tbegreatnejfe ef thy way , Ifai.%’ 7 :i Q .& 
And again, If bon art wearied itt the multitude ef tby cottnfdls, faith 47-13. 

God to fuch, as had wearied him a Ifo with their iniquities , and 
made him to firve with their finnes , J/i.43.24. Yea-even then, when 
they thinke they have done him very good fervicc. Thus Paul, 
before his converfion, perfecuted the Saints fo eagerly,and was 
fo mad upatit (as himlclfefpeaketh,) that, like a tired Wolf, Ath 26. 
wearyed in worrying the flock, hee lay panting as ic were for 
breath : and when he could doe no more,yet breathed out threat- 9 * r. 

wiwg/.Thus Bonner would work himfelf windUfs almoft, in but- 
fetting the Martyrs, and whipping them with rods, as hee did 1 
Mr. Bartlet Gree«,Mr.Ro«gb,and many others. So the Philofo- 
phers wearyedthemfelves and their followers in theitwild dil- 
tjuifnions after, and difeourfes of the chief Happineflerwhich, 
becaufe it lay not in their walk,therefore ab itimre regio deviantes 
ad Mam metropolim non potuerunt pervmre , faith Cajfian 3 they wan* 
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dring from the King of Heavens High-way,they could never be 
able to get to that Metropolitan City, called Jehovab-jbammab, 
or the Lord is They wandered in the wilder- 

nefTe,in a folitary way,they tound no City to dxveUn,Pfa(,icj. 
4. Fooles many times beat their wings much, as if they would 
By far and high, but with the Buftard,they cannot r fe above the 
eart h: or if they dee, they are foon pull’d down agai n by the de- 
vill to feed upon the worft of excrements,as the Lapwing doth, 
fwint, though it hath a coronet on the head.'and is therefore fitly made 
an bieroglyphick of infelicity. 

Verfe r6. Woe to thee 0 land^whentby King is a Child ] fe. In 
undemanding, though riot in years, fuch as was ikcbem (Gen. 
34.19. Neque diftulit piter) and Reboboam , l Kings 14. 21. with 
2 Cbron. 13. y.Solomon was a Child-King , fo was JoftabfVzziab, 
our Edward the Sixth : and yet it was well with the land in 


their dayes. 1 

Hie regum decut & juvenumfloJ, fpefyuc bonorttm, j 
Vdiciee fecli gloria gentit erat, } 

'ASfstodflfm* As Cardan fingsof King Edward in his Epitaph. As hee was j 
the higheft, fo I verily beleeve hee was the holyeft in the whole * 
Kingdome, faith Mr. Ridley Martyr. Andwhileft things were 
carried onby himfelfe, in his health time, all went very well 
here : and fi pcrlrges fas iKifuijJet omnia proprio nun &voluntate 
regtre, it by the Laws of the Land hee might have done all 
. himfelf, without Officers, all ffiould have been fa • better done, 
{ahh Mr. Cartwright upon this Text. By Child is 1 ere therefore 
meant a weak or wicked King,that lets loofe the golden reins of 
Government, is carried by hispaftions, lyeth heavy upon his 
Subjc&s: See Efai.%. 6. compared with verfe 13. Such Princes 
arethreatned as a plague to a people, Levit. 26 17. and they 
prove no leffie : this childhood of theirs is the matur ity of their 
Subjects miCery ,tke Land it fclf is n’^.and woe it fell the Land, as 
one Expofitour obferved from the W'ord ifc} here u; ed; which fig- 
nifieth both Woe and Land. See Job 3 4.3 o. 

AndibePrincesealinibemorning] As children life tocall for 
meat, asfoon as they have rubdfleep out of ther eyes. If the 
King be a child,the State-Officers will bee loofe :nd luxurious: 
yea,likemorning wolve?,will devoure the prey,and nourifh ihm- 
; - felves at in a day of (laughter. The morning is a tim e to feek God 
F ' and fcarch for wifdome, Prov. 8.17. to fit in Cot nfell, and dif- 

parcty 
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patch bufineffes.as was Mofo hit manner Wl8«d the an- 
cicntEtmam. Scipio Africanw was wont before day to goc into 
the Capitoll, in allam Jam, into Jnuun Chappell, and there 
,0 ftay a great while, q-afi mfnltnm it ref: <«« JmfrthGcUu L,b. 7 .»,.l. 

as if hee were confulting with Japiter, concerning the Weak 
Publike : whence his deeds wer ef Braque admtranda, admirable, 
for the moft part,faith that Heathen Author. 

Verfe 17 . Bh-jfed art thou 0 Land t &c.flta nati ejhi utbona ma~ Arm / 7,^4; 
laqut vejtra adRetnp: prtineant .You Goyernours are of foch con- 
Sion, as that y obr good or evill daeda are of pub]*, concern- 
menc, faith he ivuTacim.lt is either weal or woe with the land, 

as it is well or ill-governed. ■ 

When tby King is the Son of Nobles^ Well- born, and pet better bred: 
for elfe they will bee noli tnagis quam nob iks,not able, or notorious , Pnnceptbonk 
kino, : mi. Our He, r, fheVft (firnamed was «£$£ 

often heard to fay,that an unlearned King was no better then a Hj eron> in 
Crowned A (ft. Sure it is, that royalty without righteoufneffe, fs speed. .. 
but eminent diffionour: guildedrottennelTe, golden damnati¬ 
on. Godly men are the excellent Ohes of the Earth, PJalmei 6. 
the RrrseMJ were more T&ble or better gentlemen thenthofe of Ityvln&u 
Tbeffalonica, non per civilem dignitatem fed perfpintuakm dignatic- Ails 17.11,. 
nenu not by civill butby fpiri wall dignity : without which,. ri¬ 
ches, revenue, retinue, high-birth &c. are but (hadowes and 
lhapes of Noblcnefie. Since thou haft been precious in my fight, 
thou haft been honorable, faithGod, CIJ-.4J.4.) who is the 
top of good mens kin, as Religion is theroot. But for wane 
Of this it was that I cboiakim though royal y defeended,«liken¬ 
ed to on Afle, Jrr.22,1 9. and Antioch™, though a mighty Mo¬ 
narches called a vile perfoJi,T)an.ii. . 

And tby Princes eate indm feafen, for firength.&c.] Being mo- 
deft and moderate, not diffluent and debauched. Great men 
(houldnot cater fir the flefb, 'Rom . 13. tilt, butfo feiye the body, 
that the body Politick may bee ferVed by it, and the Lord 
by both. Did ever any one fee King Veiutarus dancing or 
drunken > faith Cicero .- and this he holds to be a hngular com¬ 
mendation. SeePr™.3*-3 9 4-8cc. with Notes : See my common ^.proKea 

• pl Verfe^t mud f.oihfulneffe the hmlding decayed"] So doth 
the Common-wealth, not fhclicred with good Government 

For asthehoulholder is in his houfe, fo is the Magtftrato »n the 
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Heleh.AcUn 

nit. 


City and the King in his Dominion?.'. In his P.lace hee may 
fee a pattcrn'ofhisKingdom, a draught of his City: Eipecial- 
ly if it be, as GforgdPcmcc of Anbaltr was, Eccleja, Academia, 
Cftria } a Church, an Univerfity and a Courr. For the better 
difpatch ofcivill buhneflcs, there was dayly-praying, reading, 
-writing, yea and.preachtngtoo* as Melanchtbom^ Scuhetut re¬ 
port. Here was no place for floth and fluggiftme .Te within this 
fiioft pious Princes Territories. His houfc was Ulilr of Cedar. 

Cants i.t7. ,fa amSi 0 ( living flottej: his policy a Tbsoeratie^ a:; Jojeplm faith 
- 0 f the jewifa Government: and of his people it might beefaid 
as Polydor Virgil faith of the Erz^lip,Regnum Anglia regmm Dei: 0 
the bleffednelfes offuch a Country! 

And through idlemffeof the handy, ththoufe dropp 'lb,&"C.'] StiU 
licidia pr<ecedunt ruinamtficpxnMgravijjimafjeviores ,faith Hierame, 
If courle be not timely taken, the hou/cwill r an toruine for 
want of people or rcparation.So will that perfon that takes noc 
warning by lighter punifliments. Surely as one cloud folknvsa- 
nother 5 tilI the Sun diiperfeth ! them : So doe jud^ements^greater 
fucceed Idler, till men meeting God by repent;.nee difatm his 
wrath. 

Verf. 19. A ft a ft is made for laughter: and wim makplb tnerrf] 

• Slothfull Governours, Regni dilapidatores , (To our Henry the 
third was called for.his pride and prodigality) a re all for feaft- 
ing andfrollicking. SeePrw.31.4. with 5,4. This can¬ 

not bee maintained without money : for the getting and ga¬ 
thering in whereof, the poorepeople are pilled a nd polled, and 
rich mens gifts are received, to the perverting of Juftice, by 
thofecorrupt Ruler?,y«j vili ’pretio nibilnon bttmile & vile parati 
funt facere^s Gregory 7 bawnaturgus ipeaketh in his Note upon this 
verfe 

many anfwereth all thing}'] It gives a fatisfa^ory anfwerto 


JJaRiel.J 


whatfoever isdefired or demanded. Seneca faith, circa peemiam 
mrtltuM vociferationis eftj that about mGny there is much noife, 

A«r ea t crying : but though never fo much, never fb great, money 
foipot piiuctv - dnfwentb all, it effefts all. What great defignes did Philip bring to 
’nviTM- pjflfe in Greece by his Gold V the very Oracles werefaid Qttovvi* 

HiertfobeaP. 14 ' to aS Philip wcu ^ have them, Aniipater non tennis yuit 

^ l ‘ r:’feettni<e , &ideoprtvalidje fcte»ti£ t faith Egefppw. heewasa well- ’ 

tfltfjlroii/and mon.ysd man,and therefore a very mighty man. The Hebrew or 
112 to prepare, rather Chaldee word u(ed for monj} 1 Chron, 297. Ezra. 8.27. 
r the 
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Henifies to doe fame great work,^ becaufe Mony is the Monarch of 
thewrld 3 and therein beares moft maftery; Among futtours(in 

love and in Law efpecially; mony drives the bargameand ball- 
nefle to an upfhot, nA . , 

Verf. 3 o. Cnrfe not the King}, m not in thy thought] Ur, in tby 
cmfiiwce : bu t,in this or any other kind, 

Eurpe quid aBuruf, tefine tifie time. 

The prefent Government is ever grievous: ] and nothing mOFeU- ^ u p. n \ 
fuallthen to grudge againft it: . but take heed of willing hurt A * 
to RulersC thought is not free) much mom of uttering it though 
in hu gger-mugger ; Kings have long ears, heavy hands; walls 
alfo and hedges have ears. Some may overhear thee, as Mordt- 
ai did the two T ray tours, Eflb. 2.22. or thou mayft unwit¬ 
tingly and unwillingly betray thy felfe, as our Powder-Plot- 

K Ehat which bath wing, &cl] It wasaquillj a peeccof a vwng, 
thatdil’covered that hcllilh plot. Wilful! murder and treafon 
will outby one means or other. Thofe two Traytours lent by 
Mahomet to kill Scandtrbeg, falling out betwixt themfdveSp. lec r ^ ^ 

fall fomething.thatbrought all to light and them^ves to* pu- 60m . 

nilhment. The like befell that Gentleman of Noftnaudy that Pr0f . 
confeiTed to a Pried his intentto have killed King Franc*. 
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Chap. XI. 

Verf. r, 

Caft tby bread. 

AhM^fol T^Hine own well-gotten goods. Aimes muftnot bee giVen 

7 6y. '• 1 (faid a Martyr) undllit havefweat in a mans hand. Let 

him labour workingwith his hands (faith the /ipoftle) that 
he may have togive to him that needeth, EpbeJ. 4.28. And the 
bountifull man giveth of bis bread to the poore, faith Salomon, 
Ain.2,8. Prov. 22. p. God hatethtohave ex raptna bslocanjlttn ’.a Sacrifice of 

things got by rapine and robbery: with fitch Sacrifices Qod is not 
rvel-pleafed. YVherefore if thou haft of thine own, give. If not, 
better for thee to gratifie none, then to gate upo a any, faith 
Augufiine. When our Ht»ry the third (an.oppn.-lfing Prince) 
bad lpnta load of freeze to the F rier Miners, to clo ith them,they. 
returned the fanje with this mefiTage 5 that hee ougtit not to give 
. K9 Aimes of what hee had rent from the poor,neith jr would they 
Din btJi'* 6 *- accept Q f that abominable gift. The Hebrew werd fignifying 
y4/««j,fignifies properly luttice : to intimate that the marter of 
our Aim* ftiould be goods juftly gotten. Hence alf > the Jews call 
their Aimes-box Kupbafhel tfedaka, the cheft of Juftice. Into 
this box or basket, if thoucaft but bread, ^fo i t bee tby bread) 
brown bread, fuch as thou haft, and then wait for Lord, 
when hee will returne from the wedding with a full hand, 
thou fhalt bee fed fuperti£ menfie apiofij diliciif, as one faith,Wlth 
the abundant dainties of the heavenly table. 

Vpontbe waters'] Heb. Vpon the face of the waters, where it may 
fhvJWml- (cem clearly call away 5 as feed fown upon the Sea, or a thing 

sur. • thrown down Avon (as wee fay) no profit or p aife to beediad 
by it. Or upon the water s,i.e. upon Grangers (if nec< tfitous) whom 
. wee never faw,and are never like to fee again. Or Mon the waters, 

i.e. upon fuch as being hunger bit,or hardly beftetd, doe water 

,* A their plants, being fedwitb bread of team, as PJai. 80.5. To this 
' ” lenfe Jldunfter renders the words tlu\$,Mitte pattern tuumfuperfar 

cies aquas Jc: emitttentes, Caft thy bread upon faces watered with 

2 wares 


tears. Or,up on the rooters, upon the furface of the waters,that it 

may be carried into the Ocean, where the multitude of waters 

is gathered together : fo {hall thine alms carried into heaven 

h$ found in the ocean of eternity,where there is a confluence of 

all comforts and contentments. Or laftly, upmtbe waters, i.e. 

in loca irrigua, upon grounds well watered, moift and fertile 

foile, fuch as is that by the river Mm ,where they doe but 

throw in the feed , and they have foure rich Harvefts , _ in Blomu voy . 

lefie then foure monthes: or as that in the land of Shinttr^a^ ^ r 

(where Babel was founded, Gck- 1 1 -) that rcturn f 'S “c.'.9^.- 

Herodotus andP/inymay be belecved)the feed,beyond credulity, p iin.lib.6 c.iS 

For thou (bait find it after many dayes ] Thou {halt reaps in due 
time if thou faint not, fiafinot, withdraw not thy hand, as 
verf. 6 . Mitte panem t &c. & in vexbo Domini promitto tibi, &c, 

faith one, Caft thy. bread confidently without feare, 
and freely without compulfion, caft it, though thou 
feem to caft it away, and I dare promife thee in the name and 
word of the Lord, Ncquaquam infrugifera apparent beneficent!*, 
that thy bounty ftialbe abundantly recompenfed into thy bo- 
fome. The liberall foul {hall be made fat, and he that watereth 
{hallbe watered himfelf, Prov, 11. *5. See the Note there: See 
alfo my Common-place of Alms. Nonpcreunt jedparturiunt pan- 
peri bus impenfa. That which isgiven to the poore is not loft,but 
laid up.Notgetting but giving is the way to wealth, Prov. 19. 

• 17. Abigail for a fmall prelent beftowed on David , became a 
Queen, whereas chutlilh Nabal was fent tobisplace. 

Verf. 2. Give a portion to fteven and alfo to eight] A forties, i.e. 
a good deal,a fair proportion to a good man y;as B. Hooper did 
to his board of beggers, whom he fed every day by courfe,ferving A* .(3 Mon. 
them by 4 at a mefs,with whole and wholefom raeats.Or give a /• 13<>8. 
forrw2,i.e.ap^rr,fuchasthou canftwell partwith,not ftretching 
beyond the ftaple,left ye mar all,whiles others are eafed & you 
burthened,but.by an equality,&c. 2 Cor. 8 13, 14. Give to him L u k.6. 
that askftb, faith our Saviour, fc. according to his neceflity,and 
thine ability. Give with diferetion, Pfal. 112. have afpeeiali 
refpeft to the family offaith ,-Gal tf.thofe excellent ones of the r 

earth, in whom was Davids delight. The Jews from this text 
grounded a cuftome of giving alms to feven poor people every 
day, ortoeightatutmoft, if they faw caufe.. But here is a 
finite number put for an infinite, as when Ghrift bad Peter for- 
Sf . give 
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give his brother feventy times ieven times; andr.s Nlic. 5.5. 
{even fbepbeards, and eight principal1 men, fignifie fo many 
fhepheards, both teachers and rulers, as fliall diffid¬ 
ently feed the flock of Chrift,and defend it f.'om enemies- 
for thou kporvefl notwhat evil!(ball be upon the eart.o } Therefore 
lay in luftily; or rather, lay out liberally, and : 0 lay up for 
a rainy day; thou mail! be loon ffired of thy goods, and as 
much need other mensmercy as they now need thine. Sow 
therefore whilft thou haft it, that thou maift rtap again in 
due leafon. Water, that thou maift be watered again, Vrov. 
11.2$. layup for thy felf a good foundation aga inft the time 
to come, 1 lint. 6. 18 Lay out thy talentjwork w'files the cool 
is in thy hand.Make friends with thy Mammon. S;.y not as one 
rich churledid, when requeftedtodoe fomewha: toward his 
minifteis maintenance, The more I give, the leffi I have: Ano¬ 
ther anfwcred, that heeknew how to bellow his mony better. 
A third old man laid, 1 fee the fore-end of my lifc,but I fee not 
my latter, I may come to want that which I no w give. Thou 
mail! do fo,faith Solomon here,and by thy tenacity thou art very 
likely to doe lb; but wilt thou know Oman, how thou maid 
prevent this mifery,and not feel what thou fearcfLGwe a portion 
to[cven,&c. part therefore freely with that which thou art not 
fure to keep,that thou maift gain that which thou arc fure ne» 
verto lofe. Hcthat giveth to thcpoorfhalnotlack,Pro.28 27. 

"" .Verf/3 . If the clouds be full of rairiJAs the fun clrawesup va*' 

pours into theair, not to retain them there, but to returne 
them to. the earth, for its relief, and the creatures comfort: fo 
thole that haveattratted to themfelves much riches, ftiould 
plentifully powre them out for the benefit of their poorer 
brethren. Clouds when full of great and fircr.g rain (as the 
word here fignifies) powredown amain ; and the fpquts run, 
and the evesThed, ana the preflts overflow,and tie^ronutical 
tsees fweat out their predous oyies; fo Ihould rich men be rea¬ 
dy to diftribute,willing to communicjte.But it f ils out other- 
wife, for commonly the richer the harder , and the fe that ffiould 
be as clouds to water die earth, as a common bid ling,arc either 
mterlcffe clouds ( as Sc. Jude hath it) or at beft, th cy are but as 
water-pots, that water a few fpots of ground only in a fmall 
f>e-nini 'v.tofu- g ar ^ cn * The eart h * s Gods f-»r(e, as one faith ; a id rich mens 
fium. houfts arc bis ftore-hoults. This the righteous rich man 

know- 
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knoweth,and therefore he difperfeth ( as afteward tor God) hee 
■ aiveth to the peo r e his righteoujneffe (and his riches tooj endurcth for 
ern- ?\al. 112.9. Whereas the wicked rich man retaintth his 
fulnefle to rot with him; he feedeth upon earth like a ferpent, 
and ftriveth like a toad,to die with much mould in his mouth;. 
and is therefore bidden by St. James, to weepe aud horde for fiv 
miseries that are conning upon him , for his curled hoard ot evill 
gotten and worfe kept goods. The rottennefleof his nches,the 
canker of his calh, the moth of his garments frail be awtnefjea- 
vaintt him , and eat up his flefb ttf fire , Jam . 5.1,2,3.He fhall be lure 
to be arraigned as an arrant theef,as acurfed coufcnerjfor that, 

.having a better thing by him, he brings a worfe, and being a m,i m 
rich man hee makes himfelfe poore , left hee Ihould doc 
good to the poore. As Pope Alexander the fitt faidofhim- 
(elf, that when he was a Bifhop, hee was rich, when a Car- 
dinall he was poore, and when he was Pope, hee was a begger. 

1 ffiould fooner have beleeved him, if he had faid as his fuccef- Com.a Up. m 
for-P ins Quintus did. Cum efem religiofus , fperabam bene de falute um ' 1141 j - 
aniwmerr, Cardinal* fadits c.xnmui :pontifex crcatus pene dejpero. 

When I was firfr in Oiders(without any further Ecclehafticali 
dignity') I had good hopes of my falvat ion: when a Cardinal,! 
feared my felf.but now that I am pope,I amalmoft out of hope. 

And if the treefal toward the .S'outbJ/.e.whichway foever it grow- 
eth, it frufleifieth: fo (hould rich men be rich in good works, 

1 Tiw.6,i8.and being fat Olive trees they Ihould be(as Vavtd) 
green olive-trees,ful of goodfiuits-Or thus,trees mult down,&: 
men muftdie; and as trees falls South-ward, or North-ward, 
fo dial men be fet either at the right hand of the Judge, or at 
the left, according as they have carried themlelves: towards 
Chrifts poor members, Up therefore, and bee doing 

whiles life laftech; and fo lay hold upon eternall life. Mors 
ara impendet agenti. Where the boughes of holy defires and good 
deeds are moll ar?d greateft , on chat fide no doubt the tree 
will fall -* but being falne, it can beare no fruit tor e- 

Verf. 4. He that obferuetb the wind (Isall not Jew] In lowing of 
mercy, hec that flicks in fuch objections and doubts as carnall 
men ufc to frame out of their covetous and diftrufttull hearts, 
neelefts his feeds-timc,by looking at winds and clouds,which 
is the guife of a lewd and lazy feeds-man. A word m felon 
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(faith Solomon ) fo a charitable deed in feafon how good is it! Hee 
that defenes to doe good in hope of better times, c r fitter ob¬ 
jects, or fewer obftacles,or greater abilities, &c. it will be long 
enoughere hee’ldoeany thing to purpofe. When 3 od fets us 
up an altar, we muft offer a facrificej when hee affords us an 
opportunity, wee muft lay hold on it, and not ftand fcru- 
pling and calling perills, left wee lofe the fowi ig of much 
Iced, and reaping of much'fruit* left we come wit x our talent 
tyed up in a napkin, and hcare Thou idle and therefore tv ill jer- 
vant. 

Verf. 5. As thou k^oweft not what is the way of the [pi rit]Or,ofthe 
wind,as forne render it, grounding upon the former verfe, q. d, 
why fhould any fo obferve the wind,the nature whereof hee fo 
little underftands. Job 3.8. and the inconftancy whereof ie 
grown to,& known by a comnionproverb?But by A tit I rather 
think is meant the foul, as by bones the body. Who cm tell when 
and how the body is formed, the foul infufed? The body is 
the fouls fbcath^Dan. 7, 1 5. an abridgement of the vilible world, 
asthefoul’isoftheinvilible. The members of the body were 
made all by book,P/<r/.i 39. 1 6. and curioufly wrought in the lowefl 
Homo eft mvs parts of the earth, that is, in the womb: as curious work-men,when 
■z{-A7uv®- t hey have fome choice pecce in hand, they perfeft j c in private, 
fcibwMwtyefc, an d then bring it forth to light, for men to gaze at. What 
r an admirable pecce of work is mans head-peece, (Gods mafter- 

pecce in this little world) the chief feat of the foul, that cura 
etwrimu. divini ir.gsnii,as one calls it? There is nothing great on earth 
but man, nothing in man but his mind, faid the Philofopher. 
Many locks and key tsargue the price of the jewell that they 
keep* and many papers wrapping the token within them, the 
worth of the token. The tables of the Teftament , Firff, laid 
up in the Arke; Secondly, the Arke bound abou: with pure 
gol dy Thirdly, overfhadowed with Cherubinis wings* Fourthly, 
indofcd with the veil of the Tabernacle; fifthly , with the 
compafle of the Tabernacle; Sixlbl),\vhh a Com t about all; 
Seventhly, with a treble covering of goats, rams, andbadgtrs 
skins above all,muft needs be precious tables. So when the 
Almighty made mans head f the feat of the reafonable foule) 
and overlaid it with hair,skinand ffcfli, like the threefold co¬ 
vering of the Tabernacle, and then incompafled it with a skull 
of bones like boards of Cedar, and afterwards with divers 
_._skins 
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skins like filken curtains;8e laftly,enclofed it with the yellow 
skin that covers thebraine (like the purple veil ) which Solo* 
mon calls the golden Ewre, Ecclef.iz. 6 , he would ( doubtlefie) 
have us to know it was made for fome great treafure to be put 

therein. How and when the reafonable foule is put into this * 
curious cabinet,Philofophersdifpute many things, but can . 
affirm nothing of a certainty .* as neither how the bones doe grow 
in the wotnbe, how ofthefamefubftance, the feverall parts ( as 
bones, nerves, arteries,veins, griftles, flefh and blood) are 
falhioned there, and receive daily increafe. This David looks 
at as a juft wonder, Pfal. 139. Mj 15. Mirificatus fum mira- 
bilibus opervs tuh , faith he, I am fearfully and wonderfuy made: 
and Galen, a profane Philofopher, could not but hereupon 
fing anhymne to Mans moft wife Creator,whom yet he knew 

not* 

Even fo thou kpoweft not the work^ of God ] i, e. the reft of his 
works of creation and providence, which are very various,and 
to us no lefle unknown, then uncertain. Doe thou that which 
God commandeth, and let things fall out as they will; there 
is an over-ruling hand in all for the good of thofe that love 
God. Trufl therefore in the Lord'withall thine heart, and leans not 5 * 
to thine own under {landing, tilde not thine eyes from thine ownc ftefb : ^-5 5 - 7 - 
he that doth fo {ballhave many a cur\e. The Apoftle uftth a .word f 

for liberality,which properly fignifieth fmplieity : and this bee iCer 
doth in oppoiition to that crafty and witty wilineffc of the 
covetous,to defend themfelvesfront thedangci(as they take it) 
of liberality. 

Verf. 6 . In the morning fow thy feed,G'-c.'j At all times be ready 
to every good work, as the Bee is abroad, fo foon as ever the 
fun breaks forth. Sow mercy in the morning, fow it likewife 
in the evening, as thofe bountiful! Macedonians did to the 
ihanic of thole richer but harder Corinthians, fending once and 
again to Pauls neceffirics, 2 Cor. 8). with T'biU 4. 1 6. Oh fo'W 
muchand oft ofthis uhfailitble feed into Gods bleffcdbofome; 
the fruit whereof you are fure to reape at your greateft need. 

Men may be tlunklull, or they may not, Perraro grati npiriun- 
tiir, faith Cicero : Vis ten to one ifany cured, leper turn ig'aine 
togive thanks. But God is not unrighteous to forget your 
labour oflove in miniftfng to his Saints, Heb. 6. to. Haply, 
you.may not fow and reap the fame day, as the widow QiSa- ____ 
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r ttr. did : haply the feed may lyc under ground fomcwhile , 
and not bequickncd except it die; but have patie nce, nothing 
i'o hu e as a crop of comfort tothofc that arc due! y mercifuH. 
Up therefore and be doing, lofc no time, flip no f-*afon. ’Tis 
but a mornir-o and an evening, one ihort day of life wherein wee 
have to work, and to advance your bleffednetle.SDW therefore 
continually bidled is he that lowetli befides all waters;Blefled 
, „ , Mcn Brad/. held that hour loft wherein he had not done fome good 
AJ &mcn. h ^ s ^ an d 5 tongue, or pen.Titw* reniembnag one day that 
he had done no good to any one cryed out Amici . diem perdidi: 
A*d again, Hodknonxegncivhm.Wc have loft a day,&c.This was 
that lim that never Cent any fuitour away with a lad heartland 
was therefore counted and called Humani generis ddicuthe dar¬ 
ling ofmankind, th c peoples fveet-heart. TheScnat :c loaded him 
with more praifes when he was dead,then ever they did living 
and prefent. 




- '* Vcrf ruvly the light is fweet] The light of life, of a light- 

' fome liteefpecialiy. Any life is lweets which made the Gita- 
„i,„ make foch an hard Ihift to live, though it wt re but to be 
hewers of wood,and drawers of water. 1 pay th.e let me live; 
live upon any terms/aid BMd m his fubmilf vemelTage eo 
■ that mcrcitull Non-frh, . King. 20. 32. If I have found favour 
h thy fight, O King,and if it pleafe the King, 1 < t my late b« 
givenmeatmy petition, faidthat w”®"* that paragon of 
I kd'JWi her time, Q_f lifer, c!)ap. 7 . 3 - Etedme/edjispromifedh.slite1 for. 
wl fu c,ri , c , 7 tr .„. •) 8. And Co is Beret,as a fufticicrtt reward of that 
cootUm /Eft- V fj (rrvire hee had done in reading the roll, tor the which 
fj cac d fome great preferment, Jer.tf. 5. compared with 
J> ' Aa , u , 2. The Prophet chides him,and tells him he might 
be&akothislifein thafcfarjMriof time, whc.. 
of Seath had fo oft come whiskmgby him, and hcc had fo oft 

((railed over the grave, as it were; andyctwasiiotfalnc into 

ft TO maintain our mdrc.ll humour, that fee is the lampof 
life is as great a miracle fiaith One) as the oyl. n the widows 
c, uife that failed her not. To deliver us from fii many deaths 
anddangers as we are daily and hourely fubjeft unto, is a iner- 
ff that ca sforcontimi.il praifes to the Preferser <f mvijf 

Rut more when men doe not only live, but live pro peroufly 

«K&d,» Sm. 2 ,.«-W"<Cfaith V^idto his mcirengers) 
/M,eej4> » him “vab, viz., in profpency. Vhich fuch a 
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man as Nabal reckons the only life. The lri(b ufe to aske what 
a man means to dye? And ibmc good Interpreters are of opi¬ 
nion that the Preacher in this verle brings in the carnall carle 
obje&ing,orreplying forhimfclf againft the former perfwafi- 
ons to afts of charity : Ah! faith he, but, for all that,to live at 
the full, to have a goodly inheritance in a fertile foile, in a 
■wholfome air, near to the river, not far from the town; to be 
free from all troubles and cares that poverty bringeth, to live 
in a conftant fun -Ihine of prolperity, abundance, honour and 
delight,to have all that, heart can wilh,or need require, what an 
heavenly life is this?what a lovely and de/ireable condition,&c. 
tt'hatmanishethatdejireth life , and loveth many dayes that he may fee P/d'.34.12. 
y>odiCmhDavidJdo t {ahh one,and i,laith another,and 7 ,a third, 

&c.as St. frames theanfwer. It is that which all world¬ 
lings covet, and hold it no policy to part with what they 
have to the poor,for uncertainties in another world.In anfwer 
to whom,and for a cooler to their inordinate love of life, the 
Preacher fubjoines, 

Verf .8. Butifamanlive many years and re)oice 3 .&c.'] q. d. Say he 
live pancraUce & bafilice 3 znd jit many years in the worlds warm 
fun-fhine,yct he muft not build upon a perpetuity, as good 
Job did (but was deceivedJwhen he faid 1 fha'Jdie in my neftt and i 0 i 2p l8 
holy Z)/?zfid,whcn he concluded 1 {hall never be movcJ:For as lure p/a/. 30. 
as the night follows the day, a change will come, a ftorm will 
rife, and fuch a ftorm, as to wicked worldlings will never bee 
blown over. Look for it therefore, and be wile in dm e.Rcmem- 


for the days of darkpejTe } that is^ of advevfity 3 but efpecially of 
death andithe grave. The hotteft fcafbn hath lightning and 
thunder. The fea is never fo fmooth, but it may be troubled* 
themountaine not fo firm,but it may befhakenwith an earth- 
. quake. Light will be one day turned into darknefle,pleafure- - 
into pain, delights into wearifomneffe, and the dark, dayes of 
old age and death,far exceed in number the lightfome dayes of 
life, which are but a warm gleamc, a momentary glance. Ltt 1 
thisbeferioufly pondcrtd,andit willmuclmbatethe edge of 
our defircs after earthly vanities. Dearly beloved , faith' St. Peter, 
Ibefeecbyou as Pilgrims and grangers abftaine from flefbly luft,&c. q-.d.* x 
Thcfadandfoberapprehenfionofthis, that you are here but 
fojoorners for a feafon.and mull away to your long homes'll lay 
your lufts a bleeding and a dying at your feet .* It is an obfer* 





ACommentarf or Exposition Xpert Chap. XL 

vation of a Commentator upon this text,thafc when Samuel had 
anointed Saul to be King, to confirm unto him ti.e truth of the 
joy,and withall to teach him how to be carefull in governing ■ 
his joy, he gave him this (ign, iVbentbou art departed ff om ™ee to. 
day t box'(bait find two men at Rachels fepukher . 'For he that findeth 
j Sam . io.i. in his niinda remembrance of his grave and fepm cher, will not 
eafily be found exorbitant in hisdelights and joys, for this it, 
Was ('belike') that Jofephot Arhnatkcu had his ft pulcher ready 
hewn out in his garden. The JEgyptians carried about the Ta« 
blei deaths-heao.at their.feafts; and the Emperors of Conftanu- 
rlaple 3 on their Coronation day .had a Mafoii appimted to pre- 
fifo'' lent unto them ceftaine marble:(tones, ufing thefe euluing 

words. f 

Elige ab hit {axis ex quo , hmUiffime Cajai , 

Ipfe tjbitumulum me fabricate yelk. 

" Choofe( Mighty Sir )under which of :hefe (tones, 

Your pleafure is ere long to lay your bones. 

Verf. 9. RejoiccdO y ong man.inthy youth] i. e. Doe if thou da¬ 
red : like as God faid to Balaam? Rijeupand go 'oBalak, Numb. 

22 . a©, that is,goe if thou thinkeft it good: go(,fith thou wilt 
needfly goe ; but thou goeft upon thy death. L it no man mu- j 
ginethat itevercame into the Preachers heart here 
addere , to adde fuell rathe fire ot youthful!■ ^^sj 1 

young people^ unruly enough of themfelves)to take then hill | 
fwingeinfUH pieafures. Thustp doe nugh: better beft: a 
Protagoras, of whom Plato reports, that he many tune1 boafted, 
Plate in Hewn. that,whcreas he had lived threefccre.yea.rs,forty tholethree 
/corehe had fpent in corrupting thofe yong men1 that had been 
. his pupils : or that oldRotrell in Xfrenc^ thai. 
bicrcdljagitiumaMefcentm ^W*'#™*** 
re. I hold it no fault for young:men,» ^5 in 

revel 1 &c Solomon in this.text, either by a fymefis Dr g 
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aloud unto their drowfie or bulie G od .* or as Micaiah bad 
Ahabf by an holy fcofFe ) goe up ;igainft Ramoth Gilead and 
profper: Or as our Saviour bad his drowfieDilciples, Sleep 
on now 3 and takp your reft , viz. if you can at lead, or have Mar. 14.4^ 
any mind to it, with fo many Bills and Halberds about your 

ears- 

And let thine heart cbear thee in the dayes of thy youth ] In diebu* 
ele&ionum tuarum ( fo Arias MovXanus reads it J in the dayes Luk^ i*. 
of thy choofmgs, that is, when thou followed the choice ( and 
the chafej of thine owne delires,and doft what thou wilt with¬ 
out controll. 

Wa\ in the way of thine heart] Which bids thee -Eate 3 dr hike , 
and be merry j and had as liefebe knockt oth’ head,as doe other- 
wife. Hence fading is called an ajfiipiing of the foul *, and the bed 
find it no lefle grievous,to go about holy duties, then it is to 
children, to bee called from their fports, and fet to their 
books. * 

And in the fight of thine eyes ] Thole windowes of wickcdnefle 
and loop-holes of luft. 

But know'] Here’s that which marresall the mirth, here’s a 
cooler tor the yonkers courage, fowre fauce to his (weec 
meats, for fear he (hould furfeit. Verba hjec Solomonis valde. empha~ 
tifrf/iozt(faith LwateryhertSs a great deal of eniphafis in hefc 
words ot Salomon. Let me tel thee this as a Preacher,faith he: 

And oh that I could get words to gore thy very foule with 
fmarting paine, that this doftrine might bee written in thy 
flefh! 

7 hat for all tbefe things ] Thefe triet , as the world accounts 
them, thefe trifles ana tricks of youth, which Job and David 
bitterly bewailed as fore bulincfles. 

God will bring thee to judgement ^ Either in this life, as hee did 
Abjolom and AdoniahyHopbni and PhinchaSyNadab and Abihu 3 or 
infallibly at thy deaths-day , which indeed is thy doomes-day 3 then 
God willbringthee perforce, bethou neverfo loth to come to it ; 
he will hale thee to his tribunall, bee it never fo much againft 
thy heart, and againft the haire with thee. And as for the 
judgement what it (hall be, God himfelf ftiews it, Efay 28. 17. 

Judgment will I lay to the line 3 and righteoufnefje to the plummet , and 
the bai/e (ball [weep away the refuge of lies 3 and the waters (ball overflow 
the hiding-place. Where, what is the hail (faith One ) but the 

T * multi-. M 
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multitude ofaccqfatioi\s,which fttai fweep away the vain hope 
that men have, that the infinite mercy of God will fave them, 
howfoever they live ? And what is the hiding-p:ace but the 
nuiltitudeofexcufes which men ace ready to make for them- 
ielves,and which the waters of Godsjufticefhall qiitcdcftroy 
and overthrow ? Young men, of all men , are apt to make a 
Covenant with death, and to put farreaway from them the 
thought ofjudgmenc. But it boots them not lo to doe : for 
Seriibus wrsJnjanuisfaMefccniibus in infulUs, , faith tierrtrd. Death 
d<?th not alwaies knock at dpore,bu.t corues often like a light¬ 
ning or thunderbolt^ it blafteth the green corn, and confix 
meth the new and ftrong building. Now at death it will tare 
nothing better with the wild and wicked youngfter, then with 
that thiefe, that having lloln a gelding rideth away bravely 
tnountedjtill fuch time as being overtaken by hue and cry, hee is 
icon, afterward fcnteuced and put to death. 

Verf. 10. iherefore remove forrow from thine heart] One would 
have thought he fhould have faid rather ( confidering thepre- 
niifes ) Remove joy from thy heart, Let thy laughter be turned into 
mourning, and thy joy into heavinefle , turneall :he ftreames 
into that channell that may drive that Mill: that may grind 
the heart. But by forrow here or indignation (as Tr< mcllkis ren¬ 
ders it ) the Preacher means fin, the caufe of forrow : and lo he 
interprets himfelf in the next words. Put away evill from thy flip, 
i* e, Mortifie thy lulls. 

For childhoood and youth are vanity J The Septuagint and Vulgar 
render it, Youth andpleafure are vain things. They both will loon 

be at ap end. 


CHAP* 



Verf I. 

Remember now thy Creatour. 

H E B. Creatoursfc . Father, Son,andHo]yGhoft,caIledby 
Elihu , E loa Gnofaiy God my Makers, Job 3 5. io»8t b yDavul, 
■theMakers oflfml , Pfd. 149.1. fo Efay 54. f.Tby Makers is 
thine husbands. Let us make man, Gem. 1.2 6. Sc Pcrf.i.Dii creavit. 
Thofe three in One, and One in Three made all things : But 
man he made fearfully and wonderfully, P fal. 13 9. 14. The 
Father did it, Ephef. 3. 9. The Son jHeb. 1.8.10. Col. I,i6/The 
Holy Ghoft, Pfal.33. 6,8c 104.30. Job36. 13.&33.4. Tothfc 
making of Man a Councell was called, Gen- 1. 29. Sun, Moon; 
and Stars are but the work of his fingers, Tfal. 8. 3. but Man is 
the Work of his hands, P fal. 139.14, Thine hands have made 
me (or tookjpcciall pains aboutme ) and fafhioned mee, faith Job . 
chap, 10 8 .thou haft formed me by the book, faith David, Pfall 
139.16. Hence the whole Church fo celebrates this great Work 
with crowns caft down at the Creators feet. Rev. 4.10,11 .And 
hence young men alfo, who are moftly moll mindlefle of any 
thing ferious (for childhood and youth are vanity ) are here charged 
to remember their Creatour, that is, ( as dying Ddvid taught 
his young Son Solomon) to know, love, and ferve him, with a ' 
perfett heart, and a willing mind, 1 Chron. 28. 9. (for Words 
ofknowledge in Scripture imply affe&ion and pra&ifeJTam 
Dei meminiffe opus eft quam rejpirare, To remember God is every 
whit as needfull as to draw breath; iith it is hce that gave ui 
being at firft, and that ftill gives us mw life arid breath , 

AVu 17. 25. Let every thing therefore that bath breath fraije the 
Lord, even lb long as it hath breath; yea, let it fpend and ex¬ 
hale it fell in contimiall faliies, as it were, and egrelfioiis of 
alfe&ion unto God, till it hath gotten not only an union, but 
an unity with him. Of all things God cannot endure to be 
forgotten. 

_ In thed ayes of thy youth ] Augufl us began his fpeech to ftls mu¬ 
tinous fouldiers, with Auditc jenem,juvenes } qutrn juvenem fener 
Tt 2 audit 
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audierunt, You that arc young hear me that am old, whomold 
men werecontcnc to heare, when 1 was but young. And Augu- 
(iinc beginnech one of his Sermons thus. Ad vos mibi femo, 0 
j uvenes,jlos datia,periculummentis, To you is my fpeecli O young 
mcn,the flower of age, the danger of the mind. To keep them 
from danger,& direft them to their duty it is,that the Preacher 
hercexhorcs them to remember God betimes, to gather Manna 
in the morning of their lives,to prefen t the firft fruits to God, 
tvhofe foul hath defired the firft ripe fruits, Mic. 7. 1 and who 
will remember the kindnefleoftheir youth, the love of their 
efpoufallsYer. 2. 1. God of old would be honoured with the 
firftlingsofmen andofcattell,by the firft-fruits oftiees,and of 
the earth, in the fheafe, in the threlhing floore, in the dough, 
in the loaves. He called for ears of corn dryed by th .* fire, and 
wheat beaten out of the green ears, Lev. 2A4. toteachmento 
lerve him with thepriwtro/e of their childhood. Three forts 
there were of firft-fruits. Firft,of the ears of corn off .-red about 
the Pafleover. Secondly of the loaves offered about Pentecoft. 

Laffly, about the end of the yeare in Autumne. Now of the 
two firff God had a part, but not of the laft. Hee m ide choice 
of the Almond tree, Jer. 1.11. becaufe it bloflomcth firft-, fo of 
Jeremy from his infancy , Timothy from his Mothers brefts, 8tc. 
He likes not of thofe arbores autumnales,Jude 13. which bud at 
latter end of harveft. He cares noufor fuch loitere :s, as come 
halting in at laft caft to ferve God , when they can ferve their 
juftsno longer. The Orcadians ( a kindof mongrdl-Chrifti- 
trw.Enquir. ans )are faidto divide their life betwixt fin and devotion: de- 
dicating their youth to rapine,and their old age to r epentance. 
’.i. 14; But curled be that Cozener,faith the Prophet,that 1 ath a male 
in his flock, and yetoffereth to the Lord a corrupt 1 lung.Wilt 
thou give God the dregs, the bottom, the fnuffs, tie very laft 
finds, tby dotage,which thy felf and friends are wca :y of’Shall 
}' thine oil (which ffiould have been fudl for thy thaiikfulnefle) 
increafe the fire of thy lulls, and thy lulls confume all ? How 
much better were it to facrifice early with Abraham, theyoung 
Jfaacs of thine age? to bring as he did young rams unro the Lord, 
and even, whiles thou art yet a lad, a jlripling , to tali e heed Jo thy 
if ayes according to Cods lFord,Pjal. 11 9. 9? Yee lhall lot fee my 
face, faith Chrift f as once Jofepb ) except you bring your 
younger brother with you. 
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While the evilI dayes come not ] viz. of old age and mifery ; for 
thele are feldome feparated. Sencttus,ut Africa, jemper aliquid nni 
adportat, As Africa is never without fomemonfter,fo neither is 
old age ever without fome ailtmenc. Multafenem cinunweninrit Herat. 
mmmoda,M&i\y are iheinconvcniencies that doe encompafie 
an old man. Sold fene&w ejje dejoimis , jnfirma, oblivioja, edsknt ak* . 

jucrofa , indocilis & mlejlafiuh Cats in Plutarch, Old age ufeth to * 1 

be d'eformtd,weak,fojgetfu]l,toothlefie,covetous, unreachable, 
unquiet. Now lhall any man be fo befottedand bewitcht,as.to 
piake that the task of his ojd age,which Ihould be the trade of 
his whole life? and to fettle his everlafting,only,furell making 
or marring upon fo finking and Tandy a foundation ? A fhip 
the longer it leaks the harder it is to be emptyed 5 a land the 
longer it lies,the harder it is to be plowed; araik the further 
it is driven in, with the greater difficulty it is pufRd out. And 
lhal any man think,that the trembling joints,the dazled eys,the 
fainting heart,the failing hands, the feeble legs of ftrcngthlefs, 
drouping,untraftable,\vayward,froward old age can break up 
the fallow ground,can ever empty and pluck out the leaks and 

nails of fo many years flowing and.faftning? 

Verf. 2., While the Sun or the light or the i. e. Whiles 

greater and leiler comforts foil not.Or before the light of thine 
eyes grow dim,and as unfit to let in light,as an old dufty win* 
dow. The air to aged eyes,feemeth dufty and mifty,and the Sum 
wadeth, as the Moon in a foggy evening, and tbeStarresare 
out of fight; they fee through aglajfe darfy, as |hc. Apoftlefpeaks 1 Cor. 
in another cafe,they can knnJKHOthing without fpeftacles;tbe 
defluxion of rheum,which trickleth down the nofe and cheats, 
being as it were the rain, the gathering of new matter, which' 
continully diftilletb,beingasit were the returning of the clouds 
after the rain in antoijl feafon, and waters into an emptied foun¬ 
tain. Some (with relation to the former yerfe ) interpret the 
words thus: Let thy Creator be remembred while the Sun is not 
derived,that is,while youth continueth. Or if not fo,while the 
light of the Sun is not gone;that is, while thy Manhood laft- 
cth- Or if not fo, while the Moon is not d<jrkjjed,that is, while 
thine elder years are not (pent: Or if not fb, while the ftars arc 
not tout up, while the worft of old age l^fch not feifed upon; y 

thee : for then the clouds will return after the rain ; that is, one 
grief comes upon the nick of another, as deep cal/eth upon detp at 
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tht toife'»ftfae->mtty~fptUt's; .Qnc:aflftftion followetU and Occafi- 
craeth anotherwithoifo imermiflion oftrouble, as one billow 
comes wallowing and tumbling upon another., orasin A- 
pri/hveather, one fliower isunburthened,another is brewed, 
Bence.feme of ithe Ancient Patriarches are faid to have dyed 
cddmeK^d full of jeans, they had enough of this world, and de- 
; iired to-depart, -as ; Abraham, Simon, others. Hence the Poets 
i-faine that Tilboms , when hee might have had immortality 
here, he would not. And Cato protefted that .if ©fold he* 
might bee made ybung againe, hee would ferioutfly re* 

fofeiit.. : - ! \ ' - , > . 

• iVeff 3. h tire daytoherithe-Keepers of the houje,&c. j i. e. The 
hands and arms wherewith we defend the head and whole bo¬ 
dy (called an ^e«fe alfo by St* Fdul) from harme, and danger, 
and maintain our lives .* which are therefore called the lives if 
m hands, becaufe upheld with the labour of. our hands,Ej<fo57. 
^0, Theft ate fitly called Keepers or Gardians, for their ufeiul- 
nefle,and for their faithfulneffe too: Ntona Pompilinr confecrated 
the hands to faith ; His fucceffour 'Iulhts Hojiilm ( being a pro¬ 
fane perfidious pfcrfon and a contemner of all Religion, a i 
diat which did but eniafcul&te mens mindes and tn^ke them i- 
dle) bfoughtfiband woilhi^yed tWo heW Gods, % iz^ Favor and 
Pallor, Fear awd PaBnefle. Like another Gain, Sigh in g arid tremb- 
linghte was-upon the Earth , (So the Septuagint render that Gen. 
4.12..) .Not' his hands only trembled(which is thought to bee 
Cdins^yv 6 k,Sn.ip.i y.)btrt his hearttOo,JjW7.2.Not With old 
age EreUhtrtfS Irtttjbut With the terrautt ©fan evi 1 confidence. 
BbtiComurne to the Text, • old men are full of fie Pal fie, for 
r- niolf part, and many other infiftnitie6,which here are moft ele- 
g- gantly deferibed, by a continued allegory. Mei 1 draw forth 
as lively as they- fem ’the pi&urk of-theifc young age,that in old 
age they ; Way tee their youth before their eyes. This is but a 
r" vunity y yeLmiy good ‘tfffc bee made thereof. So eontra- 
h. rily >Jh^ Treater ■ hefe : drawe6 out to the life the pifture 
( of dldage, that youhg Wen may fceandconfd.'r it together 
with.dcOT ; hthatfojlow^sit 3 and^hj-d^; judgdmeit. . ‘ 

' jiA ndihc frtiigWtnftdimrtkbifciws 7 ] Kutabunt, the legges ahd 
tfoighek dial ftaggdr arid fetflfor, cripple and criflk :e under them 
as not able to bear thebodies burden. The thig h in Latine is 
dilkdfnwr ^VeXdajbecaute- ft- beamh-and holder 1 up the crea- 
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tiitcjand hath the longed and ftrongeftbone.iwthe whole bo- 
dv The lepee hath a (bin- bone.and a (hank-bone, aptly fat¬ 

ted for the better moving. The foot is the baft, the ground 
and pediftall: uLiich fuftaiaeth the whotebadchng.^Thefeare 
win. Pm m ™but asftrongas they ate, yet maUageuKe, **Um. 
Ruckle und^ their burden,and are ready to overch,w th«m. 
felves and the whole body. Henceoldnien are glad.tabetake 
Aem. CO their third to.a ftaffe or crutch: Mmbr* kjmm 
miUucfmUha **■ Hence He/M pH* them. Ut 

(hemlearn to lean upon the Lord,as the Spoiifedild .. . 

Cant. S.«;: and he will ftirre up fome good hb to be ey6s to thetni, 
when blind,and feet to them,when lame, chap.2^1 5. Lee them 
alfo pray with Vavid, Caft me not off in the time of oldage - 

forfake mee not when my ftrength ftlleth, PK71, 9 * 

And the.grinders>ceafe,becaufetbeyareftw] The teeth (tllTOUga 
age) fall out,or rot out, or are drawnout,or hang loofein the 
Smes, andfo cannot grind and mafticate the meatthacia 
Sbe tranfmitted into the ftomach, for the^refervattoir of the 
whole. Now the teeth are the hardeft of the bones, if thatth^ 
be bones,whereof makes queftion. They are a^hard-as:^^,:^ op ;f r 

flonesj in the edges ofthem efpecally :< and 
oared' to milftones from their chewing office, Theftat of the 
Sthare the jawes,where they have their feveralifockclg- into 
Which they are mortifed.Butin old men they ftand wet-ihod m 
flimy humor,or are hollow and ftumpy falhng out o?ie after a- 

notheras thecogges ofainill s fo that . ' 

Francendus mifetogingivapanis-irmmi*'■ ■ ■ : Am ‘ iutmL 

And thole that lookout at the mnd<ms\ The eys are dim,as_they' 
were in old jfaac and J^oi.An heavy affiiftion furely,but efoeci- 
allyto thoft that have had-ye; full- cf adultery,mill ^window, p, f . 2 :. 
of wickednelft, for the confcicnce of thispiKsa.fting mto the] 
aftUftion, is a thorne to their blind eyes, and becomes a greater- 
torment then ever Peg ulus the Komm was put to, when his eye-P/«n 

lids were cut off, and hee fet full oppofite to the Sunfiuning^^^ 
in his ftrength: Or then that Greckn Prince that had his 
put out with liot burning bafons, held nearc unto 

th Verf. 4. And the doores (frail bee fhutin the Jl reefs'] The eares 
foalL grow- deafe , the hearing weake: which hearing is* 
cauled by twabones within the iufide oftheEar; whercofcm® 
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(lands dill, and the other moves, like to twe Bones of a 
-Mill. 

And he (hall rile up at the voyce of the Bird] Being awakened by 
every (mall noifeScthis proceeds not from the qu icknefs of the 
Jitertiu. in hukc' hearing,but from thebaanefle of Beeping. For as. Tier om fpeak- 
terf. eth,Frigefccnte jam janguine,&c. The bloud now growing cold, 

and the moifture being dryed up,by which mattei s Beep (hould 
be nourifiied,tUe old man awakeneth with a little found, and 
Afax/raf di- at midnight when the Cock croweth, hee rifeth f peedily;being 
ateaoexOtrcil not °f ten to turne hi s membersin his bed. Thus he.Cocks 
m/. U crowing (faith another ) unto old men is the fchollers Bell 
that calls them to think of the things that are h Gods Book 
every morning. 

And all the daughters of Muftcl k (hall bee brought low] Old men as 
Nam qua cm- they cannot fing tuneably but creak or feream (whence Homer 
unievohipta *? comparesthem to Grafhoppers, propterraucam vo:em , for their 
Juvenal, unpleafant voyce,) fo they can take no delight in t he melodious 

notesjdf others as old EarziUai confeflech, 2 Sam. 19. 35. they 
difeern not the Harmony or diftinftion of founc s, neither are 
affc&ed withmufick. They muft therefore labc ur to become 
I’ctnfles of the Holy Ghoji , (in whofe Temple there never wants 
mulick) and fmg Pfalmes with grace in their hearts : for Non vox, 
fed votumynonimfica chardula 3 (ed Cordon damans,fed mans,pfallit in 
me Dei.. . 

Verf. 5 - Alfa when they (hall bee afraid of that whic his b/gff) Hil¬ 
locks, or little Hones Banding up, whereat they may Bumble j. 
as being unfteddy and unweildy. High afeentsaifo they Bum, 
as being fliort-winded : neither can they lookd >wn without 
danger of falling: their heads being as weak as t aeir hammes. 
Lee them thcreforepray for a guard of Angels, putting that 
promifeimo fuu, Pj alme 91. Let them alfo keep within Gods 
precinfts as ever.they expeft hhprotehiion : and the 1,though old 
EH fell and never role again,yet when they fall, they (hall ari/e, 
for the Lord pit's under his hand, Pfalme^y. 2q, Contrition 
i may be in their way, but attrition (hall not. Let them feare 

\ Gud, and they need not fear any other perfon o,* thing whac- 

t foever. 

; p. ; , ib . 6 - And the Almond tree fhallfleurifh] The hair fhall grow hoarc, 

^ thofeChurch-yard-fiowers fhall puc forth . The Almond tree 
■ * ^hloBbmqs in lanuary, while it is yet winter: and the fruit is 

lL 
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ripe in March, Old age (hall fnow white haires upon their 
heads. Let them fee that they bee found in the my of rights- 

oufnelfe. 

And the Grafbopperfball be a burden] Every light matter fhall 
opprefle them,who are already a burden to themfelves, being 
full ofGowt and ocher fwellings of the legs, which the Scptua- 
gint and Vnlgar point at here,when they render it impinguabitur 
locufla, the Locufls fhall be made fat. Let them wait upon the ^^f, n’ 
Lord (as that old dif ciple Mnafcn did) and then they fhall renew 
their Brength,mount up as eagles,rwn and not be weary , walk and 
not faint,even theq,when the youth fhall faint and be we ary and the 
your.gmen utterly fall, jjrfi.40.3093 £. - 

And defire frail fail] The I u (t oftheflefh, the luB of the eye, 1 /„/, 2 I<; 
and the pride oflife. And this, Tnlly reckons among the com¬ 
modities and benefits of old age, fptod hommem a libidinis eftu,ve- 
lut a tyranno quedamlibmt, shat it frees 3 man from the fire of luB. , 

It fhould be fo, doubtleffe; an old Letcher being littleleffethen a 
Monfter: Whatfo monftrous as to behold greene Apples on a 
tree in Winter > and what fo indecent,as to fee the fins of youth 
prevailing in times of age among old decrepit Goates ? that they 
fhould be capering after capparis the fruit of capers, as the Seprua- 
gint and Vulgar render it here. 

Becaufemangoetbiobii lesghomi] Heb. to bis old home, fc. to the 
dull from whence hee was taken. Or to the baufe of bis eternity , 
that is,the grave (thathoufeof all living; where hee (ball lye 
long till the Refurre&ion. Tremellius renders it in domtiehfeculi 
ftti, to the houfe of his generation, where hee and all his con¬ 
temporaries meet. Indomummundi fui , into the houfe of 

bis world, that which the world provides for him: as nature at 
firft provided for him the houfe of the womb. Toward this 
home of his,tne old man is now on gate^having one foot in the 
grave already:He fits and fings with lob, My fpirit it [pent, my days 
are extfntf, the graves are ready for me Job 17 . 1 . 

And the Mournersgoe about the flreets] The Proverb is Senex bos 
non lugdttr,hn old man dyes unlamented. But not fo the good 
old man. Great moan was made for old Jacob, Mo fis, Aaron, Sa¬ 
muel The Romans took the death of old Auguffm fo heavily,- 
thatthey wifhed hee had either never been born, or never dyed. 

Thofe indeed that live wickedly, dye wifbedly. But godly men are 
Worthily lamented, and ought to be fo 3 E/<ij.5 7.1, Tfeisisone of 

W « _ 
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ShSaSTS world, fo thole widow, lb,mid carry 
U f ^m^row of the back (which is of a filver colour) be 

bcfo f te J P m this Cord many finewes are derivi d: which 
When they are loofened,theteek bendeth, motion iiflow.and 

^b^ltbmlekir^-] «... The heart, % f °” e > ° r 
the Pericardium: the Brain-pan, fay others, or the Pm- 
^trcon.pairmg the brain like a fwwhing-clori,, or mnernod 

of ‘orTe pilch" hte Inks” “ * Fmmwmc] That is, the vein* ac 

theLiver^ which isthejhef e//hng«ijicj(ion^orbloot!-nwking,as 
one calte it) bucetpeciallyP’mVta and Vm» cav... Read the 

A ”or° 3 fwiMMn)nt* 4 "] *' «■ . Th !,. h J a r d hebl h oud 

drawee the power el life from the hear C, to the wh] eh the blond 
runs back in any great fright,as to the fountain of hfe. 

Verli 7. ’nm{bMthc daft rtturnto the Ea«h, eho] What is 
man (kith iwinsm, but NSy,^;^. SexIandScI, Bmtbaai. 
Bo*’ a puffe of winde the on e, a pile of d uft the 01 her, no foil- 
ditv'tn either. Z.r M /l,r, and feme other ancient H :athens tma- 
nSd“th.t the foul had wings', that having broket, theft wings 

tx^sasts^s^^^ 

it came: the earth downward.the Spirit upward. See «*•»•> 

God mad, manoflbedufi of tlx Earth, to note out 
impurity. Latum emm cmfpttrcal omata,fic&eanfi 1th OD '> h!' 1 ' 
Xhlcsall things/odoth the flefb: It fhonldfeene fo (truly; 
by mans foul,which coming pure outof Gods hat ids, foonebe- 

QOm&i MenJollitaVeuvitior(imqMeoblitdcasHcr m 

Bernard complaines, not without juft wuf e ,Aa tour fooles y 
commerce.with the flefb are become Asfhly *• S«*ejti«t a > 
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their mutuall defilement,corruption is fofar rooted in us now, 
that it is not cleanfed out of u* by mecr death(as is to be leen in 
Lazirut ,and others that dyed) but by cinerifeatio^ov turning ot 
the body to duft and alhes. . , 

T he fpirit returnes to Ood that gave it] For it is divine: farttculM 

attr£ 3 an immaterial), immortalifubftance, that after death rc- 

turnes to God the Fountain of life. The foul moves and guides 
the body»( faith a worthy Divine; as the Pilot doth the ftup, 
NowchePilot may befafe though the fhipbee fpliton theroCK. _ 

And as in a chicken 0 it growes ftill, and fb the (hell breakes and • j * 
falls off: So ic is with the Soul: the body hangs on it but as a 
(hell 5 and when the foul is grown to perfe&ionit falles away, 
and the foule returnes to the Father offpiritt. Augufiine (after 0 - 
wea) held a long while, that the foul was begotten by the Pa¬ 
rents as was the body. At length hee began to doubt of this 
point, and afterward altered his opinion 5 confefling inter cetera 
teflimoniabdc ejfe ip.racipuum, that among other teltimomcs this 
to be the chief to prove the contrary to thae, which hee had tor- 

Verfe 8. Vanity of vanity et^aitb the Preacher’] Who chofefor 
his text thisargument,of the vanity of humane things, which 
having fully proved, and improved bee here refumes and con- 
dudes.Videfupra. 

Vcrfe 9. And moreover heeaufe the Treacher mat voije] Hee well 
knew how hard it was to work men to abeleef of what he had 
affirmed concerning earthly vanities:and therefore heaps up here 
many forcible and cogent arguments. As firft, that nimieir was 
no baby, but wife above all men in the world,by Gods owne t«- 
ftimony: therefore his words Ihould bee well regarded. 1 ™ 

9 01 ripZ'r JVbTipawbOur wife men expound to day (faia the Jewes 
one to another) Come let usgoe up totbe houft of the Lor d^&c.Cicero 
had that high opinion of Plato for his wi(dome,that he profiled 
that hee would rather goe wrong with him, then goe right 
with others. Averroes over-admired Arifiotle^s if hee had been 
infallible. But this is a praife proper to the holy Penmen guided 
by the Spirit of truth,and filled with wifdome from on high for ,, 
thepurpofe. To them therefore, and to the wor-d of prophecy $. 

by them,muft men give heed as unto a light that fhinetbm a daxk^ 
place 3 &c.2. Pet.l.i 9 . 

He fill taught the people knowledge] Hee hid not hlS Ul«Dt 10^^ - ^ 
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V a napkin* butnledittotheinftruftion ©this people. Have not 

L J written f$r thee excelled things^ or three fever ad forts of Books, viz. 

Proverbial], Penitentiall,Nupriall)i» counfells and l^now’edge jPrsv. 
i viv fpeakes of fome that having great worth in them, 

g&lv!* 6 will as foon part with their hearts as with their conceptions. 

pef. And obferveth that there are not a few, who Leirg en- 

$ riched with fpirituall gifts and abilities to doe good, dum folti 

l co nte,nplationUftud'mina/dfunt sparer e utilitatiproxitnoru vs predict- 

?iift.Cw. p.x. t jone rtfugimt , while they burn in the ftudyes of cont :mpl<itioi\ 

• 5 * ' 0 nly,doe(hun to feek by preaching to profit their neighbours* 

Solomonwas none ofthefe. 

lufculwe fecit. T eabee gave good heed'] Or, he made them to take good heed: hee 

lag.ArM*- ca H e d upon them ever and anon, as our Saviour did upon his 
hearers. Let him that hath an ear to hear,hear. Or as the Deacons in 
Cbryfoftoms and t Bafils time ufed to call upon the peop e in thefe 
words, Oremm,attendamus, Let us pray, let us give hetd. 

And fought out] By diligent ferutiny and hard ftud 7: beating 
his brains as the foul beats the (bell,to get out the fi(h, with great 
vchemency. The (laves were al(o in the Ark, to (l ew, (aith 
Gregory that Preachers (hould alwayes meditate in their hearts 
upon the facred Scriptures: that if need require they may 
; withouc delay take up the Ark, teach the people. 

And fet in or derm my Proverbs] Marfhalled them ina fit me- 
thod,and fet others awork for to doe the like. For ileguadex-- 
o mplHMs&e.OavHenry the firfl(lirnamed Beamier^ lad in his 

* youth fome taft of learning. And this put many of his Subjefts 
into the fajbion of the Bookfo that divers learned men flouriflied 
in his rs time: as E tbanyHwwfihaluI, Agur, and other Tarxmi- 
egraphe didin Solomons. 

Verfe 10. The Preacher jought, &cf] Hee fruffit and fought, by 
r 7 paines and prayer. He knew the rule, Bene orafte eft be ie ftuduijfe, 
^ To have prayed well is to have ftudied well. By prayer and tears 

St.John gat the Book opened,Rrj.54.LK/kr got much of his in¬ 
fight into Gods matters,by the fame means. 

Tofiide out acceptable words] Verba deft derat a (fo Cajetan renders 
iO Verba deleft abila (fo TremellmJVtrba expaibilia fb Vatablui) 
Deleft able and defireable words,dainty expreflions, that might 
both pleafe and profit, tickle the ear, and withall tak c the heart. 
nalttfnU ^ anufter 0 ff p eech was Paul, Aft. 14*12. who thundredani 
~ ^lightened in bis difcourfes,like another Pericles . Sat h a one was 
® _' ' ApolUs ti 
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Jpollot that eloquent Preacher, mtgbtj in the Scriptures (vmMpimrc* t 
r*Li like another Pbocion, a waighty Speaker) fuch were ma¬ 
ny ofthe Greek and Latine Fathers; Ambrofe tor one • whom 
when Augufiine heard Preach,^^*/,faith he, m annum ncun 
fimitl cum verbis diligebam aim res qua ^g/ige^^there came 
into my minde, together with the words which I chiefly look¬ 
ed after, the matter which till then I made no reckomng of. Et 
res & verba. Philippics Melanchthon could drefle his doftrine in 
dainty tearmes, and fo Aide infenfibly into the hearts of his 
hearers E oit vir eloquent ut intelligenterout obedienter audiretur, jy e d e $. Cbnft: 

fas Auguftine hath it). This eloquent man tooke pains that hee t+c. 4 - 
might be heard with undemanding, with obedience. The like 
might be Paid o tCahinff* mous for the purity of his ftyle and 1 

the holinefle of his matter.) Vireynwhofe Sermons Jingularem fncbMJccll. , 
tloqutntiam & in commovendit affe&ibw ejjicacitatem admsrakarf, aith & 

Zancby. I greatly admired at his Angular eloquence and 
skill to worke upon the affeftiom by his elaborate dif- 

And that which was written was upright] A corde ad cor, void of 
all infmeerity and falfhood,lW.8.8. Seducers come for the moft 
part with pith anology : by good words and fair fpeeches they de¬ 
ceive the hearts oi the hmple. Pom. 16 .18. But our Preachers 
words are of another not more delicious and toothlome, 

then found and wholefome, 2^.3.16. proceeding from a 
right heart, and tending to make men upright,transforming 
them into the fame image, and transfufing them into the Divine 


Verf. 11. Tbe words of the wife are like g^des] To route up 
mens drowfie and droftie fpiiitssto drive them(as the Eagl fdoth 
her young ones with her talons) out of the nelt of carnal! lecti- 
rity : to awaken them out of the fnare ofthe Devill, who hath 
caft many into fuch a dead lethargy, fuch a dedolent difpofiti- 
on,that like Vionyftw the Herackot , they can heardly feel lharp- - 
eft goades, or needles thruft into their fat . hearts i fat at -greaje 9 
pjal. no.17.Sc. Peter fo preached that his hearers were prickt a® 
heart ,Act. / z.^y. r i>Atevcn fo galled hi? adverfaries,that they were 
cut to the heart, A 3 . 7.54- And before themiboth,how barely 
and boldly dealt I-j.Baptift^nd our Saviour Chrili with thole e- 
nemies ofal righteoufnes the PbarijeesjuitotieipuMi ao npmlit, 
nunquam tamers ad rcftpifccrstiam compunQ^at QjjC |aKPOftgg|: 
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( who like thofe Beares lin Fliny or Afles of Jufcany thac have . 
fed on hemlock) were fo ftupefied,that no (harp words xvould 
work upon them, or take impreffion in their hearts* fo brawny 
ivere their breafis^fo fwny their heart-firings. 

And as nodes'] Such as Shepheards fattened their tents to the 
ground with; Jacl drove one ofthefe tent-nailes through Si - 
Jera’s Temples : and laid his body as it were a likening what 
was becomeof the foul. Now as nailes driven in to pales doc 
fallen them to their rails, fo the godly and grave fentencesof 
Teachers(thole Maficrs of Ajfemblies ]do pierce into menshearts, 
to unite them unto God , by faith, and one to another in 
love. Our exhortations truly Ihouldbe ftrongand well point¬ 
ed : Hot only to wound as arr0wS3bt.lt to Hick by the people a? 
forked arrows, that they may prove as thofe of Jo fit, the arv-m 
of the Lords deliverance. And furely it werero be wifiied (in 
unfetledand giddy times efpecially) that people wouldyv . 
fuch words of exhortation 3 as like goades might prick them on 
to pious praftife,and like nailes might fix their w: Id conceits, 
that they might be lledfaft and unmoveable, ftablilhed in the 
truth and not whiffled about with every wind of doftrine.But 
we can look for no better, fo long as they have fo mean an.c- 
ileemeof theMinifters, thole Mafiers of the AJfimb'yes, (whofe 
Office it is to congregate the people,arid to prefide in the Con¬ 
gregations ) which are given from one Shepheard, the Arch-Shep- 
** heard of his Sheep Jcfus Chrift; who in the day es c t his lolemii 
inauguration into hisKingdome, gave thefe gifts unto men, vise. 
fome to be Affiles , feme EvangeUfis , fome Pafiors , yme Teachers, 
&c. Ephef. 4.11 • What a mouth of blafphcmy the n opens that 
Schifmaticall Pamphleter that makes this prec. ous gift of 
Chrift to hisSpoufe, this facredandtremendfuii&ionofthe 
* Miniftery to be as meere an Impofture,as very a myftery of ini¬ 
quity,as arrant a juggle as the Papacy it fell ? 

Verf. 12. And further, by thefe, my Jonne, be odn onifhed ] By 
thefe divine directions and documents,contained in this fhorc 
Book,wherein thou lhall finde fulnefleof matter in fewnefle of 
words. Or by thejc, that is by the Holy Scriptures which (ac¬ 
cording to fome interpreters) are called in the former verfe 
Lordsof Collections ,becaulethey areas Lords paramount above 
all other- words and writings of men,that ever were collected 

plumes. faith Luthir, I doe even hate 
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the Bookes fee forth by my felf, and could wilh them utterly 

aboli(hed,becaufel fear that by reading them, fome are hind- 
red front fpending their time in reading the (acred Scrip ture!. 

Of thefe it is that the Pfalmift faith, Moreover bythemU tbyfer. 
vant warned (or clearly- admonifked ,*s the word ugmfies^ and in do- 
ing thereof there vs great rewar d,Pfal. 1 9-1 *• .... r 

Of making many Bookes there is no end] Ambition and covetouf- 
nelfe fees many Authours awork in this feribliug, age Scrib imus 
indofti dofiique,&c. PrelTes aregreatly oppreflediand every fool 
will bee medling, that he may bee a fool in Print. Mufti mei Jtmiles 
hoc morbo labor ant, ut cum feribere nefciant 9 tamen a fcrtbendo tempera* 
renonPojfunt.Many arc lick of my very difeafe,faith Erajmus, that 
though they can doe nothing worthy of the publick, yet they 
muft be publishing: hence the world fo abounds with Bookes 
eve- to fatiety and furfeir, many of them being no better then 
curf offcald,and fcabby heads. . 

J much ftudy is a wcarineffe to the fie(h~\ Hiersme renders it, 

Labor carnis , a work of the fleftiThey will find it fo one day to 

their forrow, that are better read in Sir Philip then in St.Peter ,, 

in Monfters 5 Saljacs letters, then St. Pauls Epiftles. The holy 

Bible is to be chiefly ftudyed, and herein we are to labour e- 

vento laffitude; to read, till being overcome with deepe, HicromMEuf.. 

wee bow down a3 it were, to falute the leaves with a hide, 

as Hierome exhorted fome good women of his time. All other 

Bookes, in comparifon of this, we are to account as wafte Pa- 

per:and not to read them further then they fome way conduce 

to the better underftanding or pra&iling of the things herein 

contained,and commended unto our care. 

Verf. 13, Let us hear the condufton of his whole matter] fc: 

Touching the attainment of true happinede .* Letusfee (fora 

perclofe of all)where and how it may be had. Shall I tell you 

in two words faith the Preacher? I will fo, and fee that ye 

mark it: hi the Original! the word rendered condufton here hath % 

the firft letter bigger then the reft,to ftir up the greater attenti- & 

on to that which follows:fith in this ffiort fentence is contain- & j 

cd the fum ofall Divinity. f ; 

Fear God and keep his commaniemnts ] Bear an awfull refpeftty 
the Divine Majefty, a reverentiall fear: and from this princi¬ 
ple obey Godin every part and point of duty .* Doe this and 
live for ever. Doe it in an Evangelicall way I mean : for we 
^andoeit now no otherwife, Wdh wed to cxa£t obedience,a» ■ >$2 
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David does, ?jal, up.4,5. Oh that I could keep thy conunande- 
tHcnts accurately: and woe’s me that I cannot. And then bee 
doing as thou canft , for affe&ipn without indeavour, is like 
Rachel j beautifull but barren. Be doing, I fay, at every thing 
as well as at any thing : for thou nmft,notbe/«nj nbulus virtn~ 
turn, (at 7 ’ertullian phrafeth it) one that goeth in a narrow traft 
of obedience. No : thine obedience muft be utiiv<rfall,extend- • 
ing to the compafle of the whole Law, (which is but one co¬ 
pulative as the Schohtts fpeak) And then beati fui.tquipracepu 
facittnt.etiatn finon perf ciutit^ they arebieffed that doe what they 
can,though they cannot but under doe. And in libro tuo feribun* 
iur omnes qui qmdpojftnt faciunt s & ft quod dibent, norpoffunt. They 
are furely written all in Gods Book, that doe what they can , 
though ihey cannot doe as they ought. I cannot let (lip a Note 
given by one that was once a famous Preacher in this Kingdom, 
and ftill lives in his printed Sermons. The Book of Ecclefiafiis 
(faith he) begins with All is vanity- and ends with Fear Cod and 
keep his commandements. Now if that fcntence wei e knit to tbir, 
which Solomon keepeth to the end as the haven of left after the 
turmoiles of vanity, itis like that which Chriftfaid to Martha , 
T hoH art troubled about many things , but one thing is mcejfary. That 
which troublcth,u8 s Solomon calls vanity : that whic 1 is necelTary, 
he calls the fear of God. From that to this, fhould bee every mans 
pilgrimage in this world.We begin at vanity, and never know 
perfectly that wee are vain, till we come to fear God and keep 
his commandemenis. 

V S For this is the whole duty of man) Heb. “this is the r Foie man, q. d. 
He is not a compleat man: hee Ioleth all his othc r praifes, that 
. fears not God. It is the very nature andefience of man to bee a 
’ reafonable creature: Now what more rcafonable :hen that God 
fhould be feared andferyed ? What more irration^ 1 ! then irreli- 
gion > (See 2 T hejf.^.i.) andivhat is man withp jc true grace, 
s butfr£jhntiJJimHm brutum, fas one faith) a very fair Beaft l 

Verl. 14. For God (hall bring every work, into judgement) Full 
< loth is (infull belli to come to judgement: but (will they, nill 
they ) come they mult, God nill bring them : Argels will hale 
them out of their hiding holes. Rocks and mountains will then 
pi ove a forry fhclter; fith. rocks fhall rent, and mo jntainsmelt at 
the prefence of the Judge.Let us therefore judge our felves, if hee 
(hall not judge us.and take unto us words againft our finSjif wee 
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wUhiot have him to takTum^hhTTwords {oul j*> 

mZ\ And then It* vivamus ut fsikmm 
tremtsr, faith the Heathen Oratour, Let us fo live, as thofe that 
muft Sorely be called to an account. For who can tdlbutthat 
he may (odainly hear as that Pope dld,and W28 foon after found 
dead, Veni, tnifer, in indicium. Come, th°ll Wretch, KC IV 3f 
judgement:. Let this be firmly befeewd and thrOUghly dlgefted, 
Ind it will notably incite us to the fear and fervice of God.This 
feme Heathens knew; Zaleuctu Locrenfs , in the P^eme t. 

Sj££ 5 ? 3 A 

ssa=aaBaBK=S53= 

membring that once they muft give an iccount of that nve» 

(chough out to earthly Judges.) might unbrace houafty - 
vlL',,fare,,U» g ] For at that day 

an^fccre^fineftial be as legible in thy 

the brighteftftats.orthemoftglitteringSnn-beamiuponaWal 
of Cryftall.Mens aftions are all in print m heaven ; and God wil 
a *7t day read them aloud in the ears of all the world. 

VVImblit it i«i crevOQ Then itlhall appeare what itis, 
whlcWbeforewasnotfo cleat: like as in yfpti/jibodi wholefome 
mots and Doyfonable difeover therafclves,, which in win 

ter were notfan.Then men lhall give an account, £ V ‘ b ‘™ 

rommiSs of good things committed unto them. e 

SaSSesSeS 
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C^HAP. I. 

Vcrf. i. Tfre So% of .S'oKgi... ^ 

■ O T a light Love-fong ( as fonie pro- j !• 

fane perfons have fancied 5 and have J 

thcrrtoreheld Unopart of theW 4 

Canon : But a ro.oft excellent Epabd- rteodoret. 

a very divineDitty,ap heavenly ,.*»»« 
Allegory, a Myfticall-marriage-fong Jkcwmii-; 
1 calUdhcre *****£*;» 

‘calledthe Gcd of Gods, Veut. 

' Chrift is called the KWg of/i^ghEev.l 9. c y ee fy 

gdoeM^to^ 
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the Holy place} and Proverbs to theCwrf:) to fignifie , that it is 
theTreafery of themoft facredand higheft myfterh s of holy 
Scripture. It ftreams out all along, under the parable of a 
marriage, that full torrent of (pirituall love that is betwixt 
itieron. frown, Chriftand the Church. Ibis is a great my fiery, faith :hat great 
m E^ect. Apoftle, Epb. 5,32. It pafieth the capacity of man :o under- 
ftarid it in the perfection of it. Hence the Jews permi tted none 
to read thisfacred Song, before thirty years of age. Let.him 
that reads, think he fees written over this Solomons porch,Hc/i- 
neffe to the Lord ? Procul hincjprocul efteprofani, nihil bic lift caftum. 
If any think this kind of dealing to be over-light for fo grave 
T. W.tn Cantic. an d weighty a matter, let them take heed ( faith one) that in 
the height of their own hearts they doe not proud, y cenfure 
God andliis order, whoiumany places ufeth the famefimili- 
tude of marriage, to exprefle his love to his Church by, and 
interchangeablyherduty toward him,as Hof. a. 19*2 Cor.i 1.2. 
Epb. 5,25. with verf. 22,23,24. where the Apoftle plainly al- 
ludeth and referred! to this Song of Songs in fimdry paf* 
fages, borrowing both matter, and frame of fpeech from 
hence. 

Which is Solomon?] He was the Pen-man, God the Author. 
Ofmanysther Songs hee was both Authourand inftrunicut, 

1 King. 4.32. Not fo of this; which therefore th c Chaldee Pa- 
raphrafl here cntituleth, Sengs and Hymnes (in the plurall , for 
thefurpailing excellency of it) which Solomon the P 'opbet, the 
King o/Ifrael, f/ttered by the [pint of Prophecy, before the Lord , tbc 
Lord of all the earth. A Prophet fie was, and is therefore now in 
the Kitte,dome of heaven, notwithftanding his foul fall, whereof 
he repented. For as it is not the falling into the water that 
drowns, but lying in it : So neither is it the falling into fin 
that damnes, but dying in it. Solomon was alfo Kir g of Ifrael, 
and furpafled all the Kings of the earth in wealth ana wifdom, 

2 Ghten. 9.22. yea he was wiferthen all men, 1KrKg.4-31.And 
as himfelfwasa King, fo he made this fingularSong (as David 
did the 45 Pfalm) concerning the King (Chrift and hisfpiritu- 
aUmarriage to the Church,) who is alfo called Solomon, Cant. 
3. n. and greater then Solomon , Mat. 12.42. If there fore cither 
the worth of the writer, ortheweightineficof the matter may 
make to the commenda ti on of any book, this warns for nei¬ 
ther : That’s a filly exception of fome again# this Song , as if 
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not Canonical!, becaufe Godis not once named in it; for as 

oft as the Bridegrome is brought in fpeaking here,fo oft Chrilt 

himfclffpeaketh, who is God blefed for ever. Befides,whereas Rom. 9 , 4. 

Sekmon made a thoufand Songs and five,i K;Hg-4 32.this only, 

as bein'* the chief of all, and part of the holy Canon,hath been 

hitherto kept fafe( when the reft are loft) in the cabinet of 

Gods fpeciall providence, and in the cheft ot the Jews ( Gods 

faithful! Library-keepers, Kom. 3 . 2 . Job. 5. 39 -)jj bei "S th f 

will of our heavenly Father , that any one hair of that iacred 

head Ihould fall to the ground. 

Verf. 2. Let him kjjfe me with the kifes of hvs mouth J It muit be 
premifed and remembred, that this Book is penitus allegoncw & 
parabolicuf,OLS one faith,allegorical throughout,and aboundeth 
all along with types and figures, with parables and iimili- 
tudes. guot verba tot facramenta. So many words fo many mylte- 
ries, fakh iHhrotn of the Revelation; which made Cajetan not dare 
to Comment upon it. Thelikemay beetruly affirmed 1 of the 
Canticles : nay we may fay of it in a fpeciall manner, as rojjevi - ex p 0nat CM ; cc- 
7 m doth of the whole Hebrew Bible, tot effe facramentaquot liters, i(i concur it. 
totmyjfteria quot puntta, tot arcana quot apices. Hence /( e//w '^7 Sjj£ mi . 
odtret asketh pardon for prefuming to expound it. But d f 
feilium facilis eft venia-&,ln magnis voluiffe JateJl. In hard things 
the pardon is eafy; and in high thmgs,letaman fhew his good 
wil.and it fufficeth.The matter cf this Book hath been pointed 
at already: as for the form of it, it is Dramaticall and Diaio- 
eifticallv The chief fpeakers are not Solomon and ^Shulamite 
( as Caflalio makes it) but Chrift andhis Church. Chnft alfo 
hath his Affbciates (thofe friends of the Bridegrome ) viz. the 

Prophets, Apoftles, Paftors, and Teachers, who put in a word 3-^ 

fometimes. As likewifedoe the fellow friends of the Bride, 

viz. whole Churches , or particular Chrifhans. The Bride 

begins here abruptly (after the manner of a Tragedy jthroug 1 

impatience of love and an holy impotency of defire after , not. 

an union o nly, but an unity alfo vn th him whom herfoule 

loveth. Let him kjffe me,&c. Kitting isa token of love,i Pd.5. 

u. Luk. 7.45.and ofreconciliation, 2 Sam. 14.33. Andalbeit -v 

tyTUftMlv ««, tpiKtir ( asPhilo obferveth ) Love js notalwaies f 

inakifle, Joab and Jud.rs could kiffie and kill ,{ Caveaturojculutn -- ^ 

, Jfcarioticum) configne their treachery with fo Iweet a fymboll 
of amity, yet thofe that love out of apure heart fervently there- iPdM.22.^ 
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~fore kifle,as defiring to transfufe,if it might be,the fouls of either 
iuto other,and to become one with the party fo beloved,and in 
the bed fenfc fuaviated. That therefore w h ch the (Church here 
delireth is, not fo much Chrifts coming in the flefh ( that God, 
who at fundry times,and in divers manners had fpcken in times 
naftunto her by the Prophets,would now fpeak un:o her by his 
Son, as fome have fenfed it) as that (he may have utmoft con- 
jun&ionto him, and neareft communion with 1 im, hereas 
much as may be, and hereafter in all fulnefle of fr jition. Let 
him kjffe me, and fo feal up his hearty love unto mue, even the 
fttre mercies of David; tvitb the l<ij]cs of hit mouth ; Not with one 
kifle only, with one pledge ol his love, but with many (there 
isnofatiety, nomeafure, no bounds or bottomt of this holy 
Jove, as there is in carnall defires , ttbi etiam vota,pof ufumfafii- 
dio font) Neither covets (he to kifle his hand ( as they deale by 
Kings) or his feet ( as they doe the Popes) but his mouth 5 (bee 
would have truekifles, the bafia the bttjfes of thofe lips,whercin- 
to grace is poured, Pfal. 45.3. and wherehence tl ole words of 
grace are uttered, Mat. 5.2,3. &c. He opemb bis n outb with wifi 
%me 0 and in bit lip! v the law of bmdnejfe. Hence he r affe&ionate 
defires,her earned paulings,inquietations,and unfat isfiableneflci. 
She mud have Ghrid, or elfe (he dies; Che mud have the kjjfirof 
Cbrifit mouth, even thofe fweet pledges ot love in lis word, or 
fhecannot be contented; but will complaine, in t he confluence 
of all other comforts, as Abraham did, Gen. 15.2. Lord God 
what wilt thou give me, feeing I goe childlelfe? Or as Artaba- 
zw in Xenophon did (when Cfritt had given him a cup of gold, 
and Cbryfantat a kifle Jn token of his fpeciallfavour)(aying,that 
the cup that he gave him was nothing Co good gold, as the kifle 
that he gave Cbryfantat. The Poets fable that the Moon was 
wont to come down from her orb to kifle Endjmi or:. It is a ccr- 
taiji truth, that Chridcame down from heaven to reconcile us 
•to his Father, to unite us to himfelf, and dill to communicate 
unto our fouls the fenfe of his love,the feeling of lis favour,the 
fweet breath of his holy Spirit. 

Worthy hve is better then wine ] Htb. Loves. The Sefiuagmt and 
Vulgar render it Vbera, Thy breds: but that’s not fo proper, 
fith it i* the Church that here fpeaks toChrift, and,bythc hid¬ 
den change of perfon, (hews the drength and livelinefle other 
afo&ion : as by the Plurall Loves, (he n-eans all fruit# of his 

love*. 
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levelrighteoufneffe, peace, joy in the Holy JTbft, afTurance of 
heaven, whieh Mr. Latimer calls the fweet-meats of the feaft of 
a goodconfcience.There are other dainty difhes at that fraft,but 
this is the banquet, this 1# better then wine , which yet is a very 
comfortable ereature, P fal. 104.15. and highly fet by, PR4 7. 

Plata calls wine a mufick, miftriarum bumanarm the 


fWSCiUU mu!, » ~ . 

diief allay ment# of mens mileries. _ r ,. 

Verf. 3. Becaufe of the favour ef tby good ointments JUr, / ojmellto, 
tbf ointments are beji. Odoratijjmw es, as the Panther cad* abroad 
a fragrant favour, as Alexander the Great is faid to have had a 
naturall fweetnefle with him , byreafon of the good tempera¬ 
ment of his body. So and much more then fo the Lord Chrid, 
thatfaeetefloffweetu He kiffeth his poor perfected people, as E ufeb. 

Cmfiantine once killed Papbnutm his loft eyetand departing(for 
here hecomes but as a fuitor only til the marriage be made up m 
heaven) he leaves fuch a fweet lent behind him , fuchabalmy 
verdure, as attrafts all good hearts unto him; fo that where this - 
ali-quickningcarcafeis, there would the Eagles be alfi. The m . 24. 1 
Jfraelites removed their tent, from Mitbcab which figmfies/«w- 
utfft, toCafbmonab whichfignifies fn>ifineffe,Num. 35- '9- To 
teach usf faith one ) that the Saints have no fooner faded 
Chrifts fweetnefle, but they are carried after him prefently with 
incredible fwiftnefTe. Hence they are faid to have a nofe like//o* 
tower of Lebanon, ( for their lingular fagacity in fmellmg after cant. 7. 

Chrifts and to flee to the holy AfTembliesf where Chrifts odors 
are beaten out to thefmell ) at the clouds, or as the doves to tbetr Efiy 60 . a. 
windows For why? they have their ftnfct habitually exercifed to 
difeem good and eviO, Heb*. 14. and their love abounds yet more 
and more in knowledge and in all judgemental/. 1.9. 

fbi name it as ointment poured forth] There is an elegant alluh- 
on in the Originall betwixt Shm and Sbtmeny that IS , Name, 
and Ointment. And Chrid hathhi* name both in Hebrew and rmDD 
Cnekftom ointments*, for thefe three words in figmhcation are Xeisto• 
all one, Meffia#, Chrift, Anointed. See the reafon,£R 61 • 1 .The 
Spirit of the Lord (that oil of gladnefle, 1.9.) isupon me* 
becaufe he hath anointed (and appointed me to preach good ti- _ * 

dings to the meek, 8cc. Now when this is done to the life,when. 1 Cor. 1.1,14, $ 
Chrid crucified i# preached, when the ho y Ghofrm the mouth 5 - • 

and miniftry of his faithfall fervants (hall takeof Chriftsexcel- 
lencie#(as it is his o®ce todoe,ifl&. id, 14-) Mdibtmm 
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To the world : when he (hall hold up the tapeftry,as it: were , and 
{hew men theLo-rd Chrift: with an Eat virum 3 Behold the man, 
that one Mediator betwixt God and Man , the man Chriftje- 
fas- See fiitn in his Natures, in his Offices, in his W orks, in the 
blelfed Effefts of all: ThiscaniKJt but ftir up wonierfull loves 
in all good foules- with hearty wifiies, that If aty one love not 
the Lord Jefut Chrift ,he may be Anatbet»a,Maranatb i,accurft up¬ 
on accurft, and put over to God to puniffi. 

Therefore the virgin love thee ]i.e.All that are adjoi lied to me in 
comely fort, as chaft Damofclls to their Mother and Miftrcffe. 
The cleft and faithfull are called Virgin for,their fjnrituali cha¬ 
tty. They are Gods bidden ms> ( as the word her: ufed fignifr 
eth, and as they are called, P fat. 83.3.)chey are notdefiledwiffi 
" thecorruptions that are in tlje world through Itifl, for they are 
- Virgins, Rev. 14.4. Elfe, the jBridc would notfuffi r thcpwbouc 
her,P/i/. 45 .14. COf CL Elizabeth it is faid, that he never fuf- 
fered any Lady to approach her prefence,of' whoft ftairi ihe had 
but the leaft fufpition ) Theft follow the Irnh whereftever be gotth. 
ib .as the other creatures follow the Panther for hiifweet odor*; 
as birds of prey are carried after carcafes. Wbombaving not fun, 

\ et ye lave, and can do no lefTc, 1 Pet. 1.8, becaufe hee firft loved 
you, and hath (bed abroad his love in your heart* by his holy 
Spirit, I Jeh.t\. 1 9 . Rom. 5 .5. Amate a more m HHpf , O love hit 
love, faith Bernard , and cry out with Ignatius ,0 • 0 «**»*«*«'- 
jfflTW, My Loyc was crucified. If the Centurion in tfiepolpel 
Were held worthy of refpeft becaufe he loved ournax ion (faid tbofe 
Tews) and built m a Synagogue : what fball wefay of Chrift who 
loved us and wafbtd us with his own bJ$od 3 kc. Herein was love, kc. 

• And Should not love be the whetftone of love 1 Should we not 
reciprocate? (hall we be worfe then PublicansiSli. ill not the love 
fi f Chrift confirainut t kcf2Cor.^.i^ 

Verf. 4. Vr atone ] Thofevery virgins, though they love 
Chrift, and are affe&ed with his incomparable f weetnefle; to 
the flighting of earthly vanities,and all tafUefle fooleries of this 
prefent life, yet are they fenfibie of fund ry obftadea and back- 
byaffes, which caufethem to call for help from heaven, aJtaw 
ntu &c,fc. by thepfMuall working of thy mighiy Spirit, and 
bythecoirdsof khidnefle, Hof. «.4. that irrefiftible grace of 
thine, whereby thou do ft fortiter but yet fuavih r, powerfully 
butyctfwetsly workuponthe wilt of them that lyelong to thee* 
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and by a mercifull violence pull them out of Satans pawes, yea 
bring them from the jawes of hell to the joyes of heaven, jer . 

3 l 'm xoi-S run after tbee ] We will not only follow thee, as the 
ftraw follows the jet, or as iron theload-flone; as the Sea-mans 
needle doth the North-pole, or as the Hop in its growing fol¬ 
lows the courfe ofthe fun from Eaft to Weft,winding about the 
pole, apd will rather brea k then doe otherwile : But wee will pjnm. u.26 
fulfill after thee , as Caleb did, we will run after tbee , as Vavtdd id, John frifilkd 

yea we will fo run that we may obtain, finifti our courfe and re- * 

ceive our crown, whereof we lhall not fail-, if we run J^S u ‘ ar " pfai.i 19.3a. 
ly, run forthright, Prov. 4. 2$, run after Chrift, asthe Church z pim, 4.7. 
here promifeth to doe, and not ftep before him, a* Pe^rpre- 
fumed to doe,and therefore heard, Get tbee behind me Satan.Chrm Met. 16. 
is our forerunner i gone before w into htavenfieb. 6. 1 o- Wee niuft 
tome after him, Luks 9.23. prefle his footfteps, 1 Per.2.21.follow 
him clofe. Mat. 16. 24. Epb. 5. i.and, having him ever in our 
eye, run with patience the race that ia let before us, H*bt 12.1,2. 

Rubs and Remora's we (hall be fure to meet with, but that mult 
not make us flop or ftep bjck.Chrift ran with a courage,though 
he ran with thecrefs upon his fhouldcrs all cbe way 1 reutl 

few/, and doe Iikewife,R»* to get the race, fi id blefled Bradford to 
his fellow-ill fferers, Ton are even almofi at your journeys V 

there be any way to heaven on horf-back,, it is by the crojfe. Look to 

the joy that is let before you as Chrift did,/h*/a look from glo- A mdxeon. 
ry as Mojes did, leflyee be wearied and faint , or Loofntd as the ‘'TTfT 
nerves arein a fwoon or palfie. Life up the hands that hang ^ 1*1,3,, 
down to the feeble k ices, Heb.i 2.12. Lift up your feet as Jacob 
did, after the vHion at Bethel^ and take long ftrides to Chrift. ©cb. 29.1. 
Think thou heareft him lay, as T«//y did once to his friend, 

Ghtjmobrtm, ft me amat tantumoquantumprofeHo amss,fi dojmnt 3 tx- 

piTgifcere-. (i ftasfmgredere-jfi ivgrederisyurre^ fi ewnris : eidvola.Credibiltt* 

non eft ~qusntumega in amnre & fide tuaponam , t. e. Wherefore if 

thouIoveftme, aslamftirethou doft,ifthou beafleep, wsike 

thy felfj ifthou ftandeft ftill, fet forward^ if thou art upon thy 

way , run to mee • ifthou art a running , fly to mee. Little 

doft thou think how much I fet by thy ^° ve an< ^ f a fthfm n “«?‘ ^ 

Therefore. haft,b*ft, haft. Ihejoy of the Lordfball be tbyfirengtbfo 

that thou (halt walk and not be weary, run and not faint, Eja* 
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‘Ibe King bath brought me into his chamber/] Into :he Bride- 
Chamba- of Heaven, and hath made me fit together in heaven¬ 
ly places in Chrift Jeftis mine head and Husband, Epbef. 2 6 yea 
into the inward, part of the Bed-chamber (as the word he re ufed hg- 
nifieth Cant.3 .4 J there to have familiarity with him : that I may 
bee filled with hisgraces, lob. 1.1 6. and bring ioici fruit to 


GodjRow.7.4. , , 

Vree will be glad and rejoice in thee ] Be glad wwarcly, andre- 
iovce outwardly-, not in thy love-tokens fo much, as n thy felfe. 
Vix diligitur Jefttspropter Jefttm. They thatrejoyce iri any thing 
but Chrift, rejoyce in a thing of noHgbt,Am.6.i 3 . with verj.^,6. 
The beginning of Epiftles and Letters anciently was Caudtu m 
Domino. Rejoyce in the Lord. 

We will remember thy t<rve'] l Or rebearfe it. Men canno t but think 
and (peak much of what they love 8e like. UVavidr heart be tndi- 
tingagood matter(a frngof loves)h\s tongue will foon be the pen 
of a ready writer, Pfal. 4 5.I,2.And as people, when drunk with 
Wine,wherein is excefle,ar.e apt to fing and hollow.in thofe that 
are filled with the Spirit cannot but utter thofe MMgnaliaT>ei,the 
wonderfull works ofGod, /ft.2.1 J.yea exprefiethtirfpiricuall 
jollity in Pjalmer end hymnes and fpirituallfongs, E pbef. >.18,19. 

‘the upright love thee] Heb. Vprigbweffc, the alfratt For the con- 
crete. as Pride for prouder. 5 0.31. rebellion for rebellions, Ezel{. 
2.7. This (eemeth to be added for to exclude hypocrites, thole 
Hang-byes. They (cem to love God (none more) but ifris from 
• the teeth outward only ; and Chrift may well fay t o them, as 

Ult' fhee did to Sampjm. , How canjl thou fay thou lovtft me?,hen thy hart 

is not with me ? their hearts are upon their covecou; neffe, the n 
when with their moyths they make love, Eztktf 5.31. as the Ea¬ 
gle hath his eye upon the prey, when hefoareth higheft toward 

heaven. They follow Chrift more for the loaves then for love, 

Joh.6.26. they ferve not God, but ferve themfelves upon him; 
they ferve him for gaine, as-children will not fay their prayers, 
unleffc we promife them theirbreakfafts.Si^rfy is in utter ene¬ 
my to Sinitterity. 

Vcrfe 5. lambU^fat comely] Heb. Black as ih'morning, or 
day-dawning, whichhath light afl^ darknefle (dim lefle atleaft) 
mixt together. It is not H ?°J&cwKa< w herein 1 here is more 
light then darknefle, but*#™™’*" wherein there i 5 more dark- 
tyMyfcp neffe then light^s^e Grammarians diftinguiflj. This morn- 
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ing light is lovely, though not pure, fo is the Church comely, 
though not clear. The Coy daughters of Jerufakm might make 
a wonderment,that fo black a doudie,as the Church appeared to 
them that faw notherinward beauty, (hould ever hope to have 
love from theJaireft among men. (Wee read how Aaron and Miri- w ^ v 
am murmured againft Mojos (who was faireto god ) beeaufe &i * 

theTauny-Moore-woraan whom hee had marryed Num.i 2.1.) A fofU 
Foranfwer to whom, the Spouft here grants that (hee is black, 
orblackijh at Ieaft: (1.) A9 having fome hypocrites in her bo- 
foniCjthat as thatblafted corn, Mattb. 13.25. fmutcheth and fill- , r , , , 

lieth the better fort. (2.) As beingno: fully freed from fin till ^ mm - 
after death. Sinis dejefted indeed in the Saints, butnot utterly ji um . 
ejefted, while they are here. For why’ it is in them as the fpots 
of the Leopard, not by accident but by nature, which bo Arc 
can cure,no water can walh off,becaufe they are not in the skin, 
but in the flefh and bones, in the finewes and themoft inward 
parts. Howbeit the Church is freed from the damning and do¬ 
mineering power offin. And whereas (3.) (he is looked upon as Iob ^ 
black? beeaufe of her affliftions (thofe fruits of finne) andfeeme Lam.? 8. 
co have layn amongtke pott (as the Pfalmifthathit) places where Ier.t.si, 
Scullions ufeto lye, and fo are black and collied, yet (hall ihee 
be as the wings of a dove that are covered with filver^&c. Pfal.6%. 13. 
though fhee lit in darknefle the Lordlhall give her light, Mic.y. 

S, And as blackfepemakes white cloathessfo doe (harp afflifti¬ 
ons make holy hearts. Where God is pleafed to fet in with his bat- 
tlt-dore ,as that Martyr fold,Puriorei coe.'o affiittione fatti funt ,faith 4 - * 
Cbryjofome of thofe that were praying for Petir, A&. 12. And 
fome of them of undtrflanding ft all jail, to try them,and to purge , and to 
make them wbitefaith the Prophet,of thofe fuffering Saints Van. 

11.3 5. The face of the Church is never fo beautifull as when it is 
waffled with its ofie teares : as fome faces appear moft oriental¬ 
ly fair, when they are moft inftampt with foe row. Chrift did fo, 

Ifai.'y 2.14. 

Butcomelf] Or goodly, lovely, difireable, deleS able, viz. for my 
double rjghteoufnefle (thofe right eottfneffes of the £ Ants, Rev. 19. 

8.) imputed, and imparted. Hence the Church may better fing 
then Sappho did. 

Si mibi difficilisformam natftra negavit, (frjid.Epifl, 

Jujlitia Zform* damn a rependo mes. t 
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, Af the tents ofKedar, as the curt aims of Solomon] Kedar fignifieth 

!"" 8 * * bla:h : and the Kedart»s(& people of Arabia^tktnded of IJmad) 
sliin.tap x6 . dwelt in black tents made of haircloth, and had no other hou- 
jfii.i3 f eSi they alfo dwelt not farre from the Ethiopians or Uac\mom % 

2 C AtxhzCurt'airseS)&c.] Ue. As his coftly tapeftry and other 
fumptuous houiholdltuffe,whereof read i King, i o. i ,2. &c. ]o- 
Ifeph. (Mblu alfo makes mention of the Babyloni(h rich furmt ire,where- 

AntiMA-. Solomons vo omeswere hang’d. Thefe are to fei forth the 

Churches comelwejfe, as the other did her hsnehnejfe. Let none 
be defpifed for his outward meanneffe : for within ch;* Ieatherne 
purfe may be a Pearl.Chrift himfelf was hidden under the Car¬ 
penters fon,and a-poor outfidejfjfai* 5 3 * 2 * 

S £ pe(nbattrita latitatfapknUa vejle. 

Verfe 6. Look not upon meejbtcanfe lam blacbf] (Lco^not upon 
meejviz. with a lofty look,with a coy countenance,! ix ; not your 
eyes upon mine infirmities and miferie8,fb as todifdain me, or 
difefteeme me for them. *Blac#fb l am, I confelfe,tamied and dif- 
eoIoured.The old Latin tranflation renders it brow, (lovely 
brown we call itjelle brunette, ihe French) Others font-what black* 
qj. My blacknefle is not fo much as youmay think for: Judge 
not therefore according to the appearance. Stumble not at my 
feeming deformi ties. A faithfull man may fall farre, out the feed 
abideth in him, the new nature cannotbe loft; the c yl of Gods 
Spirit, wherewith hee is anointed,fetteth the colourwhich are 
of his own tempering,fo (lire on,and maketh them cleave fo fall 
together, that it is impoflible hee fhould ever returr to his own 
hiew,to bee cole-black, a? befcre. Howbeithec is, fubjeCt to 
much affliction,anguifh and diftreffe, as it were to tie fcorchitig 
of the Sun: and that, with many that have not fenles exerci fed 
to difeern good and evill, renders him dtfpicablej but that 
fhould not be. Of Qneene Elizabeth , it is Laid t:iat fhee ha- 
ted no lefle then did Mitbridates , fuch as malicioufly per¬ 
secuted vertue fbrfaken of fortune: as when a. I)eer-is foot, 
the reft of the Heard pufh him out of their company. 

Bee aufe.tbe Sun batb lookfdupon me] By Sun here fc me have un- 
derftood the Sun of righteoufnefie, whom when the Church 

looks intently upon,(he is bedazled: & fees her own nothingnefs 

in comparifon of his incomparable brightnefle- Oi hers by Sun 
here will have Original! ftnne to be meant 3 which indeed hath- 



brought the blacknefle ofdarkncile upon the fpirit of 

,nd bored out the eve of our undemanding*. The fame Ori- 
einall pravitv they underftand by the following words, 
f, , mt J r an d by being kindled with wrath, they underftand 
Ar.dby appointing the 
Churc^to other Vineyards, they underftand the committing 
of the worked of the flefh, and the deeds of daikneflc, with 
which fhee was as it were holden,fo that fhee could doe nothing 
elfe till the Lord had loofed her out of thefe chaines. But they 
doe b eft tha? by Sw* in this plac, underftand the heat of 

a black coah lighting them up for tapers in a dirknight,as tney 
dSin^‘rdfy«f After llWwasburn,, h-edmOn- 

eothis heart, which was left untouched bythefire, and bcatit 

Irichthekftayes. Thedorieofthe Maeeefee, perfecutioiw pra- 

phecy ed of Da*. l'lS 1 *. and recorded,£M.x 1.35-totheenddS ex¬ 
ceeding lamentable! Oppofition is (asCate, wrote to_ihe 

Freschking") E vjngelii Genim, and Eakfuf bfrttcmvfi th LtllhJnCMi 
“VheChurct hath itscrofcforits inheritance. M*m 
Mlii'ffdl, in Cbnjl Jejui (if they be fe upon t fo to dbe#« 
/ufferptrjlcutim, then’s no avoyding ofit, a Tim. 3.1 1 *. Wh 

feLte came to the wild Beads, Ni^aith he, 1by* »*«. 

Chriflijn, and nocillnow. ThatChrld.aofalth Ml. W/« 4 At>& 
hath not yet learnt hisAic in Ghnfliamty,that hathnot learned 
,h=leffonoftheCto(fe,&c. Omni, Cbrifhrm Th.siA 

the worldiinecannot away with: and although he make a fair ^ 

foXfcM or feta gold face on’t (asthe word figmfies) a. if 
hee had fet his face toward Sion ,yet when ir comes to a wauer_ of 
ruffering, hee durables at theCrofleand tails backwards: hee 
will not differ perfecution for the Crofle of Ghi id, Qil- 6 . is. 

Hee lookes at the Church with* mlnrei eroas though he would 
behold nothing in her but corruption and catnon^ Hee wakes 
an ill condruSion of her infirraiti.s,and will not dick to fay, ;i 
he have a minde to fluke her off.rhat (he is black and delprc- 

ble,that (hee provides but pooi lyior her followerssthat the great 

Ones favour her as litile,as the Lords of the fbtliflimi did Da. 
vidfkc. Cicc,0 Virjni rehj[mem fylendore impair g avitatt nomwH Cic.pm 
infimh, & 
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markes of the true Religion were the largenefle of the Romm 
Empire.their fpreading fame, their Anceftours Ordinances, and 
their Angular liiccefle. The Papifts have the like ar£ uments for 
proof of their Church. But what faith Lutberl Ego von babco a- 
Hud contra Pap regnum robufiius argumentum, quam quid fine cruet 
regnat- i have no ftronger argument againft the Popes Kingdome 
then this,that he reigns without the Crofle. 

My mothers children were angry with me] i.e. VVorIdl '7 men that 
•are of the fame humane race that lam 5 thefe fretted, at mee, as 
Moab did at Ifrael (becaufe they were of a di/fereni:Religion) 
2 fyr»b,22-2A’ or as - Tobiah and his complices did it Nebemiab 
and his Jews: it was quarrell enough to Jerttfakm that it would 
notbemilerable. Hypocrites and Hereticks elpecial ly,are here 
underftood (as fome conceive) luch as pretend to be children of 
the Church* and her greateft friends, as the DotwrAft would be 
the only Chriftians, and after them the Rogatian he sticks cal¬ 
led themfelves the only Catholics. So did the Arums jVtnd fi) doe 
the Papifir , whofe anger againft the true children oi: he Church 
iafar hotter then Nebuchadnezzar* Oven after it had beenfeven 
times heated for thole three conftant Worthies. Hy pocritU nihil 
efi erudeliuf, impatientiul & vindittd ettpidiuf, (faith Luther t who 
fead the experience of it)planejxnt ferpentes, &c. there is not a 
more cruel lcreature,nj ore impatient and vindi&ive 3 then an hy¬ 
pocrite. Hee is as angry as an Afpe, as revengefulla:; a Serpent, 
&c. He is of the Serpentine feed and carries the old e amity, Gen. 
3.1club, (yen 4 8. with 1 Job. 3.12. Tour vretbren that 
batedyoUylbat cafi fott outfor mj names fake, /aid, Lit ; be Lord bit 
glorified,Ifi*A6 5.Here was a fair glove drawn upon*, foul hand. 
In nomine Domini incifnomne malum, was grown to a Proverbe 
here in times of Popery. 

7 bey made mee the Keeper of the Vineyards ] No mirvell there¬ 
forethat I am Sun-burnt, fich I have borne the burden and heat 
ofiheday, as Adattb. 30=12. it hath been my task to keep out 
Hoards, Foxes, and other noifome creatures; yea it hath 
been my lot to bee put upon fome fervile offices, (as thofe poor 
Vinedrclferswere, 2 Kings 25.12.not fo liitable to my placeand 
ftation afligned me by God: Yea, although I am dea i with Cbrifi 
from the ; udimrr.ts ef the world, yet as though living i 7the n orld t \ 
■ have by theft Impoftoursand Impolitours been mace to dogma* 
tiz* after the command ments auddottrines of men } Colofii . 20,22. 
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But m ne own vineyard have 1 not kepi] qj. Being burdened with 
humane rites and traditions, and having beene the fervant of 
men 1 Cor .7.23. I have departed from the duty that God pre¬ 
yed unto me. Sane benefit well truly have I "jetted or. flighted 
the commandcmcnt of God, that 1 might keep mens traditionfUar.j.q. 

ThusIhee fhames and Ihents her felf: ffiee blulbeth and bleedeth 

before the Lord,for her careleffenefle in duty. Yea ffiee tells the 

world the true reafon of her preftnt blacknefle: fomewaat Ibee 

had to fay againft others,but moft againft her felf. After 1 was Pcfiqmm ejier* 

made known to my felf, faith Ephraim, fc. by looking in fcheg a fo fun, fieri, mibi 

ofGod8 Law,/ repented,Jer.^ 1.1 ?.Get thee this La^s «■a glafle lnm - 

to look in,faith Mr. Bradford, fo (halt thou fee thy face Me ar- , 

rayed, andfoffiamefully fawey, mangy, pocky and ' 

that thou canft not but be forry at the fight thereof. Thus he: 

Phyfitians in fome kinde ofunfeemely Convulfions, with their 
Patients to look themfelves in a Glafle, which will help them to 
ftrive the more, when they (hall fee their own deformities, ft 
is fit wee Ihouldoft refleft 3 and fee every man th eplagutofbts heart, 
the errour of his life,keeping our hearts foft,(upple and foluble: 
for foftnefle oi heart difcovers fin 3 as blots doe run abroad, and 
feem biggeft in wet paper. When the Cockatrices egg is cruffied,iC 
breaksout into a viper, lfau 5^.5. ■ _ cr> , 

Verf. 7 . T ell me 3 0 thou whom my foul lovetb] TheilllS oiGodS . 

EUQ: turn to their good /Ventnum aliquando pro remedtofuit faith f ! 

Seneca Poyfon is by art turned into a medicine,) make them 
cry more upon Chrift,love him more with all their foule, defire 
more earnetily to be joyned unto him, ufe allholy means of at¬ 
taining thereunto: and that wirh inch affe&ion, that when o- 
thers are at their reft,or rcpaft,the Chriftian can neither eat nor 

reftunlefle hee be wijffiChrift. 

Where tbouftedefi ] This Book oiGantides is a kind ofP afioraV^ 
a fong of a Beloved concerning a Beloved. The Church there¬ 
fore gives, and Chrift takes oft herein upon himfelfe the tearme 

and carriage of a loving and skilfull Shepbeard, that feedcs his- 
flock dayly and daintily, feedeth them among the Lillyea, and 
beds of ibices, makes them to lye down in green paftures, and 

leades them befide the ftill waters, PyW.23.2. f his Word and Sa-^^ 4 -l 5 » 

craments) makes them alio to lye down at noon, i-t. f as the , 

chief Paftour of his flieep ) hewholly ordereth them mall'their .J 

Spiritual! labours,toyls,and affli&ions ; giving thefflfafe repofe 
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" p Q r x»byfhattld 1 bee of one that tumeth afide] q.d* This would 

bee no lefle to thy diftionour then my difadvantage. If I mifcar- 
ry a thou wilt be no fmall lofer by it. To urge 0 od with the 
refpeft of bis own glory lying now at (lake, is a moll effe&uall 
■fjcod %2 way of fpeeding in prayer. If thou defray this people, waatwilthe 

5 ' EojptiatiJ fay ? how will the very bankes of blafphemy be broken 
downe 3 and they fpeake evill ofthee with open mouth i If the 
W.7.9. Gancuniter beatUS, what \fiall become of thy great namely Interpow, 
qU<efo } tuaspreces , apudDetwt pro me , & ora Cbrifium utjus efi caufa 
/jet, ut mthi adfit : qUatn ft obtimerit, mibi obtenta eriti fin veto 
Scultet, Annul, caufatxciderity me ego earn obtinere pottro ; atyue ita ip t fotm tgnomi- 
■niamreportabit. Preethe pray forme (Caye* Luther to a friend of 
his that feared how it would fare with him uhen hee wasto ap¬ 
pear at Ausborougb before the Cardinal! ) pray for mce to Jcfw 
Cbrifi xvhofe thecattfe is, that be wouldfiand by me: foi' ij he cony the 
day f fhall doe rvell enough. As if Imifcarryfce alone n ill under goe tbt j 
hlameandfisameofit , 

By the fioch of thy companions'] Why fhould I hive fellowfhip 
With thy pretended fellows, and fo incur the fufpition of dil- 
, r - , honefty. Chrifthns mull abltain from all appearance of evill, 

* 1 fhun and bee fhy of the very (hews and fhadows ol fin, guicquii 
futrit male color atum , a- Bernard hath it, whatfoever lookeS but 
. * J0 2I. ill favouredly, proVtdtng for things honefi not only in the fight of the 

d. Lordfut is the fight of men : and avojdsng that that no man fiould 

blame us, avoiding it as (hipmen (hun a rock oi ftielf, with ut- 
moftcare and circumfpeftion. Iofeph would not breath in the 
fame ay re with hisMifirefle,nor John the Evangel with the he- 
\lfam vv fr- retick Cerintbus ■, but /prang out of the bath, affo-n ” m- 

Xa.vA*. to it. St .Paul would not give place by fiibje&ic n to thofe tal e 

&#• brethren, none, fir an hmre, left the truth thereby thotlld ttt 

detriment. Gal. z K. Cenfiantine would not read i he Arum ia- 
' pers but tear them before their eyes. And Placilla the Emprefle 
to«df.7rf.T.Ufoughther husband fheodofius fcniour, notoicc to centre 
^ with I nnomiut : Jett being perverted by his fpe( che?,hte might 

fall into herefy. Memorable is the l ory of t he childreni of 
Sam fata that would not touch their ball,but burnt it, becaufeic 
had touched the-toe of an hereticall Bi(hop, as tf ey were tolling 

' not , 0 thou fatrefi ammgmmen] So 

thrift is pleafed to ftyle her, who erft he.d and called her leUe 
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moij commends us to 

Chrift then humility and lowly-mindednefle, I Pc - 3 ; 5 ‘ 
daughter of Zion , for this is likened to a comely and I deberte wo 
J,Aer enemies to (hepheards with their flocks Jer.6,2,3.Falf 

Prophets alfohave their flocks. Seducers dragge Difciples af¬ 
ter them. Aa >2o.3 o.Faciunt favos & veffafacwnt Eccleftas & Mar- 
>7 ‘tertullian- Wafps alfo have their hony-combes, 
apes imitate mens aftions-Thefe ConvcnrklmtlieChurch muft 

ESSSSd , who confeft hee had fpent a> years rn trying 
Religions, pretending that Scripture Prove all things. The Spouft 
it here directed by the Arch- (hepheard to repair to thefo^r- 
ini Places, to frequent the publique Aflemblies: to tread in thac 
Sheep - 1 nack; thefootfteps of the flock, the Shepheards-tents* 

There Chrift hath promifed to feed his lambes fthat havegol- Excd.tf 
den Fleeces, precious foules) to call them by name, as hee did Alts 10. 

Mfes,Com!w&c. to teach them great and abilftfto 

knew not , 7 er. 2 3.3 • to give themfpirituall fenfes,ability to ex- 
amine what is’doarmally propounded to them,, to.try before 
they cruft, ("for all Chrifts Sheep are rationall) theyknow his w , IOi 
voyhtrom the voyce of aftranger) to bee fully Pf ° 

the truth that they take up and profefle, Coi^.i.Luk^i . i.to ftel 
the fweetnefieand goodnefle, the hfe and power o» it withm 
themfelvcs,Co/. 1 • 9 - ^32.8. to hatefaJfedoannes and thoft 
that would perfwade them thereunto, -Pfal. np.104. buzzing 
doubts into their heads,Kow.i6.17. Ioh. 10.5 .SothtLtt :hough 
manor Angell (houldobjeft agamft the truth they have: re- ^ ^ s 

ceived, they would not yeeld to him, 1,8,9. The y ^ 10 ^ 

that Satan can and doth transform himfelfe into ™ Angell of 
liaht, and can aft his part by a good man alfo* as hee did by 
pfrer once and again, With. 16.23d...13. and as he-did m our 
remembranceby Mr. Archer a holy man, who yet held and 
broached hellifh opinion s.SwcHc-hfeldionon defmt cor bovumfed c«- 
put regulatum faith Bucholcctus: Swcnchfeldm had a good heart, 
but a wild head,and fo became a mcanes of much mflehtefe to 
many filly fliallow-headed people, whom he (hahictully Indu¬ 
ced. This to prevent, Chrift hath given gifts to mai,Paftours 
and Teachers after his own heart. Guides,.to fpeake unto them 
theword of God, Heb . 12.7. to fet in order for them acceptable 
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words, words of truth that may be asgoades and as wiles fa Gened 
by thofe Matters of the Aflembljes, which are giv m from one 
Shepheard. Eeclef t2.io,u. in fine,to take heed to themfelves, and 
to all the flock^ over the which the Holy Ghofl hath made toem Overjeers , 
to feed the Church of God which hee hathpurchafcd with his own blond, 
Afi t 20/2S. that they might goe in and out and fhidepa- 
Cures, fucli as will breed life, and life in more abundance, 
loh. ig.9 3 io. 

Goe thy wy forth by the fooi-fleps of the flockf] Adcle indeavour 
to thy delire, up and be doing: for affection without action is like 
Rachel ("that ancient fbepheardefc) beautifully but ba* ren. Get 
thee forth therefore by the foot flops of the flocl tread in the fame track 
that good old Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, David, Paul, 6' c. did; who 
followed the Lamb whither loever he went. Keep to that good 
old way, (the way that is called Holy) andyce (ball fade rcfl to )our 
foules. Walk in thefootfteps of faithful 1 Abraham, and yee (hall 
one day reft in the bofome of Abraham.Wall^in the jame.Jpirit, in 
the fame footfteps with Paul and Titus,2 Cor. 12.18. fo (hall you 
fhortly andfurely receive the end of your faith,th 1 falvation of 
your fouls. 

And feed thy Kidr'JThe Church alfj is a Shepheariefle(as were 
Labans and Jethro's daughters^ and hath a little tittle flocl^ of 
young Goates, that is, of green Chriftians,who ; re to bee fed 
with the ttneere milk of the word that they may groxv thereby. 
I Pet.2.2. 

Bejtde theShepheards tents'] Turn to the Under-fli. 3 pheards(the 
godly Minitters) and. fo return to the great Shepheard and Bifbop 
of your fouls, 1 Per.2.25. Hold you clofe to thefe, and hold tart 
the form ofwholefome words; 2 Tim. 1..13. and linger not af¬ 
ter unfound and unfavory doctrines, fo rife abroad; thofe mur- 
thcring niorfells that fat men indeed, but it is t o the day of 
daughter. Silly fhtep doe cat no grade more greedily then 
that which rots them. But thou ,0 man of God,fly the e things , and 
from fuch flandoff,l Tim.6. 5.11. 

Ver. 9. Ihave compared tbee ,0 my love.&c* ] My Paftorall-love or 
Shepheardcffe-companion, my Fellow-friend , or familiaAflociate in 
thefunftion of fpirituall feeding : My Neighbour c r Need,as the 
Greek renders it. For the Saints are not only likounto Chrift, 
.1 loh a. 2. but alfo next unto him, Luk. 22.30. yeaonewith 
kim, loh* 17.21.and fo,above the mo ft glorious Angela, Hcb.i. 

W 


ci^X cPNicLi^ ortbc Soso o/Scmos. _ 

~~ 7 , being th 7 s^(Cth^riX 7 _ whereas Anvils are 011- 
^to^tsofthelridegromcandasbeing the Members 
Chrift, and (bin a nearer Union then any creatui . 
o 3 and his Angels ftomackcd, andlo fell iron, then firft 

P 'st!cm Or, t. my Tmf' fHorjesinthChtmU 
of Pharaoh. The Palfreys His, the Chariots Pharaohs, faith 
Interpreter. <c What is this ? but that the Spirit ; "f * CUpbaal 

« an P d fpc d, it is Chrifts: and the untoward flefh (which is to 
« be drawn by the fame Divine Spirit) itisicf *ewo^,«d. 

,c the very chariot of Satan > Soul and Body (as wheels and. 
a Axletile) do run which way the devil drivesjtill the ftiong , c 
“Man Telus have freed our Charret- nature front tha. paw- 
cc er 0 f hell, andjoyned himfelfe by his owne Spirit unto 
« our nature, t&at fo (with CbarittJ1 it may 

« goe forth and returne as his Divine.Spint dir o 

' Verf. 10. Thy chap arc corndy’] he. Thy whole ;face (bya 

Rmdoche) though the cheekes are inftanced as being t 

ihamcfacedneffc, modefty and beauty; fu ^^^ S th ° U f”i re ft nian.0«»Vn lorfZ 
her ,(whofe fonne Artaxcrxes Longimanus was ndd the tai jwfcfcm- 

ahveVfP'/fe ABAtf* wife ofc ^> who ™ s ftlk u 

Ji Fair and wile-, and the Lady Jane Gr.^whofe excellent beauty Prff o./E hand .. 

ivas adorned with al variety ofvertues, as a clear sky with ftars l2 , wf .i. 

• f faith the Hiftorian) as a Princely Diadem with jewels.Hence Sir j obn fr. 
£ became moft dear to King Edward the fixth ? who appointed 
her his fucccflour. But nothing fo deare to him, nor fo happy 
In her Son, as the Church is to Chrift; who lively de- 
lcribes her inward beauty, which hce looks upon as a 1 left peai 
“ r *d~ {hell, or as thofe tents of Kcdar aforementioned, wr* 
which though courfe and homely for the outward hicw, yet, 
for the precious gemmes, jewels, and lweet odours that were 
couched in them, were very definable. ... , 

With rows of Jewels’] A metaphor from fair women richly ad¬ 
orned. Holy women may be coftly attired, Gratiorcjlfulchro, 

&c thou <di Seneca thinkes that he was in anerrour that faidfo, 
ftthvertue needs no garnifh, but is magnum fui drcus & corpus 
(onfecrat ,:its own greateft glory,and confecrates the body where¬ 
in it dwelleih. St. Peter alio preienbes Ladyes an excellent - 

drefle 1 Pet.^Plertullian comes after with lus Vefhte vos fe- 
* 2, z 2 it to 
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rko pietaUf 3 &c. Cloathe your felves with the filk of Piety, with 
the fattin of Santtity, with the purple of Purity. Talker pig- 
tmntatjc CbrWum habebitis amatorem , Being thus arrayed and 


adorned,you (hall have Chrift to be your fuiter. 

Tby mkjoith cbaincs] Jc. Of Pearl or precious Stcnc, that is^ 
ofheavenly graces drawn al upon that one threed of Humility, 
which is the ribb and or firing that tyes together all t hole preci¬ 
ous pearls. Humility is wp agemrSum faith Baftlj 

the treahireffc of the reft of the vertues. It is r mi> aya&v, 

faith Chryloftom, the bond of all goodthings } the bond ofperfeftion 3 as 
gt. Paul faith of Charity. Hence St. Peters word 
(iPct.^.f. Beeyee cloathedwith humility) comes of y.ip/ 2 ©- for a 
knot i and it flgnifies not only aUigare 3 to knit the graces toge¬ 
ther, and to prelerve them from feeing made a prey to pride, 
but alfo innodare (fay fo me) to ty knots asdelica te and curi¬ 
ous women ule to doe of ribbands to adorn their necks, or o« 
ther parts: as if humility was the^of of every vertue, and the 
ornament of every grace. On the contrary, Pride is fa id to 
compajfe evill men about as a chain , P fal 73. 6. which ch howugly 
and unfeemly is it on the neck of beauty,back of honour, head 
of learning! 

Verf. 11. Wee will make thee borders of geld with fiuds of ftlver] 
the whole Jrinity will joyne together (as wcedo in all our 
workes ad extra) in framing for thee thefe gloriou:. ornaments, 
in putting upon thee our own cornel inefie,.E«el». {6.11,12,13. 
&c. in increafing, and imbellifliing thy graces, thy pure gold of 
holiiaeflewith yl/wr/ped</,/l«d(Jer or imbrodeiie. Thus the 
Spoufepromifeth to make his Bride (though hee f.ndc her faire 
and fine) much fairer and finer by an addition of more and 
moregraces and gifts,both ordinary and extraordinary^tUl (he 
be transformed into the fame image from glory tc glory. He 
will lpare for neither gold nor filverto beautify h« r,fuch is his 
abundant love unto her. Hee clothes her with the party-co- 
Mtxmxqs. loured Garment of motivations graces, and this he borders 
* with gold and befpangles with ftlver , Her clot.thing is of 
wrought gold , far more {lately and coftly then that of Efl- 
\ her in all her beauty and bravery; then that of Viojiyfiusfvihofe 

mantle was fold to the Carthaginians for an hundred and twen- 

r ty talents; then thatroyall Robe o f Demetrius Kir g of Macedo- 
ny 9 that was fomafly and magnificent, that none ofhisfuccef- 
t £bur. 


os* 
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fours would ever wear it propter invidhfam tmpendii maguificeutim 

mind table* or King-fitting. In accubitu circular*: inorbem cmt» an- 
iX/4S4 * ^ Send and fetch him, or 

we will not fit round till he come hither. The manner of TurKhifi. 

Satthisdayia, to fit round at meat on the bar. ground, 

with their legs gathered under them. By the King is here meant 
Sffi«th e Prin« J Da». 9 . 2 5 . Chrift the lord^S 

felt mcbmimtiHt , all hi* Saints fit round about him, V a, ‘ 7 6 ' 

{itis the twelve Tribes were round about tlieTabemacle : N«M. 
a. a.as the four and twenty Elders are round about the Throne 

Sol 

KingOifign^offVeeteflofriendftfip'andfellowship !* St , King.io, sa 

^honour andhappinelfe‘ h ‘ “ C £ * ' 

Felfion My fttikenard Jendetb forth the fmell thereof J laith the 
Church, that u 3 my faith is a&uated, and all mine other graces 
exercifed and increased at the Lords Table,that ^f^^cyprhn.. 
feaft i Vbi erttei htrmusfavguinemfugimu* & inter ipjaK c J 
rh nofirivulnerafifimurlinguam whereat wee climb thexrofle, 
as it were, fuck Ch rifts blood, fitckjtony out of the Ke\(Vejtt^2. 

13.) feed heartily and hungerly upon h is fle(h,asEagIesdoe up- 

onthefiain, L “‘ h " “ Ils 

gracious gourmandife; whiles wee lean upon his Dofojne ana 
feed without fear I fending forth our fiyeetodours, our P^s 
incenfe,by lifting up many aa humble, IPyfull ^ankfull 
heart to him, living by his Laws,and being a favour of l»fe to o 
therl But what ftall we think ofthofe that ftink above ground, 
poyfon the very air they breath upon, defile the wfible heavens, 
which muft therefore bee purged by the fire of the lilt day. 
and by their rotten communication and uncleane con- 
verfation fpread the infeaions, and find the Plague to 
their neighbours, asthofe Afbdodius,Gumei and Ekptuiei dW, 

Verf." IJ. A bundle of mjrrbt ir m/ Wdl-btlnti, &c. 1 The 
Bride proceeds to retorn all the glory to her Brrdegrom (of all 
that good that hee had praifed her for beforej by a ficondfimi- 
litude here.and by a third in the nextverfe: form this argument 
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fhee thinkesfhee can never fay fiifficienc. It is the manner of 
maids to wear nofegayes of fweec flowers in their bo Tomes, and 
to make no ftnall account ofthem. Myrrhe is marvellous fweer, 
and favoury, Pfal. 45,8. Prov.j.ij. See Piin.lib. 12. wp. .15. 16. 
buc nothing fo Tweet as the Lord Chrift is tothofi; that have 
fpirituall fenfes; Whom therefore the Spoufe here placeth be¬ 
tween her breafts, that thcrebence the Tweet favour may afeend 
into her Noftriils. Again Myrrhe hath a bitter root, Mark,. 
15.23. Chrifl; Teems bitter at firftjbecaufe of affliftic ns: but if 
4 Tim.t.1 2. *>ee Suffer with him , wee pallalfo raign together with him: Thirdly, 
b',2, Myrrhe was very pretious : Hence the Wife-men offered it to 
Chrift at his birth, Chrift is.of that efteem with liis people, 
elefl and pretious 3 1 Pit. 2.6. that as wife merchants ney makea 
through-Jale of all to purchafe him, Mattb. 13. Laflly, Myrrhe 
is ofa preferring nature,arid was therefore made uf<: of at fune- 
ralis,fee Job,19,39. In like fort Chrift,as he doth by his Sjirits 
heatexfiecateor dry up the fuperfluity ofour degenerate nature, 
whereby body andfoulisprefervedtoeternalllife;fo, after our 
bodyes are turned to duft, hee Hills preferves a fubfh nee, which 
hee will raife again at the laft day. Hence the Saints are faid 
tojleepitt Jefwjio be deadinCbrif, who (hall raife our vile b a dies i 
- arid make them lifymto bU owne glorious body in beaucy, bright- 
* nefle, grace, favour, agility, ability,and other Ang< licall excel¬ 
lencies. 

Hee pall lye all night betwixt my breaflf] This is Chrifts proper 
place.* My fon 3 give me thine- heart , Chrift fliould cwcll in the 
heart by. faith, .17. But too too often hee is hut out,and 
adultery found between the hreaffj&s Hof.2,2. there hey carryed 
thefigns of their Idolatry (as Papifts now doe their crucifixes) 
to critifie, that the idoll had their hearts. But what faith Mr. 
'Bradford*M&nyr in a certain letter ? As the wife w ill keepe her 
bed only for her Hrnband, although in oner thing; Thee is con- 
, tent to have fellowfhip wifh others, as to fpeak,fit, eat, drinke, 
goe,&c. So our Conlciences (which are Chrifts wives; iruft 
needs keep the Bed, that is, Gods fweet promifes alonely for 
our felves and our husbaid to meet together, to (mbrace and 
• dr Men. ] aU uh together,and to be joy full together dffinne, the Law, the 
> 3 * Devill, or any thing would creep into the bed, and lye there 
then complain to thy husband Chrift, and forthwii h thou fnalc 
fee him play Phipeabspart } See. And again, in another Letter, 


Canticles, orthe Song of Souqs, 


Chap. I. 




Thinks on thefweet mercies and goodneffe ofGod in Chrift, 

Here, here is the refting place, here is the Spoufes bed r creep in¬ 
to it, and in your armes of faith imbrace him. Bewaile your M.1499; 
weaknelffjyour unworthineffe, your diffidence, and you thall 
fee beewillturneto yon. What faid I you (hall fee.? Nay 
I fhould have faid, you (hall feele hee will turne to you, 

&c. 

Verf. 14. My beloved is unto me ^saclttfier of Campbire] My Be¬ 
loved and unto Me. This particular application is the very quin- 
tefTence and pith of faith. H‘ nth Mtmmm ntxwn It is J 
the property of true faith to individuate Chrift, to appropriate 
him to her felf,as if he were wholly and folely herS.'Shee adjudg¬ 
ed him in fpeciall to her felfwith My Beloved^my Strengtb 3 and my 
Redeemer , my Lord , and my God. This when T bmM did flow thoti 
bdeevefi } faidourSaviour,/o^.2o,2p. Were it not for this word 
of PoflTellion C Mine) the Devill might fay the Creed to as good 
purpofeas any of us. Hee beleevesthereisaGodand aChrifl: 
but that which torments him.is,he can fay(My) to never an arti¬ 
cle of Faith. Wicked men likewife may Credere Veum & Deo, 
fed non in Vettm, they may hear with joy and have a taji, yea and 
apply the promifes, but they doe it prefumptuoufly and facri- 
legioufly: bccaufe they accept not of Chrift upon Chrifts 
tear ms, take not whole Chrift in all his Offices and efficacies, 
would have him as a Saviour,but not as a Soyeraigo, they make 
not a totall refignation of chemfelves to Chrift,as Paul didjGa/# 

2-19,20. . 

As aCluflerof Camphire~\ Or at the Cypreffe-beny , within hrS 
white flower,fweet, pleafant, and very fragrant. They that Plin.lib.u, 
talk here of thelfland Cyprus areas far from the fenfe, asthat 
IQand is from Engedt 3 which was a place in the land of Canaaajti 
the tribe of Judab 3 near unto the Dead Sea. Hither fled David 
one time,when $<*«/purfued him. And here Ithofapbat had that 
notable viftory over his enemies by the power of prayer, 2 Cbro. 

20. This was a fruitfull foil for Gardens and Vineyards, Eze^. 

47.10. Now the Cyprefle tree, as alfo other aromaticall trees* 

grow beftin Vineyards.And the Church forgetting her felfe, as 

it were, and tranfported with love to Chrift, heaps up thus one 

fimilitude upon another. Amor Cbriftiefi ecftatict*s,vequt juris 

ft fwitejfe fm. R. Solomon Jarchi doth out of their Agada note ’ 

that this Cophtr in the text, is a tree that bringeth fruit four or 




A Comme ntar y er Expofition ttpn Chap. I» 

~ five times yearly. . Chrift is chat tree of life, that yeej ds fruit eve- 

■ a * ,a * monct h, being more fruitfull then the Lemmon tree, or the 

s.i cti *«{ Egyptian figtree, that bears feven times a year, as Soiinw report- 
ed»; Our EngUjb Bibles call it Cmpbire, which being fmelled 
*7 iinto 3 cloth naturally keep under or weaken carnal! ltift 3 faith one. 

Nowif thatfbould be here intended,how fitly is it t ere placed a- 
M i moftc the Vines of £»g*di } that is a Medicine for bridling luft 
^ over-foon ftirred up by wine,which one well calls U c Venera, the 

milk of Venus. Et Venus invimfignu nt 

Verf. 15. Behold, thou art fair tny love] Or tny fellow-friend, as 
t/erfo.' And as fhee is his Love, fo hee is her Beloye,l } verf. 16 .and 
as nee commands her, fo (hee him no lefle. This Ihould beeall 
the ftrife betwixt marryed couples who fhould outftrip the 0- 
ther in mutuall melting-hearcednefie and all loving refpeas v- 
X " ther to other,in al paffages,carriages, and behaviours whatsoever 

betwixt them: accuftoming themfelves,as here, to fpeaKkindey 
oJ an d cheerfully one to the other. This is that that .vill infinitely 
4 fweeten and beautifie the married Eftate: it will ms k e wamagea 
which elfe wil prove a manage. And here let husbands 
>3 Jcarn to love their wives a 3 Chrift loved the ChurdbE/'fte/.S^. 
v celebrating her beauty in a fong, repeating her juft praifes, to 

* fhew his heartinefs therein, and inviti ng others w; th an Ecce , to 
X the duecontemp*atiq®therof,Befo/<( than art aljair, tny Loveficbeld 

X artfair: Non eft jiff a aut frigida h^c Isudatiojdnt isnofaigrud 

7 or frigid commendation, butfuch as proceeds from entire afte- 

^ &ion, and breaths abundance of goodwill. Full uellnnghc 

I the Prophet tell the Church: Surely aetbe Bridtgrome repycetbo- 

\ yertbe Bri<te> fo (ballthy Godrepce over theejfai.62. 5. And again, 

"The Lord thy God mllrejojce over tkemtb joy, he mb* love* 

§ and lake nofurtht r, hee mil joy over tbeeMftn gt ng.;Zefb^ .17.1 he 

Church had acknowledged verf%. * hatai « WJ ^^ or /y^ 

KA> " blacMb, andyet^by way ofApology too, (hee had pleaded that 

I eJ. fhcewas comely, and fo, not to be flighted. But Chrift affom* 

I X- her faiuvtt twice fair 0 yta the fainji amrng ryomtn \ftcfnum cuiqiU 

tulcbrnrriyCo doth he even errein bet lovers the Wile man phrafeth 
L L prov e io.; as him felf is faid to be ihefairefi at.tmgfi mmgJdL 

m , xk 2 where the Hebrew word like wile is of dou de-for® f Mott 
m-fhuxot l i r ;.A ir , bo(t art fa ir above the firms of Adam) to note out doubU, 

that is excellent beauty, fuch as draweth love and liking: Now 
|f K ^ is* Maxims in the Civil Law, Vxorfulget raduttnanit. The 


Chap.L Canticle s, ortbeSoxG of Songs. ipy 

wife fhineth with her husbands beanies, fo doth the Church 
with Chrifts graces, wherewith fhee is decked, as Rebecca did 
with I^cjjevvells. R.eadEa:c^. i5 .2,5,4,5 ,&c. and you will 
fee that all the Churches beauty is borrowed. The maids tfiat 
were brought to Ahafimerofb^ beiides theirownenative beauty, 
they were firftpurified and perfumed before he cbofe one,F)ftj.i. 

But here it is otherwife altogether. For when the Church 
was in her 6lood 3 in her blood s in her blaodj (three feverall times it is 
fo faid,that we .might the better obferve it, and bee affefted 
with it) Chrift fan&ified and cleanfed her with the.wafhing of 
water by the word, that be might prefent her to himfelfa glo¬ 
rious Churcfoholy and without blemifhjEjJjel.S.^tf^.But a Rcv.ifi'. 
bloody fpoufefhe was to him,who loved her, and walked her 

withhisblopd,. 

hajllffieseyes’] Sweet,amiable,fingle.andchaft. fn the 
eyes beauty fits and finnes more then in any pai’E^thebody be- 
fidcs. y>ww™ f, South{ p- f . apudUomerum The < Turl${ tell tfyeir ^ Hnts voy3?ei 
delperateDmfwofbeauHfull women with foil eyes in their 
fooles-paradifeand thereof hearten them on to bold at- \ 

tempts,. The Hebrews (ay that inaduli?,loculU 3 fowl#, the heart 
of a man foewsit Celt. The Church is here (aid not to Ijgve Ea^ 
glesyVulturcs.Foxes, Apes eyes,buc Doves eyes.Now, 

Fclle coluniba cm%rcftro non ' 

Pejidet innocuos, purjujuegrana legit. . 

-The Dove hath her name in the Hebrew, from a-root that fig- \ 
nificth to offretfe and make a prey ofany,as poor people, ftran- 

gers,iatherlefft,&c,yer.^b t l6.becaufe(belikej thi^irreatur^s • 

jiibjeftto the prey and fpoil of hawkes, when purfu&l they ' 

lave themfelvcsby flight 6 mtfight. (The Prophet Jonah ' was . (*: ‘ 

fo called,as fom, e tbinke,,^«od columbx infiat aufugcritybecmfe hie . 1 . ' ^ t V.. 
fledas a Dov^, when.Gpd fent him to-MBewb/bufclfiot with V ’-7 •. t 
the mrp,of<t.Tfiw) .Sometimes fitting iiv their Dove-cotes, they ^ : 

fee their nells deftroyed,their young ones taken away -and kil* 
led before their eyes,never offering to rcfaie;orrevenge:whieli w&nrimtgji 
all other fowlesdoe feeme i» fomefort to die* Tlvis r is v<4fy 7e - 7n ^T?- v , 
.pliable to the perfccuded Churchias may baifeen ifi fhbLamen* r, V. v.tj. 

.tatipis, and Martyrologits., In Gieckithe.D’ove liathhernatne 
from her exceeding love to her Mate and young OneSi K f^>ct? 

'ttOAiitosf, faith driflotlcy they fyjfc me another Church like- 
wife kiffeth Chrift, and is interchangeably kifled of Chrift,__ 





T 96 AC ommentAq or y Exfofttiontt ^)9 <^hap.I> 

, - , T 757 T Cant. 1 .1. being drawn together byamUtua! 1 dearc 

affbaiwicas the Apoftles word imports, Heb.t 1.15O As if « 
i? 5 S? any time the Dove and her Mate fall out and fight, fturtly af- 

tcr> a#* twdofugnartmt , junguntfua roflra columU, 

@uarm blanditias, verbaque murmur habet. 

Differences may arife between Chrift and his Spoufe (ft* may 
thanke her felf,for he grieves her not willingly,^. • • 35 • Me 
Met quoties cogitur ejfe ferox ) and fame houftold-* ords Awe 
may have from him: but foone after, hee takgshcr inf the 
witter neife, and [peaces to her heart, Hof. 2. 14. yea hee .akes her 
hitolkis Wine-cellar, Cm. a. 4. then when one would thmke 
heefhouldcarry her into a dungeon rather. Hee Rifles her 
fas Doves doe one another) with the i/fcs of his mo.lth , then 
when One would think he fhould, upon fuch high provocau- 
ons kick her, nay kill her, then he (hews her matchhfe mercy, 

* fuch as no man would (hew his wife. jer. 3.1.22. hor hee is 
Godhdmxm^ yea fuch a. fin-far dotting God as never was heard 
of Mic ?. 18. If there bee but a Doves eye m the heads of any 
of his % a columbine fimplicity, if Ample co doe eviJl,bunglers 
at it and have nothing to fay in defence of it, when it is 
done Horn. 16.19. the amends is made: and low-’, withher 
lonemantle,covers a multitude of fins.Prw. 10.1*. 

Verf 1 6 . Behold thou art fair my beloved, yea pkafa it 1 Behold 
later Romaics t Zart\fair mylove^c. faid hee to her. Twere fitter a fair dealc 

diubwJ* for mee to fay do to thee, faith (hee here to him: :ith all my 

Cajveg'W Ivautv is but borrowed of thee, itisbuta fparke octhy flame, 
fJSuSni*- a drop of thine Ocean: if I (hine at all, it is Wit 1 thy beams 
tLbeLfethcu on i v f if 1 beany whit comely,it 11 with the comt lmeflc that 
Lilaphe.Iop- haft put upon mee. Chrift as a man (how much mor 
pjfairhuvtn jforever ?) was fairer by far thenall the children of 
townkjtt tu f fji.45.*. becaufc free from fame, and fall of grace and 

name from thH l mEzekicl 28 . 7 . there is mentioned beat ty of wt [dome. 

Sttif Andche^Hc^hcn PhiloTophcr could fay thit if m jral wifdom 
An.iyt- e*d ftow much more fpirituall?) could bee feen with, lwrtalleycs, 
the kwifitt j woU foftr a w all mens heart unto it fclf. But b :fides his m- 
3 ' 2 ‘ ward bedUty.Which was uncoHaiveabie(inafmuch as in him,as 
' fn aTemplethe fulnefe of the Godhead dwelt bodUj,t\ .at is perjona- 

„ ly)fn thebody of Chrift,therc was a molt fair form and aDi- 


Chap.I. Cak t t c l e s, Of the Son o of Songs. lpj 

vine face. He had a good complexion, and fuch a comely 
Countenance, as did cxprefle a Divinity in him. If St. St event 

face when hee flood before the Councell, (hone like an Angel* 

face,^.d.i5.and if his eyecould pierce the heavens, AQ.j. 55. 
how much more (may we think) Chrifts did? True it is that by 
reafon of his fufferings in the flefti, his vifage was marred more 
then any mans, and his form more then the fons of men, Efai. 

52.14. And, hee had no form nor comelineflc,™*;. in the eyes 
of his perverfe countrymen; who when they faw him they 
could difeern no fuch beauty wherefore they (houldfo defire 
him: Hee foot defpifed and rejected of men: for why? Hee was a 
man offorrowSyand acquainted with grief, which had fo drunk up his 
fpirits, and farrowed his fair face, that at little paft thirty 10(3.3,57. 
years of age, hee was reckoned to bee towards fifty, hcc feemed 
to the Jews to be much elder then he was indeed, as fome are of 
opinion. 

Tea pleafant] Sweet as a flower, fweet as an hony-combe, Mel Sept, 

in ore, melos in aure,jubilum in corde, fweet to the foul and health the Spring or 
to the bones, Prov. 16.24 Hee that hath once but lightly tafted fi mr ofbuuiy,. 
how fweet the Lord Chrift is, doth foorirelifb, yea loath, in 
comparifon, all this worlds homely fare, taftleflc fooleries. ^ 

Clitoris quicunque fttim defonte levarit, vs* * * 

Vinafugit,gaudetquc merit abflemm undit. 

Tea our bed is green ] Our Bridall-bed : which was wont to be 
decked with Garlands and green bowes. Or, our Bedfted (To it 
may be rendered) i#greea,made of green and growing timber, 
as Chrifts houfe is built of living and thriving ftones, 1 Pet. 2. 

5. Theije is a perpetuall greennefle (the fruit of the vegeta¬ 
tive Spirit of God within them) upon all Chrifts Olive trees, 

P/tfl.52.8. And thefe green things muftnotbehurt, Rev- 9 - 4 - 
Or if they bee by a wound at the root, fo as that they fuffer a 
fit ofbarrennefle, or feem to bee fapleflc,yet they (hall revirefee• 
re, recover their former greennefle, as the Philippian* did, and 
had a newfpring after a ftiarp winter:they had deflourifaedfor 
a time,but now reflourifbed,Vbilip.4.i&i inhrtKmi- 

Verf. 17. “the beams of our houfe are Cedar ] Not Mybut Our 
houfe,as before Our bed, and after Our galleries. £A 11 is common 
betwixt the Bridegroom and the Bride,bed, board, houfe,all.It k 

fiiould be fo betwixt married couples,who fhould not have fe- ;.S 

A a a 2 verall jjffl 
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verall purfes, ipterefts,8cc. butbothbring in what they have or 
get, to the common hive. The Church is Ghriitshoule, and 
Hcb 1.6. every faithful! foule is Gods building ; hee plants th; Heavens, 

IpMi-ld* andlayes the foundation of the Earth , that hoc may.} ay to ZiovfTkou art 

my people.. The grea t Arcfiiteft of the world doth as wonder- 
hill, a work in converting a fo ill to hhnfelfjas he did in fetting 
up this goodly Edifice of thellniverfe. Thi3 {lately ftru&ure 
of the neiv creature hee makes of the beft in2teridls,Ccdai\Cy • 
prell e t] Boratine^ &c. A mud wall may be made tip oi dirt, ftraw, 
hones of the ftreet,&c. Not fo a {lately Palace, a marble monu¬ 
ment. Solomons Temple was built of Cedar wood: bo was the 
Temple of T>iana of the Epbeftans, as Vitruvius telYiheth thede- 
vi 11 will needs be Gods ape. He knew that Cedar is a tree 
ftrong and durable 5 and lor the drynefle ot it, t ie timber 
, _ chavfneth not,rotteth not .• yea it hath a property to prefer v$ 

&Totimrn,(3 ot ^ cr things from put relation. A late writer oblei veth of ic, 
Ceritectra* that viventes res putrefacit & penlit 3 putrid.u autem repit sit & m- 
ScribonJn ?by- f er vat. The Church is alfo liable,and cannot be ruiaated: itis 
ftcj z, founded upon a Rock,the Eleft cannot be finally deceived; the 

faithfull Miuificrs, by orcaching Law and Gofpell, kill the 
quick Pharifee and quicken the dead Publican, Korn. 7.9. .2 Cor . 
a. 1 6. they declare unto man his righteoufnefle, lob 31 * 2 3 • and 
(hew him how he may be found in Cbrip » (viz. when iought for 
by the jullice of God ) not having bis omngbteoufnejfe. thofe fil- 
PW/i^. 3 . 9 * garments,Zal. 3.4-but the Brides fine white lumen and pining: 

Rtv ‘ 1 9 ,I "b ^nd after a few turnts taken here with Chrift in the terrace os 
galleries theChurch Militant made ot Fir re, bee {hall have 
places given him in heaven, to walk among ikojc that fiahd by 
^e/j.37.that is,among theSfiuphim as the Chaldee Paraph rad 

expounds it. 


C H A P. II. 


Z am the Rofe of Sharon. 


T He Greek renders it, the fioweref the field, that grows with¬ 
out mans labour, having Heaven foritsfatherv Earth for- 

its mother . So hacLOhrift, madeef a woman , mknifefttd Jntfc fiefo 
without Father as man, without Mother as God ^Heboj.^m 
Heb.9'i I. the Tabernacle of Ghrifts humane Nature (io called 
becaufe therein the fulnefie ot the Godhead dweltbodily. Cot., 
z.o ') was itiot made with hands, thatis,not by manshslp ; it was, 
mt eft his buildingbythe power of Nature.: -Bub as. matter m w& 
beginning of time was taken from man to make a woman*, JO- 
matter in the fiilnefle of time was taken from Woman to nl 4 ke 
the Man C hrift [efts; And as Eve wasa true woman without; 
woman,fo Ghrift was a true Man without mam Hee is called. 

Milts honunisfbuz tis only of t he feminine gspder.* i He'is theftm?- 
of the field, as here, the tfnwr cut out wthouthands(Dan. 2-45 * ; 1 
P henix that hath no parents,the Pearl that is notmadethrough, 

any earthly copulation, but is begotten of the dew of heaven t . 

For as Pearls are bred in lhelfi(hes,of a celeftiall humour,fo was- 
Chrift^by heavenly’ influence,, in the Virgins womb, v iBut 
us weigh: the; ; Woi-^-as.they ore commonly rendered ; .SfoWi 
Was a moft fruitfull place fitoateunder.the hill Ltbanonh, i Cbr. . 

17.29. coupled with Carmel for excellencyjjflf 3$-2. not more 
a field then a/sW for flocks, Ifai.65.10. To a Rofe (thatQueene 
of flowers ) here growing doth the Lord Chnft fitly compare 
hirafeif.This flower delights in fcadowy placcsjfSt thence b»r| HO*fietnh. 
roweth its name in the Origin? 11 ) it ^orient of blew, cold. 
ofcomplexion,but pafling redolent and of comfortable condi- V 
tion, Such a Flower is Jefus,f faith an Expofitour heieVioft Ckplim. 
delighted in temperat* places, for hiew white and ruddy,, the 
cbicfeft of ten thou{and,acooler to the confidence* blit paiung . 
faYoury and comfortable to thediftrefled Patient ,; ■■■> _ _ 

, And. the Lilly of the Va dyes’] Or, low places, which are moll fat: 




^ - - jtVmmentab/ or. Bxfofitio * Chaft. I f 

-— -and fertile. Chrift is both Rofe and Lilly , which two put to- 

ccther make a gallant (hew, and beautifie the bofomes of thofe 
that bear ihemj but nothing like as Chrift doth the fe that have 
him dwelling in their hearts by faith. Thefe flowi rs doe foon 
fade and lofe both beauty and fwcetnefle: but :.o doth not- 
Chrift or his comforts. Tam recctis >nibi nunc Chriftuseft, aefi hac 
i'orafudiffet (anguinem, faith Luther, Chrift is as frdh to me now, 
as it hee had fhed his bloud this'very houre. He purpofely com- 
r»areth himtelfto a Vine, to a doore, to bread,and many other 
excellent and ncceflary creatures, ever j where obvious, that 
therein:in fo many .optiekglaflea) wemayicehim, and bee 
mriffomied into him.For this it is alfo^hat.he he. e commends 
himfetf, not out ofarro^ancy or vain affcaaon of' popular ap- 
plaufe but for our fakes doubtlelTe,that we may take notice of 
his excellencies, and love him in fincerity. r The Spoufe 
alfo praifeth her fclfe. fometimes, not out ofpndeot her 
partsy bue totflicw her thankfulnefle to Chrift,fro n whom Oiee 

ha Verf.a. As the Lilly among the thorns’] The Lilly i> whitypurc, 
Skejbannuh . and pleafant,having iix leaves, (and thence its lame In He¬ 

brew) and feven golden-coloured gmints within k.The forty 
fifth pfaltne ( d£ like argument Withithis Song) is dedicated to 
Inwtbit exccMh uponShofiatmim, or upon this fix- [caved flower 
SMndltr. the ftlly- Moreover the chiefCity of Perfta was called Shufan, 
catodorM- from the multitude ofliUies growing there. Here Alexander 
vI.Ef.M. found fifty thoufand talents ofgoM *' * he ^ ° n ? 

faid to have been joyned together with gold Tile Church is 
far richer 5 and fuller ofbeauty andbravery: bitbefetwith 
thorns, fuch as Abimelech was, a right bramble md *d,that grew 
in the bafe hedge-row of a concubine, and ferat cht and drew 
bloud to purpofc:wicked men arc called BHers, i\l/c.7.4.thorns 
twifted and folded, Hah. i . 10. that hurt the eai th, and thefe 
that handle them. Indeed theyiCannot be taken wh h hands , but 
the man thatfbdU touch lhcmwuji fa fenced with:iron , < wd thcjhfc of a 
(pear. But God (hall tbruft them all dwayjc: intohe. l^andi heyjball 
" be utterly bunt with ftrein the [meplace, a Sam. 2 3.6,7. In the mean 
We, jhowillfei the foyersandthornesagainftme mbattJc, faith 
the LoH-^hriily(being jealous for his~Spoiife w ith a great jea¬ 
losy Zach. 1.14.) who daredoe it ? I would macb againft mem, 
Lwolhlburntixm together, Ifai. 27.4. Sin or Sinai , a thorny place 
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inthedefert, where it rained down Quails and Manna from 
heaven,was a type ofthe Church,flouvilhing in themidftof her 
enemies,/;^ a liily among thornes. - 

Sair my love among the daughters] i. e._ falfe ftflerr,' qui dicuntur Aug Epift.^%, 
(pint propter tnalignitaUm motum ; d/cuntUrjiJ fa,propter communionom 
*’facrameutorum 3 fahh Augufline: thefe are called thornes for the 
malignity of their manners, and daughters for their profefi. 
fion and outward priviledges. Thefeprick, fthig, and nettle 
the Church: they cannot but doe their nature till God take 
an order With them, tillhee bind them in bundles ahdcafttJbewi in- Matth.i 


% 


tothe furnace. But as the'lilly is frefh and beau ti full, and looks 
pleafantlyj (even that wild liily that we cal Tf r vod r bind') chough 
among thornes; fofhouldweamidfttroubles. God hedg- 
eth us about with thefe briars,that he may keep US Within com¬ 
pare : hfeeprickes us with thefe thcnneS, thafhe nfiy, let out ^ 
oar ill humours. 0 felices tribuhs tribulationm\ Oh happy 
thornes of tribulation, that open a vein for fin to gulh out at! 

Bee not weary,my fon,of Gods Corre&ion, fahh- 5 e/o«M 2 , P rov. 

3. n. Ne ejus cafligatienes utfpintf qUafiajn exifiimes tibitntlcftjs, fo 
Kabvenaki renders and expounds that text. Feel not Gods cor* 
i-eftions troublcfome to thee, aS thornes in line eyes, or 
prickcles in thy fides. Efpecially fince as Gideon, by threlhmg W B - I&1 
thofe Chun hes ofSuccoth with thornes and briars of the wil- 
demefle,t4«£bt than better behaviour, fo deals Godby his peo¬ 
ple • His Houfe of correaion is his School of inftmaidny 
Pjafme 94.1a. (See my Love-tcbpis,?ag. 144,1 45 d &c 0 ^God ftcs 
thefe thornes as he did thefe four homes, Zach a . to afflift his Zach. i.ip,2Q 
people which way foever they fled. Howbeitwhen they had lI - 
pulhed them to the Lord, there were four Capenters ftt awork 
to cut themlhort enough,for ever doing any turdicrhurr. 

Vecf.^.As the Apfk-tree among the rree^c.jAmong wild trees, r / 

moffe-begrown trees, trees that bring riotforth meat for men, 
but mail for Hoggs. Such is every naturall man, ftwn.i 1.24. 

Ephraim is an empty vine, bee bearethfwtto himfelf , Hof. 10.1. 
paltry hedge-fruit. Oakes bring forth apples fuch as they 
are, and acorn cs. But what faith our Saviour, jfob.iys.Eyery 
branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away,«mdwith- ^ 

outrnee ye can doe nothing.t'eny That's a true (aying(though 
Spier a the Poftillcr ctnfure it for a cruel ftntenc e)OmnifVitain- Aug.lse %en 
jieliumpeccathm e/ 1 , & nihil bonumfme [timrnvbonoj The vtho\ttunoce a .e<p.$6. 
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. J 0 K xfefitron »/**-> Chagall , 

■life of an unbeleeyer is fri: neither is ther<? jtny thing good 
wiSr Chriftth^chUMgpod. Here he is fitly compared 
bv the Church to an apple tree, wliich y^Ws both (hade and 
s food to. the yrewj and%ngry t ^ayellee^far^^a- hmi.yfith 
‘ StfoWer'heirtcan wifivor need requi^ .Chnft is cornu 
aivUniverfail'Gjad, AU-fufScientand facisja&orjr, proporti-., 
onable.and every way fitting to our neceflities: It is not with 
Chrift as with Jfjd^hat hadbut one bleffing: for in him are 
bid'aii the treahices oLwifiiomejand,w.hatfowr typrth, Col. .. 
r ' So that as a friend of Cyrmfy Xc^hmbtm S where 

treafure was? nnfwered e»« where C)w is my 

friend ; fo may a ChriftLm better ante to the like queftion, 

■ a &, Jet®- <?h&> where the Lord Chrift is my fi lend . For 
as fine iD<o jmnif.coj>,i'a.eftege ,'Without aUpfcnty-j s 

hath ^filled ^ Prtt * the neuter gender, not onely all 

?hd llartsiof his people a but. All things s he hath filled up 
that eniptinejpe that was before in the creature,r.nd made it fa- 

tiffaftory. a^r^thMdtdeUtbtl Heb. J delighted, 

outind terrours w i tfiin, .ran to Chc^for [hell QV r^J°* ic 

jfifthy was demanded-what upheld him all that time? £ gj' 11 

times When the child is fick.out cotne the coni 'rves and fwca 
Vices V^ver fits hcc Lb nutch on his mothers kp.anci.inha 
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not live in paradife,if hee might without the Word, at cum ver- 
lo etiamin inferno facile eftvivere 3 faith he, but with the Word he Tem.q operi _ 
could live even in hell it felf. True it is, that thofe that have Lat * 
not the Spoufes palate,finde no fuch (weetnefle in Chrift or his 
promifes* Moft men are fo full gorged with the Devills dain- 
tieSjfo forfeited with Sins fweet-meats,that they findeno more 
relifh in the good Word of God,then in the white of an Egge, 
or in a dry chip. Thefe feed upon that now, that they muft Multi in territ 
(without repentance^ digeft in hell, there will be bitternefle mmdHcant </««<* 
in theend. Whereas they that,by fucking thofe full-ftrutting apud inferos di~ 
breafts of confolation,the promifes, have tajicd andfeen bow good 
the Lord Chrift is,as their foules are fatisfied with fat things 
full of marrow, with the very befi of the befl , Jpr.25 .6. fo he fhall 
makethem to drink x abundantly of the river of bis pleafures, Pfalm.^6.9^ 
hee fhall take them into his Wine-cellar, and fill them with 
gladnefle. 

Veil. 4. Hee brought mee to the banquctxing houfe'] Heb. to the 
houfe of Wine 3 where he giveth me that which is better then Ap¬ 
ple-drink, as vtrf. 3. As the fufferings of Chrift abound in us, 
io ourconfolation alfo aboundeth by Chrift, 2CW.1.5. The 
lower that ebbe, the higher this tide: as is to bee feene in the 
Martyrs, who went as merrily to dye as ever they did to dine} 
fang in the flames.and felt no more pain then ifthey hadlayne 
upon beds of Roles. This,their perfecutours counted ftupidi- 
ry and vain-glory ; but they knew not the power of the Spi- 
1 it,and the force of Faith : as Mr. Phil/pot told fcoffing Morgan^ 
who coming to confer with him, asked him , c ‘How know 
eC y° u that y° 11 have the Spirit of God? Mr.ffc/ 7 [ 0 Unfwcred,By 
cC the Faith of Chrift which is in me. Ah by faith ^auoth dkter- 
iC gan) doeyefo? 1 ween it be the fpiritofthe buttery which 
your fellows have had that have been burned before you, 
ce who were drunk the night before they went to their death, 
c and I ween went dsunk unto it. Whereunto Pbilpot replyed 4 &' an dMorf, 

It appears by your communication that you are better a 
<c quainted with the fpirit of the buttery, then of God. Me 

; c thinit you are liker a fcoffer in a play,then a reafonable Do- 
Stour to mftrua one. Thou haft the fpirit of illufion and 
hiftry, which is not able to countervail the Spirit of 
ttfLoV T • ai 't hut an affe in the things of God,8cc. God 

- iurely rain fire and brimftone upon fuch fcomers of bis 

B b b - 
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- * SCS*A»*^;^SSS 

-“' s^iaattfetssas 

fore Ins fcnfe °“! neither know the} theprivy 

not with ' h ”™ f V,ho‘o-Faith) that he hath asan,« trifle* 

armourofprooffthejoyotra .j wwt „ jm „ m . 

I imZas. about his heart, maki l g .. P com forting ve -tue,which. 
*" 5 9 Kero«r. Jm e g r a C e ^.ld comto rf ; and ftrcng 

the world knows not of: likeastmegoi And a$ a man thac 

thens the heart.-that A c yniy g hath his Jones filled 

by good and a froth (pring 

With marrow ana nis vein t> , .-,rh o s the \ another* 

offpirks, can endure to leffe cloth-t th a 

bccaufe he is well hned within: S«‘™ > ' 

oft feafting with Chrift m 1 “("a'Where the 

^^^-tVatmoftareofo^^hath^ 

ssa®“^ 

foits utterly fail, Hab.$. 17. a Q tsm dard <reaed, as a 

aiikS2S5SSg£ 
B-ascsi 

ibtrt.js.a., but as X<r«< was wont to doe, h. pKchctb ^ 
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tent and fets up his Standard in themidft of his people,as once 
in the wildernefle) who can be againfl ws> Rom. 831. And though 
many be,yet No weapon that is formed againfx the Church (hall proffer, 

(how fhould it,fith fhee hath fuch a Champion as Chrift,who 
is in love with her,and will take herpart,fight her quarrel!?) 
and every tongue thatfhall rife againjt thee in judgment thou /halt con- 
dcmnejEfay 54.17. As theEclipfed Moon, by keeping her mo¬ 
tion, wades out of the lhadow,and recovers her fplendour : So 
it Shall be with the Spoufe. Yea fhee (hall bee able to aniwer 
thofe that reproach and caft dirt upon her for her keeping dole 
to Chrifts colours, and fuffering hardship for him.as the Em- 
perour Adrian did the Poet F/orw, wholaton an Ale-bench 
and fang 

Nolo ego C<e[ar effe 
Ambulare per Britannos 
Rigid# pati pruinafy&c. 

The witty Emperour replyed upon him, a (loon as hee heard MetancbthonJr 
of it.' - arQn.Cirm* 

Nolo ego Floruf effe 
Ambulare per tabern 
Latitareperpopimis, 

Tulices pati rotundas. 

Verf. 5. Stay me with flaggons~\ Not with cups or bowls only, 
but with flaggons , larger meafures of that Wine that was fet be¬ 
fore her in Chriffs Wmc-houfe,C<mf>rt m with tf/p/a,fuch as fall 
fromChi iifs apj letre?, fpoken of in the former veric,the pre¬ 
cious mellifluous promifes, which are fweet like the apples of 
the garden o t Eden, as the C haldee here hath it. Boulfler we up 
with thefe; fonl am even finking and fivooning vfrh an excefc ' ' <0 ■. ;q 

of love,with aiv exuberancy of fpirituall joy in God my Sa- 
vi >ur,fuch as I can hardly ftand under. Stay me therefore (faith 
ihee to the Minifters,tholeri//(jrr tofupport the weak, Gal.2 t o, 
and to comfort the feebleminded, 1 Thef^.y^Stay me or juflainme 
With flaggons^cmfort me with apples(So/imh :elh of fome near theri- p , } :g ran - 
ver Grf«ger,that live odorepomorum (jiveflriumfby the fmel of For- 5 V. **' ** 
reft apples, wch j s fome what flrange)For lamfuk^ of lovely furpri- Sm?!s*re tpptyt 
Zed with a love-qualr«,as an honeft Virgin may be,meetingher td *othencfiril», 
love unawares, enjoying him in thefulnei Teofjoy^nd fe fl rj n p 




le’Tib.Sent,-lib. 
2 .diftinc.% 4 . 
VideAuguft. 
epift.ul .ad 
Jicnorat. 


&fr. faVit. 
Her*. 


Mf.Hl 

pnffijf*'* 2 ' 




jrfrlkixpriini 
non poteft txpc- 
rimento.opiH 
tft.ChrtfC 


A Commentar y er Exftfitionafor 1 Chap.II . 

i. the Ioffe of hiscompany fora long feafon. This ii>' ■»« 

Ml which Lombard thus dcfcribeth, ne ofendamutfu .m M-i 

Z&lab'oWrmm, ThcftarofLovch,kftwe(houdofcd 

himwh 0 moacWlov«h,andfoca H fth.mtowu^Uvvto 

timr tranfit in clwiMmi,faith . Tlus f “ r . “ 

love,and overwhelmes the fpiru fometimes. Thu» “ “ ““ 
made J«i,when he faw nothing but vllions of loveandme 
cy, cry outflow dreadfull it tbit place'. This made thanuame 
of paffions in thofe good women,that coming “,L?caufe 
departed from thegrave tvitbfinr «lgre» joy. _ 
it was that Bcmrd, for a certain time after his conv'-rlion. r. 

Diained as it were deprived of his fcnfes by the exceffi - ‘ 

tions hee had from God. CW/-» write; to hisfrien, »*»«, 

that before his convenience thought it .mpoffMethndlucn 

raotures and ravifoments, as now he did in a Chnttun coin e 
Hee becins his Epiftle thus, Recife qoodjentitur antequ tm difcitur, 

■ It X^ieh the like ofhimfelfe: Wh.tunconceivea- 
ble and unutterable ccflafics of )oy then may weewdl dtmke 
there is in heaven,where the Lord Chrift pei petually - # 

out interniiflion; manifefleth thtaioJ 6 
fignes of his prefence and feales of his love > Hepo »«»toith 
all plenteous demonftrations of his goodneffe to bn Sa.rns 
and gives them eyes to fee it,minds to conceive it: an 1 then nils 

them with exceeding fnlncfie of love to hnnaganijio that tly 

fwim in pleaftite^nd are even overwhelmed with jo ; .ajoy t 
bii? to enter into them,they muftewter into it , Matth. 4*1. 
Spray"with that greatVftl^hathadbjcnin i««n and 
feen Sat which eye never law, that the eyes ofyoujr under?mling 
heSlinuZld, you may know the love of Chrift which P»f- 
feth knowledge,and whatis the riches of the glory of his inh 
fence^theSaints,Epfeef...i8.& ,.19* A glory “crta bce 
, beleevedthen polfiblttobe difeourfed. Anyxceedin excel? 
eXernall■weightaf Glory, 2 Cer.4.17. Such a weight a., if ™ 

dv wercnot upheld by the poweref God, it wert impoBCle 

but itftouldfaint unda.it.How ready arc 0“rfcuUS to ^ p ^ ? 
here when any extiaptjJinaty unexpeffed comfort j 

' The Church is fick ofhve.JnlobS' hrart fainted 1 when 
fifth life and honour in TgyfU.The Queen of SW a was al 
hiea'at Solomons wifdome and magnificence, fo that &*“* 
Ipicicinoi'c in het.T,jurat L‘jk) in JAtir; the Eights J. 
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forioy of anunexpeaed pardon. What then may ne thinke 
ofrhofe in heaven ? and (houldnot we haften in ouraffeaions 
to that happy place? Oh doebnt think (faith one) though it 
far pafle the reach of any mortall thought) what an infinite 
inexplicable happinclTc itwill be, to looke for ever upon the 
glorious body of Chriii,(hining with incomprchcnfible beau- 

™, far above the brighteft Cherub; and to coniider that eve,, 

every vein of that bleiled body bled to bring thee to heaven/ 

Think of it, I lay, and then exhale thy felfe m continuall fal- 
Ives as it were,of moft earneftdefires to bediflblved,andtobe 
with Chrift,which is far far the better,Pbil.i.2 3-As in the mean 
while,let thy foul fweetly converfc with him m all his holy 
Ordinances, but elpecially at his Holy Table, where hee iaitlv 
unto thee,as once to Thomas, Reach hither thy hand and thru? it in¬ 
to m fide , and be not faithlejfe,but belceving. Let thy foul alfo there 
reciprocate and fay,My Lord andmy God ! Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? and in carth,noHe in companion of thee. Kabbom , P/4/7 3.2 

^Verf. s/hIs left hand ii under tny head, and his right hand doth em¬ 
brace wee]' As if foee fliouldhave faid, I called unto you my 
friends to relieve and raife me falling into a fpiritiiall f^oon, 
but behold the confolation that is inCbrift, the comfort of love,the fel- PMz.r.*, 
Imfbip of the Spirit , the bowels and mercies of my dear husband: he 
hath fulfilled my joy , hee hath prevented your help or at leaft hee 
hath wrought together with the means, and made it fucce Ic- 
fulL You have ftayd me with flagons, but he hath refttredmy P/1/.23.V 
foul • You have bolftered mee up with apples, but when that 
would not doe,he hath put his left hand under my head, as a pillow 
to reft upon,and with his right hand he hath embraced me j asia 
loving husband chcrifoeth his fick wife ; and doth herall the 
help he can,Epfce(.<j.29. The whole vertue and power of the 
Miniflery cometh fromChrift.They do their worthy indeavour 
to ftay and under prop our faith,: but that notwithnanding 
we (hall foon fall to the ground, if Chrift put not to both his 
hands to keep us up. We (land inneedof whole Chrift : and 
having him to fupport us, we cannot fell finally^becaufe fel we 
never fo loWjWe (bail axife,for the Lord Puts under his handjPj.37.j24-. 
his goodnefle is lower then we can fall': hee circleth his Saints 
with amiable embraGements, and none can pull them out 
of his hands.- Jacob under-bare Rachel! till foee dyed upon him, 

J - V. U h 2_ dud 
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dyed on his hand , Gen* 48.7. The good Shunamite he d her fon till 
fi.vn.i4X hedyedon her lap. But the Love-fick Church,whether fbe lives 
cr dyes 3 (bee is the Lords: and whofo liveth and bel :evcth on him 
cannot dyceteroally. But as when Chrift himfelfdyed,though 
foul and body were fundred for a feaforr, yet neither of them 
were fundred from the Godhead whereunto they were perfon- 
ally united, So is it here: death may fcparate foul and bo¬ 
dy, but cannot fcparate either of them from Chrift. And as 
Kom.6.9.' Chrift being railed from the dead dyes no mcre/fo neither doth 
Cel. 3.1. any onethat is rifen with him. Chrift may as eafily dye at the 
right hand of his heavenly Father,as in the heart or a true be- 
leever. 

Verf. 7. 1 charge you. Oh ye daughters of JerufaiemJ A vehe¬ 
ment obteftation, (or rather an adjuration ,!charge you 3 and that 
by an Oath ,) taken from the manner of country (peech. For 
in this whole chapter the allegory is fo fet, as if the feaft or 
meeting were made and reprefented in a country houfe or vil¬ 
lage. Thefe daughters of Jerusalem therefore, i:he particular 
Congregations,and all faithfull men and woaier., (as Luke 23. 
a$.) are ftraitly charged and as it were in confidence bound 
by theChurch the mother of us all, Gal.^.26 not to dileafe or 
offend (much or little) her Well-beloved Spoufe. thatreji- 
etb in her love 3 Zefh. 3.17. and taketh f leafuxe inrhe prefperity of hit 
fervants, Fjal.%%. 27. until! hee fhafe, that is, not at all: forheis 
not a God that taketh pleafure in wickednelfe,Pj,//.5.4. his ho¬ 
ly Spirit isgrieved by it, Ephef.^o. Oi guntillhe :pleaje 3 that is, 
till he waken of his owne accord: bee not over-hafty with 
him for help, but hold out faith and patience, let him take his 
#40.18. owi. rime,for he if a God of judgement 3 e.ndwaiteth tale grams. If 
through impatience and unbdeef you fet him a c ay,or fend for 
him by a poft, hee will firft chide you before he chide the waves 
that afftift you, asheeddtby his Dilciples that wakened him 
ere he was willing,M*r.4.37.4°.Thofe that are fodainly rou- 
fed out of a deep and fweet flee p,are apt to be angry with thofe 
that have done it. Great heed nmft bee taken jy our felvcs, 
and Gods charge laid upon others, that nothing be fpoken or 
done amifle againft the God of heaven, Dan. 3.39. Their for- 
rows fhall bee multiplyed that haften after another God, Ffal. 
1 6 a. The Lord fhall trouble thee,thou trouble r of Ifrael 3 Ioh. 
£ Cor. 1022 7.25. DoeyceprovoketheLordto wrath/ ar: yee ftronger 
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thenhee* will yee needs try a fall with him > pjal.it.26 Math. 
ever any yet waxed fierce agiinft God atidfrofteredfJob 9.4. Sorely 
as VMes his companions told him when he would needs pro¬ 
voke Polydamas 3 (o may we fay much more to thofe that incenfe 

tire Lord to difpleafure, „ „ 

WtM* tjW a X w afJ > a i , TT , 

It is a fearful] thing to fal] into the hands of the living God. Had men Meb.io. 
the feet of Roes and Hindes of the field, they could not out¬ 
run his wrath,witneffe Jonah. Or if they could, yet the Roes 
and Hindes, thofe loving creatures, (Prov. 5.1*.) would be 
fwift witnefles againft them for their bafenefie anddiiloyalty, 
fith they doc fuch things as thofe poor creatures would not, 
feePewr.30.19. Ifai. i.2.Be thou inftrufted therefore,Oh Jeruja - 
ta,left Chrifts [ouU U disjointed front tbeejeft (aswdl as he loves 
tha now> make thee dele late,. Und not inhabited, Jer.6.8.Ltt him lUrtKrt. 1 
be that Love ofthinefaslhe here emphatically cals him)that taketh 
up thy whole heart, foul and ftrength with a love notonLy of 
Pc/ireM of complacency : whh a God-like love.True it is,that we 
cannot, neither are we bound to love God, in quantum eft diligi - 
lilif fo much as hee is love-able (for fo Godonely can h>ve 
himielfe ) but we nmft love nihil [upra 3 <eque 3 or contra y nothing 
more,or fo wel,or againft God.Othcr perfons we may love with 
his allowance, but it muft be in him and forhim, as our friends 
in the Lord, our foes for the Lord : Other things we may alfo 
love, but nootherwife then as they convey love to us from 
Chrift,and may bee meanes of drawing up our affections unto 

Chrift. This true love will keep us from doing any thingwil- 

fiilly that may difeafe or difpleafe him : it will alfo conftramc 
the daughters of Jerufalcm to abide with the Roes and with the 
Hindes of the ftcld 3 (fo fome read this text) as Rachel did by her 
Fathers heards,to glorifie Chrift in fome honeft and lawfull 
vocation,and not to vex him by idleneffe and unprofitableness: /.^ 

fith as punifhment liath an impulfivefio love hath a compulfive fa¬ 
culty, iCor.5.14. . r (Ci< 

Verf. 8. The voyce of my Beloved', behold ! J An abrupt par 
faee,proceeding from a pang oflove,whercoffhe was even fick; 
and now lay languifhing as it were, at Hopes Hojpital/ 3 lin¬ 
gering and liftening, hankering and harkening after her 
beloved. Of the ear we ufe to fay that it is firft awake m 
amorning : Call one that is aficep by his name, and hee wiK 
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foon heare and ftart up. Chrift calls all his (beep by theit 
namejjeb, 10.3. and they know his voice, verf. 4. (fowellare 
they verfed in his Word, and To habitually are t heir fcnfes ex- 
ercifed, Heb. 5.14..) yea they know his pale, for b :hold be cometh] 
viz. to makg his abode with we according to his pconife,Joh. 14.23. 
to fulfill with his hand what hee had fpoke with his mouth,as 
Solomon phraleth it in his prayer, 1 King.B.i J. Chrift fends his 
voyce,as another John Baptifi, a forerunner,and this no fooner 
foundsintheearandfink.es into the heart, then himfelfe is at 
hand to fipeak comfor t to the comcience, Pfak 5 j .8, Hee thinks 
long of the time till it were done, as the mothe s breaftakes, 
when it is time the child had fuck. Hee tomes leaping upon the 
mountains, skipping upon the hills~\ Look how the jealous Eagle, 
when (hee flieth higheft of all from her neft, an i feems to feat 
her felf among the clouds, yet {till dree cafts an e ye to her neft 
where are young ones : and if (he fee any come near to offend, 
prefently fhee ipeeds to their help and refeue : So doth the 
Lord Chrift deal by his beloved Spoufe. Neitl ter mountains, 
nor hills (hall hinder his coming: neither the jnsofhis peo- 
' pic, nor the worlds oppofition. As for the fc rmer, Chrift 
blots out the thick cloud, as well as theclouc, Ejay 44. 22. 
that is^nermitits as well as infirmities. He cafts all the fins of 
his Saints into the bottom of the Sea,which can as eafily cover 
mountaines as molehills. And for the fecond, Thou art more 
glorious and excellent then the mountaines of prey (meaning then all 
the Churches enemies,called for their ravenoufr.efle mountains 
of Lyons and Leopards Ozt.4f8. he flout heart 'dare fpoiledfic. 
Pjal.76.4,5. And who art thou Oh great mount m .? before Zc- 
rubbabel thou (hall become a plain, Zecb.4.7. Am: whereas mans 
foulhath naturally many mountains of pride a ad profanenefs 
PfaLioa.iS in it (there is that Leviatban,and creeping things itinu merakle , as the 
J * * Pfalmift faith of the Sea.) Andfor his bodythireis notavein 

in it that would not (well to the bignefle of the higheft hill to 
make rcfiftance to the work of grace, every fuch mountain and 
hill is made low before the Lord Chrift, tfay 4c-, 4. and every 
high thing caft down that exalts its felfagainft the knowledge 
of God, 2C0r.lo.He comeswith authority and reignesover all 
impediments. 

Verfe 9. My Beloved is like a Roe, or a young Hart j Viz,, tor 
fwectnelfe and iwiftneffe , as in the former verfe. His help feemes 
•» lone. 


long, becaufe we are fhort. Jn the opportunity of time he will 
not be wanting to thole that wait for him. The Lion feems 
to leave her young ones till they have almoft killed themfclves 
with roaring and howling; but at laft (hee relieves them : and 
hereby they become the morecourageous.God feems to forget 
his people fometimes.but it is that they may the better remem¬ 
ber themfelves and remind him. He feems,as here to have ta¬ 
ken a long journey, and to be at a great diftance from them, 
when as indeed he is as near us,as once he was to Mary Magda - 
Ian after his Refurreftion, but fhee was fo bleard (hee could not 
lee him. If hee a^ any time abfent himfelf for triall of our 
Faith and love to him, aud to let us know how ill we can bee 
withouj him, yet he is no further off, then behind fome wall 
or skreen. Or if he get out of doores from us,yet he lookes in. 
at the window to fee how we take it,and foon after (hews him- 
felfe through the latteffe, that we may not altogether defpond 
or defpair of his return. Yea he flour i(hetb or bleffometh through 
the latteffe3, like fome flower or fruit-tree that growing under A S™' n flar 
or neare unto a window (ends in a fweet fent into the roonie, eX orienfh. 
or perhaps fome pleafant branches: to teach that Chrift 
commeth not to his without profit, and comfort to their 
foules. 

Verf. 10. My Belovedfpakg and faiX] Heb. Anfwered and fa id. 

Shee had fighed out 5 bdike,fome fuch requeft unto her Beloved, 
isVaviddid, PfdZ.30.19. Return 0 Lord, how long ( Lovers houres 
are full ofeternity. He rtplyeth, Even now my love, behold 
here am I for thy help. Now will 1 rife, now will I be exalted, now Efii.tf.io] 
will 1 Ufi up my [elf. Rife thou therefore out of the afhes where¬ 
with thou haft been covered, Ldw.3.16, and come away to a 
better condition. Or, Rife out of fin wherein by nature thou 
fitted, Lw^.i • 79. Stand up from the dead, come away to Chrift, and 
he (ballgive thee light,Ephef.^.irp. Come, for tkemafier calleth, as 
they faid to blind Bartimeus,Mark. 10.49. Come, for it is high 
time to come .* fith now is our Salvation nearer, then when w« 
beleeved. The night is far fpent,the day is at hand,&c. Rem. 

13.11,12. The winter is paft,theflowers appear,Sec. Up there¬ 
fore, and come with mee to my Coun try-houfe, as it were, 
to take thepleafureof the Spring-tide. In heaven there is 
a perpetuall Spring: and here the Saints have handfell of 
Heaven, thofe firft-frwrr 0/ the fpirit, even as many as arc 
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holy brethren, partakers of tbit heavenly calling,Heb.^.t. 

Verf. 11. For loe the whiter is paft, the rain hover andgmc] In 
•whiter 2 the clouds commonly return after the ra.in,bcclej. 12.2, 
a fhowre or two do not clear the air^but though it rain much, 
yet .the sky is ftil overcaft with clouds:and as one /ho wre is un- 
bui thened,another is brewed. Loc Inch is the do [dull and 
dilinall condition of fuch as are not effeftually called by 
Chrift. Qmnis illis dies hyhernus eft, it is ever winter vith them, 
no fpring of grace, no Sun-dune of /onnd comfort. It is with 
fucb,as it was with Paul and his fellow-faylers,^/?.20.20. when 
is neither Sunne ,• nor Stars in manydayes appeared, and no I nail tempeft 
lay on them : all hope that they [ball be \aved,w.vs then taker away. All 
the hope is,that God who by his all-quickening voyce r*ije/b 
the deadend ca "eth things that are not as if they were, Eon, 4.1 7»tbat 
calleththofe hispeople that were not his people, and her Relived 
which was not her Beloved, Rom.?. 25. Together with his voyce 
there gotth forth a poorer, as Luk. 5 17. as when he bad £fi%ans come 
forth, heemade him rife and comcaway,fo here. Of carnal!,. 
Chi id makes us a people created again, Pp/.to2.i8.Fpk/.2.io. 
of a wild afle colt he makes a man. Job 11.12. anc of an hol¬ 
low perfon(as empty aud void of heart,as the hollo w of a- tree 
is of lubftance) he makes a folid Chnftian, fit to be : fet in the 
heavenly building.This is as great a work, as the making ot a 
world with a word : God plants the Heavens anc layes the 
foundation of the Earth,that he may fay to Zion,Thou art my 
people, Ifni. 5!. 16. Hence Chrift is called the beginning of the 
creation of God,Ktz'.s- 1 4. And the Apoftle, Rom.’}, 10. argues 
from Vocation to Glorification,as thelefler. 
frii:»:empi. Verfi 12. 7 he flowers appear on the Earthf Here we have a moft 
dainty defeription of the Spring or prime time (* s the French 
call it) far fm pading that ot Horace , and the reft or the Poets, 
who yet have /hewed themfelve-s very witty that wry. For the 
(enfe; by flowers (made rather to fmell to then to fo:d upon)arc 
tmderftood (faith an Interpreter) the firft fruits o . : the Spirit, 
whereby the Eleft give a pleafant fmell; and therein lyeih 
fweetne/Te of fpeech and words going before wortes, even as 
flowers before fruits. For the which caufe, as the»Apoftle 
exhorteththat ourfpeecb bee gracious alwayes, miniftring 
Edification to the hearer, Col . 4 .6. fo the Prophet calls 
it a pure language, which the Lord will give tc as many as 
Jove him, as are called according to his purpoCe, ZepM-ft* 


US 


Chap.II. Canticle*, arthcSoxa of Songs. 

7 k time (f the fmging of birds is cmefHic autem garritus avium flu - 
ximwn facit ad verts commendationem,th\s chirping of birds makes 
much to the Springs commendation, faith Genebrard, How rae- 
lodioufly fing the Minifters of the Gofpell, whiles they are un¬ 
to Gods people as a very lovely fong of one that hath a plea- 
fant voyce? Ezek. 33.3 a.It is met in ore,melos in aure , to the Eleft, 
as it was to A*ftin,who coming to hear Ambroje , had his cares 
tickled,his heart touched; fohad that unlearned Corinthian, 

I Cor.i 4.25. and thewhole city of Samaria, wherein there was 
great joy at the receiving of the Gofpell, ^.8.8. Behold we 
bring you good tidings of great joy to allpcople,faad thole 
Angels to the ffiepheards that fang Chrift into the world; and 
from whom the Preaching of the Gofpejl was afterwards taken 
and given to the Minifters ■, whofe proper office it is to publith 
peace, to bring good tidings of good, 7 by W stchmen (bait 
lift up the voyce , with the voyce together (ball they ftng ,, &c. Efai. 52.7, 

8. If they doe otherwife to any,ifthey fing dolefull accents to 
guilty perfons, if the voyce of thefe Gofpell birds, be to fuch 
like that of Abijab to Jeroboams wife, 1 am fent to thee with heavy 1 King* 14.$. 
tidingSJhcy may thank themfelves.To fal out with the Minifter 
is as great folly, as if foiuc fond people ffiould accufe the He- 
raldor the Trumpet as the caufe of their war; Or as if fome 
ignorant pcafant when he fees his fowles bathing in his pond, 
ffiould cry out of them as checaufes of foul weather. What 
doe faithfull Minifters doe more, (what can they doe lefle if 
they will be true to their fouls?) then taxe mens fins, foretell 
their judgements > This when they doe it is diverfely taken: 

Ravenous and unclean birds, like the Ravens of ^rdt/c/criech 
horribly,fcratch terribly: Turtles and Doves ('whofe voyce Scc ^ 7>I 
is here faid to be heard in the land when other birds are fweet- \f^ or , 
ly fiuging)come in with a mournfull tone mixt with a groan¬ 
ing fadneffe (whence alfo the Turtle hath its name, fc: a (on# 
quern edit per enomatopetiam') and may well ferve to fet forth the 
unutterable groans of gracious fpirits, grieving for their fin?, 
mourning bitterly over Chrift crucified before their eyes, and Zub.i a.w. 

evidently fet forth by their faithfull Minifters ( fo that they Oal.yu 
need no other Crucifix to draw tears from them ) tabring upon 
their breaftswitbthevoytceofVoves,Nab. 2.y. Yea finking upon 
their breafts with thepenitent Publican, and faying, or rather 
fighina out each fo«himfelf, Lord be mercifull to met a ftnnef. And 

c “‘- •a 
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here#rf [olatiumlugentibusfujpiriorum fecictas. It’saa heavenly 
* hearing when a Church-full of good people', wrought upon 

S by their godly Preachers, fend up a volly of fighes to God ; 

and as Hinder by calving , fo they by weeping [cafl out thtir fort ows, 
job 2 o s fuch as (hew their hearts to be as fo many Hadadrim- 
ba IO , Lm. Austin perfwades a Preacher fo long to infift upon feme 
toe.m rfl.io dfull 'inytntillby the groanesand lookesof his heaters, 
he perceive that they underftand it,aad are afFefted wi ch it.Such 
hearers Faul had at Athens that wept as he did, AS.mm. but 
this is but few mens happinefle. Turtles are rare bi :ds m our 

lai Verf. i?. 7be figtreetutteth forth her green-figs, and the vines 
with the tender grapes foe.] Thefe two trees put forth their fruits 
Pa/? floret f/K- firft j when other trees tor moftpart, put forth firf: flowers, 
and then fruits in their feafon. Pliny numbers the ngtree a- 
lab.i 7 .cap.n. raonK t he trees of quick Nature. And our Saviour, Lukeli. 

29 ao. makes the fhoo ting forth of the fig-tree_to beafigne oi 
Summers approaching. When himfelfe came hung *y to that 
fetree Matth.21.19. he thought to have found form thing on 
if more then leaves only; for though the time of figs was not 
vet, (that is,of ripe figs') Mark: 1 l.i3. yetgfojT^,green figs at 
leaft he looked for, thofe untimely figs that ftiee cadeth when 
fliee is (haken of a mighty wind, Revel.6 1 13. his hur ger would 
have made fomewhat of them. It was at Bethphage (that houlc 
JP*?iT"v of green figs,as the word fignifies) or near unto .it, that hec 

curled thisbarren figtree,M«.u.i.! 3 . and therefore curled rt, 
B'.tphi -«#- becaufe it anfwerednot his expiation. It behovam there- 
Sam quafl U- f ore no t only to make a flourilh of goodly words ( with Naph- 
ctimgrojform. t ja but to be fruitfull boughes (with Jofeph) being hUcd 
tf r j er ’ with the fruits of righteoufnefle which are by Jefus Chrift un- 

itaX'Sr- to the glory and praife of God. Hr flip. l .11.Msp > is a.fruit- 
run, pLuberat. full bough,Gtw.49.2 2 . that is,of the Vine/aith the Chaldee l a- 
raphraft there. But it may be Jacob meant it oi tl t JEgyptian. 
.Vnoannofiptiet fig-tree .whereof Solinut reporteth that it beareth fruit 1 even. 
fHtiHsfxtfcit. -=L , ear . pu U 0 ff one fig,and anotherprcfently puts forth. 

Now if the fig-tree flack not her duty,but laboureth quickly to 
bring forth her firft fruit, that fo again and again:hee may be 
morefru’tfull: how much more fhould we haften t ie fruits ot 
holineflfe,break offour linS,and be abrupt in our repentance* 
cut the art-ropes of vanity,anx^caft aw iy the deeds^ 
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l d tffcv are well refented f Chrift when hee comes into Mm*. 

fahhfull to her ma > after bv birds of prey, therefore (he 

into thefurther p fo mighty and fo malicious : 

aretheChurc but fheeisin danger to become 

IhluhetfueChVdhrraftbe- wrttnote gloriom and confpie 
SKSISSbSSS f^pk toward the earth. 
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"hut is bright and radum in that p«rc which , lookes toward 
h«vcn. TTic Papifts would have this Moonealwayes m the 
full And if file fticwbut little light to us, or be echpfed,they 
will* notyeeld, (he is the Moon. And yet Cexccpt i: bee m the 
FcliDfc) Aftronomers demonftrate that the Moon rath at all 
S as much lights in the full: But oftentimes agreat part 
of the bright fide is turned to heaven, and a lefifer part to the 
earth. And fo the Church is, ever confpicuous to Gods eye 
tliouah it appear not alwayes to ours. . 

In the feent f laces of the flairs) Whither thou, art retired, as 
foc fecurity,foforfecrecy , that thou may ft the more freely 
and without fufpition of hypocrifie pour out thy heart before 
me and feek my protection. Or, where thou ly .ft c l°f e °ut 
of modefty or confcienoe ofinfirmity; not daring to (hewthy 

of grace, Het.4.16. in full affurance offaith./W’ 10.22. gud 
emmper facitm nififidem qua a Deo cmefcimr, faith U P™ 
thistext. What can wc underftand by the (ace but Fa th, Ith 
H<b ix 6. by it we are known of God, and imoMtofufie 

* JcdVFor heetkat ccmetb to Cod. (thatfhews his fa:e before the 

King Eternal!,ImmortalJnvifible,&c i T1W.I.I7. mub ^om 

hisbeft) muji bekevc that bee is (/c: Otfmut Maxim f) and mo 
particularly that hee is a reorder c all that diligently eeK 
LT^okJs the Greek hathit,^ that fetch hmioutot fos 
r X iw room, as the; Synfhenife by the force of her faith 
7 - H- and aT the" Spoufe here would never 
give him over, till (hee had recovered him out of the 
countrey, and drawne from him this ftveeteil invitation 

to goe along with him,^ndindtation to make bold with 

hl t ft rehear thy vo)ce] In holy exercifcs, preaching,prayer, 
conference,&c! See he. c how the lordC hrift wo<. attendance, 
follicites fuitours. 7 he Father Mefbto w*rhP bfl J ^ 
a*. Hithertoyeebave asked met nothing, doe 

to what you might have done, and fliouid do< well to doe 

*“** S , S’.^i5SS&&"£E'& 


the throne of Grace, follow your work clofc 5 It was more 
troublefome to Sewr/wtheEmperour (toGhrift you may be 
fureit isj to be asked nothing of his Courticrs,then to grant 
them much. Ask^ andyoujhaU have, faith Ghrift. And is not 
hee worthily miferable, that will not make himfelf haply by 
asking? Sweet is thy voycc] becaufe uttered by the Spirit of 
grace and fupplication, whofe very breath prayer is, aud 
without whom prayer is no better then a founding braffe , or 
tmckjing cymbalt And thy countenance is comely'] fc: By reafon 
of the Image of God repaired in thee, clearly filming in 
thy heart, and life : This renders thee comely indeed, fo that I 
am the better to fee thy face, and to hear thy voyce. To lovers 
nothing can bee more pleating then mutuall converge and con¬ 
ference. _ . -r. . 

Verf. i<. fake us the Foxes, the little Foxes j 1. e. The here- 
tikes and fchifmatikes. For as Fox-cubbes will be Foxes one 
day,and oflittle will become great: fo fchilniatikcsif not 
timely taken will turn heretikes. Whence it is that the Apoftle 
I Cor 11.18,19. having laid, I hear that there be divifims orjdrms 
monz you, he prclently fubjoynes, For there muf bee alfiokerefies 
mom you, (God having fo fore-appointed and foretold it) that 
they which are anroved may be made mar.ifeft among you. Nowthek 
heretikes and fchifn atikes arc fitly called Fexes, both here and 
fgA. 13.4. fFiend is alfo calk'd a FoXyLuk^ 13. 32. as being; a 
Stft-mafter, Matth. 22 .i6.anda< it is thought,to ftill the noife 
of his confcicnccvi Saddiicee)fiift for their craft, fecondly, for 
their cruelty. Foxes are lank us for their craftinefle even to a 
proverb (As iubtle as a Fox. - 

Aftutam vafido je?vans(ubfep$rc vulpcm.y 1 * 

Thev?re palling* cunning to deceive thofe that hunt them j 
famine themfcWs fimple‘ when there is nothing more fubtle, 
and looking pitifully, when taken in a (bare, but it lsoneiy 
that they may get out: there is no rruft.ng to their lookes, for 
Vufes fo V'-m vut.it, r.on r.atur.m, faith the Proverb,the Fox may 
alter his countenance,but not his condition. And for ciueltv, 
betides the hurt Foxes-do among Lambes and fowles (for,hex¬ 
ing meat, they fain thtmfelvcs dead : and fo the birds hatting 
down as eo a carta fe, volvxus rafiunt& devorant, faith I fid ore, jfiiyQT.Eiym.lib, 
iheyfeizc upon the birds and devoure them) they are noted 12.1. 
kerc to mar the Vineyards, Vuhcs vitHius niaxhne rxcivd, faith 





2 l8 


a Commentary or Expefitm*?™ _Chap. II.' 


x flrmil.Jo* 


Se pro gloria 
AlvfimiVci 

faiu 


fltatth.Z. 


1 Jhn.%.6, 


-~r~ Wfo^Grapes thTfox loves them «ce Singly, ytj 
•houeh they be but tender, and unripe. Hence the Launet 
rail him Leenta, a Gatherer, namely of grapes. and wee 
IT fay of a man, The Fox loves mgrtfa, bee will not eat 

tliem^but^tis ^cau^h^cannt^ get^th^m :^howbeit,^b^ 

fchifmSs™ e Sore to be token by the Vine dreffers, that 
WeTefted refuted, andifneedbe, delivered up to Satan by 
the M nifter , chakd out of the Vineyard, and purfued to 
2 a incorrigible, by the Magiflrate, as hbu dealt by 

death, « in - The fworc is put into 

W h Uwicaivins therein a taft of that civ ill authority 
T-A h«Mtur 6 ally Lived from D mid as oic obferveth. 

The AoS being converted before civill authority about 

ni ^w“thers^rSSg-5^^ 

h t lftb the Fathers s I defend the doctrine of r be Fathers , l 

mmm 

I 

Ss by' “eh ^Wunterfeu tajttUj, ** | 
l«d rapt m filly vmm . Dhe word fenifiesl and then make 

J. ^obon^ 


C hap.il. Canticles, «■ tht Song »/ Songs. »i» 

and devourethem, as St, Paul faith of thofe dcceitfull 
workers, the Foxes of his time, 2Cor. 1 wJ 3 * 20 they frau- 
dulently foift infalfe doftrines, 2 Vet. 2.1. Heroics of per¬ 
dition, and fo corrupt the Vineyard, as the Mafter ot 
the Vineyard coraplaines, Jer*i2. 10. ftipwrack the Faith, 

1 tint' 1.19. fobvert whole houfes, Tit. i.n,and are there¬ 
fore to bee taken, or clubd downe as Pcfts, and common 
mifehiefes to mankind; to the younger fort especially, 
thofe tender grapes , which they chiefly covet, and catch at» 

And here in hunting of thefe cruel! crafties that ecmnfell 
would bee taken that Saul gave the Zifhites concerning an 
innocent man, thatdeferveditnot: Goe 3 l (ray yott } prepare 1 ^* 2 5 * 
»«, and kriow 3 and fee hit place where bit haunt it 9 and who hath jeen * ** 
him there: for it it told tnee that he dealeth very [ubtilfy. See therefore 
and take knowledge of aU the lurking places where hee hideth him* 


Ielfi&c, 

Verf. 1 6. -&Iy Beloved it mine 3 and Jam hit J Hitherto the 
Church hath related Chrifts words to her felfe, and others. 
Now (hee fliuts up the whole difeourfe with praife of Chrift, 
here, and prayer to him, verf. 17. In prai/mg him, fhee 
preacheth her owne blefledneflfe in that fpirituall Union, that 
myfticall marriage that is betwixt them: My Beloved it mine 9 
&c. q. d. I am fore hee is mine,and I can boldly (peak it. Ma¬ 
ny lay claim to him, which have no (hare in him; they deeply 
affirme of him,buthave no manner of right to him, their faith 
is but fancy,their confidence prefumption; they are like that 
madman of Athens, that claimed every rich (hip that came to 
fhore, when as hee had no part in any; or Haman 3 who 
hearing that the King would honour a man, concluded (but 
falfely) that himfelfe was the man. Like Idolatrous Micah 3 
they conceit that God will bleflethem for the Levites fake, 
Judg. 17.13. which was no fuch matter. And like Sifera. 
they dreame of a kingdome, when as Jaels nail is nearer 
their temples then a crown. The condition of foch felfe- 
foothera and felfe*feekers is nothing different from his, that 
dreaming, upon a fteep place, offbme great happinefle befaln 
him, ftarts fodainly for joy, and falling downe with the 
flare, breakes his neck at the bottom. The true belecver is 
upon a farre better ground, his faith isdapfoigwe/, his hope is 
mailable* Hee kaowes whom hee hath trufted) hec kcowes 
- Odd and 
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" bcleeves the~love that God hath to him, i JA4.16.te 
and beieevcs Cnrift, and is fure that neither 

hath gotten -g P feparate him from drift. Hee 

r'st 

tS\SK 

hirn^ 'yea to unite us to Chrift, fo that bee thtt is )oyn- 

- f Zl Ky 25 .“ 

S and wLare on/ffeflv. as they two iteonemt. 
trimoriiall flefli, fo Chrift and his people are one niyfhcall 
Chrift I Car. 12.12. Well therefore may the Cnurch here 
Sorifie Chrift, and glory in her cwnhappmelle by him, 

• &e My l Seined is mint, and I am fure of it , and can- 
not beedcceivld, for I am Isis: all that I am is his. Have 
j . _.i ..nfjoniticin of mV whole felfeunio him, ana 

hat put hrn in S poS of all. I - - 

CMIh menMefe I mt_ 1, but CbriftteM >»««, 

%Zt. 2. ao. Chrift is All-fufficient to nice, and I am al¬ 
together his. His is as a Covenant of mercy, mine of obe- 
tlifnce Wherein I doe as ic were by Indenture with 
higheft eftimations, moft vigorous afFeftiom, and utmoft 
indeavours beftow my felfupon him: and I accept of whol 

Chrift in all his offices and efficacies. 

ffee feedeth among the LW'i] Before fhee was to fed, and 
goes to Chrift to bee rcfolved where hee fed Chap, i- 7- 
Now, after more intimate communion with him, iiee s 
able to refolve her felft and others where hie feedes his 
flock, viz. amtr.g the Lillies, that is, in Tweet ind foftpa- 
fi U res Pfalm. 23.2. in thofe mountaines^of fpices, C ant. *. 
14. thole beauties tfholinefc the glorious Ordir ances,where- 
In Chrift feeds his* people andfeafts them daily and daintily, 
pleafantly and plentifully with the heft of * eb ^£** in § 8 
full of marrow, Wine on the Lceswel refined, 
to the gladding of their hearts, and greaming of thar 
Faith, fo that they grow up as the lillies, Hoj. 14 * 5 - 
the xalvcs of the flail, as the wiftwel fa ”he teats, ernfss, I «• 
44, 4. And as Lillies are not more beautiful then lert le, 
Vlin. Vna radix quinquagenos [<ffe emittente bilbos, yea the dropp 
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of the Lilly will caufe and beget more Lillies: fo the Lily- 
white Saints will bee working upon others, and bringing 
them to Chrift, as Andrew did Peter, and Philip Nathaneel, 

Job, 1. 41.45. True goodnefle is generative, Charity is no churle, 

^Vcrf. 17. Vnt ill the day breaks and theJhadowes flee away] Un¬ 
til! that day dawn,that laft and glorious day, when Chrift the 
Sun of riohteoufnefle fiudl appear, and chafe away the fhadows of 
fin and mifery,wherewith 1 am here benighted. Turn about my Vmbrt terra 
Beloved 1 and though thou leave mee for a time ( as thou art a n 
God that hidefl thy [elf , Ifai. 45.15 ) yet never forfake me but let 
thine heart be ever upon me, and thine hand ready to help at a 
dead life. Yeabetbox % a Poe or a young ffin-fijeome fweetly and 
feafonably to my relief and andfuccour. To let thee a time, 
were to fet the Sun by my dyall. But when thine own time is 
comejthen come Lord Je[us 3 come quiefy, beasnimbleas a Roe or 2iam.2,t 9 . 
young Hart upon the mount aines of Aether, called elfewhere Bi- 
jthrow beyond Jordan: which mountains were much haunted by 
hunters. Mountaines ofdiviflon fome renders it, and one defcants JVl li)‘ (,:$0 
thus: The Spoufe of Chrift in that heavenly marriage Song 
calleth him a young Hart on the Mountaines of Diyifion.Tell D HaJ1> ^ 
me then whither will yougoefor truth, if you will allow no 3, 
truth, but where there is no divifion. 
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j, m£ht mmj *»»* «*«» mj Jiitl Inch. 

Smake^fc of this^owe^irftNf^Before hi; had boco® 
h^r Beloved, but now the Lave of her [oule, becaule no v hee had 
withdrawn himfelf. It was night with her now; flie mlk^dm 

£ DO life Shee was indeed upon her bed ofeaftjbit to her m 

rins cafeit wat a bed of unreft: her foul was toffid 

and troubled with folkary feeking,longing and o oking afar 
him whom herfoul loved. Bj night therefore,ort«| t a/t™, 

5 SfnShtStOECtherCas fome read it) Shee fought , and fought, 
being^onftant, fnftant and indefatigable in the ; earch, fee 
fouehthim early andearnefily, with utmoft attention and affeai- 
0^ withherwhole heart andfoul 5 /er. 29 i3 ; accoiding to the 
meafure of her love to him, which was modus fine mot o as Bernard 
bath it Now whatfoever a man loves, that he d< fires, and 

what hce defires that he feeks after: cfpecial ly if h; apprehend 
fomeInsular worth in it. In Chrifl are bid all the treafures of 
w£e and knowledge, Col.2.3 . Hee is better then rubns faith Solo¬ 
mon andall the things that may be defiredare not to be com- 
*, Prow 8.11. Hence the good foul 1 :ekes him,as 

eaeerly'as the Mammonift feeks fiber, the Amhitio lift honour, 
the aflLnifbed man bread,tHe conimnedprifoncr j. pardon,°r 
as one that feeks for a loft Jewell, he over-looks all till he hath 
found it, Chrift 1 mullhave,faith (hee,what ever ,t coft me : this 
Pold cannot beboughe coo dear. Shcl ° n |“ h ^ 0re ' ! ?P'w^| i 
favinc. Oh that one wouldgivc me of the water o fthe Well ot 
vlhlfhem 1 Cfcn.i 1.17 ! Oh for a blefTed arm-ful c fthe Babe of 
Bethlehem l fuch asSimeon once had! GivemeeChnft,or elfel 
■ dvc Norn but Chrifl, none but ari/f . AU r s but dung ‘ ^drofle to 

Chrift.God offoidMofitmtopi «> S oe alon S vuh thenia 
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the wildernefic.He would have no Angcll,norfiir a flep unlefie 
God himfelf would conduft them.Far^would not march with 

OU \fotdh h imnot-[ i.e. I had not fo full a prefence, nor fo faft 
hold of him as lJefired,he had gotbehindethe wall orthewin- 
dow,as in the former chapter, and (Jofcpb-like) concealedhis 
love out of increafement of love, as alfo that lie may ftirre up 
flrongaffeftions after him in the hearts of his people: for hee 
well enough knowes how to commend hismercies to us, as La- 
tan did his daughter Rachel to Jacob, by homing US off, ,bffit- 
fending us for a feafon. Even barren Leah, when unloved and 
unlookt on,becomes fruitfull.: and the drowfic Spoufe, when 

fee mifleth her Beloved,becomesreftlefle til llheenave recover¬ 
ed him. In their affliBion they will[eekme early Affli¬ 
ction excites devotion s andmakes the Saints fek again with a 
redoubled diligence,as here. See P/41.78.34,35.Itfares with the 
beft fometimes as it did with St. P4«/,and Ins company m the 
(hipwrack,^.27.20. when they fawneither-Sun.norStagfor 
divers days and nights together. In this difmall and difeon 
folate condition, if they can but caft anchor and pray fellfor 
ito.Chrift will appear (asherewrf.3.) and all fhall clear up, 
the day will dawn and the day-ftar appear in their hearts. 
Mourning lafteth but till morning, P/4/.30. and the yifion it yet 
for an *ppoLdtime,but at the end it {hall fpeakandnotlye,it will finely 
* itwillnottarn.Hab.iA. But what (hall we doe m the mean 
while,may fomefay ? how (hall wee fuftaineour fpirita ? fith 
deferred makf r At hurt fi<kj }!»*& «;'‘"7 
the Prophet,Have patience and learn to live by faith, Jhejufifia/l 
Jive by his Faith , verf.4.We arc ufually too hafty,and do antedate 
thepromifes : neither will anyreafon fatisfie us 1uniU 
have all Ghrifts fweetnefle at once,and at prefent. ^ceUent rt 
that difeourfe that Mr. Bradford the Martyr makes in a confola- 
tory letter to a good woman,that was troubled in confcience. 
You are not contenc.faith hee, to kilfe Chnfts feet,wnh Magda, 
len, but you would be kiffed even with the kites of his 
You would fee his face with Mofes, forgetting how heehiddeth 
to feek his face,P/4/. 17. yea and that forever, 
fignifieth no fuch fight as you defire to fee in this prefent life, 
which would fee God now face to face: whereas he cannot bee 
fen but covered under fo»cthing 5 yea fomeumc in that winch 
p d d. 3 _1L- 
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"l^lear contrary unto God, as to Tee his mercy in 1 is anger,&c. 
How did job fee God but as yee would fay under S atans cloak, 
&c. You know that Mofes when hee-went to th: Mount to 
talk with God, heentredinto a dark cloud. And Elias had 
his face covered when God palled by .Both thefe dear friends of 
God heard God, but faw him not. But you would be preferred 
before thcm.Scenow,my dear heart, how covetous you are. Ah 
be thankfulljbe thankful 1 ! But God be thanked ycur covetouf- 
nefle,is Mofes covetoufnefle. Well, with him you fht .ll be be fatif- 
fied, But when > forfooth when hee fhall appeur,&c. God 
would have his people dilcontentedly contented with what 
meafures of grace and feelings they have attained unto,and to 
know that Teta vitaboni Chrifiiant fanttum defiderium ejl, the 
whole life of a good Chriftian is an holy defire af :cr more: and 
that thofe very pantings, inquietationsand unfa :isfiablenefles 
cannot but fpring from truth of grace* and fiome tafte of 
Chrift. 

Verf. 2. 1 willrife now andgoe about the Cityj&c.Thekely City 
Jerufakm } 'whither the Tribes went up, the Tribes of the Lord unt» 
the TejUmonj of IfraefFfal.i 22.4.There was the likely eft place to 
Hnde Chrift: there his parents found him once af :er three-days 
fcarch(L«/?.2.460 fitting in the Temple; there hee dwelt a- 
mongftmen, there he gave gifts unto men, and there-hencc he 
went forth abroad the whole world conquering md to conquer , 
Rev.6.2. Here therefore the Spoufcfeeks him,amc ngft the peo- 
pie of God,and in his Word and Ordinances. Sl.ee knew well 
that he fed his flock among thofe Lillies, ufed to goe down in¬ 
to that his Garden of fpices, Cant. 6.1,2. to take a turn amidft 
thofe golden Candlcfticks, Revel. 1. 13. to take a view of his 
Weddineeuefts, Matth. 2a.11. yea to eat and drink in their 
prefencejand to teach in their ftreets, 1^13.2< 5 . Abroadftiee 
gets therefore,and that prefently (I will rife now] faith (hee, left 
i lofe mine opportunity; foriffo, I may teek it with tears 
and goe without it with forrow, Men may put pole,promife, 
and expeft a time ofhealing, and curing, when'.hey fhall bee 

deceived,and find a time oft rouble, Jer. 14. 17. Many, I fay un¬ 
to you,ftial teek to enter & fhall not be able,L»J^ r 3 th e y 

fhall goe with theirflocks and with their heards, to leeke the 
Lord: but they fhall not finde him, hee hath withdrawne him- 
felfe from them, Hof. 5.*, They came too lat* belike: they 

fought 
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fouahtnot the Lord while he was to be found ( velfero , vel ccrte ' 

nonferio autrthm)**! « lled u P on hi ™ ^ e he was r T^ 

JU ftayd till hee was out ot call, JVw.i .28.UII he was refolved. 
to return either no anfwer at all, or fuck a fad anfwer as the 
Tews had from him, becaufc they flood out their day of grace, 
tSallfeeKmee and (ball not finde wee : and where 1 am,thither ye can- 
JJeJoh. 7 . 3 4 .Andagain, Mf*< *£■ 

and (lull dye in your finnes , fob.8.21. Oh dreadfull fcntence . The 
Church herfelfe here, though never fo dear to Chrift, feemes to 
Leto be guilty of.flothand flacknefTe m feelung after Chrift, 
and doing itin her bed,(* sloth at firftto dileafe her fell) or in 
holding him while (hee had him, ifwhileft thee was fleepin&fae 
Ltaway from her fide. The wife Virgins alfo were napping 
ami nodding, Matth. 2$. and holy Aufim confefleth, that hee 
could not anfwer that clear text whereby he was called cut ot 

his finfull courfe, Aw*K e thou « nd /*« d f rom thedead > ap {£ 

11 but only by that with of the fluggard,M<n/o & eccemodo,Si- 
nitepaululum,&c .; A little more jkas, a little more/lumbers ,&c. 
little and yet (laps in the plural.Thus Mode & Mode non habentmo- 
j m . & Sinite paululum ibit inlongum, ^as that Fathei hath it. 

Somewhat it was furely thrt ma£es the Church refolve,as here. 

Mil rife now, or, Let me rife now, I will ftme up the gift of God 
hat is in mee, I Will ftirre up my felf to take better hold of 
Chrift. Here is a tacite taxing her felt for tome former tlack- 
nelft after her former enjoymentsand familiarentercourft with 
Chrift.Wee aretoo ready, after wee have run well, tolvedown: 
and take cold,which may caufea confumption ; to pleafe our 
felves inunlawfull liberties, when we have pleated iheLoidin 
lawfull duties .Htzeh/ah^ter his notable fervice both of prayer- J 

and thankffiivine, fondly over-fhoots himfelf to the Babjlonijb 
EnfbatTadours. 7 oU, afterhis Embaflage faithfully #harged; .** 

to the mwtes, breaks forth into anger apnft the Lord. Peter 

know the Lord, Hof. 6 . 3. So then (hall we find^fwe follow on 

to feek Chrift, fetchinghim out 

wan of c<M4»did.For he wouldfcaw hid himjelfo faith the text. 
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\ 3 m\ 1 zco\i\&not ) Foc3icertainwman>&c.N[ark : 7.24,2'). And as 
Iheefet him out, fofliec followed him.dofc 5 refuting to bee 
either faid nay, or fit down with filence or fad anl wers. The 
like did Jacob, Gcrt.34.hee wreftlcd with might ar.d flight , hee 
would have ableffing, whether God would or no,a 1 we may fay 
with reverence. Lit me got, faith God } No, thou h alt not,faith 
Jacob. Let mee alone that I may defhoy this people, No; by no 
tneans.faith Mofes. In (Seeking of Chrift faith is not only im- 
jtwl* portunate^butevenimpudent,L»^I 5.8. and thret.teiis heaven, 

pyoptcr impre- as Nazianzen faid of his fitter GorgonU. If hee have loft hi? mer- 
biwm, cy 3 (hee’ll find it for him, E [ai. 6 3.15. If hee look e ftrange and 
ftern, fhee’Il both know him and claim him amidfl all his aufte- 
rities. Vcrf. 16. Art not thou our Father > Ifhee teegonenever 
reifl.S. f 0 farre, fhee’llfo/W hard after him, fo Davids phrafe is, even as 
hard as her old legs will carry (as Father Latimer faidj with 
Return for thy fervants fakg. Wee are thinef&c. verf.17.19. O Lord 
(faith the Church in HabakfrukJ Art not thou from everlafiing my 
God and mine Holy One > It was a bold queftion 5 but God aftents 
to it in a gracious anfwer, ere hee went further. Wee hull not 
dye fay they abruptly, Hab. 1.12. Nay after two dayes , ( for fo 
lonfoit may bee,hee will hold us off, to try how wee will hold 
outfeeking) hee will revive wjntbe third day hee villraife ut up, 
and wee (hall live in his fight, Hof.6.2. Or ifwe fhould dye m this 
waiting condition,and in a fpirituall defection, yet wee couid 
not mifTe ofheaven,becaufe he hath faid, Bleffed < re all they that 
waitfir himjfai. 30.18. ‘ 

Verf. 3. 7 he rvatchmenth at goe about the City found me J i.e.Tht 
Angels, (who are Gods watchmen over thewor id, and are fo 
IvMdit: called fomewhere in Scripture J as alfo, minijhing Spirits , guar- 

iZl 10. diansofthe Saints, &c. But here I conceive ar<; meant either 

M^ekni.2. thofe pitoces of the world,jh^err to the my fiery oChrifi, t Cor, 
2.8.and theiefore can tell no talc nor tidings of him, For why, 
they are of Gaiko's religio»,which is no better then a meeer ir- 
religion,A8.i 8.15 . being deregime wagii foliciti qum de religioners 
one faith: Or elfe,the Officers and Miniftersofthe Church, fet 
as Watch-men upon lerufalems Wals, with charge never to hold 
their peace day nor night, l/di.62.6.But they alas prove too too 
oft blind watcbmen,dumb dogges,fleeping,lying down, 'ovingto flumber, 
Ifai.56.16. And fuchit feems were thefe here by the lmalldire- 
ftions they gave the Church,or intelligence of her beffiBe!oved # 


Chap.III. C aw t 1 c 1. b s, or the Son o of Sohgs. 

iw>eic, becaufe the Priefts lips (hould pteferve knowledge, 
fnd thev are given for Guides to Goa, how ever they prove, (hee «»• >3 
repairs tothem, or rather, lighting upon them, enquires for 

^Sdwye him whom my faulc booth] They that love Chrift in fin- 
ceritv are apt to imagine that others alfo doe love him no lelle 
then they. So much worth they find in him,that they wonder 
how any can doe otherwife then affett and admire him. 1 his 
m de A/ary Magdalen,xvho loved much, to ask the Gardener (tor 
fo fheetook him to be) what he had done with the Lords body, 

7ub,20.1 S. Whereabout fheethought hee had been as folicitous 
as her feIf. So the Church here. Have you fecae him > When 
they perhaps were perieft ftrangers to him. But be they as they 
will,they fhould have known and loved the Lord Jefus Chriit 
upon pain of utter cutting off, 1 Cor. 16.22. and whether they 
doe or doe not,they {hall know that fhee loves him} guts enm 
ceUverit imm > for who can hide fire in his bofome,ormuskm 
his pocket > The love of Chrift cannot poffibly be concealed. A 
man may as eafily hide the wind with his fift,and theoyntmenc 
of his right hand,which bewrayeth it felf,a6 Solomon fpeaketh m 
another c^Prov.2716. He that belecves with his heart, will 
conicffe with his mouth, Rom.io-io. Chrifts true worfhippers 
are marked in their foreheads. Rev. 7.3. Antichr ifts limbes re¬ 
ceive his mark in their hands, chap. 13.1 6. which they can cover 
or diicoveiy.s c h ey fee occafion. We have alfo many politick 
profcfloui s amongft us, who for want of true love to Chrift,el- 
tlur run away in the plain field,1©. ult. and fb incurrethe 
danger ofmai Siall Law; orelfe (under a colour of diferetion) 
fal back into the rereward:thebattle is fharp, and it is not good 
to be too forward, but is this thy love to thy friend', as he faidto Hu* 

0 }a i the ArchiteWavids Parents and brethren came down to him 
to the cave of A dull am though to their great danger, \Sam.22.\. 

And BafiU being blamed for his forwarduefTe to appear for his 
friend in danger,anfwered,Ego aliter amarenon didici, a friend is 
made for the day of adverfity. 

Vcrf. 4. It was but a little that Ipaffed from them ] It is proba- 
ble,that lighting upon thefe watchmen, Shee promifed her felf 
much counfell and comfort from them: but was difappointed. 

It pleafeth God niany times to crofle out likelieft projefts, that 
himfelf alone may be leaned npon. The poor foul in diftrefle 
E c e is 
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JS apt to knock at the creatures doore for comfort, to (hark a- 

broad,and to look this way and that way as David dtcl,for help. 
Yea many uft the wearies as iVkdiacours, and fo fal. fhort of 
Chrift.lt is a good Note that onemakes upon this text,that (he 
was a little paft the watchmen: Which (hews,faith h -jthat the 
Mr Vu 4 ly Lord delayes comfort, tb draw his Church through ail his 

remit. means,fr om the loweft to the higheft,where (he findet h m fhorc 

fpace comfort:but many times not til fhe is paft:that t heymight 
Jdto mmw, nQC attribute it to the excellency of the means, but u ato God. 
mi) puniat. g ut i fand him whom my foul ieirtfc]Chrift as he therefore threat- 

Cktyfi i n€t h that hee may not bee put to punifh, fo he then fore hides 
himftlf (otherwhiles) that he may come in again to hlS people 
With more comfort: And his ufuall time to come in to them IS 
When they have well-nigh done looking after him ( as he dealt 
by thofttwo that were travelling to Emaus, £^.24.2 1.) when 
thevhave hangd up their hopes,and their harpes together, and 
are ready to call away their confidence,St to leave looking any 
longer LuLil.S. When the fonofmanc<mei(viz-v/itli ar anlwerto 
his peoples prayers which they have now even given up for loft 
labour) (frail he find Faith upon the earthWe. will any body ever 
think.thathaving (laid fo long, hee ivould yet comeat laft > 
Chrift loves to comfort thofe that are forfaken of their hopes, 
and to give a bleiling to thoft times andmeanes,whe -eofwede- 

fpair.The pains cannot be caft away which we refol /e to loft 

and would not let him goe] Shee held him with both 
hands eamfily: for faith hath Wo hands, one receiving Chnit 
from God,the other giving thebeleever to God. W ^ th both 
(hee holds Chrift,(the King is held in her galleries by the bonds 
of love, by the cords of kindnefle, Cant. 7 5 • be \ 5 evtn 
prifoner in her company) but efpecially with the former. Shee 
holds him as Jacob did&n^e. though with nu ch conflift. 
the devill (bikes hard at her hand, and would mat e her ioofc 
her hold. Hence faith is fain to tugge and wreftle .even till it 
fwcat again.And therefore ?*«/ cals it the:diicult work 

of faith,! Tfcef.ii^.becaufe the Beleever hath fush a doc to bold 
bis own. 1 fhee cannot hold with his hands, he 1 make ufo 0 
M his teeth, (as it is ftoried.of Cyneym that nobfo “ 

fwtok ©f our Sir Thomas Challmer in the warres ofcfcar/ej :he hftb>ny 

ftufthe.wiUroakc ntbfttiicn part withChnftj wham, his foul 
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loveth: having fattened on the tree of life,rather then drownc* 
he is refolvcd to pull it up by the yeryroots. L et Godfight a* 
gainft him'with his own hand^nd offer,as it were to kill him, 
vet he will hang on (till; hee will truft in an angry God, in a 
killing God, as Job : and as Jacob he will wreftle, and not let 
coe though alone,and in the night,and upon one leg. Loe this 
is the generation of them that leek him, of them that jeek^thy face: 
this is Jacob 9 P[al. 24. 6. theft belfraelites indeed. Job. I.47. 

Vnt ill I had brought him into my mothers houfe'] that i«, into my 
confcience,fay fome,(where Faith dwelleth,andChrjftby faith, 
JLom.to.i 6 .GaLi. 1 9 -) into the Sy nagogues of the Jewes fay o- 
thers, or into the Congregations of the Gentiles. They doe 
beft that underftand it of the Catholick Church, the fupernall 

JeruSakm , that mother of us all,figured by Sarah, Gal. 4. 24,2d. 
where Chrift hath moft delightfull dwelling, a comfortable 
commoration,and as it were conjugall cohabitation with his 
SvQuCc 3 chamber-felIowfhipj ludg.i 5.1. 

^Verf 5. I charge you, Ohyce daughters of Jerufalem] Asa far* 

ther fruit of her revived faith,(lice renewes herconteftation and 
charge of fanftification oflife, fuch as becometh the Gofpell; 
that Chrift, whom (hee refolves now to retain with her, be not 
provoked by finne to leave his people, N»m. 3 2.15. And in this 
vehement adjuration, no doubt, faith an Interpreter, but the 
Church hath a fpeciall regard to thecuftome uled then,and yet 
even at this day ufed amongft us: namely that fongs are fung 
before the Bride-chamber, and certaine noifes oflnftruments 
bronght to wake the Bride and Bridegroom from deep. See the 

Note on cbap*2.y. . . ,, 

Verf. 6. Who is this that cometh out of the wildsrnefjej Jffso ss this , 
fav the Angels,thofe friends of the Bridegroome fas fomc will 
ha ve it) admiring the Churches high expreflions,and continu- 
-11 afeenfions in her afteftion to Chrift> But I rather think it 
is the voyce of the Bridegroome himftlf, rayifhed with the beau- 
tv and fweetnefle of his Spoufo,and wondring at his oWn come- 
lynefle put upon her ; aswellhemay; Lor quantum piutatur ab Virg. 
ilia'* Such a change hee hath wrfgtght in her, as never was 
known in any. See Ezek, 16 .6,7,8 Ac. Mofes marryed an E- 
thiomn woman and could not change her hiew. David marryed 
afcornfalidame, a mocking Michol, and could not mend bee 
conditions, lobs wife continued to be(as it is faid of Helena at- 
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ter the trojan troubles cauled by her)w yowthe jane woman 
ftill, no changeling Shee .• but the Church,and all her genuine 
children art ftrangely altered and metamorphojed (as the Apoftles 
word is Ko»i.i2,2.)and this change is not morall 3 fonn.dl,mfcer- 
lymentall, tcmporall,partiall,bu£ lpirituall, reall, univerfall 
both in relpeft oflubje&and obje& ; for it is an intiie change 
of the whole man from the whole fervice of Satan to the living 
and true God in lincere obedience to-the whole law, the whole 
courieofhis life throughout. A change fo eonfpicuous and 
£b.ftupendious,that not only Grangers cake notice oi .t,fti^nge 
at it, i Pet. 4 4. and marvellmuch at the matter, fayug mo is 
this, Matth. 21.10? What’s come to the man of late, thrt now tis 
Ego nonjnm> but Chrift himfelfe hands wondring at his owne 
work, as hedid once in Nathaniel , Behold an Ijraclite ; ndetd (an 
JJkmaelite by nature,but an Ijraelite by grace,as Gether , 1 Cbm. 7. 
17. 2'Sam. 17* 3.) lob. 1.47. andas before that in Art umh, that 
famous lebujite, 2 Sam.24 18. compared with Zach.g.y. 

Ehatcometh out of the W'ildenie/e]|c:Oithis world fitly called a 
Wildemefle,for the paucity of good people in itfthe W llderneilC 
of Ji«ded,vvhere Jobs preached was lo called, becaufe but thlllly 
inhabited) and plenty of Bears,and B ores,Lions,and Leopaids, 
and other wild creatures, whereunto wicked men for their la- 
vagenefle are commonly compared in Scripture. Th s afeend- 
ingof the Church out of the world, as did out of ft )fh 
and there ord rly marching through the ivildenidfc into the 
promifed inheritance, is worthily called a wonderful! Jeparatm > 
Exod 33.16 . Andas that Angell tliatappeared to Mannah, by a- 
(tending up in the flame of the Altar,is faid to do wondroully, 
ludg.iZ JO,20. So doc the Saints by theirdayly devotions, as 
fomany pillars of fmoke, elatiombus jurat, afpiring tCi eternny , 
and comming up (as Cornelius his prayers.and ahnes did) tor a 
mcmoriall beforeGod^tf.io^. And albeit their belt perform¬ 
ances are as fmoke,black/and footy in regard of infirmities and 
imperfeftiom, yet they have a principle in them to .am them 
upward : they have alfo the High-Pneftof-thc New rdhment, 
not to prefer, t them onlyi)*t to perfume and bcccnft them, as it 
isherejWithmyrrheand-frankincenfeand fweeteft powders of 
the fpice-merrliantithac is,with the mentand mtdit iron of h s 
own moll pretious paffion, He b. 9 H thofe fwcet occurs pow- 
red asout of vials into the prayers ol Saints, &*+ 
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Kw the erode to the kingdome,hee would draw all his to him, lo 
iveefee it fulfilled in the Saints thofe heavenly Eagles, foaring 

nut of fight: lowly in their fpeeches,lofty in their afuons,but 

tfnecially in their affe&ions carried above all earthly obje&s. 

Col 3.2. and not content till they are gotten home to heaven : 
their commoration is here, their convention _above. Thde 
heavenly Stars,though fees fometimes in a puddle,though they 
refleft there,ytt they have their fixation m heaven. Iheje birds 
PdMc/i(e,though they way touch happily uponearth,yet they 

are moftly upon the wing, and thofe outward comforts and 
creaturesaic 10 them but jc aU tt ale , wings and wind in their 
wines Zab.S .9- to carry them upward. Let fhallow men won- 
der*at worldly things, as the Diiciples did at ^ *ndfatfe 
(tones ofthe Temple, Matth. 24. let them be nailed faft to the 
earth, as Silent was by Jael, let them ever bow down-ward, as 
that woman in the Goipell that had afpiriLof nihrmity, kt 
them grovell andgoe upon their bdlyes and feed upon earthy 
the Serpent.(Jew 3, The Saints are of another alley: their CIVlll , 
converfation is in heavcn,Pbf.3-20.their politick bent,aim and 
fetch is for heaven: they are immortality is candidate as the Anci¬ 
ents called Henoch, and Elias, they doe paradifum merited eambulare , 
as HU rome bids the young Hcrmite take a turn ever and anon m 
paradife : and,after fome ferious thoughts of that bleffed place, 
thev break out as Monica, Aujhns mother,did into a guidbic fa- 
ti» > What make I here > why haften I not home to mine own 
country 1 They fend up many pious ejaculations, many holy 
fallyes.and as it were egreflions of foul,many an liumble joyful! 
and thankful! heart to God. Mttmtprcces & lachrjmas cordis Ic- 
p^tof ,as he faith,pillars of prayers,vollyes of hearty willies they 
fend up continually paying up treafure in heaven,and thinking 
long of the time or ere they get thither. 

Vcrf. 7. Behold his bed which is Solmm,&cAOr Behold,the bed 
of Solomon, (as the Greek explaining the Hebrew hath it,) Solo¬ 
mon was a famous figure of Chrift: of his bed wee read nothing, 
but may well conceive,it was (a* every thing elfe about him) 
(lately and coftly: And thereby is meant here heavenly fome, 
whither the Church is brought in afeending in the precedent 
verfeand by the valiant Warders they underftand the Angels ,. 

E e e 
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thofe Mighdes, Pfal. 103.20. But becanfe th-y ar; faid to bee 
valiant men of Ifrael, ! rather aflent to thofe that chi ik the godly 
Minifters are here meant by the Might ies , and the Church by 
Chrifts bed, where he repofeth and refteth in his love, Zepfe.3.17. 
lodging betwixt her brefts,CdKt.i. 13. There is nothing more 
fure, then that thcbleffed Angels doe watch over the Church. 
What a guard by them had Iacob at Mehartaim, whe re they made 
a i ane f or him, (as the word imports) to provide lor his fafety) 
the like we may fay of Elifba at Dothan, and divers others. 

I doubt not (faith one) but as the Angels waited at Chrifts fe- 
pulcher, fo for his fake they watch alfo over our graves, called 
ourbeds,ipi. < ) 7 - 2 . Howbeit here,underftand wt itoftheMi- 
nifters of the word, that watch for mens foules, and £ re frequently 
called watchmen. Sixty of them they arc faid to be, beeaufe a 
creat number, as the Levites were fcattered up and down the 
Tribes of Ifrael, (as fait is ftrawed thick upon fldh to keep it 
from putrefying. Ye are the fait of theEanh,Mdflb.5.&c.) And 
valiant they are faid to bee: for valour and courage invincible 
is neceflary to a Minifter, who fhall be fure to bee put hard to 
it and therefore had need to be (as Athanajiut was) an adamant 
for his refolute flout carriage; and to partake with the Dia¬ 
mond in the High-Priefts breaft-plate for hardneffc and hardinejfe 
in Handing to and for the truth. Ijraelites alfo f ley ought to 
be; Jews inwardly, not fcoffing ijhmaelites, profane Edomites, 
falfe Philiftins, but the valiants of Ifrael, fuch as D rvids band of 
Worthyeswas, 1 Cbron. 11. Sc 12. faithfull and godly patterns 
of piety,fueh as will take heed to themfelves and to thafloc^ waiting 
upon the Lords work,and watching for mensfou 's,as they that 
niuft give accompt,&c.Hei. 13.17. It is a great matter to beeof 
Chrifts life guard.Remembcr what David faid of Abner, 1 Sam. 

2 Vert 8. They all hold [words Jteing expert in wane] They not 
r j o only bear armes but can handle them. Young lether wore a 
Inag.o.20, J but he£ durft not draw itj or firike Wltt lt> when hee 

, fhould have killed Zeba and Z almunna. 7 km. (locks faid of 
Eretri<J«x,acowardly people, that they were uke the jwonr 
WggvS ^ fjjl;,which hath a fword indeed,but wants an heai t.^uch white- 
». ^ rcd Souldiers# fuch faint hearted Sword-men our .Solomon 
huh no need of: Our Gideon will not employ them fofarre as 
bd t0 break a pitcher, or to bear a torch .The fearful! md wbeletvmg 


Chap.lII* CAHTicLiSjWffoSoN c of Son os# 

.11 ne ver fet foot in hiskingdome, much lefle bee E[quires <of 
hisbodV, thofe in that Office muftboM fafl the ff^Mword^t 
c d of the Spirit,that two-edged Sword) farre beyond that 
of Coliah ( and P yet David faid there was none to tbtf 0 that they may 

inAt0L‘nvmctih'g«mjy,r,rit.i.9. 1, be . 


Ml'«eno wiy fit to be of Chrifts guard be- 

S Leva«mteMely t0 belayhimtatothehands of to 

meraies then to defend him from them; to aft a lad* his part 

how will they fet up their crefts^and ay m 3 ^ J*outftare the 

Suetonm !- imP nfremovall or onfet, that he might never ^ fatten* 

fliers of any fet tun h j ik carc an d courage in turn momefh 

mfzmmr 

SIsHlSIgS 

eftXdifflcL Thisisanhardtext faithone. Itbadbyo ca¬ 
fe' Q? erh “P^ \ t C °n‘ n jtbv a othe« 1 KuidL°dT»r , ide Amber, aied, Aim£ 
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faith it is ,lhalamsu honorificns, a bed chamber of honour,where- 
by weare to underhand again the Church,as we did by bed in 
the former verfe. Shee is oft compared to an houfe here, to a 
Bride-chaniber, and Solomons Bride-chamber, which mull needs 


be fuppofed very trimme,and fet forth to the beft. It is further 
fet forth here by the ca.u(es- 3 eJficient a Solomon himlelf : Mater ial!,Ce- 
dar, Silver,Gold,8cc. ForW(?//,pavcd with love; F mall, for him- 
felf firft,and then, for the daughters of Jerusalem, l.Trft, Solomon 
himfelfmade it though a King. Stupend* fane digm:io,z. wonder- 
full conddcenlion. The Church is Chrifts own m rlqnan(hip, his 
mutual artificial! fafture,or creature (as the Greek word fignifietbjFpkf. 

2.10.) that Mafter-peece of his arckite&ure wherein liehath 
{hewed Angular skill,by erefting that glorious fibrick of the 
new man, that ntw heaven, and new earth whe rein dwelleth 

righteoufneflfe. For heeplanteth the heavens, and 

layeth the foundations of the earth, that heemay fay to Zion, 
Thou art my people, that he may rejoyce in the habitable pare 
of Gods earth,Pmi.8.31. that he may fay J will dwell in them 
and walk in them,and I will be their God,and th :y (hall be my 
people, I Cor.6. 1 d.Chrift wrought the Centurions faith,as God, 
heewondredat it asman. God wrought,and man marvelled, 
he did both, to teach us where to beftow our wonder. Fan) 
prayes for his Epbefans, that their eyes might be mlightned to 
fee the power that wrought in thtm/fcdp.i. 18. 

Of the Wood of Lebanon] See the Note on chap, 1 ify.The Saints 
are the Churches materialls, Pom. 17. I Cor.t 1. 1 h. precious 
fonnes of Zion, are comparable to fine gold,/ am. 4. 2. Her Na - 
zarites are purer thenJ'tm,whiter then wiike, more rudly then rubyes, 
their polijbing is of Saphirc, vcrj.j- And yet BeUarmine is not a- 
fhamed to fay, Nos etiamfi credmus in Ecclefia inveniri rnnes vir- 
tutes 3 &c. Although we doubt not but that all vert ues are found 
in the Church: yet that a man may bee abfoltitely called a 
Lib et cap,2.de Member of chat true Church fpoken in Scripture ; wc hold not 
EcclcpJiitar.te. that any inward vertue is required, but only an e iternall pro- 
fefllon of the Faith, and participation of the Sac ament*. 
hoc convenit EcclefuRomaru,(cdth a learnedman.This defcripiion 
Cameron de £c- fuits very well with the Church of Rome. For certainly if 
aJf£p*Z-i 6 7 ' there be any vertuous perfons in that Church, id ’.it convenit per 
accidcns , it is by meere accident, and not as they are in that 
Church,but as they difient from it: like as Cicero faith wittily 
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nfrhe Epicureans, that if any were good amongft them, 1C 

SsSxSSgft 

men, but among Proteftants, not one good man is to bee 

° Veif. to- Hec mail the pillars thereof] i.e. The^^faithfull Mi-, 
nifters' called film fid. 2.9. and that Mt/aidikeJ beare up 
The pillars of it, P/ifa.7 5 . 3 - Thole that offer violence to 
fuclu .Gnip/on-like they lay hands upon thepillais to pluck 
the houfe upon their own heads. Yeathey attempt to pull 
Starres out of Chrifts hand, tod x. which they will finde 

a work not feifable. Of/iter] for the purity ot n,alter, 

and clearnede of found: for their beamy, liability, and 

ineoiTuption. Let Miniftersherebylearne how they ought 

to behave themfelves in the houfe of God , which is the ! 

Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of truth, l ‘Tim* . J 

bottom thereof of Gold ] LTnderftand it either of Gods 
Word, which is compared to the fineft Gold,or of ^tprecious 
erace o f Faith the root of all the reft: whence it is laid by St 
feter, as the bottome and bafts, the foundationand Wain of g 

all the following graces, a epifl. i. 5 - aiddeto pur Faith ,vr- JJ 

tue, and to vertue knowledge, &c. they are all in faith l* 4 * JlJ 

Every grace is but faith exe rcifedi Hence wee read.of the py MM 

of faith, the obedicnccof Faith, the rigbteoujnejje -off ^ 

5, t he mother-grace, the womb wherein all the gi aces are f 
conceived: hence the bottome of Chriftt; fmitfull bed die , 
pavement of his glorious Bride-chamberthe Church is h re 
Ld tp bee of gold, that », of Faith which xs called gold, 

W.3.17. compared with 1 Pet. 1.7. that the;WfrflrfW faith, <j 

(or your veil tryed faith, for it feems to bee an UJaruime) being . 
much more precious then that of gold,&c. Andherc,»ft Bern. ^ 

lens amm Guam fulgens aumnalcum, Gold though paler is Det . 

t™ then glaring Copper. Thefaifh pf Gods bkft ,s farre. _ : ..jj 

more preciousthln tly:,ftiining finnet oftViebeautifnUabotpl*. Sf; ,..ja., t * 
nations of meerMofaljjjg. guj^ofe^finipUmanlhou.d |et 



A Comment ary or Exp option upott Chap.III. 

{tone, and ftrike fire with it, and thenqe conclude it a precious 
{lone. Why,every flint or ordinary ftone will dot that. So 
to think one hath this golden grace of faith,becauf: he can bee 
fbber,juft,chaft, Iiberal,&c.why,ordinary Heathens can do this. 
True gold will comfort the fainting heart* which Alchymy 
gold will not.Think the fame of faith. 

7he emitting of it of purple] I am of their minde ths t expound 
it of Chrifts bloud, wherewith as with a canopy, ora kindc 
of heaven over head,the Church is covered and cured, .Re 5.1 6. 
&7.14 .Kom.6 1,4. Purple was a rich and dear cor mioditya- 
mongft themjfee Prw.31.22.&7.5^1^15.17. Luk- £6.19. The 
precious bloud ofChrift is worthily preferred before gold and 
/liver, 1 Pet. 1.18 J 9. 

7 he midji thereof beingpavea with love'] For Chrift loved us,and 
wafhed us with his bloud,Rw.i.<5-Healfo fils his faithful peo¬ 
ple with the fenfe of his love, who therefore canno: but find a 
great deal ofpleafurein the wayes of God,becaufe therein they 
let out their fouls into God,and taft of his unfpeak able fweet- 
nefie, they cannotalfo but reciprocate and lovehislove. So 
the bottom, the top, and the middle of this repofag place are 
anfwerablc to thofe three Cardinal graceSjfaithjhopc and love, 


1 Cor, 13. 

For tbe daughters of Jerufahm] This charret or Brn all-bed hec 
made for himfelf,hee made it alfo for the daughters of Ieruft- 
lem : for all his is theirs; Union being the ground c f Commu¬ 
nion. As wee muft doe all for Chrift, (according to :hat, §)uic - 
quid ag*s proffer Veum agar, and again, Propter te Domii e,propter te 9 
choyce and excellent Spirits are more taken up with what they 
fhdll doc for God, then what they {hall receive from God) fo 
Chrift doth all for us,andfeekes how to feal up his deareft love 
to us in all his aftions and atchicvements. “ Chrift: death and 
« bloodfhed (Taith Mr.Bradford)U the great Seal of England ^ea 
« of all the world,for the confirmation of al Patents and Per- 
a petuitiesoftheeverlafting life,whereunto hehathcalled us- 

«-This death ofChrift therefore look on as the very pledg 

« of Gods love toward thee,&c. See,God* hands are n-iyled, 
«< they cannot ftrikethec : his feetalfo 5 heecannot runnefrom 
« thee. His armesare wide open to embrace thee, his head 
« hangsdownetokiflethet 1 : his very heart is open, fo that 
««therein looke,na-y even fpy andthotllball f« no hing there- 



ChapJII. Canticles, or the Song of Songs* 


« in but love, love, love to thee. Hide thee therefore, lay 
« thine head there with the Beloved Difciple, joyne thee to 
« Chrifts chatret, as Philip did to the noble Eunuchs, This is ? 

cc theclift of the Rock wherein E lias ftood.This is forallakmg - 

Cl heads a pillow of Down,&c. 

Verf. n. Goe forth 0 yee daughters of Zion] i.e. Allyeefaith- 
foll foules whichfollow the Lord Chrift, the Lamb that 
ftands upon Mount Zion* RewZ.i4.ij4* Ye (hall not need to 
goe farre Cand yet farre yee would goe, I dare /ay, to fee 
fuch a gallant light as King Solomon in his royalty : the Queen : 

of Sheba did ) behold hte is at hand, Tel/ye the daughters of 
Zion, behold thy King cometh, &c. Matth. 21. 5 - Goe forth ; 
therefore, forth of your felves, forth from your friends, 
meanes, all, as Abraham did, and the holy Apoftles, Confel- 
fours, and Martyrs, and as the Church is bid to doe., 

Pfal. 45.10. forget alio thineowne people and thy Fathers 
houfe. Good Nazianzen was glad that hee had fomething of 
value, (to wit his learning^) to part with for Chrift. 

Horreo quicquid de meoefl utmeus ftm , laid Bernard. He that will 
come to mee muft goe utterly out of himfelfe,faith our Sa¬ 
viour. All St. Pauls care was,that he might be found in Chrift,; 
but loft in himfelf. Ambula in timore & contemptu tui & owEpift.odQibr, 
Cbrijium , ut ipfe tua omnia faciat, & tu nihil facias ,fed jisfabbatum YMmt ■ 
Chrijli , faith Luther , walkc in the fear and contempt of thy 
felf,and reft thy fpirit in Chrift , this is to goe forth to lee 


tneiuMueTi me u, -'■"****— — —- — 

tude : and the King of Sweden faid that Ihee had now taken 
the Diadem fromherown head, andfetit upon thedoubtfull 
chance of Warre. Hee that forfakes all for Chrift, and puts 
himfelfby faith under his proteftion/ubmitting to the Scep¬ 
ter of his kingdom,and fending a lamb to this ruler of the land , Ijai. 
1 6 .1 -in token of homage and fealty,his eys {hall lee the King in 
his beauty } and inftead of a Vi'vat Rex, he (hall break forth into 
this glorious acclamation, 7 he Lord if our Judg,the Lord is our 
Law-giver , the Lord is our King,andhewil/ faveus,Ejai.^^. 17. 22. 
It was St. Augufiines wi(h that he might fee Romam in foreman* 
lum in ore , & Chriflum in corf ore, Rome , as of old, flourifh- 
ing, Paul, as hec did once, preaching, and Chrift as in the 
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dayes of his flefti, going up and downe doing good There 
are that hold that by Solomon crowned here is meant Chrift 
incarnated, taking flefti, as a Crown; of his mother Mary. 
and that this was the day of bis Eff onfalls when the Word was 
made flefh, and the day of the gladnefje of bis hearty when hee 
rejoyced in the habitable fart of Gods Earth, (that is, in the hu¬ 
mane nature wherein the fulnefie of the Godhead dwelt 
bodily ) and his delights were with the fonnes of men, Prov, 
8, 31. Some underftand it of the Crowne of th»rne3 fee 
upon him by his Mother the Synagogue. Othe s the Re- 
furreftion, and that name above all names that' hee gat 
by his death. I am of Mercers minde, wha expounds it of 
that glory that Chrift hath when hee is preached up as 
the foie and abfolute Saviour, and fo beleeved on in the 
world, that the obedience of Faith is yeelded unto him. 
When faith & obedience make a perleft pair of Com pafles then 
Chrifts head is compalled with a Crown. Faith as the one foot 
is pitcht upon the Crown of Chrifts head,whiles obedience as 
the other walkes about in a perfeftcircle ofgooddutics,where- 
by hee is madeglad 9 Pjrt/.45.8. 


,P. 


Chap. IV. 


Verf. 1. 


Behold thou art fair, my Love, beholdthou art fair. 

•THou art,thou art, and I am much taken with it, fo that I 
1 cannot but fet an Ecce admirantis upon it, I am fo rapt and 
ravifhed: yea I Would that others alfo fhould behold it, and be 
enamoured with it. As the Church called upon her daughters 
of Zion, in the laft verfe of the former chapter, to goe forth and 
fee her Bridegroome in all his bravery, and to help to crowne 
hint: fo here enterchangeably, Chrift calls upon all forts to - ; 

contemplate his beautifull Bride in all the comelinefle that hee 
hath put upon her, and that Crowne of twelve Starres that 
hee hath fetupon her head, Rev. 12.1T0 that in every thing 
{hee is enriched by him,’and commeth behind in no gift, I Cor. 

1,5,7. 

Thou hafi Doves eyes'] Particularly Chrift commendeth her 
eyes, hair, teethjips,temples, neck and brefts. He that would 
praife another, is carefull to take in whatfoever of him may be 
thought praife-worthy. Chrift only is able to give his Church 
her due commendation : becaufe hee only kiiowes all men 5 And. 
mdetb not that any (bouldteflifie of man, for bee fneweth what is in 
wm«jM.2,24,25. All others that {hall undertake fucli a bufi- 
nefle, had need fay as Mr. Bradford the Marty r faith of that 
Peerelefle King Edward the Sixth. So many things are to bee Serm.ofRt - 
fpoken in commendation of Gods graces in this child (whoyet pent. 37. 

Was but one of thole many that makeup the Church, but yet 
fuch an one as that hee was the chiefeft, fo I think the holieft 
and eodlieft in the Realm of England,, faith the fame bleflTed 
Bradford) that as Saluft w itedi of Carthage, I had rather fpeake wnqMg \ icie „ 
nothing then too little, in that too much is too little. An ex- rar , ni p j n fc ~. 
aft face (faith Pliny) is feldome drawn but with great difad- j m ejingmt. 

F f f 2, vantage^ 





*44 


A Commentary or Exf option upon Chap.IV. 


Exod.2z.1g, 

1 cor. 7.3. 

2 C<?r. 11 . 


Ttefcripi.of the 
worldiChap.of 
China. 


ml. 3.18. 


joh.i. 


vantage: how much more when a bunglcrhath it iu hand ’ In 
which regard Alexander the Great forbad his por .raiture to be 
painted by any other then Apelles, ,or to bee car/ed by any o- 
ther but Lyfppus, men famous in thofe faculties. Behold here 
one that goes farre beyond them both, (the grea :eft Artifan in 
the World) penfilling out to the life, and fetting forth a com¬ 
plete Character of his deareft Spoufe, whomhee had in his 
heartto dyc^and to live with , as thcHigh-Prieft had the twelve 
Tribes,and St. Paul his Corinthians, though the mo re he loved, the \ 
lejje hee was beloved. But to come to her particular praifes, Thu j 
baft Vweseyes, thzt ii, fair, full, clear, chaft. See the Note on I 
chap. 1.if. Eyes the trueChurch hath, and thof: both opened ! 
and inlightned,/$tf.2d.i8. Shee cryes not up ignorance as the 
Mother 0)' devotion, neither doth (hee fend forth blind guides, to 
require blind obedience ,as the PopifhPddre* do with their novices; 
to put out the eys of thofe poor mifled and muzzle d knoramtiffes , 
and to lead them blindfold into the midft of their deadly ene- 
mie5,as Elift)* did the Syrians into SamarieuThe Church heredc- 
feribed hath(as Solomons wife manJher eyes in her head: yea (he 
hath two eyes when the reft of the world hath but one,(as the 
Chinois vainely brag of themfelves) a praife proper to the 
Church of Chrirt. She lifteth not up her eyes into Idols,E- 
lekj 18 ,6. but to the Holy one oflfrae/, Efai.i 7.7. her eyes are 
Veves eyes. Every child of Chrifts Church hath a fpirituall eye- 
light, an infight into the myftery ofChrift,communication of 
Chrifts fecrets, the mind of Ghrift, 1 0.2.15. Shee hath no 
blind children: for though born blind, yet Chr ft hath anoin¬ 
ted them with his eye-falve, and given both light s nd fight. But 
by eyes here we are chiefly to unaerftand Paftours tnd Minifters, 
thofe Seers, (as they were called of old, 1 Sam.9.0 Jthofe lights 
ofthe world,M<Jttb. 5 -i 4 ,i$,i< 5 . burning and Jhinirg lights, as the . 
Baptift was called , whofe Office 1 b to bee to Gc ds people, in 
ftead of eyes , as Numb. 10. 31. and to open the eyes of the 
blind, to turnethem from darknefle to light, and from the 
power ofSatan to God,&c. ^#.26.18. And thefe are to have 
Doves eyes, feeking to prefent unto Chrift every nan chaft and 
pure in the fimplicity of the Gofpell, 2 Cor. 11.2,3. 

Within thy lockf'] Seemly tyedupand covered ( as the word 
imports.) without pride or affe£Ution,not laid c ut as the man¬ 
ner is of vaine and un&amefaced women, but thick, fair, and 
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modeftly made up: to Chew the Churches modefty and humi- 
• ftty,which is the knot of every vertue, and ornament of eve- ty.no 
ry grace,as St.PefwWord hold it forth, I Pct.f.%. Thy hair is as 
a ftock^of Goates^&cf] That arc fat and well-liking; and fo their 
hair lay fmooth,flick,and fhining: By the Churches hair here, 
may be meant the community of true Chriftians, that, being as 
the hair innumerable, doe adhere to Chrift, as to their head; 
and have a promife that not one hair of that facred head (hall 
fall to the ground; and that if any fon of Beliall (hall offer to 
fteare or (have them, hee fhallanfwer it as dearely as the 
Ammonites did the like abufe done to Davids Embafia- 2 
doyrs. 

Verf. 2. Thy teeth are like a flacky of Sheep, &c. ] Handfome 
teeth fet forth a woman very well: and they are then held 
handfome when they are t.Even and well matcht; 2. Fair and 
white ; 3. thicks and/##. All this wee have here daintily fet 
forth in an allegory. And by teeth the Chaldee Paraphraft will 
have meant (and Jdiflent not) the Priefts and Levites of the 
Law, the Paftours and Preachers,think I, of the Church .* who 
as they muft be eyes to fee, fo they mull bee teeth in another re* 
gar d,viz. i. to chew: 2. to bite. Firft,they muft champ and 
chew the childrens meat for them as good nurfes; fuch as Paul 
was, 1 Thejf.z.y. and before him, E/«j,chap.28.9, Whom (hall 
hee teach knowledge, and whom fhall hee make to underftand.? 

Not the wife and prudent, not conceited perfons, that make 

Divinity only a matter of difeourfe, or come to hear only to 

exercife their Criticks, and to fit as Judges, on their Minifters 

gifts. But fuch as are wtaned from the mi\ and drawn from the 

Breafts. And how will he doe to deal with fuch, and to divide i^orofuir; 

the word aright to them > Hee will prxtwmfum ctbum in os indere , 2 Tim.1.2 

mollify their harder meat for them that it hurt not the tender 

toothlefle gummes of thefe weanlings, weaklings, Precept , faith 

he, fball be upon precept,precept upon precept* line upon line,line upon line, 

here a little , and there a little. They fhall have it as they can take 

it, neither will he put that upon them, that is not fitfor them. 

They (hall have mi lk, and not ftrong meat, or if they have, it 
. fhall be ready chewed for them. Our Saviour fpake,as the peo¬ 
ple could hear , and not as hee could have fpoken. If w have fpokpn SMcrK 4 3 3- 
tiyou, (laith hee) of earthly things, (that is,of fpirituall matters 
under earthly fimilitudes borrowed from wina ? water,&c.) and 
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i ofmorefablime matter, and myfcriesoi Qtermll liter Ml- 
iiifkrs nuift ftoop to their hearers capacities, and not be up m 
th dv Altitudes ; ordeliver their difeourfes m an high language, 

■ 

^sss^&rJitss. 

fe-fflS£WK5KC4S 

rt„ w<Ueii»M»«/«tel>Mrt» the plain fongaiwayes makes thebeS 

m, ButVfecondly) as Minifters muft .militate the childrens 
ljut eieconw yj are bound to 

Sfaristo ubuke'fbarfly thofe that am unfound in their faith, or 
” TH« moms are IbJ ' hc ‘l ,lX Kin6S ""’“f 

ss;»«ssS 

when urovokf'd') but fet their teeth m the tides ot thoi » 

liSiiSpI 

s asWd!» f *ss?as8s;fcs 
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her own blond. It is fildiS)f M^Erad- ^"'• 5 

l y preach Chriftcruched, p„LV thl [ hee came lb 

zealoufly impugn errouis. C • ^ almoft to make his 

dole in his app nations, ^. h “ 0 ft in d upright. 

hearers hearts tall down and then t. an. ^ ^ ^ J.* , 

This waspreaehm^ ^ck of a Noli metangerc, and are 

know well that moft men te> As loth they are 

apt tohatelumtlut reyra ^ & f the Idols, to hive 
■ «o ^ f earched a . S /l r,J,J was to have executed: 

their lulls mortified, a Cannot Preachers meddle on- 

Handlc hM&tfJy 9 formjfak>&' ^ a [akbadc Balaam neither 
!y with iootblsjfettuths, g - lvtnb isMini- 

curie, nor blefle at all. J • jj f inan d wickcdneffrt 

Ba8ss?^asac«» 

!'tx£-£±i 

though of it IcltVfweet ~k e ™onlmendlrions of a fet of teeth, 

J),itirecwiill«™lTheco — nutcht: fo 
whereofbcfoie. 1 • ^ having the fame love,being of 

fhould Minifters be ^'"^TafoL theLord with one 
oneace 0 rd,andof 0 nernind,Fhr/.2-.denr^^g^^^ driving for 
ihoulder,Zep^- 3 - 9 - not ^ . , £.- lty arl a in giving honor go- 

precedency, but canten fix P bran ches in the gofden Candlc- 

ing one before another- h^ the chem bims in the Temple 

ftick joyned all m ^ ’ which fome think fignified the a- 
gr“and ^nefc that (hould be between the Minifters 
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as Jerufalcms Nazarites were,L am.q.j.Purer then [now, whiter then 
milhjt&c. 

Whereof every one bears twins'] Gemcllipar^, It muf: bee M nu¬ 
tters care to bring many toGod,whom they may one day pre- 
fent with. Here am l,and the children whom thou haft given mee.A a - 
rons fonsbygeneration,are fold Lobe Mojes his Tons by inftilution 
AisdijijtrurmuKmb.^.t.SeeGaL^.t^. i Cor. 1-15. happy u the 
man that hath bis quiver full of them. 

Verb 3. Thy lips arc lily * tbreed of fcarlct] Which hath two 
comely properties,.S'};w//and A thin lip is align of elo¬ 
quence,^ 12.2c. Pitho fits upon it: as on the other iide,a thick 
lip is an uncircunicifcd lip, l-'xcd.6.12. a polluted lip, Ij'ai. 
Scarlet or coralline lips are counted a great grace,as Waite,black, 
blewifh lips are held no fmall deformity .The Churc Acs lips ate 
her Chriftian confefllons, whether to God or men. To God, 
when (lie acknowledged! his favours,(and fo covereth his Altar 
with the calves of her lips) or confefleth her lias w .th all the 
aggravations; bringing them forth as they did the veHells of 
the Sanftuary, Ezra S.34. by tale and by weight: bewailing 
and begging pardon ofall their tranlgrejlcns in a! the. r ftnnes, as 
the words are. Lev.16.2s, To man fhee confefleth, when fjiec 
makes a wife and bold profdlion of the truth ; not afraid with 
any amazement, 1 Prf.3.<5. but ready to reiift even into blond, 
Het.i2.4.The Tabernacle was covered over with red (and the 
Scarlet whore would fain peiTwadeus, that face tal ts up that 
colour for the fame intent) to note that wee mutt fand to the 
profdlion of the truth, cvehto effufion of bicud : This con. 
feflion of the mouth) Rom. 10.10. is fet forth here by lips red as 
Scarlet 3 bccauCe it muff be lively, not fady or frigid, but full of 
faith,and dyed in Chrifts blond. It is alfo deferibed by a threed 
of Scarlttjbccaiifc (as a thfced)it mutt be drawn out to the full 
length,and not cut off,fo long as life lattuh, for ary fear, or 
other by-refpeft whatfoever. Surely as Av.fUn laidc f the fcaft 
of Pcntccoft, Gaudetproduct ha;c loknv.it.is, fo imy wee fay of 
Chrittian confell’on, Jt rcjoyceth to bcchcld out to the lafr 
breath.And as the filk-worm Hrctchcth forth her fell before fhee 
fpin, and ends her life in her long wrought clew : fo is it 
with the faithfull Conf-ttour. 

And thy jfcccb is comely] Becaufe grave and graciou:,framed in 
Scripture-phrafe as much as may be: and therefore t oroely and 

dele&a- 


TTTTf *■ »**Song of Songs, __ 

laid th « . P u kc us make ufeof the language of 

Oradcs of God, l ^t- 4 - ^ ^ ha [, e/!S affeciaU loquaatatss, 

fSiSKS) * J*> ■' - 

& as It were look u P ail (he chl idren of the Church 

thus much (lay Bole an r i v . nm k not only when they enjoy 

grow <^ZfGo:vutiyXtllCo when thej beare 
tf e lw f £t Snbloudy perlkution. And confirming in a 
the red coloru 01 bleu y P thev mutt point up all to- 

kind of conformity an p 1 c ^ rift ^ an d look up continu- 

gether with the huger o < Chrift, who being firft 

ally with the eyeo *7. 

eroded , is now come to * raMte w hcn it is cut,to fignify 

Some do explain thisipi et J • 1 j> ^ of Ac Church . a s fearing 

the reverend Stmodeftcou Qr do ami{ p e . or blufhing, 

and caking heed left fhefl oul T u of lhc good workes 

if fhee hath failed. , JLf a. to an Orchard of pom - 

of Gods people; ““M L yet imperfea.- like 

irfheK^S no U rom4ranmethat hath not one rotten grain 

in Verf. 4. Thy neck is like th f * wer ?£ ^^tbetokencthate 

forcible, ereStm & ^^Xmbkcarriage of the Church,not 
invincible courage and comfortable wrriag , n h 
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rael now fiy } yet never have they prevailed again ft mee 3 &c. 1 5 pal. 129,1, 
i.&c. Neither (hall the gates of hell ever doe k : Shte (hall fee 
her feet in 1 he necks of her enemies, but her neck (as the horles 
79639.19.) {hallbe clothed with thunder 3 (o long as withftretcht 
out neck ,thee lookes up unto the hills from whence cometh her 
help,Pjdl.l21.1. Even thole everlafting hills, Gen.qy 2 6 . where 
her David (the Lord Chrift) dwells as in a Tower, and from 
thcnccfuccours her,as the people (aid once to David , 2 Sam. 18. 

, ' T j 3. Befides the frefh fupply of his f oe Spirit,Pin/. 1. 19 fortifying 

their hearts againft the tyranny of finne and terrour of hell,hee 
hathfurnilhed forhera mod admirable. Armory, viz. the Sa¬ 
cred ScriptHreswith armour that is polifhed and p: epared for 
lujlin. mod neceifary ufes. So that the Saints are thole tr.ie Arpyra- 

fpides (as Alexanders old Souldiers were called)for d denoe they 
have (behdes that pi ivy armour ofpeice with God. Phil.+.y, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoft,M-/j.8.i3.) the bred plate of righre- 
oufnelle,the girdle ol truth,the fhield of faith, and fh Does of pa¬ 
tience. And for offence they havethe fword'ofthe Spirit, and 
darts of prayer,Fffa/6.14,15,1 6 all weap'ns 0/ might meif] meet 
for fuch, and not for mean men : and all to be fctcht out of the 
Armoury of the Scriptures,by our Saviours own exs mple,Mjt. 
4 4. The Word of God hatha power in it to quail and quell 
all our fpirituall enemies, farre betterthen that wooden dag- 
ger,thac leaden Avoid of the Papifts,their holy water ;,cro(dngs, 
MedjIs,Pv.eliques,&c. This the Devil] knowes,an i therefore 
fetshis Antichridian indruments on work, to take away this 
Armouryfrom the common peoplc(as the PhiUftims took away 
all weapon* from the Ifraelites') and to give this wicked advice 
fH ciive 48. (as Briftow did) to get kereticky out of their weak and ft.lje fewer of 
holy Scriptures into the plain field of Councells and Fa’.hers.in- Which 
if they lhould doe, as wee trud they never fhall,yet -.vedare bee 
itintak. in, bold to fay with learned Whitaker, Patres in maximirfunt noftri, 

dmpiaiu in mu It is varii 3 in minimis veftri: The Fathers in moil material! 

points are for us,and not them. As fur the Papifts^w: know how 
difdainfully they rejeft the Fathers, when they nuke againd 
•Di chrifio-lib. them. Bellarmim faith, to Jrenms-fTertHl!ian 3 Eufebiui And Luther 3 
*• ca P-^ 1 anfwer,(?m7zej manifefti haretici Jjwf,They are all maiifeft here- 
ticks. When any thing in Gregory or other Ancien s pkafeth 
them not, theGlofle upon that faith. Hoc non Credo 3 orfets Pales 
agon it,or Hoc antiquum eft 3 md happened in i\k tmpore'knd Cor - 
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cZSiiSm, on Korn.?. fpeaks"out the fenfe of the whole 

rabble of them, Plus uni Pontipici crederem qu*n mil/e Aytftm*, 1 

would fconer beleeve one Pope then a thousand How 

muc h better that learned Pic M MirandulaQn Papift tooj S implies Sfyf.tn Vt- 

cotim ruftico & infanti& anicuUmagic quam Pontifici Maximo & p^fi ftp con- 

mil/e Epiftepir mietiimeft, fi ifti emtra pro Evar.^e- 

”, fecLnii wwfhouldfooner and rather belove a plain coirn- 
trvman,an infant,or an old wife then the Poland a thoufand 
Bilhops, it the former fpeak or doe according to the Scripture, 
tile latter againft it. And what a ftrong neck had Latkr.icorn- 
; ne to doop to Antichrids yoke, when he profefieth, that it 

thePope (asPope) (hould command him to receive the com¬ 
munion in both kinds, hee tvould but receive in one kind 
Ahough he were otherwife very earned to have it admtniftrcd 
in both,according to the Gofpel) led he lhould feem to receive 
the mark of the Bead? . n „ 

Verf. 5. Thy two Breafts are lik$ twoyoung Ko:s, &c J r rom 
the neck hec defeendeth to the breafts; and by thefc delcripti- 
' ons of beauty in all parts, (for the reft are to bee underftood 
though not here fpecified) is iignified, that the Spirit of rege¬ 
neration worketh upon the whole man in all manner ot ver- 
tue. Holinefle in the heart, as the candle in the Lanthorn, ap- 
pears in the body, and every member thereof.Spmt, (oul 3 arJbody 1 Theff-w. 
are fancMthrougheuf.Wke as the mod holy place,the Santkuary, 
and the outer Court of Solomons Temple were filled with the 
doud.The Churches breafts here are faid to be fair, hill,and c- 
qually matcht. Hereby fome underftand the two Tedaments, 
thofe breafts of conlblation,Ej^ 66 .1 1. fair and full ftruttmg 
with fincere milk,that her children may al fuck andbe fausfied, 
ibi. battle, grow up and increale with the increaie of God) toa 
fill ftature inChrift,! Fef.2.a.Thefe breafts are alfo fuitableand 
equalastwins:the two Teftamentsarefo infundry reTpefts For 
as the Old Teftamcnt hath tour forts of Books, viz. LegaIl,Hi- 
ftoricalljSa pienti dl Prophetical^ hath the New in a due pro¬ 
portion AnAverable to the Legal are the Evangelical,to the.Hi- 
ftorio/il are the Atts of the Apoftks,to.the Sapientiall or, Dog- 
maticallare the Epiftles( wherein as S,.?aul [principally prefleth 
Faiih fo St.Peter Hope, & Stjoba.Charity)^nd tp the Prophe- 
ticall Jpocahp , ut ftc mira fit conformity (faith Bonavcnture) non 
(dmn in continentia fcnfuum,.fcd in quadnform/tate partium^ fo that 
a e e Z. _ 


TTT- 
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there is a wondrous conformity of one 1 eft ament to another, 
not only in the famenefle of f'enfe, but in the quadriformity 
alfoof parts. And this was myftically let forth,faith he, by Kz-- 
hjel in his Vifion of the wheel with four faces, a id this wheel 
within a wheel, implying the Old Teftament in the New,and 
the New Teilament in the Old. 

BcuHci-aitu. Verf. 6 . Vntilltbe day breake^nd the ftaaon-s jh'c<:v.'ay\j.e. i ill 

that laft and great day of the Lord dawn, that cay of refrelh- 
ing ^7.3.19. that clay ot Conf()Uuion,as the Sir iaeff hath it, 
job!11.24. When everlafting joy (ball becupon the heads ofall 

EJhi. beleevcrs: they (hall obtain joy and gladne(lr,and ion ow and 
lighing a all tlce away. Till that bleflcd time C ldif (in an- 
iwerto hisSpoufesrequeft, cbap.2.17.) promifcihto get him 
to the mountains of myrrhe, that is,not to heaven (as Ionic 
ftnfefc) buttohisChurchMilitant, frequcntl / called Gods 
holy mountain, and here mountain's oj myrrhe, a;:ii hii!s of incen]; ] 

■ as in alluiion to mount Moriah, whereon the Temple was 
budded, foefpccially in reference to the prayers and good 
ivories of the Saints , thofeEvangelicall bacrilic:s wherewith 
God is well plea/cd. Some there are that comparing this with 

chap.2. 17. make theft to be the Churches words : that as there 

fhccrequcfttd fpeedy help of Chriftin the time of her furrow, 
lb here in like temptation fhee fleetli tor refuge to the mount of 
myrrhe ami bilhf frankjneenfato the holy Ordinances where fhee 
hopeth for comfort. 

Verf. 7. thou art all fair my love'] Chrifc hav' ng gratioully 
anfwercd his Spoilfes Petition with apromifto his gratious 
preftnee with her,and providence over her,proceeds in her com¬ 
mendation. A perfection ot parts he here gran :s her,(though 
not of degrees) a comparative perfeftion alfo in regard of 
the wicked, whole fpot is not the Ipot of his children, Dent. 

. . 21.5. He calls her his Spoufe in the next verfe: the Hebrew 

fo otfoT word imports th it being drefled in all her Brick attire fhee IS 

all lair, and bath perfection of beauty, Jer, 2. 32. and is al 
glorious within and without,not having fpot, wrinckle, or a- 
ny fuch tiling, but holy and fpodefle, JLphe fa. 16,27. hair he 
had called h^r before, verf.i. but now All fair, j and therefor*, 
the faireft among women, a meet mate for him who is ton er 
then all tfae children 6fmcn,PW.45-2. Not bi t that fhee hath 
whiles here, her infirmities and deformities,as tae Mo one hat 1 


theft ferve as foils to fet off her fuperexcellent beauty,or rather 
the fuperaboundant grace of Ch rift, who feethrn ftn injrnb- that 

imputethnone: but freely accepteth of his own work in 
h\s DCople,and fweetly paffcth by whatfoever is amifle in them: 
Perfeftion is that they breath after, and that which is already 
hrenn in them: they have the firft fruits ofthc Spirit,_ and all 
their ftrife is to attain to the rejwrebiicn if the uad, that is # to that 
perfcftion of holincffe that accompanieth the State of the Re- 

f'urreftion,Fbifip 3.11. r . 

Ihcre is no fpot in thee] i e. None in mine account, none fuoh 
1S t he wicked areful 0^.32.5.(See the Notethere) no Leo- 
‘a foots, that cannot be walked away with any water.Faults 
will clcape the beft man betwixt his fingers: Nimis Auguftares E 
rfrrhJn errare: In many things tve offend all : But as David faw * 
nothing in lame Aicp bilojkrfc.bnt vvhat was lovely, becaufe hec 
faw in him the features of his friend Jonathan , io God behold- 
iiW his offending people in thetoce of his Son, takes no notice 
0 fa liy thing amUfc in them; they are, as that tree of Paradife, 
Cal n fair to hiseye,and plcafant toliis palat: or as Abjalctn, 
in whom there was nobkmifh from head to foot: <0 arc they 
irrcprchenfible,and without blcmifh before the throne of .God, 

Vuf.^ 8 , Come with mec fcom Lcbmn,&c 7 \ Or, Thou foalt come 
with mee, &c. by way of promife. And it is doubled for more 
certainty : qX Nothing fhallbinder thec>t thou (halt in¬ 
deed come with mec,and injoy my. continuall preftnee. This 
Dice had begged hard for,in the former chapters and this (hee is 
now lwcctiy allured ot with a new largefle o ove ea e up 
in the kindeft compcllation Spoufe : which hgnitieth the wile 
married, and already joynui to her husband. Yea in die next 
verfe he callith her both Sifter and 5 po«je. 1 [ he neareft affinity as 
Static, and the neareft coniangumity Siffr. Thus Chriftis 
better to his people then tl.eir prayers, better then their hopes. 
HmkUb asked one life,God gave him tw03e.dj.ng fifteen yeers 
to his d.rys.p,tasked lift, and God gavet,*. Wi {.revermd f 
air. Hitherto haveyec xk]sdme nothing,Uit h.CM 1 * 
thing to wh-ar. I am ready to give you. He Hands difpofed to 
his falters, as Naffliwidid toward Gebezi, 2 king.-). Gehczt 
asked but one talent: nay take two,faith Naaman : one is too 
little, take two, And bee periled him and heaped them upon 
3 nun. 
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him, Goideals with his fervants as the Prophet did with thac 
ICe '*' widow, when hee bad her borrow vcflelt, and the crufe never 
cealed running till there was no room. Orashee dealt with the 
Sbunamite in the fame chapccr : when hee bad her ask what ihee 
needed,and (hee found not any thing to requeft at his hand?, he 
fends for her again,and makes her a freepromife of thac which 
(hecmoft wanted anddefircd,and tels her'that Gcd would give 
herafon- 

From Lebanon , Leokjrom tU tap of JmanaJJv Abanab ,as the n- 
Stnbo lib. 14 . V.T tunning under it was called 2 tfwg.5.12. And Strabo faith, 
that it was a mountain forcibly poflcficd by many tyrants. Of 
Sbmir and HermonfttcDettt. 3.9. Thefeall were haunted with 
wild beads, even Lebanon alfo, 2 Ki^g. 14. 9 though otherw fe 
a pleafant and plentifull place, Veut.$. 25 Heicby is lignified 
that the Lord Chrift from all parts will call and collcftunto 
himfelf a people : and although he find them Liov and Leopards 
(as hereJuncameable and untraftjble,he will foo:i fubdue them 
to the obedience of the faith; fo that the Lyon f lail dwell with 
the Lamb, and the Leopard lye down with thekid,E/i/x 1.6. 

all bloodinefle and rapine (hall be laid afide, as it was with the 

wild beads in Noahs Ark. Thus Fanl chat ravening wolf of the 
Tribe of Benjamin fien.^q.ty.) 16 made to preach the faith, 
which once he deftroyed, Gal. 1.23. Thus the A icient Britaines 
our forefathers, though like that Vemoniack^ in the Gofpell 
fierce above mtafure, and inhofpitall Salvages, fo that the 
Romanes could not come ac them, Chriftotar,itnfubditi, faith 
‘ferttttlian, yet they were eafily fubdued by Chrif: - and then/tfl- I 
pm evanuit frit as indief, exulavit imoianitat^cornt. t crudelitjsj aith 
Bood.in M*rat. onCj they werefodainly and ftrangely altered; r ot civilized on- 
Ctrm.lib.'i.od. ^ ^ut faoftified. So was Juft in Mart^Cypriaa, Amftin, Vergeriuf , 
AS- r<r Mon. Latimer } Jttlm Falnur, that PopUb Prieft of Canerbttry, who faid 
o24.£r»5'iV Made on one day, and the next day after came into the Pulpit, 
ibid AnnM 7 f 5 and made a long Sermon agaioftit, defiring the people to for¬ 
give him, for he had betrayed Chrift,&c. As fong before him 
speed.jdt. inWickliferdayes, and by his mcanes one chai: was the Popes 
Chaplain renounced him, proferting that hee came out of his 
Order as out of the Devills ncft,&c. Andaltho jgh not a Schol- 
A&& on ' j af j n o x f tr J would look upon the good Bi hops Ridley and 
15 5 ' Cranmer prifoners in Bocardo , but generally fee againft them, yet 

spted.tbid. the whole body of that Univerfity gave a glorious teftimony 
r under their publike fcal of fficklifei religioui; life, profound 
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learning, Orthodox opinions, exquifice writings, all furtheft 
from any ftain of herefy.See what Chrift can doe where he plea- 

feth to come in by his mighty fpirit. 

Ver .y.fboubaft ravifbed mine beart^&c. jThou haft caught it ana 
carryed it from me;fo that I amleaft mafterof it: for Animus eft 
totitM nbi amat qitamttbi animat 3 The heart-is where it loves,and ^ u pin. 
not where it iives.The Hebrew hffbmbaft bebearted me£ as we fay 
one Is beheaded,behipt,8cc.) Thou haft robbed me of my heart, 
and Iayd thy fells in the rooms: thy love is fixed in the 1 able ot. 
my heart,fo thgGhaldec expounded if. Excellently fpake he vhooreg.tn Rev. 3. 
called the holy Scripture,Cor & animam £>ez,the heart and foul o f 
God: and another Father is bold to fay,Cor Fault eft cor Chrift, r, chyfeft. 
Chrift and Paul had exchanged hearts as it were. For we have the 
mind ofCbriffftahb. h»,communication of Chrifts fecrets. And 1 Cor.2.16. 
fa rely when the Saints hide Chrifts words in their hearts,as his 
Mother Mary did,when they give.themfelves wholly up to it, as Col ^ t6 
the Macedonians did, fo that the word of Chrift wdmlleib richly • . 
in them in all Wifdom,and he,by his fpirit putteth bn Lam into 
their mindes , fo that they affent unto them^nd into their hearts , fo HeW.io* 
chat they confent unto them, and have the comfort, feeling and 
fruition of them,then is his heart ravifhed1 with his own handy 
workithen is he fo far in love withfuch a foul,as thit 3 Ejtber-ltke } 

(fas may have any thing of the Kmg.7& Kingu not he that can do a- Jer .38.5; 
ny thing againjlysit: Chrift faith ferioufly fo. His heart is become a 
very lump of love towardhis Sifter,as neareft unto him in conlan- 
guinity,his Spoufe s neareft alfo in affinity,S*$#«re/l copula cor- 
du quart, corporis.Chrift. is indeared to his peoplein all manner of 
neareftrelations.For whofoever (hall do the wil of hii Father,the 
fame is his Brother and Sifter & Mother. Mat. 12 . ^o.Andtnevtry 
Nation betbatfearetb God t and mrk*tb rigbteoufneffcjs acceptedof.bim: 

With one of thine eyes'] With that fingle eye of thine, (JHattb.6. 

22. that lookes on mee Gngly abftrafted from all other things, 
andaffeas thine heart with pure love to mee for my felf mo^e 
then for my love-tokens j that eye of faith,that looks up to my 
Mercy-feat, yea that pierceth heaven, as St. Stevens bodily eye 
did,( hee being full of the Holy Ghoft looked up Aedfaftly into 
heaven and faw Jefus ftandiog on the .right hand oiGo^ AU.y. 

Heaven is fo high above the earth,that it is a juft wonder 
that wee can look up to fo admirable an height t and that the 
ry eye is not tired in the way.But Faith hath a vifive fccu’ ty pe- 
31 Hhh . ‘ •_ cuhai 
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liar toic felf, it is the evidence ofthings not leen, 3 eb.ii. i. 

Cor 4.18- whiles it lookes not at the things which are (een,fc. with the eye of 
fenfej but at the things that arenot feen^viz.but by the eye of faith, 
whereby Mops faw hint who is invilib!e,H«2L r 1.27. Let as many 
« would behold the King in his beauty,ftudy Mops 1 is Opticb, 
get a ^atriarcht s eye, feek Chrillsday a far off,as Abraham did, 
and let him at their right hand, as David,Pfal. 16. > So (hall the 
King greatly defire their beauty, yea fetthemat his right hand 
with the Queen hisSpoufe, in gold of Ophir ; F/0/.459 3 i 1. But 
then Chrift mull fee theirc£«» of obedience as well as their eye 
c f faith, even the whole chain of fpirituull graces linked one to 
another. Thefe are the daughters of Faith, and good workes, 
the prod lifts of them,are the fruits of faith. Aschaines adorn 
the neckjfo doe true vertuesa true Chriftian: thefe ss chains are 
vilible and honourable teftimonies of alively faith,w hich works 
by love, Thefe make the true Martin e Eorquati i Seethe Notts on 
chap.l.ierf.io. 

Verf. 10. Haw fair is thy lovefHeb. Loves in the PniralJ, not¬ 
ing not only their multitude, but excellency alfo,fu :h as do far 
preponderate all carnall affeftions. Theft are laid to bee inex- 
prelfibly lair and lovely(noted by the exclamation U repetition 
here ufed,as if words were too weak to utter it)becaufe it is un- 
dificmblcd. A man may paint fire,but heecannot paint heat.A 

man may diflemblcaftionsin Religion, but he cannot diffemble 
affeftions. 2. Itisrare,and in refpeftkof commo 1 ChriftianB 
itmaybe ftidas^e/3.18. to pajfefyiowUJge: fith moft have 
little of the life of it in their breads, lelfe of the light and luftre ] 


of it in their lives- 

How mstebbetser is ib) love then wine J This fame f .iee had laid 
of him,cA<f.1.2.Now hee returnesit upon herar- is uluall among 
lovers. Hee hadconfefird hiroltlf ravifhed with hei love, ver(.$. 
Now here he (hews why he was fo. Hce found h:r not lovely 
cnly a but loving: hee had made herfo, and now :akes fingular 
delight and complacency in his own work, as once hee did in 
his work of Creation. Hee well perceived that hee lad not loll 
hfs love upon his Church, as David did upon'his Asfalom ,as Paul 
did upon his Corinthians, ( of whom hce complaints that the 
inore hee had loved, the lefie hee was beloved} a; lob upon his 
miferable comforters, whom hee compares to th; Brookes of 
Tfwrf>tbat in a moifiure (well, in a drought fail. Eat Chrift 
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fi^i^fuSdcknefTc or falfe heartednefle in his Beloved, hee 
had love for love : and as he had been a fweec friend to her, lo 
Khim. Her love was better then the beft wine f which 
vet is both coftly and comlortable) yea then all the delight- 
that chis life can afford •, fo much is implyed by ytrn here, and 
fo he is pleafed to efteem it. Unworthy free ot fo kind accep¬ 
tance oUhat little (hee can doe this way if Jce doe not tier ut- 
moft'iflhee cry not out with her fonVavidJmff love thee dearly 
rfeniint with min eulmojl Eovelsf with the fame «»dontfleot 
affeftions as is in mothers towards the fruit of'theirbodies, lo 
the Hebrew word fignifies) ?\al 18.1 - And again, Hove ! (lo fcce 
abruptly expre&th himfelf by a paffionate pang, oflovej 
the Lord hath heard the voyce of my juff hcatms.&c. 116.1. hee 
(and we may all fee)fomuch caufe to love the Lord as that 
he muft needs be a monfter and not a man,that ovc * no th 

wonder men (hould fail here,as for a river to runne backwards. 

Cand^hS 

u\U 11 ‘ThishtogivfChriftvinegarfor°wine: thisisas lake- 
warm water to his nice and naufeating ftomach, Kevel. 3. 6. QafUsn. 
There is a prophefie reported in Tcleiphorut 9 that 4ntichriff inall 
nor London But wee have a. 
more certain word,and let us take heed,left for our lukewarm- 
nefle Chrift fpues us out of his mouth. What hath been theo- 
pinion and fear of fome not inconfidcrable Divines,thac Anti- 
chrift before his abolition,(hall once again overflow the whole 
c rM-ifYVpfl- and fupprefle the whole Proteftant Churches 

^A,id the fmell of thine Oyntmmtsfhcn all fpice •] That is, of thy 
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from their firft love, or from their own ftedfaftnefe. Such 
a dead fly will caufe their once-fweet Ointments to (end 
forth a flinching favour, Ecclef, lo. 1. Corruptio opt'mi eft pej- 
fima. 

Verf. x 1 ."Thy lips^Oh my Spoufe , drop as an Hony-cemb] Heb. drop 
the Hony-comb : SoChrift cals the do&rins and pray .ts of the 
Church,her thankfgivingsjconfeflions, conferences,&c. which 
are things moft pleafing to Chrift, and doe much comfort 
and edifiethefaithfull. That golden-mouthed Preacher did 
fo pleafe the people, that it was grown to a Proverb. Better the 
S unne fhin e not, then Chryfoft om pre ach not. Ribiey t he Martyr 
a little before he was burned entreated much on that text,EJ<7/'. 
43.2. Fear not,whcn thou walkeft through the fire, thou (hah 
not be burnt, neither (hall the flame kindle upon the:: fo that 
fome of his friends prelent took fuch fweet fruit thereby (faith 
Men. Mr .Fox) that they caufed the whole fentence to be ft ir written 

3 * in Tables,and fome in their books: the comfort whcrcofin di- 

verfe of them was never taken away from them to their dying 
day. The fame Authour faith of Bifliop Ridley Martyr, tlvt he 
uflially preached every Sunday and Holydayrto who: e Sermons 
the people reforted,fwarming about him like Bees, and covet¬ 
ing the fweet juyee of his heavenly dottrine, How plcafant 
and profitable to Latimer was the private conference hee had 
with Bilney> and the like benefit had Ridley by Bradford^Luther by 
Stanpicius^Jakacius by Peter Martyr. } Junius by a countryman of 
Htrr. his not far from Flounce. Ou £75 yhWns ufa-rif ywiuav 
tivS-n. 

Bony and milk^are under thy tongue'] The language of'Canaan is 
thy proper dialed ; for Canaan was a land that flowed with milk, 
and bony , 1. with things both pleafant and profitab le. Yea 1 
doubt not (faith an Interpreter) but that under tlefe tearms 
the Holy Ghoflmeancth fit food as well for flrong nen as for 
weak ones in theChurch. Milk mod properly f dongs to 
children, 1 Cor.%. 2. Heb. 5.12,15. and hony to them of more 
Arength,as examples of the word, and reafon it fele teacheth 
fufficiently in Jonathan ., 1 .Vrfw.t4.27.and John Saptifi.Matth^.^. 
By thefe comparifons alio may well bee underflood the good 
Houfc-keeping that is in Chrifts Church. Hony and milk free 
hath ever at hand. And why hath he put thefe pro vifions un¬ 
der her tongue, bi\t that free frouldlook to lip-feeding > 
• Prov, 
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fxov.io.tz Let our words bealwayes with Gco.ce > C<il.y ..6 .Mel in 
ore verba lafthfhis becomes the Churches children. Fel in corde, 
fratti infattk) is for thofe brats of fathomlefle perdition, that 
have Adders poyfon under their ljps 3 Pfirl.j^.o.^. that being in 
the gall of bitternefleand bond of perdition, fhew themfelves 
by their words and aftions to be thefonsof the forcerefle, the 
feed of the adulterer and of the whore,whofe lips alfo drop the 
hony- comb,but'her end is bitter as wormwood, Trov. 5.3,4.I- 

’jirdthefme!! of thy garments is like the fmell of Lebanon] Which 
was palling pleafant,by reafon of the odoriferous, and fweet 
fmelling trees, that grew there. Now what are thefe garments, 
but the Churches inward graces, fay fome, outward behavi¬ 
our fay others, which is moftgratious, amiable, and fweet, as 
for above all wordly grace,as the finell of Lebanon is above the 
favour of common woods. 

Verf. 12* A garden euchfed is my Sifter , my Spoufe] Fair and fweet 
he had before affirmed her: Now fbecaufc 
Lis eft cum forma magtiapudicitu’) 

Fair women have many that wifli them and lye in wait for ^ G 
them s&i xo/rwjfaid hee to his friend diflwading 

him from marriage, If free be fair free will lightly be common, 
Chrift therefore here commends her for her purity and chaltity, 
and (hews that free was fo hedged and defen fed by Difcipline 
and Government, that none could come at her to haaard her 
Virginity, no more then they could enter into a well-walled 
Garden. Sheeopenech the gates that the righteous Nation, 
whichkeepeth the truth may enter in, Efai. 26, 2. thole 
which fubferibe with their hands,unto the Lord,E h/-44 .5 .that 
f when hee frail fay, Who is on my fide ? Who ?) doe heartily a- 
vouch him for their God, Deut. 26.17. that fly to her, as a 
cloud,and flock to her as a flight of Doves. As lor the unclean 
or any thing that defileth, free hath her porters on purpofe 
to keep them cut, 2 Chron. 23.19. Revel.ii.7y. no dirty dogge 
/hall trample on her golden pavement. See EJoi.5.2. & 35.0, 9 , 

10 . & 62 .Z. 1^.5.11,12,13. It was not permitted to^a 
doe to enter into the Acropolis or tower at Athens for his heat in ra , >s 
Vcnery, and for his ill favour, faith Plutmh. Goats likewife JV.; 
faith Varro come not there, left they fhould hurt the Olive. I- « • 
rijb ah’ will fooner brogke a Toad or (hake to live therein,then 
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- t \ K true Church (if foeemay freely exact .'e her power ) fcan- 

B'llMlcap dalous aud hereticall perfons. Papifts teach, that the Catho- 
•zJtZcckfdii- like Church confiftelh of goodand bad: and that a man may be 
htan. a true member thereof, though he have no inward vermes. We 

confefle that in all particular Congregations them are hypo- 
crites,as appeares in the parable of the Tares,of the Net,Scc.But 
yet we deny, that the holy Catholick Church me ntioned in 
the Creed hath a mixture of good ai.d bad: ‘fitli kee is the 
chaft Spoufe of Jefu« C’nrifi, who owneth no wick:d man or 
hypocrite in her : tor how fhould hee love filch, m: lefie it bee 
with a common (not with a conjugall) love, To as hee loved 
that tame young man, M<n\. to. 21. whom hepitiedas a felf- 
deceiver, like as wee pity moderate, and devout Papifts. In 
Chrifls Garden,as there is no ground but what is fpt ciall good, 
fet a part for the purpofe, fit for him to fit and wal t in for his 
IJdf.5.1. recreation,(My VVel-Belovedhath his hortyard in £ very fruit- 
full hill, in a corm-copia country) fo it is futnilhedand filled 
with thechoiceft fruits and flowers, plants of renown,andplca- 
font trees yeelding fruit according to their kind; £ nd though 
ail cannot bear Cinnamon and Balfam^yet f as in Spain there 
is faid to bee nihil infrufluofum, nihil jicrile ,nothing b.irren or un- 
fruitfull, fo) all that are planted in the boufe oftheLo ) d,doeflourifl> 
in the Courts of our Cod, they doe (iill bring forth fruit wold age, they 
are fat and flourifbing.PJal. 92.13,14. they are both aVtuofi and 
fru&uoft , 2 Prt.i .8.neither barren nor unfruitfull m the know¬ 
ledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift. And indeed how can it bee 
otherwife with Gods garden, when as hee himfelf.teeps it and 
watereth it every moment, left any hurc it, htekeepeth it 
night and day, Efai. 27.3. God fenceth it with Us Omnipo¬ 
tent arm, keepeth it from the wild Boar, and other devoratery 
evi'Js, (as Tertulhan phrafethit) better then the Garden of 
I Jen was kept with the flaming Sword. And whereas the 
Church may teem to ly open to all incurfions, this verfe thews 
that it hath a veil withinit, and avail without it: Yea him- 
lelf is a tVall of fire round about Jerufalm, Zacb. 2. <:. in allufion 
to the cuftom of thofe Eaft-countryes,wherc, by r :afon of the 
great number of wild-Beafts, fhepheards and travellers guard 
m. themfelves by making great fires round about their night-lodg¬ 

ings to keep off their approach. 

A fprwgjbutupi a fountainefealed ] A predoufly purling cur- 
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rent of grace, a fprmg of water, whofe waters fail not, Ifai. 5 8. 

ir. and whereof whofoever drinketh fhall never thirft. Job. 4. 

14. For which end itis carefully fhut up, nay fealed, that the 
granger meddle not with his joy, and that the envious man flop not 
up this welfpring with earth, as the Ph Hi flints ferved Ijaac : or 
caft bags of poifon into it,as the fpitefull Jews did once in this 
Kingdome 3 and were therefore baniihed hence for ever. It 
was wittily faid of Polydour V irgil}, Regnum Anglite, Regnum T)et s 
the Kingdom of England is the Kingdom of God. Hee meant, 
becaufe God feemed to take fpeciall care of it,as having walled 
it about with theOcean,and watered it with the upper and ne¬ 
ther fprings 3 like that land which Caleb gave his daughter: 

Hence it was called Albion quafi Olbion, the happy Country: 
whofe vallyesare like Eden, ( faith our Englijb Chronicler) speed. 
whofe hills are as Lebanon, whofe fprings are as Pifgah , whole 
rivers are as Jordan, whofe walls is the Ocean, and whole de¬ 
fence is ‘ he Lord Jehovah : Forreign writers have tearmed oui 
Country the Granary of theWeflern world , the fortunate I fland, 
the Paradife ofpleafiire and Garden of God. All this may 
much more fitly be applyed to the Catholick Church.If Juuea 
were cdled the glorious land,hecau['e ofOods prefence there 3 Z)<rtf<> 

11.and znlflard( though part of the continenObecaufe furroun- 
ded with Gods powerftill proteftion, Ifai. 20.6. and the Com¬ 
mon-wealth of Jfrael, Oceania by lo[ephw,a Godlike polity,what 
fhall wee think of that lerufalem above that is the mother of tu all: 
of thofe fealed Saints, Revel.7.3,4. this fealed fountain, fealed up, 
as to keep *c filth-free that no Camels fiir up the mud , nor 
great hee-goates foul it with their feet, E^k.34. i$. fotode- 
note an excellency (as Efai. 28.25. hordeum flgnatum, is put for 
excellentbarly) and a propriety 2 Cor.1.22. who hath alfojcaled itf s 
and given the carnefl of the Spirit inour be arts. Like as the Merchant 
fets his feal upon‘his goods,and markes them for his own. 

Verf. i$, 1 by plants arc m an Orchard of Pomcgrdnates^By plants 
are to bee underftood either particular Churches, or feverajl 
Saints 5 thefe are thofe (boots or jpreuts that fpread abroadGods Emiffiones. 
Paradife (that the word here ufed, and nowhere elfe in Scrip- prop^new 
turc,fave Ecclef.2.^. Neh. a.S.J fo called for ihe curious variety 
and excellency of all forts of pretious and pleafant trees there 
growing: fome for profit, as Pomgranates which are known 
to be healthful! andprefervative: fome for pleafiire; aRd thefe 

again. 
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—' ' ^ again were either more common and copious in Jury, as Cam* 
phires and Spikenards (p lurak both in the Originall, for the 
plenty of them in thofe parts) or more rave and co ftly, as thofe 
mentioned in the next verfe. 

~ - lm Vcr.14.Wdrd] called Mar. 14.3.& Job. 1 2. 3. Spikenard very cojtly , 
v^hivsnuitri or rathcrf as fome learned men will have it )Nard of Op if,a town 
Oppido props near Babylon, where grew the moft pretious Spikenard: and 
Babjlonem 0- w henccic was tranfported to other places,Of this j)lant fee Pint. 
pH ditto Sail* Lii }tl2 . c ,ii.a% of Cyprefle or Camphire,L/6. 12.C.1 ^.of Saffron, 
meicritS. *b.&c.i 5 of Calamus, /tf.i3.c.2j.of Cinnamon & Myrrhe/iJ.ia, 

6 c. 23.1 9. For Pomgranatcs fee the Note on v.3. of thi:- chapter.For 

Camphire fee the Note on c.i. 14. Saffron is in the Hebrew Car- 
cm : Shindler faith it fhould be read Cams with Sanech ; and fo 
it will exaftly agree with *■£im, crocus , the one, li.tely, coming 
of the other. Our Englifp comes of the Arabick Zapbran ; fo 
called of the yellow colour. Calamus or fweet Cane is a pre¬ 
cious aromaticall reed bought and brought out of far coun¬ 
treys,as appearcth by 7cr.6.2o. Ijrfi.4j.24. Cinnamon was ve« 
Gal.lib.i.An- r y rare in Galens time, and hard to be found, except in Princes 
tidtr. Storehoufes. Pliny reports that a pound of Cinnamon was 

worth a thoufand Denarii , that is 150 Crowns oi our money ; 
As for thofe trees of Frankincenfe, Myrrhe, and’ Aloes, &c. 
Rrightman thinkes they betoken tall and eminent Chriftians, as 
Calamus and Cinnamon (fhmbs oftwo cubits high or therea¬ 
bouts) doe Chriftians of a middle ftature; andNard and Saf¬ 
fron,hearbs thatfcarce lift up themfdves above thi ground, rc- 
prefent thofe of a lower rank and leffer degree of holinefle: 
■which yet have al of them their place in Gods gai demand their 
feverall fweetneffes: the Spirit of grace being .magnets inmagnis, 
me tamos in minimis, as Juguftine hath it, great in Gods greater 
children,and not little in the leaft. And though there be de- 
vcrfity of gifts, yet are th effrom jpc Spirit .as the diver fefmels of 
pleafant fruits, and chief fpices are from the fame influ^icerand 
the divers (bunds in the Organs,from the fame br ?ath.The Spi¬ 
rit of grace are thofe two golden pipes, Zacb. 4. through the 
which the two Olive-branches empty out cf themfelvcs 
the golden oyles of all precious graces into the Candle- 
flick the Church. Hence grace is called the fruitof the Spirit, 
Gal.%. 22. Yt&Spirite,Verf. 17. And albeit,as the van is, fo ah* 
ftrengtb, astheyfaid to Gideon: and God hath his children of al 
foe $, babes,young men, old men, 1 job.2.13 .yet Philad ilpbia with her 
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little ftrength may keep drifts Word and not deny his name; 

(which thofe Churches that had more ftrength are not fo cont- 
mended^and, in that little ftrength, 1 have fet open a door for thee, 
even the doore of Heaven, wide enough ; fo that none could 
fhut it, Rev. 3 8 Why then (hould any defpife the day ofJm all things'! 

Gad who hath begun a good work, his hands (hall fini(h it: 
and hee that hath laid the fou ndation, fhall in due time bring 
forth theTop-ftone thereof with (homing, crying. Grace* 

Grace unto it , Zech. 4.7,9,10. An-infant ofdayes (hall proceed 
from degree to degree, till hec be like the Ancient of dayes: and, 
thole that be planted in thehouff of the Lord (hail once fiou- 
ii(li in the Courts of our God. They (hall (fill bring forth '-•> 
fuic in old age r they (hall be fat and. flourifluag. Pjal.91. 13, 

1 \. The ffeds of the Cyprefle tree are (o very fmall, that they 

can fearfe bee feen with eyes, & tamm iniii tanta eft arbor, tam- ^ 

que procera , and yet in fome one of them is potentially (o large Hcb. 5 

and fo tall a tree. Dcfpaire not therefore of further meafu res, 

but afpire Hill co perfe&ion, Pb/L3.i 2,13. Thebldfingonman 

in the fir ft creation was lucre afe ami Multiply,in thcfecond, Grow 

in Grace, Efai. 61.3,11. And temember that growth is not al- 

wayes to bee meafured by joy, and other acceflory graces.' 

Thefe fweet bloomcs may fall off, when fruit conies on,8cc. 

Vcr.i $. A fountain 0f gardens, a. wel/,&-c.JOr, Oh fountain of the 
Gardens,&c.Vor they doebeft in mine opinion that make this to 
be the Churches fpeech to Chrift : grounded upon his former 
commendation other. And it is as if lhe fhould fay, Called 
thou me,l.ord, a Garden cnclofed, a Spring (but up, a Fountain jealed> 

True it is, l am the garden which thine one right handhath 
planted, walled,watered, &c. but for all that I am or have, 
the entire praife belongs to thee alone. All my plenty of fpi- 
i ituall graces, all my perennity of fpirituall comforts, all my 
pleafancy and fweetnefle is drived from thee: no otherwiie 
then the ftreams of Jordan are from mount Lebanon, all my (prings 
are inthee, as in their Well-head. Cerium eft nos facere quod fa- 
cimiis, fed Wefacit, utfaciamiis, faith Auguftine. True it is that 
we doe what we doe; but it is as true, that Chrift ruaketh us to 
doe what we doe. For without him we can doe nothing,; Job. 

15.5. In him is our fruit found, Hof. 14.8 • It is hec that works 
all ourworkesinus, Ijai.2tf.12. Hence it is that the Church is 
ho where in all this book deferibed by the beauty of her 
] i i hands 
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hands or fingers: becaufe hee alone doth all for h:r. The 
Church of Rowe that will needs hammer out her own happi- 
nefie (like the Spider climbing up by athreed of her owne 
weaving; and boafting with her in the Emblem Mihi joh 
dcbco ) (hews thereby of what fpirit fhee is. That wretched 
MonK dyed blafphemoufly who faid, liedde mihi aternam vi- 
tm qum debes } Pay mee heaven which thou oweft mee. And 
what an arrogant (peech was that of Vega 9 Coelum gratis non acci • 
tim,l will not have heaven of free-coft? Hxc ego feci flue ego ft - 
ct (Iieweg men to bee no better then meer Fects^ u id Luther 
wittily. This 1 have done, and that 1 have done, fpeaks 
them dregges, and dogges that (hall (land without doors, 
IU'^.22.15. Hearea child of our Church, (peaking thus of 
himfelf. - 

Fabrkm fluduit benede pictate merer 1 ; 

Scd quUquidpotuit } gloria 3 Chrifle } tun efl. 

This was Matriffare , to be like his mother, whefe Motto 
hath ever been,Ae» nobis Domine , Not unto us Lord, not un¬ 
to us, hut to thy name give thepraife, Tfal. 115.1. if I be thy 
garden. Thou art my fountain; from whence unlefle I bee 
continually watered, all will bee foon withered,and I fhallbe 
as one that inhabiteth the parched places in the wildernefie in 
a fide land and not inhabited, Jer. 17.6. In the Ifiand of St. 
•fhoWJf (bn the backfide of Africa') in the midft of i: is an hill: 
and over that a continuallcloud, wherewith the w'lole Ifland 
is watered.Such is the Lord Chrift to his Church, h of. 1 4. 5 
7. which therefore as Gideons Fleece muft needs bee wet and 
moift, when all the Earth befides is dry and dcfolate; as 
the mount aijies of Gilboah , or as St. Davids in }Va£S which is 
faid to be a place neither pleafant,fertiIc,nor fafe. 

Oh well of living ] Or, Oh f it of living and hfe-ghing waters. 
1. chriflus & caelum mnpatiuntur hyperbolen : A man can rot fay too 
£jr much in commendation of Chrift, and his Kingdome : Hurce 
the Church here cannot fatisfie her felt. A Fountain (hee calls 
him,a well, a ftream, fach as makcsgWffcif City of GcJ, even that 
pure river of the water of life proceeding out of Gods throne, 
Kev.22.1. with Ezek^^y.6. Gregory makes this Fountain to be 
the Scriptures; which he faith are like both to a Ftuntain,and 
toa pit. Some tilings in them are plain and open, and may be 
compared to a (pring, whichrunnes 'inan open a id eminent 

place 
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place. Other things therein are dark and deep,and like unto a 
pit that a man muft dive into, and draw out wi:h hard la¬ 
bour. 

And flreams from Lebanon] Watering the whole Church (as 
Jordan did the holy land) and tailing no doubt, of that fweet- 
nefie mentioned before verf. 11. Even as wee fee by experience 
(faith one^)that the waters that come out of thehils of fonreof 
the Iflands of Molucca, tail of the Cinnamon, cloves, &c. that 
grpw there. 

Verf. 16. Awake 0 North windy come thou Souths &c. ] Thefe 
winds Itee fuppofeth to be afleep, becaufe they blow not. Ru¬ 
pert™ c alls the winds Mundi fcopas the worlds Beefomes: be¬ 
caufe God makes ufe of them to fweep out his large houfe, and 
to purge the air. The Spirit of God firft purgeth and then 
watereth the faithfull, whom the Church here calleth her gar - 
dea, (though indeed it be Chrills ) by reafon of the nigh con¬ 
junction that is between him and her, Epbef.f, 30. fothat they 
both make but one myfticall Chrift, 1 Cor. 12. 12» Now wee 
all know, that to a complete Garden are neceflary 1. that it be 
well endofed, 2. Well planted, 3. Well, watered; 4. that it be 
amxna. cceli afpirationeperflabilis , well fituate for wind and air. 

3. That it bee fruitfull and profitable. The Churches Garden 
hath every of thefe good properties as appears here: And for 
the fourth, Chrift is all the diverle winds both cold and hot, 
moift anddry, binding and opening,North ancf South* fit for e- 

veryfeafon. What wind lo ever biowes, it blowes good to the 

Church, for Chrift fpeaks to them, as David did to his Cap- 
taines; Doe this young man no hurt, handle him gently for my fakei 
The Sun may not finite him by day,nor theMoon by night, fyl **r. 
The nipping North ofadrerfity,the cherifliing South wind of pro- 
fperity muft both make for him. 

Eh at the [pices thereof may flow outfl That I may be fomevyay ier- 
viceable to God, and profitable to men.She knew that in Gods 
account, to b eeidle, is all one as to beeviH : Matsh.l], 26. to bee 
unthankfull, is to bee wicked, Luk. 6. 35. Faulitm fepulU diflat Una:, 
in ertis, Celata virtw,c ould one Poet fay, and another. 

Vile latens virtus: quid enim [ubmerfa tenebria 

Proderit, obfeuro veluti fubremigepuppis , Claudia:dt 

Vellyra qu£ rtticet. vel qui ntmtemiitur arcus. corful. 

Chrift had made his Church a garden of fweeteft fweets. Her ilmr. 

1 i i 2 defire 
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~ defire is therefore that her fruits being rightly ripened, her 

graces greatned and made mature by the benignbrenhot the 
Holy Ghoft, (compared here, as elfewhere, to the kverall 
winds) their fwcemeffe may bee difpred, and convey cd to the 
lioftrills of fuch as have their faijts habitually cxercifn to di.ctrne 
goad and evi!J. As for others; their beads are fo fluffed with the 
fttnehes of the world (that great truck hillj and themfclvts lb 
choaked up with earth,as Core and his complices were,that they 
cannot relent or fa"our the things of the Ipiric; but, as Vul- 
turcs,they hunt after cat ion carcales: and as Tygcrthey are 
enraged with the fwett fmell of the Churches fpices. 

Let my Beloved come and eat his pleafant fruits] For who plants 
a Vineyard or Orchard, and eatesnotof the fruit thereof > 
i Cor, o.j. The Garden isChrifls; the pretious greets of his 
Spirit,^ andallatts of grace,thofe pleafant fmits art all his.He 
Rem. 11 .$6' alone is thetrue proprietary : foroj him,andthrough him, and to 
him are all things . Of him, as the efferent caufe 5 Through him, as 
the adnthiiftring caufej and to him, asthefinall caule, Well 
therefore may it follow , to whom bee glory for ever. Chrift 
count6 the fruits that we bear to be ours,becaufc the judgement 
and refolution of will whereby we bear them, is o irs. This 
hee doth to encourage tis. But becaufc the grace wiiertby wee 
judge, will and work aright-comes froei Chrift, afe ribe we all 
to him, as the Church doth in the former verfe; and prefent- 
ing him with the beft fruits (asthey did Jofeph) Jay as David » 
Ctdrenfidan. and after him Juftinian, ™ u ™ Of thine 

own have we given thee. 1Cbron.29.14. 
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Chap. V. 
Verf, 1. 

Jam tome into my Garden. 


S O ready is the Lord Chrift to fulfill the defires of them 
that fear him, Pfal. 145 . 1 9. Sometimes hee not only grants 
their prayer, but fulfills their counfell, Pfal.- 20.4. fits his mercy 
ad cardinem defiderii, as Auftin hath it 5 lets it be to his, even c«i/r 0./.5 .c. 
as they will. Or if he crofie them in the very thing they crave, 
they are fure of a better: their prayers they lhall have out either 
in money,or moneys worth. Chrift, though hee bee a God 
that hideth himfelf, yet he fcornes to fay unto the feed of la- 
cob, Seek, )ee mee in vain, Ejai.^ ,1^,19. that’s enough for the 
Heathen Idols, verf. 16.18. Hee is not like Eaal> whopurluing 
his enemies, could not hear his friends-:, or as Diana, that be¬ 
ing prefent at Alexanders bin h, could not at the.fametime re- 
feue her Ephcftan Tcmple from the fire.. Hee is not like Jupiter, 
whom the Cretiam painted without eares, as not being at iei- 
fureto attendfmallmatters: and whom Lucian the Atheift Nonvacatcxi 
fainethto look down horn heaven through certain creviffts^^- 
or chinckes at certain times: at which time , if Petitioners 
chance to pray unto him, they may have audience, otherWife 
not. No, nor.the eys of the Lord are upon the righteous,and his 
ears are alwayes open to their prayers, Pfal. 34. 15. FlUftlur 
iratM voc x e r-ogante Dew. Baftll. compares prayer to a ebaine, 
the one end whereof is linked to Gods eare,and the other to 
mans’tongue. Sozomen faith ot Apoliomus that he never asked 

any thing of God in all his life,that he obtained not. And ano¬ 
ther laithof Luther, Ifle virpoiuitapudDeKmtjuod voluit. That 
man could doe what he would with.Ood.i it iwas hut ask and 
have, with him. 

1 have gathered my myrrh e with my fpicej it e. I have highly ac¬ 
cepted of thy graces and good workes; thefeareto begathered 
oncly in Ch rifts garden. Hedge-fruits and wild-hcarbs, or ra- 
I i i 3 ther 
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therweedes, are every where almoft to bee had. Morall ver¬ 
mes may be found in a Cato, who was homo virtuti fmillimus , a 
man as likevertueas nuy be, faith Velleius ; And he addes (but 
lam not bound to beleeve him) ®«i mvqucm reft: fecit, ut face- 
VelUib.i. r evidcretur, fed quia aliter facere r.on foterat, that Cato never did 
well that hcc might feeme to doe lb, but becaufe hee could not 
doe other wife then well: But why then (might a man have ] 
asked the Hiftorian) did your fo highly extolled Cato take up 
the trade of griping ufury?Why did he fo fhamcfully proftitute 
his wife, fo cowardly kill himfelf > Was it not becaufe he lived 
in the wild Worlds waft, and grew not in the Churches gar- j 
den, hence his fruits were not genuine? his morill vertuesare 
but Ihining finnes, beautifull abominations^ fmoother way to j 
hell. Civil honeft men are but Wolves chained t p, tame De¬ 
vils, Swine in a fair medow,&c. Operant fr^flant, natura feraeji , 

(as the Civil Law faith of thofc mixtBeafts,Elephants and Ca¬ 
mels) they doe the work of tame Keaft,syet have the nature of 
wild ones.They are cryed up for Angularly honeft as ever lived, 
by fuchas are ftrangers tothe power of godlinefe and aliants 
from the Common-wealth of Ifrael : like as in Samaria’s fa- 
mine a cab of Doves dung was fold at a great rate, andan affes 
head at four pound. But Chrift,and fuch as have the mind of 
Chrift, are otherwife minded: they looke upon an unregene¬ 
rate man, though fober, )uft,chaft, liberal^ &e, ns a vile perfon j 
and upon all their fpecious workes, as dead worlds : when 
P/d/.i$- 4 ' as (contrarily) they honour them that feme tie Lord, and 
fet an high price fas Chrift here doth) upon their good 
parts ana prattifes. Myrrhe and fpices or aromaticall 
fruits are but dark fhadoWes and reprefentationsofthem. 

J have eaten mine bony combe with mine bony'] As it wcrecrujl and 
crumb together: not rejetting my peoples fet vie :s for the in¬ 
firmities I find cleaving unto them, out accepting what is good 
therein,& bearing with the reft,I take all wel aworth, and am 
as much delighted therewith, as any man is in ea:ing of hony 5 
whereof lice is fo greedy that with all hee devoures the comb 
jU r . Dlldley too fometimes. Chrift feedeth (faith an Expof tour here) up- 

Fenner. on all the froits of his garden, heefo much, del ighteth in it, as 

hee eateth not only th <. bony as it were^the mo ft excellent duties 
or workes of the Chinch (fee He&.13.15,16,21 ) butalfo the 
bony comb as it were the bafer femces and fruits 0 f his fpirit, of 

leaft 
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leaft account: that hee receive th of all fort moll fweetly min¬ 
gled together , both the common and dayly fruites of godli- 
nefle underfterftood in m/Vj^and the more rare ofgreater price, as 
folcmn fafts and feafts lignified by wine : both which he[driukcth 
together, that *f,acccpEcth of them all. 

Eat 3 0 friends ^9 That is, O you holy Angels ( faith the 
former Interpreter which as my Nobles, accompany ntee the 
King of Glory in Heaven, and have fome communion with me 
in the gifts I beftow onyou. Mr .Diod’te alfo thinks the fame: 

But l rather incline to thofe that by Chrifts friends here un- 
derftand thole earthly Angels, the Saints, (fee Job. 15.14. Efai. 

41. 8. Jam. 2. 23.) whom hee cheareth up and encourageth to 
fall to it luftily, andby a fanfta crapula (as Luthor calls an holy 
gluttony to lay on, to feed hard, and to fetch hearty draughts, 
till they be even drunk, with loves, (as the Hebrew here hath it) 
being ravifhed in the love of God, where they are fure to find 
it (asin hony-pots)ffce deeperthe jmeter. Such as fo eat, are 
called Chrifts friends, (by a fpeciakyJ'and fuch as fo drink,his 
Beloved,as Gregory here well obferveth: and they only do thus 
that here the Word with delight, turn it in [uccum &}anguinem , 
concoft it, incorporate it, as it were,into their fouls,and are 
fo deeply affefted with it, that like drunken men, they forget 
and let goe all things elfe,that they may retain and pra&ife it. 

Thefe are not drunk with wine,wherein is excefle,but filled with 
the Holy Ghoft,E;heJ.5.i 6. 

Verf. 2. J Jlecp } but my heart wak,eth~] It was no found fleep 
that fliee cook : Sheedidnot fnort aloud in the Cradle of fe- 
curity (as thofe doe whom the Devill hath Gaft into a deep Le¬ 
thargy) but napped and nodded a little, and that by candle-light 
too 5 as thofe wife Virgins did, Matth. 25.5. Shee flept with ta¬ 
pe!! eyes as the Lion doth : fh.ee dept but half-flccpi the fpirit 

was willing t.»wake, but the flefh was weak and r vtnvayed 

it, as it fared with thofe fkepy Difciples, Af.l1fl3.2tf.4i. Fain 

would this fltfh make ftrange of'that which the Spirit doth 

embrace. O Lord how loth is this loitering fluggard to paffe 

forth in Gods path, fa id Mr. Sand:rs in a letter to his wife a An. & non, 

little afore his death, with much more, to like pnrpofe. As ia fi/.i 35p. 

the ftate of Nature,men cared not for grace,burthought them- 

felves well enough and wife enough without: foin the ftate of 

grace, • they are not fo careful! as they fhould. Heaven muft 

bee 
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~ bee broujst to them, they will Icarce goefcck it, «Ft t.i .15. Aiid 
as the feven tribes are juftl-y taxed by Jofb*. a tor their n«U- 
gence ami (loth in not fecking fpeedily topofleffene land God 
had offered them 18.2.So may the moil of Gods people be 

iulUy rebuked for grievous fecurity about the heavenly Cana¬ 
an. They content thenfelves with a bare tide, or hang in fuf- 
penfe and ftrive not to ful aifuranee:they follow C hrift, but it 
is (as the people followed Saul) trembling : they,treftil trou¬ 
bled with this doubt, or that fear,and all bccaufc they are loch 
robe at the paints o t vwtytg out their falvatien, Fhil. 2. 12. 
Something is left undone, and their confcience tells them fa. 
Either they are lazy, and let fall the watchof theL 3rd, negleft- 
hig duty, or file they lofe themfclves in a wilderneffe of du- 
tycs by lifting in them, and by making the meaner their Media- 
tours,or by pkafing theinfdvcs (with the Church iere)in un* 
lawfiill liberties, after that they havepleafed the Lord in law- 
full duties. The flefh muft be g*atified,and fuch a luft fulfilled. 

• Mon. A little more deep, a little more dumber in Jezabels bed, ( as 
Mi \ Bradford was wont tophrafeit) Solomon niuft have his 
<^^f\yine,' and yet think to retain his wildome,E ccle r . 2.3. Samjon 
fctcha nap on Dalilahs knees, till.God, by his PhiliJHms , 

■' fend out fummons for flayers, ivake them in a fright,cure fecuri- 
tyby forrow, as Phyfitians ufe to cure a Lethai gy by cafting 

f jc Patient into a Burning Fciver. Cold difeai'cs muft have 
ot and (harp remedies: The Church here found it fo. And 
did not David,V/ten he had finned away his inward peace,and 
wiped off, as it were,all Ivs comfortables > 

It is thevoyecofmy Beloved tbst knoc^th] Sheewasnot fofaft 
afleep, but that the hidden man of the heart, (as St. I eter calls him, 

1 Ip. 3.4. ) wasawake,and his ears arreft and a tent? fo that 
ftiee foon heard the firft call, or knock of Chrif; whofe care 
was to arroufe her, that though flice flept a whil : through in¬ 
firmity of the flefh, yet fhee might not fleep.the Jlcepof death, 
Pfal. 13.3* dye in h c rfinncsas thofejewsdid, Jib. S- 21. In 
the {wearing ficknefle (that raigned for many years together in 
this Kingdome) thofe that were fuffered to fleej)(as all in that 
cafe were apt to doe) they dyed within a few hourcs. The 
beft office therefore that any one could doc them was, to keep 
them waking though againft their wills. Sem viably our Sa¬ 
viour folicitousof his Churches welfare,and kn owing her pre- 
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Pent danger comes calling and clapping at the door ofher heart, 
and fweedy wooes admilfion and entertainment: but mif- 
fethofit. Hee knockethand bouncethby the hammer of his 
Word,and by the hand of his Spirit (fee Revel. 3.20. with 2 Pet. 

1.13.) andif the Word work not on his people, they fhall hear: 
the rod, and who hath appointed it, Mic.6.9. that they may 
by feme meanes bee brought to fummonthefobriety of their 
Itnfes before their owne judgements ; and feeing their 
danger, to goe forth andfhake themlelves, a&Satnpjon did, 

Judg.16. 

Opcntomec,myfifier,my love, &c.~\ What irrefiftible Rheto- 
rick is here, what pafftonatc and moft pithy perfwafions! Ipfa 
' Suada,credo,fi loqui poffet, nonfotuiffet ubi quot ver m 

ba tot tela, qua jponj* anitnutn pcrcellant,fodicent, lancinent, l hee was 
not fo dead afleep but that fhee could heareat firft,and tell every 
title that he Paid. And this fhee doth here very finely,and to 
the full ? that (hee may aggravate againft her felf the foulneflc 
ofher faft in refilling fo fweet an offer, in turning her back 
upon foblefled and fo bleeding an embracement:the tearms and 
tides he here giveth her, are expounded before. Vndefiled or 
perfefi he calleth her for her Dove-like fimplieity,purity, and in- 
tegrity. 

For mine head is filled with dew] i. e. I have fuffered much for 
thy faltc, and waited thy leifure a long while .• and muft R 
now goe look my lodging ? Vofithouthus requite (repulfe) thy 
Lord 0 thoufoolifh woman andunwi\e? Is this thy kindnefle to thy 
friend? iVoe unto thee 0 Jerusalem : wilt thou not be madecleanb when Jer, 13,27. 
(ball it once be ? It is the ingratitude that makes the Saints finnes 
fo hainousj which otherwife would be farlefs then other niensj 
ftth his temptations are ftronger, and his refiftance is greater. 

Oh when God3 grace fhall come fuing to us,nay kneeling to usj 
when Chrift fhall come with Hat in hand,and (land bare head¬ 
ed as here, and that in foul weather too, begging acceptance, 
and bcfeeching us to be reconciled, and wee will not, what an 
inexcufable fault is this! 

Verf. 3. I have put off my Cojf] Thus the flefh (hews it felfe 
notoneiy weal^ but way war d, treacherous and tyrannic a”-, rebel! it 
doth in thcbeft,and raigne it would, if it might bee fuffered. 

This bramble would fain be playing Rex, ana doth fo other- 
whiles, till hee be well buffeted (as St. Paul ferved it, 1 Cor.?. 

K kk_ 





A Commentary or Exposition ttfon Chap.V 

27 } and brought it into fubjeaion. But what a hi y exciiie 
nuketh the Church here for her felfe ? Trouble nice not lor 1 
I am in bed, as hce laid to his friend, Luk • n • 7* clothes 
are off, my feet are wafhed, and I am compofed to a letlcd reft. 
Butare you I'o? (might Chrift have regefted.) And is that 
the part and poftureofa vigilant Chriftian? Might i; not bet¬ 
ter have helccmed you to have had your loyns girt up, your 
lamp in your hand,and your fell to have waited for your Lords 
return,that when he came and knocked y on might hi ve opened 
unto him immediately, Luk, 12.35,36? Or,beinggot tobed, 
muft you needs mend one fault with another ? Is it It ch a pains 
to ftart up againe and let in fuch a gueft» as comes not to take 
any thing from you, but to enrich you much more then once 
the Ark did Obed-Edom ? And in this fenfe fome tike thofe 
words in the former verfe, for mine bead ts filled with Jew, &c, as 
if Chrift came unto her, full of the dew ofbleflings to enrich 
her.Sure it is,that Chrift is no beggerly or niggardl} gueft. His 
reward iswith him: hce brings better commodities :hen Abra¬ 
hams fervants did to Laban, or the Queen of Sheba tD Solomon , 
even pureft gold,whiteft rayment,Soveraign eye-falve ,any thing 
every thing that heart can wifli, or need require, Revel 3 1 7-\9- 
How unworthily therefore deal they,and how il do they provide 
for themfclves, that either deny or delay to entertain him when 
cither by the motions ot his Spirit, by the words oi his mouth, 
or by the works of his hands he knocks at the doaresof their 
hearts, and-would co ne into them ? Hew doc they maty void or 
reject the counfel/oj Cod againfl themfclves , with thole unhappy 
Lawyers, Luty 7. 30.being ingrati gratia Pei, as Amirofe fpeak- 
eth, and judging themfclves unworthy of everlaftirgiife with 
thole perverfe jews. 13.46? Who ca-n fay it i; otherwife 
then righteous, that Chrift fhould regift one day upon fuch 
u n gra te fa 11 Gada rc n s, Dep art fom my: twelfth at fuch as /ay to 
him, as Felix did once to Pa«l,Guctlvo way for this time: when 
1 have a convenient fcafon I will call for thee ( 43. 24 2 6.) 
fhould hear from him, Get you to the Gods whom yce have 
choim, for 1 will not help your,&c? and that thole that would 
not obey this tweet precept, C/ftn mo me,&c. Come do vne Zachsue, 
for today 1 muft abide at thy houfe,&c. ftouldba/c no other 
kft to obey bnt that drcadfull Co)e curjed, 6’f'The Church here 
did but Juft a while & imgeiywkfl She fbonld have been up and 

about 



abi ut, and faee foon rued itdeerly, bewayled it bitterly. Now 
what was it that ftiee did / Did Ihee rate Chrift for coming at 
fuch unleafonable homes ? did Iheeanlwer him curriftly , or 
drive him from herdoore? No finely ; but only pleads excufe, 
and pretends inconvenience ; Shee had put off her astk.es groafljt her 
feet, &c. A great chare face had done ; and it would have un¬ 
done her, doubtlefte, to have drefled her again, and fet 
her fair feet on the foul ground. There is none fo wife as die 
Haggard,Pi 2d.i 6. He hath got together a great many excu- 
tes .which hce thinkes will goe for wii'dome: becaufeby them 
hee thinkes to fleep in a whole skin. Sin and fhifting came in¬ 
to the world together. But what faith the Apoftle ? Surely 
his counfell is 1110ft excellent, and worthy of all acceptation* 

H:b. 12.25. See that yte refuje not him that fpeatyth, fc: by his 
Blood, Word, Sacraments, motions of his Spit it, mercies, &c. , ^ 

Lootyto it, (as theGrqek hath it) that yes refuje not,Grt thatye (Isift & " . | 

him not off by frivolous pretences and idle excufes, as thofe re- 1 

culant gueftsdid,A'M.22.5.asMv/wwouldhavedone,E>«.3.u, 

14. 8c 4. i,io. and Jeremy, cap.x.6. Soagain, Ideb. 2. 3. H0W 
ffall wee ejcape if wee neglcftfo great Salvation ? Hee faith not, if 
wee rejeft, renounce, perfecutc, but if wee negle&,\ct flip,under- 
vulue,8cc. If when God fends forth his mercy, and his truth, 
ffal.’y 7 3. and lookesthat wee Ihould fend a lamb to that Lamb 
of God the Ruler of the land, Ejai.iC, 1. wee fend mclftges after 
hiin,faying. Wee will not have this man to rulcoYer us, Luk. 

19.14, We break his cords, thofe cords of love, Hof. 11.4. and 
kick againft his bowels * and in fleadofferving him, make him 
to lerve with our finnes^nd even weary him with our iniqui- 
ties,7p/.43-24-fl£R> fbali wee cfcapel What hill fhall hide us? tf'hat 

m * * w, i Gr> tojasjr ! 

fall bis hand from theketfy w&erche was lifeingat the latch, or I; 

fee king to put by the bar : heeteok it fo bnkindly to be fo ill | 

anfwcred, that he departed in difpleafure, and would be no far- jj 

ther troublelbme. Sleep on now (quoth he, as Mrfri.14.41 ■) and || 

tike your reft. Heethatwil/hear) let bm hear, and hee that hath a. % m 

mind W for bear, let him forbear, Ezoty 3- 2 7- butathis own per- || 

ill : the beft that can comeof it, is repentance , that fair and Hf De if| 
happy daughter of an ugly and odiousmother. Velicata res ejl p ( - t0 «f | 
Spirits Vci , faith one. The Spirit of God is a delicate thing; P UurcbA- .j 






and lice that grieves that holy thing whereby hee is h aled, by 
giving way to a spirit oi floth and (lumber,may loie hi? joy of 
faith, and goe mourning to his grave. And although with much 
ado he may get afiiirance ofpardon, yet his confcience will be 
(till trembling,as Davids,Pjal.^i. till God at length fpeak fur¬ 
ther peace: Even as the water of the Sea, after a ftorm,is not 
prefentlyftill, but moves and trembles a good whil? after the 
(formis over. Take heed therefore; Cavebis autem ft fare bis, 
Rom. 11.21. But to take the words as they are here rranflared. 
My Beloved put in bis band by the hole, that is,he touched nine heart 
by his holy Spirit: and not with Handing my difeurt eous deal¬ 
ing with him, left a fwcet remembrance ofhrmfelfbchind him. 
As hee would not away, but continued ftill knocking till hce 
had an anfwer, fo, though theanfvver pleafed him not, yet hce 
called not for his love-tokens back again, hee call her not oft^ 


as Ahafouerofb did Vafbti, (no, hee hates putting away, Mai. 2, 

1 6.) but as the Sunns with his bright beams follow cs the paf- 
fengerj that hath turned his back upon it: So deals Chrift 
Ffal.2^6. by his back-flidingpeople, Jer. 3.22. (Surely geednefe and 
ion ?.a. mer( y p a ;j follow mee all the days of my life , faith David, follow me 
though I forfakc mine own mercies, faith Jonah .) And as 
the fame Sun-beames doe convey the heat and influence thereof 
to the earth 5 thereby calling out the hearbs and flowers, and 
healing thofe deformities that winter had brought upon it: So 
doth Chrift that Sun ofR.ighteon(hefle,arife (to ivisfervants 


that are benighted with fin and forrow) with bialing in bis 
W/^;,tbat is,with the grations influence of his holy Spirit,con¬ 
veying the vertues ofhis blood to their confciences,andcaufing 
them,as by a new fpring of holy defircs and endeavo ars, to re- 
flourifh,Pfci/-4 10. 

And my Bowels-were moved for him] They rumbled,tumultua- 
ted, andniadea humming noife, as the Hebrew hah it. She 
means,that (hee had no reft in her fpirit, her heart 'that chief- 
eft of the bowels or inwards) did even quakchnd ake within 
herj her thoughts affli&ed her,fhte wasgreatlydifquietcd, and 
all for him , for the tinkindnefle (hee had offeredhimpr concerning 
him , or over him, asth fe Penitentiaries in Zachary that looked 
upon him whom they hadpierted, and (by aninftin&of the Spirit 
of grace powred plentifully upon them,) mournedfor him, or 
over him, till their fiewts became a very Hadadrmme nd fell a- 
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hinder in their bofomes like drops of water* and all for the 
indignities and injuries they had done to Chrift. 1 his is a 6 ' 

forrow according to God, or, as Cod would have it, 11Cor. 7. 9 • this is 
a repentance never to be repented of, verf to.This is that Rain¬ 
bow, which if God fee Ihining in our hearts, hee will «««*« 
his holy Covenant. The Church here tor inftance. That (hee 
furrowedafter .godly fort appearcsby thofc focn fignes f« 
downe, 2 Cor.7.11 and here in this Chapter exemplified and e- 
videnccd. 1 flip, there’s Indignation,but my heartwakfth, there s 
Apology, or clearing her felf. I aroje to ope«,there is Ifufaor .are- 
fuL% and diligence. My [oule failed when he jpahe,theses her 
Zeal, l called on him, 1 [ought him, there s her vehement .ffnrt. The 
WaUhmenfoundme , they [mote me, they unvail.-J mee, .there s hei [elf 
revenge, whiles (hee (hrank not for any clanger, but healing pa¬ 
tiently the Lords indignation, becaufc (her had finned agarnft 
hinnfhce followed him through thick and thin, m the night,a* 
mong the watch,&c.followed him hot-foot,and would not reft 
till ftec had recovered him. Loe this is the guife of a godly 
heart: it runs into fin fometimcs,but rifeth again foon after by 
repentance: it is at as much unreft till reconciled to God,as he 
that hath broke a bone till it be wellfet again. When as a pro- 
fenc E fau can fell his birth-right, c*** 

heaven)and when he hach fo donc,he can eft and drink#andujcup 
and goe his way without any the leaft remorfe or legrt . . • 5 * EJevi dtjc^bi- 

Wicked men grow worfe and worfe, faith the Apoftle. an tur.Pifcat. 
take long ilrides rowaids hell, as if they feared it would be full 
ere they came there. Some feek to out-tin oneanother like.im -■ 
happy boyes that drive who (hall goefitrtheft inthe dir t: tW«- 

it Wta pemre, filth Smcc.iEtfKdet mnegemtudentei faith M- 

L 1 in hath woaded an impudcncy in their /aces.- their fpot is 

nu rrr ■ 

fnm tom, as that in the formerverfe was repentance/»r /enne. To 
repent and yet to lyefUllmfm.tsto repent with a con.radt- 
afon, faith Tertutim, Optima « eftijhmpemtentin e/i 
fakh L«lt* r . A new life is the W repentance. Up gets the 
Church when once foundly fenflble of her fin: and leaving her 
bed of carnall ftcurity, makes after ChutS: ■«* *11 hcr might, 
with a redoubled diligenccjto make fonac amends for her tor 
met negligence. though it were 
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ere (hee ftartcd and ftirred, yet better late then not it all, We<s 
arc too much after-witted for moil pan;- - Poft-inafters.Epiwctbeuf’ 
fes:wc fee Hot our folly (bat cry with him In ctaftinu 'n jeria ) till 
wee have fmarted for it: and then wi(h 0 mib: pr<eteritos 3 
&c. 

And my hands drop with myrrhs'] that is,with the te dimonies of 
his lweetneifc left behind bin) on the lock -handles,t te better to 
allure her to his love.Phihp B:raaLhif 3 and many others tell us of 
a very precious unguent Ciimmimm becaufe made o .Cinnamon 
and other lwett odours; whofc chief commendation is,thac the 
fmcll thereof, (ifa man carries it about him) drawt s any tvo- 
man.though parting by,and minding other things to draw nigh 
to him.What truth is in this relation, I know not: but furc 
it is, that the fmell of the Gofpell, and thofe fpirituall bleffings 
which the prefence of Chrift had left behinde itjdid uotably at¬ 
tract and draw after him the Churches affe&ioiis. Goodnefie 
is of it felfattra&ive : The Greeks call it ^.oTrom and 
V AytSfo tVom dii av & HV '■ becaufeitdoth as it were invite and 
: call to it-and every man is willing to (runne after it. Chrift 
" puts a fecrct inftintt into hi* people to doe fo 5 like as nature 
’ hath put an inftinfc into the Bee, the ftork,and other creatures. 
And as the needle in a Sun-diall thac bath been touched with an 
adamant., though it may be forced this way and that way, yet it 
refts not,till it look toward the North-pole ; So ti e foul that 
hath ah quid Chrifti in it, that hath beeneonce haid-faftedto 
Chrift by a lively faith, though for a feafon it may,by the ma¬ 
lice of Satan working with corruption, differ fome decayes of 
her tirft love, be dratvn afide by fomeluft, and.entidd fo as to 
fall from former ftedfaftneffe; yet after awhile her thoughts 
will work, and the fwcct remembrance that Chrift hath 
left behinde him will make her to fay, I wiP goe and re¬ 
turn* to my fir ft husband: for then it was better with nice then 

WTP. 

Verf. 6 , I opened to my Beloved, but my Belovei had with - 
dram bimfelf and was gone] Or,He was gone,fee was gone. 1 paflionate 
complaint for hie departures which lay fo much the heavier 
upon her fpirit, bccaufe by her unworthy ufage of' iiw,ftie had 
foolilhly occafioncdit Jooles becaufe of their tranfigreftioi and becaufe 
tftheir iniquity areafflifcd ; And when affliftion comes with a 
fling in fine taile, it it very grievous. But then they cry unto the 
■ 0 Lord 
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Lord in ihtir trouble : be faveth them out of tbeir difireffe ; He findtth P/</. ro 7 .i/s 
fa word andbtaleib them, hefendeth for them by his Spirit and 
brines them back again into his own bofome,that his banipedbt 
mt expelled fremhim (2 Sam. H . although to themfelves and ci¬ 
ther s they may for prefent feem to be as M erjptlki mthtgnmi 
.he, emmet he gathered up .gain.Thofe fragrant footBcps and heart- 
attraftina (lamps of bis favour, that fweet findimg Myrrhe, 
mentioned in the former verfe, had fo eneagered and edged her 
affeCtions that foe eould not reft till (be had recovered him. She 
opened unto berbelovedpthd, prefumingupon his patience was 

in nood hone to have had him at ha nd: But patumta left jtt furor, Ur., rare Ur*. 

SSftX iwayes beare with onteviil manner, to^ 
face from usftike at r»e have behaved our felves evill in our doings. Ms c. 

* - A n d whereas fpirituall defertions are ofthree forts, i. Cauti- 
onall, for preventing of (in, as Paul femes to be. % -Probation* 11 1 
for triall and exercifc of grace, as Jobs. Pen all, for chaftife- 
ment of fpirituall floth and fluggifoneffc, as here in the Church, 

thislaftisfarretheheavieft- r f . 

My foulfailed when be fpakf] Or, btcaufe of bis fpeecb, th at fweet 
fpeech of his when he fo paflionately wooed her w. 2. Then he 
could have no audience nor admittance, now if he would but of¬ 
fer himfelfe, he might be fore of both. The word ^ckendoth 
not alwayes prcfently take effeft in the hearers, but lies long as 
the feed under a clod, till Chrift the good husbandman, come 
with fome temptation, as with his clamng-bectle, and give it 
roometo rife. Then as the water cafis up her dead after a time, 
fo doc their memories caft up that which formed buried therein 

by the help of the Holy Ghoft their remembrancer:^. 14.26. 
fob 2 22. The new birth of fome (the recovery of others onto! 
their relapfes) is likethebirth of theEkphant: fourteen years 
alter the feed it inferred into the wombe. Pt-ur remembred 
Chrifts words and repented Mat. 26. 75 . Ifwe remember not 
-vh.it hath bee’ll preached unto us, all s loft. 1 Cor. 15.2. If we _ 

I,eke, and let flip \otn,m ,ft it mhie,H,b. 2.1. If wa keep the word, **» - W 
the word will keep us. Prov.6. 22 . _ 

l fvutht him] So foon as recovered out of my fwoone, I let to 
feek h in j i The church went not co bed ,.gaine,to fleep asbeforc, 
ntithtr ftayes foe longer within, then to call her ve^e or her 
(carf over her head without any further drefle,abroad (he gets to 
feek him whom her foule Icveth. She fought him by fer.ou* 
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andfetmeditacion of the word and promife?, but rfterali that 
coile and travell (hi took therein, (he found him n ot. This i* 
the greateft griefe that can befall a good heart in this prefent 
world: it is to fuch little better then hell it (elf. 1 bat* bidjl thj 
fdce and I was troubled % Cauh David, Pjal. 30.8. Non fruflra predi¬ 
cant mentis hominum nitere Itqu'ido dit>coManube fiicctfcere , faith 
Sjmmacbw. Mens minds are eitherclear or cloudy., as the wea¬ 
ther is; but more truly good mens minds are as Gods countc- j 

nance is. It is with the godly in defertion a» with vapours ■ ' ; 

drawn up by the Sun j which when the extracting; force of the 
Sun leaves them, fall down again to the earth. And as in an j 

eclipfeoftheSun,there is a drooping in the whole frame ofna- 
ttrre •• Co it is with the faints,when Chriil withdrav/es himfelfe. 

Hell it felfe is faid to be a feparation from his prefence ; the \ 
pain of Ioffe there is worfe then the pain of fenle : the teares of 
hell arenotfufficientto bewaile the Ioffe of heaven. L timw 
igitur im VominOj fed esaeamw a recidiva. I called bhn t but he gave 
me no anfmr\ And it was but juft : for (he had dealefobyhim 
verf, 2. Chrilt loves to retaliate. Such a proportion many times . 
one may fee between finnes and punilhments, that you may fay, 
fuch a fin brought forth this aftli&ion, it is fo li Sc the father. 
Howbeit, his eare is not heavy that he cannot hence: but your 
iniquities have hid his face from you that he will not heare Efai. 

59.1,2. And this the Saints takefas welthey mayj fer a fore affli- 
ftion,Law. 3.8. when to all other their myfterieshr addeth this, 
that he will not come at them, that he cafteth out their prayers, 
that he dealei by them as the Iioneffe doth by her young ones, 
which {he fetmes foroetimes to leave, till they have r.lmoft killed 
themfelves with roaring. This is to make them more carefnll 
anothertime. NonelookattheSunbutwhenitisintheeclipfe.- 
Neither prize we (for raoftpart^) Gods loving couitenance, till 
we have loft it. In this cafe thecourfe is,to fet up a oudery after 
him,as Mieatr did after his Gods, Judg. 18.23. Or rather as the 
Church here doth after her beloved in many ftrong cryes and 
bitter tears continuing inftant in prayer, Rm. 12,1 >. The Greek 
word imports a metaphor from hunting dogs, 1 hat give not 
over the game,till they have got it. For incouragement; Sre 
the happy iucceffe the Church here had ; and further take that 
faying 0 tBrenu'w, Etiamfi pdes ttu nechtcem bominibtv, »eccalo- 
rardi ttto offerat^ tamen non abjicit Cbripuf 3 modi incrementum 
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ore/.le. Although thy faith, as fmokiag fltx,yeeld neither light 
to others,nor heat to thine owne heart : yet Chrift will not call 
thee off, fo thou pray for more, and follow thy work ciofe till 
thou have gotten it. . 

Verf. 7. The watchman that went about the city&c. J Scene 
Note on Chap. 3.3. Theminifters that walk the round, that 
watch for mens foulcs,He(.i 3 * 17* Efai.6i> 6. chat know how* 
t\ m > a word, Efai. 51.4. thefe fmote her with the tongue,they but¬ 
ted her by juft and {harp reproofs for her negligence, they m- 
veiled her fer being abroad at that time of night ( which (he nce- 
ded not to have been, but for her own flothtulncfie f they dcalc 
little better with her,then as if {he had been feme light and leud 
woman : and all this they might well doe out cf zeal to God, 
and gcdly jealoufy for her foulesgood; Unhffe it were that fyt- 
TQzrifie ofjealoupe exercifed by the falfe Apoftles over the Gala- 
Shut, Chap. 4.17. Not Papourspmt Impcftours j not Over-Jeers pout. Non Epfcvp: 
Bj-Jeers, polios grajfataresrfttam cupjdes, bomonjm I,'/ tamen fic diUi 3 ftd Apoppi. 
cut-throats rather then Keeper*, wicked men taking upen them 
to he fTatcbmen, Church-officers in name, but Church-robbers 

indeed. Such were thofe Efai. 66. 5. that hated and caf out the 
true wo; Ihippers under a pretence of,Let the Lord be glorified. Such 
an one was Diotnphes that prating prelate, that villanoufly in- ^ v ^ ft 
treated Godsfaithfuilpeople,3 Jvh> 9 ' 10. And fuch is that Man 
effin. that Antichrift of Rome, who, for fo many hundredyeares 
together, hath fmittm with the pp of wkk^dm£e s hath wounded 
and drawn blood from Chrifts deareft Spoufe, and defpoilcd her 
of herveyle: that is, laboured to difpriviledge her, and deprive 
her of that purity and foundnefle of Do&rine, that he hath com¬ 
mitted unto her, as a means to hold her in the duty of all holy 
obedience and fubje<ffion unto him. 1 Cor. 11. $ 3 6,1 o. Of thefe 
falfe friends,and deadly enemies, the Church here heavily c o^~ 
plaines, and might well have proceeded againft them as thole tlx 
Martyrs, burnt by Harpffeild , Archdeacon of Canterbury ,when 
Queen Mary lay a dying. One of thofe fix that were th:n burnt 
(and thofe were the laft) John Cornford (furred with a vehement 
zeale of God when they were excommunicated; pronounced 
fentence of excommunication againft all Papifts in thele words*. 

In the name of cur Lord Jefus Chrift and by the power of his 
holy Spirit, and authority of his holy Catholick and Apolto. ck 
Church,we doe give here into the hands of Satan, to bed* toy- 
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cd, the bodies of all thofe blafphemets and hereticks that doc 
maintaineany errour againft his moft holy Word, or doe con- 
Alt.&.Mov. demne his moll holy truth for herefie, to the maioten mce of any 
fcl t8 61. fallechurch, or fained religion: fothatby ihistky moll juft 

judgement,(O moll mighty God ) againft thine advtrfaries, thy 
true religion may be known to thy great g’ory, at d ourcom- 
tort,and the edifying of all our nation; GjodLord^ fobeit. 

Verf. %,lcharge) oh. ,0 daugburs of Jtrttfalem] Beirgovili in trea¬ 
ted by her enemies, (he turnes htr to her frienc's thofe damfdIs,or 
daughters of Jernfa'm:(§tt cbip.i. 7. ^5.5 .)fo the LordGhrift 
being tired out with the untraftablenefsof his untoward hearers, 
turnes himtohis Father, Mat. 11.25,26.King>,ts they have 
their cares and cumbers above other men,fo they had of old their 
friends (by a fpeeialty,as Hufhai was Davidj friend,2 Sam. 15,37.) 
to whom they might eafe themfelves, and take facet :ottnfec/ 9 Pfal. 
p+l 55.14, The fervants ofGcd are Primeim all lands: and as they 

* ■ . have their crolTes not a few,fo their comforts,in and 3y the com¬ 

munion of Saints. The very opining of their grievances one to 
another doth many times eafe them: as the very opening of a 
l vi ?y<s H-sin veine cools the blood: Their nnituall prayers one with and for 

Jam. 5 .16. another prevail much,if they be ter ve n r, o ithorough-w-. I ■ rv fought a 3 
in this cafe they likely wil be;for at bon wh-.ts lron 3 fo doth the face 
Vw.ij. 17. 0 f oman bit friend.And izftrrum tctifl qmd^uramnoupi ttjljroncan 
doe that fomeiimes that Gold cannot ( An In n-kty may open a 
cheft wherein Gold is laid up:) fo a meaner mans pr tyer may be 
more tffcftuall (ometimes then a bitter mans, for himfelfe. His 
owne key may berul^y.or cut of order, and ancthei mans doe it 
better. Hence the Church is fo importunate with the daughters 
of Jerufalcm ( who were tarre behind her in grace, and inthe 
knowIedgofourLordJ-fusChrift,as appears by that which fol- 
lowcs) to commend her and her raifery to Chrift. to tell him 
(whet c ever they meet with him) Bebold 3 fie when, tboubveflis 
^ fickc-, thy Church (in whom thy love is concent race as it were. 

and gather ed to an head)dotheven languifh wichlcve, and is in 
ill cafe, bell him , faith fhe, What jballje tel!him ? as the Hebrew 
hath it. An earneif and paflionate kind of fpefch ( fomewln.c 
fief 9. *4: like that in Hofia, give them 0 Lord 3 rrbat Wilt tbott gi y them ? ) as 

if {be ftiould fay,, would you know what you (ho Ad tell him ? 
even tbst which fojiovm-b,that 1 am fiefy sflove. Jec chap. 2. 5. 
verf,$. What is thj beloved more then another beloved] This capital! 

exertion 
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au'ftion is here doubled for the more vehement*;is alfo for the 
U an^enefle of the matter, whereiu they deiire much to oe better 
informed; and the rather becaufclhefo ftra.ghtly chargeth or 
rather fweareth them. Something they mull needs think was ia 

t more then ordinary; fith good people doe not u(e to-be hot 
in a cold matter.But as in the Revelation whensoever heaven opened 
fjme linauiar thing enfued : ib when the Samts be o feaous m 
a buiineiTe, fae ids of very great concernment: Great matters 
are carriedwith great movings j as, forithe divifans of Reuben J 5> 

there M ere great thoughts of great imprefllOns, great fearchingS. 

It is a common faying Admiratio fepmt pbil^opbim^lo^t- 
menc at cbe works otGod, fet men a worke to enquire into the 
f aturail caufes of them. Semblably thefe damfells of JtrufJim, 
friends to the Church, little knowing the love of the bpoufe to 
Chrift ( which faffed their knowledge ) & yet Willing to c » nj P re J 

hend with all Saints the feveralldimenfions thereof; firft they 

acknowledge her, amid ft all her miferies, to be t be fatrefl among 
women! (Set chap a .8.) as gold is gold though found in the dirt, 
or caft into the furnace ; and ftarres have their glory, though we 
fee them fometimes in a puddle,in the bottotneof a welJ, nay w 
a ftinking ditch. Secondly, they propound, to her two 
profitable qtieftio ns : the one concerning his perfon. Whereof 
wehave here a very lively andlofty ddcriptionteth 
and in his parts. The other concerning the pi c ®° fhis ^ bod ’ 

“d “i,™ he niay b= had, «** 6.to the wh,ch te mak«„- 
fwer, verf. 2. and fo her faith begins to revive, verf. J. which 
the bleflfed e&ft o( this their gracious' fi ^ n 

ference in allarts and fciences isacourfe of incredible profiting. 

Ejt aliquid quod ex magno viro vel to cento profietat, the very, Y P rev.i i.*6. 
thouehr oU good man oft doth good: bow much more when he 
openeth his mouth with wifdome, and iniHStong^ is the hw Pw . 20.5 
of kindnefle v Andfurely it isahne art to be able to pierce a man, 
thnis like a veflfcll full of wine, andl to let him a lunning. 
S/ffawoild fpeak that he might be rcfre(ht,Job 3.. ^ 

is 



28t 


A Commentary or Exfofitiou upon Chap. V. 

qtnjlio»'fick^ i T int, 6 . 4. But profitable queflions are frequently 
to be propounded with a defire to learn, and refolution topra- 
Rice: as the virgin Marydemandei or'the Angel!,L*£. 1. 34. the 
difcipIcSjofour Saviour, Job.i 6. 17,1and he refclved them : 
which he refuted to doe for the Jewts, that asked him the fame 
quelfion JoA.7.35,36. becaufe not with the fame mind and deli e. 
So that trolliik tell feeker, with his faire offer of following 
ChriftjWas rejefted : when thofe that had more honefi aim.sand 
ends heard, Come andJob. 1.4 6 t Thtte daugh. 
ters of Jerujalem doe not therefore ask,becaufe they were utterly 
Ignorant ofChrifl :but 1. That they might heare the Church 
what (lie had to fay of him.as they that love Chrift 3 Iove to hear 
talke of him;hii|vcry name is melinore , tntlosin ante &c, 2 . That 
by her difeourfe they might better their knowlcdgetfor the very 
Angels know not fo much of thismyftery but they would know 
mote,anddo therefore curioufly pry into it. 1 Pet. 1. 12. Yea to 
thefe very Principalities a/sd power t in heavenly places is nade known 
hy the Church the manifold nifdome ojGod^ in contriving mans fal- 
vation by Chrift: they cannctbutfee an abundance of curious 
•m?.v 7 niu*o{. variety is this divine wKdome, fuch as is to be teen in thebdf 
piftures or textures,as the Apotfles word importeth. dfyh.3.10. 

Verf, 10, lidy btlew-dis white and ruddy &c .Love lacks no 
Rhetorick to lay forth the thing beloved in livclfc t colours ^ 
White and ruddy? What can be more laudable and lovely? What 
can come ncaieF to a perfeft fymmctry,to a found and fure con- 

ftitution and complexion? Sure it i3thJtthetetwo,bdngcome- 
Bly mixed, doe make the moit beamifull or orient look or co¬ 
lour (fee the prophets description of t he Nazar ites Lam. 4. 7.) 
And note(faith an expofitour)that the Holy Ghoft jcineth both 
thefe together: the whitenefle making the ruddinefli more frefli 

and fuire,and the rudtiinefiedilcerning the whiteneft from palc- 

nefs of face, or phlegmatick complexion. Sed fim in hit ntyfltria 
invejligandj^l aith another) itaq-, candor rtfert divvun, Chrifina- 
Snram^ ruborhttmanam. Whireand red may lignifie Chrifts God¬ 
head and Man hood. God is called the Ancient of day’s T>an.«y.y. 
hisheadand hishairesare white I ke wool, as whiteas fiow 3 
Rev.j.i 4. Man hud llis name Adamoi the red earth,oat ofwhich 
lie was taken,Ge^.2.7. Chrift alfo, the tecondbecagiered 
with his own blood, whereby he purchas'd che Church,/?#. 
ao.28.^ a bloody Spoule fhe wastsnto him) and pa^edfor her 
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5^drd)awhkefiagofgra« a nd mercy 

fo rX ovlr Aem 7 : in token tvhereof hh «»*». « G.d .ob. red, 

ibldt men ufe »1 carry chebanner 

none life him mAe^h^Cod&^orc Lrth.hen ten 

IH" '* 3. «o ^po-b^^febatret, 

ItesniHiS 

ofBafia, I'hert wants but his mm tongue to cmir ^\ In 

jpTng <5ch“maSwide may Vpeak what they can, 

needs be of thefe that eitlier knowhun^not, or are notable^ 
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Tull, dc Or HOT. judge aright of his wo. tb, as once Cicero faid of Crafaus and An- 
toniw the Oracou.-s. N.tfqu an Origcnej nen ardd, fed nufqitam eft 
Erafinprafad ardentiar &e. faith Erafmiu.Qrig n is (never but earned:, hoivbeit 
Orig.opsra. | IS j s never more earned, then when hedifcourfeth of Chrift ; j n 
other things he may feem to cxceii others, btitin this heexeel- 
leth himfeife. The lame we may well fay of the Church in this 
place; in fitting forth the furpaffing purity and perfe&ion of 
her Spoufe ; Quern mmibw propnii jinxit cordata Minerva. And 
firrt (he makes his head to be ofthe fineft and firmeft :»old; FeJJ’e- 
£oli j fo the Arabick, from the Hebrew,calleth it: anc the land of 
Fef/i fecmeth to be named offuchgold there. Vavidi Michtam or 
gotten Vfalme comes from one of the words here ufed. For in the 
Or he is the original thus it is,Hii bead is mofi glifaring gold, yeatrvft [Aidgold. 

gold of gold, That if, his deity which dwells in him, is moll pure and glori¬ 
as Athens was ous (for the head ot Chritt isGod, 1 Cer.i 1.3.) and that fulnefs 
the 0 e:ce of Q { grace which is communicated to his humane nat are is won- 
droufly bcautifull: and fofets it forth as black curldlocks doea 
frefh countenance. 

Spetfandus nigris oculis, nigroq ; capillo efi , 

Ver. 1 2. His cyej are as the eyes of doves by the rivets tfwater &c.~] 
?. e. they are iullofall innocency, finglenefie and cliatticy : See 
the Notes on chjp. 1.1$. & 4.1. where Chriil had at iributedthe 
very fame to the Church ; who is his image and glory, as the 
woman i* of the man iCor.n.y. the very looking- glaffc of his 
dignicy,aitd reflex of his comeJiuefle, His eyes ate elfewhere 
faid to be as aflame of fire, (harp and terrible, fuch a; pierce into 
the inward parts, and needs no outward light. Hen they are as 
the eyes ej Doves catling an amiable, gracious, joy full and com- 
fonable look upon his Church. As, bis e)ei behold, Lis eyelids try 
the children of men f the one points out his knowledge the other 
his critical! defcantj Ffal. 11.4. Sohecallcth an eye of lingular 
providence and tender affe&ion upon his affifted people , 1 have 
feen, Ibavefeen, faith He, the fiiff.rings of my peoole. I know 
their jorrowes, and am come doevne to deliver them 5 HU yea fads bir 
heart, and his heart fers his hand awork for their l'uccour and 
fdfery. Ez4\. 1 .8, we read of facesjeyes s wir.gt, bands, (b e. ail to ex- 
prtffe the fufficiency of Gods providence fer all m -ans of help. 
See Pfal. 5 3 •’ 83 19. &34.16. The Church is like thr JandofC<*> 
wjxv,which is faid to be a land which the Lsrd cartth for : the eyes 
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he Lord are alwayes upon it &c. Vent. 11.1 r, He feeth that lovel;- 
lineffe in hen that he over looks all,as it were,to look upon her: 
he beholds tlut worth in her, that the buzzards of the florid 
cannot ken. Therefore the world frowes w not, refpefts us not be- 
cau ( t it knew not him, 1 Jch. 3 . 1, fawnofuch beauty, that they 
ftoulddtfire him. Efai. 53. 2. Kicefiram in f/nw,hmiclte 
bein 0 ' a cunning Artifan, finding a curious piece or work, 
and "being wondred at by one, and asked what plcafure 
he could take to hand gazing as he did on the pifture? 
anfwered, Hadftthou mine eyes, thou would!! not wonder, but 
'rather be ravifhed as I am at the inimitable art of this piece. Sem- 
blably, had men thofe dove-like fingle eyes that :Chrill and his 
people have,wafadia mi% that is,in milk-white water.*, cleanfed 
from theduft of Gnfull prejudice, and fitly fet, as a precious (lone 
inthefoileofa ring,or as the precious fiding-ftones in the holy, 
Ephod, Exod. 25.7« they would kifae. the Sonne, and admire his 
Spoufe! Whereas for want of fpirituall eyes, the Nor¬ 
thern proverb is verified unkynt , unknowne unre- 

5 *Verf. 13. Ms cheeks are as a bed of (pices'] i.e. comely and plea- 
(knt to the fight, fweit alfo to the fmell ; artolu fimiles armatum 
tlenit : flourifhing with a goodly comely fre(h and fuett beard ; 

fo declaring his face notonely to be gracious and amiable, but 
alfo full of gravity, glory, and m a jetty. There are that would 
have all thefe things to be taken lierally of Chi ills naturall bo¬ 
dy : and that here is fet downe his FTypography : But this was 
written long befortChrif! was incarnate: and therefore it must 
needs be meant in ?, .metaphorical1 and illegoricall f:nfe, haru to 
be explained. Sjo quidde fingulU jhtuam fatenr menefare, faith a 
learned interpreter.Allegoiically to handle all thefe is not in my 
purpofe or power,faith another:Gth the graces of Chritt,as they 
cannot well be expreffed, fo, by reafon of our weaknette, they . 
cannot better be dechredThe drift of the holy Ghoft isiopamt 
out unto us the fpirituall and heavenly love of his Church to 
Chritt'.whodoth not norcannot fatisfie her fell with any words, 
•orconiparifonsofthiskind. Andfecondly,to ftirup ouc hear- 
tieft and liveiieft affettions to him, that hath (uch a woiidot 
worth and wealth in him. As the worth and value of many pieces 
of filver is in one piece of gold,fo all the petty excellencies feat¬ 
ured abroad in the creatures are united in Chrift: yea all the . 

whole 
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who'e volume ofperfe&ions which is fpread through heaven and 
earth,is epitomized in hini: why dcewcnoc then nukcoutto 
Pfj. 4.him, and defpife all for hi n wirh FauP. Why doe we Plot with 
David chide our felves and others for loving vanity , tnd Jtekjng af. 
Efji.j.14. terleafirg l How Lug milt thott goe about O backsliding daughter, and 
fetch acompafle? knou eft thou not that the Lord hath created 
a new thing in t' e earth 1 a woman fhall compare a man,7^.31. 
22. that is 5 a Virgin flail conceive and beared fuune even the Man 
Chriftjefus, in whom it pleafed the Father that there ftiould 
dwell ail fulntffejO/.i.icj. Make we therefore ftraighc paths for 
0urfeetjFfffi.12.13. Let us goe fpeedily to Chrift, Zecb. 8. at. as 
bees doe to a meddow full of flowers: as Merchant* doe to the 
Indies that are full of fruits and fpices ; that wc may return from 
him, full fraught with treafures of truth and grace. 

His lips like lilliespropping facet fuelling mjnke] i.e.His word 8c 
doftrineis white,fweet, pleafant,farre 4 preading as lillies; fweet 
tothefmell, and yet bitter to the tafte as myrrh , noway plea- 
ling totheflefh which itmortifkth, calling upon a en to repenr, 
reforme,walk by rule,ft rive to enter in at the ltraig it gate, refift 
untoblood, drivingagiinltfin. Tbefethings aregtodandprufita- 
ble to men , ( as the Ape: tUe fpeaks in another cafe 1st z.8.)but they 
naturally care not to heare of them* Drap not ye, fay they, (we 
&lic.i,6. like not your lillies dropping myrrheand nitre) Ltttbofe drop or 
prephefe, that preach pica fin g things; We likeyoi r Lillies, but 
care not for your Mj rrht ; or if we fraeil it, we like r ot to tafte of 
it, becaulc little tooth fonie, however it may be wholefome. 

Verf 14. His bands are as gold rings fet with the Bei Ulj Or Chry¬ 
solite. Heb. Tarjhijh, whence our word turfy, ( as it may feem ) a 
precious ftone,of colour, blew like the skic, or (;,s others fay ) 
green like the fca : Ajb.r was graven upon this ftone, who dwelt 
nearethe Cca 3 ixod.28 20.Some write (hasin fomer times this 
ftone was moftufiially fet in fuch ring* as lovers did ufetogive 
one to another, or in marriage-rings: becaofe of the power that 
was thoughtto be in it to procure and continuelove and liking 
one of them towards another.iWhatfoever lioneii is,whether a 
BeriH,ChryfoIite,Carbuncle,Hyaciuth,Onyx,(for ill thefe waits 
it is rendredj the Churches meaning is, that all heworkesof 
Chrift s whetherin the ftate of Humiliation,or of Exaltation (for 
redemption we have by his Abafemevt , application of it by his 
Advancement) are molt rare^leaxe,precious and glo) ioui, as num- 

v bet* 
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be rs of rings filled with all manner ofcoftly ftones: they are ac¬ 
ceptable and honourable before God and man. And like as great 
men are known by their rings and rich jewels, fois Chriftby his 

Saints, the work of his hands, E/ji.64.8, 

His belly u as bright Ivory ^erlaid witbfappbirtjjHcb.hu bowls, 
in theduall. meaning his breaft and belly,and there, the heart 
and lights thofe feats of the will and affections; here, the liver, 
ftomach, entrailes, which ierve for nutrition and generation. 

By all this we may well underftandChrifts inward affeftionsout* 
wardly manifefted Thefe are true and fincere, as bngbe and 
white Ivory • they are alfo hearty and heavenly as Sapphires'. 
various alfo and manifold ficut Sappbiri cautke fnnt, His bowels 
yearn toward hisaffli&ed people,his heartis turned within him, 
his repentings are kindled together. Hof.i 1. 8. So the poet, virg. 
Itigmnit miferans gravitcr 3 dextr amq-, tetendit. 


Verf.i^. Hiilegure as pillars of marble ]A figne ofChrifts firm- 
aeffe in his kingdome,works,word,and government (“faith a lear¬ 
ned expofitour)and of his ftrength to trample upon his enemies, 
as alfo of his united power to accomplifh thccourfe of his three¬ 
fold office. Pillars both bear up the building, andbeautihe it .• 
neither can any thingbe more fure and folid then thefe,it fet up¬ 
on a firme foundation. The pillars here mentioned are laid to 
be fet upon fine gold, that is upon a foundation both nne,and hrm ; 
for gold hardly ruftech or cankereth: whence it Was (likely; 
that ifubmu* and his fon Mtmnon when they built the city oi 
Sn{* in Per fa ,they joyned the ftones together with gold, as Laj- 
Ciodom writeth 5 Chrifts power is founded upon his divine na¬ 
ture • and this is the rock upon which the Church is built, and 
whereby it is fet in fafety from all miferies andmolcftations lata- 
nicall or fecular. The gates of beU flail not prevail* againft her. 

Chrift and the Father are ene: thereforenone {hall take her out 

Of his hands. God hath laid help upon one that u mighty, even up- '9 

Oil Emannd the mighty jimng God, as he is cilled Efai^.6- declared 

to be the Son of God with power accordingto thefpint ot holi- 

neffe, by the rcfurre&ion from the dead,Rama.4. “ uh . . _ 

and hope might be in God,i Fet. 1.2 j. Truft perfectly therefore 

to, or hope to the end: forthe grace, that is to be brought unto f ror p M ^ er pe~ 

you at the Revelation of Jefus: fith he is able to fave them to the 

auermotl that come unto God by him. 1 Fet. 1. 13. Heb- 2 $» 
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H is countenance is as Lebanon ] Hisafpeft, his look cr generall 
vieWji.e.Whatfocver of himfelfe Chrift is plea fed to nu niteft and 
lay open unto usispleafant and delightfulI,goodIy andglorious, 
excellent and exitnious,choi(e as the Cedars, that are rhoftn be¬ 
fore other tiees ; and why,fee theNoteoncbap.i.iy. 

Verf. i6.hi* mouthis mojlftveet] Heb. kispalut, ( tl at is, his 
word and promifes, which areas it were the breath ofChrids 
mouth) is alljtveei. This (he had celebrated before ver. 13.but,as 
not fatisfied therewith, fne repeats it and rolls icagainasfugar 
under her tongue. She doubles this commendation; cc (hew that 
that is the chief lovely thingjin Chrift, his word: this fruit (he 
had found fweetunto her palat, cbap,2.$. and (he (par :th not to 
fet it forth, as here, the fecond time, Mallemm carere &c. We had 
rather be without fire,water,bread, (un, ayre, &c. (faith a Dutch 
Divine) then that onefweetfentenceofourblefled Saviour,Owe 

unto me allyt that are weary, &c. 

Teabe is altogether lozely'] touts totus defderabUis^ftoWy amiable: 
every whit of him to be defired. Jldofrs thought him fo, when he 
preferred the reproach oj Chrift the word part of him, ihcheavieft 
piece of his croffe, before all the treaiures in Egypt, that Maga- 
zin of the worldjHe^. 1 1 . 2 ( 5 . Thofe of this world feet o fuch ex¬ 
cellency and dtlireableneflein Chrift andhiswayes (.°/al. 22.7.) 
nor can doe, till foundly iha.ken 3 Hag.2.y.In>illJbjfy allnations 3 
and then the define all naiions^xhax is C.hr\ft 3 fball come w ith ftii ring 
affe&ions,faying as Efai.26 9. with my foule have I ciefrted thee 
in the night: yea with my fpirit within me will I feck thee early. 
Loe this is the voice of every true child of the Church : and thefe 
defiresof the righteous (ball befaikfied,Pna. 10.24. Tnis is try be - 
lovtd,&cf\ q.d .you may fee I havecaufe to feek after him; neither 
can you do better then to do likewife : how(bcver,when you fee 
him doemyerrand to him asver.y. And here we have mod ex¬ 
cellent Rhetorick, which in the beginning of a fpeec l, requires 
Trt' iftw‘milder aflfettions: in the end of itv*' ndSn (longerpallions, 
that may leave deepeft impreflions. 




CHAP. 



Whither is thy beloved gont 3 &c. 

A LI Chrifts difciples are inqiifitive after the truth 

that is in Jefiis,Ep/;4.2I.and are fellow helpers to it, 3 Job. 

8. There is alfo nefcio quid divimtm in auftultatt<me 3 as one well 
noteth,that is, a (Iran ge and ftrongenergy or forcibleneffc in hea¬ 
ring (whether publikely or in private conference) Chrift ana his 
excellencies difplayed and difeourfed of. Let but his name,as1 an 
Ointment,be powred out,and the Virgin, can doe no left then 
love him. Ca»M.3.Thcfe daughters of JerufaUm are by bearing 
thcGhurch defcribing her Spoufe and painting hi* 
colours fired up to an holy contention in godlinefle. and mi B ht 
S y but know where to have him, they would be at any pames 
opartakeof thebenefit. i Eim.6.2. They wond redat fir ft why 
fhc (hould make fuch ado about Chrift: But when they conver- 
fed a while with her,and had heard her fpeak WI ^ c h aff t aion 
and admiration,they are turned,and will “ ow g of ^ kh “ an j 
her.God is plcafed many times to water the holy m«tings ancl 
conferences of his people with blefling, bey ond^ expeaation or 
belief We (hould frame our felves to an eafie difcourfe of the 
glory of Chrifts kingdome and talkeof his power, Pfal. 145. 8,9. 
our tongues in this argument (hould be * the pen of a ready wri- 
P/T/f 45* ^ that we may be able to fpwk oft, to S 1 ?® 

with orofic and power in the beft thing 1 * ca kin2 

know what a deal of good may be done hereby M^Fax (peaking 
of Gods little flock in the dayes ofH^^intoran^of 
good books and want of teachers, thu one thing I cannot but 
marvell and mufe at 5 to note in the regifters, and c f>nMer hoW 
the w^rd of God did multiply fo exceedingly ' 

l find that one neighbour reforming and conferring wltl1 
ther eftfoones with a few words ofthyr firft or ftcond ta k did 

winandtumetheirmindsto that wherein they defired to per 
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fwade them,touching the truth of Gods Word aud Sacraments, 
8tc. In all ages fuch-as were ordained to eternall life, beleev^d 
Aft, 13,48. after that they had heard the Word of truth they beleevcd 
andwerejcrtlai. Contrariwife reprobates either refufe to heare 
Irtitkntu i/e.v, the Church preaching Chrift, Job. 8.47. Or elfe tht) hear and 
non ]nnrro£M - jear, (as Pilat with his What's tmb > in mere mockage, lob. 18. 
tis. 38.3 hear and blafpheme, Ad.1%. 4 J. or, atbeft, hear and ad¬ 

mire, and that’s all: they leave the Word where they found it, 
for any thing they will prattife. They think they doe a great 
chare to fit out a Sermon, and then commend it. Eut Wife- 
domes children will not only iuftifie her, Mrftfk. n.ip. but al-‘ 
fo glorihe her, Att. 13.48. they will feek the Lord and his 
ftrength j feck his face evermore, P/IJ/.105.4. Seek him in his 
holy Temple, feek him in and with the Church,as here. They 
know' that extra Ecclefiam nulla falus. The Church is the pillar 
and ground of truth, 1 7/W.3.1 in afinuch as by her minifte- 
ry, the authority, dignity, knowledge, vertue and u .e of the 
truth of the Gofpell is preierved in the world, and held out- 
l'b/7.2.I<f.as the hand holds forth the torch, or the watch-tow¬ 


er the light,and fo the haven,to the weather-beaten mariners. 

That nee mayfeel^biw with thee ] For he is not like to feek long 
that leeks alone; there being a notable tye to conftancy in the 
Communion ot Saints. Surely as fincerity is the life of Reli¬ 
gion : fo fociety is the life of fincerity. The Philipians had no 
looner received the Goipell, but they were in fellow (hip, to a 
day,PJ)i/.i.5, 

Verf.2.^ Proved is gone down intohis gardenjtiovt fie can tell 
where Chrift is, and inform others; who before was to feck of 
him, and fought information from others. Pofi tenebus lux , is 
the Churches Motto. Though Ifit in darkneffc,the Lor i(ballgive 
mi e light: hce will with the temptation give the iflue, away 
to get out of it, as the Moon wades out of a cloud, as the Seed 
gets up from under a clod. And fee how forward fhe is to com¬ 
municate .'her friends Anil know all that fhee can tell them. 
There is no envy in ipii itwall things, becaufe they n ay be di¬ 
vided in folidum: one may have as much as another, and all alike: 
Yea Gods people know, that the mamfefiat ion ■cf tie Spirit is 
giventhem to profit withal/, I Cor. 12.7. and that it is not powring 
out,but wantofpowringout, thatdries up the ftreames of 
grace, as of tliat.oylc, 2 King. 4, 6. What is meant fcy Chrifts 
garden, fee chap. 4. 17. with the Note: Heeisfaid to go down 
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to it, in allufion to the iituation of Jerufakw, which vras on 
an hill: their gardens being below in the frunfnll valleys. > # . 

Chrift came down to his Church: he tfe/cmW inf .the torn 

.f /the earth 3 that is, into his mothers tvomb , Ifh. 4. J. with^^ ^ 
Pf.129. iK.jea he emptied himfelf of all his excellencies,and tooke^ be ~^ 
upon him the form of a fervant,yea of an evil fervant, that was 
to be beaten. Yea more, hee humbled hitnfe/fe , and became obed:- 
ent unto deathmen the death of the Crofe,Phil.2.?.Ob humble Savi- 
our, whither wilt thou deicend? Facinusvincire civem Komantm,Cicen>, 

It was much for thefonof God to bee bound, more to bee 
beaten, moftof all to be flain , guid dicam in c rucem tollr , &c. 
well might the Apoftle fay, He humbled himfelfe. 

To the beds of/pices'] i. e. To the particular Churches, or to 
the companies of Beleevers: thefebeds, or rowes of renewed 
fouls, Chrift, as a good Gardiner, treadeth out, foweth, 
planteth,watereth,fenceth,filleth with fundry gifts and graces. 

To feed in the Gardens , and to gather Lillies j Like as men 
eoe to their Gardens either to make merry (as wee fay J or 
to gather fruits. So Chrift here, either to eat his pleafantjruites , 

Cant. 4.1 6. his peoples holy performances, better to him then 
any Ambrofta : and then to gather his Lillies , to tranfplantthem 
into heaven. Vafcitur Chriftus , quando fuorum virtutes videt (laich 
one) Lilia decerpit,quando optimum qumque ex hoc vita traducit. 

Chrift feedetb in the Gardens ,when he beholdeth the vermes of his 
people : hegatkereth Lillies, when he tranflateth good follies 

into his Kingdome above. 

Verfi 3 . I am my Beloveds, &c.] Or, lam for my Beloved, 
and he is for me, i. e. forraee only : hereftethin his love, and 
1 in mine, we will feek no further. And here her faith reviveth Plmrr.i redsr 

who in her late temptation, and defertion was in a mill and 

could not read her own graces, f Seethe Note on chap.2. 1 6.) It 
‘reviveth, 1 fay,and fetchcth out Chrift that had hid himclfe, as 
that brave woman did, A/tfr.7. 24,25. 

Verf 4. Ihouart beautiful 1 , 0 my Love, as Tirzahjh moil > 
neat and elegant City, where the Kings of Jfrael kept' their 
Courts. A place ofpleafure it was,as the very name imports;, t 
hence the Greek/ tranflateithere Goodpleafure, like as the Italians «•***«• 
call a City of theirs P lacenzst. Of the Churchesexquifite beauty 
much hath been faid before: let it ever be remembred, that all 
her beauty is-butfcforrowecf, E«k, 16. 14. Vxor fulget rttdiis 
mentis they fay in the Civil! law. I fane when he was to mar- 
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ry Rebeccafcncher jewels aforehandjthat having them /he might 
be more lovely in his eye .* So doth Chrift the fpiric of faith, 
and other graces ( befidcs the imputation of his ovfne perfeft 
righteoufnefle ) that he may delight in his fpoufe. Ana albeit 
/heehadfo difeourteoufly dealt with him, as chap. 5. 3. and 
thereupon he had ftepc a/ide for a while : yet, that fiae might 
know that he was ftill the fame, without /hadow of change ; 
and that heehated putting away, Mai. 2. 1 6. meet ing her a- 
gain hee doth marYelloufly commend her, that is, hi s own gra¬ 
ces in her: and all is as well as ever betwixt them. Homo agnoftit, 
Vm ignofeit: it is but acknowledging the debt, and Chrift will 
foon cro/Tethebooke, and cancell the handwrit ing, Col. 2. 
i^.^uimpcenitetpeccafe, pane eft innocent. Repent, and the amends 
Jer „ 2Zt is made. Return yee backsliding children, and I will bet l your back? 
' } fli dings. 

Comely as Icrufakm ] That City of the great King , g 'eat among 
theNations, and Princeffeamong the Provinces,Lam. 1.1. theglo- 
P< ,e. 1 4 . ry of the whole earth, urbiutn totias Orientis clarijfima.ft aith P liny, 
themoft famous of all the Cities of the Eaft, Or bis totiin lumen , 
as another calls it : yea, an earthly paradife, ( as J.o[pehus )foli 
cxliquefertilitate omnes civitates fuperans t i City compa rt together, 
Pfal. 122.3. The Church is all this in Chriftseftcem.’jnd,though 
the leaf}, yet not the leaf} among the Princes of'Iuda , as i: is faid of 
Bethlehem in a different refpeft,JV//c. 5.2. Mat. 2.6 . 

"terrible as an army with banners 3 i. e. Of invincible faith, and 
fpirituall courage: terrible alfo, and full of majefty, either to 
draw hearts, or to daunt them •" as Nazianzcn faith )f Athanaft- 
M, that he was Magncs, & Mamas, a Load/lone in his fwcet 
gentle drawing nature; and yet an Adamant in Hs refolute 
flout carriage ogainft thofc that were evil,and erro leous.How 
ExtdM. i4j terrible were the Israelites, encamped and bannered in the wil- 
i<>, 1 6 derne/fe unto the Moabites, Canaanites,&c. And tie like may 1 
p/tf/.. r 8.5,6 . be faid of the Huffitcs in Bohemia ( when all Germany were up t in 
armes againfl them, and worfled by them.) of the Iritaines uti- 
j). Vffter.dt der the conduft ofGtriiwitfr,fighting agaiafta mighty army of 
Britan. Ec ( [ ( f Pelagian P ids and Saxons in this Kingdome, and prevailing only 
pnmorj.pt 1 3 j« tlie three times pronouncing the word Halleluiah. Of the 
Protcftants in France at the fiege of Mountalban , wht re the peo¬ 
ple of God ufing daily humiliation, immediately before their 
tallying forth fang a P/alme, which when the eremie heard, 

they 
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they would (b^ake andi^biZ crying, They ram, the; raue GfuMi,j., • 

. Is though the wrath ol God badbeen rafting out upon them.’*- 
God is both Van and X ere in the Churches Army, Eja» 5a. 1- 
lh?LMlUcehforey*u, mltbi Coi 

Sri;E«„ lfethitis.hegreat, theuughty, and the temble 
God Nehem. 9.32. So that although. Loncatus meed at Satan & 
ItaMjdutbcr hath it, Satan nmfler up all h is forces 
Tv rants Hereticks,&c. that invade the Church,and aflaultbu 
on all fidesj yet they fhall find her invincible: Ofpugnatur led non 
exfugnatur. ^ Many a Umebave theyaffliOedme frommy youth, may 
Jfrael fay,yet they have not prevailed agamft mec, _Pfal. * 9 -*• 2 * 

Pop ulus Rom.ftfe puli* vidus, mnquam bdlo, faith Floras. The 
people of ILotHe loft many battels, but were never overcome « a 

let warre ■, at the long run they crufced ah their enennes.o 

the Church: Nay it may be truly.affirmedof her that ftie con- 
quereth 1 } even then, w hen {hee is conquered; a6 Chrift overcame 
as well by patience, as by power. So that more truly it may be 
written npon her gates, that is at this day upon[thegates of 

Or, 7 Wn» thine eyes right 
, I fove7 U . he cals Return, return, 0 Shuhrmte, &c. and 

then the fenfe is. Look up unto mee by faith. Lookjtntome , ar.A be 

yce faved all the ends of the earth , Efaj 4 J • 2 2 ’ ^ & r 4? * 

18 Blit to keep to our TranflatSon. Chrift had before con- 

feft himfelfe raviflied with one of her eyes: and here he fanh t ic 

fame in efifeft. St upenda fane dignat 10, awondeifull condefcenfi- Nnn lere r0 ^ c - 

nr ! vVe ufe to fay W# and Love cannot meet, or cohabit : be- nm„ r.ec 1 » 

caufe lo«h tlcSngofrhr foul to all ftrvirrs. But ,t 

other wife in ChriftMajcfty and Love, (even unto rav.ftment) 

n cHnhis holy heart. If the Church bee hek of love ,o- 

ward him, hee would fhee (hould know, that hee is overcome 

V'ith love towards her; and that there • no love loft be 

'' 7 btZi,*,*ftcbfO M te ,Grazing upon, and gating 
femWf -d. I liketheeat well.18ever 1 did; thylate_re- _ . 

lapfenotwithftanding: fori tinde thee more hiunble,watchfu!l, ,. x • 

thankfull for a Saviour, merciiull toothers , dcluous ot the 
ftate of perfeftion,8tc. And as a iireboncebroke, andwellftt 
again, knits and grows (hunger there, then m any other plant. 






A Commentary or Expofitiw upon Chap.YI, 


fo by thy late falling in fome fort from mee, I find: thee more 
firmly fattened unto mee ■ Thus God changcth (faith one) our 
griefiy wounds into beauty-fpots: and maketh the horrible 
tting of Satan, to be a pearl-pin to pin upon us the long white 
robe ofChrift, and todrefle us with the garment of gladnefle. 
§cec/j4p.4.i,2 3 8ec. and obferve here an addition of fome other 
parts de(cribed 3 and a more full defeription ot fomt of the for¬ 
mer : to Ihew that his love was no whit dimini! hed but ra¬ 
ther increafed. Somethingit was furely that made Mr .fox, 
the Martyrologue fay,that he got by his infirmities, and loft by 
his graces. 

Verf. 6 , 7. Thy teeth are as a fleck «f/beep 3 &c.] Secvirfk 5.^.4. 
2. with the Notts there. 

Verf* 8. There are tbreefcore Qhteenes, andfonr[core 3 fyc.] Or, as 
fome read it, hypothetically, Bee there flxty Queents t and eighty 
Cor.cubineSy (whichwerelecondary wives, ujurary the Lawyers 
call them,that had right to the bed,but no rule in :he family) 
and Virgins, or waiting Gentlewomen without number", although 
there be of other forts never fo mauy, yet My Vive , (albeit 
but one) is an only one , and beloved accordingly, fee Jer. 31. 20. 
For the allegory here ; fome gee one way te work, fome ano¬ 
ther. Let there be never fo great a number (faith one) of Peo¬ 
ples and Nations^of Churches and Aflemblyes, whit h challenge 
my name, and love, and perhaps by their outward profperi- 
ties may feeme to plead much intereft in mee, and much worth 
in themfelvcs ; yet My Vove , &c. Others think, that by 
Queens are meant true Beleevers, by Concubines hypocrites and 
formall profeflours, and by virgins , profane perfons that have 
not yet Co much as a form of godlinefle. The firft are the few- 
eft, and the la ft are the greateft number. Laftly, thtre are that 
make Queens , Concubines and Virgins , to fignifie three everal forts 
or degrees of true Chriftians in the Catholiek Chu :cb, which 
yet is but one.Some have made but fmalprogrefie ir piety,thefc 
are compared to Virgins, and are the far greater in mimber.Somt 
are got further onward, and are of better proo ': thefe are 
like Concubines, and doeexceed the Queens in number; quo 
trim perfefliores,eo pauciorcs. Some again arc eminent and cxi- 
inious Chriftians ; thefe are Queens and have mor 3 clofe com¬ 
munion with Chrift * and to this higheft degree mull all 
afpire and indeavour, ftriving to perfe&ion. Mature, Art, 

Grace, 


Chap.VI. Canticle i 3 orthe Song of Songs, apy 

Grace doe all proceed from lefle perfeft to more perfeft. Wee 
read in Scripture of a Chriftians conception. Gal 4. 19. birth, 
tPet. 1.23.8c 2.2. child-hood, 1 Cor.^.\,2. 1 Ioh. 2.13. youth 
orwell-grown age,Epbe/.4.13. old age. Act. *1.15. Mnajenw as 
a gray headed experienced Chriftian, a Father, 1 Job. 2.15. All 
muft exaft of themfelves a dayly growth, and'bee ftill bringing 
forth fruit in their old age, Pjal. y 2.13,14. Co (hall the King 
take p/eafure ftill in their beauty : fo (hall he one day fet them up¬ 
on hit right hand, (as place of dignity and fafety) in gold of Ophir 3 

PJaltf.f.iu 

Verf, *9. My Vovc 3 mine unde ft led U but one] For though all 
the forenamedraay be called Spoufes; yet they all make but 
One. Hec that bath the Bride (not Brides ) is the Bridegroom^ faith 
the Baptift.And this is a great Myftcry (faith Paul) but I fpeak 
concerning Chrift and the Church, not Churches, Ephef. y.32. 

Vna Ecclefla, quia ex una fide,per unum fpiritum najeitur,faith Epipha - 
nius, Beware therefore of the conciflon , Philip. 3.2. that is, of thofe chriftimica 
that make divifions 3 and cut the Church inminutulafruftula 3 (as eftunica. 
Auftin faith of the Vonatifls) into little peeces, and fucking Con- 11,12, 
gregations , making feparations. Peter himfelfe was blamed for 
this ; and others branded for profligate.pcofeflburs, Jude ip. 

’Thefe are they that feparatc themfelves, fenfuaP,having notthefpirit. The 
Primitive Chriftians were famous for their unity, anime anima - 
que inter fe mifeebantur , faith Tertullian. The.very Heathens ac¬ 
knowledged that no people in the world did hold together, 
and love one another fo as Chriftians did.As the curtains of the 
Tabernacles were joyned by loopes,fo were they by love. And 
as the ftones of the Temple werefo clofe cemented together^that 
they feemed to be all but one ftone:fp was it among themiNei- 
ther need wee wonder, fithCkrifts but one- neither,!* 

there any fuch onenejfe or intirenefle any where as amongft the 
Saints. Other Societies are but as the clay in the toes of Ne- 
buchadnezzars Image.’they may cleave together,but not incorpo¬ 
rate one into another. 

Shee is the onely one of her mother] i.e. Of the world fay fome, 
of the flefh fay others: but they fay beft that expound it of 
Jeru{alem,that is above,the Mother of us all. Epiphanius makes faith OaL^.zO. 
and Religion the Mother of the Church. 

The daughters faw her and blejfed her] i.e. Called and counted 
her blefled above all other people. Happy art thou 0 Ifrael ! JVho 
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• like unto thee 0 people faved by the Lord, &c. Veut. 35.2?. And 
vet at that time, they feemedto be. nothing fo happy as the 
Itfoabites, Edomites ,&c. as being in a very unletled condition m 
the wilderneflTe. So V*vid 3 What one nation in the earth is 
like thy people,like Ifrael? 2 Sam, 7.23. O bleffed is the people 
vthofe God is the Lordl P [aim. EfiEcc.efitScou- 

canx privilegiutn rarm pr* multisjn quo ejut nomcnapud t *e ' os futt «- 
TJ L U is the ftigularpriviledgc of theChurch cf Scotland, 

. , • and* they are defervedly famous for it, that ior this fourfeore 

Stc A* Tears and upwards they have kept an unity, togerher with 

fiPnprm, P : mrityof Do&rinc, without herefy , or fo much a. fchifm 
Sjmiconb this the daughters (otherChriftian reformed Churcaes) have 
[ten and blejfedber: yea the gueens and Cmubmtgtnd they 

Verf. 10. Whois (bee that looketh forth as the morning] This 1 
the commendation that the Queenes and Concubine: give her : 
and it is exprefled by way of queftion : not bccanfe they doubt¬ 
ed but for that they admired her excellency. See the like Pfal. 

n. A/ic. j. .7. Firft, the Church is compared t o the morn- 
Vj which hath no full light, butmixe: fo that light feems to 
ftrive with darkneflfe. Then fbaU thy light bre^forth as the morning 
.-w. Efai.t 8.8. The Hebrew word here ufed hath ils name from 
^ bhekneffe or dimneffe. Next (hce is faid to bee fair * the Moon 9 
which! called herLebanabAb albedine , from her whitenefre or 
bright friniug. In her full the Moon is a very beauafull and 
fair creature: And main her Ecliple, though freeware 
dark toward the earth, yet is free bright andl 
part which looketh toward heaven : So »* the Cht.rch- T he 
papifis would have this Moon alwayes in the full .' And it free 
but little light to us, orfee eclipted, they wil not yceld 
freeis the Moon. And yet (except in the Eclipfe) Aftrono- 
mers demonftrate that the Moon hath at aU tun:* m much 
light,as in the frill: but oftentimes a great part 01 the bright 
fide is turned to heaven, and a letter part to the cart a . . 
the Church is ever confpicuous to Gods eye, though it appeare 
always fo to us. The Church waxeth and w.ioeth as the 

Moon, Lnunquameticm inddiquio eji &JpHinmMef:.adeoe, 4- 
Ym numerits fidelium aliquando off ant. lit* comphuiicd o 
alonenette. ? Chrift,when hee came, fcarfe found faith upon 
2Ss?«h Tapifts thtinfelvesyeeld that there w. isbut 

ftw oth«rs that looked for the confolauon of grad. 


Chap. VI. Cant 1 c l e s, or the Son g of Son os. 

Chrift came to his own,and his own received him not, Job. 1.11. 
hee wondred at one good Nathaniel , and fets him forth with an 
Ecce admirantis. Behold an Ifmlite indeed. The mad multitude 
cryed Crucifige with one confrnt. The whole world went won- 
dringafter the Beall, Revel, 13.3,4. Of Luther it is faid, Jfie 
virtotiut orbU imfetum fuflinuit 3 that hee had all the world againft 
him, as once Athauafmhad. Latimer Caw fo few good in his 
time, that hec thought the 1 aft day had been come. Our Sa¬ 
viour foretold that toward that day, the love of many frould A6M4.1t.13. 
wax cold, but hee that endureth to the end frail be faved. Loe 
it is but a Hee, afinglemanf a very few) thatholdeth out/m 
comparifon of the many Apoftates, that fall from their owne 
ftedlaftnefle. Here then falls to the ground that Popifr and 
fottifr mark of the true Church, Vniverfality and viability. We 
deny not, that the Church is a multitude of Belcevers, and a 
Catholick company, to the which we muft joyn our fclves: but 
that free is always vifibk and afpeftable,as a city on a hil,as the 
Sun in heaven.can never be proved. As the Moone, free hath 
her waine$,and non-appearances: and when at the very bright- Lmtfiltt, 
eft andbroadeft, free may be muffled up, andovercaft with a 
cloud of perfccutioiv Such was the paucity and obfeurity of 
Chriftians in the Arrian time6, that BafiUcryts out. An Ecclefias 
[ms p rorfus dcreliquit Dominus > Hath the Lord utterly left his 
Churches,&c > The Ship of the Church was then almoft over¬ 
whelmed, faith Hienme. The Church was not then to bee 
fought in Ted is & exteriori pompa 9 in palaces and exccrnall pomp 
but in dens, mines, andprifons, faith Hilary. God hath fet 
the Moon lowed in the heavens, and neareft the earth, that it 
might dayly putus in mind of the conftancy of the one,and in- 
conftancy of the other; her felfe in fome fore partaking of 
both. 

Clear as the Sun] As having put on Chrift that Sun of Righ- 
teoufnefle, 641.3.27. Mai. 4. 2. Rev. 12.1. The Sun is fo glo¬ 
rious a creature, that the Heathens over-admiring it, deified 
it; and from the Hebrew word Chammab here ufed, called it 
Jupiter Hammon. The Greeks called it from gnclion the moft 
^igh God .Eudoxnf faid that he was made for no other purpofr 
bit to behold it: and that hee could be content to bee prelcnt- 
ly hjrnt up by the heat of the Sun, fo he might bee admired to 
comtfb near it, as to learn the nature of it. Chryfojtme can- 
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not but wonder,that whereas all fire naturally tends upwards, 
Cbiyfift tf>ffl»8rthe Sun fhouldfhoot down his.rayes to the earth; anc. lend his 
ad pop.'Anti. light abroad all below him. Chrift ( the Father of lights) 
doth the like for his Spoufes, Jam.1.17. And as the Pearl by 
theoften beating of the Sun-beams upon it j becomes radiano 
and orient as the Sun it felf: So doth the Church.; and fhall 
doe much more when fliee fhall appear -with him in glory. Then 
fhall the righteous fhine forth as die Sun in the King dome of 
their father. Matth. 13.4}. The Sun in his ftrength, compared 
to them fhall be but as a clod of clay, or as thofe things that 
fliine in the dark, but it is only from their rottenneffi. Three 
glimpfes ofthisfurpaffing glory cxpe&ed by the Saints were 
leen in Mofes his face when he came from the Mount,: n Chrifts 
jMst 17.1. tranffiguration, (when his face didfbine as the Sun, his rayment 

M r. 9 .3.* wm w hite andgl faring, fo as no fuller can white them ) and in St. 

Stevens countenance when he flood before the Councell. It 
ftiould fufficefor the prefent that the Church lookgtb fer ( or is 
looked for , fo fome render this Text) at fir Has the marring fome- 
what dark and duskifh : Shce flrall be fair, as the Mm, at leaft, 
in regard of San&ification : and for Juftification, fliee is clear 
as the Sun , fo that God feeth no finne in her; or if h :e doe, yet 
(astheSunne) hee blots out the thick cloud as well as tin cloud, the 
thickeft mift as well as the thinneft vapour, Efai. 44.12. And 
therefore to the Devilland his Angels fheenmft needs bee terri¬ 
ble as an Army "with Hanneu: becaufe as fhee marcheth under the 
2 Cor. 10.4. banner of Chrifts mercy and love, cfMp.2.4. fo the 1 /capons of 
her warfare are not carnall but mighty through God, &c. and 
doe ftrikeas great a terrour into her enemies, as once Chrift did 
into thofe ruffian fouldiers tjhat came : to .apprehend him, 
Greg Orat.de or as Baflll. did into Vdens t]>e Eipperour thatqune to di- 
iaudeBafiL fturb him when hee was in holy exercifes. See ti e Note on 
verf. 4. of this chapter. 

Verf. 11. I went down into the garden ofNuts] Or Nutmegs,Ere- 
inclliut and thofe that follow him, render it the wei -drcjfcd or 
pruned Gardens Thefeare the particular Churches, ;.nd feverall 
Saints 5 Chrifts myfticall anafpintuall garden, that need much 
pruning and trimming.Of all pofteflions, "Nulla maprtm opcrair 
requirit ,faith Cato ,none requirethfo much pains t<_ bee tak'n 
with it asaGarden or Orchard ,Corn conies up and grows ah ne: 
ripeuethaud conieth to perfection 3 the husbandman fl?P in g 

* -. and 
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and waking,8cc. QMark^ 3.) he knows not how. But Gardens 
muftbedrefled, trimmed, pruned pared, almoft every day- 5 or 
all will be out of order. Chrift therefore as a carefull Gardner, 
uip ttrfstSK/ps, futatrfurgat, ainputat, weeds, lops prunee, his gar¬ 
den, Jofi.i 5 .2. Be carefull therefore ("faith a Worthy Divine) 

Chrift walke’s in his Garden,fpyes how many raw, unripe, i«- 
digefted pifayers,8tc, hang on fuch a branch; What gumme of 
pride,what leaves or luxuriant fprigs and rotten boughes there 
are 5 and with his pruning-knife cuts and flafhes where hee fees 
things amide, &c. Thus hee. Neither may wee thinke that 
Chrift doth this Or any of this in ill-will: but out of fingular 
love and faithfulnefle to our foules,which elfe would foone bee 
wofully over-grown with the weeds of wickedneffe; as a neg- 
lefted garden. The wic*ked,God never medleth with Cas I may 
fo fay) till become with his axe to hew them down to the fir« 
becaufe hee findes them incorrigible. Let him alone, faith Acf.*, >/• 
God concerning Ephraim ; And, why fbould yee bee [mitten any fa' 1 * 
more,f thye revolt more andmore? They have a _ great deal of free- 
dome for prefent: but the end is utter extirpation. Non fur- 
get hie apftio. Nebcin. 1.9 .they fhall totally and finally be Con- 
fumed at once. 

To fee the fruites of the valley ] Green vafly-plants : that 
is, the humble fpirits which tremble at Gods lEord, and 
prefent him with the firft ripe fruits, which his foul defireth. 

M/V.7.1. 

And to fee whether the vine■ flour ifhedf Thefe Vines and Pofh- 
granates are the faithfull: who are compared to thefe trees,tor 
the plenty and fweetndTe of their fruits. Chrift came to fee 
whether the former were flowring, and the latterbudding: to 
{eeifthere were any hopes of ripe fruit in due time: for hee 
liketh not thofe eut-landifh plants, that every year bud and 
bloflom, but never Bring any fruit to ks perfection. No : 
v.-hen he hath done all that can be done for his Vineyard, hee 
lookes for fruit , Ejai. y.'2. Matth. 21.3 4.For who, faith he, plant- 1 Cor.9. 7, 
eth a Vineyard andeateth not of the fruit thereof > Vanda igitur efl efe- 
rauthujusdgricol.ev9tisrefpondeami».' Anfwer Chrifts expecta¬ 
tion • or hee will lay down his basket, and take up his axe, 

Lily. 13.7. 

Vrf. 12. Or ever 1 was aware,-my foule^&c. Heb. 1 kricw^ not. 

So Cv-'ift fpeaketh after the manner of men: And ft is as if he 

Nan 3_ ffiouldi .. 
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fcoald fay ; I could notconceive that my people were in fo 
coodaforwardadie as indeed I found them: tor they have o- 
ver and above anfwered mine expeaation,hcingf«// ifgoodxefc, 
as thofe beleeving Romanes,chap. 15. i ^filled mtb all kn wlcdge^nd 
alwayes abounding in the work of the Lord ; tiom whom 
therefore they thall be fore, to receive a full reward, s.Iob.8. Or 
thus: 1 knew not, that is, 1 perceived not, that the Vines flou- 
rifhed,the Pomegranates budded,that all was ripe :sid ready: 
therefore 1 withdrew my felfc tor a feafon, O my Spoule: 
And therein I dealt with thee no otherwife, then as good 
Gardiners and Vinedreflers does who coming (perhaps be¬ 
fore the time of fruit ) to lookc for fruit, and hnding none; 
depart for prefent, till a more convenient feafon But that 
thou may ft know mjrdearlove and tender careofthy comfort, 
behold my haft to cAlUhee to thy former feelings ngainc: for 
dido cilm, my joule fk mceon the char rets of Ammirmb , who 
may feeme t o bee fome famous charret-driver of So, onions, that 
could out-drive all the reft. There is another fenfc given of 
thefe words, and perhaps a better. For by foir.e thefe are 
thought to bee the words of the Church confdiinj her igno¬ 
rance; I knew not. Lord, faith fhee, that thou waft gone 
downe into the Garden to doe thofc things. I thought ra¬ 
ther that thou had ft departed in great anger againfl mee for my 
negligence 1 and therefore I fought thee carefully. I made out 
after thee with all my might 5 my foul made mee like theebar- 
retso ( Jmminadib-, Amor addidit alas ,1 drove forioufjy, till J had 
found thee: I was like unto thofetwo women in lachary, that 
bad wings,and wind in their wings,chap.^.p.This was wtl; that, mif- 
jjngher Spoufe, fhee followed fo hard after him, ljal.6 58. My 
jowl clemthafter thee,fadt David,thereby (hewinghis love,con- 
ftancy,and humility.But then that was not fo wel; thst fheefo 
far miflook Chrift,as to think that he went away from her, in 
deep difpleafure;& kept away from her as loathing her compa¬ 
ny: Such hard conceits of Chrift,and heavy concuus wee are 
apt to have of our felves,as if he had forfaken us: becaufe we 
cannot prcfcntly find him (when as heeisonely gone down 
in bis Garden to prune it, or to fee how things thrive therey 
As if bee had caft off the care ,of us; becaufe, finding us too 

lisht, he mks m !>«#>(« « *««Q 

tior,s, 1 Per. 1 . 6. Wee are therefore judged of tbe 


Cor. il. 


Chap.VI. GANTicLBs,tf/’MeSoNG of Souq*, 30* 

that wee may not be condemned with the world. He leaves 
us on the other fide the ftile (as fathers fomccimes doe 
their children ) and then helps 11s over, when wee cry ; 

To fay God hath caft us off, becaufe hee hath hid his face, 
is a fallacy fetch tout of the Divels Topicks. Non eji argu- LaVd ,j tl} . 
m;nt urn averfi T>ei quema&mdum diabolus interpret atur, fed potiuf 3, 
pater fie ip fun benevolently, faith learned Lavatcr . It is not 
an argument of Gods wrath and aifpleafure, as the Divel 
would make it, but rather of his fatherly love and affefti- 
OH : hce hides his love, as Jofepb did, out of increafenaent 
of love. And yet how apt are wee to fay in this cale, with 
thofe male-contents in Malachi, In quo dilexifti twi ? Where¬ 
in haft thou loved us ? and with thofe Ifraelites in the 
Wildnemeflc, Is God mongji ut? as if that could not bee, 7 ; 

and they athirft. O my Lord, faid G/r/ec/z, if the Lord bee udg. 6 a\. 
with us, why then is all this evill bcfaln us > And, Lord 
God ( faid Abraham, when hee had received many gracious 
promifes) IVhatwilt thou give mee, feeing I goe childleffe ? Gen. 

1,5. i 9 2. Wee fee then how ready the beft of us are to caft 
the helve after the hatchet, as they fay; and, like little chil¬ 
dren," becaufe wee may not have what Wee would, fullen- 
iy to fay God loves us not, and wee will not have 
what heetbinkts good to give unto us. My foule refujed com¬ 
fort, faith hee, Pjel 77.2. And 2 faid,my hope and my finjigth „ 
verified from the Lord, remembring mine a(fHaions,and my mfery, th< Lam j.18.19. 
wormwood and the gaff: This our folly and fault wee nmft con- 
feffe to Chrift, as the Church here doth-; andbefeech him, by 
his Spirit,to teach us better things5 that wee may not miftake 
thecaufeof our calamities, and make them heavier then God 
meant them,by our frowardnefle and impatience: Fondas W 
jaciationc incomm<rfiw fit, faith Seneca. , ' 

Verf. 13. Return, return , 0 \Shulamite'] The Church is fo 
called of her peace, and perfection with God in Ch rift. Bright - 
man gathers from this word, that the Church of the Jewes in 
fpeciall is meant, (the Chtirth in generall being ufually bcfoie 
fignified, by the daughters of Jcrufalem) and applyts it, to 
the recalling of the Jewes according to Bom. 11.2^. &c. 
which is yet to bee fulfilled, Solomons wife, faith another, 
was after his name called the Shulamite, according to Efai. 

4.1. And as Cbxift in this Book is named Solomon, fo the 
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-‘church is called ShiuHtT, to tow the communion that 

hathwich him: and therefore ttlfc the forming of the He- 
' ' brew word it rather paffive then five. That V/hleh toe 

J -nninf rl! led UDOil tO doC IS, tOYltlMf IClCCtTlCS 

f fe 

though tec may overdue and carry 
that is eaineir in b J vet is hee farre better thenalusk, 
l°me th “8 s . In lfncciaUy if } hce afterwards returneand dif- 
orApoflate; cfpecully “ " rd i. But feme arc fo fee 
ccrne, and b thatis running a.race) though you 
upon t, that (hit they, will not toy to heare 

TofThefethe Prov°erbis 

»rtJ),Pre».>9-2.See the Note therr _ Ule thee 4 , 1 * 

d Z-fj,VfZ%ir, the SbuUmiUl '* » *«' the «»« »f 

two j™/«] Ready to joy•'e bauaile . or 

Warre within her: for m ^'^""‘“rv faculty the flcih 

fame faculties are oppof , a&ain&e fis(b } and tbc/c 

Infieth again# the /pit, and the ipuit y - •! . J • m broi s 

.... ftSiSKS''S'SSu'-tfe, 

heavenly^riviledges. ftbcj.6,12. Put h ^ 

yjoh' > 


Chap. VI. Canticl es, ortht Song of Songs. 3 33 

ther, there is no quiet, till one of them get the vittory. So 
in fickneflec j L et a man have a flrong dileale arid a ftrong bo¬ 
dy, hee fhall never have any reft,as long as they both continue 
in their ftrength. When Chrilt was born, all Jerusalem was 
troubled. When Paul came to Ephefus , there arole no /hull (lir 
about that way, A£t.i9- 23. : Soivhen grace is wrought once, 
there’s fomewbat to doe within; though till then all was 
jolly, quiet. When cold Salt-Petrc and hot Brimflonemeet, 
they make a great noife: fo doe the flefh and fpirit in their skir- 
milhes and encounters. Now thefe two duellers meet and fight 
in every faculty of the foul; as hut and-'cold doe in lukewarm 
water: as light and darknefle meet in the morning light: or 
as wine and water in a cup mixtof both. In the wicked one 
faculty may and fometimes doth, oppofe another; aslenfuall 
appetite may refill naturall rcafon, &c. But in fuch as arefan- 
dtified,the underllanding is againil underftanding, the will a- 
gainft the will, 8cc. as the fick patient,’ both wills and nills, 
thole phyficall flibber* fauces. Blit Satan is not fo divided a* 
gainft himfelfe, Lul^ix .18. No more is the flelh. It is in die 
Shulemite onely, and in every part of her, that this conflift is 
found: which makerh her cry out with Rebtcca fometimes, 
if it bee Jo, why am I thus 1 and with Paul, Wretched creature that I 

am,&c. 
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Chap. VII. 

Verf. 1. 

How beautiful? arc thy feet with fhocs 3 &c, 

B Efore hee had d.efcribed her from head to foot,no\/ back a- 
gain,from foot to head j rafciiag in ten pares of his Spoule, 
concerning, wham (fuch. was hi* love) he thought he could ne¬ 
ver fay diffident; Hee begins at the lowed and moft ab {eft part, 
the fcet,not without-admiration of them. 0 quota pukb i funt pe¬ 
des tuiyO haw beautiful? are thy feet with fhooesy&c. A temporal! cal¬ 
ling honours our profctflon : lb feme underftand it. Others 
make the meaning to be,thcCJiurches being food with the pre¬ 
paration of the Gofpell of peace ; ready preft to run with pa- 
Epbef.61 5. tience the race that is fet before her 5 7 o run is a&i ve, (e run with 

Heb.n.i. patience, is palEve. This Princes daughter, (Ata/anta-llke) can 
only skill of this, running with patience: as being Ihod with Ta~ 
chaff^skin, Ezek. 16.10. fbefto wed upon her by her S poafe, as 
a Jove-token) that is,with found affections and holy aftions. 
Whereas wicked men are carried captiveby thedevill,<'as the £-- 
gyftiansonce were by the Afyriansjfai.10.^.) naked and bore-foot, 
and fo perilh from the way,Pfol.i.i a, 

0 Tnnces daughter"] Thou that haft hint for thy fathe ■, in wkofe 
bands are all the corners of the earth } and is fupream King of the U- 
niverfe. This is fuch a privilcdge and preferment, as St. John 
hands amazed at, j Job. 3.1, Btholdjfaith he, qualem & quantum, 
whatmanncFof love the Fatherhath (hewed unto Uc that wee 
fhould bee called the foas and daughters of God Almighty, 
2 Cor,6.18 1 Allpriyiledgesarc fiinimedup in this,anc Jch. 1.1.2. 
t£«p';tfc. - it is called a power or prerogative royall: it is to bee of the 
blooudRoyali of heaven : It is to be an heir ofGodrnd coheir 
with Chi ift. Kingscaiymake their firil homonly htkcs^is 
Jehofaphot, 2 Cbm. ai. j.But all Gods children are firft born^and 
(0,higher then the Kings of the sai th , Pj-rl, 8 9.27. 

Ibc joints of thy tbiyfes are lily jewels,&(. 1 i.c. Thy Joynes are 

::ompaflcd 
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compared with the girdle of truth: for (b fooie render If, Tbt 
cem^jjiHgoftbj thigbet or loines. And here, if ever, uugirt unbltft. 

Gird up therefore the loines of your minds,r Pet, 1.13. gird your 
(elves and ferveGod, Girding implies readinefle, nim- 

blenefs,handinels,handfbincnels. A loofe, di!cin& and diffluent 
mind is unffc for holy aftion, 

Verb 2. Thy navell m like a round goblet &c. ] There be that ex¬ 
pound this text ofthe two Sacraments. The navell is Baptiime 
that nourilheth new born babe* in the womb of the Church. See 
hence the ufe of ic,even to Infants ; who can receive nourilhment 
by the navell, though they c»n neither take nor chew, nor luck 
meat with hand or mouth. Note this againff Anabiptifts Clditli 
Mr. Cotton upon theft words) this navell never wants liquor; 
there is a continuall matter of inftruftiqn and comfort to be 
fetchtfrom Baptifme againftalj temptations. A Chriilian (faith 
Cbryfofiomt) Ihouldneverftcpoutof doors, or lye down in his 
bed,or go into hi* clofet.but he ftiould remember that word Ah- 
renundo, 1 jor/ahy the devil? and all hii vpar^s &c. Luther tells of a 
certaine holy virgin, that ufed to quench the Devills fiery dart* 
with the water of Baptifme: For as often a§ ffie was tempted to 
doe any thing not befeeming her profeflion, (he, would rehit the 
devill ftedfaft in the fakh,andftop his mouth with thiv(bort 3 biw 
lull,»n(wer,p6' ifiiaaa fumfi am a Chriliian, I have been Baptized 
into tbt death ofGbrijl have alfo put oaCbrifl by Baptifme, lam a 
votarv.the vowes of God are upon me 8cc. But; what an horri- 
blefcameis that to the Papifts, and what afore flumbling-Wpck 
mud it need* be to the poore Jewel that live amoegft them, chat 
in Rome a Jewifh nuid may not be admitted into the ftewes of 
whoredome, unlefTe (he will be firft baptized? This is related VccominM^ 
and bewayled by Efpencaus a moderate Papift. ea M- 

Thy belly is lihyan hap of wheat Jet about mth Wiles] SoiUC Under¬ 
ftand hereby that other Sacrament of thcLordj Supper, called *n 
heap oj rvh-at for i ts (lore of excellent nourilhment - and fAid to be 
fet about with tillie*,that iSjWithChriilianSjwhlteand of holycon- 
verfation. BafiU calls fuch, ftarres of the world, and flowers of a 
theChurche*. Cbryfoflorue calls them earthly Angels v ?pd Ultlloi)t« > ao»a;a*3V 
that they were Purieres atb,fursrtb€n the heaven in their com-w'**■*■*»«*• 
raor* conversion : but efpecially when they came tot le Lord* 
table, that dreadful? table,** he calleth itj whercunto all mult come^^. 
with thebeft preparation they can make,wa(h and be clean,walh 
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theic hands in innocency,before they compafieGods Alianwaih 
their hearts, jer.4.14. their feecjofc.13. to. He that vs w.fedQfc. 
for the outfide ) rnedetb not [not to wa(h his feet 3 bttt is clemaery whit. 
An allufion to thofe, that having bathed their bodies, foule their 
ieit by going out ofthe Bath,and fo are fain to urafli themagain. 
The inwards and the feet in afacrifice were to be waChrd above 
the reft, becaufe the intrailes contain the excrements, and tha 
Kgs tread in the dirt. The foule is apt to gather foileby medling 
with earthly things though lawfull: how much more to be defi¬ 
led with the foot of fin,as if file ha&lain amoysg the pot's! Al! Chrifts 
Nazarilesfi is Votaries,muftcome to his fealt then frow^wbi- 

terthen nilk&c. Lam.^.y. fith at this Sacrament they dee renew 
the Nuptials ofChrift. and takea corporalloath toclcaveclofc 
to him with full purpofe of heart all the dayes of their Jives. As 
for thofe that prefumd t6»come‘ unpreparedly, that w.mc their 
wedding-garment, they are no otherwifebiddeq to thifeaft of 
the King, then Usman wasto Q. tybers. Sin brought to the 
Sacrament petitions again ft a man, asE/?£erdid again \Hman 
at the banquet of wine; pick out that time, and lie ihall find 
Ifth. 7 a.6. Q 0 j no l e (le angry,then Bantarid id 'AbjfiturJb. For this is that 

which tkeLordbath faid 3 l will beifan&ified in all them that draw near 
unto m«. OfcomnftinicantsGod feems to fa^ as Solomon lid of A- 



doniab, If he ftew himftlfe a worthy man,there (hall not one hair 
of him fall to the earth : but ifwickcdneflc be found ir him 3 he 
fiaall dye i Ki»g.i 52. 

Verf.^. T'bey tw/sbeafis are like iwoycUtgroes'j Freft and lofty, 
even and equall.' Underhand the twoTeftamenta j he unto re- 
fembled for their perfeft agreement, amiable proportion, and 
fwift running all the world over in a (hort time. E ufti'iw faith* 
that the doftrine of both Teftamenta was prcfcntly after our Sa¬ 
viour^ reforteftion carried abroad into all countries is it were 
upon Eagles wings. The like may be faid of Lutber anc his Col- 
legues in Germany at the firft Reformation there,which,as light¬ 
ning, was foon feen from one end ofthe heaven to the other. So 
mightily grew the word of God and prevailed, , 4 #. 1 9. :;o.See the 
-Notes on .<^^.4.5. , ^ ' 

• ^-‘Verf.4. "Thy ne^isaSrtorrerotltir^Mob fmoofh,’ vhite,and 
upright Some doe'hereby undeifiand Magiftratea that fuppott 
the State,.* t-fce neck doth the head. 1 he are up the pillars of i/,faith 
T>av’fd. Others will have the minifters meant,who beir. g aloft in 
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the Church,are to the fame in ftead of wafeh-towers, or towers 
of defence. And efpecially then when they are in their pulpits 
(called towers in the Hebrcw,A'etnS 4 .j reading and expounding 
Gods law unto his people. 

. 7 bine eyes like the jiflj-pooks in Hefbboti ] glazed with tears of 
compun&ion and companion (Narnfaciks mot us mens gtnerofaca- 
pit ) and well cleared to lock into her ou ne heart and life .Tears 
in ftead ofgemmes,were the ornaments cf Davids bed,faith C.brj- 
fofomr.hnd iurely that fweetiinger never fang more melodioully, 
then when hishearr was broken mobpemttnuaWy ,TJal.6.& $t. 

Thus birds in the fpriog fing moft fwectly w hen it rains moft 
fadly t and teares of true cortrition are pillule /MaV,pilles made 
on purpofe to cleare the eye-fight. When John wept, the fealed 
book was let open to’him, Lilium lacbryma fua Jcritur, Light is 
fomn for the righteous. 

7 by noje is as the tower of Lebanon &c. ] Si verbomm facicm confi - 
der emus, quid potent magis diciridicnlnm ? faith Titleman upon the 
words. If we lock upon the outfide onely of this text what may 
feem to have been fpoken more ridiculous ? IS it fo great a com¬ 
mendation to have a nofe like a tower? That which we nuift 
herefience learn is, that feeing Chrift is now rifen againe and a- 
feended up into heaven, we ought to beare our nofes aloft, as it 
were : favouring things of the fpirit^of Chrift, difeernirg things 
that are excellent,and, by a fpiriruall fagacity, afpiring to eter¬ 
nity. 

2 bat lookfib toward Vamafctis~\ The chief city of 5 ; ria 3 ha\ ing 
its name from the bloody excurfionsof theeves," as Peter Martyr Pet.Msrt.in 
thinketh : or elfe, as others, from the blood of righteous Abels Reg. 16, 
there fpillcd, whence the place was called Damfccb 5 a bag of 
blood. '• ' K 

Verf ■3. 2 bine bead upon ilsee is like Carmelf This head is Chrift' 
himftlfe: for he isthefole head of his Church. Gid hatbpHt all 
things under his feet ( hence he is here compared to Carmel becaufe 
he is high over all ) and given him to be head over all things 
(that i -jover all perfons) in the Church, 18,2 2. Angels are 
tinder Chrift a* anhead of government,of inflnence,ofconfirnu- 
ti 1, iiotof redemption,as the Saint-are. The Angels aregreat 
friuids to'the Church, but not member's of it>Meb. 2.1 6;^. The 
Church, Chi ill farcified and wafted with hisblood s Epb. $.26* 

Not iodic Angels : He was but a poore gatroiie. " ' ~ 
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" that (aid) (and as he thought very wifely too ) chat 

he had read in Come VoeabuVy that Cephas fignilied an head ; 
therefore Fettr was head of the Church. But if that: (houldhava 
been granted him 0 yetic would not fo’dowithat the Pope is there¬ 
fore lo too: For Bdhrmine ( a better (cholier by far ) is forced 
to fay, Fur/# non cji d? jure divino Rom: Pontiftcem Tetro fuccedere. 
Perhaps ic is not by any divine right, that the Pooe fuccccdeth 
Lrb.z.de Rom. feter . And again, Pom:PontifcemPetro jucetdere nm babeturex- 
Pont if cap. 12. p re $, infcriptHri)) It is not exprcifely fee down in th: Scriptures, 
that the Pope lucceed cth Peter. 

And tk baits of Xbine bad like purple'] Which was- he colour of 
KingJ and Princes. The Saints (called here tbs bair of the 
Churches head, for their number,or multitude) ar Primes in all 
UT>ds l ?fal.i'%.l6.ycA they are kings in righteoufnef[e,as Melcbije- 
dteb was a Kingjbut fomewbac obfeure. Compar-: Mat. 13.17. 

. with L«4-10. 24. Many righteous (faith one ) Many Kings (faith 

theothtr ) have difired to Jet tb/Je things that yefc . 

% be King is htld in the galleries] i. e. There is no King in the 
world fo great and glorious, butmightfind in his hearttobe 
tied to thefe walkes,and to be held prifonerin tho fight of thee 
and thy bravery: Like as King James (coming firfi into the pub¬ 
like Library at Oxford, and viewing the little cha ins wherewith 
each book there is tied Co its place) withed, that if ever it were 
. his deftiny to be a prjfoner, that Library might be his prifon, 
Ren etc -P £• his fell ow-prifbner*, thole chaines h is fetters .Pfal. 

138.4,5. & 119.72. the Pfalmift Ihcwes by prophecying, that 
even Kings, coming to talle the excellency of tfe comforts of 
godline(L,and to fee! the power of Gods word, Ihouldfing for 
joy of heart, and gteatly acknowledge the excelling glory of 
Chriftii Spoufe the Church. SzcDavids defire P/i/. 27. 4.8C84. 
thorougnout.CwJia?rf/'«e and Valent intan ( two Empcrours) cal¬ 
led themfelvrs Vafallej Cbrijli (as Socratej reports') the Vaflals of 
Chrill: and Jheodofiw ,another Empcrour,profelTcd,that it was 
•" more honour and couifortto him to be tntmbruvt Ecclefut quant 

caput lmptriiy member of the Church, then head of the Empire. 
Nay Nutn^lecond king of Rome (though fcuta h*athen)held it 
T» 0t« SnrH‘- an higher honour to lerve God,thea to raigne ov;r men. Some 
fan- Interpreters by the King here underlhnd Chrifl, coveting the 
^^Phrntb. Churches beauty,PA/.45.12. and held fall bound unco her in the 
* * I bands ofpure affection,of/pirituail wedlock. 
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Verf 6. How fair and bote pleafm art thou ,0 lovefor delight] Em - . 
phaticahd: admodum (wit , cumtoties exclamatio penatur, faith one. 
This is a moll Emphaticall exclamation,proceeding from admi- fj 
ration ; and importing, that all that he could fay ol her was r 

too little j well might the prophet fay, Jstbe Bridegroomerejoj- 0 ] 
cetb over thellridt,fo doth thy God over tbee t l[ai.62.<). Hence he can ‘jgj 
make no end here of commending her; but, having finilhed one ffllj 
praile he preftntly beginnes another. This yeelds infinite matter if. 
ofcomfort to the Saints,that Chrilt loves them fo dearly, pri- 
zeth them fo highly ,praileth them fo heartily : Howbeitlctnot 
them hereupon (tone again to /<#,P/tf 485 . 3 .or give way to carnal 
fecurity* L<etemurin dttnino, fedcoveamw arecidivo. Argue not 
from mercy to liberty,(that’s the Devils Logick) but from mer¬ 
cy to duty,as thofe good foules doe, Ezra y. 13,14. Having re¬ 
ceived fu.ch and fuchjboth privative and positive favours, fiicufd 
we again break thy commandcments? There is(o much un- 
thankfulneffe and difingenuity in fuch an entertainment of mer¬ 
cy, that holy Ezra thinks heaven and earth would be«(hamed 
of it 5 Shall we continue in fin that grace may aboond,faitb the 
Apoftle, Rom.6. i ? And it is as if he fhould fay, that were moft 
uhreafonable, and, to a good heart, jmpoflible. A man may as 
well fay, the fea borne?, or fire codes, as that affuranceof 
Chrifts love breeds carelefle and loofe living; They that bold 
fo, know not the compulfive power of Chrifts lbve,2 Cor. 5.14. 
nor what belongs to the life of God, E^.4.18. 

Verf.y. This tby ftatnrc isliketoa palme-trec] This thy whole 
ftature and feature of body (that hath been air. ady pour traied 
and defer ibed particularly and pi;ce-fncale)is /;% to j pafme-t r ee y 
ftrortg and ftraight,frefh and flourilhing;, fo that thou maift fay 
With the palmc in th e EmbUme 3 Nec prettier fHcperhno'tPltnj , 4 - 
rijlotlsJltitarcbjiid Geftiw have written oft he pafmc-iree, that it 
is alWaycs green, bearing pleafantfivut: and that it will not 
bow downward or grow crooked, th'ough heavy, weights be 




haugdupon it. The Church isallth'sand more,ever green, 
even in tire winter of affii&ion,when the oak lofeth her leaves, 
(See the Note on chap. 1. 1 6. ) full oft he fruits ef" rigbteeujnefr, 
trhid? are bjjefus Cbriji unto the glory arid p r *ife of Gcd,philips .11. 
(See the Notes on chap. 4.14. Sc 6. 11.’), Neither can The be long, 
kept under by any prelfure of perfeem t 'n or heavy allUftion; 
Prtmi potef^pprimi nets pouf. As Paul when ftoned baited up with 
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~~Sic petitur coslum 3 Sic 3 Sic eportet ititrare. Tyrants mi >ht curfe the 
Saints (as he did that cryed out to th:fe ancient Confeffours, 

0 miferi 3 nttm xmbit defunt reps & rupes ? 0 wretches. cannot you 
h a ne or drown your felves, but that I muff be thus troubled 
with you to put you to death?J but crulh t hem they never could. 
The valour of the patients, the favagenefle of the perforators 
have driven together; till both exceeding nature and belief c, 
bred wonder and aftonifhment in beholders and readers. Hence 
Trail* fot bad Pliny to leek after Chriftians: Bir: if any were 
brought to him, to punifti them. Antoninus PiusCet forth an Edift 
in Ajia } tbit noChriftian (hould be pcrlecuted. For, faid lie, it 
is their joy to dye, they are conquerours and doe overcome 
you 8tc. 

Trucidabantur (t rtiultipHcabantur,] faith Augupne of the ancient 
Martyrs: they were Martyred, and yet they wer? multiplied. 

Tlures efficimttr quotiet metimur , faith Tertullian s the more we are 
cropt,the more we are inertafed ; as the Iilly is inc eafed by its 
own juyee that flowes from it. Hence, Rev.y.9.tht Saints, that 
by their vi&orious faith overcame the world,are brought in with 
palm-brattcbej in tbeir bands fn token of viftory. P,utareb tells us 
that the Babylonians made three hundred and fixty commodities 
of the palm-tree : and did therefore very highly honour it. The 
■world hath a great deal of benefit by the Church,could they but 
fee it. (for Abfq-, {tathnibui nmfiarei munduffuc rt it not for the 
Saints, ja flwt n'trJ{ would the Lord make upon the >tartb 3 and cut 
it fhort in\rigbteoufnep 3 Rom. 9.28.) And great is the gain of god- 
lineffe; even an hundred fold here, and life etenall hereafter. 
Who would not then turn fpirituall merchant ’ who would 
not paffe from flrength to (Ir'ength, and flourilh in Gods houfe 
like a palm-tree,till he attaint© the meafurc ofth: ftatureofthe 
fulnefTe of Chrift ? Eph 4.13. 

And thy breap to cluprs of grapes] Not well-fafhi oned onely, as 
Ezek.16.7. but full-ftruttingwith milk,yea with wine, phnty and 
dainty ,tolay hunger, and flake third,to nourifh mdcherilh her 
children,even a* the Lord doth the Church. Eph. 5.29. Seethe 
Noteonc/jap. 45 - 

Verf 8. I [aid, I rvillgoeup to the palm-tree, &c.] faid it, and .1 
will doe it: (ovCbrifii dicere efkfactre 3 together with Chrifts word 
t here goes forth a potver,as it did s L«^. 5 . 17. Davidfaid be would 
confejfekh fnnts 3 and take betd to bii n>ayes 3 Vjal. 32. 5. & 39.1. and 

accord- 
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accordingly he did it. Shall Chrift purpofe and promile mercy 
to his people and not perform it ? Is he yea and pay, 2 Cor. 1.19. 
can he lay and unfay? doth not the conftant experience of all ages 
fully confute any fuch fond conceit of him ? The Saints will not 
lyejEfiS.63.8. Chrift cannot,T it. 1.2.He will notfuffer his faith- 
fulnefle to faile, nor alter, the thing that is gone out of his lips, 

Pjal 89. 33. All his fayings are the ifiue of a moftfuilhfull and 
right will, void of all infincerity and falfhood. Now when 
Chrill promifeth to climb bis palm- tree^nd to take bold of the boughs 
thereof he meaneth that he will dwell molt familiarly with his 
Church,even in the branches thereof : pruning and trimming it, 
and accepting the fruits of his fpirit in his Spoufe. Or thus, He 

will lo joyn himfelfeunto his Church, as he may caufe her to be 
fruitful!, he will lay hold on her boughs which are very fit, and 
apt to climb 3 fo,covertly and elegantly noting the worke of ipi- 
rituall generation. The effeft followes; 

Nowalfo thy heap pall be as cluprs of the vine] Whatloever 
they have been heretofore,no w at this time, and for ever hereaf¬ 
ter they (hall be delightfull to me, and nourifoable tothychii- 
dren,who fhall fuck and be fatisfied,E/ii.66.l 1. Albeit fome In¬ 
terpreters of good note conceive that all this is nothing elfe bus 

a figurative defeription of Chrift* perfeft conjtinftion with his 
Church in the Kingdome of heaven,and of the unfpeakableplea- 

fure which Chrift will take in her for ever. 

And the pell ef thy nofe like applet] i.e. The breath that 
comes out of thy noftrils (is fweet as Ipicc-apples. The breath, 
that the Church draweth into her lungs and fends out again, is 
the fpirit of grace: without which (he can as little live as we can 
without ayre.This fweet Spirit is the joy of her hearty and the breath 
cj her vopils ; and thereby (he drawes many into her company. 

If that be true that one here noteth, that the fruit of the palme 
partaketh of the nature both of the grape, having a fweet and 
pleafant jtiyce,a»d of the apple for pleafant meat it may well fig- 
nific, that the word ofGod is both meat and drink to the foule. 

Ver f.Q.Andthe roof of thy mouth like the beft vine] J Her word and 
doftrine (for the palate is an inftrument of fpeech) often before 
commended by Chrift,and here agame like as (he comes over — **• 
in him thefecond time, chap- 3.1 3,1 6. Seethe Note there. This 
he refembleth to the beft and moft generous wine: Such the 
word of Gods grace is to thofe that have fpirituall palats, that 
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doe notcirryfelin aure t their galle* in their cares (as iome crea¬ 
tures are faid t o doe) that have their cars healed as Ihmefibenes 
faid of his Athenians) and their inward fenfes habitually exerci- 
fed to difeern good andevill. The deftrine of the Church (eems 
to fome bitter and grievous: itgoethdown like the waters of 
MorsbyOt that water that caufed the curje in cafe ofj.aloufiejslunt .5. 
F&finiat} A- ^ becomes a favour of death unto him-as the viperis tilled with 
tifin, palm-branches,and vultures with oyle of rofes.But this ismeere- 

ly their own faulty For doth not my word doegoed tothem 
that are good ? faith the Lord, Mic.i. 6. excellently St. Aujiin, 
Adverf arm efl nobis 3 quota diu fuimts & ipft nobis : quamdiutu tilt 
inmicuj esyinimicum babebit fttmonem Dei* Gods word is an ene¬ 
my to none but to fuch as are enemies to thcmltlves, snd finners 
againft their owne foules. This holy word in thenouthes of 
Gods Minifters is like Adofes his rod^ which, while held in his 
handjflourilhed and breughtforth almonds: but beingcaft to the 
ground, it became a ferpent. The application is eatie. Seethe 
N Jte on chap. i. 2 . 

For mj beloved] Thefeare Chrifts words: but he fpeaks as if 
the Church fpakfjto (hew her great afleftion that had dedicated 
all her good things to him. Some read ic thus, whichgoJb fir tight 
to my mlbtlozed.q.d. It is fuch excellent wine as I woull wilh ir,or 
fend it even to the deareftand beft friend I have, even to her that I 
Prjv.a3.31. love as my felf ifflot before my fclfe. Or thus, which fprings and 

/parkies in the cup. ° 

Canfing the lips of thofe that are afleep tofpeckf] Utter arice is cal- 
1 Ctr j. Jed a gift) & dumb Chriflians are fc/'ame-worthy as well as dnmb 

minilteri. We fhould all ftrive to an holy ability and dexteri¬ 
ty of favoury difeourfe. And for this end, the wo. d of Chrift 
fhould dwell richly in us in all wifdome : our hearts fhould en- 
diteagood matter,that our tongues might be a* the pen of a rea¬ 
dy writer. Let there be a good treufure within in our hearts, 
and thelaw of kindneSe will foon be in our lips: for out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth fpeake th. Gracehlfe men are 
gagdbythe devill, theycannotfo much a* li/p ott ©nefyl- 
lable ofgood language; if they attempt it, they {hew thcmfelves 
bunglers and (ay Sibbolatb for Sbibboktb : yen may (oon fee they 
{peak by rote •. andnot by experience. But thofe th; ft have well 
drunk of this wine of the word made tffeftuall by the Spirit, talk 
1 lultily,yea their tongues never lia talking and great king forth 
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the praifes of him who hath drawn them out of darknefle in¬ 
to his marvellous light: they /peak as the Spirit gives them ut- AR.1.4,11, 14. 
terancc. Thofethat were in a dead deep of fin are foon fee a 
work to awake and ling, lfai.26. 19. This fhould flic us upto 
ftudy the word of God, and therehence to learn language. The 
hundred and nineteenth Ffalme is by Vavid let before it as a 
Poem of commendation mencioningitin every verfe,tcftimonics, 
lawes,ftatutes,8cc. Ike as when abook is fet forth,verfes ofcom- 
mendation are oft prefixed. Such another, but farre (borcer, is 
that, PfA. 19. v<rfj 3 8, 9,1 o, 11. The holy Ghoft doth fo much 
the mere highly there extoll it, becaufc men are wont to have it 
in very light account, and to hold it a difparagement, to be elo¬ 
quent and mighty in the Scriptures. 

■Vert 10. lam mj beloveds ] I fee I am Co, faith the Spoufe, by 
that ampla commendation thathe hath now again given rne,not- 
wicbftandingall my former failingsi* duty towards him There 
fill out fome fallings out betwixt married couples fometimes; but 
then they fall iri again: they cannot fadge together haply fowell 
at firftj but being well pteced again,they love better then before : 

So it is here, The fins vve commit make no change in Chrift, no 
ftubftaritiill alteration.For,firft,upou the fame grounds hcchofe 
us,he loves us (fill: hechofe us freely becaufe he would * hcchofe 
us for hislove,& loves us for his choice.Sccond!y,there is the fame 
bent of mind and frame of hearttowards him remaines in u* £1111. 

And therefore,as there is a tranfient aft of fin pafleth from ut,fo 
a tranfi:r.;}aft of chaftifement for fin m y paffc from him.Chrift 
looked upon Peter, after his denull,wnh the fame familiarity a« 
before. Jebujbstab the high-prieft though he were fo ill clothed 
and had Satan at his right hand toaccufehim,yethe ftood before 
the Angel, Z^.3.1. Chrift did notabhorre his prefence, norre- 
jeft his (ervice. Ephraim repenting after his revolt, is rc-entcr- 
i.iined with all fweetneffe Jer. 31.20. See the Note on cbap.2.16 . 
dr 6.3• 

And bis dtfire is towards me] His dtfiroM affe&hn, he loves me at 
paftionately as any woman doth her deareft husband, Gen.%.i6* 
his love tome is wonderfull,pafiingthe love of women 5 His de- 

lire is fo toward me, that as Livi^by obeying her husbind^*- 

commanded him,and might have what (he will ofhim: 
fo may I of Chrift. Compare Gen.^. 7.'with Efat. 45.1 x. The 
Church here well underftood the latitude of that royal! charter: 
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and makes it a prop to her faith, and a pledge of her perfeve- 


rance. 

Verfii i ’Com my belovedfiettu goe forth into the field] Being now 
fully allured of Chrifts love, (tie tails a praying; die makes five rc~ 
quells unco him in a breath as it were. i. That he would come. 
2. Goe forth with her into the field. 5. Lodge with her in :bi villager. 
ft- Get up early to the vineyards. 5 See ij tbe vine fiourijh, pomegra¬ 
nates bud &c. And further promifcthjthat there (he will give him 
her loves. AlTurance of Chrifts love is the Tweet-meats of the feaft 


of a good confcience, faid Father Latimer. Now it were to be 
wiftiedjthat every good foule whiles it is banquetting with the 
Lordchrift by full affurance,(as once Efiher did with Ahafbue- 
rofib] would fcafonably bethink it felfe whatfpeciall requefts it 
hath to make unto him, what Hamatis to hang up,what fturdy 
kills to fubdue,what holy boons to beg &c, how fure night they 
be to have what they would,even to the whole of his tingdonie! 
Suitours at Court obferve their mollijfma fandi 1 'empora, their fit¬ 
ted opportunities offpeaking,& they fpeed according y.A Cour¬ 
tier gets more many times by one fuit,then a tradefnmn can doe 
w “ h r C ^ cnt y y« r s paines=>taking: Soa faithfull prayer, made in 
a fit fcafian,in a ( dme when God may be found, (as DarAd hath it) 
is very fucceflefull. Beggery here is the befi traders onediidj Com¬ 
mon beggery is indeed the eafieft and pooreft trade: but prayer 
is thehardeft,and richeft. The firll thing that Ihe hire begs of 
him is that he would <w*e,and that quickly : and this we all dai¬ 
ly pray, Tby kingdome come, both that of grace, and tl ;e other of 
giqry. The Jewcs alfo, in their expectation of a Melfiah, pray 
almoft in every prayer they make. Thy kingdone come, 
and that Bimberah Bej amenu^ivcklyjeren in our dayes 5 that we 
may behold the king in his beauty.Let our hearts defireandpray- 
tr * 0r t ^ lc ^P oor *“* UCC£ *foulsjthat they.may be faved: 
And the raeher,becaufc they have a zeal of God and hi: kingdom, 
but not according to knowledge, Rom. 10.1,2. As a To becaule 
their Progenitorspraied hard for us: and fo feme t ike it to be 
the ftnfe of the Spoufes fecond requeft her e.Lettu goefi rth into the 
* ij :' aCil > into the world, (for the field in the parable is the 
world,^. 13.38.) Jet us propagate the gofpell all ab :oad, and 
lend forth fuch as may teach all nations, and reveal 

themyftery that hath been keptiecretfince the world jegamthat 
obedience my be every whereyeelded to the faith, R0m.16.2%26. 
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Let us lodge in the villages] That is,in the particular Churches; 
for vilitfinuts pagus 3 cfi palatium eburneumfin quo efiPafior & credentes ff ?». 3 -/>. 8 i . 
dliqui} faidi Luther: the pooreft village is to Chrift and his 
Spoufean ivory palace,if there bee but in it a godly Minifter, 
and fome few beleevers.Me/rt?zrbffio»going once upon fome great 
fervice for the Church ofChrift,and having many fcares of the 
cr 0 od fuccelfe ofhis bufineffe, was much cheated up and con¬ 
firmed by a company of poor women and children, whom hee ^ ([necrcr 
found praying together for the labouring Church,and calling ifi 
by faith into Chri fts everlafting armes, 

Verf* 12. Let us get up early to the Vineyards] Ueh.Let us morn¬ 
ing it : hlanieemus (That’s Gellius his word) Let'sup betime, and A.Gel.l .3 c .zp. 
at it. Here ffiee promifeth not to be found henceforth, un¬ 
ready, drowfie, lluggilh: but night and day to watch and at¬ 
tend that houre, and to enquire and learn out all the fignes and 
tokens when (hee may come to be perfeftly knit to Chrift. But 
it is worthy our obfervation that ffiee would neither goe any 
way or doe any thing without Chrifts company: for (hee had 
lately felt the grief ot being without him, though but for a (mall 
moment , as the Prophet hath it. Shee had felt her felf that while 
in thefuburbs ofhell,as it were. Shee therefore holds him as 
faftas the reftored cripple did Peter and John, Act- 3-1 i.ffie cleaves 
as dole to him,as Ruth did to Naomi, or Eli(ba did to his mailer 
Eliab, when now hee knew he Ibould bee taken from his head, 

2 King. 3.2. Shee feemes hereto {peak to Chrift,as oncc Earafidid 
to Deborah,,!/ thou wilt go with me.,then 1 will goe: but if thou wilt not go 
with mee, I will not gee. And whereas (lice feemeth, fas the for¬ 
warder of the two,) to excite and exhort Chrift to get up early , 
to vifit the Vines,&c. wee may not imagine any unwillingnt fle 
in him to the performance ofhis Office,, as Sbepbeard and Bijhop t p t , M 2J . 
of our foules; or any need on his part to be quickned and coun¬ 
selled by her (as Manoah wai by liis wife, or Aquila by V rife ilia , 
whence Ihee is let before him, Rom. 16.3 ) lor who hath direffed the 
Spirit of the Lord , or being his counfel/er hath taught himl Efay 40.13. 

But the Church requefteth thefe things of Chrift for her owne 
incouragement, and further benefit ; that having his continuall 
prefence and fcllowffiip,(hee may the more chearfully and Tuc- 
ceflefully goe on with her duty. So when we prefle God with 
4 arguments in prayer,it is notfo much to perfwade him to help 
) us (Tor the Father himfelf loveth you, faith Chrift, and needs lob.i 6 * 7 * 
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Homer. no arguments ajivJbn* rjilivAv ajpvmr to incite orintiee him, 
to /hew us mercy)as to perfwade our own hearts to more faith, 
love, humility, &c. that wee may bee in a capacity to receive 
that mercy, that of his own accord hee hath for us; and even 
waits to couferupon uSylfa.^o. '■ S.Look how a man that would 
make a bladder capacious to hold fwcet f pic.*, hee blowes it, 
and rubs it,and blows it, and rubs it many times o /er,to make 
it hold i he more: To it is here. And as when a man that is in 
a (hip plucks a rock, it feemes as if hee pluckt the rock nearer 
the (hip; uhenas in very deed, the (hip is plucked nearer the 
rock:So when Gods people think they draw God to them with 
their arguments, in trutlyhey draw themfelves nearer to God; 
who fometimes afcribctluhattous which is his own woH', 
Au£ - that wemay abound more and more. Ccrtum ejl rws facere quod 

facimusfledillefacitutfacimm : True it is that we coewhatwe 
doe, but it is he that giveth us to doe what we doe in his fer- 
vice.Thebowlcs of the candleftick had no oyl, but that which 

dropped from the Olive branches. 

Whether ike tender grape appear] Heb. open, and fo p 'ove it felfe 
to be a grape? which in the bud can hardly be difeerned. True 
grace may be doubted of fo long as it is fmall and feeble. Weak 
things are o f t (oob (cured with their contraries, that it reniam- 
eth uncertain,whethcr they be or no. Hee that cry ed out, and 
Maw. 24. that with tears, lbcleev :, Lord help mine unbeleefcthit is^iy weak 

faith,J could not well tell whether hcc hadanyfiu.h at all or 
not.Addc growth to grace,and it will be out of queftion.Mean 
tvhilc that’s a fweet promife, 7 M /.44 3. Iwillpowrem■ Spirit upon 
thy ]ccd,andm) ble'.fmg upon thy buds.hud again, Ijai.6 5. 3 . Ihusfaitb 
the Lord ; As the new Wine is found in the Glufler,and one j aitb,Vtflr*y 
it not ’for a blefflng U in it : fo will I doc for my fervants R, that I may 



nstdefl/oy them all. 

Ar.dthe Pomegranates hud /crffeJSeethenote on chapu..i 3. 

7 here will 1 give thee my loves j /. e. The fruition of my graces, 
and fruits of my faith,thanks, good workes, See. And this is 
that which Chrift requireth of us all : via;, that wee bt flow all 
our loves upon him 5 cvcn the l ivcl left and warnieft ot oui aff &i- 
o«§. Love him wee mu ft truly, that there beeno halting, and 
toially,that there be no halving: Hold him wemuft b( tter,dearer 
to us, then ten Tonnes, &c. and communicate all our loves to 
him as bed worthy: What hee gives us back again, wee may 
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beflow upon others,weemay love other things; but no other- 
wife then as they convey love to us from Chrift, and may bee 
meancs of drawing our affeftions unto Chrift.Wemuft love all 
things elfe as they have a beam of Chrift in them*, and may le ad 
us to him : accounting that wee rightly love our felves no 
further, then wee love the Lord Jefus Chrift with a love of 
complacency. 

Verf. 13- Lhe mandrakes give a JtneU J Loves and Mandrakes 
grow both upon one Hebrew root: and 7 remeUiiu renders it 
not Mandratysput lovely flowers, yeelding a favour,pleafam to the 
eye, and fwett to the fmell. The Chaldee Paraphraft calleth it 
Baljatn.Lege/ts Augufl.l1b.22. contra Faufl. Manichsum c<»p. $6. Jun : 
inCcxef.30.14. Dru'j.inflne comment.in Ruth. Abcn Ezra faith, that 
Mandrakes are frag; ant& yeeld a pleafant favour,that they have 
head and hands like unto a man. But how they (hould be good 
tocaufc conc eption he vvondrethjlith by nature they are cold. 

Auflin faith that hee made triall,and could not find any fuch o- 
peiation to bee in them, and that Rachel coveted them merely 
far their rarity, beauty and fweetnefle. There is enough of thefe 
in the Church to draw all hearts unto her; but that many men 
have brawny breads and horny-heart-ftrings. 

And at our gates are all manner ofplealants~] Or delicacies , precious 
and pleafant commodities, whether fruits, metals, gemmes, 
jewels, quicquid in deliciis habetur 3 \vhuloatv)s excellent and cx- 
quifite in any kind. 1 his is the import of the Hebrew word. 

There is nothing of any worth but is to be found in the Church. 

Her u ife Merchants, not content with the pearl ot price, leek 
out other goodly pcarlSjCommon gifts,wluch alfo have their ufe 
and excell encyjAA-f 13-45 j 4^-they learn to maintain good wot ky,ov *.« 

honefl profeflens for neceffary ujes ■ thefe things are good and profitable to 
m r n.Tjt.3-8 * 4 - Some think that the HolyGhoft here alln- 
doth to the order of old (and ftill in ufe) of drawing the wed¬ 
ding-iKufe-dofres with (wcet duelling flowers. Others to the 
ctiflomes of thofe that have Orchards,to lay up thtir fruits over 
the gate houle. , 

R T ew a,,d old] Asa goodftoricr that hath plenty ana variety 
wherewith to picafe all palates, new for delights and old for 
whoWbmencfle. The good Scribe, well inftruaed to tbe^^ ^ 
kingdoms of heaven; hf owetb eut tf his treafury tkfngs new and old, Exmdhe^tfi 
sew for the nice,and old for the ftrongerftomach. Some delight & alatmtn 
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in the fweetnefle ot things, (as in new wine) Vav-d tells them 
the Word is fweeter then live-hony dropping from the ho- 
nycomb. Others fay, tbs old is better, are all tor Profit, as elder 
people,hetelsthcm there.’tis betterthcngoldjP/<!,i 9 . In the 
Churches ftore-houft, men ftallbeefiire to meet v;uh all that 

trotter feds the Churches Motto. As all hisjpm^<re inker and 
all his officesand efficacies for her, fo all that {hee :ias and is is 
only for him 5 and a great deal more (hee could beseem him.Let 
« Ephraim (that empty vine>.ir fruit to bmjclf , Hof 1 0l I ‘ an t ^ 

vMntJWur, , I it S, s 7dib.7.5.fafttOthemfelves * chads hidden ones hide 

S'isr ***** are 

wholly devoted to his foie fcrvicc. 
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0 that thou wert M my Brother. 

H Eb. IFho Will give thee for a brother to meet q.< 

give mee many other things, but Godalone 
thy brotherhood,' love and communion,which 1 v\ 
. faith the Bride here. Spiritual blejflngs inheavenlytl 
are chiefly to bee defired and indeavoured after. & 
Iona ani J,faith Philofophy, leeke foil the good ^ 
mind. gitariteprimum regnant Dei, faith Divinity, _ 
Kwdomof God, and his right ecu fneffe i and then othe 
feek you,(hall bee caft into the bargain as it were, 
fay Who will (hew any grid 1 David preterres on<M 
countenance before all the worlds wealth, Fjal .4./ 
mad might live in thy fight, faid Abraham, O that hee 1 

IU for JEterna vita vera vita ! The Lord maty* f*" *°l 


, 1 . Men may 
can give mee 
, ifh above all, 

! ings in Chrift 
isrrite primutn 
things of the 
‘cekjee firji the 
[ things (hall 
Let the Many 
raft of Gods 
;. Oh that Iff)- 
night be writ- 
uly fo called, 
I bine upon you, 
faid 
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faid the Priefts to the people,AT«m.<>.Grtfce bee to you and peace, faith 
Paul-, what ever elfe bee wanting, Covet earneftly tke beft things 
faith hee, 1 Cor. 12.13. Wit b all thy getting get under funding, faith 
Solomon 3 Prov. 4.7. H.edefired wifdome above wealth: and dif- 
patcht the Temple infeven years fpace, when hee was thirteen 
years cre hee finifhed his own houfe ; as holding it a work of 
leflehaft and care. Elifba begs a. double portion: the Sponfe 
fcbap.2. ofthisBooke) calls for whole flagons: nothing lefle 
would content her. The Prophet Efay chides men for laying 
out their money on that which is not bread, or but panis lapido- 
fits ,bread made of gravell: And our Saviour bids labour not 
forthemeat that periftjeth,but for the meat that enctareth to e- 
ternall life, Job.6. 27. Mors private potefl opibttf,n°n operibus: thefe 
dye not with us, (as Hortcnfm his orations did with him) but 
follow us to heaven when wee dye, and fba.ll bee found topraife, 
honour and glory,at that day,i Pet. 1.7.Hence the Church fo earneft¬ 
iy defirech,hercto have more ciofe conjunction and confociati- 
on with Chrift as a brother: yea as a mod naturall and kinde- 
hearted brother, that had fucked thtbnafls of her mother ,that had 
been her cellatfaneus, and fo,more inwardly affc&ed toward her, 

*s Joflph was toward his brother Benjamin, Gen. 43.29,30,3^., In 
fumme: Ihcewiffieth that fhee may teel Chrift dwelling in heT 
heartrthat hee would remove all impediments of their happy 
conjunction, and haften the accomplifbment thereoi in 
heaven. 

IVhen 1 (houldflndthee without (or at the doore ) I would Ifjfe theej 
As the Bride was wont to doe the Bridegrome, receiving and 
welcoming him with all comely familiarity and ftveetnefte. 

Kiffetke forme, and covet his kifles, pfal.2.12. Cant. 1.2. Bee not a- 
ftiamed or afraid to perform al duties of an holy love and found 
obedience toward him. He was not aftiamed of us, when we 
had neverarag to our backs,Eaiek. 16.He ftretchttheskirt of his 
love over us,and faid unto us, Live : when he might well enough ,.*V 


have loathed to look on us, ib.verf.6. \ j 

let 1 fhouldnot bee defpifeef] Heb, they fbould not defpife mee. Or if 
they did, yet they ffiould not diffiearten mee from duty. Jf 
this bee to be vile I will bee yet more vile,fiid David to his blocking 2 Sami. 2*. 
MichaliWec may notfafferour felves to bee mocked out of our 
Religion. Barren Michal hath too many fonnes,that fcorn the 
holy habit and exercifesj but they (hall bee plagued, as their 
01*3 q mother 
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mother was with continual! fruitlclheile, they (bill alio one 
day (viz. when they are in hell) behold thole with envy whom 
now they behold with icorn : «s the (coffers of the old world, 
from the tops of the mountaincs that could not fire them, be¬ 
held Noahs Ark floating upon the waters. It is as i mpoilible to 
avoid, as neceflary to contemne the lafh of lewd tongues, whe- 
tiier by bitter icoffes or fcurrilous inve&ives; as full of fcornc 
commonly asthc wit ofmalicecan make them. The Church 
here refolveth fo to deport her lelfe, as that none (hall have 
caufe to contemne her; or, if they doe, bravely to flight all 
contumelies and contempts for her confidence ; raking them 
-as Crownes and confirmations of her conformity to 
Chrift. 

Verf. 2. 7 would had thee and bring thee] With folemnity and 
joy . Shee fpeakes it twice, as fully refolved to do*. 1 it;and-here¬ 
by to bind her felf more ftraightly to a performanc e j I would 
not onely kifle thee at the doore, but bring’thee into the houfe. 
Many are ftri& abroad and in company 5 but too :oo looie at 
home,and in their own houles; follow thele ftage-players to 
their tyring roomes where they difrobe themfelvcs ,and youfhal 
loon fee what they arc. Heed muft bee taken, fay the very Hea¬ 
then, /Edibus iwprepr/Tr qu* pr av a aut refia ger ant ur .Religion admits 
not of that difti n&ion between a good man & a good Govern- 
our.IfyouT be for thepublicke,be good in pfivati: bear your 
own fruit, work in your own hives, reform your own hearts, 
and houles,man your own Oars,& make good yoL rown ftand- 
p /k , ing. C/7io could lay,that he could pardon al mens f aults but his 

Dio' own: And Augufius going about to redi effe fome abules in the 

Gtn Hate was upbraided with his own domeftical difor dfcrs. Abraham 

had a well ordered family: fohad Jofbua.T>avid 3 Vfi .101,And al¬ 
though his houfe were not [a with Gcd.yet that was al his tk ftre 3 2Sam. 23. 
fHjrtmextgtTis, he wel knew that it was tberdre,not the cun of his charge 
tQjeunrimni. t |, at heeft 00 dcharged with. Noah may bring th< Lord Chrift 
■***' into his houfe,and labour to fet him up in the hearts of his chil¬ 

dren, fpeafcing perfwafively to that purpofe. But when all’s 
done, God muftperfwadej*phetb 3 and fpcak to hisheart.Now this 
the Lord doth ,Monendopotius quatn winando, doctnde juam ducendo. 
Hence the Church in the next wordscrycs out,7fc )u (halt infiruif 
met] for fo theText is to be rendred.^Thou who art the Arch- 
Prophct,a TeacherLent from God,anointed and appointed for 

the 
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the purpofe to put Divine learning into us, 7 ’foo« Ihalt infiruD or 
learn us.Nowtfuando Chrifius magifier : quam cito difeitur quod docctur? 
faith Aufiin .Chrift is a quick teacher;and all his fcholurs areve- 
ry forwardly tarda molimina gratia Spirit us Sanfii 3 faith Am • 

fcroJe.Gods people mud needs bee well taught,becaufe they are all 
taught of God. . lab. 6 - 4 f • 

I would caufe thee to drinl^of fpiced wins’] Such as we call Tpocras t 
which,befides the nature and ftrength of the wine it felfe, hath 
by the mixture of many {pices with it, great power and plea- 
fantncfle,to the comforting of the heart, and {atisfying of the 
fmell. And this was the Mo.kt$M inervaU , recompenfe, that 
Chrift fhould have for teaching her: fhee refolveth to teftifie her 
thankfulneflc by her obedience; rendring unto him fuch fruits 
of faith and holinefle,as (hould be fwcetncd and fpicened with 
his own Spirit in her, and (hould exceedingly delight him. 

Contrary to thele <#1 ha\x'afia. i thele dainty and goodly Revtl.it. tq; 

fruits^rc tholenafty and naughty ones, I fai 5.4. that ( belides 
their ftench) arefo olFenlive to the tall, that they cannot bee 
eaten,they arelo naught, Jer.2\A. wicked mens grapes are of 
galfandtheir IVint is venome, Veut. 32.32,33. both their natures 
and praftifes are abominable. 

Verf. 3. His left handfhcufd bee under my head] Or prayer-wife. 

Let his left harJ 3 &c. Confcious and fenfible of her own ina¬ 
bility, Ihee begs the benefit of both Chrifts hands, and all little 
enough:his whole power and providence to fupport and relieve 
her, Vna efi in tenui miki re medicina, Jehov£ 

Cor fatrium 3 os verax 3 omnipotenjque manus. 

See the Note on c hap.2.6. 

V.4 .1 ch<meyou 0 daughters of Jerufalem] See the Note on c.2.7. 

Why (hoMyou flit «p>] What lhall you get by it > or what rca- 
fon can ye give for it >But lull is headlong, and conliders not /MWI9. 
what an evill and bitter thing fin jr.Befides, it fo blears the under- 
ftanding, that a man lhall think he hath rcafon to be mad, and 
that there is great fenfe in finning. 

Verf. 5. Who is this that cometh up from the wildernejfc] See the 
NoteondMp.^.d.Therearecontinuallafcenfionsin the hearts 
of Gods people,whiles here. And whereas the men of this world, 
which have their portion here, (Pfal. 17.14.) animas etiam in- 
<arnaverunt 3 as 2>rrw<in/complaineth,and are born downward to 
hell by their own weight; the Saints of God are ever afpiring, 
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a Cor. 54,*. and do groan being burdened ; as knowing that xvhilefi they are at 
borne intbe &M/)',(iuch an home as it is)they are absent from thcLord , 
from their heavenly home.Either Egypt was not Motes his home, 
or but a miferable one.-ar.d yet in reference to it,he cal led his Ton 
born in Midianficrfhom.i.e .a granger their.If he fo thou ghc of th is 
Egyptian home, where was nothing but bondage and tyranny, 
what niarvell though the Saints think of that home of theirs a- 
bove (and hafien to it in their affeftions)where is nothingbuu 
reft and bleflednefie > 

Leaning upon her Beloved ] For otherwife Ihe could :\ot afeend, 
as unable to fuftain herfteps,“jfer. 10. 23. TheChuich, as the 
Vine is the moft fruitfull, but the wcakeft of all trees, and muft 
have a fupportcr: hence fhee leans upon her Beloved : wh ich phrafe, 
beftde recumbency, denotes a more then ordinary familiarity, 
Brighton, quafolcnt amantes infmm amafjorumfe pro] icere,\ike as Lovers throw 
Sunt qui expo- themfclves fometimes into their lwcet-hearts arms or bofomes. 
tmDihaans. ]fl ow t h u3to l ean upon Chrift,is an a& of faith, oft:he faith of 
Cods elett .Others leem to lean upon Chrift , but it is no other- 
wife then as the Apricock which leaneth againft th; walls,but 
is faft rooted in the earth.So thefe lean upon Chrift tor Salvati¬ 
on,but are rooted in the world, in pride, filthincfle, 8tc. and 
though they nuke fome aflayes, yet like the door up an the hin¬ 
ges, they will not come off. See the folly and confidence of thefe 
wretched menfthe fame Hebrew word fignifies both ; and may 
both wayes be taken, Pj4Z.49.13.) graphically defer ibed by the 
Prophet, A/'V. 3.11. The heads thereof judge for rewerd, and the 
Prieils thereof teach for hire,and the Prophets thereef divine for 
money: yet will they lean upon the Lord and fay,Is not the Lord 
among us?none evill can come upon us. Thefe me Pperifti by 
catching at their own catch,hanging on their own fancy, ma¬ 
king a bridge of their own ftndow,thcy will nototlierwife be- 
leevcbut that Chrift is their fweet Saviour: aud fo doubt nor 
but they arc fafe wlun it’s no inch matter. They grew aged and 
crooked with fuch falfc conceits,and can ftldome or never bee 
fet ftraight again : Thefe mu ft know, that to rely noon Chrift 
is to bee utterly unbottomed of a manslelf, and of every crea¬ 
ture; and fo fo lean upon Chrift alone, that if hec fail, thou 
flfskeft; if hee fet not in,thou art loft for ever. Pc pifts think,, 
that ashce that ftandeth on two firm branches of a tree is furer' 
%hcn lie that ftandeth upon one; fo hee that trofte;.h to Chrift 
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and his own workes toe. But itmuft becconfidered^rft, that 
he which looketh to be juftified by the law is fallen from grace: 
Chrift isofnocffeft unto him, 6^5.4. He will not mingle his 
purple-bloud with our puddle ftufi,h» rich robes with our tat- 
FerS rags,his Eagles-feathers with our Pigeons-plumes. There 
can bee but one Sun in heaven (Sol quafi Solus} and they let up 
rufh candles to the Sun,that joyn other Saviours to> t his! Sun of 
riehteoufnelfe.Secondly,he that hath one foot on a firm branch, 
another on a rotten one, ftands not fo furc, as if wholly on that 
which is found; Away then with all fuch mockefiayes: See the 

fruit of creature-confidence, Joi 6.17- Sc 8. 15. ^^knowthac 

no man trufts Chrift at all, that trufts him not alone. He tha t 
ftands With onefoot on a rock and another foot on a 
will fink and perilh as certainly, as he that ftandeth with both 
feet on a quickfand.See Ffal.6.2. 2,5,6. /v_ 

Iraifedtbee up undertbe Apple tree,&cL\ Here the Bride anfwer- 
eth to the Bridcgroomes queftion,tfT»* this , or What -woman » 
thu that emetb up from **&«*<*• > that goes; m ;a r.ght 
line to Goddeaning on her Beloved > that will not bi eake the 
hedge of any commandement toayoyd any pcece ot foul way 
I am (be r,fahh the Church,even the very fame that raned up 

tender the apple tree.&c. vizby mine earned prayers. When thou 
waft %% under the apple err and 1 fed ft-.gh. y char^ 
the Damolels of T erufalm not to difqmet thee by their 1 ms, y et 
I took the boldncffe to aroufe thee,and fay as 
„hy bleep eft thou 0 Lord 1 arfccafl ue not of for mrjand with thole 
drowning Difc»ples, 4 ^/?er car eft tbcunot that a* per fometimes 

(faithoneJGod ieems to lofe hk merdy, and thtn-we muft hnd 
it for hiA as Ifci.63.10. fometimes to fleep, and then wemuft 
waken him,quicken him,PjMo.i 7 - Ifc62.-r.G0d wi» c ^ buc 
hfcwil have his peoples prayers lead him,, an. ro. 1 2jco ™fj" t V 
Word. Chrift himfelf is the appletree hcrementtorred^sC^ 
7. Though there are that interpret ltof the Crofle, that tree 
whereon he bare our fm in his own body, 1 Pef.2.24.0thers better,. 
of the tree of offence,the forbidden And that when 

Eve tailed of that fruit(which they here hence conclude to have 
been an apple,though the word bee more general 1, Nuxemm po- 
tmm ciicifFF) then,as thrifts mother,fhee brought hmi Jo. h by 
beleeving thepromife there made unto her that :Mei,,abot her 
feed Ihould break the Serpents head.Look how the Virgin Mdry 

(conceived Chlift when fhe yeelckd her aflent; \\ hen the Angel 
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fpake to her,what faid (hee prefently? Bejt as tbouhajl jaid, Lee 
it even be fo;(hee yecldcd her aflent to the promilij that ftiee 
fliould conceive a fon,and (he did conceive him: So Eve beleeved 
the promife of pardon and falvation, (he faw it afar off, was 
perfwadtd ofit and embraced it, Heb.i i .i^.andis theefore faid 
hereto bear 8c bring forth Chrift,yea to travel! of him vith jorrow, 
as the word (ignifiesifor as there is no otherbirth without pain* 
fo neither is the new birth. Thofe that have pafled through the 
narrow womb of repentance, and beene born again, will fay as 
natch,lee EJrfi.26.17.ItGod brake Davids bones, and the Angels 
back((aith one) he will break thy heart too,ifever he lave thee. 
No iound heart ever went to heaven,as (in another fenfe) none 
but found could ever come thither. Cor integrum cor jujfum.Rent 
your hearts,&c. 


Verb 6. Set mce as a fcale upon thine * heart ] i.e. Eee thou 
as a mercifull and faithfull High-Pricft in things pertain¬ 
ing to God, Heb. 2.17. with ExoJ.28.21.2?. remember mee 
for good.and snake mention of mee to thy Father. Have mee 
alio in pretious cfteem,as great men have the fignets r.pon their 
right handstand as whatfoever is fealedwith a leal,that is excel¬ 
lent in its one kind,as Ijai.28.2').bordcum Jignatum,exc ellentbir- 
ly. Chrift weares .his people as a fignet, or as ^reat men 
wear their jewells, to make him glorious in the eyes of menj 
Zach.i.2. neither will hee be plundered of them by the Churches ene¬ 

mies : to touch than is to touch the apple of his eye, that 
tendered peece of the tendered part. The Proverb is, Oculus 
& famanonpatiuntur jocos, The eye and the good name can bear 
with no jeds.As theSaintsare in Chrifis heart, ad cormoriendum 
& amvivendumfo they are alfo upon his arm, fo that i: dhey doe 
butcome and fay in any danger or difficulty, Atoah^,^a\e, pat 
on firength ,0 arm of the Lord,awake as in the ancient dayestfirc.lfai.^ j, 
9-he will redeem his people with his arm,P/<7/.77.i5. yea with 
hisout-dretchtarm,E;co 6.6 .that is,with might and c pen mani- 
ftftation ofhislove; he will awakeas one out of deep ? and 
like a man that fhouteth by reafon of wine,Pjrf/.y8 6 ;. 5 

For Itveisfirongas death 3 And yet death is fo ftrongthat it 
paflhh overall men,Kero.5.12. anddevoureth them a; lheep,P/rf. 
49.14.a8 a rot it over-runneth the whole flock, having for its 
Mott o NuUi ced e , lye .Id to none: Onelv love is Jh mg as death, 
nay ftronger. Jonathan would have dyed for love ol David,Da¬ 
vid of Abjalom.Ar/tnoe interpofed her fed f bet wee ne themurthcr- 
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^ers weapons fent by Ptolomj her brother, to kill her children. 

PrifciUa and Aouita for St. Vauls life laid down their own necks, 
Rottt.16.4.. P aHl was in deaths often for Jefusfake. Thofe primi- 
. tive Martyrs loved not their lives unto the death, Rtv.. 12 . 11. 

Certatim gloriefa in cert am ina ruebatur/mh Suipitiw, they Were f TO- 

digall of their dearefl lives, and even ambitious of Martyrdome i 
that thereby they might fealeup their entire love to the Lord 
Tefus. If every haire of mine head were a man, I would buffer Al} . 
death in the opinion and faith that I am now in,faid JobnArd-fil, 1458. 
ley Martyr to Blfhop Bonner. Ignis, crux, befiiarum confiitt at tones, 
ofjium difrMiones,&c. Let me buffer fire, erofTe, breaking of my 
bones, quartering of my members, crufhing of my body, and 
all the torment* that men or dcvills can t?ivifc,fo Imay enjoy my 
Lord Jefus Chrift, faid holy Ignatius i whofe motto was Amor 
mens crucipxtts, my love was crucified. Love is it felfe a paflion , 
and delights to fhew it felfe iH buffering for the party beloved ; yea 

though it were to pafie through a thoufand deaths for his Jake. 

And this is here yeelded as a reafon why the Spoufe firft awake¬ 
ned Chrift^nd now defires to be fo nearly kaitnnto him, to be 
fet of a ft al upon bis band, yea upon bis hart,the love of Cbrifi amjir Mi¬ 
ned her and lay fo hard upon her, that (he could doe no lsffethen 
begfuch a boone of him, then covet fuch a courrefie, as a com- 
penfation of her deareft love to him. And furely to account 
Chrift precious as a tree of life,although we be fattened to him as 
toaftake tobeburned,thisis lovej and this our labour oflove 
cannot be in vain in the Lord. 

Jealoufit iicruell ottbt gravt] Or, xe<*f is bard as beU. Thi«fo.- 
lowes well upon the former, for Non am at qtti non xefjf, faith Au- Centra Ada. 
[gufiine,zi ills the extreatnneat oflove and other affeftions for mats, cap.]}, 
and toward aay whom we eftecrae: burning in our love to him, 
defire of him,delight in him, indignation againft any that fpeak 
or doe ought agaiaft him. Theobjcftof zealis cither Man, as 
'2Ccr.7.7. Colojf.4.17. Adventuring himfelfvery farrefor his 
friend, and by fome blamed for it, an fevered, Ego aliter smart non 
diditi, ! cannot love a man but I muft doe mine urmoft for him. 

Or (Secondly>God,as Job.^.ij^-Cer.y.ii.ltev.^. 19. And here 
our Iqvc will be, and muft appear to be fervent, defire eager,de- 
lights raviftling,hopes longing,hatred deadly, anger fierce, feare 
rer<ible,grief deep,deeper chenthofe black deepes (a place fo cal¬ 
led ) at the Thames-wjiouth vvhereinto Richard the third caufed 

the 
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Tbc coals thereof art coals of fire] Or, fiery dan, that Cel the foalc 
til on a light fire, and turn k into a coal or Jun, p a} love to Cbrifl 

The word here ufed as eircwhefe taken fo r fiery thunderbolts^ fa/. 
78,48 and for brafle-headed-arrowes that gather heatbv 

Tn/charch h 1 d f°‘A ® ” rbunclc > Qr , burn ^g leaver, Veut.31.24. 
ine Church had faid before, more then once tint /: ls 

Wire ftmek through with *!ovod,rt,by th»t Z 

efbarning (If i fc4 . 4 .) kindling this fame tfGod.U ffieJL it b.T. 
ti P 3n harth of her heart. The word fenife t £11 ■ ’ 
P/me of God: and teal may be very fitly fo c^Ierl; For a»it{o 3 

as the holy Gfaoft let on fine the ApolHes ton gues, AH 2 fwhen 
as wicked mens tongue*,fijII of deadly povfon. ire ver fi.rriT c 

-ft*-** Jr -?• «• J yea the wholernan a'workforCiod 

and bis glory, as E/m/ with Im&W. ( he fnck.L?tZ 

With his mothers breads,as feme have leeendJvSi- p • *• 

fotGoKfo fo„„ misjudged him,aS'y •«rhX‘„" ,ld 

ded the reafon why there wk fo much pmachinr, and foZl, 
Fn^mhearte. 1 *^ round ^ , ’^ ee -/* rgrro,thc dxtneoi God is wanting 

I""* 1 ’ 1 ™! Water tvat proved long I 
fince to be above hre, m that ancient conteft bet veen tbofe two 
nations abo,uthfe.p,occdeacy and precellcncy of their Godsthe 
one wcrAippiog Fire, and the other Water. 7 
Gvd/ w^nd manjyjex to theCharch the *nb*LLard- 

Ww ; irafll ^ WJ ; i *goe thorough thick and chin, thorough fire 
ind water. Her Iotc to him u fuch ai no good can match it,no, 

evill 


evill overmatch it: it cannot be quenched with any calamity, 
nay ic is much kindled by it,as fire in the fmichs-forge,or as lime 
that is the hotter,for the water that is caftaponi;: E/jdrwould 
have water powredon the lacrifice,(covered therewith ) that the 
power ofGod might the more appear in thefire from heaven. 

Semblably Chrift differs the fbipof his Church to be covered 
fometimes with waves of perfections and afflictions, that the 
ftrength of their love to him may be the more manifefted, and 
the thought J of many beans may he rtt/ealed, Lttl{, 2.35. It is catie to 
jwim in a warm bath find every bird can ling in a hummers day,but 
to fwim to heaven (as QfF.lizabcthdid to her throne.) through 
a fea oi forrowes,to ling,(as feme birds will doe in the fpring) 
moft fweetly,then tvh.n it rains mod fadly,th it’s a true triall in¬ 
deed. Many will imbark themfelves in the Churches caufe in a 
calnie,that with the mariners in the Atis 3 will flee out of the (hip 
in a ftorm.Many will own a profpering truth, a bleffing Ark, but 
hee’san Obed-Edom indeed,that will own a perfecuted,toffed,ba- 
nijhed Arke,an arke that brings the plague with ic, God (etsan 
high price on their love that flick to him in affli&ionj a s*David 
did on thofe men thac were with him at Gath (thofc Cberetbitts * Stm.i j.18, 
and P elethitej that ftuck to him when Abfalom was up.) And not- 
withlhnding their late mutiny atZil^ag, he takes them to He- 
hron with him ( where he was to be crowned ) that as they had 
(hared with him in his mifery,fo they might partake ofhis pro- 
fperity.Loe thus likewife dealcs our heavenly Vavid with all his 
fellow-fufferers. He removes them at length from the afhes of 
their forlorne Ziklagfo the Hebron of heaven. And at the genc- 
rall judgement, in that great Amphitheater of Men and Angels,' 

Chrift willftand forth and fay,Te are they that continued with me in 
mytemptations : And I appoint unto you a kingdom* } &c. Luk. 1 2. 

28,29. . ' ^ 

Neither can the floods drown if] fur git hie afflittio , Neb. 1. 9 . This 
is not a vain repetition: but fervesto (hew, that no perfecution, 
tribulation,anguifhjth-ough never fo grievous, ('though the dc- 
villihould caft out of his mouth water, enough to carry w downs 
the fiream.fl.% Rev. (ball be able to feparate the Saints,from TmvfMjtymf . 

the love of Chrift. E<?wj.8. 35, 

If a man would give all the fhbftance of bis bettjt, eJvf] i. e. To buy 
this love of me,or to get it from me, I (hbufd cry out with Peter , 

Thy moneyperijb reilbtbtey or with LniberfiOitUmptht eft a me Roma- 
R r r nm 
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nus et favor et furor 3 I care neither for Romes favour nor fury. 
Whenthey offered to make him a Cardinall if he would be qui¬ 
et,he reply tdiNonot if I migbt'be Pope. And when they coniul- 
ted about (lopping of his mouth with money, one wifer then the 
reft cryed outjHew* 1 Germans ilia beftia non curat au 'um^ Alack,that 
German bcaft cares not for money. Galeacius C<*racAolur 3 that no¬ 
ble Italian Convert,left al for the love of Chrjft,a id went to live 
His life by a poore obfcure life at Geneva. Where,whcn he was tempted to 
M: y crajintro, rC y 0 i t f or mony,he cryed our,Let their money pe rift] with them, 
who efteem all the gold in the world worth oi.e daies fociety 
with Jefus Ghrift and his holy Spirit. And curf id be that reli¬ 
gion for ever, that by Inch baits of profir, pleafure and prefer¬ 
ment feeks to draw men afide from the way of t uth andholi- 
nefle. The Papifte propofe rewards to fuch as lhall relinquifh 
the Protellant religion, and turn to theirs; as in Ansbarougb, 
where they fay there is aknown price forit,of ten Florens a year. 
Svte.Europ. In Frattce 3 where the Clergy have made contributions for the 
maintenance of runagate Minifters. Stratagems nmcefl Pontifcum 
Job.BupttfcIl. dttare miltos ut fit ejfe defnant 3 faith one that was no ftranger to 
them : It is a cunning trick that the Popes have taken up,to en¬ 
rich men,that they may rob them of their religion. And though 
Luther would not fwallow that hook, yet there are thofe that 
will 3 not a few. Tell men a tale of Vtile 3 promi 'e them prefer- 
ment,and you may perfwade them to any thing. Facme Pontiff 
eem & era Chrijliamufaid one fammaebiw an Heat hen once to the 
Pope;make me a bifhopand l’leturne Chriftian.But,as one faid 
of Pa pills,that they mull have two converfions er; they come to 
heaven 5 one from Popery and another from prophanenefle (like 
as corn muft be fir;l thre(hed,andthen win no wed Jfo this money- 
merehanc,this prefermcnc-profelyre might have been a Chriftian 
at large,had he had his defired biflioprick :but Chrift never fa¬ 
voured any fuch felf-fceking followers, See Mat.i .20. Jcb. 6.16. 
their love he knows to be no better then meretricious & merce¬ 
nary. It is a fad thing that any Augufiim (hoild have caufe 
to complaine, Fix deligitttr Jejus propter Jefom 3 that fcarce any 
man loves Chriftjbbt for hrisVcwards j like the mistt multitude, 
that came up with Jfradcutoi Egypt, forabetur fortune: Or 
thofePerfian?,thatin Mordecat s dates, for felf-refpe&s became 
Jewes. All Gods people (hould be like thofe Medes in E fay, that 
regarded not fitver,<md afr gold they delighted not ix it, cbap-l^-ij. 
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Chriftslove fliould be better to themjthen wine,C#«M.2. and 
when, in exchange tor it, the devill doth offer them this world* 
good, they (hould anfwerhimas the witch of Endor did Saul, i Sam.iZ.9. 
Wherefore lajtft thou a fnare ftr my Joule to eaufs me to die i or as the 
vine and figtree lnjothams Parable anfwered the reft of the trees. 

Should I leave wtyfatnefje & /weetneji.dermd unto me from Ghrift, Judg.^.u. 
and fo goe out of Gods Netting into the wor lds warm Sun>God 
forbid that I (hould part with my patrimony as Naboth fkidytakt 
an apple for paradile as .<4<sf4jwdid,/lofe£hc lovfiof Ghrift for lllfi 
worlds blandiftimentSj&c. 

Verf.8. m have a little ftfitr ] Thou,Lord,and I have fuch a li¬ 
fter,/;, the Church of the Gentiles known to thee and fereappointed 
to converfion (as Jamesf peaketh in that firftChriftian councell, pf[J JQ 
^#.15.18.) from the beginning of tbe world 5 unknown to me ‘ ‘ 
(more then by heare-fay from the holy prophets, who propbecied . 

of the grace that Jbeuld come unto her Jbut not unloved, or undefired. 

Now therefore as a fruit of my true love unto thee (fuch as no 
floods of troubles can quench or drench,no earthly commodity 
cancompaffeorbuyoff) Idefirc not-onelyto deliberate with 
thee about the enlargement of thykingdome by the acceftion 
of the elea Gentiles thereunto,but alfo by making (as I may fay) 
large and liberall offers, fet forth my care and ftudy for their e- 
ternallfalvation. See the like affeftion in St. Patti toward his 

countrymen the Jewes,proceeding from that full affurance that 
he found in himfelfe, kow.8^8,39. with cbsp.9.1, And learn we 
to pray as earneftly for their converfion,as they have done for 
ours j longing after them from the very beart-reot in Jefus Ghrifi, 
as Philipp. 1. 8. and turning to the Lord that they may the fooner 
find compaftion. It is He&kioh’s rcafbn, and a very remarkable 
one, 2 Chron.^0.9. 

And pe hath no breads') i.e. She is not yet Nubilb aptaviro, mar¬ 
riageable and fit for Ghrift,to be prefented as a chad virgin unto 
him: (he wanted fuch paranymphes as P««/was,todoitfor her, 

' 2 Cora i.a.She had nota ftabliftied Mmiftery to nurfe up her chil¬ 

dren withall. And at this fame paffe was the old Church at 
'irft,notonly fmall butuntbapen, Ezek. 16.7,8. Afociety of men 
vfahoutthfc preaching of the word, is like a mother of children 
witiout breads. AUthe Churches children miift fuck and be 
fatiG ed 3 lfaiJ6 6.11 .they muft defiire the finccre milk of the word, 
and gow thereby, iP et. 2. a. not_like the changeling Ember 
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(peaks ofyver (Uckyng, never bailing . Such (hall be nade to know 
that their mother hath verberani well as ubera, rods as well as 
dugges. Their fathetaUb will repent him as onc:Daviddid of 
hiskindnefie totiabal-, and cake up his old complaint, Sfai.i.z. 
I have nourished and brought up children,and they have rebelled againfi 
me. The ox fyowetb bit owner,&c. the moft favage creatures wilbe 
at the beck and check of chofe that feed them:difob :dience there¬ 
fore (under means of grace efpecially) is againft the principles of 
mture.lthtobzli^e tbiborfe andmule,yetx like the young maler, 
which hath no fooner done fucking her dammes teats, but (he 
turnsop her heels,and kicks her. 

IVbat Jballwe dot for our flfter] Love is not more cogitative then 
operative: and delights to be doing for thebeloved. I love the 
Lordj&c. what foal I render unto him* I will pay my Vi wes, &c. P 'fal. 
II 6. Jonathan will difrobe and rtrip himfelfe even to his fword 
and girdle for David, becaufe he loved him as hi:; owne foule, 
i iSd/w.18.3,4. Shccbem will doe all that can be don? for hisbclo- 
edVinab.The Macedonians will over-do for their poor brethren; 
Pa#/jloveto the Jevves was like the ivy ; which if it cleaveto 
a done or an old wall, will rather dye then forfia te it, Rdw.9.3. 
He tells bis Hebrews of their labour of love Htb.6, all love is la> 
borious. 

In the day wben fhe fhalbe fpo^en for ~_) Or, wherein fpeech Jhalbe bad 
concerningheryoiz.form busbandfor her:how we m;;y beftpreferre 
her in marriage.The care of difpofing young people to fit yoke¬ 
fellows lay upon their parents and other kindrec. The Church 
(as a n elde r-filler) (lie wes her felte folicicous: and propounds the 
matter co Chriil,as the onely belt hmband for her, the partition- 
wall being broken down, 

Ver (.<?, ![Jbe be a tval!,rve will build upon her,&c.] Chrift anfwerSj 
If fhe be,as (he ought to be, flrong and well-grounded in the 
faith, able to beare a good weight laid upon her,a i a wall, pillar 
and ground of truth, not finking or fainting, under the heavieft 
burden of thefe light ajfliBions which art but for a moment • but pa¬ 
tient and perfeverant its the faith unto the death 3 \ hen I will doc 
all for her that may be done to make her happy. This fpeech v 
fomewhat like that of Solomon concerning Adoniab* 
himf Ife. a worth) may,&c, 

W ? will build upon far a palace offllvtf] T he wbc le blefled T ri<• 
nicy will haveanhandinbialdingthe Church ef the Guiles 
, , _ - upoa 
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upon the foundation of the Apoftles and Prophets, Jefas Chrift 
himfelfe being the chief corner (tone, Eflb. 2- ao. God plants the 
heavens and layes the foundation of the earth y tbat be may fay to Zion 
Thou art my people.None can came toChrift exceptGod the Fa- lfa.n.16. 
ther draw him. Chrift the feeontJ perfon is both Author and 44. 
Finifber of our faith, Heb. 12.2. The holy Ghoft is the fame (pi¬ 
nt of faith in David and Taul, 2 Cor.4.13. and is received by the 
hearingoffaith, G*/.3»2 .Hc is theGodofall grace, 2 Pet. 1.iy. 
antecedent jancomitontfubfequent : We have nothing of which any 
of u« can tay,Mibi Jolt debeo ,I am not bound to God for it. 

And iffbc be a dgort,&cf\ As fhe is the hotf/e of God and gate ofbea - 
venptn, 28. 17. If file will open the everlafiing doores to the 
king ofglory,Pyi/.24.7.and open a great doore and (JfciuaUto hi* 
faithfull minifters,i Cor. 16.9. who come to build her for an habita¬ 
tion of God through the Spirit, Eflh. 2, 22* If (he open the gates, that 
the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in, lfa ♦ 

2^,2.then will the Lord Chrift inclofe berf] board her, and bcau- 
tifie her with fair,fweet,and ftrong cedars, as with curious and 
coftly weinfeot, which (hall be mnimentum, mmimentum , orna- 
ntenUtm, &e. But all this is proroifed upon condition, that fhe 
be a waU an^a doores that is, that fhe receive and rctaine Chrift 
with her; for otherwife fhe can claim nothing. He may defert her 
without breach ofcovenant,as he did the old Church,and many 


particular Churches of the new Teftamenc now under theTurk 
for their perfidy and Apoftafie. The Church of Rome, though 
utterly revo!ted,yetlayes ftrong claime to Chrjft Hill 5 and con¬ 
cludes, 1 fit as a §£ueen and (ball fee no firrovr. Therefore fhal her 
plagues come in one day, &c. For, flrong it the L ord (rodwhojudgetb 

her t Rev. 18.7,8. See the Note there. About theyeare of grace 
1414 .Theodorieut Vriat an Augufline-Erier in Germany find, that 
the Church of Rawe was (even fo long fmcc) become ex attrea ar-Jac.Reviw dt 
genteam,ex argt»teaferream,tx ferrea terreamfupertjft^ ut infleretu abi- vu.Pcntif.ftg. i 
re/,of gold filler,of filver brafle,of bra(Tciron,of Iron clay : there 119 ' j 

remaines nothing now, but that of clay fhe become dung, to be 
Iwept out of doores with the beefome of deftru&ion. 

1 Verf. 10 .1 am a watt, and my breafls like towels'] If fhe It a waff, 
faith Chrift-/ am a wallf aith this Church of thcGentilea; I wifi 
carefully keep the doftrine of truth committed unto rac, I will 
ftaidfirm in the faith, being founded upen the rockof ages. And 
wh*cas I was lately looked uponas breaftleflej vtrf. 8, Now my 
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' breads are faftioned^Eze^ 16.7.yea they arc grown far greater 
then thole of mine elder lifters; fo that they look li\g towers .The 
Church of the Gentiles,though little at fir ft and fca rcc confide 
rable,yet after Chrifts afcenlion,was marvclloufly increafed and 
multiplied : fo that Ihccher felf ftood amazed to fee her chil¬ 
dren come from farming to her as a c/o*d,moft fwi tly 5 and in 
fuch flocks,as ifa whole flight of Doves, driven by fomc hawk, 
or tempeft,fhould lcourc into the columbary,and ra(h into the 
windows,- lfai.6o.$. 

Then was I in bis eyes as one that found favour jUeb.feacyZVtn as that 
leTHfalcmy-Sbulamite-,nothing inferioHr to the old Church : yea 
before her in this, that fhec tor prefent is fain off, and through 

her fall Salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke 
them to jealoufie,Kow. 11.11. But when God fhal L have united 
thefc two flicks, Eatfk.37.19.andmade way for thofe Kings of 
theEaft,Kev.l6.i2. then it (hallbee faid of jacol and ljucl 3 
What hath God wrought lKkmfc.23.23. l 

Vcrf 11. Solomon had a Vineyard in Baal-hamonJ So hath Chrift 
in a very fruitfull hiHfofai.%. 1. Solomons Vineyard mu ft needs be of 
the beft: for he abounded both with wealth and w: t,to make it 
fo.He let it alfo to farm fora very great rent:which fteweth the 
fruitfulnefle of it 5 fo many vines fet for fo many fib erlings,E/<«. 
y.23.But Salomons vineyard fals far flhort ofChrifts( therewith it 
is here compared in many refpe&s). For as it is nothing fo 
fruitfull,fo he was fain to let it out to Vinc-drefle -s. He could 
not drefle and manure it himfelf,keep it in his own hands, (as 
his Father Davidhis iC&ro.27.27.)ncithercouldf etakeallthe 
fruity for the tenants alfo muft live,and rcafon goo i .* It Solomon 
have a thoufand,the poor labourers may wel have t wohundred. 
But I,faith Chrift here,neither let out the Church my vineyard, 
but look to it my felf,tbough I have a great deal of pains with 
it.nor fufferany part of theprofits to go from me; So jealous I 
am of mine inheritance,being ever in the mid/} of it. 

Verf. 12. My vineyard which kmine :i &c.~] And t aerefore mo ft 
dear unto me:for ownneffe makes love.Prftriam quifjue amat: non 
quia pulchramfod quia fuam. Every man l oves his own things beft. 
The Church is Chrifts own by a manifold rightly donation, 
conqueft,purchafc: not with fiber and gold , but wi th the dearef! 
and wamieftbloud in al his heart, 1 Pet. 1.18 .No v 'onder there¬ 
fore though fhec be alway cs before himj though h ee look gc- 
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fully to her that coft him fo dear; that he truft not others with 
her (as Solomon was forced to do)but whomfoever he employ^, 
about her(for we are labourers together with God,C aith the Apoftle, Je 
are Gods husbandry, I Cer.g -90 himfelf is ever one? Tpfe adeji & 
t>r<eeft 3 hee is prefent and prefident; Feed my jbeep fold hee to Peter, 
but do it/or m#,as the ^jrirfd^tranfiatour (refpefting thefenfe) 
addes there,/oil.21.15, Take not unto thee theinftruments of a 
foolilh fhepheardjZrtcfo.i 1.11 .that is, forcipes&mul£lram ( as an 
Ancient faith) like thofe that are more intent attonfioni gregis 
quam attentioni s fi[co quam Chrifto. Peter muft not doe any of this: 
much Idle muft he lord it over Gods inheritance, as his pretended 
fucceflbrs doe;with whofe carc2ffes therefore Chrift fhall Ihort- 
ly dung his Vineyard, and water theroots of his vines with 
their blood. He muft look to lip-feeding, and, when himfelf is 
converted,/?re«£tfce;z his brethren.-neither muft he intervert or take 
to himfelf any part of the fruits,as Solomons farmers did. He may 
not feek his own things,but the things of Jefns Chrift . Paul may 
plant, and JpoUos water, but, fuh it is God that gives the m- 
creafe,let God reap all the glory:they (hall alfo reap in due fea- 
fon if they faint not, if they grow not weary of well-doing, 
G*1.6.9.See the Note on-t'erj.n. ■ 

Ver.i z.lhou that dwelletfinthe Gardens ]i.e.O thou Church u- 
niverfall,that dwelled in the particular Churches, frequently 
called Gardens in this book.The French Proteftants at Lions cal- 

f led their meeting-houfc s Pflr(jdj{e. . , . „ ■. , 

jlie companions hearken to thy po^eJThe Angels,, (fo fome mter- 
et it) learn of the Church, and profit in the knowledge of the 
manifold wifdom of God in mans redemption, Epbef.3.1 0.1 Cor. 
11 io* iPct.i.io.Or rather, thy Fellow-Chriftians,thine obe¬ 
dient cldldren,that will hearken to their mothers counfell: No 
fooner ca nfheef^y ,Hear and,gw car, be not proud for the Lord hath 
.fpotoCbut they give 13.15. * 6 : 
clorifie his Word, 13. fife to their fealsJo.3-33 difpute no£ 

Chrifts commands, but difpatch them 5 Mrgarriant,™ > 

faid AugufUnc of hereticks that would not be fatisfied.The Pni- 
lofophers called the Chriftians, Credcntes, &*f **$1 f 
‘ reproach:bec au fe they belee.ved God uppn.his bare Word.** be- 
lave and faith VeierJShX.** Atf^fcleeve and fpeak, 
faith Paul after J>avid ,2 Cw*** And webeleeve ^d praftift, 
as Noah ,and thofe otherWorthies did,Heb. 11 .y.Uying/arth for 
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^foundation of all theiTdoiogsan^^ring? in and for Vi 
Lord, like as Ear <1-6.4. .the foundation of the! 
with three rexces ofgretf jtms> 4 nd a row of new tjtnbi r . _ , 

Seofthe Chmxhcsihildrcnithcy.aK foon P'^ad^o ^ 
feevc apd obey their riiother* whomthey look upon as thep ^ 

hr Ca^fm^cfrlqfcc the Note on1 dwp.a.H , 
ders itjF^r ut me audiant, Caufe them to bear me : dehv 
to them for truth but what is confopant to my Word of tru 
let all thy do&rines bear my ftarop,come {o ^ m t ri ^ k f^- 
ry mine authority., What faid Auftin to an adyerfa^ C t wa 
X*/?mhe Aiabicnee,! trow>hat matter is it^hat e the tho 
faiiko&lay to this or that point 1 Audiamitsjmmquid ami 
miKHSyU t Us both hear what God faith 5 and fit down by it. 

Ver£ 14. M<th bafle my Beloved'] Htb.Flee si freed thee wy, a 
Jmzidbhid to Amo f,Go flee thee avay into the la id of j vM.Am.f, 
1 2. And as a Stnatourof Hal* in Suevia wrote 1 o Bw.tinr, Fug, 
Me, Brent/, cito make alt po^ e ydb a fl ft 

S . So the Church is at it herewith her Goaf Lord ]efus,cm\ 

quickly - 0 moral Clnifle vent. Thus.,as this Book began 1 

wilbjfo ieends, Hotaviutboni (^u/l/ani fan^yefldemmefl. Tb 
whole lift ofa good Chriftianis an holy wifh Hee loves, am 

lorigs,and looks forChrilts fecondappearance: and even lpend 
and exhales himfelf in continuall falleysand tgreffions o ^ 
feftkm onto him in the mean whilc.He hath t iken fome turne 
■with chriftupon tho Cemouniains offices, (fo hiaven is called,tO 
.Itsunconccivcablc hc’gtn and fwcctneffe^ heliathfc$cacrt 
grapes of this celeftiallC^W: hence hcis aseagerafterjt^ 
. once the Gauls were after Italy .when they KM- once tailed of thj 
w “ fweetwine of thole grapes, that greW-there.T! 1C Old characncr C 
Gods pec pie was, they waited, for the consolation otljr^ 
Chrifls frA commingiNow they long as much lor his fecond^ 
tHe efpou/ed maid doth after theWarriage^s the Apprentice to 
his freedom, tlie captive for his ranfom, the traveller for ni 
nr Innejthe mariner for the haven,&c. looking for m hajtmgtbe (<m 
ri f‘mirfi of that day ef God, iVet.^.ii. 
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